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PUBLISHER’S NOTE 


The increasing demand for the English edition of Dr. Henderson’s Com¬ 
mentary on the Minor Prophets, suggested an application to the author for 
permission to reprint it in this country. The following note contains his 
very kind and courteous consent: 


Mr. Draper: 

Dear Sir, — 

Impressed with a sense of your honorable conduct in con¬ 
sulting me prior to the reprinting of a cheaper edition of my Commentary on The 
Minor Prophets, I feel no hesitation in granting you the sanction you desire, on the 
terms specified in your letter of November 4, 1856. 

I remain, dear Sir, 

Yours truly, 

E. HENDERSON, D. D. 

Mortlake, Surrey, Nov'r 20, 1856. 

P. S. Enclosed you will find a list of corrections, copied from my husband's 
memoranda. S. U. 

Not only have the corrections referred to been made in the present edition, 
but it was found desirable, also, to verify all the quotations in the Oriental 
languages, so that the whole work has now been thoroughly revised. This, 
with other causes, has contributed to delay the publication till the present 
time. We have to regret that, meanwhile, the venerable author has ceased 
from his labors, and passed to his reward. 

It seems fitting that a short biographical sketch of his useful and event¬ 
ful life should accompany this volume, as a tribute to his memory among 
those who will receive the benefits of his studies and labors, but who may not 
have access to the full biography prepared by his friends. 




BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE AUTHOR. 


TnE lamented death of the author of the present Commentary occurred 
while the plates were in process of preparation for an American edition 
of the work. It seems highly proper, therefore, that a brief sketch of 
his life and character be prefixed to it. The writer of this, not having 
access to original sources of information, has drawn his materials from 
the “ Memoir of the Rev. E. Henderson,” by his daughter, Thulia S. 
Henderson, which has lately been published in London. 

Ebenezer Henderson was born on the 17th day of November, 
1784, at Dunfermline, an ancient borough in the eastern part of Scot¬ 
land, situated in the county of Fife, a little north of the Firth of Forth, 
and well known as the residence of Anne of Denmark, and the birth¬ 
place of King Charles the First. lie was the youngest son of George 
and Jean Henderson. His father was an agricultural laborer, and be¬ 
longed to the Secession-body of Scotch Presbyterians. “Two years at 
Dunfermline,” the memoir tells us, “and one year and a half at Dun- 
duff, formed the sum-total of his schooling” in the days of his boyhood. 1 
Then, at twelve years old, it was resolved that he slioutd be initiated 
into some trade. But it happened to him, as it has to others whom 
Providence had foreordained to fill religious and literary spheres, that 
one attempt after another proved abortive. First he was placed with 
an elder brother to learn the trade of a elock-and-wateh-maker. But 
here he staid only long enough to gain such an insight into the craft 
as was afterwards of no little use to him in his missionary wanderings, 
where recourse to a professed artisan for the rectification of his time¬ 
piece was impossible. He was next placed as an apprentice to a boot- 
and-shoe-maker for the space of three years. Of his progress in this 
business nothing is known. Only it is certain that “ he had not yet 
found the niche in which he was to take his stand.” 


1 Memoir, p. 13. 
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For thi 9 a spiritual preparation was needed. This, through the grace 
of the Holy Spirit, he received in the deep religious awakening that 
took place in connection with the labors of Robert and James Haldane, 
the latter of whom visited Dunfermline in company with Mr. Aikman, 

“A saw-pit at the top of Chalmers’ Street, and an open place in 
Woodhead Street, are remembered in connection with various out-door 
preachings to an assembled multitude. Many ol the ungodly were awak¬ 
ened, and the godly were stirred up to works of good-doing. Sunday 
Schools were established, and they rapidly flourished. Of the ‘ six * 
that arc recorded as having been in a prosperous state within the par¬ 
ishes of Dunfermline as early as 1798, there was one in which were 
enrolled the names of Ebenezer Henderson and Douglas Cusine (pro¬ 
nounced Cousin), — the two who are remembered as having borne the 
palm for diligence and attention.” 1 

This little incident shows the original aptitude of our author for the 
pursuits of a scholar. The precise time of his first open profession of 
relimon is not known. But there is abundant evidence that from this 

O 

period he devoted himself with all his soul to the service of Christ. The 
needful preparation for future duty was freely granted him in the Sem¬ 
inary in Edinburgh, which had been originated, and was still supported, 
by the generosity of Mr. Robert Haldane. The course of instruction 
was brief, extending only through two years. But this was then thought 
to be the utmost that was compatible with the urgent demand for home 
and foreign laborers. “ Dr. Henderson always urged the importance of 
a prolonged collegiate course; and doubtless felt that had his own pre¬ 
paratory studies been of longer continuance, he might have gone forth 
better equipped for his work .” 3 So speaks the memoir; to which may be 
added, that it was only by a severe and long process of self-training, 
continued after he left the Seminary, that he was enabled to qualify 
himself for the work of a translator of the holy Scriptures, and a com¬ 
mentator on their contents, in which he became so distinguished. The 
class of 1803 — the fifth in order of institution — was the one which he 


joined. We need not be surprised when we find one of his surviving 
fellow-students bearing testimony that he was at that time “ more of a 
linguist than a theologian; more given to literature than to divinity .” 3 
No one can read his commentaries, so rich in oriental lore, without per¬ 
ceiving at a glance that it was the side of sacred literature rather than of 
systematic theology to which he was drawn by the natural affinities of his 
mind. To him the memoir justly applies the remark made of one of his con¬ 
temporaries, the late Rev. Alexander Dewar: “ lie could comprehend and 


l Memoir, p. 17. 


2 P. 23. 


3 Rev. James Kennedy, of Inverness. 
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seize the leading features of a complicated question, though he rarely, if 
ever, dealt in barren abstractions; strong, broad good sense was a distin¬ 
guishing element of his mind; he was a man of facts and fundamental 

principles.” 1 

In the vacations the seminary students were sent out on preaching- 
tours. AVe find him in the summer recess of 1804 appointed to visit 
the Orkney Islands, which lie off the northern extremity of Scotland. 
Thus was inau<mratcd that remarkable series of northern missions to 
which the providence of God, contrary to his own original intentions, 
had appointed him. 

In the second year of his seminary life he was called to the foreign 
service, in the following way: The Rev. John Paterson, pastor of a 
church at Cambuslang, and the Rev. Archibald McLacy, pastor at Ivir- 
caldv, having been invited by the two Congregational churches in Edin¬ 
burgh to go forth as missionary agents, resigned their charges, and came 
to Edinburgh for a brief course of preparatory study with special refer¬ 
ence to the service to which they had devoted themselves. Their desti¬ 
nation was India. But* Mr. McLaey being by the circumstances of his 
family detained at borne, Mr. Paterson’s friends urged him to select from 
among the seminary students a man for his colleague. As he surveyed 
the assembled class, he said of Mr. Henderson, then but twenty-one years 
of age, and with whom lie had no previous acquaintance, u This is the 
man for me.” Thus commenced between the two missionaries a life¬ 
long friendship. As soon as Mr. Henderson made known his willingness 
to embark in this cause, his services were accepted, and the missionaries 
elect were set apart by the imposition of hands, with prayer and fasting, 
at an evening service in the Tabernacle, Leith Walk, on August 27, 
1805. 


But God, who understood perfectly the sphere in which these his two 
servants could best labor, had destined both to a northern instead of a 
tropical field. Here the following extract from a letter which he wrote 
on the subject some twelve years later, i 9 perfectly in place: 

“ When I originally devoted myself to the Redeemer’s service, and 
entered on a course of study preparatory to engaging in it, I had no 
specific station or sphere of labor in view; but was determined, in re¬ 
liance on his promised grace, cheerfully to proceed to whatever place 
he should be pleased to point out to me, whether at home in my native 
country, or among the heathen in a distant land. Accordingly, when our 
dear brother Paterson requested me to accompany him to India, it was 
a matter of no great difficulty for me to give my consent to his proposal.” a 


1 Memoir, p. 25. 


2 P. 37. 



VIII 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


This delightful passage shows that he was willing to be guided. And 
let it be said, for the encouragement of all youthful candidates, that God 
will certainly guide all who are willing to be guided, into the field in 
which they can serve him to the best advantage. The two missionary 
brethren had marked out India for their field, but God sent them into 
northern Europe. 

The directors of the East India Company were at that time, as is 
well known, hostile to missionary labors among the people whom they 
ruled. Messrs. Carey and Marshman, with some coadjutors, were indeed 
carrying on their good work without molestation, but with no open sanc¬ 
tion on the part of the directors. Such a sanction the Messrs. Haldane 
openly sought for themselves and others, and were deeidedly refused, 
and the door was thus closed to their intended enterprise. “ The British 
possessions,” says the memoir, “ were not approachable by a Christian 
missionary in a British vessel. But there were Danish ships in which 
such men could embark; there were Danish settlements where they could 
effect a landing, and whence they could proceed to some neighboring dis¬ 
tricts, whose governors might be disposed, if not to sanction, at least to 
ignore the efforts that might be made .” 1 They accordingly repaired to 
Copenhagen, in the hope of securing a passage thence to Serampore. 
But here disappointment awaited them. One vessel only was to sail 
that season, and every berth was preengaged. They offered to go in 
the steerage; even that was full. 

Meanwhile they found all around them a field white for the harvest. 
Although as yet ignorant of the Danish language, they had already 
commenced a service in the English tongue the second Sabbath after 

O D 

their arrival. Next they procured the translation into Danish of a tract 
entitled “The One Thing Needful,” and forthwith set it in active cir¬ 
culation. Their English congregation increased, and they had secured, 
early in November, the translation and printing of one thousand copies 
of the “ Great Question Answered.” Still hoping to be able the ensuing 
spring to embark for Serampore, they earnestly urged upon their friends 
at home the importance of not leaving their present field unoccupied when 
they should be withdrawn from it. In reply they received a letter inform¬ 
ing them that but one of the two fields, India or Denmark, could be at 
present occupied, and urging that they should consent to remain in their 
present position. They complied; and thus they found themselves, without 
any planning of their own, inaugurated into the Danish field. The two 
friends soon separated, Mr. Paterson remaining in Copenhagen, and Mr. 
Henderson going to Elsineur. 


1 Memoir, p. 41. 
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At Elsineur he gave lessons, in private families and classes, in the English 
language, while at the same time lie sedulously devoted himself to the 
acquisition of the Danish, and the other northern languages, which, when 
once mastered, would greatly enlarge the circle of his influence. As the 
sphere of his vision widened, he turned his thoughts towards Sweden, and 
he and his companion determined to gain satisfactory information concerning 
the spiritual condition of this kingdom, as well as of Denmark. Mr. Hen¬ 
derson repaired to Helsingburgh in the southern part of Sweden, with a 
supply of religious publications. Next, he and his colleague journeyed 
through Skonen, leaving tracts at Lund and Malmo, in the hauds of such 
as were likely to translate them into Swedish. After this they undertook 
an exploring tour in Denmark. Crossing the Great Belt and the Little 
Belt, they advanced as far as the Moravian settlement at Christiansfeld, in 
Schleswig. In one respect this journey was of striking importance, by 
bringing them personally into connection with the British and Foreign Bible 
Societv, and also turning their attention towards Iceland. Learning that 

• ’ O O 

the Fiinen Evangelical Society was purposing to print two thousand copies 
of the New Testament for their long-neglected fellow-subjects in Iceland, 
they ventured to suggest that five thousand instead of two thousand should 
be the number struck off for the first instalment. The Danes not having 

O 

courage for this, it was determined that assistance should be sought, from 
London. The two friends accordingly wrote directly to the managers of 
the Bible Society in the British metropolis, who agreed to defray the cost 
of the additional three thousand copies. 

The war which took place in 1807 between England and Denmark, com¬ 
pelled the two missionaries to withdraw to Sweden. Mr. Henderson took 
up his residence at Gottenburgh, while Mr. Paterson proceeded to Stockholm, 
where he was eminently successful in organizing systematic efforts for the 
circulation of Swedish Bibles and tracts. The ensuing summer of 1808, the 
two friends travelled in Sweden and Lapland, inquiring into the state of the 
parishes, and scattering the seeds of divine truth. Having reached Tornea, 
at the head of the Gulf of Bothnia, they entered Finland, and, turning around 
the gull, proceeded till they were close upon Wasa, when the approach of a 
Russian army compelled them to a hasty retreat back around the head of 
the same gulf. In October they reached their respective stations, after a 
journey of two thousand three hundred miles. This tour gave them an 
affecting insight into the spiritual wants of the people. In many parishes 
there was on an average only one Bible in every eighth house, — the wealthy 
and middle classes only being able to possess a copy, while the cottagers 
remained, from poverty, destitute of this treasure. 

During all Mr. Henderson’s residence in Denmark and Sweden, he was, 

2 
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along with his missionary labors, busily prosecuting his studies in Hebrew and 
Greek, as well as in German, Danish, and Swedish. We have already seen 
how he first became interested in the enterprise for furnishing Iceland with 
the word of God. Of the five thousand copies of the Icelandic New Tes¬ 
tament that had been printed, as noticed above, fifteen thousand had been 
sent off before the breaking out of the war between England and Denmark. 
The remaining three thousand five hundred were lying in store, ready for 
shipment. For some time the prosecution of the enterprise was unavoidably 
interrupted. But at last, in 1810, it seemed possible to resume it. The 
Bible Society having authorized one of the two missionaries to visit Iceland 
in person, while the other should forward the printing of the Bibles that were 
to follow, Mr. Henderson was designated for the tour in Iceland. This 
occasioned a preliminary visit to England, where he spent the summer 
of 1810 nmon" his old friends. He returned to Sweden in October, but 

O ' 

various circumstances delayed his visit to Iceland, so that he was at liberty 
to spend two years more at Gotten burgh. 

“ It was early in the year 1811, and probably as the result of arrangements 
made with the Edinburgh publisher, or with some Edinburgh friend, when in 
Scotland during the previous summer, that Mr. Henderson’s earliest literary 
production, the first fruits of his German studies, left the press; viz., a trans¬ 
lation of Roos’s ‘ Exposition of Daniel.’” 1 The rules laid down by Roos as 
canons for the interpretation of prophecy were adopted and adhered to by 
Dr. Henderson to the last; and thus this initial work seems to have exerted 
an important influence upon him as an expounder of prophecy. 

But to return to the Icelandic Bible. Mr. Paterson was about to start for 
Russia on a Bible mission, and it became necessary, to expedite the work, 
that Mr. Henderson should obtain leave of entrance into Denmark, and then 
repair to Copenhagen, where he could urge on the printer and the reviser of 
the press in their daily work. Ilis application the King of Denmark referred 
to the Chancery. The Chancer}', after some delay, sent the petition back to 
his majesty, with a strong recommendation that it should be granted, and the 
royal assent was accordingly given. But annoying delays occurred in con¬ 
nection with the printing that remained to be done, as well as heavy expenses 
arising from the depreciation of the Danish currency, and the exorbitant 
war prices charged upon every article of food. 

“ The two years which were thus spent by him in the Danish capital, would 
have been tedious, had there not been great facilities in that city for the con¬ 
tinuance of other labors. The translation of ‘ The Warning Voice,’ and 
4 The End of Time ’ into Icelandic, was effected beneath his eye, as also that 
of the tract entitled ‘ Serious Considerations’ into Danish. In preparation for 


1 Memoir, p. 84. 
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Ills contemplated journey, he was studying the language and ecclesiastical 
history of Iceland." 1 

So the memoir; and in addition to this, it adds that lie was also prosecuting 
vigorously the study of Hebrew. “ A Moroceo Jew,” says he, in a letter 
dated Dec. 1 , 1812, “ who has a beautiful pronunciation, reads a Hebrew 
chapter with me the one day, and I read an English chapter with him the 
other. I begin to speak a little with him in Hebrew.” 2 Having received a 
su^estion from His friend Mr. Paterson, when on a visit to him in Sweden 

cr ' 

in March 1814, that when his Icelandic mission was completed lie “ might find 
bible-work to do in the regions to the north and west of Russia,” he imme¬ 
diately began to turn his attention to the languages of those regions. About 
the same time, also, we find that he began the study of Arabic. He speaks 
of it as “ remarkably easy, the structure being so much like the Hebrew, and 
there being so many Hebrew words in it.” “ The Grammar,” he says, “will 
be an easy task. Its richness in words will be the principal difficulty.” 3 

An object which Mr. Henderson earnestly desired to see effected before 
leaving the country was the organization of the earliest Bible Society in Den¬ 
mark. This good work he was permitted to see accomplished under very 
favorable auspices, one of the rooms of the episcopal palace being offered 
for the purpose, and the meeting being attended by several men of high 
eminence. Soon after “ this launching of Denmark’s life-ark,” all the need¬ 
ful preparations having been at last made, Mr. Henderson embarked for 
Iceland on the eighth of June, 1814. “The freight of Bibles,” says the 
memoir, “ had been subdivided, and the several packages forwarded during 
the spring to seven of the principal Icelandic ports, — an arrangement 
adopted by reason of the difficulty that would have attended their trans¬ 
mission across the interior of the island. The treaty of Kiel, in January 
1814, had effectually done away with the restrictions and risks incident to 
the late war; and the Icelandic ship-owners had displayed a patriotic lib¬ 
erality in conveying the books free of expense.” 4 After a five weeks’ pas¬ 
sage, he arrived in safety at Reykiavik, on the south-western coast of Iceland, 
and was well received by Bishop Vidalin, by his step-son, Sysselmand Thor- 
grimson, by Mr. Knudsen the Danish merchant, and several men of note in 
the Icelandic metropolis. 

Mr. Henderson’s printed account, entitled “ Iceland, or the Journal of a 
Residence in that Island,” 5 is so copious, and so well known to the public, 
that it is not necessary to enter into the details of his journeyings. Suffice 
it to say, that in three journeys, each from Reykiavik as. a point of departure, 
he explored the whole island, travelling not less than two thousand six hun- 

1 Memoir, p. 117. 8 p. 132. 0 In two volfl. 0vo. Edinburgh, 1818. 

2 P-118. 4 P. 137. 
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drcd miles, ascertaining tlie spiritual condition of the people, and everywhere 
making efficient arrangements for the distribution of the word of God. 

D C 

“ In almost every hamlet there was new proof that such effort was needed; 
in each hamlet, proof also that the effort would meet wilh response on the 
part of willing purchasers. Here was a parish in which a folio Bible, greatly 
injured by use, had all its defective pages accurately supplied by the pen of a 
common peasant; and there another, whose lent copy had so long been 
retained by the islanders of Grimsey, that the right of its possession had 
become a disputed point. One copy in an island; tw f o in a parish; twelve 
among two hundred people; six among two hundred and fifty; a clergyman 
seeking for seventeen long years to possess a copy of his own, and hitherto 
unable to secure the treasure; peasants who had offered, but offered in vain, 
to the amount of fivc-and-twcnty shillings for a copy;-—such are the inci¬ 
dents that crowd upon the page. The Testaments sent over in 1807 anil 1812, 
were traced to their destination, but were found to have gone a very little 
way towards meeting the extensive demand. * * * The general intelligence 
of the people rendered their need of Scripture the more obvious. In a par¬ 
ish of four hundred, where all who were above eight years old had been 

' D * 

taught to read, there might well be a universal desire for the Book of books.” 1 

In the month of July, 1815, the initial steps were taken at Reykiavik which 
resulted in the formation of the Icelandic Bible Society, an institution which 
still exists, and, according to the latest communications, received several 
years since, had issued in all above ten thousand Bibles and Testaments. 
Having finished his work of exploration, Mr. Henderson sailed for Copenha¬ 
gen, where lie arrived Sept. 6, 1815. In bringing to a close the notice of 
this visit to Iceland, it is pertinent to add, that, while zealously and energeti¬ 
cally executing liis commission as agent of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, he improved every opportunity to make himself acquainted with the 
remarkable natural phenomena of that wonderful island. 

“ lie, in consequence, visited and inspected with ardent and indefatigable 
zeal the awfully sublime, yea, often terrific scenes, which abound in that land 
of volcanoes, in which often a strange conflict is seen between the elements 
of fire and water — between boiling hot springs and all the cold and freezing 
changes of snow and ice. There we find our traveller climbing up and 
descending mountains, standing between thundering masses of melting lava 
and rushing floods, and exhibiting an indomitable courage, amounting, in the 
opinion of his hardy Icelandic guides, to almost a provocation of dangers so 
immediate and threatening, that even a spectator at a distance could scarcely 
refrain from mingled feelings of admiration of his courage and calm self- 
possession, amidst surrounding scenes of horror, and of disapproval and 


1 Memoir, p. 165. 
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condemnation of a spirit of presumption, exposing health and life to needless 
risk and sacrifice. * * * Yet this very boldness, nay, rashness, enabled him 
to witness and describe scenes which few, if any, of his predecessors in 
travel had dared to approach so near, and to observe so closely.” 1 

It should be added that Mr. Henderson, being a good Icelandic scholar, was 
thus enabled freely to converse with all classes of the native population, from 
the learned clergy and gentry to the illiterate farmer and day-laborer. “ Thus 
joyfully and manfully proceeding on his errand of mercy, he was treated by 
high and low, by the clergy and the laity, in the most respectful manner. lie 
was most kindly and hospitably entertained, often accompanied part of the 
way by those who had afforded him in their houses every accommodation and 
comfort in their power; or provided with safe guides, and dismissed with 
prayers, benedictions, and other affecting marks of the liveliest gratitude and 
Christian affection, by our Icelandic brethren, — and which they desired to 
evince to one who had been sent to them from a far distant nation as a mes¬ 
senger of peace, and an angel of mercy, with the gift of that Holy Book, 
which had already proved to millions, and would in time to come prove to 
generations yet unborn, an inexhaustible source of the purest instruction, 
and the most solid consolation.” 2 

From his return to Copenhagen in September 1815, to October of the fol¬ 
lowing year, Mr. Henderson was assiduously employed in journeying through 
Denmark and the adjacent regions of Pomerania and northern Germany, 
being, as he expressed it, “constantly on the wing.” Wishing for a season 
of rest, he had already bespoken his passage to Leith, in Scotland, with the 
hope of spending some time among his friends at home, when he received 
notice of an appointment to visit St. Petersburgh, on an agency for the Brit¬ 
ish and Foreign Bible Society. A letter written to Mr. Paterson under date 
of October 22, 1816, gives a delightful revelation of his feelings in view of 
this sudden change in his plans, and of his whole-hearted devotion to the 
cause of Christ. He says : 

“ What a complete change has instantaneously been effected in my plans! 
I imagined my continental labors were at a close for this season; had spent 
about eight days with my friends here in Altona; bespoke my passage on 
board one of the smacks for Leith; made every needful preparation for my 
departure, and was fondly dreaming of domestic enjoyments, when all at 
once I heard a voice behind me saying, ‘ This is the way, walk ye in it.’ I 
1 turned to the voice that spake unto me,’ and behold, my path was plain be¬ 
fore me. Instead of Edinburgh, I was to regard St. Petersburgh as the place 
of my destination. On Sabbath last, after preaching my first sermon on 

1 Rev. Dr. Steinkopff, as quoted in memoir, p. 105. 

2 Dr. Steiukopff, ats quoted above, p. 106. 
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Lot’s wife, I received two letters from London, one five, the other only six 
days old, urging the necessity of my repairing without a moment’s delay to 
St. Petersburgh, with the view of strengthening your hands in the work of 
the Lord.” 1 

Of course he complied without hesitation, and wrote to the committee in 
London: “ Had I not come to the determination instantly to comply with 
your request, how could I have borne the cutting reflection, ‘ Dcmas hath 
forsaken me, having loved the present world ? ' ” 2 

In the middle of December we find him in the Russian capital, where his 
labors, after lie had been duly initiated by Mr. Paterson (who was preparing 
for a temporary absence), date from about the commencement of the year 
1817. Here he entered upon “another man’s line of things made ready to 
his hand,” for Mr. Paterson was an efficient Bible agent. 

“ The task was multiform. It consisted in seeing to the corrections of the 
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proofs as they left the press, and in superintending the town-issue of those 
Scriptures, or portions of Scripture, that were already in stock; in trans¬ 
mitting copies, when needful, to the associations already formed in various 
parts of the empire, and in corresponding with the Astrachan and other mis¬ 
sionaries about the translations or renditions that were yet needed. French, 
Greek, Moldavian, Georgian, Cahnuc, and other Bibles were in progress. 
Archimandrites and princes had to be consulted; translators had to be con¬ 
ferred with; paper, types, and binding had to be cared for; the depot to be 
looked after; and committee-meetings, of several hours in duration, to be 
attended.” 3 

How efficient was the Russian Bible Society at this period, may be inferred 
from the fact, that in a letter dated St. Petersburgh, June 8, 1817, Dr. Hen¬ 
derson states that from the establishment of the society, to the present time, 
its committee had “ either published, or engaged in publishing, no fewer than 
forty-three editions of the sacred Scriptures, in seventeen different languages, 
forming a grand total of one hundred and ninety-six thousand copies.” 4 
Much of the success of the good cause he attributes to the warm patronage 
then extended by the Emperor Alexander to the Bible cause. 

An incident that occurred during this visit to St. Petersburgh deserves a 
passing notice, as a further illustration of his self-denying missionary spirit. 
He received in January 1817 a very urgent and unexpected call to join the 
mission which had been projected by the London Missionary Society to the 
town of Irkutsk, in Siberia. Immediately he set apart a day for solemn self- 
examination and prayer with reference to his duty. The record he has left 
of this, shows how deep down into his soul the true spirit of Christianity had 
penetrated. The result of this prayerful deliberation was a decision to go on 
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the mission, though he thereby renounced the fondly-cherished hope of a 
visit to his native country. But scarcely was this determination formed 
before he was called to reconsider it, on account of the strenuous efforts of 
the Bible Society to retain him in their employment; and this cost him a 
severer struggle than the first. But, with the same simplicity of purpose with 
which he had formed the resolve to go on the Irkutsk mission, he renounced 
it, and continued his labors in the service of the Bible Society. 

During the residence in St, Petersburg}! that has just been noticed, he re¬ 
ceived from Copenhagen a document, sealed with the triangle and the seven- 
stringed lyre of the Scandinavian Literary Society, nominating him one of 
its corresponding members. In the month of June following, a diploma was 
forwarded from Kiel, conferring upon him the title of Doctor in Philosophy. 

The return of Dr. Paterson, in August, left him at liberty to revisit his 
native land, where he arrived in December, taking Stockholm, Copenhagen, 
and other places belonging to the field of his former labors, on his route. 

The earliest news that reached Dr. Henderson upon his return to England 
was the tidings of his mother’s death. His father's decease had occurred 
during his Icelandic explorations. Repairing to Edinburgh, he wrote the 
concluding part of his work on Iceland, and superintended the printing of the 
same. In the end of April, 1818, his volumes left the press, bearing a dedi¬ 
cation to Prince Christian Frederic, of Denmark. So favorably were they 
received, that a second edition was soon called for, and an abridgment was 
published at a later date in the United States. 

Soon afterwards (May 19) he was united in marriage to Miss Susannah 
Kennion, the daughter of Mr. John Reunion, in whom he found a compan¬ 
ion of cultivated mind and congenial spirit, every way worthy of himself. 
The ensuing summer he spent in travelling for the Bible Society through 
England and Scotland. On Monday, Sept. 28, he, with his companion, set 
sail from Leith, on his third continental journey. It was intended that after 
revisiting the Hanoverian and Holstein auxiliaries, he should winter at Co¬ 
penhagen, then pass, via Norway, to St. Petcrsburgh, and finally take up his 
abode at Astrachan, on the Caspian Sea, where rooms were already assigned 
him in the Mission House, and whither the bulk of his lu££ra£re was at once 
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forwarded, to await his expected arrival. Such was the plan. lie was now 
in the zenith of his popularity and influence as a Bible agent, and to human 
appearance everything promised a favorable issue. But, as in the beginning 
of his missionary career, so now he had to learn once more that God’s ways 
are not man’s ways. To him it happened, as it has to many other eminent 
servants of God, that, in the full tide of success, a series of reverses was to be 
encountered, by which his Christian activity should be turned into another 
channel, where, doubtless, God saw that his labors could best subserve the 
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cause of his kingdom. When, in carrying out the plan above sketched, the 
time had arrived for his long-planned journey to Norway, he started from 
Gottenburgh on this expedition “ in a small country conveyance, so low built 
that its structure naturally suggested a notion of perfect'security. “It is 
hardly bigger than a wheelbarrow; if it were upset, you could scarcely be 
hurt, was the remark casually made .” 1 But he had that very day to learn that 

“SQfety coueiets not in escape 
From dangers of a frightful shape. M 

About mid-day, the little vehicle was upset, and the traveller’s shoulder and 
the radius of the fore-arm were dislocated and otherwise injured. Unable to 
bear the motion of a carriage-, he was conveyed to the river near by, and 
taken back along the Gotha Elf. Eventually, the bones in the fore-arm lost 
their power of flexion and rotation, and the delay which the accident had 
occasioned left no time for the journey to Norway. 

Dr. Henderson proceeded to St. Petersburgh, which place was reached on 
the 11th of September, 1819. The studies which occupied the closing months 
of 1819, like those of the preceding winter at Copenhagen, consisted in the 
mastering of the Turkish, Tatar, and Persic languages, all of which would 
be needed for his anticipated Astrachan labors, upon which he hoped to enter 
the ensuing season. But a delay of a whole year was occasioned by the 
death of Dr. Paterson’s wife, which made it necessary that the bereaved hus- 
baud should have a temporary respite from his services at the Russian capi¬ 
tal. It was not till March 1821 that Drs. Paterson and Henderson could 
arrange to start with Mr. SeroflT, one of the committee, on their projected 
visit of exploration. Leaving St. Petersburgh, they proceeded, by Novgorod 
and Tver, to Moscow; thence, by Kalouga and Koursk, to Pultawa, the field 
eo fatal to the Swedish hero; thence, by Tcbernigov and Kiev, to Odessa, on 
the Black Sea. After this they made an eight days’ Crimean trip, spending 
the Sabbath at Akhtiar, the modern Sevastopol . Thence they journeyed 
eastward to Taganrog, on the Sea of Azof, where Dr. Henderson was seized 
with an ague which clung to him with pertinacity during all the remainder 
of his journey. Crossing the Don, they entered Asia, and finally reached 
the long-looked-for Astrachan on the 13th of August, where a great part of 
Dr. Henderson’s furniture and library were awaiting his permanent residence. 

Starting again from Astrachan, on the first of October, on their way 
towards Persia, they crossed the Caucasian mountains; but, when they had 
advanced as far as Tiflis, their expedition was brought to a close by a differ¬ 
ence of opinion between them and the Bible Society, which resulted in their 
tendering their resignation as its accredited agents. This had respect to AH 
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Bey’s Turkish version of the New Testament, with which the two friends 
were dissatisfied on grounds the validity of which was afterwards recognized, 
at least in a practical way, by the managers of the Bible Society. Recross- 
ing the Caucasus, and ordering the goods which had arrived at Astraehan to 
be repacked and sent to St. Petersburg!*, they hastened back to the Russian 
capital, which they reached early in February 1822. Here they were imme¬ 
diately retained in the service of the Russian Bible Society. To this Dr. 
Henderson devoted the last three years of his residence in Russia. It was 
not long before symptoms of a deep-laid scheme of opposition to the Bible 
cause began to manifest themselves. The plot, according to Dr. Paterson, 
embraced not only Greek ecclesiastics, but others of high eminence, among 
whom he names Metternich, the great Austrian diplomatist. To trace 
the history of this conspiracy against the word of truth, would be out 
of place in the present brief notice. How successful it was in the end, we 
all know. The Emperor Alexander remained personally friendly to the 
agents; but so limited had become the operations of the society, with no 
prospect of any enlargement in the future, that, in the spring of 1825, Dr. 
Henderson sought and obtained, through Prince Galitzin, the emperor’s per¬ 
mission to resign his office. No time was lost in making arrangements for the 
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homeward voyage, and on the the 5th of July, 1825, he and his were safely 
landed in the British metropolis. Dr. Paterson tarried a little longer, but he 
too was compelled to withdraw; and upon the accession of the Emperor 
Nicholas, all operations at the Bible House were speedily suspended, at least 
so far as concerned the distribution of the Scriptures to Russian subjects. 
“ It only remains to be hoped,” adds the memoir, “ that the day may come 
when the second Alexander shall emulate the Christian graces and religious 
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benevolence of the imperial relative whose name he bears; and that the 
bouse of Romanoff may yet be linked with Russia’s highest and best pros¬ 
perity.” 1 

It ought to be added that, during his last three years’ residence in St. reters- 
burgh, the Ethiopic was the language to which Dr. Henderson particularly 
devoted himself. 

“ Among his papers, and dated April, 1823, is a neatly-executed collation 
of St. John’s Gospel, in the Ethiopic, as preserved in manuscript in the Pub¬ 
lic Imperial Library. His standard of comparison was the Ethiopic of the 
London Polyglott, and each instance of a various reading appears to be 
noted down in its order.” 3 

But he did not content himself with being simply a student of God's word, 
and an agent for its distribution. He sought opportunity to preach it also. 
Turning his attention to the English sailors at Cronstadt, he began to preach 

l Memoir, pp. 299, 300. 2 r. 270. 
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there regularly beneath the Bethel flag, going out on Saturday and returning 
on the Monday’s boat. The interest which lie thus felt in seamen was cher¬ 
ished after his return to his native land, and he was often employed in advo¬ 
cating their cause on the platform or from the pulpit. 

With Dr. Henderson’s return to England, his missionary labors, extending 
over a term of twenty years, were brought to a close. We are now to con¬ 
template him in the character of a teacher and an author. The decease of 

■ 

Rev. Dr. Boguc, in October 182G, left vacant the Theological Tutorship of 
the Missionary College at Hoxton, which was under the supervision of the 
Directors of the London Missionary Society. On the recommendation of 
several friends, Dr. Henderson was invited to take provisional charge of the 
missionary students, until some permanent arrangement could be made. Here 
he so approved himself to the Directors, that, in the following spring, they 
agreed on inviting him to accept the permanent tutorship in that institution. 
Thus, by one of those easy movements which are so characteristic of God’s 
providential government, he was quietly inducted into an office for the fulfil¬ 
ling of whose duties he had been for years unconsciously qualifying himself. 
It was not, however, without hesitation, that he consented to occupy this re¬ 
sponsible situation. In a letter addressed to the treasurer of the society, 
while the question of his acceptance was still pending, he says: 

“ Though I can truly say that nothing would give me greater delight than 
to be in any way instrumental in preparing missionary candidates for the 
great and weighty office towards which their attention is directed, I do feel 
the duties and responsibilities attaching to the Theological Tutorship to be of 
so very serious a nature, that I should consider it the height of presumption 
in a mere stripling like myself to think of undertaking the task. 

“ Surely, my dear sir, the Directors are not aware that the course of study 
which I enjoyed before leaving Scotland was extremely limited; and that 
during the ticenty years I have spent in foreign parts, my time has been so 
completely occupied with business of an altogether desultory kind, as to pre¬ 
clude the possibility of my giving any attention to the study of systematic 
theology.” 1 

Tljat the objection thus ingenuously stated by him was in itself weighty, 
need not be denied. The fact, however, that he so felt its weight, is the best 
evidence that the Directors acted wisely in disregarding it. Had he been one 
of those men who are always boasting of their limited advantages in early life, 
instead of assiduously occupying themselves, as he did, in making amends for 
what was then deficient by the diligent improvement of all the means at their 
disposal, he would not have merited the confidence of the Directors. But, 
understanding that he was one who could master any subject to which he gave 
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close attention, and who would spare no pains to fit himself for the conscien¬ 
tious discharge of any duty he might be prevailed on to undertake, they, by 
their deputation, overcame his scruples, and induced Ids consent. He brought 
to his work not only a true missionary spirit, but also a rich fund of experi¬ 
ence. Hence he was able to enrich his lectures with apposite and forci¬ 
ble illustrations, which gave pointedness and weight to the maxims that he 
inculcated. First of all he sought to elevate the standard of piety among 
the missionary students. u The business,” said he, “ on which you go forth is 
of so unearthly a nature, — it has so immediately to do with God, the souls 
of men, and the eternal world, — that except you are influenced by motives 
drawn from these sources, you must inevitably fail of becoming efficient 
laborers in the missionary field. It is not to learn languages, translate books, 
or introduce the arts and sciences of civilized life, that you go to the heathen. 
Whatever of this description may engage your attention, is merely subordi¬ 
nate and accessory. You go to instruct, to win, to save souls. To this 
everything must bend; to this everything must be laid under contribution. 
* * * And can you possibly expect to prove successful in such an enterprise, 
to enter heartily into it, or prosecute it with enthusiasm, vigor, and persever¬ 
ance, if your spirit be worldly, and your affections low and grovelling ? ” 1 
"While thus giving, as was meet, the foremost place to the culture of the 
heart, he assiduously strove to foster a taste for theological and linguistic 
acquirements. The following extracts, from the pen of one who had access to 
Dr. Henderson’s class-room, will best illustrate his characteristics as a teacher: 

“ .4s a teacher, he brought nothing into the class-room which had not been 
carefully and even elaborately prepared. * * * It was rather his intense 
application and indomitable industry, than any extraordinary talent, that 
distinguished him. If by genius is meant the undoubted possession of the 
creative or inventive faculty, then genius was not the property of my friend. 
If anything, he was rather wanting in imagination. * * * He never indulged 
much in illustration, and his illustrations never partook of the daring of 
genius. But if, on the other hand, ‘genius is the instinct of enterprise,’ and 
if the instinct of enterprise is labor, then, in this sense, my honored friend 
was the possessor of this mighty gift. * * * As Dr. Henderson was not a 
man who lived without a purpose, so neither was he a man to spend his hours 
without a plan. His time was faithfully divided; and in each division he had 
his self-appointed round of duties and engagements, to which he devoted 
himself with unwearied and strenuous perseverance. Ilis lectures were the 
result of extensive reading and careful investigation. * * * He excelled in 
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weighing evidence, and impressing upon it its relative value. Ilis discrimi¬ 
nation was clear, and his judgment was sound. He was wholly free from. 
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theory and speculation. lie dealt with fact, not with fiction. lie searched 
for data, not for opinions. His conclusions rested on the most solid basis. 
Ilis theology was rather scriptural than scholastic; and his prelections were 
rather practical than brilliant. * * * In the Oriental languages, and in Bib¬ 
lical criticism, Dr. Henderson was at home. As a philologist, he had few 
equals in this country. lie composed a Hebrew Grammar of his own, and 
allowed the students to copy it piecemeal from his own manuscript; and in 
the reading and interpreting of the Hebrew Scriptures he revelled with un¬ 
bounded delight. Equally wide and correct was his acquaintance with the 
cognate languages, and this knowledge eminently qualified him for a freer 
and more independent exhibition of the sacred text. 

“Himself a man of intense application and labor, and knowing from his 
own experience that there is no other path to success and to eminence, he 
loved the men who were willing to make the efiort and endure the toil of an 

D 

ascent. If he did not, like the immortal Chatham, trample difficulties under 
his feet, lie could, in the exercise of a purer faith, at least smile at them. 
Sloth and sluggishness were alien to his own nature, and he had no sympathy 
with idleness in his students. * * * He had a high appreciation of merit. 
Like every one possessed of richer gifts and wider attainments, he was a man 
of generous soul; and wherever he discovered the puddings and burstings of 
superior talent, he had at command his word of encouragement, or his smile 
of approval. He was not lavish in his expressions of praise; but his whole 
manner embodied more than words; it was only in those cases in which the 
proofs of neglect and idleness were too plain to be denied, that his fine open 
brow ever became darkened with a frown, and that his utterance became 
more sharply pointed, and his words fell with a keener edge. Dr. Hender¬ 
son was a strict disciplinarian, and so far as his influence reached, nothing 
was allowed to invade the majesty of law. lie believed in God, and there¬ 
fore he believed in order. Yet this never chilled those warmer charities 
which have their seat and centre in the heart/’ 1 

After four years of labor in the Missionary College at Iloxton, Dr. Hen¬ 
derson received, in Feb. 1830, an appointment to the Theological Tutorship in 
the Ministerial College at Highbury. This he accepted without hesitation, 
as it opened to him a wider sphere, and he knew that the missionary direc¬ 
tors were contemplating the discontinuance of their institution, the number 
of missionary candidates not being such as to warrant the outlay incurred, 
and the different ministerial colleges being disposed to facilitate the entrance 
of missionary students within their walls. 

His connection with the college at Highbury was continued till the spring 
of 1850, when, upon the amalgamation of the three metropolitan colleges at 

1 Rev. Robert Ferguson, D.D., as quoted in the memoir, pp. 323—327. 
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Homerton, Coward, and Highbury, his labors as a teacher in a public insti¬ 
tution were brought to a close. Of his services at Highbury it is only neces¬ 
sary to say that they were of the same general character as those at Iloxton. 
“ lie never forgot at Highbury,” says his biographer, “ that he had been tutor 
at Iloxton. It was seldom that he had not missionary students in one or 
other of his classes. Over all such he kept a jealous watch, lest their pulpit 
popularity should tempt them to retract their pledge, and withdraw their 
hand from the plough. For the benefit of such, he was always ready to 
spare an extra hour, if tuition in some Oriental language might be of profit 
to them in their future career.” 1 

Dr. Henderson’s hospitalities to foreigners are well known, and remem¬ 
bered with great delight. Many were the literary men, especially from the 
western hemisphere, who enjoyed the pleasure of his society for a few hours 
of profitable intercourse. 

In 1S52, two years after his removal from the tutorship at Highbury, Dr. 
Henderson was induced to undertake the pastorate of the Independent Con¬ 
gregation of Sheen Yale Chapel, at Mortlake, in Surrey. Upon the discharge 
of his pastoral duties he entered zealously, and with great delight. To preach 
Christ crucified was his chosen work, and during the whole period of his 
tutorship, he had continued it as he had opportunity. But the service evi¬ 
dently exceeded his present strength. In September, 1853, after having held 
the pastorate for only a year and a quarter, he was compelled to relinquish 
it, and take his place as a private member among his people. 

From this time his health and mental vigor gradually declined, till, on the 
1 Ctli day of May, 1858, he peacefully departed from this life, at Mortlake, 
the scene of his closing public labors, when he had now attained the age of 
seventy-three years. 

It remains to take a brief survey of Dr. Henderson’s labors as an author, 
especially as a commentator, in which character he is best known in the 
United States. 

During his labors at Hoxton he found time to carry through the press his 
“ Biblical Researches and Travels in Russia.” To the Congregational Mag- 
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azine he became a contributor, and occasionally furnished articles or reviews, 
drawn for the most part from materials that were lying ready for use. At 
Highbury he prepared and printed an elaborate examination of the cele¬ 
brated passage, 1 Tim. iii. 16. It was entitled, “The Great Mystery of 
Godliness Incontrovertible.” Upon the republication, in 1833, of “ Buck’s 
Theological Dictionary,” he prepared for it five hundred new articles, while 
the already existing notices on Christian sects were carefully brought up to 


1 Memoir, pp. 348 , 840. 



OF THE AUTHOR. 


XXHI 


by the biographer that the popularity of this work among the students of the 
sacred text “ has been fully as great as was that of his * Isaiah,’ — among the 
Americans even greater.” 1 This is due partly, perhaps, to its greater in¬ 
trinsic merit, but still more to the paucity of commentaries on the Minor 
Prophets, that unite rich and varied learning with the pure evangelical spirit. 

It was after his retirement from Highbury that his commentaries on Jere¬ 
miah and Ezekiel appeared — the former in 1851, the latter in 1855. These 
are of a less elaborate character. 

“ The Commentary on Jeremiah contained, as it required, a proportion¬ 
ately smaller number of notes than had been needful in the preceding vol¬ 
umes. But the notes which it did thus contain have been deemed by no 
means inferior to those of an earlier date, either in thought or expression. 
* * * The five lamentations, or elegies, of the prophet, are appropriately in¬ 
cluded in the work.” 2 

Of the book of the prophet Ezekiel it can hardly be said that for its 
full illustration it required fewer notes than Isaiah or the Minor Prophets. 
The brevity of Dr. Henderson’s commentary on this book is ascribed in the 
biography to the fact that “ the tide of life was receding, and the fulness of 
life’s labors was diminishing.” 3 It must not be supposed, however, that the 
matter which it contains is of an interior quality. It embodies the results 
mainly of his previous investigations, stated in a clear and perspicuous 
manner, though the biblical student could wish for fuller discussions of some 
points. 

To the above sketch, drawn from the materials furnished by the biography, 
with only here and there the addition of a passing reflection, it may be proper 
to add, by wav of independent judgment, a single general criticism on Dr. 
Henderson as an expounder of prophecy. In perusing his commentaries, not 
a few will feel that he carries to an unwarrantable extent the principle of 
restricting the prophetic declarations and delineations to specific events. This 
makes necessary the assumption of very abrupt transitions backwards and for¬ 
wards, where it would seem that the principle of a progressive fulfilment — 
“ first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear ” — would have 
the double advantage of being in harmony with all that we know of the plan 
of God’s government, and also of carrying the interpreter consistently through 

1 Memoir, p. 417. The present ifl a reprint from the English edition, with the exception 
of some few corrections furnished by Dr. Henderson himself. With the exception of the 
Ethiopic, the quotations from the cognate languages with which the commentary abounds, 
as also those from the Greek and Latin, have been corrected by a comparison with (he 
original sources. 

2 Memoir, pp. 433, 434. 
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the date of this re-issue. Abbott’s “ Corner Stone” underwent revision at 
his hand, and the English editions of Prof. Stewart’s Commentaries also 
passed under his eye. In 183G appeared his well-known treatise on “ Divine 
Inspiration,” which has passed through several editions. At a later period, 
after his labors at Highbury had been broughtto a close, he superintended 
the re publication of five works from the pen of the Rev. Albert Barnes, 
prefixing prefaces of his own to two of them, viz., the Commentaries on the 
books of Job ami Revelation. The other works were, “ Notes on the Book 
of Daniel,” “The Way of Salvation,” and “Essays on Science and The¬ 
ology.” 

Passing by other works of minor importance published or edited by him, 
we come to his Commentaries. The first of these, on the Prophet Isaiah, 
appeared in the year 18-10, when the author was now fifty-six years of age. 
It was the result of long, patient, earnest study. This book had sometimes 
formed the basis of his readings with the fourth year’s class at college, and he 
justly felt that something further was needed in the way of elucidating it. 
Vitringa was too prolix; Lowth far from satisfactory, and abounding in 
many needless and conjectural emendations of the text. The modern Ger¬ 
man commentaries were all more or less tainted with neology; and the com¬ 
mentaries of Barnes and Alexander, in this country, had not yet appeared. 
It is stated by the biographer that “ some four or five years seem to have 
been occupied in the actual compiling of the volume.” 1 This commentary, 
like all the succeeding, he terms, “ critical, philological, and exegctical.” In 
the first of these departments, criticism of the sacred text, he steadfastly 
abides by the ordinary text, where there is no overwhelming amount of man¬ 
uscript evidence in favor of some other reading. In his philological remarks 
he makes an abundant yet sober use of the cognate languages, relying, first 
of all, on a collation of the several passages in which a given word occurs in 
the sacred text, and having recourse to the cognate tongues only as a supple¬ 
mentary aid. In the exegetical department it is his aim to evolve the exact 
scope and force of the prophetic declarations as at first uttered, and under a 
full view of the circumstances that attended their utterance. 

The same general characteristics belong to the present commentary on 
the “Minor Prophets,” which appeared next in order, in the year 1845. 
This is the most learned and elaborate of all his works. In the wonderful 


diversity of style and manner by which each of the twelve Minor Prophets 
is so clearly distinguished from all the rest, — a diversity very apparent in 
the English version, but displaying itself in its full beauty only to him who 
reads them in the original, — Dr. Henderson’s pen found a fine field of ex¬ 
ercise, which it did not fail to improve in a very thorough way. It is stated 
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passages in which the near and more remote future are manifestly blended. 

For example, in Isa. 4:1, the reference is undeniably to judgments near at 

hand ; in the verses that follow, the future glory and safety of the church are 

exhibited as following and effected by the mighty judgments of Jehovah 

cooperating with the effieacions working of his Spirit. Both passages are 

closely connected by the introductory words of verse 2 : Jn that day . 1 Dr. 

Henderson, in his commentary, makes a distinct chapter to begin with verse 

2, remarking that, “having depicted the wickedness of the Jews, and the 

awful judgments with which it would be punished, the prophet devotes this 

short chapter (chap. 4 : 2—G) to an announcement of the glory and felicity 

of the Church in the time of the Messiah.” His note on the two introductory 

words is the following: “2. e^n, at or after that period. The prep. 

a docs not always strictly express what is contained within any given time or 
« 

space; it also points out nearness, society, or accompaniment, that which is 
in connection with, or which follows upon something else. In prophetic vis¬ 
ion, the two states of adversity and prosperity were so closely connected, 
that one period might be said to comprehend them both.” The meaning of 
the last clause, taken in connection with what precedes, seems to be that the 
two states of prosperity and adversity are connected to the prophet’s vision, 
because he does not discern the wide interval of time which actually sepa¬ 
rates them. Would it not be a more exact statement to say that the prophet 
secs the two states of prosperity and adversity in connection, because they 
are thus connected in their inmost nature, being both parts of one indivisible 
whole, viz., the progress of God's people through severe discipline, to peace 
and universal victory; that, therefore, the predicted calamities which should 
befall the Jcw9 in connection with their first captivity, though having a true 
historic fulfilment, yet stand as the representatives of like calamities to be 
repeated in their history, and that of the Christian Church, which is their 
true heir, as often as their sins shall make it necessary; and that the prom¬ 
ised future glory of God’s people, though having its perfect accomplishment 
only in the latter days of the Christian dispensation, yet includes in itself all 
previous deliverances and enlargements from the prophet’s day onward, even 
as the perfect day includes in itself the morning dawn which ushers it in, and 
is a part of it ? 

To take another example: Dr. Henderson rightly regards Ezekiel’s temple- 
vision as a symbolic representation, the model presented being ideal, not that 
of an actual structure to be literally realized in all its details in the coming 
future. But for limiting its direct reference to the resettlement of the Jews 
in their own land, and the literal restoration of their sanctuary privileges 
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and sacrificial institutes in the metropolis of Canaan, he seems .to have no 
wood warrant. The resettlement of the land of Canaan, and the rebuilding 

c o 

of the city and temple after the captivity, were only a part, and a very small 
part, of the “ good things to come ” which the vision shadowed forth. Its 
fulfilment belongs to the whole history of the church from Ezekiel’s day 
onward, and it will be completed only in that yet future day when God shall 
make good to the uttermost his ancient promise : u 0 thou afflicted, tossed 
with tempest, and not comforted! behold I will lay thy stone9 with fair cob 
ors, and lay thy foundations with sapphires. And I will make thy windows 
of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of precious stones. 
And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the 
peace of thy children.” 1 Then shall the name of that spiritual city of God 
be called, in the fullest sense of the words, “ The Lord is there.” 

Such would be the general criticism which we should offer on Dr. Hender¬ 
son’s commentaries. At the same time we should warmly commend them to 
the diligent study of the Biblical scholar, as rich sources of instruction and 
profit. 

1 Isaiah 64:11-13. 

4 
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The Minor Prophets are first mentioned as the Twelve by Jesus the Son 
of Sirach. 1 Under this designation, they also occur in the Talmudic tract, 
entitled Baba Bathra ; 2 and Jerome specifies, as the eighth in the second 
division of the sacred books of the Jews, The Book of the Twelve Prophets, 
which, he says, they call Thereasar . 3 Melito, who is the first of the Greek 
Fathers that has left us a catalogue of these books, uses precisely the same 
language. 4 That they were regarded as forming one collective body of writ¬ 
ings at a still earlier period, appears from the reference made by the proto- 
martyr Stephen to the Book of the Prophets, 5 when quoting Amos v. 27. 
The same style is employed by the Rabbins, who call Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezek¬ 
iel, and the Twelve, the Four Latter Prophets. 6 They arc also spoken of as 
one book by Gregory Nazianzen, in his poem, setting forth the component 
parts of the sacred volume. 7 

At what time, and by whom they were collected, cannot be determined 
with certaintv. According to Jewish tradition, the collection of the sacred 

• O " 

books generally is attributed to the men of the Great Synagogue, a body of 
learned Scribes, said to have been formed by Ezra, and continuing in exist¬ 
ence till the time of Simon the Just, who flourished early in the third century 
before Christ. In the opinion of many, Nchcmiah completed this collection, 
by adding to those books which had already obtained a place in the canon, 
such as had been written in, or near his own times. 8 If this actually was the 
case, it cannot be doubted that he must have availed himself of the authority 
of Malachi in determining what books were really entitled to this distinction ; 
and this Prophet, who was the last in the scries of inspired writers under the 
ancient dispensation, may thus be considered to have given to the canon the 


1 Kal twv 5w5fxa irpo<pi)Tu>v to oara avc&<i\oi 4 k tov t6ttov abrwv. Ecclus. xlix. 10. 

2 ** ^ ■ k 

w ✓ — m tj» 

3 '"*P ; or, as it is generally contracted, 

4 tuv SuStKa 4v [ioi/o0lQ\tCf>. 

5 Ka^i>s ytypaTTTcu 4v B ifiky twv TrpocfnjTuv, Acts vii. 42. 

6 

7 M lav p,4v tlaiv 4s ypa<p^v ol Ac£SeKa* 

'Cl(TT}t k ’ Kal Mixaias & rpiros, 

’ETreiy ’IadjA, fir' 'Iwvas, 'A/35iar, 

N aovfi re, ’A 00okovk re wal So^oWa;, 

’Ay-yolor, tlra Zaxapaiar, MaAaxtar, 

Mfa v o75e. Carmen xxx. iii. 

Kal ir KarafiaWtffifyos 0i0\u^T}Kiji' f 4iri(rurf)yayc Tck Trepl rwu fiaffiAcatv Kal 
Kal to tov AaulS, Kal 4Triaro?\As flaa iAfa»v Trepl bi/a&tfulTw. 2 Macc. ii. 13. 
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sanction of Divine approbation. 'Within a century and a half afterwards, 

they were translated into Greek, along with the rest of the sacred books, and 

have ever since obtained an undisputed place among the oracles of God. 

To these twelve prophetical books the epithet “Minor" has been applied, 

simply on the ground of their size, compared with those which precede them, 

and not with any view of detracting from their value, or of representing them 

as in any respect inferior in point of authority. 

The books are not arranged in the same order in the Hebrew and Scptu- 

aginl texts, and in neither is the chronology exactly observed, as may be seen 

from the following table, in which the mean time is assumed as the basis of 

© 1 

the calculation: 

LXX. 

1. Ilosea. 

2. Amos. 

3 Micali. 

4- Joel 
5. Obadiah. 

G. Jonah. 

7. Nahum. 

8 llnbnkkuk. 

9. Zephaniah. 

10. Haggai. 

11. Zechariah. 

12. Malachi. 

Ncwcomc, Boothroyd, and some other translators, have adopted the order 
which appeared to them to be chronologically correct; but in the present 
work that is retained which is found in the Hebrew Bible, and followed in the 
Vulgate, in all the authorized European versions, and in those of Michaclis, 
Dathe, Dc Wctte, and others, simply on the ground of the facility of refer¬ 
ence, which the other arrangement docs not afford, but which is practically 
of greater importance than any advantage derivable from the change. 

The Minor Prophets have generally been considered more obscure and 
difficult of interpretation than any of the other prophetical books of the Old 
Testament. Besides the avoidance of a minute and particular style of de¬ 
scription, and the exhibition of the more general aspects of events only, 
which are justly regarded as essentially characteristic of prophecy, and the 
exuberance of imagery, which was so admirably calculated to give effect to 
the oracles delivered by the inspired Seers, but which to us does not possess 
the vividness and perspicuity which it did to those to whom it was originally 
exhibited, there are peculiarities attaching more or less to each of the writers, 
arising cither from his matter, or from the manner of its treatment, which 
present difficulties of no ordinary magnitude to common readers, and many 
that are calculated to exercise the ingenuity, and, in no small degree, to per¬ 
plex the mind of the more experienced interpreter. We arc frequently left 
to guess historical circumstances from what wc otherwise know of the features 

of the times, and sometimes wc have no other means of ascertaining their 

© 

character than what are furnished by the descriptive terms employed in the 
predictions themselves. Though in such cases general ideas may be collected 
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respecting the persons or things which are presented to view in the text, yet 
we want the historical commentary which would elucidate and give point to 
its various particulars. The accounts contained in the books of Kings and 
Chronicles are frequently too brief to furnish us with a key to many of the 
prophecies which were fulfilled during the period which they embrace; while 
the pages of profane history only slightly touch, if they touch at all, upon 
events which the scope and bearing of the predictions determine to periods 
within the range of subjects professedly treated of by its authors. 

Against none of these prophets has the charge of obscurity been brought 
with greater appearance of justice than against Hosca, whose prophecies are 
obviously, for the most part, mere compendia, or condensed notes of what lie 
publicly delivered, though preserving, to a considerable extent, the logical 
and verbal forms which characterized his discourses. Besides a profusion of 
metaphors, many of which are derived from sources little accordant with the 
dictates of occidental taste, we find in his book a conciseness of expression, 
an abruptness of transition, a paucity of connecting particles, and changes 
in person, number, and gender, to which nothing equal occurs in any of the 
other prophets. The visions of Zcchariah also arc not without their difficul¬ 
ties; but these arise, not from the language, which is remarkably simple in its 

character, but from the symbols which represent certain historical scenes and 
events. 

The period of time within whieh the authors of the books flourished, in¬ 
cludes the entire prophetic cycle of more than four hundred years — Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel, having also lived in it It is unquestionably 
the most eventful in the history of the Hebrews. It embraces the introduc¬ 
tion of image-worship, and that of Pheenician idolatry, with all its attendant 
evils, among the Israelites; the regieidal murders and civil wars which shook 
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their kingdom to its centre ; the corruptions of the Jewish state in conse¬ 
quence of its adoption of the idolatrous practices of the northern tribes; the 
Assyrian ami Egyptian alliances; the irruption of the Syrian, Assyrian, and 
Chaldean armies into Palestine; the Assyrian and Babylonian captivities; 
the Persian conquests; the release of the Jews, and their restoration to their 
own land; and the state of affairs at Jerusalem during the governorship of 
Nehcmiah. Upon all these various events and circumstances, the predictions, 
warnings, threatenings, promises, and moral lessons, have, in a multiplicity of 
aspects, a more or less pointed and important bearing. Events subsequent 
to this period likewise form the subjects of prophetic announcement — such 
as the progress of Alexander the Great; the successes of the Maccabees; the 
corruptions which prevailed in the last times of the Jewish state ; the de¬ 
struction of Jerusalem by the Romans; the dispersion, future conversion, and 
restoration of the Jews; and the universal establishment of true religion 
throughout the world. Intermingled with these topics, and giving to each a 
significance and interest which it could not otherwise have possessed, are 
some of the clearest and most illustrious predictions respecting the Messiah, 
in liis divine and human, his sacerdotal and suffering, and his regal and all- 
conquering character that are to be found in- the Old Testament, 
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It is impossible seriously to peruse this collection of prophetical writings 
without discovering the Omniscient Eye to which all future events, with the 

P * 

most minute of their attendant circumstances, are present; the Omnipotent 
Arm, which, in the most difficult cases, secures the accomplishment of the 
Divine purposes; the glorious attributes of Jehovah as the Moral Governor 
of the universe, and the special Friend and Protector of his people ; the deep 
depravity of the human heart; the multiform phases of moral evil; and the 
just retributions which befall mankind in the present state of existence. 
These, and numerous subjects of a kindred nature, furnish abundance of 
matter “ profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness,” which, while it is able to make “men wise unto salvation, 

P 7 ' , 

through faith which is in Christ Jesus,” is also admirably fitted to “make the 
man of God perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 2 Tim. 
iii. 15—17. 

The principles on which the Author has proceeded in preparing the pres¬ 
ent work are the same by which lie was guided in composing his Commentary 
on the Prophet Isaiah. It has been his great aim to present to the view of 
his readers the mind of the Spirit as expressed in the written dictates of 
inspiration. With the view of determining this, he has laid under contribu¬ 
tion all the means within his reach, in order to ascertain the original state of 
the Hebrew text, and the true and unsophisticated meaning of that text. He 
has constantly had recourse to the collection of various readings made by 
Kennieott and De Rossi; he has compared the renderings of the LXX., the 
Targum, the Syriac, the Arabic, the Vulgate, and other ancient versions: he 
has availed himself of the results of modern philological research; and has 
conducted the whole under the influence of a disposition to place himself in 
the times of the sacred writers — surrounded by the scenery which they 
exhibit, and impressed by the different associations, both of a political and a 
spiritual character, which they embody. In all his investigations he has en¬ 
deavored to cherish a deep conviction of the inspired authority of the books 
which it has been his object to illustrate, and of the heavy responsibility which 
attaches to all who undertake the interpretation of the oracles of God. 

In no instance has the theory of a double sense been permitted to exert 
its influence on his expositions. The Author is firmly convinced, that the 
more this theory is impartially examined, the more it will be found that it 
goes to unsettle the foundations of Divine Truth, unhinge the mind of the 
biblical student, invite the sneer and ridicule of unbelievers, and open the 
door to the extravagant vagaries of a wild and unbridled imagination. Hap¬ 
pily the number of those who adhere to the multiform method of interpreta¬ 
tion is rapidly diminishing; and there cannot be a doubt, that, in proportion 
as the principles of sacred hermeneutics come to be more severely studied, 
and perversions of the word of God, hereditarily kept up under the specious 
garb of spirituality and a more profound understanding of Scripture, are 
discovered and exposed, the necessity of abandoning such slippery and un¬ 
tenable ground will be recognized, and the plain, simple, grammatical and 
natural species of interpretation, adopted and followed. 
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PREFACE. 

Respectixg the origin of this prophet nothing is known beyond what is 
stated in the title, Ter. 1. If, as is now generally agreed, Jeroboam II. died 
about the year b. C. 784, and Hezekiah began to reign about B. c. 728, it would 
appear from the same verse that the period of his ministry must have em¬ 
braced, at the very least, fifty-six years. To some this has seemed incredible, 
chiefly on the ground that his prophecies are comprised within the compass of 
fourteen brief chapters. It must be remembered, however, that the prophets 
were not uninterruptedly occupied with the delivery of oracular matter. 
Sometimes considerable intervals elapsed between their communications, al¬ 
though there can be no doubt that, having once been called to the office of 
public teachers, they devoted much of their time to the instruction of the 
people among whom they lived. Besides, there is no reason for believing 
the contents of the book are all that he ever uttered. They constitute only 
such portions of his inspired communications respecting the Israelites, as the 
Holy Spirit saw fit to preserve for the benefit of the Jews, among whose sacred 
writings they were incorporated. 

Ilosea was contemporary with Isaiah, Micah, and Amos, and, like the last- 
mentioned prophet, directed his prophecies chiefly against the kingdom of the 
ten tribes. 

From the general tenor of his book, and from the history of the times con¬ 
tained in the Books of Kings, he manifestly lived in a very corrupt age. 
Idolatry, a fondness for foreign alliances, civil distractions, and vice of every 
description abounded, the impending judgments on account of which he was 
commissioned to announce. 

Though he occasionally mentions Judah, yet the entire scene is laid in the 
land of Israel, where, there can be little doubt, he lived and taught. 

With the exception of the first and third chapters, which are in prose, the 
book is rhythmical, and abounds in highly figurative and metaphorical language. 
The diction is exceedingly concise and laconic; so much so, that Jerome justly 
describes him as u commaticus et quasi per sententias loquens.” The sentences 
are in general brief and unconnected; the unexpected change of person is of 
frequent occurrence ; number and gender are often neglected ; and the sim¬ 
iles and metaphors are frequently so intermixed, that no small degree of at¬ 
tention is required in order to discover their exact bearing and force. lie is 
more scanty in his use of the particles than the other prophets, which adds 
not a little to the difficulty of interpreting his prophecies. In many instances 
he is .highly animated, energetic, and sublime. Of all the prophets he is, in 
point of language, the most obscure and hard to be understood. 




CHAPTER I. 


This chapter contains the inscription, ver. 1; a representation of the idolatrous kingdom of 
Israel under the image of a female, whom the prophet was ordered to marry, but who 
should prove false to him, 2, 3; and of the punishment with which it woe to be visited, by 
the symbolical names of the prophet's children, together with u. distinct intimation that 
the kingdom of Judah should not be involved in the same destruction, 4-8. It concludes 
with a gracious promise of the joint restoration of all the tribes, and their flourishiug con¬ 
dition iu the land of their fathers, subsequent to the Babylonish captivity. 


1 The word of Jehovah which was communicated to Ilosea, the son 

of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Ilezekiah, 
kin gs of Judah; and in the days of Jeroboam, the son oi Joash, 
king of Israel. 

2 The beginning of the word of Jehovah by Hosea. Jehovah said 


1. The kings here mentioned are those 
spccUied in the inscription to the prophe¬ 
cies of Isaiah, with the addition of Jero¬ 
boam, the son of Joash, commonly called 
Jeroboam the Second, to distinguish him 
from the son of Ncbat. This monarch 
carried on very' successful wars with his 
northern neighbors, and recovered out of 
their hands the territories of which they 
had taken possession; but though thus 
signally prospered, as an instrument in 
the hand of Jehovah, he was a wicked 
character, and greatly promoted idolatry 
in Israel. See 2 Kings xiv. 23-28, 

By 13";, u'ord, is meant the prophetic 
matter contained in the book. Thus the 
Targ. nsnnj naFE.— r^rj is commonly 
rendered “ came" in such connection, but 
it seems preferable to retain its usual sig¬ 
nification, only adding another verb, as 
communicated, imparted , or such like, to 
suit the English idiom. 

2. -q-: is equivalent to 121 and is ren¬ 
dered as a noun in the LXX.i Targ., and 
Syr. It occurs in the absolute form 
13in, Jcr. v. 13, with a similar reference 
to inspired matter. Some have attempted 
to show from the words rrin 121 r THI 
rrir.2 that Hosca w f as the first of the 
prophets employed to convey Jehovah's 
messages to his ancient people; but con¬ 
trary to the import of the words, which 


merely refer to the commencement of the 
prophecies of llosea. For the use of the 
preposition a in such connection, see 
Numb. xii. 2 ; 2 Sam. xxiii. 2. Comp. 
iv tcpo<pi}Tais, Hcb. i. 1. 

The transaction here described, and 
that narrated chap. iii. 1, are clogged 
with almost insuperable difficulties ; and, 
as may be expected, have given rise to 
very different modes of interpretation. 
By most commentators, the things speci¬ 
fied are considered to have actually taken 
place in the outward history of the 
prophet. Others, as Abarbanel, Kimchi, 
Maimonides, Ruffinus, (Eeolampadius, 
Marekius, Pococke, and recently Ileng- 
stenberg, regard the whole in the light 
of internal prophetic vision; while Cal¬ 
vin, Luther, Osiander, Rivetus, Danjrus, 
Rosenmuller, Hitzig, and others, treat it 
as a species of parabolical representation, 
in w'hich the prophet appropriates to him¬ 
self imaginary circumstances, aptly fitted 
to impress the minds of those w'hom he 
addressed with a sense of their wicked¬ 
ness, and the punishment to which it 
exposed them. 

To the last of these opinions it may 
justly be objected that the language, 
u And Jehovah said to ITosea, Go,” ete. 
is identical with thot used Is. vii. 3, viii. 
1, xx. 2 ; Jer. xiii. 1-7, xviii. 1, 2, xix.; 



Chap I. 


HOSEA. 


3 

to Hosea: Go, take thee a lewd woman, and lewd children, for 
the land hath committed great lewdness, in a state of separation 
from Jehovah. 


Ezek, iv. y. xii. xxiv,; and in many 
other passages, which cannot without 
violence be understood parabolic ally. 
Not the slightest hint is given, in the 
present case, that the circumstances are 
fictitious. Besides, it has been observed, 
that there is no instance of any of the 
prophets ever making himself the subject 
of a parable. 

The same objection lies with equal 
force against the assumption, that the 
things described "were merely exhibited 
internally to the mind of the prophet. 
The Divine mandate was doubtless in¬ 
ternal ; but there is no intimation that 
what follows was in ■vision, anv more 

# v 

than in the instances above quoted. On 
the contrary, it is set forth as real matter 
of fact. When internal scenic represen¬ 
tations were granted, the verbs nm or 
to see, are always employed tode- 
scribe the experience of the person who 
viewed them, which is not the ease here. 
See Is. vi.; Jer. xxiv. 1; Ezek. ii. 9 — 
iii- 3 ; Zech. i. 8, ii. iii. etc. Comp, also 
the phraseology of the Apocalypse. 

We are, therefore, shut up to the literal 
interpretation, according to which the 
transactions, though symbolical, were 
real, and outward in the history of Hosea. 
Those, however, who adopt this view, 
are not agreed on the subject of the 
females specified: — some being of opinion 
that only one is intended in both passages; 
others, two; some, that Gomer was not 
a lewd character before the prophet took 
her, but became such afterwards; others, 
that she was originally unchaste; some, 
as Thomas Aquinas, that he did not 


spoken of as lewd as well as their mother. 
Secondly, on the supposition that Gomer 
had been guilty of acts of impurity pre¬ 
vious to her connection with the prophet, 
there would be no congruity in consti¬ 
tuting her a type of Israel, who is repre¬ 
sented as lewd because she had lapsed 
into idolatry, in violation of the marriage 
contract entered into at Sinai. See 
Gesen. Lex. p. 306, 2. Consistency of 
interpretation absolutely requires the 
adoption of this view of the subject, as is 
admitted both by Hengstenberg and Ilit- 
zig. The objections otherwise produced 
by the former of these authors against the 
literal character of the transactions are 
more specious than real. Besides being 
the most obvious and natural, it has 
mueh to recommend it on the ground of 
the public notoriety which infidelity on 
the part of the wife of a prophet must 
have created, and its aptness to typify 
the conduct of the Israelites towards Je¬ 
hovah. It may indeed be said, that his 
marrying a notoriously lewd character 
must have produced a mueh greater sen¬ 
sation. True, but besides the encour¬ 
agement which it must have been calcu¬ 
lated to give to the formation of un¬ 
hallowed and irreligious connections, it 
■would not, as was just observed, have 
been in accordance with the design of the 
transaction, which was, not to represent 
the character of the Hebrews before the 
period of their national reception into 
alliance with Jehovah, but their conduct 
as exhibited in the pages of their subse¬ 
quent history. The phrases D*:*ST rris, 
D*3“T "iVi a lewd woman and lewd c/til- 


maiTy her at all, but merely lived with dren, have the same import, and are not 
her as a concubine ! Lyia and Neweomc to be interpreted as if the mother alone 
think that nothing more is meant by “ a were guilty, and the children merely the 
wife of lewdness,” than an Israelitess — produet of her guilty conduct. Comp, 
one of those who had become guilty of the phrase yj*5 n-i^, children of trans- 

spiritual fornication or idolatry. The gression, i. e. transgressors. Thus as to 
position that Hosea was commanded to o .. 7 7 

marry an impure female cannot be sus- sense the Targ.; and the Syr. ^ ■ a IkC O 
tained, for two reasons. First, the chil- * v 

dren were elearly those afterwards de- an( l children that commit lewd- 

Bcribed as bom to the prophet, and are ness. Thus also Roseruntiller. Both are 
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Ciiap. I. 


3 So he went and took Gomcr, tho daughter of Diblaim, and 

4 she conceived, and bare him a son. And Jehovah said unto 
him, Call his name Jiczkkisl; for yet a little while, and I will 
avenge the blood of Jezrcel upon the house of Jehu, and will 

5 cause the kingdom of the house of Israel to cease. And it shall 
come to pass in that day, that I will break the bow of Israel in 
the valley of J czreel. 


anticipativc as to the relation of the 
prophet, though typical of what hud 
already tuken place on the part of the 
ten tribes. Viewed as a kingdom they 
are represented as a mother ; and as indi¬ 
vidual subjects of that kingdom, they are 
spoken, of as her children. The plural 
C*:*:T is emphatic, as in 

D-tt-i.ctc. Comp. D*3*3T rrn, chap. iv. 
12, and ii. 4. That they are otherwise 
to be identified appears from the use of 
hjl» take, which properly applies only to 
the female, but here governs both nouns, 
as Jerome observes, aird koivov. The 
reason of the symbolic action is assigned 
at the close of the verse — the atrocious 
conduct of the Israelites in renouncing 
the pure worship of Jehovah, and ad¬ 
dicting themselves to idolatry. Comp. 
Lev’, xvii. 7; xx. 5, 6; IIos. iv. 12. 
y-'Sn, the land, is put, by metonymy, for 
its inhabitants. The preposition ps has 
here the force of a negative, which 
strongly expresses the state of separation 
which had taken place. 

3. That the names Gomer and Diblaim 
are to be taken symbolically, as Ileng- 
stenberg interprets, does not appear. 
His cxiiosition of them is fanciful, as is 
that of Jerome, who takes pretty much 
the 6amc view. The use of *iV, to him, 
i. e. to Ilosca, proves that the child was 
not of spurious origin. The word is 
wanting, indeed, in three of Kcnnicott’s 
MSS., and one of Dc Rossi’s, the Com- 
plut. edition of the LXX., the Italu, and 
the Arab.; but the omission in all prob¬ 
ability originated in an attempt to render 
the phraseology eomformable to that of 
verses 6 and 8. 

4, 5. Vssn'p, Jezreel, i. e. God will 

scatter f from yn T, to scatter , disperse , a 9 in 
Zech. x. 9; Targ. It was 

otherwise the proper name of a city in 


the tribe of Issachar, on the brow of the 
central valley in the gTcat plain of the 
same name, and the royal residence of 
Almb and his successors. It w as here 
Jehu exercised acts of the greatest cruelty, 
2 Kings x. 11, 14, 17. These acts vvere 
speedily to be avenged in the extinction 
of the royal family, and the entire ces¬ 
sation of the Israclitish state. It had 
been announced to Jehu that his sons 
should occupy the throne till the fourth 
generation, 2 Kings x. 30. Two of these 
generations had passed away by the time 
of the prophet — Jeroboam being the 
great gTand-son. In the following gene¬ 
ration, the prediction received its accom¬ 
plishment. By the “ bow of Israel M is 
meant her military prowess, which was 
completely subdued by the Assyrian 
army. The valley here mentioned, after¬ 
wards called Esdraehn , was famous for 
the battles fought there from the most 
ancient times. It consists of the broad 
elevnted plain which stretches from the 
Jordan to the Mediterranean, near Mount 
Carmel, and is well adapted to military 
operations. Accordingly, Dr. E. D. 
Clarke observes, “Jews, Gentiles, Sara¬ 
cens, Christian Crusaders, and Anti- 
Christian Frenchmen, Egyptians, Per¬ 
sians, Druses, Turks, and Arabs, warriors 
out of every nation which Is under heaven, 
have pitched their tents upon the plains 
of Esdraclon, and have beheld the vari¬ 
ous banners of their nations wet with the 
dews of Tabor and Hermon.” It was, 
therefore, natural that the Israelites 
should endeavor to moke a stand against 
the Assyrians in this valley; but being 
overpowered by numbers were obliged to 
succumb to the enemy. Of this discom¬ 
fiture, and the consequent dispersion of 
the ten tribes, the name of the prophet’s 
son was symbolical. 
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6 And she conceived again, and bare a daughter; and He said 
to him, Call her name Lo-Ruhamaii ; for I will no more have 
mercy upon the house of Israel, but will utterly take them 

7 away. But I will have mercy upon the house of Judah, and 
will save them bv Jehovah their God, and will not save them 

V 9 

by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, nor by horses, nor by 
horsemen. 

8 And she weaned Lo-Ruhamah, and conceived, and bare a 

9 son. And He said, Call his name Lo-Ammi ; for ye are not my 

10 people, and I will not be yours. Nevertheless the number of 
the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, which can 
neither be measured nor numbered; and it shall be, that in¬ 
stead of its having been said to them, Ye are not my people, 
it shall be said to them, Ye are the children of the living God. 

11 Then shall the children of Judah, and the children of Israel, be 


6, 7. rrcm Lo-Ruhamah, i. e. 
unpitied . V S 3 : elsewhere signifies to 
fonjive ; and were the verb preceded by 
the copulative % it might be so rendered 
here, only supplying the negative s’V 
from the preceding clause; but as but, 
excludes such repetition, the phrase must 
be rendered as in the translation. LXX. 
airriTuOffomws avriTo^o/iOi at'Totr. Syr. 

jjj Vha \fiiV). Vulg. 

oblivione ohhvixror eorum — reading st; 3, 
which is found in De Rossi’s MS. 596, 
at first hand, instead of jc'tc. The king- 
dom of Israel was never more to be re¬ 
stored, though, in conjunction with the 
Jews, the scattered Israelites w’ere to 
return to Canaan after the Babylonish 
captivity, ver. 11. It was to be very 
different with the Jewish power. Though 
likewise attacked, and threatened with 
uttcT extinction by Sennacherib, they 
were mercifully delivered by a divine 
interposition, without all human aid. 
And though they were afterwards carried 
away to Babylon, their civil polity was 
restored, which w'as not the ease with 
the Israelites. war , stands ellip- 

ticallv for man30 ivarriors. 

8. The mention here made of the 
weaning of Lo-Ruhamah, seems designed 
rather.to fill up the narrative, than to 
describe figuratively any distinct treat¬ 
ment of the Israelites. 


9. nV, Lo-Ammi, i. e. not my peo- 

ple , further sets forth the rejection of the 
ten tribes by Jehovah. Nothing could 
have been better calculated to make an 
impression upon the minds of his country¬ 
men, than for the prophet thus to give to 
one child after another a name strongly 
significant of the disastrous circumstances 
to which they should be reduced. Instead 
of Q TVns-NV, I will not be pours, i. e. 
your God, Iloubigant and Neweome 
w'ould read sV, / am not pour 

God: but though the antithesis is com¬ 
mon, it admits of an ellipsis, just as in 
Ezek. xvi. 8, there is an ellipsis of 
rrjrsV Comp. Ps. exviii. 6. The MSS. 
and versions exhibit no variation. 

10, 11. These verses contain a gra¬ 
cious promise of the recovery of the 
descendants of the Israelites, along with 
those of their brethren the Jews, at the 
termination of the Babylonish captivity. 
Though entirely and for ever broken up 
as a distinct kingdom, yet, during the 
period of their residence in the regions 
of the East, whither they were to be 
transported, they should greatly multiply, 
and afterwards be reinstated in the priv¬ 
ileges of adoption, as members of the 
theocracy. The eleventh verse teaches 
the reunion of all the tribes, and their 
return under Zembbabel to their o\m 
land. That this prince is meant by the 
"ins cjc-i, one liead f must be maintained, 
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gathered together, and they shall appoint for themselves one 
12 head, and shall come up out of the land. For great shall be the 
day of Jezrcel. Say ye unto your brethren, Ammi; and to 

your sisters, Ruhajiah. 


since the Messiah, who Is by many sup¬ 
posed to be intended, is nowhere spoken 
of as appointed by men, but always as 
the choice and appointment of God, 
•ps, hind, signifies, in this connection 
the country’ of Babylon, not excluding 
those other regions of the East in which 
the descendants of the different tribes 
were found. Vs? it-; Jezreei, is obvi- 

y • 

ously used here in a different acceptation 
from that in which it is taken ver. 4. 
That of sou'in;/ is alone appropriate. Il¬ 
lustrious should be the period when the 


tribes should again be sown in their own 
country. Comp. chap. ii. 22, 23; Jer. 
xxxi. 27. 

The principle on which part of ver. 10, 
and chap. ii. 23, are quoted, Horn. Lx. 
25, 26, and 1 Pet. ii. 10, seems to be 
that of analogy. As God had taken 
pity upon the ten tribes, who had become 
heathens, as it respects idolatrous and 
other practices, so he had pitied the 
Gentiles who had been in the same cir¬ 
cumstances. "What was said of the one 
class was equally descriptive of the other. 


CHAPTER II. 


The prophet proceeds in this chapter to apply the symbolical relation described in the pre¬ 
ceding. lie calls the Israelites to reform their wicked conduct, 1,2; threatens them with a 
eerie? of calamities, the effect of which should be their repentance and return to the service 
of Jehovah, 3-15; and promises a gracious restoration to his favor, and the enjoyment of 
security and prosperity in their, own land, 16-23. 


1 Contend with your mother, contend ; 

2 For she is not my wife, 

Neither am I her husband : 

That she may remove her lewdness from her face, 
And her adulteries from between her breasts. 


1, 2. The individual members of the 
Israclitish state are here summoned to 
urge upon their nation the consideration 
of its wickedness in having departed 
from God. Of these the nation of the 
ten tribes was the cs, mother. Coceeius, 
Dathe, Kuinoel, and Ruekcrt, render -a, 
that , and interpret: Argue the point 
w’ith vour nation, and show her that in 
consequence of her wicked conduct all 
relations between us have ceased. The 
casual signification of the conjunction, 
however, seems preferable. The words 


■which it introduces form a parenthesis; 
and which, though future, is to be 

rendered potentially : that she may remove 
connects with Jia’n, contend ye. The ■» 
is, as frequently to be taken t«Aik«s”. 
The repetition of iB emphatic, as 
ducite in Virgil: — 

“ Ducite ab urbe domum, mea earmina, 
ducite Daphnin." 

By fBnES:! fornications and 

adulteries, are meant the tokens or indi¬ 
cations of lewd character : — boldness of 
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3 Lest I strip her naked, 

And set her as in the day when she was born, 
And make her as the desert, 

And make her like a dry land, 

And cause her to die with thirst. 

4 Upon her children I will have no mercy, 

For they are lewd children. 

5 Because their mother hath committed lewdness, 
Their parent hath acted shamefully ; 

For she said: I will follow my lovers, 

That give me my bread and my water, 

My wool and my flax, my oil and my wine. 


countenance, and an immodest exposure 
of the breasts. Both forms are redupli¬ 
cate, to express the enormity of the evil. 
AYhnt the prophet has in view is the 
reckless and unblushing manner in which 
the Israclitish nation practised idolatry. 
The L.XX. have read ‘sSta, “ from my 
face;” improperly in this connection, 
though a similar phrase occurs elsewhere. 

3. A striking accumulation of synony¬ 
mous denunciations for the purpose of 
describing the state of complete desti¬ 
tution to which the idolatrous Israelites 
would be reduced by the infliction of 
divine judgments. They should be 
placed in circumstances analogous to 
those in which they had originallv been 
in Egypt. Comp. Ezck. xvi. 4; xxiii. 
25, 2 G, 28, 29. For 12^*3 comp. Jcr. 

n 1 « ■ A 

11 . 6 . 

4. Individuals might expect that they 
would escape, and not be treated as the 
nation in its collective capacity; but 
Jehovah here declares, that he would 
treat them according to the demerits of 
their individual wickedness. For 

comp. d*M 3T "iV*, ch. i. 2. The 
second noun is, as frequently, used ad- 
jectively. 

5. *s, since or Ur a use, and ““ V, there¬ 
fore, vct. 8 , correspond to each" other, 
the former marking the protasis, the 
latter the apodosis. The second in¬ 
troduces parenthetically an illustration 
of the statement made at the beginning 
of the verse. rjT.rt is the feminine par- 
tieiple of nnn to conceive, be jtreymint, 
Comp. “fnin, Song iii. 4. According to 


the Jewish exegesis, *n Vn, Gen. xlix. 26, 
is used of male progenitors. The Targ. 
and Jarehi suppose teachers to be here 
meant; but the term is merely a syno- 
nyme of DS, mother , in the preceding 
hemistich. Interpreters are not agreed 
respecting the rendering of rtr* 2 *.’n. In 
most instances in which the word occurs 
it certainly has the transitive significa¬ 
tion ; but here the intransitive seems 
more appropriate. Comp. Jcr. vi. 15, 
where it is explained by v^y myip ' 2 . 
Comp, also z'ts-n, y-r:, a*ypn, as Iliph. 
intransitives. The paragogic rr in 
elongating the future, is expressive of a 
decided purpose, desire, or bent of mind ; 
it is my settled determination to follow 
those who richly supply my wants in 
return for my religious services. 

(overs, which Is here employed meta¬ 
phorically to denote idols, Ls seldom used 
except in a bad sense. This interpretation, 
which is that of Joseph Kimchi and 
Abarbancl, is more in keeping with the 
symbolical character of the prophecy, 
than that suggested by the Targ. 

■pax which takes the word in the 

sense of idolaters, or idolatrous nations, 
such as Assyria, etc. Comp, as strictly 
parallel, Jcr. xliv. 17-19. The lan¬ 
guage indicates complete alienation of 
heart from Jehovah, the only giver of 
all good, and a blind confidence in, and 
devotion to the service of idols. The 
articles specified comprehend both the 
necessaries and the luxuries of ancient 
Hebrew life, ■ycr, oil, is much in use 
among the Orientals, both in its simple 



8 


llOSEA, 


Chap. II. 


6 Therefore, behold! I will hedge up thy way with thorns, 

And will raise a wall, that she may not find her paths. 

7 And she shall eagerly pursue her lovers, but she shall not over¬ 

take them; 

And shall seek them, but shall not find them: 

Then shall she say: I will go and return to my first husband, 
For it was better with me then than now. 

8 Because she knew not that it was I that gave her 
The corn, and the new wine, and the oil; 

And furnished her abundantly with silver and gold, 

Which they made into images of Baal: 

9 Therefore I will take back my corn in its time, 

And my new wine in its season ; 

And I will recover my wool and my flax, 

Designed to cover her nakedness. 


state, and as compounded with other in¬ 
gredients. It is specially applied as 
ointment to the body after bathing. 
Comp. Psalm xxiii. 5; Prov. xxi. 17. 
denotes here all kinds of artificial 

“ * • 

drink, being used in distinction from 
tenter. The Aldine edition of the LXX. 
reads 6 olv6s /xou ; but the usual reading 
is irdvra oaa pot /ca&77«et, with which 
the Targ. and Sjt. agree. The word 
occurs, Ps. eii. 10 ; Prov. iii. 8 ; and is evi¬ 


dently derived from . Arab q . 
Eth. ft l to make to drink, to tenter. 


6. For in w the LXX. Arab, and 
Syr. read yr-, but most likely in order to 
produce uniformity in the use of the 
affix. The metaphor here employed is 
borrowed from the condition of a trav¬ 
eller whose progress is interrupted by a 
hedge thrown across his path, or who 
can no longer pass through the gap of 
an enclosure which used to be in his 
way; and who is consequently reduced 
to straits and difficulties. Turned out 
of his accustomed course, he is bewil¬ 
dered, and strives in vain to extricate 
himself. Comp. Job xix. 8 ; Lam. iii. 
7, 9. rn-o, a wall , is pointed in 

the editions of J. H. Michaelis, and Jahn, 
and this punctuation Hengstenberg at¬ 
tempts, without succes, to defend. The 
wall means the external hindrances which 
the captivity interposed between the ten. 


tribes and the objects of their idolatrous 
attachment. 

7. Convinced by bitter experience of 
the folly of idolatry, the Israelites would 
renounce it, and return to the service of 
Jehovah. rB -i") is intensive, and expresses 
the ardor of the pursuit. The Yau in 
r.nttNT, marking the apodosis, points out 
the consequence or result of the failure 
— a resolution to turn from idols to serve 


the living God. It might be rendered 
so that , but not in order that , as Manger 
proposes, tn, then, designates the period 
previous to the apostasy of the ten tribes, 
when in reward for external obedience, 


they enjoyed temporal blessings. Thus 
the Tnrg. *P*irr ns *b zxz 'ns 

wnyt: , 3 pVes xb . 

T 1 ” 1 # T ’ ” " . * 1 !'■ 

8, 9. i anil is*3 at the beginning of 
these verses stand in the some relation 


to each other as “S and "i-b, verses oth 
and 6th. Before VOT supply nrs. By 
Vsd, Baal, the prophet means “ images 
of Baal/’ the singular being used col¬ 
lectively for the plural. Comp. ch. viii. 
4, where O’Oxj?, idols , correspond to 
in the present case. Hitzig would re¬ 
strict "WN, understood, to anT, i jold , sup¬ 
posing the golden calves set up nt 
Bethel and Dan to be meant; but, as it 
does not appear that the name of Baal 
was ever applied to them, his interpre¬ 
tation is groundless. See chap. viii. 4 ; 
which also clearly proves that by ro? 
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10 And now I will expose her vileness before her lovers, 

And none shall deliver her out of my hand. 

11 And I will cause all her joy to cease; 


VyaV we are not to understand the conse- 

** T — 

cration of the silver and gold to the ser¬ 
vice of Baal, but the actual conversion of 
these precious metals into images of that 
idol, or at least into plating with which 
to cover such as were made of wood. 
2 Chron. xxiv. 7, to which Seeker appeals 
in favor of the former meaning of the 
phrase, is also to be so understood. The 
rendering of Gcsenius, “which they 
offered to Baal,” is equally objectionable; 
the phrase Vn'ry, when thus used, being 

referred to sacrificial victims. Targ. 
KMriA 5*^2 y Ilcngstenberg at- 

tempts to support the position that conse¬ 
cration is meant; but his reasons arc al¬ 
together futile. The very passage which 
he quotes as parallel (Ezek. xvi. 17, 18,) 
is directly opposed to his exegesis of the 
phrase. Baal was perhaps the most ancient 
of all the gods worshipped in the East. 
He was, according to Dr. M (inter, the re¬ 
presentative of the sun, the generative 
power in the eastern mythology, and 
had associated with him Astarte, the 
female power, which was viewed as rep¬ 
resenting the moon. Gcsenius, however, 


meaning is, that instead of reaping the 
fruits of the earth, etc. as they expected 
at the usual season, they should be trod¬ 
den down, consumed, or taken away by 
the Assyrian army under Shalmaneser. 
Jehovah vindicates his right to the vari¬ 
ous articles specified, because they had 
been bestowed by his providence; calling 
them /us, with obvious reference to ver. 5, 
in Nvhieh Israel had called them hers. 
The land and all it contained were spe¬ 
cially liis. Vs 5 ; Arab. A liberatus 

fait, expresses the idea of rescuing or re¬ 
covering what was unjustly held. The V 
in rviorV denotes end or purpose, and is 
quite in its place; so that there is no ne¬ 
cessity, with Iloubigant, Dathc, Ilorsley, 
Ncweome, Boothroyd, and others, to 
change it into 75 , out of deference to the 
LXX. who render rov fig kclKvitt etv. 

10. ri’^23 occurs only in this place, 
but is obviously equivalent to nVss, afro - 
cions, shameful, detestable wickedness. Targ. 
her shame , LXX, tV aKa^apaiav 

• O O > 

aurris\ Syr, (TLa-SP}Q-S, nudatio in mar 


U of opinion, that under those names the , pudc nda. Castel. j Arab. 
planets Jupiter and Venus were wor- 


shipped. See on Isaiah xvii. 8. From 
the frequency with which his name oc¬ 
curs in compound Phoenician names, 
as Hannibal, Ilasdrubal, etc., the wor¬ 
ship of Baal appears to have been com¬ 
mon among that people; and from them, 
especially the Tyrians, it was borrowed 
by the Israelites. Mention Is made of 
this idolatry in the time of the Judges, 
see chap. ii. 11, 13; iii. 7; vi. 25; it 
became prevalent even in Judah in the 
days of Ahaz; and, though aljolishcd by 
the pious king Josiah, was revived by 
Manasseh. In Israel it rapidly gained 
ground after the introduction of the wor¬ 
ship of the golden calves by Jeroboom, 
and reached its height in the reigns of 
Ahab and llosea. The verb 2 * 2 , to return, 
turn bach, is frequently used adverbially. 
So here I will again take 

away, or take back, i. c. deprive o£ The 


her nakedness. Oceuring in immediate 
connection with the preceding n^y, 
nudity, it conveys the superadded idea 
of obscenity, i. e. by metonomy, the re¬ 
sults or consequences of idolatrous con¬ 
duct, a complete destitution of all the 
necessaries of life. Comp. Jer. xiii. 26; 
Nah. iii. 5. This exposure was to be 
made in the very presence of the idols 
which Israel had served, none of which 
should be able to afford deliverance. By 
a prosopopoeia, the idols arc first endowed 
■with the faculty of vision, and then their 
utter imbecility is strikingly set forth. 

not only signifies man , but any one, 
and is frequently used of inanimate ob¬ 
jects. In connection with iA, it signifies 
none . 

11, 12, explain the denouncement 
made vcr. 10. The country was to be 
desolated by the invading armies, and all 
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Her festivals, her new moons, and her sabbaths. 
And all her appointed assemblies. 

12 I will also lay waste her vines and her fig-trees, 
Of which she said: They are my hire 

Which my lovers have given me: 

I will turn them into a forest, 

And the beasts of the field shall devour them. 

13 I will avenge upon her the days of the Baals, 

On which she burned incense to them; 

And decked herself with nose-rings and trinkets, 
And followed her lovers, 

And forgat me, saitli Jehovah. 


the festivities and seasons of religious 
observance were to ccasc. The diiiercnt 


terms here employed are those by which 
the seasons of worship, etc. appointed 
by Jehovah in the Mosaic law, arc des¬ 
ignated ; but it is not hence to be inferred 
that such were observed according to lus 
appointment. The Israelites professed 
to worship him, but, at the same time, 
served other gods. While from habit 
they continued to keep them as portions 
of time unappropriated to the ordinary 
occupations of life, they were doubtless 
converted into seasons of carnal indul¬ 
gence. The nouns arc those of mul¬ 
titude, and must be rendered in the plu¬ 


ral. *,2A, and rsssr, arc likewise to be 
taken as collectives, or rather, as Horsley 
suggests, plantations of vines and fig- 
trccs. These should be left uncultivated 
on the removal of the inhabitants into 
foreign regions. Comp. Is, v. 6; vii. 23, 
24. rjsrs, like is used only of the 
hire of a harlot, and Is peculiarly appro¬ 
priate in this connection. Thus Tan- 

chum on chap. viii. 9 ; —JtXo \j0 y$b 
Jmi! Kjo IjJU ■ Comp. Is. xxiii. 


17, 18. The wild beast is here to be 
taken literally, and not figuratively, as 
Abarbancl does,— supposing the heathen 
invaders to be meant. 

13. the Baals, i. e. the idols 

which they had set up to Baal in the 
cities and different parts of the country, 
as well as in their private houses. Hence 
the names Baal-Gad, Baal-IIermon, Baal- 


meon , etc. 


By axe 


meant the days specially devoted to the 

celebration of idolatrous rites. To cause 

grateful odors to ascend from the altars, 

was considered peculiarly acceptable to 

the objects of worship. It appears to 

have originated partly in the gratification 

afforded by agreeable smells, and partly 

in the custom of burning perfumes in 

rooms, etc. with a view to purify them 

from noxious vapors, ni: and r.*Vri 

» - • « 

appear to be employed here to denote 
female ornaments generally; though 
strictly taken, the former commonly sig¬ 
nifies such rings as the oriental females 
wear in the nostril. Sec on Is. iii. 21. 
TvVn, from nVn, to he smooth, j>olished; 

Arab. 1 omavit monilibus mundove 






suo (mulierem,) gjvutndo ornata , 

• • 

denotes a trinket, necklace, or the like. 
According to Firuzabad: \j0 

quodcunque ornament urn 

y • ✓ 

vel e metallis conflatum , vel e lapidihus pre - 
tiosis confection. Rosen m.; the Syr. and 
Targ. have pearls. That courtesans 
decked themselves with the most costly 
ornaments they could command is men¬ 
tioned by Juvenal, Sat. vi.: — 


« Mccchis foliata parantur; 

Emitur his quiequid gracilis hue mit- 
titis Indi." 


The prophet has in view the gay orna¬ 
ments in which the Israelites decked 
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14 Nevertheless, behold! I will allure her, 

And, though I lead her into the desert, 

Yet I will speak soothingly to her. 

15 And I will grant her her vineyards from thence, 
And the valley of Aclior for a door of hope: 


themselves on idolatrous holidays. Their 
entirely abandoning themselves to the 
service of idols, and their dereliction of 
the God of their fathers, arc brought 
forward at the conclusion of this de¬ 
scription of their conduct, in order to 
heighten the aggravation of their guilt, 
and render the announcement of the 
kindly disposition of Jehovah towards 
them, at the beginning of the following 
verse, the more surprising. 

14. -jrV cannot with any propriety be 
rendered “therefore” in this connection, 
if the followiug words are to be regarded 
as promissory of good, and not as con¬ 
taining a further threatening of punish¬ 
ment. And that they are to be so 
regarded, the subsequent context suffi¬ 
ciently shows. This particle must there¬ 
fore possess the force of the Arab. 

verumtamen , but yet, notwithstanding, never¬ 
theless. It thus marks the unexpected 
transition from threats to promises, as 
Is. vii. 14; x. 24; xxvii. 9; xxx. 18, 
et freq. — rrriS, of which is the 

Piel participle, signifies to open, be open, 
easily persuasibte. : hence in Piel, both in 
a good and a bad sense, to persuade, al¬ 
lure, prevail upon by suitable induce¬ 
ments. It is here necessarily to be taken 
in the sense of inducing or gaining over 
to that which is good, by the use of 
soothing and persuasive means, as the 
concluding words of the verse 

abundantly prove. As the Isl 
raelites were to be forcibly removed from 
their land by the king of Assyria, there 
is a singular want of propriety in assign¬ 
ing to i, in r/PrV'n l, its usual copulative 
power. It is obviously to be understood 
exeeptively, or as introducing a kind of 
parenthetical sentence, expressive of what 
was to take place in the history of the 
ten trilxs previously to their conversion 
from idolatry; and which, though it 
might seem severe, was indispensable for 
the attainment of that object. For this 


signification of See Ruth ii. 13 ; 1 Sam. 
i. 5; Ecelcs. ix. 16; Mai. ii. 14; and 
other instances in Noldius, No. 46. 
Bauer thinks the desert between Assyria 
and Judea is meant, through which the 
Israelites were to be conducted on their 
release; Dodcrlcin, Thcol. Biblioth. ex¬ 
plains it of Judea itself, at that time 
desolate and waste. I imagine the 
country of Babylon is intended. Jehovah 
is here said to do what he would employ 
the Assyrians in doing. For the phrase 
Vy see Is. xl. 2. When re- 

m * I* • _ 

duced to circumstances of affliction in the 
countries of the East, whither they were 
to be carried, Jehovah declares that he 
would administer consolation to them; 
holding out to them the cheering pros¬ 
pect of restoration, on their repentance 
to their native land. 

15. The Israelites had altogether for¬ 
feited their possessions; nor could they 
acquire a new right to them except in 
the way of a fresh grant from the Lord. 
This grant he here promises them, as he 
had of old promised Canaan to their 
fathers when in the wilderness, citt, 

i • 

thence, means, returning from the wilder¬ 
ness ; just as Ti'iZ'6 indicates the home¬ 
ward direction of the exiles. To take 
as a particle of time, which Gese- 
nius proposes, is less suitable. “ The val¬ 
ley of Aelior” lay in the vicinity of 
Jericho, and was noted in the sacred 
history for the judgment inflicted upon 
Aehan. From Is. Lxv. 10, it appears to 
have been a fertile and pleasant region ; 
and on this account alone it is thought 
by Calvin, Zanehius, Rivctus, and others, 
to be referred to by our prophet. Most 
of the Babbins, however, and after them, 
many Christian interpreters, consider al¬ 
lusion to be made to the name, which 
signifies trouble or molestation , and to this 
I incline. This valley had proved very 
inauspicious to the Hebrews on their 
former entrance into Canaan. They had 
been forced to turn their backs before 
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And she shrill sing there, ns in the days of her youth, 

Even as in the day when she came up from the land of Egypt. 

16 And it shall he in that day, saitli Jehovah, 

That thou shalt call me, Ism; 

And shalt no more call me, Baalx. 

17 For I will take away the names of the Baals from her mouth, 
And they shall no more be remembered by their name. 

18 And I will make a covenant for them in that day 

With the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven, 

And with the reptiles of the ground; 


the native inhabitants, and their hearts 
melted, and became as water, Josh. vii. 
5, 8, 12, 24, 26. But on their return 
from the captivity, the exiles would pass 
through it with the undisturbed expec¬ 
tation of a peaceable and joyful occu¬ 
pation of the country. By nipP PiFS, 
a door of hope, is meant a hopeful entrance 
into the holy land. — nn:y, tk e LXX. 
Syr. Arab, and Symm. take in the sig¬ 
nification to be humbled or afflicted; and 
this idea is adhered to by Grotius, who 
combines it with that of singing : 44 In- 
tellige autem carmen fletfis et precum ; ” 
but that of celebrating the Divine good¬ 
ness in songs of gratitude and joy, better 
suits the connection. The n in nte'j, as 

■» t 

before observed, indicates the homeward 
direction of the exiles — yet not without, 
special reference to their approach to 
the valley of Aehor. The point of 
comparison, as it respects the singing, 
seems to be the Song of Moses at the 
Red Sea. Ab the people then united 
in celebrating the goodness of Jehovah 
displayed in their deliverance, so should 
the returning Israelites do, on again 
taking possession of their native land. 

16, 17. The word V<3, Baal, had orig¬ 
inally been used in its unexceptionable 
acceptation of husband , and is thus ap¬ 
plied to Jehovah, Is. liv. 5; but as it 
had become common in its application 
by the Israelites to the heathen deities 
which they had worshipped, and besides, 
conveyed the idea of possession and rule , 
rather than that of affection , God here 
declares that in future he would be 
called si's, Isk, the name more usually 
employed to express the relation of hus¬ 


band, and which was not liable to tbe 
same objections: — 

44 Sic mihi servitium video, dominamque 
paratam, 

Jam mihi libertas ilia patema vole/' 

Tibullus, lib. ii. Elcg, 4. 

Before •'sns, two MSS. the LXX. Aq. 
Syr. insert •*?; while two MSS., and 
originally seven more, and four printed 
editions, omit it after — oAya, 

is not here to be taken as a plural of ex¬ 
cellency, but is used, according to its 
strict import, to denote the different im¬ 
ages of Baal worshipped by the Israelites, 
such as Baal-Gad, Baal-Ammon, etc. 
Comp. Exod. xxiii. 13 ; Zech. xiii. 2. 
The prophecy was fully accomplished at 
the return from the Babylonish captivity. 

18. Such should be the security of the 
returned exiles under the immediate 
care and protection of Jehovah, that 
every thing capable of injuring them 
should be rendered perfectly harmless. 
The irrational animals should be re¬ 
strained, as if under the bond of an 
inviolable compact; and the Assyrian 
armies should no more attack them. 
Some understand the former part of the 
verse figuratively — the different creatures 
there specified denoting men correspond¬ 
ing to them in disposition; but the 
language is rather to be regarded as 
hyperbolical, being merely intended to 
heighten the effect. Comp. Job v. 23; 
Ezek. xxxiv. 25. Before nisnVtti supply 
■'Vp. or as in chap. i. 7. Targ. •'nay 
sanp.—*)M niasis is a pregnant phrase, 
meaning, I will break and remove away 
from, is here expressive of the 
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The bow, and the sword, and the battle, I will break and remove 
from the land, 

And will cause them to recline securely. 

19 I will also betroth thee to myself forever; 

I will even betroth thee to myself with righteousness and with 

justice, 

And with kindness, and with tender compassion. 

20 Yea, I will betroth thee to myself with faithfulness: 

And thou shalt know Jehovah. 

21 And it shall be in that day, 

I will respond, saith Jehovah, 


reclining posture in which the orientals 
indulge whenever they arc released irom 
active exertion. At the time predicted 
there would be no enemy or danger to 
break in ujxm their repose. 

“ Ipsa? laete domum referent distenta 
eapclla? 

Ubera, nec magnos metuent armenta 
leones. 

Ipsa tibi blandos fu_ndent cunabula 
flores. 

Occidet et serpens, et fallax herba 
veneni 

Occidet, Assyrium vulgo nascctur 
amomum.” Viryil, Eelog. iv. 

19, 20. signifies to contract a 

matrimonial alliance, and is here spe¬ 
cially selected in order to impress the 
rmnds of the Israelites with a sense of 
the distinguished character of the Divine 
benignity. Though they had rendered 
themselves totally unworthy of his re¬ 
gard, he declares that he would treat 
them as if they had never apostatized to 
idolatrv. He would form a new eon- 
jugal relation, as with a female in her 
virgin state. The triple repetition of 
the verb expresses intensity of desire, 
and gives the strongest assurance to the 
party to which the promise is made, 
cbisb, for ever, is to be taken as Gen. 
xiii. 15; Exod. xxxii. 13; Is. xxxv. 10. 
The several particulars here enumerated 
further discover, by the amplification 
which they form, the great kindness of 
Jehovah to his people. 13 y “righteous¬ 
ness*' and “ justice," is meant every 
equitable obligation which God could 
be expected to place himself under in 


the new conjugal relation— all that the 
Israelites could possibly expect in the 
way of supply from their Divine pro¬ 
tector. To these, however, are added 
“kindness," and “tender compassion,” 
which express the strong internal affec¬ 
tion from which the former should pro¬ 
ceed, and the high degree of interest 
which God would take in his recovered 
people. To remove every doubt from 
their minds, he crowns the whole by a 
gracious assurance that his engagements 
should be “faithfully*’ performed. 
ra <nr\ay\ua, lit. the boirch, but com¬ 
monly employed figuratively to denote 
tender affection or love. Ilorsley’s in¬ 
terpretation of the terms in application 
to our Saviour, is, like most of his 
exegesis, in the highest degree fanciful, 
being totally unsupported by the scope 
and connection of the passage. The 
knowledge of Jehovah here predicated 
is not speculative, or a bare intellectual 
acquaintance with his character, but ex¬ 
perimental, or that which results from 
the actual enjoyment of his love. Instead 
of rnTVTN, twenty-six MSS., originally 
thirteen more, now two, and perhaps 
other two, two editions, supported by the 
Vulg., read n i r.i “D, i. e. they shall 
know that I am Jehovah. 

21, 22. One of the most beautiful 
instances of prosopopoeia to be found in 
Scripture. Comp, the address to the Xile 
in Tibullus, lib. i. Eleg. vii. vcr. 25 : — 

“To propter nullos tellus tua postulat 
imbres, 

Arida nec pluvio supplicat herba Jovi.” 
While second causes have here their 
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I will respond to the heavens, 

And they shall respond to the earth, 

22 And the earth shall respond to the corn, and the new wine, and 

the oil, 

And they shall respond to Jczrccl. 

23 For I will sow her for myself in the land, 

And will have mercy upon Lo-Ruiiamah, 

And will say to Lo-Ammi, Thou art my people; 

And they shall say, My God! 


appropriate place allotted to them, as so 
many connected links in the chain of 
Divine Providence, the sovereign in¬ 
fluence of the Great First Cause is 
strongly asserted by the emphatic repe¬ 
tition of rays, lu’ill respond, to, or answer. 
It must, however, be observed, that this 
verb does not occur the first time in one 
of Kennicott’s MSS.; it has originally 
been wanting in another of De Rossi’s; 
and is omitted in the LXX. Syr. and 
Arab. One of Dc Rossi’s MSS, omits 
r^rr cs: rays entirely; and another, 


the second nays originally. — ysynn, 
Jezrecl , here means that which God hath 
sown, i. e. his people whom he had scat¬ 
tered, but whom he would again restore 
to their native soil. Comp. chap. i. ver. 
4, and 11. 

23. !) is causal, introducing a decla¬ 
ration which is designed to account for 
the appropriation of the name Jczreel at 
the end of the preceding verse. The 
metaphor is agricultural. The rest of 
the verse contains a repetition of what 
is promised, chap. i. 10. 


CHAPTER III. 


This chapter contains a new symbolical representation of the regard of Jehovah for his peo¬ 
ple, and of their condition at a period subsequent to their re-establishment in Canaan at 
the return from Babylon. The prophet is commanded to become reconciled to Corner, 
though she had proved unfaithful to him, as predicted chap. i. 2, ver. 1. lie obeys the 
command, and purchases her from the individual with whom she was living in adultery, 
but stipulates that she was to wait for a lengthened period before she could be restored to 
the enjoyment of her conjugal rights, 2, 3. In the two last verses, the symbolical pro¬ 
ceeding is explained of a long period during which the Hebrews were to live without the 
celebration of their ancient rites, and at the same time be free from all idolatrous practices. 
The direct prediction respecting their conversion to the Messiah, rer. 6, clearly proves, that 
their condition during the present dispersion is intended. 


1 And Jehovah said unto me: Go again, love a woman beloved 

1 . "ns, again, obviously refers back to occasioned nearly the same diversity of 
chap. i. 2. The transaction here com- interpretation. To me there appears no 
xnanded, bearing so near a resemblance consistent method of explaining it but 
to what is enjoined in that chapter, has that which assumes on identity of the 
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by a friend, yet an adulteress, according as Jehovali Iovctli the 
children of Israel, though they have turned to other gods, and 
2 love grape cakes. So I bought her to myself for fifteen pieces 


female here specified with Gomer, whom 
the prophet had previously married. 
For, first, such construction is absolutely 
required by the analogy. It was Israel 
that stood in the relation of wife to 
Jehovah from first to last. No other 
nation was admitted to the same relation. 
Secondly, the female is one already 

m * 

married, but who had proved unfaithful; 
wluch was precisely the ease with Israel. 
Thirdly, except she had been the proph¬ 
et’s own wife, who had become un¬ 
faithful to him, there would be no point 
in comparing his love to her with that 

borne bv Jehovah to idolatrous Israel. 

* 

Fourthly, a command to love the wife of 
another man, who, notwithstanding her 
infidelity was still attached to her, would 
be totally repugnant to every idea of 
moral justice and propriety. Lastly, the 
command is not n take , as in the for¬ 
mer instance, chap, i 2, the usual formu¬ 
la by which marriage is expressed; but * 
nrjc, love, i. e. renew thy kindness to 
her; receive her back into thy house 
and make kind provision for her. This 
view of the passage is decidedly adopted 
by Ewald in liis Prophet tn des Altai 
Bundrs, recently published. 

The words y-i rrix 2rs 

- " ~ m m m ~ m . T " . . . ‘ ’ *- 

arc equivalent to, "Go, love thy 
wife, to whom, though an adulteress, thou 
art attached; ” but the indefinite form 
nrs, a wife, is purposely selected, instead 
of tlii/ wife, in order to intimate 

■ m 

the state of separation in which they 
lived. For the same purpose yn, a friend 


, an adulterous woman who lou- 

cih evil things. The words Rarrxs 
*n;.l arc to be connected witli 

■T 

y^i rsn X,* and not with nrx. The kind 

- ,l - "v: 

feeling of the prophet towards his faithless 
wife corresponded, as a type, to the love 
of God towards the idolatrous Israelites. 
The sentence just quoted in part, as 
well as the words dt! Vs-*Vx 0^33 

• *■> V • 

fnnx, form only two out of numerous 
instances in which Ilosca uses the lan¬ 
guage of the Pentateuch, as Havemick 
has shown in his Ilandbuch der histor- 
crit. Einlcit. in das A. T. 1 Theil. 2 Ab- 
theil. p. 60S. C'22? titis, have been 

variously interpreted. LXX. it t^ipara 
fiercL (TTatplhos or trracftiSan' , baked meats 
with raisins. Aq. renders the former 
word by iroAaia, evidently reading 
According to the Ilexap. Sjt. Theod. 



adopts the same rendering: 



Symm. auapTovs’, Vulg. 

i ^ ^ 4 ^ P 

vinacia uvarum : Syr. I 'i *“) 

• • ^ f 


placenta uvis passis condita. Junius, 
Trcmcllius, and others, have flagons of 
u ine, as in our common version. The 
word *,“w*rsis employed by Jonathan in. 
his Targ. on Exod. xvi. 31, to express 
the meaning of n * R-fis, a flat rake. The 
most probable derivation is from sirs, to 
press, compress; and the meaning will 
be, pressed cakes of dried grapes. Such 
cakes arc highly esteemed in the East, 


or co»i/)cr/iion, is used, and not rrp*s, her 
husband; it being here employed not so 
much as a term of endearment, as indi¬ 
cating that, whatever might be his dispo¬ 
sition towards her, they were not living on 
the same terms as formerly. Comp, for 
this acceptation of yn, Jct. in. 26. The 
LXX. mistaking the word for yn, evil, 
and taking r-^nx for the Benon. rn.rfc, 

i b 

render ayairwarav irorrjph • for which the 

.r , O o . e> v 

Sjt. has 


on account of their sweet taste, and 
doubtless formed part of the offerings 
presented to idols, and afterwards eaten 
,at idolatrous feasts. 

2. Because the purchase of wives was 
not uncommon, as it still is, in eastern 
countries, (See Michaclis on the Laws of 
Moses, Art. LXXXV. Grant’s Ncsto- 
rians, p. 214; Perkins’s Eight Years in 
Persia, p. 236,) most expositors have 
supposed that such a transaction is in¬ 
tended in this place. The fact, however, 
that the price here specified, one half in 
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3 of silver, ami for an homer and-an half of barley. And I said 
unto her: Thou shalt remain for me many days; thou shalt not 
commit lewd ness, nor become any man’s; and I also will remain 

4 for thee. For the children of Israel shall remain many days 


money, and the other half in gram, was 
the exact amount of what ivas allowed 
for a female slave, Exod. xxi. 32, induces 
the belief that the payment was made 
by the prophet for the liberation of his 
own wife, who had become the property 
of the person with whom she had been 
living in adultery. The sum was too 
parsimonious to have been given as a 
dowery. The signification of buying as 
attaching to rna, is sufficiently estab¬ 
lished by Dent. ii. 6, and Job xl. 30, 

and the use of the Arab. Conj. vi. 

and viii., conduxit rem, LXX. i/j.ia- 
dc o(rdur}v. Ilcngstcnberg’s attempt to 
explain it here of digging , in the sense 
of boring the car in token of a state of 
slavciy, is unsuccessful. A T,r.V* lethek, 
according to the Rabbins, contained 
fifteen scabs, or half an homer. Thcod. 
yofibp aKcpiruv; Symm. dt/Kauos np&chv; 
but the other Greek versions, ij/jLiuopov , 
half a car , which was equal to an 
hoincr. The LXX. unaccountably have 
ve0e\ ofvou. The repetition of n“*i " m u, is 
not unusual in Hebrew, but the abbrevi¬ 
ated form of expression is better English. 

3. properly signifies to sit , but 

likewise to dwell , remain, etc. tH mV 

- ■ • 

explains its meaning here to be a re¬ 
fraining from all cohabitation -with others. 
*»V, and TpVs, are correlates; and ■'as Lm 
forms an antithesis; ** while I, on the 
other hand/' etc. As the wife of the 
prophet was to continue for a long time 
in a state of separation equally from 
paramours and from her husband, and 
he was likewise to form no connection 
with any other woman, so the Israelites 
should long live without serving either 
false gods or Jehovah; while, on his 
part, he would enter into no national 
relationship to any other people. This 
application of the symbol is distinctly 
marked by *3, and by the resumption of 
ver. 4. The choice of the fuller 
preposition Vs, in in preference to 

V, seems designed to express the strength 


of affection with which the symbolical 
female was still to be regarded; conse¬ 
quently the powerful inclination of the 
Lord towards his unfaithful people. 

4. This verse describes a period of 
great length, during which the Israelites 
were to have no civil polity, either under 
regal or princely rule; no sacred sacri¬ 
fice ; no idolatrous statue; no mediating 
priest; and no images or tutelary deities. 
This period cannot be that of their dis¬ 
persion previous to the return from 
Babylon; for the restoration of the wife 
of the prophet prefigured the restoration 
which took place on that return, agree¬ 
ably to chap. ii. 10, 20, 23. It is true 
that when they were brought back along 
with the Jewish exiles, the Israelites had 
no more any civil or ecclesiastical polity 
of their own; neither did they relapse 
into idolatry: but still, as in common 
with their brethren, they were subject to 
the same political rule, and offered their 
sacrifices to Jehovah at Jerusalem, it 
follows that the days here predicted 
must be those which have succeeded to 

the times of the Asmonean dynasty, or 

• » 

the dispersion consequent upon the final 
destruction of Jerusalem. During the 
protracted period of more than eighteen 
centuries, (n*3n £*£') they have been 
precisely in the circumstances here pre¬ 
dicted— separated from idolaters, and 
professedly belonging to Jehovah, yet 
never acknowledged by him in a church 
relationship. They have neither had 
a civil ruler, nor anv of the consecrated 
offices and rites of their ancient econ¬ 
omy. Thus Kimchi on the passage, 
Vxt Ditf is -.ahssE "tt" rn tVs: 

rva-a -3 Vs-itrw nVi mV 
DrV'sVtt pif'S’} 

— “ And these are the days of our pres¬ 
ent captivity, for we have neither king 
nor prince of Israel, but are under the 
rule of the nations, even under the rule 
of their kings and their princes." This 
interpretation, which alone suits the 
views furnished of the subject by the 
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without a king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, 
and without a statue, and without an ephod, and without images. 
5 Afterwards the children of Israel shall return, and shall seek Jc- 


prophet, overturns the hypothesis of Dr. 
Grant, that the Nestorian Christians arc 
the remains of the ten tribes. It cannot 
properly be said of them that they have 
continued D‘21 in a state of sepa¬ 

ration from God, for they received the 
gospel in the earliest ages of Christianity. 
Some explain nnT, both of legitimate 
sacrifices and of such as were offered to 
false gods; but the grouping of tliis term 
with a statue, as TiSjt, ephod , fol¬ 
lowing, is with teraphim, clearly 

shows that the prophet meant the former 
rcstrictivcly. Ivimehi briefly explains : 
t? V nnsw VsV hzt ys, “without 
sacrifice to God, and without an image 
for idolatrous worship.” From the pro¬ 
hibition Lev. xxvi. 1 ; Dcut. xvi. 22, and 
the history, 2 Kings iii. 2 ; xvii. 10; x. 
26, 27, it is manifest that does not 

f ■* — 

stand for altar, as the ancient versions 
render it, but denotes a statue or image 
of some false deity. Comp. Micah v. 13. 
■visa, the ephod , was that part of the 
high priest's dross which was worn above 
the tunic and robe. It consisted of two 
pieces which hung down, the one in front 
over the breast, and the other covering 
the back, and both reaching to the mid¬ 
dle of the thigh. They were joined to¬ 
gether on the shoulders by golden cla«ps, 
set in precious stones, and fastened round 
the waist by a girdle. In the breast part 
was the Tin, or pectoral, containing the 
Grim and Thummim, by which divine 
responses were vouchsafed to the Hebrews. 


x. 2. That they were not only kept as 
tutelary deities, but also consulted for 
the purpose of obtaining a knowledge of 
future events, appears from several of the 
passages just quoted. Hence the render¬ 
ing of the LXX. HyKwv. The etymology 
of the word is altogether uncertain. 

5. At a period still subsequent to that 
of their existence in the state just de¬ 
scribed, the Israelites (now amalgamated 
with the Jews,) are to be converted to 
the true worship and service of Jehovah, 
under the spiritual reign of our Saviour, 
the promised Messiah. To him they 
will then submit themselves, and richly 
enjoy the blessings of divine grace, 
communicated tluough his mediation. 
That “p *", David , here means neither 

• t 

the royal house of David, nor any human 
monarch of that name who is yet to 
reign over the Jews, as some have im¬ 
agined, but the great Messiah himself, 
appears evident from Scripture usage. 
Sec Is. lv. 3, 4; Jer. xxx. 9; Ezck. 
xxxiv. 23, 24; xxxvii. 24, 25. As the 
name properly signifies The Beloved , it 
quite accords with 6 ayamiTbs , Matt. iii. 
17, and & rfyaTnjfitvos, Eph. i. 6. Thus 
the Targ. t.i "3 wpbkV sens’’•.» 
“ And they shall obey Messiah the Son 
of David.” The following is the Rabbin¬ 
ical interpretation : •— xzb'a "rs 

V- cx-5 r"£‘w t-.n K-n ps cs srr.en 

5i*r: “The Rabbins 

say, that lie is the king Messiah; whether 
he be of the living, his name is David, 


According to the Jews, the ephod in its and whether lie be of the slain, his name 
complete state ceased with the captivity : Is David.” Beraclioth Jcrus. in Raym. 
for they specify the TJrim and Thummim Martini Pugio Fidci, Fol. 277. Sec also 
among the five things with respect to the Rabbinical Commentaries on the 
which the first temple differed from the above passages in Ezekiel. The use of 
second. LXX. ieparua, priesthood , Vs, in the phrase rrirp— Vs and 

which I doubt not the Hebrew term was not ■;«, or •'it'c, the usual form’, is in- 
intended metonymically to denote in this tended to show that the fear here speci- 
place. the teraphim , were penates, fied is not of the kind which “ hath tor- 

or household gods. They were used at ment,” and which causes those who are 
a very early period, as appears from the under its influence to recede from its 
history of Rachel, Gen. xxxi. ID, 30, 32, object, hut such fear as attracts or in- 
34, 35. Comp. 1 Sam. xix. 13; 2 duces them to approach to it. This the 
Kings xxiii. 24; Ezek. xxi. 21; Zech. addition ^zid Vsy “and to his good- 
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liovah their God, and David their king; and they shall trem¬ 
blingly hasten to Jehovah and to his goodness in the latter day. 


ness,” clearly shows. Comp. Micoh 
vii. 17. As, however, the idea of fleeing 
or hastening from danger is also im¬ 
plied in verl>s signifying to fear, I have 
rendered the words so as to include 
both. In this way Rabbi Tanehum: 

“They shall flee to him for help from all 
that may be feared.” Comp. Jer. xxxi. 
12. LXX. ^Karijcovrat M t£ K vpl<if 

kcl\ ^tt! To?y 6.yaJbo?s a utov. Ewald 
renders, und ircrdcn beben zu Jakve und 

zu seincm Gutc, u. s. w, ; and Hitzig 
explains, bcbvnd in freudiger Erwartung 


werden sie herbeieilen. While on the 
one hand the Jews, under the influence 
of alarm, shall be excited to flee from 
the wrath to come, they shall be attracted 
by the display of the divine goodness in 
the mediation of Christ, to confide in 
Him for all the blessings of salvation. 

lvnriS> last of tlic days , i. e. 
the days of the Messiah, as the Rabbins 
interpret the phrase. See on Is. ii. 2, 
where Kimchi says expressly, Ciptt V3 
1-pEttn Kin D'tt'n n*nns2 -xsrs 
“ wherever it is said, * In the last of the 
days/ it means the days of the Mes¬ 
siah/ 1 


CHAPTER IV. 


The prophet now addresses himself more directly to the castigation of the flagrant evils 
which abounded in the kingdom of Israel during the interregnum which followed upon 
the death of Jeroboam, and the reigns of Zcchariah, Shallum, Menahem, and Pckahiah. 
He calls the atteution of his countrymen to the divine indignation, and the cuuecs of it, 1, 
2; denounces the judgments which were about to be executed upon them, 3; describes 
their incorrigible character, especially that of the priests, 4^11; and expatiates on the 
grossness of their idolatrous practices, 12-14. A solemn warning is then given to the 
members of the Jewish kingdom not to allow themselves to be Influenced by their wicked 
example, 15-19. 


1 Hear the word of Jehovah, ye children of Israel! 

For Jehovah hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the land; 


Because there is no truth, nor 
in the land. 

1, 2. The initiatory wolds ore those 
of Hosea, summoning attention to the 
divine message which he was commis¬ 
sioned to deliver. Vx-ir'] a is equivalent 
to Vsriip r.'3, ch. v. 1; 'uaw. 

ch. v. 9 ; and frequently to VkVtp arid 
C^nEx; and all these different epithets 
are used of the kingdom of the ten tribes 
in contradistinction to rmir* and rva 

T l p 


kindness, nor knowledge of God 


n*^rp» which designate the tribes of 
JudaH and Benjamin, signifies here 

ground of complaint^ or judicial pro¬ 
ceeding. LXX. Kpiats. The wickedness 
which abounded is first set forth nega¬ 
tively, and then positively, under certain 
items; and the infinitive absolute is em¬ 
ployed with great effect, as expressing 
more emphatically, by its abstract form, 
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2 There is nothing but swearing and lying, 

And murder, and theft, and adultery; 

They have burst forth, 

And blood reaeheth to blood. 

3 Therefore shall the land mourn, 

And every one that dwelleth in it shall languish; 

With the beasts of the field and the fowls of heaven ; 

The fishes of the sea also shall be removed. 

4 Yet let no man contend with, nor reprove another; 

For thy people are like those that contend with the priest. 

5 Therefore thou shalt fall by day, 

And the prophet also shall fall with thee by night; 

And I will destroy thy mother. 


the heinousness of the evils described. 
The force of this I have given in a free 
translation. Ewald improperly limits 
the signification of the verb yns in this 
place to the act of breaking into houses; 
but the metaphor seems rather to be 
taken from the bursting forth of a torrent, 
which, in its progress, spreads -wider and 
-wider, and sweeps all before it. The 
plural form bloody has also a degree 

of emphasis, signifying much bloodshed. 
What the prophet means is, that murder 
was so common, that no space was left 
as it were between its acts. LXX. 
difiara «’<£>’ cdpaai pitryouai. Covcrdale, 
one bhudgiltynes foloiceth another. And 
Ritterhusius powerfully in his poetical 
metaphrase: — 

“-sie sanguine sanguis 

Truditur, et seel crura null us finisve 
modusve est.” 


See 2 Kings xv.; Mieah vii, 2. 

3. Comp. Is. xix. 8; xxiv. 4; Jcel i. 
10, 12, VVkjs, in the PulaL Conj., is 
usually employed after VnK, in order more 
forcibly to describe the calamitous state 
of a country. 2 here signifies with, ex¬ 
tending to, accompanied by, and includes 
what follow’s in the general predicate. 
Comp. Gen. vii. 21. CjCs, is cognate 
with and signifies to gather up, 

away, back, take away , as well as simply 

to collect together, Zeph. i. 2, 3. LXX. 

> > 




Syr. Targ. 


signifies not only what we 
call the sea , but any lesser collection of 
water, as pools, and even rivers. See Is. 
xix. 5. 

4. Vs is here prohibitory, and not 
simply negative, as some have rendered 
it. The introduction of the sentence by 
^S, yet, nevertheless, is designed to show 
the hopeless character of the persons 
spoken of. All reproof on the part of 
their friends or neighbors generally would 
prove fruitless, seeing they had reached 
a degree of hardihood, which was only 
equalled by the contumacy of those who 
refused to obey the priest, when he gave 
judgment in the name of the Lord, Deut. 
xvii. 12. The passage is thus quite plain, 
and requires no transposition or emen¬ 
dation of the words as adopted by Houbi- 
gant, Newcome, and Boothroyd. *2‘nw 

is the same as if it were rs D‘ 2 *“ri 
•frizn, Comp. V^aa -vDics, chap. v. lOl 
All the ancient versions, except the LXX. 
and Aq. read 'qwy. The Hexap. Syr. has 

|LaX. 

5. By a sudden transition to the sec¬ 

ond person, the prophet addresses himself 
directly to his guilty people, and predicts 
their utter destruction. Evh» Kiinchi, 
Bmsius, CEcolamp. Grotius, and Ewald, 
improperly render “ to-dav.” As con¬ 
trasted here with r:V"V, night, it is equiv¬ 
alent to by day. Comp. Neh. iv. 

16. That the article is not repeated be¬ 
fore r.V*V, may be owing to the common 
adverbial use of this noun without it. 
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6 My people is destroyed for lack of knowledge; 

Because thou hast rejected knowledge, 

I will also reject thee, so that thou 6halt not be a priest to me; 
Because thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, 

I also will forget thy children. 

*1 According to their increase, so they sinned against me; 

I will change their glory into shame. 

8 They devour the sin-offering of my people, 

And long for their iniquity. 


The false prophets by whom the Israelites 
had been encouraged in wicked practices 
should render them no assistance in the 
season of calamity, but should be them- 
selves involved in the same common ruin. 

the LXX. renders 6fioiwaa ; and 
several translate, " I have reduced to 
silence; ” but the verb is obviously used 
in the sense of destroying, as is, 

ver. 6. Comp. Zeph. i. 11. By 
thy mother , the Braelitish state is meant, 
of which the citizens were the children. 
Sec chap. ii. 1. Thus Kimchi, Jerome, 
Grotius, Michaclis, Rosenmiiller, and 
Maurer. Others, as Cornelius a Lapidc, 
Houbigant, CapcUus, Pocockc, Bauer, 
and Newcome, suppose the metropolis 
to be intended. 

6. '■sale, having here the article 

before the noun, and occurring in con¬ 
nection with ryrr ± , immediately follow¬ 
ing, is not to lx? taken in the sense of un¬ 
expectedly, as r.yr -Vais is, Is. v. 13, but 
strictly means that destitution of the 


cott’s and De Rossi’s MSS., nor in some 
of the earlier printed editions ; in others 
it is marked as redundant, and some few 
have irp “cniss. The antitheses in this 
verse are pointed and forcible, ■'n is 
understood as repeated in ttrrrn, and l 
before 

■ • • 

7. As the priests are obviously the 
nominative to the verbs in the three fol¬ 
lowing verses, and form the subject of 
discourse in that which precedes, they 
must likewise be the persons spoken of in 
this. It has been queried whether the 
increase was in number, or in wealth, 
power, etc. Michaelis thinks the latter 
is meant r still the former may be in¬ 
cluded, in harmony with the mention 
made of their children, ver. 6. In pro¬ 
portion as they multiplied in numbers 
and grew in influence, they promoted the 
increase of idolatry : but the wealth and 
dignity (Tins) which they acquired, and 
which they thus prostituted, should be 
destroyed by foreigners, by whom they 


true knowledge of God which was the 
source of the sins now about to be pun¬ 
ished. This ignorance is principally 
charged upon the religious teachers of 
the nation, each of whom is directly 
addressed in r.Fs. Thus 

Pagrunus, O sacerdos ; which l5athe also 
inserts in his text. The persons addressed 
pretended to be priests of Jehovah, though 
they taught the people to combine with 
his worship that of pagan deities, or at 
least that of the golden calves, which, no 
doubt, paved the way for the universal 
spread of idolatry’ in Israel. The position 
adopted by Horsley, that the Jewish 
high-priest is intended, does not suit the 
connection. The third n in is 

not found in a great number of Kenni- 


would be carried into captivity, tiis, 
and tniza, form a slight paronomasia. ’ 

8. TNufl here signifies sin-offering , as 
it frequently docs in the Levitieal code. 
So Kimchi; and it is thus rendered in 

Pocockc’s Arab. Ms. w l U ^ c 

; and Cast alio, pta- 

_ •• 

culo. The priests greedily devoured what 
the people brought for the expiation of 
their sins; and instead of endeavoring to 
put a stop to abounding iniquity, only 
w ished it to increase, in order that they 
might profit by the multitude of the vic¬ 
tims presented for sacrifice. rE: s’® 3, to 
lift up the animal soul for any thing, 
means to lust after it, long, or have a 
strong desire for it, Deut. xxiv. 15 ; Jer. 
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9 Therefore it shall be, like people, like priest; 

I will punish them according to their ways, 

And requite them for their deeds. 

10 For they shall eat, but shall not be satisfied; 

They shall commit lewdness, but shall not increase: 
Because they have ceased to regard Jehovah. 

11 Lewdness and wine and new wine take away the heart. 

12 My people consult their stock; 

Their staff announceth to them: 


xxii. 27. i in vs 2 a, is used distributively 
to express the tact that such was the 
character of each of the piicsts. The 
reading Drr:, found in ten MSS., origi¬ 
nally in seven more, and perhaps in one, 
and supported by the LXX. Syr. Targ. 
Vulg. and Arab., most probably origi¬ 
nated in emendation. Not unfrequently 
a proposition commences with the plural, 
and ends with the singular, and vice 
versd . 

9. Corap. Is. xxiv. 2 . The rank and 
wealth of the priests would not exempt 
them from sharing the same fate with the 
rest of the nation. 

10 . is a resumption of 

vcr. 8 .— rut- is here used intransitively 
as in vcr. 18, v. 3, and is to be under¬ 
stood literally of the sensual indulgences 
of the Israelitish teachers, as the verb 
12 * 2 ^ shows. For the signification to 
abound in children, as attaching to this 
verb, see Gen. xxviii. 14. Saadius, 
Arnold, (Blumen althcbraisch. Dichtk.) 
and Horsley, disjoin ucj from the pre¬ 
ceding verb, and connect it with the fol¬ 
lowing nouns, thus: — 

“ They have forsaken Jehovah, 

Giving heed to fornication,” etc. 

But, notwithstanding the apparent force 
of the bishop’s remarks, there is some¬ 
thing so repugnant to Hebrew usage in 
the combination wii'pn ■p *' 1 itscV, 

• • * ' — i i 

to observe fornication , and wine , and new 
wine, that it is altogether inadmissible. 
Though the verb ->**3 may in no other 
passage take rrirp for its object, yet it 
takes sra **s 2 r., lying vanities, i. e. idols, 
Ps. xxxi. 7 ; Jonah ii. 9 ; in which latter 
passage it is connected with sty, os in 


the present case. The division of the 
words found in our common version is that 

of the Ilexop. Syr. n a A, ? q 



proved by Michaelis, Tingstadius, New- 
eomc, Lathe, Boothioyd, Dc AVcttc, 
Hitzig, and Ewald. 

11 . This verse has the appearance of 
a moral adage. The influence of habits 
of impurity and intoxication in blunting 
the moral feelings, and weakening the 
intellectual powers, is a well-established 
fact in the history of man. 


“ Nox et amor vinumquc nihil modern- 
bile suadent; 

Ilia pudorc vacat, liber amorque metu.” 

Odd. 

“ Is ox, vinum, nrulicr; nihil pernieiosus 
adolescentulo.” Plaut. 


There can be little doubt that the prophet 
has specially in view the impure and 
bacchanalian orgies which were con¬ 
nected with the Syrian idolatry. For 

w * 

the prevalence of drunkenness in Ephraim 
see Is. xxviii. 1 ; Amos iv. 1 . 

12 . The LXX., and most versions 
which follow them, connect "itv with zV. 
at the end of the preceding verse; a 
mode of construction adopted by Mi- 
ehaelis and Lathe, but otherwise dis¬ 
approved by modern translators. The 
Syr. Targ. and Vulg. divide properly, 
llosca here adduces proofs of the mental 
hebetude to which the sinful practice of 
the Israelitish people had reduced them 
— their application to their wooden idols 
and images for oracular counsel, and tbeir 
use of rhabdomaney or divination by 
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For a lewd spirit hath caused them to err; 

They have lewdly departed from under their God. 

13 They sacrifice on the tops of the mountains, 

And offer incense upon the hills; 

Under the oak, and the poplar, and the terebinth, 

Because their shade is pleasant: 

Therefore your daughters commit lewdness, 

And your daughters-in-law adultery. , 

14 I will not punish your daughters when they commit lewdness, 
Nor your daughters-in-law when they commit adultery; 

For they themselves go aside with harlots, 


rods. Leo Juda: "ligno suo oracula 
quuerit." That by y y, wood, is here 
meant an idol made of such material, 
the connection shows. Comp. Jer. ii. 
27 : x. 8 ; Hub. ii. ID. is properly 

a shoot or twig, then a rod , walking stajf, 
etc. Occurring as it docs here, in refer¬ 
ence to an idolatrous or superstitious 
practice, it denotes such a staff employed 
for purposes of divination. Some have 
been of opinion that it is to be taken as 
strictly parallel to yy, and that a staff is 
meant which had the image of some god 
carved upon it; but the use of the phrase 
iV announccth , pointeth out , shows 

.that a divining rod is meant. Ilhabdo- 
maney (/ )afihopavTeia) was very common 
among the ancient idolaters, as it has 
been in later times in different countries 
of the East. The ancient Arabs consulted 
their gods in this way, taking two rods, 
on one of which was inscribed God bids, 
and on the other God forbids , and drawing 
them out of the ease into which they were 
put, acted agreeably to the direction 
which first came forth. Sec Pococke, 
Specimen. Hist. Arab. p. 327. Mai- 
monides quotes an ancient book entitled 
Siphri, in which a diviner is defined to 
be one who takes his staff, and inquires, 
Shall I go ? or, Shall I not go ? The 
Runic wands of the Scandinavian nations, 
on which were inscribed mysterious char¬ 
acters, and which were used for magical 
purposes, appear to have originated in 
the more ancient divination of Asia. 
D*252T lit. a spirit of whoredoms , 
i. e. a powerful impetus to commit acts 
of idolatry. Instead of the simple form 
nyrin, some few MSS. the BabyL Tal¬ 


mud, the Syr. Vulg. and Targ. read 
tst'in ; while the LXX. and Arab, read 
;ynri. For tr: m r:Vs rnn;:, comp. 

*, * * ■ i.i 

Numb. v. 19, 20; Ezck. xxiii. o; and 
viravbpos, Rom. vii. 2. 

13. Mountains and hills were selected 
by idolaters on which to erect their altars, 
and ofTer their sacrifices, on account of 
their supposed proximity to the host of 
heaven, which they worshipped. That 
this custom was very ancient, appears 
from the prohibition, Deut. xii. 2. For 
imitating it, the Hebrews are frequently 
reproved, Is. lxv. 7 ; Jer. iii. C; Ezek. 
xviii. 11. ‘nn/n, being in Picl, ex¬ 
presses the eagerness and frequency with 
which the Israelites offered their idola¬ 
trous sacrifices. They also selected groves 
of oak, terebinth, etc., for puiposes of 
superstition and idolatry, under who>e 
umbraeeous cover they might at once be 
screened from the heat of the sun, and 
indulge in lascivious practices. The 
sacrifice of female virtue which was re¬ 
quired in the religious service of the 
Phoenician goddess Astartc, seems clearly 
to be referred to in this and the following 

verse. 7122 V, LXX. Acuktj, the white 

*♦ ■ 

poplar, from "jnV, to be white. 

14. Kuinocl, and others, taking siV, as 
standing for sV”, read the first part of 
the verse interrogatively, which is not 
unsupported by examples in Hebrew 
usage. It seems better, however, to under¬ 
stand it here as a simple negative, and 
the jneaning to be that, as the parents 
and husbands indulged in the flagitious 
practices here described, Jehovah would 
not make examples of the females, or suf¬ 
fer them to be punished, as if they alone 
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And sacrifice with prostitutes : 

And as for the undiscerning people, they shall be overthrown. 
15 Though thou, O Israel, art lewd, 

Yet let not Judah be found guilty ; 

Come ye not to Gilgal, 

Neither go ye up to Beth-aven, 

Nor use the oath, “Jehovah livetli.” 


were guilty; but would punish with 
condign punishment their natural pro¬ 
tectors, who not only abandoned them to 
seduction, but themselves rioted in the 
same wickedness. Thus Munster: “ Du- 
rissime animadvertam in parentes et 
sponsos, ut filial et sponsac corum punitfle 
vidcantur esse extra poenam.” The 
transition from the second to the third 
person, for the purpose of more graphi¬ 
cally exhibiting the subject of discourse, 
is not without examples. See Is. xxii. 
16. The use of the separate pronoun t 
also adds to the emphasis of the language. 

in Piel, strongly marks the studied 
withdrawment of the Israelites from the 
assembled throngs, to such places as were 
devoted to scenes of impurity; while 
r.2T, in the same conjugation, signifies 
in this connection, to commit lewdness as 
an act of idolatrous devotion. Between 
H;t, and rrs "J?, there seems to be this 
difference, that the former were ordinary 
females who prostituted themselves for 
gain, but the latter those who devoted 
themselves to the service of Astarte, by 
offering their persons to be violated in her 
temples at the sacred festivals. See Sel- 
den de Diis Syris, Svnt. ii. cap. 2 ; Iler- 
odot. lib. i. cap. 199 ; Euseb. Vit. Con¬ 
stantin. lib. iii. cap. 35 ; Spencer de Leg. 
Heb. lib. ii. cap. 22 and 23; Lucian de 
Dca Syra. Of this latter term, the mas. 
D*r7“, catamites, occurs, 1 Kings xiv. 
24; xv. 12 : xxii. 4t; and in the ancient 
book of Job, chap, xxxvi. 14, which 
shows at how very early a period 6ueh 
abominations obtained. It likewise occurs 
in both genders in the prohibition, Deut. 
xxiii. 18. To these practices the LXX. 
doubtless had respect in rendering the 
word TcTtXtfffifvwv, initiated. Its deri¬ 
vation ffomr - !^, sacred, consecrated , 

or destined to the service of the temple, 
confirms our interpretation.—; Syr. 


cone it av it; Arab. kj , conjccit 

A 

in terrain aliquem, in Xiph. to be cast 
down, overthrown, or the like. ’I he verb 
occurs only here, and Prov. x. 8, 10, 
where see Schultcns. 

15. A solemn warning to the Jewish 
kingdom to beware of mixing itself up 
with that of Israel in the practice of 
idolatry. Here rr:T, to commit lewdness, 
is again used figuratively. trs, properly 
signifies to contract guilt, or become sub¬ 
ject to its consequences. ViVa, Gilgal, 

* ^ 

was a town situated between the Jordan 
and Jericho, near the confines of the 
kingdom of Samaria. It was regarded 
as a holy place as early as the days of 
Joshua, chap. v. 15 ; and sacrifices were 
offered there to Jehovah in those of Sam¬ 
uel, 1 Sam. x. 8, 13; xv. 21, 33. In 
process of time, however, it came to be 
converted into a place of idolatrous wor¬ 
ship, Amos iv. 4,5; IIos. ix. 15; xii. 
11. VS r*2, Beth-aven, i. c. the house 
of vanity or idols, a name given by the 
minor prophets, by way of contempt, to 
Bethel, i. e. the house of God , a place 
sacred to true religion in the time of the 
patriarchs, and the judges; but after¬ 
wards selected by Jeroboam as the princi¬ 
pal seat of the worship of the golden 
calves, 1 Kings xii. 29, 32, 33; xiii. 1; 
Amos iii. 14 ; vii. 10, 13 ; Jcr. xlviii. 13. 
It originally belonged to the tribe of Ben¬ 
jamin, but was taken by that of Ephraim# 
Judges i. 22-25. That there was a city 
of the name of Beth-aven near to Bethel, 
appears from Josh. vii. 2, which may 
have suggested the appropriation of the 
name to the latter. LXX, oIkov ^Clv, 
reading vs, the native name of Heli¬ 
opolis, Aq, and try mm. oIkov avw<pf\Tj ; 
Theod. oIkov oSikuxs ; and with this the 


Arab, agrees 



the house 
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16 Since Israel is refractory, like a refractory heifer; 
Jehovah will now feed them, like a lamb in a large place. 

17 Ephraim is joined to idols; 

Leave him to himself. 

18 When their carousal is over they indulge in lewdness; 
Her shields arc enamored of infamy. 


of iniquity. Comp. Amos iv. 4 ; v. 5. 
From the warning here given to the 
Jews not to participate with the Israelites 
in their idolatry, it is evident the proph¬ 
ecy was delivered at a time when they 
were comparatively free from that evil. 
The prohibition not to swear by the for¬ 
mula rr.'n'i 'n, respects the combination 
of the divine name with those of idols, or 
the profession of attachment to Jehovah, 
if the persons addressed were guilty of 
idolatry. Comp. Zeph. i. 5. That it 
was otherwise lawful to use it, appears 
from Jcr. iv. 2. Comp. Dcut. x. 20. 

16. The metaphor is here taken from 
a heifer that obstinately refuses to be 

7 


voked. 

* 


Thus the Syr. 




For the force of “no, comp. 


Dcut. xxi. 18. The latter hemistich 
contains the language of irony. As lambs 
arc fond of ranging at large, but arc in 
danger of being lost or devoured, so God 
threatens to remove the Israelites into a 
distant and large country, where they 
would be separated from those with 
whom they associated in idolatrous wor¬ 
ship, and thus be left solitary and ex¬ 
posed as in a wilderness. The phrase 

- feed in a large place, is 

elsewhere used in a good sense, Is. xxx 
23. 


17. C Ephraim , as the most nu¬ 
merous and powerful of the tribes, and 
that in which the kingdom was estab¬ 
lished, is put for all the ten. najn, f rom 
to joined , closely united, adhere 
to, to be allied to by voluntary choice, 
Gen. xiv. 3. In this last sense the term 
is here used. The Israelites had volun¬ 
tarily addicted themselves to the service 
of idols, and thus identified themselves 
with their interests. While the word 
t-'SS y, idols, suggests the idea of their 
being merely the fabrication of human 


labor, it also intimates the pain or sorrow 
resulting from idolatry. The root has 
both significations. iV“T;5n strongly 
implies the obstinacy and incorrigible 
character of the ten tribes, and indig¬ 
nantly abandons them to their fate. 
The}’ arc iircclaimably devoted to the 
gods of the heathen : let them take their 
own way, and reap the consequences of 
their perverse choice. Their case is des¬ 
perate. Comp. Jcr. vii. 16; E/.ck. xx, 
39. Thus Tanchum, Jarchi, Kimchi. 
Colvin, Tamovius, Zanehius, Covcrdalc, 
Drusius, Lively, Leo Juda, Focockc, 
Kuinocl, Miehaelis, Tingstadius, New- 
come, Stuck, and Ewald. Others, as 
the Targ. Jerome, Mercer, Diodati, 
Grotius, ntoscnmiillcr, Maurer, etc., re¬ 
gard the words as simply containing a 
warning to the inhabitants of Judah to 
keep aloof from, and take no part in the 
idolatries of the Ephraimites. The LXX. 
fdrjKev iaury ffKavfiaha, reading rtsn in 
the preterite, and supplying the idea of 
idols from the preceding part of the 
verse. 

18. Before -,o, the particle ds, when, 
is to be supplied, which in poetry, for 
the sake of conciseness and energy, is 
frequently omitted. For the acceptation 
past , passed away, over, etc. comp. 1 Sam. 
xv. 32, ririsr—,» no. Horsley, Ewald, 
and some others, are of opinion that -o 
means vapid, degenerated, sour , etc., but 
less aptly. The meaning Is, that no 
sooner were their compotations over than 
they indulged in excessive lewdness. 
Instead of CXOO, their drink, drinking 
bout , one of Dc liossi’s MSS. has originally 
read D^soio, drunkards ; another ENOS, 

■ ■ t i * 

their host; and one of Kennicott’s D’fOO, 

• i ■ 

Sabcans; but none of these variations 
suits the entire construction of the verse. 
The LXX. strangely, Tiptrure x*vayalovs, 
which the Arab , as usual, follows. The 
impurity in which, when inflamed with 
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19 The wind hath bound her up in its wings, 
That they may be ashamed of their sacrifices. 


liquor, they indulged, was most probably 
that coimeetcd with the worship of Ve¬ 
nus. To express the excess to which it 
was carried, the verb is first put in the 
infinitive absolute, and then repeated in 
the finite form, 32 : 7 . is not separately 
expressed in the LXX. the Arab, or in 
either of the Syriac versions ; though it 
cannot hence be inferred that it was not 
in the Hebrew text. It is wanting, how¬ 
ever, in three of Kennieott’s MSS. If it 
did not originate in some copyist haring 
written the two last syllables of the pre¬ 
ceding word over again, it must be re¬ 
garded as haring originally formed part 
of that word in the reduplicate form 
sartwrTifcJ in which, not only is the second 
syllable of the verb repeated (^unsrs), 
but the pronominal suffomiativc is re¬ 
tained in the middle of the word, and the 
first radical (x) rejected on that account 
in the reduplication. Such form is of 
extrcmciv rare occurrence: 

• * • L i* 

lit. they destroy , destroy me, Ps. lxxxviii, 
17, being the only other instance of the 
kind with which I am acquainted. In 
this way the form is partly accounted for 
by the ancient Jewish grammarian Abu- 
walid Ibn Jannahi, as quoted by Pococke. 
What confirms this view of the redupli¬ 
cate form is the use of D'unnr, a gemi¬ 
nation somewhat resembling it, by our 
prophet, chap. viii. 13. The rendering 
give ye, as if it were the imperative of 
proposed by Abenezra and Kimehi, 
and adopted by our translators, is not so 
suitable to the connection. Maurer; 
mirifice am ant ignominiam: Ewald; es 


lieben lieben schmach seine Schilde. 
Kuinoel very unjustifiably omits ? 2 n in 
his Heb. Text. *p shame , a collective 
abstract noun, expressive of the infamous 
acts connected with idolatrous worship. 

shields, are tropically used for 
princes , as the natural protectors of their 
people, here and Ps. xlvii. 10. The femi¬ 
nine suffix n> refers to understood; 
the inhabitants being meant. 

19. By an expressive figure, borrowed 
from the sudden force with which any 
tiling is carried off by the wind, the 
prophet announces the suddenness and 
violence with which the ten tribes should 
be removed from their land. The com¬ 
bination l-pi "E3S, icings of the wind, is 
too firmly established in Hebrew usage, 
see Ps. xviii. 11; civ. 3, to allow cither 
of the acceptations spirit or vanity being 
given to mn, or that of borders to C*E2S 
in this place, fr> n being of both genders, 
accounts for the masculine of the verb, 
and the feminine pron. affix. For sniN, 
two of De Rossi’s MSS., and the "^at. 
and Alex, copies of the LXX. read nPS, 
which gives no suitable sense. In the 
distant countries of the Mcdcs, by whom 
all image-worship was held in abomi¬ 
nation, the exiles would be brought to a 
due sense of the wickedness and absurd¬ 
ity of their conduct, i, in is 

" |M *' f 

used tcKikws. Jcr. xlviii. 13. Sacrifices 
are here put by synecdoche for the whole 
system of idolatry in which they in¬ 
dulged. For the reading CphsTte'E, of 
their altars, adopted by Ncwconic, there 
is no authority except the Targ. and fcyr. 


CHAPTER V. 


This chapter commences with an objurgation of the priests and the royal family, as the 
principal seducers of the nation to idolatry, 1, 2. Then follows a description of the un¬ 
blushing wickedness of the people, interspersed with denunciations of impending punish¬ 
ment, 3-7. The approach of the divine judgments is ordered to be proclaimed, and their 
certainty declared, 8, 9. The prophet then abruptly turns to the two tribes and a half 

4 
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whose guilt and punishment he denounces; yet so as to show that his predictions were 
Chiefly directed against the northern kingdom, the rulers of which, like those of Judah, 
instead of looking to Jehovah for deliverance from civil calamities, applied in rain for 
foreign assistance, 10-14. The loth verse sets forth the certainty and the beneficial effects 
of the divine judgments. 


1 ITeau this, 0 ye priests! 

And hearken, O house of Israel I 
Give ear, O house of the king! 

For the sentence is against you. 

Because ye are a snare at Mispah, 

And a net spread upon Tabor. 

2 The apostates slaughter to excess, 

But I will inflict chastisement on them all. 

1. Vsnb*' house of Israel, i. e. the On both of these elevated positions false 

■ * T ■ • *■ 4 4 t 1 

ten tribes. r“ 2 , house of the king , worship had been established for the pur- 

i. e. the king and his court. From the pose of ensnaring the inhabitants of the 
references made to the idolatry and adjacent regions. The means employed 
punishment of Judah in this and the to bring them over to it arc compared to 
following chapter, it would appear that the snares and nets used for catching 
the king whom Hose a had specifically birds and wild beasts upon the mountains, 
in view was Pekah, the son of Rcmaliah; By metonymy, the leaders of the people 
since it was in the reign of Ahaz, who are spoken of as such nets and snares, 
was contemporary with him, that idol wor- because of their bad example, and the 
ship was carried to such a height in that influence which they otherwise exerted 
kingdom as to call for the calamities in- for evil. 

dieted upon it by the confederate forces 2. j-iurft:, slaughtering , the infinitive 
of Israel and Syria, as well as by the absolute, with n paiagogic, of tins, to 
king of Assyria. By r-V is not kill, for food or sacrifice. Here, from its 

^ * _ * i i . — *• f 

meant, as the Targ. interprets, followed close connection with the preceding verse, 
by Abenezra, Kimehi, Abaxband, Pag- it has* the latter signification. Some 
ninus, Junius, Tremellius, and others, think murder is meant; but this is less 
that it belonged to them to know’ and likely, though the verb is also used in 
execute justice, but that the judgment this sense in other places. “p"Err r.unr, 
or punishment was directed against them. lit. they deepen to slaughter, V. e. by a 
They had merited it, and it was now peculiar idiom, they slaughter to excess, 
coming upon them. LXX. xpbs vpus kill an immense number of sacrificial 
&rrl t& KplfUL. Thus most Christian victims. Comp. n*ic ^"cyr ,; Is. xxxi. 
expositors. riSStt, Mispah. As there 6. apostates, the BeiYoni participle 

were several places of this name, some of t3"'*4 to turn aside, decline from the 
degree of uncertainty attaches to it as rig?U icay, apostatize; as D*sV, scoffers, 
occurring here; but as the object of the from *pV» to scoff. Comp. Ps. x). <5, 
prophet seems to be to set forth the 2T- “ti v, those that turn aside to false- 
means employed for seducing the whole hoocl; and ftsc—ri®*, Ps. ci. 3. Two or 
of the ten tribes to idolatry, it is more three MSS., the edit. o?Soncin., and a few 
probable that he had in his eye Mispah others, have c instead of in our text, 
of Gilead, on the east of the Jordan, just p * „ r 

as he specifies mount Tabor to the west Sjr* seduxit, 1 a ^ ttSn 

of that river. See Judges x. 17 ; xi. 29, declinatio t qpostasia. The idolatrous 
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I know Ephraim, 

Israel is not hid from me; 

Surely now thou eommittest lewdness, 0 Ephraim I 
Israel is defiled. 

They frame not their deeds 
To return to their God ; 

For a lewd spirit is within them, 

And they regard not Jehovah. 

The pride of Israel testifieth to his face; 

Therefore Israel and Ephraim shall fall through their iniquity; 
Judah also shall fall with them. 


Israelites multiplied their sacrifices in 
order that they might enjoy prosperity 
under the protection of the deities to 
■whom they oH'ered them; but Jehovah 
here declares that none of them should 
escape the punishment which he was 
about to infiict upon them. Before “Cr.E 
supply r, “-S. The ancient versions are 
here jncatlv at fault, from their authors 
having supposed that the reference to 
hunters is still continued in this verse. 

3. Ephraim , as distinguished from 
Israel, means the tribe of Ephraim, 
from which most of the apostate kings 
sprang, and in wliich idolatry most 
abounded. Bv Israel the other nine 
tribes are meant. As having incurred 
the more aggravated guilt, the former is 
here addressed in the second person. 
Two of Kcnnicott’s MSS. indeed, and 
one of Dc Rossi’s, originally read nrOTfi; 
and one of Kennieott’s has nMsictss for 

T • m 

s«*J3, but Loth are, in all probability, 
from the hand of correctors. M 3 tn is 
here used figuratively. The polluting 
influence of the Ephraimites was felt 
through the whole nation. To express 
an assertion more strongly the Hebrew’s 
put it first in the form of an affirmative, 
and then in that of a negative. 
noic, is not without emphasis; pointing 
out the undeniable fact that they had 
been the cause of the spread of idolatry. 

4. The language now changes to tliG 
plural, to express the character of the 
people generally. By some tTvVVrio Is 
construed as the nominative to ?:rn, and 
rendered, their deeds do not permit them, 
etc. Thus the Syr. Abenezra, Drusius, 
etc.; and among the modems, Horsley, 


Tingstadius. Manger, Kuinoel, Stuck, 
Maurer, and Ewald. But in order to 
establish this construction, we should 
have to read tnsty or tnfc “ty, “per¬ 
mitted them” the'accusative of'the per¬ 
son always following the verb in such 
ease. See Gen. xx. 6; Exod. iii. 19. 
In the present instance *)M 3 is used in 
the sense of placing, ordering, framing , 
like nv,u and tv>r, os it is given in the 
common version, and rendered by Tan- 
ehum, Leo Juda, Mercer, Tamovius, 
Michaclis, Rosenmuller, Noyes, and 
Hitzig. The meaning is, that the Is¬ 
raelites did not reform, did not so regard 
their wicked practices as to abandon 
them and return to the pure worship of 
Jehovah. 

5. That a m:» means to testify for or 
against any' person or thing, is obvious 
from its use, Gen. xxx. 33; Job. xvi. 8. 
It is properly a Judicial phrase, and re¬ 
fers to the testimony given by a witness, 
cither for or against another, according 
to circumstances. The rendering to be 
humbled, which is that of the LXX. Syr. 
Targ. Jarehi, and recently of Michaclis, 
Ncwcomc, Noyes, and Maurer, cannot 
be philologically sustained. The addition 
v:E3, to his face, gives emphasis to the 
phrase, openly, publicly, in such a manner 
that he himself may see it, without the 
adduction of further evidence. That 
■pna signifies pride, insolence, notwith¬ 
standing w r hat Horsley asserts to the con¬ 
trary, is sufficiently apparent from Frov. 
xvi. 18, and Is. xvi. 6. I should rather 
think, however, that by the term as here 
used, we are to understand the objects of 
which the ten tribes were proud, their 
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6 With their flocks and their herds, 

They may go to seek Jehovah, 

But they shall not find him: 

V 

He hath withdrawn from them. 

7 They have proved false to Jehovah; 

For they have begotten strange children: 

% O CJ 

Xow shall a month destroy them and their portions. 


splendid or magnificent idols, etc. As 
Jehovah is spoken of as v.sa, the 

excellency, or boast of Jacobj Amos viii. 
7, so the idols might be called y sa 
TST", the excellency, or proud boast of 
Israel. They gloried in them as the 
objects of their confidence and attach¬ 
ment. These very gods, by their utter 
impotence, bear open witness that they 
could afford no help to those who trusted 
in them; so that their worshippers could 
not but have been convinced of thpir 
folly, if their hearts had not become mor¬ 
ally obscured by the practice of iniquity. 
The religion itself (cri_7, their iniquity,) 
from which they expected safetv, would 
prove the cause of their r uin. The words 
are repeated with a rimilar r efere nce 
chap. viL 10. 

The concluding line of the verse con¬ 
tains an abrupt and unexpected appli¬ 
cation of the threatening to the Jews. 
As they had suffered themselves to be 
influenced by the example of the Israel¬ 
ites, they should also share in their 
pu n is hm ent. The respective captivities 
of both are here threatened. On com¬ 
paring this threatening with chap. iv. 15, 
it appears to have been delivered at a 
period considerably subsequent to »W 
which is there spoken o£ when the evils 
of idolatry had m ade some progress in the 
southern ki ng dom. To exp r e ss mare 
strongly the certainty of the event, thp 
verb Vts is put in the preterite; whereas 
it had simply been used in the future 
in referoice to the Israelites. 

6. The idolaters are here told that 
though in the hour of calamity they 
might bring their flocks and hods as 
propitiatory sacrifices to Jehovah in order 
to avert the punishment, it would be 
altogetho’ in vain. yVn signifies to draw 
or put off any person or thing, to 
xcithdraw one « self. Camp, the Arab. 


salcus eras it, proyressus est, 
and , extraxit, exult. Pococke’s 

Arab. MS. has y y ^ sJUl 

p ^ 1 e . God hath withdrawn his help 

from them. The Israelites and Jews 
could no longer reckon on the divine 
presence, and the effectual aid which that 
presence implied. 

7* The prophet seems here to allude to 
the mention mndp of ot and 

C:*i“ letrd children, chap, i.’ 2; ii. 
4. c--T, strange, foreign, is selected in 

order to show that the idolatrv was the 
result of intercourse with foreigners. The 
verb to act unfaithfully, is also used 
of the breach of the matrimo nial cove¬ 
nant, Jcr. iii. 20. This idea is expressed 


in the Arab. MS. of Pocockc, A 

*JJ! , they hate broken the coze - 

nnnt of God. T has here the signifi¬ 
cation of itaque , and marks the conse¬ 
quence of the conjugal infidelity just 
specified — the production of a race of 
idolaters. The relation of the words is 
well e x pres s ed by Stuck : “ quoniam Deo 
infidelcs sunt, propterea liberos peregrin os 
habent.” nr 7 , notr, is here to be taken 
no t as determining the exact point of 
present tim e, but the speedy and certain 
arrival of the event. The term ®nn» 
month, has greatly, and, in my opinion, 


very unnecessarily perplexed interpreters. 
Honhigant at once cuts the knot by an 
arbitrary emendation: ©“n C Vk nr 7, 
amnino cst legendum Venn Vfc' nr7', 
nunc igitur ahsumet rubigo. He appeals 
to the tpuolfht of the LXX. as his author¬ 
ity ; but ipvolfhj signifies mildew, with 
which Von, a locust, the ward he pro¬ 
poses to substitute far ©n’n.has no manner 
of affinity. That the same wo rd which 
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8 Blow ye the horn in Gibeah, 

The trumpet in Ramah; 

Raise a shout at Beth-aven; 

He is behind thee, O Benjamin I 

9 Ephraim shall become desolate 
In the day of punishment; 

Among the tribes of Israel 

I have made known that which is sure. 


is now in the Hebrew text was found in 
it in the time of Aquila, is evident from 
his rendering it vtofiTjvla- Symm. and 
Theod. have pty. Michaclis, Dathe, 
Kuinoel, and Staudlin, give to the word 

the signification of the Arab. 

what is Jiew and unexpected^ and explain 
it of a sudden calamity. Most modems 
take it in the sense of nctc-moon. i. e. 
either at the feast of the new moon, 
when the Israelites were assembled to 
worship; or, at that time their calamities 
should commence. It seems most natu¬ 
ral to abide by the usual meaning of the 
term, and consider the prophet as an¬ 
nouncing, that within the space of one 
month thev should be visited with merit- 
ed punishment. The calamity pre¬ 
dicted seems to have been that occasioned 
by the invasion of Tiglath-pilcscr, who 
ravaged the country, and carried into 
captivity the tribes of Reuben and Gad, 
the half-tribe of Manassch, and that of 
Naphtali, besides the inhabitants of 
several cities in other parts of the 
country, 2 Kings xv. 29 ; 1 Chron. v. 26. 
That Judah also suffered on this occasion, 
see 2 Chron. xxviii. 19-21. trvpVr;. 
their portions , are commonly interpreted 
to mean their possessions or property; 
but I should rather think the prophet 
has in view their idols, whom they re¬ 
garded as the authors of their possessions 
and enjoyments. See Is. lvii. 6, and my 
Comm, on that verse. 

8. An alarm is ordered to be given to 

the southern kingdom of the approach of 

the enemy. The verse intimately coheres 
• » 

with the foregoing, and is not to be taken 
for the commencement of a new proph¬ 
ecy, as Jerome, Abarbanel, Michaclis, 
Bathe, Manger, and others, suppose. 
The difference between the and the 


mssn seems to be, that the former was 

■f * ■* ■ 

the 'same as the kor?i, being made 
of the curved horn of animals, Josh. vi. 

5, 6, 8. Arab, lituus forami- 

nibus instructus; w hereas, the latter 
was made of metal, such as the two silver 
trumpets which were employed for con¬ 
voking the congregation, Xuinb. x. 2 ; 

from nxrt, Arab. ^ ^ in angustiam' 

redegit; angusto pectore preditus fuit . 
Gesenius considers the word to be an 
onomatopoetie, imitating the broken 
pulse-like sound of the trumpet, ( hatzot - 
z$rdhf) like the Latin taratantara , and 
the German trarara. Their shape and 
size may be seen in the representations 
of the arch of Titus. Comp. Jcr. iv. .5 ; 
Joel ii. 1 ; IIos. viii. 1 . The LXX. ren¬ 
der riSSJ, Gibeah, and Hamah, 

v : • t ■» 

Toi/y /3ouvous and twv £ 1 ^ 77 X 0 ) 1 /, as if heights 
or elevated places in general were meant; 
but they are to be taken os proper names, 
just as Beth-aven and Benjamin are. 
They both lay in the tribe of Benjamin, 
see on Is. x. 29, as did also Bethel, here 
called Beth-aven. See on chap. iv. 15« 
Before Tp- ns subaud. n-'tX, the enemy 
** is behind thee,” i. e. close upon thee. 
The fifth Greek version has Kara v6tov 
trou, to the south of thee; but if the local 
signification were at all admissible, the 
west is the only sense in w’hich the word 
could be understood. 

9. Having apprised the Jew's of the 
danger with which they were threatened, 
the prophet returns to describe the ca¬ 
lamity which w r as to be inflicted upon 
the ten tribes; and in the course of the 
following verses directs his discourse to 
the tw'o kingdoms alternately. The 
nominative to rp.rn is yys, implied in 

D'^Es.—nnsiFb primarily means proof 
* # • ^ 1 
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10 The rulers of Judah are like those who remove the boundary; 
I will pour out my wrath upon them like water. 

11 Ephraim is oppressed, 

He is crushed in judgment; 

Because he consented, 

He followed the order. 

12 I am as a moth to Ephraim, 

And as rottenness to the house of Judah. 

13 And Ephraim saw his sickness, 

And Judah his wound; 


or demonstration , from to bo before 
oixe, be &ear, obvious ; in Hiph. to place 
before one in the way of evidence, con¬ 
vince, convict , and then rebuke , chastise , 
punish. The word is synonymous with 
ver. 2. The latter hemistich of 
the verse shows that the ten tribes were 
the scene of the prophet’s ministry, 
the feminine used for the neuter. 

T 1 M.? 

107 By the “princes” or “rulers of 
Judah,” king Ahaz and his courtiers are 
intended. For ■ , }* 0 >S 3 I comp. 

Deut. xxvii. 17; snyn -i5->s» 

Prov. xxii. 28; xxiii. 10; Job xxiv. 2. 
It was reckoned a flagrant offence to re¬ 
move the marks by which the divisions 
of property were defined. The language 
seems to have become proverbial to desig¬ 
nate unprincipled conduct. What the 
prophet here reprobntes appears to be the 
means adopted by Ahaz and his sup¬ 
porters to introduce idolatry' into Judah. 
See 2 Kings xvi. 10-18. If the s be 
regarded as the Caph veritatis, it will 
strongly express the fact that these 
princes had actually removed the bound¬ 
aries v Inch separated the true religion 
from the false. Divine judgments are 
frequently compared to the overflowing 
of water from a river. to pour out, 

expresses the fulness of their infliction. 
Comp. Zcph. iii. 8. prop, effer¬ 

vescence, flowing over , also denotes the 
greatness of the punishment. 

11. the genitive of cause, 

broken in pieces by the judgment, or pun¬ 
ishment mflrcted. is refers not to any 
divine commandment, but to tho order 
issued by Jeroboam to worship the golden 
calves, 1 Kings xii. 28-33. Such an 
order his subjects w ere bound by higher 


authority to have resisted; but they 
readily complied with it, and thus became 
prepared to indulge in oil the gross idol¬ 
atries to which this worship proved the 
introduction. From the circumstance 
that the LXX. have rendered the pas¬ 
sage oniffu ru>v par at to v, after vanities, 
it has been conjectured that they read 
instead of *,2 ; but it is more likely 
they intended to give the sense of the 
W'hole, rather than the signification of 
this particular word. They arc followed 
by both the Syriac versions, and in part 
by the Targ. Jerome, on the other hand, 
has read the same letters which now' stand 
in the text; for he renders sordes, 
pointing the word and regarding it 
as merely a contracted form of Kis 
or fllthincss* 

12. The reference inry, Arab. 

moth, is to the consumption of garments, 
Ps. xxxix. 12 ; Is. 1. 9 ; in np ; -\ rotten¬ 
ness, to that of wood. See Job xiii. 28, 
where both w’ords occur together as here. 
The LXX. freely render the former by 
rapax'ht the latter by Kcvrpov. The 
meaning is not that God was regarded 
as the moth and rottenness, i. e. with 
disgust; but that he was the author of 
those judgments by w’hieh the idolaters 
should be consumed. 

13. to see, has here the sense of 

TV # 

feeling, experiencing, as m the phrases 
to see life, death, good, evil, etc. "'TWi lit. 
a bandage, from to compress, bind as 

a wound, see Is. i. 6; hence, os here, a 
bandaged wound, corresponding to 
sickness, disease, in the other member of 
the parallelism. For the use of such 
metaphors in application to the state of 
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Then Ephraim went to Assyria; 

He sent to the hostile king; 

But he could not cure you, 

Nor remove vour wound from you. 

14 For I will be like a lion to Ephraim, 

And like a young lion to the house of Judah; 

I, even I will tear the prey, and depart; 

I will carry it away, and there shall be none to rescue. 

15 I will depart, I will return to my place, 

Till they suffer punishment; 


political affairs, comp. Is. i. 5, 6 , iii. 7; 
Hos. yi. 1, vii. 1. After rsVs-v, supply 
as its nominative, rnin'i: Judah , from 
the preceding part of the verse, which 
forms an alternate quatrain; the third 
line connecting with the first, and the 
fourth with the second. 21 1 is not a 

»• T # 

proper name, but an appellative, signi¬ 
fying one who contends, is contentious, 
hostile ; from v>, to strive icitn, quarrel, 
contend. The form is the apocopated 
future, and is contracted for s —1 "* “ts, 

9 • t V; 

he that acts hostilehj. Tanchum ocu 
^ 3 ! the king that contended . 

Comp, n'vi% Joiarib t Xeh. xi. 5. Aq. 

; Symm. t kHikov, or ^kSoctj- 
tt]v ; Theod. Kpir-qy. Jerome, ad regem 
ultorem, De AVctte, Dcr hbnig der 
riichen soil. That the king of Assyria is 
meant there can be no doubt. Sec chap, 
x. 6 . He was ever ready to mix himself 
up with the affairs of neighboring states, 
in order to extend or consolidate his 
gigantic empire, and was justly regarded 
by the Hebrews as their most powerful 


xvi. 7, 8 ; 2 Chron. xxviii. 21 . nna as 

• • - 1 ^ 

a verb, occurs only in this place; but a 
noun derived from it is used Prov. vii. 
22 , in the sense of healing . If we may 

judge from the Syr. lav*. recedere , 

fugci'e, Aph. liberare , it properly signifies 
to remove , relieve, and so with respect to 
a wound, to heal. LXX. oit pi] Siairavarj J 


Syr* 


|3o, neque sanabit. 


14. No effort to recover a state of pros¬ 
perity while the anger of Jehovah was 
excited against them, could possibly suc¬ 
ceed. Vnti, the black lion, and VS3, 
the young lion, are frequently employed 
to convey the ideas of strength and feroc¬ 
ity, Ps. xci. 13. The reduplication 'jn 
“ zx is, as usual, emphatic. Comp. Is. 
xliii. 25; xlviii. 15. n £ “ 13, prey, is un¬ 
derstood after cru and sr:. 

15. As God’s coming to a people, and 
being with them, implies their experi¬ 
encing efficient protection and aid, so his 
withdrawment of his presence implies the 


adversary. The application made by the 
northern kingdom was that which took 
place in the reign of Mcnahem, when 
that monarch sent to Pul a thousand 
talents of silver for the purpose of en¬ 
gaging him on his behalf, 2 Kings xv. 
19. But this alliance proved of no real 
value; for the subsidy was raised by op¬ 
pression, and in the course of the fol¬ 
lowing reign, Tiglath-pileser invaded and 
depopulated great part of the country, 
ver. 29. The embassy from the king¬ 
dom of Judah was that sent by Ahaz to 
liglath-pilcser, when attacked by the 
united kings of Syria and Israel, 2 Kings 


deprivation of these blessings, tss, like 
many other verbs, has a sensus preynans; 
conveying not only the idea of contracting 
guilt, but of suffering its consequences. 
The latter idea seems clearly to be eon- 
veyed in this passage. The liabbins, in¬ 
deed, and after them, Glassius, and many 
others, attempt to attach to the verb the 
euperadded signification of acknowledging, 
which is that adopted by our translators; 
but it is by no means supported by Ley. 
iv. 22 ; v. 5; Zeeh. xi. 5 ; the passages 
usually adduced in proof, "e *:E ^72, 
to seek the face of any one, means to 
strive to obtain his favor. See 1 Kings 
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Then will they seek my face: 

When they arc in trouble, they will seek me early. 

x. 24; Prov. xxix. 26. The phrase prayer. Comp. Dan. ix. 3. is 

occurs very frequently in the Psalms, in synonymous w’ithrj^a, but is only used 
reference to application to Jehovah in in poetic diction. 


CHAPTER VI. 


The nation, in both its divisions, is here introduced as taking up language suitable to the cir- 
cumstQiices described in the concluding verses of the preceding chapter, 1^3; but however 
appropriate it was to the condition of the people, that it was not the result of sound and 
thorough conversion, appears from ver. 4, in which they ore expostulated with on the 
ground of their inconstancy. Notice is then taken of the means, both of a moral and a 
punitive nature, that had been employed for their recovery, 5,6; their deceitful and wicked 
conduct, especially that of the Israelites, is placed in a strong light, 7-10; and a special de¬ 
nunciation of punishment is directed against the Jews, who flattered themselves with the 
hope that whatever might befall the northern tribes, no calamity would happen to them. 


1 Come, let us return to Jehovah, 

For he hath torn, hut he will heal us; 
He hath smitten, but he will bind us up. 

2 He will restore us to life after two days: 


1 , 2. It has been disputed whether 
these words be those of the prophet ex¬ 
horting his countrymen to repent and 
turn to God, or whether they are to be 
regarded as employed by themselves to 
give expression to their feelings of peni¬ 
tence, their confidence in God for de¬ 
liverance from punishment, and their 
resolutions of amendment for the future. 
The latter appears, from the bearing of 
ver. 5, to be the preferable interpretation. 
The intimate connection of the words 
with the preceding context, and the repe¬ 
tition, in part, of its language, induces to 
the conclusion that the same subject is 
here continued, viz, the castigation of 
the Hebrew kingdoms on account of 
idolatry, and the effect produced by it. 
This connection the ancient versions have 
endeavored to establish by inserting a 


word corresponding to iknV,* though it 
is not found in any Heb. MSS. From 
the apparent agreement of the language 
of ver. 2, ■with the circumstances of time 
connected with the death and resurrection 
of our Saviour, many interpreters, as 
Lactantius, Tertullian, Origcn, Jerome, 
Augustine, Luther, CEcolampadius, Mer¬ 
cer, Riberus, Tamovius, Hammond, etc., 
have maintained that it is to these respect 
is had in the prophecy. I fully concur, 
however, in the judicious remarks of 
Calvin on this interpretation, “ Sed sensus 
ille videtur mi hi nimium argutus. Et 
semper hoc speetandum est nobis, ne 
volitemus in aere; placent argutm specu¬ 
lation cs primo intuitu, sed postea evanes- 
cunt. Ergo quisquis volet proficere in 
Scripturis, semper hanc regulam teneat, 
ut solidum sit quicquid colligit sive in 
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On the third day he will raise us up, 

And we shall live before him. 

3 Then we shall know, we shall strive to know Jehovah: 
Like the dawn, his going forth is fixed. 

Yea, he will come to us like the rain, 

Like the latter rain, which watereth the earth. 


prophetis, sivc in Apostolis.” The exe¬ 
gesis of Grotius, Horsley, and many 
others, who regard the words as primarily 
applicable to the Jews, and secondarily, 
or allusively, to the resurrection of Christ, 
is equally unsatisfactory. The simple 
meaning of the passage is, that on their 
conversion from the service of idols to 
that of Jehovah, the Hebrews should ex¬ 
perience the removal of the national 
calamities with which they had been 
visited; the nation which had been re¬ 
duced to a state of political death would 
be resuscitated, and enjoy a renewal of 
its former prosperity. From the meta¬ 
phor of disease, ver. 1, there is in ver. 2, 
an advance to that of actual death, and 
a consequent resurrection, in order to 
place their present and also their antici¬ 
pated condition in a more striking light. 
For the use of the latter metaphor in 
application to the national affairs of the 
Jews, see Is. xxvi. 19 ; Ezek. xxxvii. 1- 
14. *r*rv" 2V'2, on the third day, is 
expletive of after days, i. e. two 

days; LXX. /zero 5uo Tjfiipas. lb at a 
short period is meant, appears from two 
and two three being used to denote a few, 
or very few, 1 Kings xvii. 12 ; Is. vii. 21, 
xvii. 6. Comp. Luke xiii. 32, 33. The 
afflicted Hebrews confidently hoped that 
their punishment would be of brief dura¬ 
tion, and that God would assuredly 
restore them to the enjoyment of his 
favor. Such enjoyment is expressed by 
living before him, experiencing 

his presence and blessing. The phrase 
contrasts with that employed chap. v. 15, 
and indicates the resu’t of *:3 yip 2 , 
there predicted. 

3. In ryrV n?”:*, there is a 

nse irom a resolution simply to acquire a 
true knowledge of Jehovah, to a determi¬ 
nation to make such knowledge the 
object of earnest and unwearied pursuit. 

5 


The n of the elongated futures marks 
this bent or inclination of mind. To 
separate the verbs, and connect the former 
with the preceding verse, as Ilorslcy 
does, would quite destroy the force of the 
prophet’s language. At the same time 
the i at the beginning of the verse is 
inferential, intimating that what follows 
would be the result of the divine inter¬ 
position on behalf of the Hebrew people. 
Some few MSS. insert i before 

t : ; ■ 

to be fixed , established, certain. 
As certain and delightful as the dawn of 
the morning would be the coming forth 
of the favor of Jehovah alter the dark 
night of adversity. This beautiful meta¬ 
phor is taken from the sunrise. See, for 
such application of Ps. xix. 7 . 

The other images were peculiarly appro¬ 
priate in Palestine, where rain falls sel¬ 
dom, except in spring and autumn. At 
these seasons it is heavy, and gTeatly 
contributes to the fertility of the soil, on 
which account its bestowment was re¬ 
garded as among the most necessary of 
temporal blessings, and its absence a 
source of awful calamity. The former, 
commonly called or ri-rtt, the 

darting rain , from the root m“, to dart , 
cast , etc.; here the rain , by way 

of eminence; the heavy, violent rain , as 
the word properly signifies. It falls 
from the middle of October till about the 
middle of December, and is called the 
early or former rain. LXX. urrfcr 
it pwifjx>s, because the Jews commenced 
their year at that time. It prepares the 
gTound for the reception of the seed. 

the latter rain, LXX. verfcr 
Hrpifios, falls in the latter half of February 
and during the months of March and 
April, just before the harvest; from 
which circumstance it receives its name 
—rpV, signifying to gather or collect, the 

late fruit. Comp. to collect, Syr. 
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4 Wlint shall I do to thee, O Ephraim I 
What shall I do to thee, O Judah! 

For your goodness is like the morning cloud, 

And like the dew which early departeth. 

5 For this cause I have hewed them by the prophets, 

I have slain them by the words of my mouth: 

Thy judgments went forth like the lightning. 

6 For I desired mercy and not sacrifice; 

And the knowledge of God, rather than burnt offerings. 



'4 ‘ That the declarations contained in 
the preceding verses are not to be viewed 
as divine promises, but express the hopes 
and resolutions of the afflicted Hebrews, 
appears from the affecting expostulations 
here addressed to them, and the descrip¬ 
tion of the temporary and evanescent 
character of their boasted reformation. 
Like a tender parent who is anxious, if 
possible, to reclaim a wayward child, Je¬ 
hovah asks what other means could possi¬ 
bly be employed for the recovery of his 
rebellious people. They had been tried 
both with mercies and judgments, but 
without effect. Comp. Is. v. 4-7. icn 

A ♦♦ ai 

properly means kindness , benignity , mer¬ 
cy ; here piety , religion , as Is. xl. 6. 
► > y 

Syr. Oi j, your goodness; Po- 

eocke’s Arab. MS. your relig¬ 

ion. Theodoret not inaptly gives the 
meaning thus: g it ap* vywv ytuofi4vij 
p*Taii€\eia Trp6(TKaipos ion, koI ov biapKrjs. 
In Palestine, and other countries of the 
same latitude, the dense clouds which 
cover the heavens during the morning are 
all gone by nine or ten o’clock ; and the 
dews, however copious, early disappear. 
O'STtt is here, as frequently, to be taken 
adverbially ; early , in the morning. As 

the cognate Ethiop. lYn~ * signifies 


to carry a burden^ and beasts of burden 
are usually loaded in the morning, the 
Hebrew E3B came in Hiphil to signify 
the doing of any thing at an early hour. 
•jjVr? is not to be construed with 
but with Vtj. 


5. The severity of the threntenings 

communicated through the instrumen¬ 
tality of the prophets is compared to the 
incisions made in stone or wood with the 
axe, and those made in the human body 
with the sword. Comp. Is. xi. 4; Hcb. 
iv. 12. After •'passn supply r or ors* 
To make the pronominal affixes agree, 
the LXX. Syr. and Torg. read “BSisn, 
“ my judgments,” and so likewise Dathc, 
Kuinoel, Boeckcl, Ncwcomc, Boothroyd, 
and Ewald, instead of “ thy 

judgments.” Vulg. judicia tua! Hcxap. 

Syr. i-1^90. There is no variety 

in the MSS., except that one of Kenni- 
eott’s, and originally one of He Rossi’s, 
have “thy judgment,” in the 

singular!’ The reference of the affix' is 
to ver. 4 ; and the meaning is, the 
judgments which belong to thee y which 
thou deservedst, and which were inflicted 
upon thee. The genitive is that of object. 
Comp. EttBrra, 1 Kings xx. 40 ; 

Jer. li. 9 ; and especially Zeph. 

iii. 15. Thus Lyranus: “ phenaj tibi 
inferendae.” though future, is 

modified by the preceding preterite, and 
is to be rendered accordingly, has 

here the sense of lightning , as in Job 
xxxvii. 3, 15. The LXX. Syr. Targ. 
and Arab, supply 3 before Sudden 

and awful as the lightning were the in¬ 
flictions of merited punishment upon the 
idolatrous Hebrews. 

6. nen means here true piety , of which 

mercy or charity is only a branch, rsy n 
corresponding to it in the second 
member of the verse, likewise means a 
practical knowledge of God t in opposition 
to that which is merely speculative. 
Comp. Jer, xxii. 16. The present is one 
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7 But they are like men that break a covenant: 
There they proved false to me. 

8 As for Gilead, it is a city of evil-doers; 
Marked with footsteps of blood. 


of several passages in the Old Testament, 
in which the comparative worthlessness 
of ceremonial observances is taught. 
See Is. i. 11-17; Ps. xl. 7-9, 1. 8-23; 
Mic. vi. 6-8. Comp. Matt. ix. 13. 
xii. 7. 

7. Translators and commentators have 
been greatly divided respecting the pre¬ 
cise meaning of cin as occurring in this 
passage. Some, as Jarchi, Jerome, Leo 
Juda, Castalio, Grotius, Clarius, Manger, 
Tingstadius, Newcome, Rosenmiiller, 
Boothroyd, and Stuck, regard it as a 
proper name, and suppose the reference 
to be to the conduct of Adam in trans¬ 
gressing the divine commandment; while 
Kimchi, Munster, Vatablus, Trcmellius, 
Beza, Drusius, Lively, Calvin, Rivctus, 
Piscator, Zanehius, (Ecolampadius, Mer¬ 
cer, Lowth, DeWette, Maurer, Hitzig, 
Ewald, etc., take it to be an appellative, 
and interpret the passage of the treach¬ 
erous violation of contracts among man¬ 
kind. In favor of the former view, it is 
alleged, that it places the guilt of the Is¬ 
raelites in a much more aggravated light; 
and Job xxxi. 33, Ps. Ixxxii. 7, are ap¬ 
pealed to in proof of a similar allusion. 
It is, however, very doubtful whether 
there be any such allusion in these pas¬ 
sages; and as to the force of the com¬ 
parison, it seems sufficiently supplied by 
supposing men in general to be under¬ 
stood, who break the engagements into 
which they have entered with each other. 
The Israelites had treated God as if he 
had been one of themselves, and as if the 
sanctions of his covenant were as little 
to be regarded as those of ordinary con¬ 
tracts were by men of unprincipled char¬ 
acter. If we except the three passages 
in question, it is universally admitted 
that there is no other, after the first chap¬ 
ters of Genesis, in which d~k is used as 

a proper name, or in which any reference 
is made to our first parent. The abso¬ 
lute and indefinite form too in which 
occurs, (comp, on the other hand 
, ' r V^r* u m y covenant,” chap. viii. 1,) 


shows, that both this noun and the pre¬ 
ceding verb 312y, stand in immediate 
relation to ciN, w ; luch, as very frequently, 
is a collective, and is thus used instead 
of a plural, which it nowhere exhibits. 
It may also be objected to the first men¬ 
tioned interpretation, that nowhere in 
Scripture is God said to have entered 
into a rr-ia, or covenant with Adam. 
The obligations under whieh he was 
placed are represented as those of a 
Hi 2 ) 2 , command or interdict, rather than 

t ■ < 

any of a federal nature. D V N2» like 
Edom , the reading proposed by Michaelis, 
has found no supporters. Before ^nry, 
supply ncs, of whieh there is frequently 
an ellipsis in Hebrew poetry. See Nol- 
dius, p. 103.— tt?, there , points graphi¬ 
cally to the northern or Israelitish king¬ 
dom as the principal scene of idolatrous 
defection, and anticipates the regions 
more specifically referred to in the two 
following verses. 

8. "jyVa, Gilead, is the nominative ab¬ 
solute, anil is here the designation of a 
city, in all probability Rarnolh-Gilead, 
the metropolis of the mountainous region 
bevond Jordan, and south of the river 
Jabbok, known by the name of Gilead, 
Josh. xxi. 38 ; 1 Kings iv. 13. It was 
here that Jacob and Laban entered into 
a solemn covenant with each other, Gen. 
xxxi. 21, 23, 25. Burckhardt found 
ruins of cities on two mountains in that 
region, still known by the names of 
Djebel, Djela&d, and DjelaGd, one or 
other of which may have been that here 
mentioned. It was one of the cities of 
refuge, Deut. iv. 43 ; Josh. xx. 8 ; but 
appears from the present passage to have 
afterwards become notorious for idolatry 
and bloodshed. Some would restrict 
VS 'b y 9 to idolaters, in imitation of the 

' V J m**; ' 

LXX. who render Ipya^ofiturj fidraia ; 
but it seems better to take the phrase in 
its more enlarged meaning, ns including 
all manner of wickedness. Of this, 
indeed, idolatry has ever been found to 
be the fruitful parent. Various expla- 
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9 As troops of robbers lie in wait for a man , 

So is the association of priests: 

They commit mnrder in the way to Shechem; 

Yea, they practise deliberate crime. 

10 In the house of Israel I have seen what is horrifying; 

There is the lewdness of Ephraim j 
Israel is polluted : 

11 Also for thee, O Judah! a harvest is appointed. 


nations of n22 7 have been advanced; but 

the simplest i> that which regards it as 
signifying traced, from the heel, step, 

print of the foot , and describing the marks 
car traces of blood left by the feet of the 

who resided there. Syr. 




e> r y 

QXQVnfl stained t pith blood . 


Jewish Span, immunda de sanyre. To 
what historical facts the prophet refers 
we have no information, except perhaps 
that contained in 2 Kings xv. 25, from 
which it appears that fifty of the inhab¬ 
itants of Gilead were implicated in the 
regicidal conspiracy against Pekahiah. 

9. E-?* Shechem, was another city of 
refuge, situated between Ebal and Ge¬ 
mini. It still exists under the name of 


Xabloos, and has, from very 


ancient times been the seat of the 
religious community of the Samaritans. 
Having been for a time the residence of 
Jeroboam, 1 Kings xii. 25, its inhabitants 
became so corrupted, that the priests 
resident there banded together, waylaid, 
and murdered with impunity the persons 
who were fleeing to the asylum for refuge. 
The n in rtru is that of direction, and 

t ; _ 

connects in sense with T,“”. The inter- 

» m 

position of the verb msy.* between these 
two norms occasions no difficulty, since 
we have instances of nouns in construction 


being separated. See Gen. vii. 6 ; Is. 
xiiL 8 ; Has. xiv. 3. Our common ver¬ 
sion, and many others, following the 
Targ. in Cirr» one shoulder , translate 
tx2ti, irith one consent, which well suits 
the connection; but is not borne out by 
Hebrew usage— the term occurring but 
once, Zoph. iiL 7, in this metaphorical 
acceptation, and then not rrrr as here, 
but nn?t titi. -sn is generally consid¬ 


ered to be an imitation of the Chaldee 
form of the Infin. in Pid, from rr n, t-> 
i oast, lie in trait for; but it seems more 
likely to be the abbreviated farm of the 
Piel Participle *:r,r p the c being drepped, 
as in H2r, Ecdes.* iv. 2, and in several 
instances of the Pual Participles. See 
Gesen. Lehrgeb. p. 316. “rrp will 
thus form the genitive of object, 'three 
MSS. substitute n for ■>; and instead of 
the prepositive 2, three MSS. and three 
printed editions read s. Before -rr 
f:r i there is an ellipsis of “r, cc ms- 
ponding to s in “2H2.— 7 is used to 
denote p re s umptuous or deliberate wick cd- 

ness, from CCT; Arab. ^ ... , proposuit 

sibi, to form a purpose, lay a deliberate 
plan of action ; chiefly employed in a tad 
sense. LXX. ayofua* Hitzdg, L'nthat. 

10. TAX. <ppuc(Z&n, occurs 

under the forms ti and rr, 

Jer. v. 30, xxiiL 14, xviiL 13. It is ex¬ 
plained immediately after of the atrocious 
idolatry which, through the influence of 
the tribe of Ephraim, had spread itself 
over the whole kingdom of Israel. 

11. For the various interpre t ations 
which have been given of this verse see 
Tamovius or Pocockc. Ewald is the 
only modem that adopts branch as the 
rendering of -rsp, as Kiraehi proposed, 
and explains it of the introduction of 
idolatry into Judah. How Horsley could 
assert that harvest is used in a good 
sense, as an image of the ingathering of 
the people of God, is inconceivable. See 
Jer. 1L 33 ; Joel iiL 13 ; Rev. xiv. 15-20. 
Nowhere in prophecy docs it appear to 
be used in this sense. In all probability, 
the punishment predicted is that recorded, 
2 ChrotL xxviiL 6-8. f— is here u c od 
impersonally. Instead of four MSS. 
originally two more, the Targ. and two 
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old editions, read The words 

n2® have no meaning, if con¬ 
nected with the preceding, which form a 
concise apostrophical warning to the 
Jewish kingdom. They must, therefore, 


be transferred to the following context, 
with which they will be found to be in 
harmony. Thus Moerlius, Michaclis, 
Jahn, Eichhom, Kuinoel, Stuck, De 
Wette, and Boothroyd, divide. 


CHAPTER VII. 


The prophet continues his description of the wickedness of the ten tribes. Regardless of Je¬ 
hovah, they persevered in falsehood and violence, 1, 2; flattered their rulers, and thereby 
obtained their sanction to their nefarious conduct, 3, 5; aud indulged to the utmost in 
licentiousness, 4-7. The murder of their kings successively is predicted, and their hardi¬ 
hood and folly are further set forth, 7-10. The prophet next adverts to their fruitless 
application for assistance to Egypt and Assyria, and their equally fruitless, because false 
professions of return to the service of God, 11-16. 


1 When I reversed the captivity of my people, 
When I healed Israel, 

Then was the iniquity of Ephraim revealed, 
And the wicked deeds of Samaria; 

For they practised deceit; 

The thief entered, 

And the banditti plundered in the street. 

2 And they considered notin their heart, 


1. Some would render M2® 

•W, “When I again lead my people 
into captivity ; ” but altogether contrary 
to the established usage of the language. 
See Deut. xxx. 3 ; Ps. xiv. 7 ; Jer. xxxi. 
23; Zcph. iii. 20. The words arc ex¬ 
plained by the following *SE“!2, 

ichen I heal Israel . 2 and d frequently 

alternate with each other, when used of 
the time at which any thing is done. 
The restoration here mentioned is in all 
probability that of the two hundred 
thousand Jewish captives, to which refer¬ 
ence is made 2 Chron. xxviii. 8-15. The 
conduct of the Israelitish ruler? upon that 
occasion held out some hope of improve¬ 
ment in the character of the nation, and 
a consequent change in the Divine con¬ 
duct towards it; and this expectation 


was confirmed by a temporary cessation 
of the judgments of God, during which 
they might be said to have been healed; 
but it was soon entirely frustrated by 
the open increase of wickedness among 
them. nV:.3*i has the force of then, on 
the contrary , become more manifest, etc. 
For Samaria , see on Is. xxviii. 1. Being 
the metropolis of the ten tribes, it was 
the head spring of that corruption of 
manners which overspread the kingdom. 
N i ) 2 - ' and V5H2 urS describe the acts of 

f » " " T 

violence that were committed by breaking 
into and plundering private houses, and 
those which were perpetrated on persons 
in the streets. The reference is not to 
foreign enemies, as Horsley and others 
expound, but to lawless Israelites. 

2. For the phrase 2 V 2 comp, the 
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That I remembered all their wickedness: 
Now their deeds encompass them; 

They are before my face. 

3 With their wickedness they cheer the king, 
And with their falsehoods the princes. 

4 They are all adulterers; 

They are like an oven, heated by the baker; 
Who resteth from heating it, 

From the time he kneadeth the dough, 

Until it be leavened. 

5 On the day of our king, 


Arab. juJLs and a* Jl* 

y ... o \ ; and dur, say to one's self. Ps. 

xiv. 1, et freq. Instead of the 

form exhibited in the printed text, 4i to 
their heart,” ten MSS., originally seven 
more, now one, perhaps another, and the 
Complut. Bible, read 12 2 * 33 , " in their 
heart.” One of De Rossi’s MSS. states 
in the margin that the latter reading is 
found in other copies. It is also sup¬ 
ported by the Syr. Vulg. Targ. and 
Arab, versions. Both forms describe in¬ 
ternal or mental conversation, only b 
indicates an endeavor to persuade. So 
far were the persons spoken of from 
bringing themselves to act on the con¬ 
viction, that God was privy to their 
wicked deeds, that they evinced the con¬ 
trary disposition. Still, however, the 
phrase may best be rendered by think, 
consider , or the like. To the words 

Ci32a, two interpretations 

have been given. They cither mean, 
that the evil practices of the Israelites 
crowded round them as so many causes 
of punishment, as enemies surround and 
shut up the object of their attack; or, 
that they crowded about them os so 
many witnesses to reveal the wickedness 
of their character. The latter would 
seem, from the following words, to be the 
true meaning. 

3. Their rulers, instead of repressing, 
took delight in the immoral and irre¬ 
ligious conduct of the people. 

4. In this connection, is to be 

taken in its literal signification. Comp. 
Jer. ix. 1, xxiii. 10. For the conjecture 
of Stuck, that the word was originally 


C'Esw, baked or cooked , there is no 
foundation. To place the violent and 
incontinent character of their lust in 
the strongest light, the prophet compares 
it to a baker’s oven, which he raises to 
such a degree of heat, that he only re¬ 
quires to omit feeding it during the short 
period of the fermentation of the bread. 
JSuch was the libidinous character of the 
Israelites, that their impure indulgences 
were subject to but slight interruptions. 
Comp. i/faTanauarovs a/iaprlas, 2 Pet. ii« 
14. in the feminine agrees with 

"nsrs which is of common gender. The 
latter word Gescnius derives from the 


Aram. to smoke, and "ns, fire. 

- O > 

Comp, the Arab. and Syr. 

fomax, clibanus. The oven here referred 
to is rtot the pitcher-oven of the Arabs, 
but the larger kind, pretty much like our 
own, which was, as it still is, used in 
public bake-houses. nsstt rinub is 
elliptical for burning, having been kindled 
by the baker. Before Jnsupply K. 
The meaning is, who only ceaseth from 
heating, etc. Most interpreters take 
TS?w in the sense of stirring , rousing up, 
etc., and apply it to the stirring of the 
fire in the oven; but it is preferable to 

regard it as the part, of Arab. 

to be hot , burning; hence in Iliph. to 
cause to bum , heat, etc. Thus the LXX. 
a7rb rtjy <p\oybs. The interpretation f rom 
the city , given in the Syr. Targ. and 
Vulg. is altogether inappropriate. For 
the feminine form of the Infin. ins km, 
Comp, Ezek. xvi. 5. 

5. By eY- is meant a festal day; 
either that of the king’s birth, or, as the 
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The princes are sick with the fever of wine; 

He stretcheth out his hand with the scoffers. 

6 For though they approach with their heart warm as an oven, 
Yet it is in their plot; 

Their baker sleepeth all the night; 

In the morning it burneth like a blazing fire. 


Targ. Jarchi and Kimchi give it, that of 
his inauguration. The preposition 3 is 
understood. Michaelis thinks the reler- 
er*?e is to the accession of a new king to 
the throne. Instead of 3 22 V 73, our king , 
twenty-two MSS. and the Syr. read 
52*3V.73 our kings ; LXX. Tjptpai ruv 
fia<n\iu>v uywv. iVntjt is used intransi¬ 
tively. The LXX. Syr. Targ. Yuig. 
Abarbancl, Leo Juda, Newcomc, Michae¬ 
lis, and Boothroyd, refer tliis verb to the 
root ; but, not to insist on its re¬ 
quiring in sueh case to be read nVnrs, 

i> 

there is something so intolerably tame hi 
the rendering, “ The princes began to be 
heated with wine,” that it cannot be 
admitted as the language of the prophet. 
Besides, would likewise require to 
be changed iiito ribh, which would pro¬ 
duce an anomalous infinitive. 1-72 ft, bot - 
tie, less agrees with 10 following than 


Wen, heat . Comp, Arab. 



y*7e is an instance of the construe 
state with a preposition intervening be¬ 
tween the nouns. Comp. t 2*>73 ** 5 * 2 :, 
Ezek. xiii. 2 ; y •-» tiV i r-i»’ Is. 1L 2l' 

» v • * -'» j 

and see Gesen. Lehrgeb. p. 67i). The word 


mean the heat or fever produced by in¬ 
toxication. "W hile the courtiers thus 


indulged to excess, the monarch, for¬ 
getting his dignity, participated in their 
cup>, ahd joined in their scoffs. Because 
occurs nowhere else, Houbigant 
would have it changed into the usual 
form C*2V, most uncritically. Comp. 

V’P ant l ys_j>. Aq. ; LXX. 

less properly, Koifiwv. The reduplicate 
form is intensive, and expresses the 
awfully profligate character of the per¬ 
sons described. 


6. I consider the prophet to be con¬ 
tinuing in this verse his description of 
the abandoned courtiers, in imagery 
borrowed from that introduced vcr. 4. 
In their intercourse with the monarch, 


they approached him w r ith the warmest 
professions of loyalty; but in private 
they were scheming how to get rid of 
him. The ringleader waited till he could 
conveniently carry the plot into exe¬ 
cution : and speedily they effected the 
nefarious purpose. Were it not that all 
the ancient versions render 52 -p as a 
verb, 1 should have been inclined to point 
it and translate, “For their inward 

part is like an oven; their heart is in 
their plot.” Comp, far 
Jcr. ix. 7. The rendering I have given, 
however, equally suits the connection. 
Though there is no word in the text 
corresponding to “ w^arm,” its insertion 
in the translation is fully justified by the 
comparison in n‘:P3, like an oven , and 
the intensitive force of 2“^J5 in Picl. That 
this verb ever signifies to make ready or 
jprepare , I do not find. All attempts to 
justify the rendering of the LXX. and 

7 

Syr. a.vtKa.V'bgpav, by the con¬ 
jectural readings 52"rr, 3212, and 

have proved abortive. According 


to the Hcxapla, Symm. 



). 


Aq. and Thcod. (CLOj-D} Mue), 


read as we now do; as did likewise the 
Targ. ?2“ , prs. — CrES, their baker , 
(many MSS. and various printed editions 
have eh*e s, which may also be regarded 
as a singular form, ^ taking the place of 
the third radical r;, as in other nouns or 
participles derived from verbs in "nV,) 
the Targ. and Syr. render yrrT.^ii 

V 05»K©>, as if the reading were CEs, 


their anger . ’Eippcifyx, found in the LXX. 
shows that the former must have been 
the reading of the MS. w'hieh they used, 
as the latter could not have so easily been 
mistaken for this proper name. 
which Dathe proposes, and Kuinoel 
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7 They all glow as an oven, 

They devour their judges; 

All their kings have fallen: 

None amon<? them caileth unto me. 

O 

8 Ephraim mixeth himself up with the nations; 
Ephraim is a cake unturned. 

9 Strangers devour his strength, 

But he knoweth it not; 

Yea, gray hairs are sprinkled upon him, 

Yet he knoweth it not. 


adopts into his Hcb. text, nowhere occurs 
in the sense, ira, furor , eorum . 13 y 
“their baker” seems to be meant the 
leader of the conspiracy, whom some 
suppose to be Menahem, others Shallum, 
2 Kings xv. 10-15; but I should rather 
infer from what is stated ver. 7, that the 
prophet includes all the conspiracies which 
took place in Israel. Having prepared 
the rest of the conspirators, he, like the 
baker, abided his time, when, of a sudden, 
the plot burst forth like a flame. 

7. Comp. 2 Kings xv. 0^3, all of 

them, corresponds to ver. 4.' irtarv, 

is the future in Kal of Dwn, to be warm, 
hot, etc. The prophet still continues the 
comparison. As the fire in the oven 
devours the fuel, so the persons spoken 
of destroyed those who were in authority. 
*>2 3 is not to be taken in the sense of fall¬ 
ing off or apostatizing from God, as Jer¬ 
ome, Ribera, Menochius, Tirinius, and 
some others interpret, but in that of fall¬ 
ing by the hands of murderers. This, 

they devour , in the preceding hemi- 
stitch, shows. The source of the evil, 
however, lay in apostasy from Jehovah, 
which had reached such a height, that 
none implored the Divine aid even when 
in calamity. 

8. Ewald renders Vbtom, veraltet, 
“ hath become old,” which might seem 
to derive some support from the latter 
part of ver 9; but the verb can, with no 
propriety, be referred to any other root 

than Vba, Arab. madefecit, coni- 

^ * 7 

mistus fuit, Syr. n s. confudit, to 

mix by pouring , mix, confound . LXX. 


<Tvi/cfilyt/uTo. Syr. Targ. 

Comp. Psalm cvi. 35, where 
-jZnyrp is similarly used ofpiomis. 
cuous intercourse with idolaters. That 
such intercourse generally, including the 
adoption of their idolatrous practices, and 
not specifically the entering into leagues 
with them, is meant, appears from the 
following clause, in 'which, to express the 
worthlessness of the Epliraimitish char¬ 
acter, the people are compared to a cake, 
which, from not having been turned, is 
burnt, and good for nothing. The Arabs 
bake their bread on the ground or hearth, 
covering it with hot embers, and turning 
it every ten minutes or quarter of an hour, 
to prevent its being burnt. When neg¬ 
lected it is unfit for food, and is thrown 
away. Such was the state of the apos¬ 
tate Israelites. They had corrupted 
themselves, and were only fit for rejec¬ 
tion. LXX. 4yKpv<f>las, bread baked in 
hot ashes, Cyril, tuv iirl \i&ots onTOfit- 

VU)V \lpTU)V. 

9. ent , strangers, foreigners, i. e. the 
Syrians, Assyrians, etc. See 2 Kings 
xiii. 7; xv. 19, 20; xvii. 3-6. The 
state, drawing to its close, without the 
fact being observed by its citizens, is com¬ 
pared to a person on whose head gray 
hairs begin to make their appearance, 
without his becoming sensible of the ap¬ 
proach of age. 

“ Sparserit et nigras alba senecta co¬ 
mas.” Propertius. 

10-12. A repetition of part of chap, 
v. 5, which see. Though the apostate 
Israelites had abundant proof of the 
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10 The pride of Israel testifieth to his face, 

Yet they turn not to Jehovah their God, 

Kor seek him for all this. 

11 Ephraim is like a silly dove, without understanding ; 

They call in Egypt, they go to Assyria. 

12 As they go, I will spread my net upon them, 

I will bring them down like the fowls of heaven: 

I will chastise them, 

As it hath been heard in their assembly. 

13 Woe unto them! for they have wandered from me; 
Destruction unto them! for they have rebelled against me. 

Though it was I that redeemed them, 

O 

Yet have they spoken lies against me. 

14 They cry not to me with their heart, 

But howl upon their beds: 


inefficiency of their idols, yet they re¬ 
turned not in the exercise of true repent¬ 
ance to God, who alone could deliver 
them in the hour of trouble, but formed 


alliances with foreign powers in the de¬ 
lusive hope of protection. The simplieit v 
of the dove is proverbial. Thus the 



than the dove. The word rr.iE is here, 
however, used in a bad sense, as V 6 ?.* 
without heart , i. e. without understand¬ 
ing, shows. The point of comparison is 
the inconsiderate flight of the dove from 
one danger into another; from the alarm 
which makes her leave her abode for the 
net of the fowler. Such would be the 
ease with the Israelites. Jehovah had 
distinctly announced to them, that for¬ 
eign alliances would prove their ruin ; 
yet they heedlessly rushed into destruc¬ 
tion. ustf stands either for mvis or 

_ - T ~ 

The spreading of the net refers 

to the taking of birds that are on the 
ground; the bringing down, to those 
that axe in the air, by the use of missile 
-weapons. Instead of the Iliphil On-O's, 
which occurs only here, the Soncin. edit, 
of the Prophets, and some few MSS. 
read in Piel, w’hich may also be 

interpreted causatively. cnnyV J icils , 
lit. according to the report to their assem¬ 



bly, i. e. the public congregations, to 
which the Divine messages were delivered. 
God had given them sufficient warning 
by Moses and the prophets. The versions 
vary in rendering the last word, which 
has given rise to the conjectural readings 
tm'jV, DnisV, and Aq., 

t t t : i ; * tt. 

however, renders, Kara a/coris ttjs avva- 

yuryrjs. 

13. That ■'“R is denunciative and not 
plaintive, the following "taj plainly shows. 
“73 is often used of the flight of birds 
that wander from their nest, see Prov. 
xxvii. 8 ; Is. xvi. 2 ; Jer. iv. 2 o ; and is 
here employed w ith reference to the silly 
dove, vct. 12. The redemption from 
Egypt, and that which, in numerous in- 
instanees, they afterwards experienced, 
Jehovah adduces in aggravation of their 
guilt. Their preferring the service of 
idols to that of the true God, was not 
merely a practical denial of his all-suffi¬ 
ciency, but a violation of the solemn 
pledge which they had given of undi¬ 
vided obedience to his law, when, as 
stated, chap. vi. 1-3, they professed to 
return to him. 

14. When pressed down by the calam¬ 
ities which their sins had brought upon 
them, they eried to God for deliverance, 
but without any genuine repentance or 
sincere resolution to obey him in future. 

upon their beds, i. e. in the 

^ Al * 

night-season, when their anxiety pre- 
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For the sake of corn and new wine they assemble; 

They rebel against me. 

15 Though I instructed them, and strengthened their arms, 
Yet they devised evil against me. 

16 They may turn, but it is not to the Most High; 

They are like a deceitful bow; 

Their rulers shall fall by the sword, 


vented them from sleeping. Jrnisiv, 
the LXX. reading mniarn, render Kare- 
Tcfivovro, they cut themselves, supposing 
that in token of grief, or like the mad¬ 
dened priests of Haul, 1 Kings xviii. 28, 
they inflicted wounds upon their bodies. 
This is also t in all probabjlity^hat the Syr. 

V 

translator intended by a i A 

But though !H-narv> is found in 'six 
MSS. has been in ciglit more originally, 
and is the reading of two early editions, 
one of which is the Soncin. of 1486, it 
is not sufficiently supported to warrant 
its adoption into the text. The Targ. 
Abul-walid, Jarchi, Abenezra, Kimehi, 
Munster, Piscator, Leo Juda, Junius, 
Tremellius, Boothrovd, Iicscnm tiller, 
Maurer, and Gescnius, support the text¬ 
ual reading, and render congregate. This 
decidedly agrees better with the follow¬ 
ing -a Instead of returning to 

Jehovah, the Israelites assembled before 
their idols to propitiate them by sacri¬ 
fices, in order to obtain a fruitful harvest. 
Lee renders, they become withdrawn, 
withdraw themselves , i. c. for idolatrous 
purposes. To mark more strongly the 
atrociousness of their apostasy, against 
me,” is employed, instead of “from 
me,” the preposition that otherwise fol¬ 
lows which is frequently used of 
apostasy from God to idolatrous practices. 
The whole phrase is in this ease best ren¬ 
dered by rebel against , as in our common 
version. 


15. does not signify to bind , but 
to chastise or instruct . The LXX. in¬ 
stead of rendering the last words of the 
preceding verse, have hratfavfrqo-ar. Po- 


cocke’s Arab. MSS. 


OOiM litj. Those 


■whose character is here described, had 
been instructed not only by words, but 


also in a more severe manner, by the 
judgments which had been inflicted upon 
them; but that the former kind of in¬ 
struction is meant, seems clear from the 
phrase yint pin, t0 strengthen the arm , 

i. e. to impart strength or power for the 
performance of any undertaking. Comp. 
Ezek. xxx. 24, 25, where both the im¬ 
portation and the deprivation of such 
power are mentioned. What the yn, evil , 
or wickedness was, which they cogitated, 
is not specified; but it most likely con¬ 
sisted in some new idolatrous alliance, 
such as that with Egypt, referred to in 
the next verse. LXX. irovijpa ; Targ. 
"ST3, evil things. 

* 16. Vy nV ^“ convcrtunt sc ad non- 

v 1 

summum, i. e. ad non-deum, collect, non- 
dcos, i. e. ad dcos fictos, vanos.” Maurer. 
Thus also Gesen. in voc. Vv. Comp, for 
the use of this idiom, Is. x. 15, note. 
Ilosea, who is fond of brevity, uses here 
and chap. xi. 7, Vy* instead of the longer 
form -,vVy, Most High . Kametz is used 
instead of Pattaeh, on account of the 

accent. Arab. altus, excelsus fuit , 

to be high in dignity. o>itus % 

Poeocke’s Arab. MS. in chap. xi. 7, 

; Syr.) / t» , God; one of 

i)c Iiossi’s MSS. Vs. What the apos¬ 
tate Israelites worshipped, so far from 
being the Most High, was the direct 
opposite — wood or stone, the produce of 
the earth. The LXX. a.v((TTpd<pT]<rav 

(Is ov&tv, and Syr. )] VL. n o con S\ 

m. w 

y t Cn to the 6ame effect, though giving 

the sense rather than an exact translation. 
The Latin translation of the Syr. nulla 
de causa , is quite erroneous. Most mod¬ 
ems, less aptly, take Vy in its adverbial 
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On account of the insolence of their language: 
This shall be their derision in the land of Egypt. 


acceptation, and render, they return not 

upicard-s ; which yields, however, nearly 

the same meaning. Thus Rosenmiiller, 

Winer, Manger, Stuck, and others. New- 

come’s conjectural emendation, Vs ^ n'H 

that which cannot profit, has not been 

approved; while the translation of Dathe, 

Pamitentiam agunt , sed ?wn sinceram, 

though approved by Kuinoel, Tingstadius, 

and others, is not borne out by Hebrew 

usage, jr»»i some render a slack 

boic, supposing that its inutility, owing to 

the absence of elasticity, is what is in- 

* 

tended; but false or deceitful better suits 
the connection, and Ps. lxxviii. 57 ; and 
the reference is to something faulty in 
the construction of the bow, which causes 
it to shoot or throw out the arrow wide 

of the mark. Root n»i, Arab. — 
jecit, projecit ; to throw, shoot, etc. There 


seems no ground for the opinion of Ge- 
senius, that the phrase is used poetically 
for treacherous bowmen, who feign tight 
in order to deceive. The Israelites hypo¬ 
critically pretended to turn to Jehovah, 
but their actions took a different direction. 
Corap. TtyKi V, a deceitful tongue , 
Ps. cxx. 2, 3. The insolence (Aq. and 
Symm. ly$pifjir)<nv,) of their language 
doubtless consisted in their proud boast 
of Egypt as a source of protection from 
the Assyrian invasion, which God was 
about to bring upon them, fcijr V, their 
derision , i. e. the subject of derision to 
the Egyptians, to whom they should in 
vain apply for help. Comp. 2 Kings 
xvii. 4; Is. xxx. 1-7, though the latter 
passage is immediately directed against 
a contemporaneous application on the 
part of the Jews. 


CHAPTER YIII. 


The prophet announces the sudden irruption of the Assyrians, 1; by whom the Israelites 
were to be punished, on account of their hypocrisy and apostasy, 2, 3; their illegitimate 
government, and their idolatry, 4. lie then exposes the folly of their idolatrous confi¬ 
dence, and predicts their captivity, 5-10; remonstrates with them for their devotion to 
the worship of idols, in opposition to the express and numerous prohibitions of the evil 
contained in the divine law, 11,12; aDd insists that their pretended service of Jehovah, 
while in reality they forgot him, so far from being of any avail to them, would only bring 
destruction upon them, 13,14. 


1 Put the trumpet to thy mouth; 

“Like an eagle against the house of Jehovah;” 

1 • It is not unusual for the prophets indicate the suddenness of the threatened 
without naming the invading foe, to invasion. palate, is here, as Job 

announce his approach. See Is. xiii. 2. xxxi. 30, Prov. viii. 7, put for the mouth. 
The words is® to thy palate Comp. chap. v. 8. The LXX. (ds h6 \- 

the trumpet l are singularly abrupt, and ir qv aina>v 9 £>s yrj) appear to have read 



44 


HOSEA. 


Chap. VIII. 


For they have transgressed ray covenant, 
They have rebelled against my law. 

2 They may cry to me: “ O ray God; 

We — Israel — acknowledge thee.” 

3 Israel hath rejected what is good; 

The enemy shall pursue him. 

4 They made kings, but it was not from me; 


Cph Vs, which makes no sense. 
The following words r.irp Vj> 


which contain the announcement, are 
equally abrupt. The point of compari¬ 
son is the rapidity of flight for which the 
eagle is celebrated, and which is fre¬ 
quently employed to denote the speedy 
approach of an enemy. Comp. Dcut. 
xxviii. 49 ; Jcr. iv. 13, xlviii. 40; Lam. 
iv. 19. nirr IV3, the house of Jehovah, 
cannot here mean the temple at Jerusa¬ 
lem, which is otherwise so designated, 
since the threatenings are specially de¬ 
nounced against the kingdom of the ten 
tribes. It must, therefore, be taken to 
denote the people of Israel, the whole 
nation viewed as the family or church of 
God. Comp. chap. ix. 15 ; Numb. xii. 
7; Heb. iii. 2; just as the Christian 
church is called the house of God. 1 Tim. 
iii. 15, and of Christ, Heb. iii. 6, For 
•'ivnn comp. chap. vi. 7. The 

nominative to :nn3> they have trans¬ 
gressed, is rnn 1 '. IT'S, the family, i. e. 
the members of the church, of Jehovah. 
The Israelites had violated the obligations 
of the theocracy, jvna and min are 
synonymous. 

2. ripyn is the future used potentially 
and not "with irony. ■‘n’Vfc, “ 0 my God,” 


is construed as a distributive with the 
plural verb — each of the persons spoken 
of being regarded as using the language. 
Inattention to this has led the Syrian 

V V 

translator to render, t *i ^ 0 our God. 

\ 0 

Vki'0% Israel , is in apposition with 

we acknowledge thee , and not 
the nominative to npyp, from which it is 

I T ^ • 

too far removed. It is entirely omitted 
in the LXX. Syr. and Arab, os it is in 
one of Kennicott’s MSS., and originally 
in one of De Rossi’s Vtn'®* 4 ^nVs, 0 God 


of Israel, the conjecture of Houbigant, is 
unnecessary. The present position of the 
word is more in keeping with the style 
of Ilosea, and the use of it well agrees 
with the vain confidence which the 'un¬ 
believing Israelites were ever prone to 
place in their relation to the patriarchs. 

3. j-ijt, Arab. e>. co) m ruptum fuit 

etfaetuit, to be corrupt , loathsome , and to 
reject as sueh. To treat as loathsome 
what was truly excellent, s.uch as the 
worship of God and the practice of re-< 
ligion, argued an awfully depraved state 
of moral feeling. The use of Vsn'c 1 ', 
Israel , finely contrasts with that made 
of it in the preceding verse. good, 

is, by Jerome, Abenczra, Kimehi, and 
others, taken for God himself, who is 
described as nits, good and doing 

good, Ps. cxix. 68. Dcum summum 
bonum , (Ecolampadius. It seems, how¬ 
ever, to be used in a more general accep¬ 
tation. Before n* St* there is an ellipsis 
of the illative *^V. Forty-seven of De 
Rossi’s MSS. and two more by correc¬ 
tion ; eight of the most ancient, and 
sixty-two other editions; the Syr. Yulg. 
and Targ. read iBn-i instead of 

■if i k B 

exhibited in the Textus Reccptus. See 
De Rossi’s Scholia Critica. 

4. Some think the kings and princes 
here referred to were Shallum, Mcnahcm, 
Pekahiah, Pekah, Hoshea, and such of 
their partisans as were invested with au¬ 
thority ; but from the allusions made in 
the following verses to the origination of 
image "worship in Israel, it is more prob¬ 
able that the entire scries of Israclitish 
kings and rulers is intended. Though in 
the providence of God, and agreeable to 
the declaration of Ahiah the prophet, 
the ten tribes revolted from the house of 
David, and set up a separate and inde- 
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They set up princes, but I acknowledge them not: 

Of their silver and their gold they have made for themselves idols, 
In order that they may be cut off. 

5 Thy calf, O Samaria! is abominable; 

Mine anger burneth against them: 

How long shall they be incapable of purity? 

6 For it came from Israel, 


pendent kingdom, yet they ■were actuated 
merely by rebellious motives, and had no 
regard to a divine sanction, I Kings xi. 
31-39, xii. 20. 3 ?*^, signifies not only 

to know, but also to approve of that 
which is known, regard, allow , oicn. 
Job. Lx. 21, xxxiv. 4 ; Ps. i. 6, ct freq . 

.. o 

LXX. koI ouk ^yvwplaav poi. Svt. Ijo 

y 

, . I n V and did not acquaint me, i. e. 

held no communications with me upon 
the subject. The Heb. however, will not 
bear this interpretation, i in both eases 
before nV, has the force of a relative, 
which must either be adopted in transla¬ 
tion, or the personal pronoun must be 
supplied. For their conversion of their 
silver and gold into idols, comp. chap, 
ii. 8. docs not appear ever to 

be taken in a retrospective sense, and 
eo to be referred to what goes before, but 
is always used with direct reference to 

m 

what follows, r-?- -.yicV is, therefore, 
to be rendered, in order that they may be 
cut off l not so that they shall, etc. Comp. 
Jer. vii. 10, xliv. 8. In all such cases 
the preposition is employed to give pecu¬ 
liar emphasis to the subject. The Israel¬ 
ites could not seriously, or in reality, have 
intended their own destruction, but they 
acted as if they had; and it would as- 
. overtake them. The nominative 
to n 2 ^ may cither be Israel, understood; 

or it may have respect to the people col¬ 
lectively. 

5. The calf of Samaria was not any 
set up in that city, but that set up at 
Bethel with another at Dan, or both, if 
we take the noun as a collective, which 
its inhabitants, and those of the country 
generally, worshipped. The metropolis 
appears to be used here by synecdoche for 
the whole land occupied by the ten tribes; 


but, at the same time, there can be little 
doubt that its inhabitants were pre-emi¬ 
nent in their devotion to idolatry. h:r, 
is used in its primary acceptation, to be 
loathsome, abominable . Sec on ver. 3. 
Such construction is preferable to that 

which would make 'nV;«y the accusative 

*1 

to Fi:t, assuming rrin*'' understood to be 

the nominative, or that in our common 
version, which makes it the nominative, 
and Samaria in its pronominal reference 
the accusative. The introduction of the 
worship of the golden calves by Jeroboam, 
in imitation of Apis, at Memphis, and 
Mncvis, at Heliopolis, which he must 
have seen during his residence in Egypt, 
paved the way for the imitation and 
adoption of the gloss idolatries practised 
by the Phoenicians, Syrians, and Chal¬ 
deans. rirP “S the anger of Je¬ 

hovah burneth, is an anthropopathic mode 
of expression of frequent occurrence in 
the Hebrew Scriptures, denoting the un¬ 
conquerable opposition of God to all moral 
evil, and the severity of the punishment 
with which it is visited. C2, against 
them, i. e. the Israelites who worshipped 
the golden calves. ^2^ ^ 

how long shall they be incapable of 
purity ? i. e. how long shall they be ob¬ 
stinately attached to the impure service 
of idols, and reject the means by which 
they might be recovered from its stain 
and punishment. 

6. The golden calf had its origin in Israel: 
it was not made by any of the surround¬ 
ing idolaters. The i ins^r.i is emphatic. 
— ^ shall be or become fames , 

v \ • * • ; t # * 

i. e. shall be burnt. t“ 22 *:j is a Hira^ 
\cy. and has no root in Ileb.; but comp. 

the Arab acccndit ignem, ijuuA 

* » 4 ** • » 

ardor, flamma. As the calf was made 
by man, so it should by man be converted 
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The carpenter made it; 

It is not God: 

Surely the calf of Samaria shall become dames* 

7 Because they have sown wind, 

They shall reap the whirlwind. 

They shall have no stalk; 

The growth shall produce no grain; 

Should it peradventure produce it, 

Strangers shall swallow it up. 

8 Israel is swallowed up; 

They are now among the nations, 

Like a vessel in which is no delight. 

9 For they went up to Assyria, 

Like a solitary wild ass: 

Ephraim hath given the hire of love. 


into fuel for the flames. It consisted, in but is here employed with singular pro- 
all probability, of wood, thickly overlaid priety of the Israelites going to Assyria, 
'with gold. When taken as a present to to intimate their depressed condition, and 
the king of Assyria, (see chap. x. 6,) in- their acknowledgment of the superiority 
stead of being worshipped or held in of the Assyrian power. The reference is 
respect, it would be stripped of the gold, not to their going into captivity, but to 
and consigned to the flames. The LXX. the embassy which they sent for the pur- 
followed by the Arab. Horsley, and New- pose of obtaining aid from that quarter, 
combe, improperly translate *3 Vs/TJPtt, riV.sc< stands for rn Vsn, the n of direction 

in Israel t being omitted. The point of comparison 
, in the 44 wild ass ” is his un tract ableness, 

and join the words to those of thepreced- ftT iH hie disposition to take his own way, 




mg verse. 

7. nnEno is the emphatic form of 
nEno, a tornado , whirlwind. Leo Juda, 
magnum turbinem . Comp. nriW'N. Exod. 

xv. 16 ; nriarM??, Pa. iii. 3. The nomina- 
tive to is understood; but it 

m •• T ; • 

is best to take it collectively, in harmony 
with the plural of the preceding verbs. 
Observe the paronomasia in ■'Vs nas 
nr jn. The Israelites should be 
unsuccessful in all their undertakings; 
and whatever partial gains they might 
acquire, would be eagerly seized by the 


in consequence of which he forsakes the 
society of others, and loves the solitari¬ 
ness of the desert. See Job xxxix. 5-8. 
Thus it was with Israel. Despite of all 

the councils and warnings given them 
by the prophets, they persisted in enter¬ 
ing into foreign alliances, ran, to give 
presents , hire , etc. is purposely chosen, to 
convey the idea of a violation of the 
marriage contract by unlawful commerce 
with another party — the derivatives 
and nsrit*, properly denoting a gift 
or reward given to a whore. See on 


Assyrians. 

8. What Hosea had just foretold is 
here realized in prophetic vision. He 
sees them in a Btate of exile — the objects 
of contempt to their oppressors. Comp. 
Jer. xxii. 28. 

9, 10. hVt, to go up, is elsewhere used 
of foreigners coining to the land of Israel; 


chap. ii. 12. The aggravation of the 
evil is signified by representing the female 
as offering these rewards to her paramours 
to induce them to commit lewdness, in¬ 
stead of her being prevailed upon by 
presents made by them. Comp. Ezek. 
xvi. 33, 34. Though in Hiphil, the 
verb has here the same signification as in 
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10 Yet though they have hired among the nations, 

I will now gather them; 

And they shall suffer in a little 

By reason of the tribute of the king of princes. 

11 When Ephraim multiplied altars to sin, 


Kal. C'ln S, lit. loves, a plural not in 
use in English. Jerome, who renders, 
nutnera dcdcrunt amatoribus, either read 
which is found in one of De 
Rossi's" MSS., or he took c:r ; s in a 
concrete sense, as our translators appear 
to have done, for which there is no neces¬ 
sity. Instead of mp at the beginning 
of ver. 10, two of Dc Rossi’s MSS. the 
LXX. Syr. Yulg. Targ. and Arab, read 
!}:n', as if from ^P3 ; according to which, 
the Israelites are represented as delivered 
over to , or placed in the power of the 
nations. The fifth Greek version, how¬ 
ever, has aAAa *ai bray pia&dxnjTat e&rrj, 
which is preferable, as it is most likely 
that the prophet repeated the verb he had 
just used, and as the other rendering is 
less suited to the connection, ppp, now, 
i. e. shortly. Comp. immediately 
after. The suffix in s, “ I will 

collect them” belongs to f the na¬ 
tions, and not to the nominative to *:r", 

i 

or the Israelites. is used in Pitl in 

a bad as well as in a good sense. Comp. 
Ezek. xvi. 37. Thus Kimchi and Abar- 
banel. Instead of affording any assistance, 
the Assyrians would be collected against 
the apostate Israelites, invade their land, 
and carry them into captivity. Into that 
state of suffering, imposed upon them by 
the king of Assyria, they were shortly 
to be brought, as a punishment for their 
idolatrous desertion of the true worship 
of God. C'nr 

• T ‘ > V T - • T , — 

has been variously interpreted. Gesenius 
renders, “ and they (the hostile nations,) 
shall presently set them free from the 
burden of the king, i. e. from his oppres¬ 
sive yoke; ” but without any suitable sense 
— the whole passage being of a commin- 
atory nature, and not promissory of good, 
Vn -, the Hiph. of VVn» has nowhere 
the signification of loosing or setting free. 
Nor is there any propriety in taking it in 
the usual sense of beginning , and so con¬ 


struing it with t 3 » 3 , as if the latter word 

W ^ « 

were the infinitive of the verb t:y%, to 
be diminished . The ancient versions refer 
to bshi* as the root, in the sense of wait¬ 
ing, desisting from , etc. LXX. woira- 
t Tovot. Symm. pierovcriv. Thcod. fiia- 

> 

\etyou<ri. Syr. ^ ^A J Yulg. quies- 




cent. And in this reference I concur, 
especially as ten MSS. and forty-four 
editions, read without the Dagcsh 

■ * r — 

in the Lamed; only I would abide by the 
signification, to be in pain, affliction, 
which is that given to the verb in our 
common version. Such construction alone 
suits the connection. By some U'f'V 
are considered to be an instance of 
asyndeton; and twenty-one MSS, and 
originally ten more, the LXX. Aq. Syr. 
Yulg. Targ. and Talm. Babl. supply the 
copulative i before cnt. So ICimehi, 
Mercer, Piscator. Grotius, Iloubigant, 
Lathe, Michaclis, Kuinocl, Ncwcome, 
Tingstadius. It has been doubted, how¬ 
ever, whether, according to this resolution 
of the word, thev should be referred to 
the native king and princes, or to those of 
Assyria. Some, n9 Maurer, take them 
to be the nominative to and make 

•• i — 

the sense end with Nbfc, the burden or 
tribute, supposing the heavy taxes imposed 
by the Israclitish rulers to be intended. 
The best sense is brought out by reading 
fib in construction, the king of 

■ I ■ ■ m 

princes, and applying the phrase to the 
king of Assyria, who had many kings 
and princes subject to his sway. Comp. 
Is. x. 8. Thus roeocke’s Arabic MS., 
Leo Juda, Drusius, Jun. and Tremcl., 
Piscator, Eichhom, Bocckel, Goldwitzcr, 
llitzig, and Ewald. The Nb», burden , 
was the tribute exacted by Mcnahcm, 
and paid to Tul, amounting to a thousand 
talents of silver, 2 Kings xv. 10-22. Comp* 
"PP* tribute money, 2 Chron. xvii. 11. 

11. By multiplying altars, in opposi- 
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They became to him altars to sin, 

12 I may prescribe for him the numerous things of my law 1 , 

They arc treated as a strange thing. 

13 As for my sacrificial offerings, 

They sacrifice flesh and cat it; 

Jehovah accepteth them not: 

lie will speedily remember their iniquity, 

And will punish their sin: 

They shall return to Egypt. 


tion to the express prohibition. Deut. xii. 
13, 14, the Ephmimitcs not only con¬ 
tracted great guilt, but paved the way 
for the introduction of other sins. Syr. 


n o 


ad crimen ingens. 

There is an easy but beautiful variation 
in the repetition of the words. As used 
the second time, si: r possesses consider¬ 
able emphasis. Comp, for a similar in¬ 
stance of varied repetition, Is. xxvii, 5. 
It shows how much the mind of the 
prophet was affected by the wickedness 
of his people. Some suppose that there 
is a play upon the double meaning of 
ndr os signifying to sin , and to be pun¬ 
ished for sin, just as our Lord uses vcicpoi 
in two senses, Matt. viii. 22 ; but the 
second signification cannot attach to the 
verb in tins connection. 

12. 2*1 res, Ivcri ares, is eontinuative 

^ : v i v 

and potential, and is equivalent to, I have 
prescribed, I still prescribe by my proph¬ 
ets, and I may go on prescribing ; it will 
be of no avail. Kcri "» 2 -\ in many MSS. 

the plural of 2 r, which is properly 
the infinitive of 22 r , to be great, numer¬ 
ous, etc. Here the idea of number is 
evidently designed to express the abun¬ 
dant provisions God had made in his 
written law, and its enforcement by the 
prophets, against the commission of idol¬ 
atry. According to the Chcthiv ^ 2 r, 
we should render, “ I may prescribe to 
him my laws by myriads ; ” Ewald, by 
thousands; ” Hitzdg, by ten thousands, 


► •• > P > 

The Syr. |f n m 


Targ. 


r'S'iO. Vulg. multiplies leges 
mens. Pococke's Arab. MS, 



Aq. ic\r}&vp£vovs vdpovs. 

bymm. nKijibos v6p<av pov. Q" £ h, statutes, 
are understood, nr R signifies not only to 
think , regard, etc., but also to treat in a 
manner corresponding to the estimation 
in which a person or thing is held. Tan- 

chum,^ jJt t-Ovi-ILf 


they reject them like a 

strange thing to ichich no regard is paid. 

13. ^2R-R *R2T form the nominative 
^ ^ — ■' ■ | 

absolute, “nmn wy gifts, or offerings, 
i. c. such as they professedly offer to me. 
The word is contracted for *2R2R , > and 
is derived from 2R^, to give. It seems 
preferable to abide by this usual signifi¬ 
cation of the verb, which it has likewise 
in Aramaic, Arabic, and Ethiopic, than 
to follow Kimchi, who refers the noun 
to a root 2R2R, to which he assigns the 
signification to burn, scorch, roast; or 
Ewald, who, appealing to the Chald. 


2Rnn, and the Arab. and ^ a 

renders, raw offerings. *D“ 2 n is a more 
choice term for or For 


l • i 

the reduplicate form, comp. WmSHS , 
chap. iv. 18 ; -which word the LXX. 
Syr. and Tnrg. appear to have followed 
in this place; of which Hitzig seems to 
approve. Aq., observant of the gemina¬ 
tion, renders, bvolas <t>fpf <p*pt ibvotafauo'iv. 
Symm. ^iraAAtjAouy. Thcod. bvalav 

pfra<j>opuv t&v<r(a<TaV' Jehovah rejected 
the sacrifices that were offered, not ac¬ 
cording to his own appointment, but to 
gratify' the carnal appetite of the wor¬ 
shippers. Reference is had to the sacri¬ 
fices offered to him, as represented by 
the golden calf. In 02 r kV is a meiosis. 
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14 Because Israel hath forgotten his Maker, and built temples, 
And Judah hath multiplied fortified cities; 

Therefore will I send a fire into his cities; 

And it shall consume the palaces of each. 

nP?, now, is here used in the sense of the apodosis. The were 

speedily, shortly . From the references doubtless idolatrous temples erected after 
made chap. ix. 3, 6, xi. 11, it is clear the models of those in use among the 
that the last clause of the verse predicts Syrians and Phoenicians. See, for the 
the actual return of a number of the word, my note on Is. vi. 1. Though 
Israelites to Egypt, whither, in all prob- idolatry had not made the same progress 
ability, they fled when the kingdom was in Judah, the inhabitants nevertheless 
broken up by the Assyrians. The threat- evinced a want of confidence in Jehovah 
ening pointedly reminded them of the by fortifying a number of cities, to which 
depressed condition in which their ances- they trusted for defence. The masculine 
tors had been in that country. Comp, suffix in vny a refers to Judah; the fem- 
Deut. xxviii. 68. The LXX. add, not inine in rPFiattis to each of the eities, 

•f *• > • * 

eV ’Acrcruplois aKa&apra <pdyovrai ; but the taken singly. Ewald strangely asserts, 
words arc wanting in the Aldinc edition, that the words of this verse appear to 
and in seven MSS. They have evidently have been inserted from some book of 
found their way into the text from chap. Amos no longer in existence! Compare, 
ix. 3, where they stand in aocordanee however, for the latter distich, Jcr. xlix. 
with the reading of all the Heb. MSS. 27 ; Amos i. 4, 7, 10, 12, 14, iL 2, 5 ; 

14. i in marks the protasis; in and see note on Amos i. 4. 


CHAPTER IX. 

The prophet checks the propensity of the Israelites to indulge in excessive joy on account of 
any partial relief from their troubles, 1; predicts the failure of (he crops, etc. in consequence 
of the Assyrian invasion, 2; their removal to Egypt and Assyria, where they should have 
no opportunity, even if they were inclined, to serve Jehovah according to their ancient 
ritual, 3-5; and the hopelessness of their returning to enjoy the property they had left be- 
hind, 6. He then announces the certain infliction of the divine judgments, and points 
out the true character of the false prophets, by whom the people had been led astray to 
their ruin, 7, 8. Illustrative references are next made to the early history of the Hebrew 
nation, accompanied with appropriate comminationa couched in varied forms, in order to 
render them more affecting, 9-17. 


1 Caiiry not thy joy, 0 , Israel! to exultation, like the nations, 

1* lit. rejoice not Vulg. read Vfc exult not; but con- 

to exultation . The LXX. Syr. Targ. and trary to the usus loquendi , which requires 
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For thou hast lewdly departed from thy God; 
Thou hast loved the hire, 

On all the corn floors. 

2 Neither the floor nor the vat shall nourish them; 
And the new wine shall fail therein. 

3 They shall not dwell in the land of Jehovah, 

But Ephraim shall return to Egypt, 

And in Assyria, they shall eat what is unclean. 


the verb following Vx to be in the future 
tense, as Seeker properly observes. Some 
find in the comparison “ like the nations," 
an, imitation of their idolatrous festivi¬ 
ties ; but the language is rather predictive 
of the joyless condition to which the Is¬ 
raelites were to be reduced. While those 
by whom they were surrounded and 
especially their Assyrian invaders, should 
indulgcin unrestrained mirth, they should 
experience affliction and sorrow. There 
is most probably a reference to the joy 
occasioned by the league entered into 
with Pul, by which peace seemed to be 
secured. Their joy was to be of short 
duration, and therefore required to be 
moderate. Instead of t'KrD, thirteen 
MSS., originally five more, one by cor¬ 
rection, and five editions, read 
u among the nations,” of which Rosen- 
miillcr, following Abarbar.el, approves. 
The prophet adds the reason why they 
should have no cause for exultation — 
their abounding idolatries, by which they 
incurred the judgments of God. These 
idolatries they carried to such a pitch, 
that they erected shrines at their thresh¬ 
ing floors, in order to offer at them the 
oblations of their grain. The crops were 
considered to have been bestowed by the 
idols in compensation for the worship 
rendered to them, (sec chap. ii. 5, 12, 13;) 
and are therefore spoken of as a 

meretricious reward. 

2. For •s Pi 3 , in reference to the failure of 

*■ i 

the productions of the earth, 6ee I lab. iii. 
17. The verb properly signifies to lie, de¬ 
ceive, etc.; figuratively, to fail. Twenty- 
six MSS., originally sixteen more, and 
perhaps two, three editions, with the 
support of the LXX. Syr. Targ. and 
Vulg. read C2, in them , i. e. them, the 
Israelites, instead of in a, in her , the re¬ 


ceived reading. It is, however, too plainly 
an emendation to entitle it to adoption. 
Nothing is more common than for our 
prophets to use first a plural, and then a 
singular suffix of the same subject r ac¬ 
cording to the rule laid down by Tan- 
chum, that when in a continued discourse 
a nation or people is spoken of, cither in 
the feminine affix agreeing with con¬ 

gregation, or the masculine agreeing with 
ty, people, may be used; as also, that 
the singular may be used of them, viewed 
as a body, and the plural, when they are 
regarded as consisting of distinct individ¬ 
uals. See in Pococke. At the same 
time it is better in a translation to render 
them alike, as in the ancient versions just 
quoted. 

3. Canaan was called the 

T ; I v 

land of Jehovah , because he had appro¬ 
priated it for an inheritance to those whom 
he had chosen to be his peculiar people. 
It was his gift to Abraham and his pos¬ 
terity, to be enjoyed by them on condition 
of their fidelity in his service. For this 
end he attached to it his special blessing, 
Deut. xi. 10-12. Comp. Jcr. ii. 7, xvi. 
18; Ezck, xxxvi. 20. The return to 
Egypt being here mentioned in connec¬ 
tion with an exile in Assyria, proves that 
it is to be taken literally, and that it is 
not designed to express a servitude similar 
to that of Egypt. See on chap. viii. 13. 
The fulfilment of this prediction in the 
history of the ten tribes, is nowhere 
mentioned in Scripture. No doubt the 
number that fled to Egypt was small, 
compared with the body of the nation 
carried into the Assyrian exile. Bv 
is meant prohibited food, meats pro¬ 
nounced unclean by the Mosaic law. 
Comp. Ezck. iv. 13. To such necessity 
should they be reduced as captives. 
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4 They shall not pour out wine to Jehovah, 

Neither shall their sacrifices please him; 

They shall be to them as the bread of mourners, 

All that eat thereof shall be unclean : 

For their bread shall be for themselves; 

It shall not come unto the house of Jehovah. 

5 What will ye do on the day of assembly ? 

On the day of Jehovah’s festival? 

6 For, behold! they go away from destruction, 

But Egypt shall gather them, Memphis shall bury them ; 

As for their coveted treasuries of money, nettles shall possess them: 
Thorns shall be in their tents. 


4. 3 is used of the pouring out of 

vine for a libation, Gr. tnrcVdets'. Exod. 
xxx. 9. n-r, properly to mix, mingle, 
came to signify, sweet, agreeable, pleasing, 
from the circumstance, that what was 
pleasant to the taste, often consisted of 
mixed ingredients. CnV, bread, 

or food of sorrows, i. c. such as was eaten 
by mourners for the dead, and conse¬ 
quently regarded as unclean, on account 
of the contact in which they were sup¬ 
posed to come with the dead body. See 
Numb. xix. 14, 15, 22 ; Jcr. xvi. 7, 8 ; 
Ezek. xxiv. 17; Hagg. ii. 12 , 13. In¬ 
stead of feasting upon the sacrifices as 
their fathers had been accustomed to do, 
when they slew’ them according to the 
law, -which was always an occasion of 
joy, they should be placed in circum¬ 
stances in which no such sacrifices could 
be offered, and no such feasts enjoyed. 
Their food should all be common — 
CyiA, for their soul, or life, i. e. merely 
for its sustenance; not fit to be presented 

to the Lord. Thus Schmidius, Grotius, 
and others. 

5. In captivity they would find it im¬ 
possible to observe their solemn feasts — 
a great aggravation of their punishment. 
Comp. chap. ii. 11 . The exposition of 
Jarchi, Abenczra, Kimehi, Mercer, Capito, 
and others, according to which, the day 
of punishment, represented under the 

idea of sacrifice, is meant, cannot be sus¬ 
tained. 

6 . The prophet here specially describes 
those Israelites who should take alarm at 
the invasion, of the country by the As¬ 


syrians, and flee for safety into Egypt. 
They imagined that their stay there would 
only be temporary ; but it is predicted 
that they should no more return to their 
possessions, and be buried in their fathers’ 
sepulchres, but should die in the land, 
and have their interment among the 
mummies of Egypt. For Memphis as 
the great necropolis of that country, see 
my note on Isaiah xix, 13. yrj:, to 
gather , is here used in reference to the 
removal of the soul at death, into the 
world of spirits, and is equivalent to 
Numb. xx. 26, or the full phrases 

res:, and ’rrnnx“Vs fc;es:, to 

- V 1 -r V 

be gathered to one's people or fathers, 
which is always spoken of as something 
different from death and burial. Comp. 
Jcr. viii. 2 ; Ezek. xxix. 5, in which latter 
passage e,CN» and are used as syn- 
onymes. According to the signification 

of the cognate Arab. verb. ( jA ± V cepit, 

apprehend'd manu rem, it conveys the 
idea of God’s taking away the soul. 

Hence the phrase aJU! n^iiV mortuus 

• ^ 

est, literally, God took him ; and ( jA a V 

simply, mortuus est (ad Dei miscricordiam 
dclatus). Frcytag. When it is said that 
Egypt should gather and Memphis bury 
the Israclitish fugitives, the meaning is 
that they should be removed out of this 
world, and that their bodies should be 
buried there. The personification is em¬ 
ployed, as usual, for the sake of effect. 

desire, covetousness ; that W’hich 
is the object of desire, what is covetable, 
coveted , from. to desire, covet . As 

T “I 



52 


II 0 S E A. 


Chap. IX. 


V The days of punishment are come, 

The days of retribution are come; 

Israel shall know it: 

The prophet is foolish, 

The man of the spirit is frantic, 

Because of the greatness of thy punishment, 
And because the provocation is great. 


the verb ct*i*'* has a plural suffix, this 

)■ r ■ ■ 

noun is here to be taken as a collective, 
and rendered in the plural. The idea of 
treasury is supplied by the connection. 
£|C 3 is used generally of money, os in most 
other places, when ant» gold, is not com¬ 
bined with it. Targ. VinS-03 r^S, 

the house of their desirable money. Symrn. 
ra lir&vprfyiaTa 'rod ipyvplov avrd>y. 
Others, less aptly, explain the words of 
houses, palaces, etc. adorned with silver. 
On leaving those treasures which they 
could not carry with them, the Israelites 
would naturally bury them in the earth, 
which accounts for the verv significant 
phrase, u the nettles shall inherit them." 
For the combination sriK’p or and 

pin, comp. Is. xxxiv, 13. The whole 
verse is miserably translated by the LXX. 

7. nnp E, visitation, punishment. Comp. 
Is. x. 3 ; ‘ L Pet. ii. 12 . ?y*r% shall know 

* ■ ft 

experimentally. By the toz: is obviously 
to be understood in this place, the false 
prophet or prophets by whom the people 
of the ten tribes were seduced from the 
right worship of Jehovah, who taught 
them to worship the golden calves, and 
otherwise encouraged them in their idol¬ 
atrous practices. Thus Pococke’s Arab. 

MS. 5 yjf) & he that pretends 

to prophesy; and Ivimehi, -p*,y 
lying prophets. With this, the phrase 

the man of the spirit , is syn¬ 
onymous ; one pretending to inspiration, 
or professing to deliver oracles under the 
influence of a divine efflatus. LXX. 


awptinror 6 in/cufxaTo<popos* Syr, j 

.«►. m.O 7 * v>’ 

01-0 I 4 i nN? the man that is 


clothed , or endued with the spirit, on 
adding by way of explanation, but c 

roneously.f^^,^, of folly. Coit 


Mic. ii. 11 . TjVh 'c ; 1 Cor. xiv. 37. 

cJf Tty 5o/ff7 TTpo<pi}TT}s eivai r) irvfjpaTiKus ; 

2 Pet. i. 2 1, inrb Trvcvfiaros aylou <pep6p.cyoi ; 
and see my Lectures on Divine Inspira¬ 
tion, p. 25. insane, frantic; Arab. 

^ 5 

yu locutus fuit rhythmicc, to speak 



in an impassioned manner, like an in¬ 
spired poet; hence, from the violence of 
the gesticulations, tones, etc., to act like 
a madman, to be mad, insane. Comp. 
Jer. xxix. 20, where yarw ■i'N and 
are synonymous. Ihe meaning 


is, that the pretenders to inspiration, by 
whose false predictions of uninterrupted 
prosperity the people had been deluded, 
should be convicted of folly, and reduced 
to a state of absolute frenzy by the inflic¬ 
tion of the divine judgments upon the 
nation. Ilosca introduces this declaration 
respecting the Israclitish prophets paren¬ 
thetically, thereby giving lorce to his 
own prediction of impending calamity. 
The affix in ^r:iy refers to to 

1 : ( '• i ; ♦ 

whom the prophet turns in the way of 
direct address, "py means here, not the 
crime, but its punishment. Comp, for 
this signification of the term. Is. v. 18, 
and my note there. In rail subaud. 

* 2 , because . The adjective r 5 i, is here 
placed before its substantive for the sake 
of emphasis. See on Is. liii. 11 . From 
the use of oe’r in the sense of hating , 
evincing hostility , etc., there can be little 
doubt that the derivative r.^ 'svk, which 


occurs only in this and the following 
verse, has the signification of hostility; 
provoking conduct, provocation. That of 
snare or trap, which Gcsenius assigns to 
it, is not borne out, even by the Syriac 


h to which signifies vinxit, compe - 
divit, but not to ensnare. Comp, the 
Arab, p i t-i v . ^ acics gladii; acutiores et 
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Ephraim expecteth help from my God; 

The prophet is a fowler’s snare in all his ways: 

The cause of provocation in the house of his god. 

They have deeply corrupted themselves, 

As in the days of Gibeah; 

He will remember their iniquity, 

He will punish their sins. 

I found Israel, like grapes in the desert; 

Like the first early fruit of the fig tree, at its commencement, 


fervidiores hominum. LXX. pavla ; Aq. 
£yK<$0"7j<ns ; AAA tKaTaffis ; all of which 
convey the idea of great excitement, and 
yield support to the interpretation I have 
given. The idolatrous practices of the 
Israelites are meant, by which they pro¬ 
voked the righteous indignation of Jeho¬ 
vah. 

8. C'tes are not in construction, 
and to be 'rendered as in most versions, 
“ the watchman of Ephraim,” to justify 
which construction various modes of 
exegesis have been resorted to; among 
others that of Horsley, who would have 
the watchman to be Elijah. Nor can 
the rendering of Ewald be sustained, 
who gives the passage, Ein Spdher ist 
Ephraim gegen mein Gott. “ Ephraim 
is a spy against my God.” AY hen ns 
signifies against, it follows verbs of more 
active import. E . schaut nach Wcissa- 
gungen aus neben meinem Gott; “ Eph¬ 
raim looks for prophecies besides my 
God,” — the rendering of Ilitzig, is 
equally objectionable. I quite agree with 
Gcsenius and Lee,-in assigning to rss 
in tins place the signification of looking 
out, expecting , as in Ps. v. 4; Lam. iv. 
17, in Picl. Qy, with, is used clliptieally 
for crw, from with , i. e. from. A sim¬ 
ilar ellipsis undeniably occurs Job xxvii. 
13. Vs — Ey y 'z~\ qts - pVn nr, this is 
the portion of the wicked man from (C9, 
with,) God, as appears, not only from the 
synonymous phrase ^‘£> 2 , “from the 
Almighty,” in the corresponding hemi¬ 
stich, but from the actual use of \c,from t 
in^ the parallel passage, chap. xx. 29. 
AVhut the prophet asserts is, that the 
Ephraimitcs indulged in expectations of 
good from Jehovah, notwithstanding their 
dereliction of his worship in its pure and 


legitimate forms, and their adoption of 
the idolatrous practices of the heathen 
around them. In this they were encour¬ 
aged by the false prophets, who caught 
them by their ensnaring doctrines, as is 
declared immediately after, is 

* T i» ■ — 

here used in the same acceptation as in 
the preceding verse, only there is a me¬ 
tonymy of the effect for the cause. By 
l'n-s r*2, “the house of his god,” is 
not riicant the temple or people of the 
true God, but the temple or temples in 
which the false worship was performed, 
which the prophets here reprobated were 
specially active in promoting. 

9. ijnrvi ip'Kiyr:, an instance of the 

eonstructio asynd*. ta. The former of the 
two verbs is to be rendered adverbially. 
For its use before infinitives, see on chap, 
v. 2. Mercer, “ Quam corruptissimi 
sunt.” r .'D may either be taken in¬ 
transitively, or or 

the like, must be supplied. So great was 
the depravity" evinced by those whose 
conduct the prophet here describes, that 
it could only be paralleled by" the atroc¬ 
ity of the inhabitants of Gibeah, specified 
Judges xix. 2*2-30. 

10. Vs-'J*, Israel, here means the 

»■ 1 ; # 

ancestors of the Hebrew nation. It has 
been asked, “ IIow could God be said to 
find the Hebrews in the wilderness, since 
he conducted them into it from Egypt?” 
To remove the difficulty", some very r un¬ 
warrantably explain the wilderness of 
Egypt itself; but others connect e* 2 : :;r 
*12“1S2, like grapes in the desert, and 
explain K2>2 of finding by experience, 
trial , etc. Such they were, proved them¬ 
selves to be, in my judgment. And this 
seems to be the proper division and inter¬ 
pretation of the words At the same 
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I regarded your fathers; 

But they came to Baal-peor, 

And separated themselves to the object of shame; 
They became abominable, like the object of their love. 

11 As for Ephraim, their glory shall fly away, like a bird; 
There shall be no birth, no womb, no conception. 

12 Yea, though they should rear their children, 

I would take them away from among men; 

But woe to them! when I depart from them. 


time -ievis *,**n$a ttX'E occurs in reference 
to the same subject, Dcut. xxxii. 10, 
where the verb must be taken in the 
sense of rcachijig with sufficient aid. 

Comp, the Eth. UUtfA: venit; Arab. 

Lduo, jicrduxit, tractavit, negotium; and 

chap. xiii. 5 ; Jer, xxxi. 2. The point 
of comparison in the verse is the delight 
with which a traveller enjoys grapes found 
in a desert, in which they were unex¬ 
pected, and where they served most op¬ 
portunely to quench his thirst ; or the 
early fig, which is accounted a great del¬ 
icacy in the East. When Jehovah entered 
into covenant with the people of Israel 
at Sinai, they were regarded by him with 
delight, being free from idolatry, and 
engaging to adhere to hi$ service. Comp, 
chap. xi. 1 ; Jer. xxxi. 3. The scene, 
however, was soon changed, Tran, illi, 
these very persons. At Baal-peor, they 
proved faithless, and indulged in the very 
atrocities of which their posterity were 
guilty in the days of the prophet. For 
the transactions referred to, see Numb, 
xxv. 1-5. Priapism, which Hosca justly 
characterizes as in the highest degree 
abominable, was the worship peculiarly 
acceptable to the god of Poor. See Cal- 
met and Winer in voc.—nT 3 signifies 
to separate one's self from any person or 
thing, and also, followed by V, to separate 
or de vote one's self to some religious object. 
Hence the substantive -pta, a Nazarite , 
•"T3 consecration. r>pa is' the abstract 
for the concrete, and denotes the obscene 
or shameful idol whieh the Moabite 
worshipped. lit. abominations , 

but used here adjeetively, loathsome , 
abominable. tsriN is properly the sub¬ 
stantive, — the points being changed 


on account of the suffix, Vulg. facti sunt 
abominabiles sicut ca, qurn diiexcrunt. 
The Hebrews become as abominable as 
the impure idol whose rites they cele¬ 
brated. *pp® S'.n yip® izsij’n, he that 
serveth an abomination, is himself an 
abomination. Kim chi’s MS. note in Po- 
cocke. 

11, 12. f^EN, Ephraim, is of the 
nominative absolute, which gives promi¬ 
nence to the name, and its signification. 
As for Ephraim, (DyE>;» from ryE, to 
be fruitful Gen. xli. 52,) such may he 
his name, but, etc. nter, glory, is in 
contrast with r®2, shame, in the preced¬ 
ing verse. The lewd and idolatrous con¬ 
duct of the Israelites should meet with a 
fit retribution. Instead of having an 
increase of children, that might grow up 
and become the glory of the land, those 
who might now be accounted such should 
speedily be removed into Assyria, and 
there would be nothing but sterility to 
characterize the nation. The preposition 
> 3 , prefixed to the three last substantives, 
is privative in signification, “t: 2, womb, 
stands here for pregnancy, or for the fcctus 
in the womb. The order of the words 
presents an instance of the gTadatio in- 
versa. t ntpa, among men, as VscP tpffiK 
“thy mother shall be childless 
among women,” 1 Sam. xv. 33. Ewald 
and Hitrig translate **n3b2, when I look 
away from them, contending that we 
should read e instead of ; but no MS. 
is thus pointed, and the present punctu¬ 
ation is so far supported by the LXX. 
(tj <r<fp£ fiov, i. e Aq. Vulg. and 

Torg. Three MSS. and one edit, have 
■'nscs, to which is doubtless here 

• ; ■ v . 

equivalent. Many instances occur of 
the substitution of ® for c, and v ice versa ■ 

9 
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13 I sec Ephraim, like Tyre, planted in a pleasant place; 

But Ephraim shall bring out his children to the murderer. 
It Give them, O Jehovah! — what wilt thou give ? 

Give them a miscarrying womb, and dry breasts. 

15 All their wickedness is in Gilgal; 

Surely I have hated them there: 

On account of the wickedness of their deeds, 


I have driven them out of my 
I will love them no more: 

All their princes are rebels. 

16 Ephraim is smitten, their root 
They shall produce no fruit: 

The meaning is, when I withdraw my 
protection from them; no longer showing 
them any favor, but delivering them over 
to tlieir enemies. For the abortive at¬ 
tempt of Lyra to prove a corruption of 
the passage by the Jews, and to palm 
upon the rendering of the LXX. -fj adpt 
jj.ov ef avrwvy the doctrine of the incar¬ 
nation of the Messiah, see Pococke, 

13. After supply •'jysn, from 

the following*^:; nrsS. Though 

-s*i commonly governs the accusative, 
yet, in Ts. lxiv, 6, it is followed as here 

bv the dative, without any difference of 
* » 

signification. LXX. &J)pav, reading, 
instead of lia. Aq. Symm. dupd- 
Top.ov ; Theod. tt erpav ; Amoldi, and 
after him Hitzig, would derive from 

the Arab.^^o as signifying the Talm; 

but it only signifies the root of that tree, 
or describes it as small in size, an accep¬ 
tation which would ill suit the present 
connection. Ewald renders, Bild y image 
or likeness. The point of comparison is 
the beautiful situation of Tyre. See 
Ezck. xxvii. 3, xxviii. 12, 13. The no¬ 
tion of planting seems to have been sug¬ 
gested by the name of Ephraim. See on 
the preceding verse. The territory occu¬ 
pied by that tribe, and several of the 
othernine, was distinguished for its beauty 
and fertility; and the prosperity of its 
inhabitants, who traded extensively with 
the Phoenician ports, was only surpassed 
by Tvtc herself. Yet the fruit of this 
lovely region was only to be produced in 
order to its being destroyed. The inhab- 


kouse; 


is dried up; 


itants were to be slain in great numbers 
with the sword. The V before the inlin- 
itive in is future in signification, 

indicating what was about to be, or would 
be done. 

14. These words strongly mark the 
effect produced upon the mind of the 
prophet by the contemplation of the wick¬ 
edness of his people. In holy ardor of 
soul, he feels himself excited to impre¬ 
cate what he had predicted ver. 11. 
Some, less appropriately, render he, not 
as an interrogative, but as signifying that 
which , i. e. give them whatever thou 
wilt. Barrenness was accounted a great 
misfortune among the Jews. 

15. For Gilgal , see on chap. iv. 15. 
Being one of the chief places of idolatrous 
worship, the wickedness of the nation 
might be said to be concentrated in it. 
AY hen God is represented as hating the 
wicked, it must be understood in regar d 
to the odiousness of their moral character, 
and his infliction of positive punishment 
upon them on account of it. Hitzig 
considers to be here used inchoa- 

*■ i 

tively. For the sense in which 
house , is to be taken, see on chap. viii. 1. 
Hatred and love are contrasted as here, 
Mai. i. 2, 3. In C'n'iD Drrnto is a 

• V •« ■* 

paronomasia. 

16. The figurative language here em¬ 
ployed is suggested by the meaning of 
the name Ephraim, as in verses, 11, 13. 

Iisyi is in the future, while rrn and 
» 1 

cn"' are in the preterite, to mark the 
state of unfruitfulncss as following upon 
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Tea, though they should beget children, 

I will kill the beloved of their womb. 

17 My God will abhor them, 

Because they have not listened to him: 
They shall be wanderers among the nations. 


the injury done to the tree. The resolu¬ 
tion of the figure in the latter hulf of the 
verse possesses much force. Most of the 
MSS. and some few editions read, with 
the Keri, ^3 instead of ^ 2 , which occurs, 
however, before a verb, Job xli. 18. For 

comp, on “nemo, ylt. 6. 


17. Though the pronominal affix in 
•riVs is omitted by the LXX. and Arab. 

i 

and one of Kennicott’s MSS., it is, in 
such connection, more in the style of 
Hosea than n^ri^s. The dispersion of 

>.i * * 

the ten tribes is here expressly predicted, 


CHAPTER X. 


In this chapter the prophet continues to charge the Israelites with idolatry, anarchy, and 
want of fidelity, 1--4- He expatiates with great variety on the judgments that were to 
come upon them in punishment for these crimes, 5-11; and then abruptly turns to them in 
a direct hortatory address, couched in metaphorical language, borrowed from the mode of 
representation which he had just employed, 12. The section concludes with an appeal to 
the experience which they had already had of the disastrous consequences of their wicked 
conduct. 


1 Israel is a luxuriant vine ; 

He putteth forth his fruit; 

According to the increase of his fruit, 
He increased altars; 


According to the excellence of 
They prepared goodly statues. 

1. The wickedness which manifested 
itself in idolatry, etc. is here traced to the 
abuse of the prosperity which God had 
conferred on the Israelites. Instead of 
Bpending the bounties of providence for 
the glory of God, they appropriated them 
to idolatrous uses, and that in proportion 
to the abundance of their bestowment. 

pp.^ t multua fudit t fcecundus fuit , 


his land, 


multwn pluviam demisit , fiorere cccpit 
planta , is here used to express the luxu¬ 
riance of the vine, and not, as in our 
common version and some others, its un- 
fruitfulness. The idea of emptying, which 
the verb also has, derived from that of 
pouring out entirely or abundantly the 
contents of a vessel, does not suit the 
present connection. LXX. el/K\rjM aT0 ^°' a * 
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2 Their heart is divided, they shall now be punished: 

He will cut off their altars, lie will destroy their statues. 

3 Surely now shall they say: We have no king; 

For we fear not Jehovah: 

As for the king then, what can he do for us ? 

4 They utter empty speeches; 

Swearing falsely, making covenants; 

Therefore judgment blossoms like the poppy 


On the ridges of the field. 

or, as in other copies, t-y/cATj/icrroutra. Aq. 
fiyuSpos. Symru. vKopayovaa. "N ulg t> /Vo;i- 
doso , Comp. Gen. xlix. 22 ; Ps. lxxx. 
9-11; Ezck. xvii. 6. In every other 
instance is construed as a feminine; 

1 V ■ ■ 

but here the masculine name Vsnt? ‘, 
Israel, required it to be taken as of that 
gender, mti, to rcsejnble, be equal to, 

sufficient; in Piel, like the Eth. ("lOP, 
to bring to maturity, produce fruit . ib , 
in the phrase , is pleonastic, as 

in iV—“Vn» etc., but may here be rendered 
as a possessive pronoun. 

2. is here to be taken intransi¬ 
tively, as in our common version, and 
refers, not to any difference of opinion 
among the Israelites respecting the claims 
of their numerous idols, but to their in¬ 
sincerity in the service of Jehovah, — 
professing to worship him, while they 
likewise addicted themselves to the 
worship of idols. Thus Tanchum : — 

aJJb “ their mind 

and their understanding, and their opin¬ 
ion arc divided, while they associate 
others with God” The acceptation to be 
smooth, which some propose, is to be re¬ 
jected, on the ground that, though the 
verb is used in this signification of the 
tongue, it nowhere is of the heart. For 
the meaning of ers , see on chap. v. 15. 

The nominative to snr., lie, is C'riVu, 

■ ^ 

God, in \riVs, chap. ix. 17. Jehovah is 

W • ■ 

here said to do, what he would effect by 
means of the Assyrians. tp_y is properly 
a sacrificial term, signifying to cut off 
the head of a victim, by striking it on the 
neck; hence, to drop as blood from the 

8 


place thus struck; and to drop generally. 
It is here, with much force, used metony- 
mically, in application to the destruction 
of the altars on which the animals were 
offered. Ewald renders, Er wird Hire 
alt 'dre enthaupten ; “ he will decapitate 
their altars.” For the distinction between 

and , see on chap. hi. 4. 

npy, now, in this and the following verse, 
has the signification of soon, speedily. 

3. The language of desperation is here 
put into the mouth of the apostate Israel¬ 
ites, at the time of the infliction of divine 
judgment. Their king, to whom they 
had naturally looked for protection, w as 
removed; they had forfeited the favor of 
God, who was now become their enemy; 
and, therefore, it was vain to expect help 
from an earthly monarch. Some think 
the prophet refers to the time of anarchy 
during the interregnum, between the 
murder of Pckah and the accession of 
Iloshca. 

4. "" lit. to speak a tcord, or 

speech , i. e. what is merely such ; empty, 
false pretences. Comp, the Lat. verba 
dare. The prophet begins with the finite 
form of the verb, and then, for the sake 
of more specific description, changes it 
for the infinitive. Comp. Is. lix. 13. 
For rv;s, as an absolute infinitive, in¬ 
stead of , comp. r*r ^ , Is. xxii. 13 ; 
r^n,chap. xlii. 20. rv>"i2 , covenant, 
is here used as a collective noun, and is 
to be rendered in the plural. 'Whether 
the false swearing and the entering into 
covenants refer to the conduct of the 
Israelites in regard to each other, or 
whether they respect their conduct in 
reference to foreign powers, has been dis¬ 
puted. The latter would seem to be the 
more probable, since it is the making of 
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6 For the calves of Beth-aven, 

The inhabitants of Samaria shall be in fear; 

The people thereof shall mourn on account of it; 
The priests thereof shall leap about on account of it 
On account of its glory, 

Because it hath departed from it. ■ 

5 It shall itself also be carried to Assyria, 

A present to the hostile king: 

Ephraim shall take disgrace, 

And Israel shall blush for his own counsel, 


covenants and not the breaking of them, 
of which the prophet speaks as something 
criminal. lie seems to have in his eye 
the historical circumstances narrated 2 
Kings xvii. 4. By uscra is meant the 
divine judgment which was to be inflicted 
upon the people of Israel. So Jarchi, 
rpayviEi ‘USw'a. This he com¬ 

pares to the rapid and luxuriant growth 
of the poppy, which overruns the fields, 
and is destructive as a poison. Celsius, 
in his Hicrobot. supports the common 
rendering hemlock, as the signification of 
but that of poppy , proposed by 
Gesenius, is preferable, both to such con¬ 
struction of the term, and to that of 
colocynth advanced by CEdmann, or that of 
lolium or darnel suggested by Michaclis. 
The term is usually rendered poison in 
our common version ; sometimes gall. 
LXX. liypuxTTts. rather signify 

the ridges between the furrows than the 
furrows themselves. See Pocoekc. 

5, 6. In these verses the object of idol¬ 
atrous worship is spoken of, now in the 
plural, and now in the singular number, 
which Ilitzig accounts for on the ground, 
that though the Israelites might have 
multiplied golden calves, that set up by 
Jeroboam would still be held in peculiar 
honor. Four MSS. have , calf, in 
the singular, which is also the rendering 
of the LXX. Syr. and an anonymous 
Greek version in the Ilcxapla. This 
reading is very uncritically adopted by 
Kuinoel, Dathe, Newcome, and some 
other modems. For vs r* 2 , Beth - 
aven, see on chap. iv. 15. is a col¬ 

lective. The nominative to the pronom¬ 
inal affixes in vV?, vnttS, etc. is 

_ , TT — f 1 ■ 

the V:*, calf of Jeroboam, singled out 


from the rest.. ^> 25 , its people, those 
devoted to its worship. Comp. Numb, 
xxi. 29. is only used in Hebrew 

- ( - i ; ^ 

to designate idolatrous pi'icsts , and occurs 
but twice besides, via. 2 Kings xxiii. 5 i 

Zqih. i. 4 ; but in the Syriac 


kumro , signifies a priest of the true God. 
as well as one engaged in the service of 
idols. Gesenius derives the noun from 
, to burn, be scorched, black, suppos¬ 
ing the reference to be to the black dress 
of monks or ecclesiastics; but this seems 
too modem to be entitled to adoption. 
The derivation of Iken, in his Dissert, de 
Cemarim, who refers the word to the 

Persic sacrum magorum ignicolarum 

cingulum of which frequent mention is 
made in the Sadder of Zoroaster, is much 
more natural. Comp, the Chald. kiwj; 

» & belt or girdle. Some think the 
Lat. camfylus, an inferior order of priests, 
who attended upon and assisted the fla- 
mens, is derived from this root. Ewald 
renders the word by Pfaffcn, which is 
used of priests by way of contempt, in 
German. Those who render :> W* , they 
rejoiced , which is the usual signification 
of the verb, supply before it; but 
the Vau eonversivc connects it so closely 
with V3x , as to render 6ueh supplement 
inconsistent with the construction. It is, 
therefore, better to revert to the primary 
signification of , to move about, leap , 
dance, or the like. Comp, the Arab. 

circumivit. Such would be the 


excitement of the idolatrous priests at the 
capture of their God, that they would 
leap about in a state of desperation, like 
those of Baal, 1 Kings xviii. 26. The 
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1 As for Samaria, her king is cut off; 

He is like a chip upon the surface of the water. 

8 The high places of Aven, the sin of Israel, are destroyed; 
Thorns and thistles shall grow upon their altars: 

They shall say to the mountains, Cover us; 

And to the hills, Fall upon us. 

9 Since the days of Gilead, thou hast sinned, O Israel 1 
There they remain: 

Shall not the war against the unjust overtake them in Gilead ? 


glory of the idol consisted in its ornaments, 
wealth, etc. is emphatic: itself 

also , i. e. the idol or golden calf. For 
the meaning of , Jareb , see on chap, 
v. 13. The worshippers of the golden 
calf would be ashamed of him, when 
they found that, instead of protecting 
them, he was himself carried into cap¬ 
tivity. That n:r 3 is not to be changed 

i ; t ( ° 

into , and rendered in a sound sleep , 
as Ilorsley does, nor into r.a'ia , in this 
year , with Michaelis, the parallelism suf¬ 
ficiently shows. 

7. For the sake of emphasis, is 

put absolutely. The whole phrase is 
equivalent to the king of Samaria, etc. 
That r.'izr: agrees with and not 

with the gender shows. tjV.p 

has nowhere the signification of foam or 
scum. It is derived from “i;p. Arab. 

l o ^ V fngit, to cut, cut off, , and signi¬ 
fies any chip or small fragment of wood. 
Comp. r.Z'xf ,, a fragment, Joel i. 7. 

Arab, i a x iA j fractus aboris ramus , 

•• J 

juLpJ? tenuitas arbor is. LXX. <ppv- 
Acuw. Syr. fcstucam. The com¬ 
parison of the king to a small chip of 
wood, which cannot resist the force of the 
current, Is very beautiful and forcible. 
Spuma , which is the rendering of the 
Targ. Jerome, Symm. Abulwahd, Tan- 
ehuin, and many modems, is less apt, 

even if it could be philologically sus¬ 
tained. 

8, *}*tf , Aven, is an abbreviation of the 
full form, * * tf — r * 2 , Beth-aven , or Bethel, 
rtf Eli , the occasioti of sin to Israel. Sec 
ver. 10. In the midst of the calamities 
that should come upon the people, death 


would be preferable to life. Comp. Rev. 
vi. 15, 16. 

9. That reference is here made to the 
transactions recorded Jud. xix. xx., there 
can be no doubt. The prophet declares 
that as a nation his people had all along, 
from the period referred to, evinced a 
disposition to act in the same rebellious 
and unjust manner as the Gibconites had 
done. Comp. chap. ix. 9. The words 
Qr , there they remain, continue, 
persist," graphically express the character 
of the inhabitants in his day. The Gib- 
eonites axe still, what they have ever been, 
a wicked and abandoned people. They 
are here singled out as a fit specimen of the 
whole nation; and arc called mVy—'ra, 

i ; " ■ • - 

sons of wickedness , to mark the enormity 
of their conduct. Instead of mV? , the 
Brixian edition, thirty-nine MSS." origi¬ 
nally seventeen, and perhaps a few more, 
have nViy , the common form, which is 
supposed to have been changed by a 
simple transposition of the letters. Albeit 
Schultcns, however, in his notes ad Ilarir. 
i. p. 15, justifies the present reading by 

deriving it from the Arab. Lit, modum 

excessit, extulit se; and Michaelis, in his 
Suplcm. by referring it to the Syriac, 



and the Eth. UA©! fid cm 

'e/ellit, perfidus fait. Comp. VV(UJ*. 
)Aa>: Bex tyranmis, scelcstus. 

trarisgrcssio ctgui ct boni, 


scelus, perversitas . That the Targumist 
read the text as it now stands is clear 
from his rendering the word , they 

went up. The words ryaaa t.v oTP - 

f • . ^ ■* * ■“ 

mV? ‘'aa^Vy are somewhat 

f : - t ▼ r ■ 
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10 My desire is to punish them; 

The nations shall be collected against them, 
When they are bound for their two iniquities. 

11 Ephraim is a well-trained heifer, loving to thresh; 
But I will pass on beside her fair neck; 

I will place a rider on Ephraim : 

Judah shall plough, 

And Jacob shall break the clods. 


involved, but the menning is obvious. 
Destruction should assuredly overtake the 
wicked Israelites, c, the verbal suffix in 
Bvep, is anticipotivc of rv.Vy nV 

■ • ■ ■ A ^ — ■' j 

stands for sVn , the interrogatory nega¬ 
tive. 

10. ^ n I s a , the LX X. have reader K 2 ; 
rendering it TjAde; or, according to the 
Alexandrian MS. and the editions of 
Aldus and Brcitingcr, rjAdfp. Of this 
lloubigant, Dimock, Neweome, Tings- 
tadius, and Boothroyd, approve, and adopt 
it as an emendation ; but contrary to all 
other authority, ancient or modem, and 
without necessity, a prefixed is the Beth 
Essentia, indicating the substantive char¬ 
acter of the affection. See my note on 
Is. xxvi, 4. , to be strongly propense, 

desire greatly, expresses the irresistible 
inclination of infinite purity to punish 
sin. is the future in Kal of “C , 

• ■l* •,» - t ' 

to chastise , jmnish, compensation having 
been made for the first radical *>, by in¬ 
serting Dagesh in the e. 0 ^ 5 * , the 
infinitive of “OK , to bind, bind as a pris¬ 
oner or captive , which is the sense in 
which the word is here to be taken. 
Bn a*5 has occasioned great variety of 
interpretation. Michaelis translates it 
plough-shares, attempting to derive it 
from the Arabic. Jarchi, Lively, and, 
among the modems, Ewald, render eyes, 
“before their two eijcs i. e. openly ; but 
the word is always written t “ 3*5 when 
applied to real eves, and only n*, 3 1 ' “ 
when applied to fountains or artificial 
eyes. Some translate habitations ,■ but 
most, furrows, which is the rendering 
adopted by Abenezra, Kimchi, Abulwalid, 
Tanchum, Munster, Vatablus, Zanehius, 
etc., after the Tar gum — some expound¬ 
ing the passage one way, and some 
another. The only satisfactory exegesis 


is that founded on the Kcri, BFi^y “PtiV, 
for their two iniquities, i. e. the two golden 
calves which Jeroboam hod erected, and 
which proved the source of all the evils 
which they had afterwards committed. 
They had many other idols, but these 
were the principal; and they are called 
iniquities by a metonymy of the cause 
for the effect. Comp. ver. 8, where 
fKtcln, sin, is .similarly applied. This 
reading is in the text of a great many 
MSS. and is expressed in all the ancient 
versions. 

11. The general meaning of this verse 
seems to be, that the Ephraimitcs had 
been accustomed in the plenitude of their 
power to crush and oppress others, espec¬ 
ially their brethren of the two tribes; 
but they were now themselves to be 
brought into subjection to the king of 
Assyria, by whom they should be placed 
in circumstances of great hardship in 
foreign countries. The metaphors are 
agricultural. For fcn*, to tread or beat 
out the com, partly by the feet of oxen, 
and partly by sledges with instruments 
adapted to the purpose, 6ce on Is. xxviii. 
27, 28. The in is parngogic, 

as ^23^ and *P35“£, Jcr. xxii. 23; 

chap. li. 13, though in these pas¬ 
sages it has been left unpointed by the 
Masoretes. See Ewald, $ 400. The form 
is otherwise the participle r*sr's. Vy “ 
signifies here to pass on beside one, as the 
driver docs beside an ox in the yoke. 
Thus Jehovah would, in his providence, 
lead forth the Israelites, from the midst 
of their prosperity, to the toils and hard¬ 
ships of captivity. lit. 

I will cause to ride Ephraim , meaning I 
will place a rider upon him — a conqueror, 
who shall lead him forth from his land. 
Thus Calvin, Zanchius, Lyra Tamovius, 
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12 Sow to yourselves for righteousness: 

Reap according to piety ; 

Break up for yourselves the fallow ground: 

For it is time to seek Jehovah, 

Till he come, and teach you righteousness. 

13 Ye have ploughed wickedness, ye have reaped iniquity; 
Ye have eaten the fruit of falsehood: 

Because thou trustedst in thy way 
In the multitude of thy mighty ones. 


Roscnm idler, and Ewald. The judgments 
of God were not, howeVer, to be confined 
to the northern kingdom: the southern 
should also be involved in them. In 
short, they should overtake the whole pos¬ 
terity of Jacob. The prediction was ful¬ 
filled during the two captivities. *iV , in 
iV , is pleonastic. 

12. Continuing his agricultural meta¬ 
phors, the prophet here abruptly calls 
upon the nation to reform its manners, 
r-v is the Hat. commodi. V in npizV 

•T. " T mi ; * 

points out the end or object to be obtained 
by sowing. Sow what will produce the 
fruits of righteousness. The second im¬ 
perative is here equivalent to the future : 
“Sow, and vc shall reap; ” or the sub¬ 
junctive, “ Sow, so that ye may reap.” 
That "rsn , piety or goodness, is to be 
referred, not to God, but to man, its being 
parallel with , righteousness , man¬ 

ifestly proves. 'lo change -yi into ryi, 
and join this word with 1*3 , preceding, 
as Xeweome, following the LXX. and 
Arab., does, is unauthorized and inept. 
The Israelites had long neglected Jehovah: 
it was now high time to return to his fear; 
and though they might not meet with 
immediate tokens of his favor, the)' were 
to persevere in seeking him, in the assur¬ 
ance that lie would be gTacious to them. 
Such is the force of ij? , until. This favor 
■was to be manifested by his coming and 
communicating to them instruction re¬ 
specting the only righteousness which 
could avail the guilty at his bar. That 
the words crV pis m v*. are not to be 
rendered he will grant yoii suitable rain , 
but, he will teach you righteousness , and 
that they contain a prophecy of the advent 
and prophetical office of the Messiah, has 
been maintained by Jerome, and many 


other interpreters. In support of the 
rendering, lie will teach you righteousness , 

may be adduced the Syr. Uf 




come and show to you h is righteousness ; 


Pococke’s Arab. MS. 




^ u 1 

• 4 

till he come and 


guide you to righteousness. The Targ. 
to the same effect, ■'p—p 
Y.'zb now he shall be revealed , and 

shall bring righteousness to you; Vulg. cum 
venerit qui docebit vos justitiam. Thus 
also Dathe, Ilitzdg, Winer, and others. 
Kimehi remarks, n pn Cfc »*'*> 

errs “•■pi K-.ri irir^n imr rstV 


piu, there are those (of the Rabbins) who 
expound, If ye seek the Lord , to know his 
law and his commandments , he will come 
and teach you righteousness. And Aben- 
ezra asserts the same, in nearly the same 
words. Such construction of the passage 
seems, from the preceding use of rpir , 
to be more apt, than to take pis abso¬ 
lutely for rpisV, in due proportion, ad¬ 
equately , fully , according to the claims or 
necessities of your condition. See on 
Joel ii. 23. 

13. Instead of following such a course 
as that to which they had just been ex¬ 
horted, the Israelites had pursued one 
directly opposite, and now reaped the 
disastrous consequences. The same met¬ 
aphors are here continued. 
fruit of falsehood , seems rather to mean 
the effects of their false and hypocritical 
conduct in professing attachment to the 
true God, while they addicted themselves 
to the worship of other deities, than/a J- 
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14 Therefore a tumult shall arise among thy people, 

And all thy fortresses shall be destroyed, 

As Shalman destroyed Beth-arbel in the day of battle: 
When the mother was dashed in pieces with her children. 


lacious and disappointing results. See¬ 
ker would read ^jzz-iz , in thy chariots, 
instead of 'qp-iia’, in thy way, on the 
LXX. tv Upfiwri ffov, which reading is 
found in Compl. Aid. Barb. Reg. Laud. 
Cyrill. Ital. Ambros. Arab. Slav. Ilexap. 
Syr. and a Copt. MS.; and ICuinoel has 
actually adopted it into his Hebrew text. 
It is, however, unsupported by any Heb. 
MSS., or any of the ancient versions, and 
is justly to be rejected. Four MSS., 
originally two, the Syr. and Targ. read 
'q'r-i "Z , in thy ways. The way of the 
Israelites was the wicked course of con¬ 
duct which they had adopted in opposi¬ 
tion to the will of God. Kimchi : 


3>Bir: nSXSni r.r-n “pi, the way of 
wickedness and bad religion. The Vat. 
copy of the LXX. has tv apapTTyia&l <rov. 
Comp. Is. lvii. 10 ; Jer. ii. 23. 

14. The prophet now denounces a 
severe threatening against his rebellious 
countrymen, foreshowing that they should 
be involved in all the horrors of war. 

, with n epenthetic, after the man¬ 
ner of the Arab. or it may be 

regarded as merely a mater lectionis. 
Some few MSS. and some others in the 
margin, read cjn. Twenty-four MSS., 
one originally, iour of the early editions, 
and all the ancient versions, read ^ 373 , 
thy people, instead of ■q-Tsra, thy 'peo¬ 
ples. For minor varieties in the readings, 
see Kennicott and De Rossi. The nom¬ 
inative to vjr is Vz, taken as a collec¬ 
tive, comprehending the whole. That 
•psVj, Shalman, and VsZit? r'Z , Beth - 
Arbel, are proper names, is now univer¬ 
sally admitted. The best interpretation 
of them is that given by Tanchum : 

•psVif Lclj v^^jCJLo nzsrsV® 


nZS3 K.b'D JLaJ 


Jj3 } |vol 



■ • * 


3 



Li 


T“2T 



V$Z15< VSZ^.S 

Shalman, it is a proper name, and is said 
to stand for Shalmanassar, king of As¬ 
syria, only it is abbreviated; and perhaps 
SAa/fj»fl 7 Wsaris compounded of two names, 
one of which is omitted because it was 
well known : and Arbel is the name of a 
citv, and is said to be that which is called 

w w 

Arbel at the present day.” The abbrevi¬ 
ation of proper names is not uncommon 
in Scripture, as qn^z, Coniah, for 

V'S'in 1 ', Jehoiachin, etc. It was this 
1 >■» 

monarch that besieged Samaria for the 
space of three years, and took it in the 
ninth of Hoshca, n. c. 722, carrying the 
king and most of his subjects into exile. 
2 Kings xvii. 1 - 6 . To this interpreta¬ 
tion it has been objected that out prophet 
wrote before the time of Shalmaneser, 
and therefore could not speak of his des¬ 
troying Axbcl as something that had 
already happened. It must, however, be 
recollected, that though Hosca prophesied 
before the time of that king, he contin¬ 
ued to deliver his predictions as far down 
as the time of his successor Sennacherib, 
and must, therefore, have been well ac¬ 
quainted with the previous Assyrian 
invasions. With respect to Vjsznx r*z, 
or, as some MSS. read, Vaps, Beth-Ar - 

bcl, commentators are divided in opinion. 
Some think that the Assyrian city Arbcla , 
situated between the Lycus and the Tigris, 
celebrated for the victory obtained there 
by Alexander the Great over Darius, is 
meant; but it is far more probable that 
the prophet refers to the ’A p&y\a of 1 
Mace. ix. 2 , which Josephus places near 
Sephoris in Galilee; Eusebius, in the 
plain of Esdraclon. Of the battle here 
mentioned, no account indeed is given 
either in sacred or profane history; but 
as the contemporaries of Hosea are sup¬ 
posed to have been acquainted with it, 
there is reason to believe that it took place 
on the invasion of the kingdom of Israel 
by the Assyrian army. The ancient 


Jl UjJ. 


“As for 
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15 Thus shall he act towards you at Bethel, 

On account of your flagrant wickedness: 

In the morning shall the king of Israel be utterly cut off. 


versions of this clause of the verse are 
more or less at fault; but have afforded 
abundant scope for the exercise of emen- 
datorial criticism. See Newcome, who 
renders, Like the destruction of Zalmunna 
by the hand of Jerubbaal; and supposes 
the reference to be to Jud. viii. Vv here 
signifies icith, in the sense of being super- 
added. See Gen. xxviii. 9. xxxi. 50. 

15. The nominative tonsy is Shalman 

\ T 

in the preceding verse, or perhaps nirr% 
Jehovah , understood, but not Vtr—rni, 

■ l p ■ 

Bethel, as in our common version, since 
this does not so well agree with what fol¬ 
lows. The words contain a special pre¬ 
diction against Bethel, where the wick¬ 
edness of the Israelites had been most 
conspicuously exhibited. ryn, 

lit. the wickedness of your wickedness, 
V e. your excessive, or most flagrant wick¬ 
edness. A rare example of a noun put 
in construction with itself repeated in 
the singular , in order to form the super¬ 


lative degree. There is no necessity with 
Newcome, to resort to emendation. In¬ 
stead of , “ in the morning,” fif¬ 

teen MSS., and perhaps one more, six 
originally, the Proph. of Soncin. 1486, 
the Venet edit, of 1818, in the margin, 
and the Vulg. read “ like the 

morning.” Were the following verb 
rx"t to be taken in the sense of resem- 

1 T 

bling , being like, etc., the latter reading 
might possess some claim on our atten¬ 
tion ; but as the idea of being destroyed 
best comports with the connection, that 
of the Textus Reeeptus is preferable. 
The difference of reading has arisen from 
the similarity of the letters a and z. 
The reference is to the suddenness with 
which Hoshea was to be seized bv the 
king of Assyria, and an entire end put 
to the regal dignity. See 2 Kings xvii. 
4. The doing of anything early or soon 
is frequently expressed by its being done 
in the morning. 


CHAPTER XI. 

To aggravate his representations of the guilt of the Israelites, the prophet adduces the divine 
benefits conferred upon them from the earliest period of their history, 1—4. He then 
threatens them with unavoidable punishment on account of their obstinacy, 5, 6; but, all 
of a sudden, introduces Jehovah, compassionating his rebellious children, and promising 
them a restoration from their captivity in foreign lauds, 7—11. 


1 W hex Israel was a child, I loved him, 

And called my son out of Egypt. 

1. That these words relate to the na- no person who impartially examines the 
tion of Israel being a description of preceding and following context, can for 
"what Jehovah had done for it ages before a moment call it in question. Nor but 
the prophet wrote, and not a prophecy for their having been applied by the Evan* 
of any future event, is so evident, that gelist Matthew (ch. ii. 15.) to our Lord’s 
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2 According as they called them, they went from their presence, 
They sacrificed unto Baals, 

And burned incense to graven images. 

3 Though I taught Ephraim to walk, 

Taking them by their arms, 

Yet they knew not that I healed them. 

return from Egypt, would it ever have figurative sense, Exod. iv, 22, 23. The 


been imagined that they had or could 
have had any other reference. It is only, 
therefore, with respect to such application 
that any difficulty can exist respecting 
their exegesis; and, in my judgment, 
there appears to be nothing in the N. T, 
application beyond the mere appropria¬ 
tion of the language of the prophet, for 
the purpose of giving to Jewish readers 
a more vivid impression of the strikingly 
analogous circumstances of the sojourn 
of our Saviour in Egypt, and his return 
from it, to those of the ancient Israelites. 
The Evangelist docs not affirm, that the 
words as used by Ilosca were a prophecy 
of Christ; he only adduces them, to 
show how aptly they described the his¬ 
torical event which he was narrating, 
just as he does Jer. xxxi. 15, in applica¬ 
tion to the murder of the infants at Beth¬ 
lehem, and Ps. lxxviii. 2, in application 
to our Lord’s teaching in parables. “ lie 
must be a stranger to the Hebrew writers, 
that does not know, that nothing is more 
common among them than such accom¬ 
modations of the text upon all occasions. 
They abound in such applications; I may 
say their Midrashim do very much ex¬ 
ceed in them.” Kidder’s Demon, of the 
Messiah, Pt. II. p. 216. “ Parodiarum 

in N. T. omnia sunt plena, c. g. Matt. 
ii. 15 and 23, ubi implcta dicuntur Scrip¬ 
turee turn ctiam, cum nulla historica aut 
typica est implctio, sed analogica tan- 
tum.” Hottingcr in Primit. Heidelberg, 
p. 80. See Surenhusii. 0i0\os KaraW-qs, 
p. 338. Home’s Introd. vol. ii. pp. 341, 
342. Robinson’s Greek Lex. in Yva, C. 
2, d. Instead of , the LXX. appears 
to have read vaaV; but instead of to 

^ i : 

TtKva auToi), his children, which is their 
reading, that of Aq. Symm. Thcod. the 
Slavon. and Matthew, agree with the 
Hebrew text. The Hebrew people are 
also called the son of God in the same 


early period of their existence is frequently 
represented as their youth. See Is. liv. 
13 ; Jer. ii. 2, iii. 24, 25, xxii. 21; Hos. 
ii. 15. 

2. The use of the verb Nnp , to call, 
in the preceding verse, suggested the idea 
of the subsequent messages which had 
been delivered to the Israelites by the 
prophets, to which Hosea now appeals, 
in order to contrast with the means which 
had been employed for their reformation, 
the obstinate character of their rebellion. 
Before . subaud. iris a , to eorres- 
pond to *3 . Thus the LXX. nab' 
The nominative is the prophets, under¬ 
stood. The very presence of the proph¬ 
ets being an annoyance to them, they 
withdrew from it, that, unmolested, they 
might indulge in idolatry. 

3. , an instance of the Tiphil 

. * — ■ m “ 

conjugation, equivalent to Hiphil in sig¬ 
nification, and, in all probability, formed 
by hardening the preformative n into n. 
Indeed, one of De Rossi’s MSS. reads 
“Pbain ♦ instead of •'r'Vaitn. There 
exist only two other instances in the 
Hebrew Bible, viz. rnnrp , Jer. xii. 5, 
and rjihrtt, xxii. 15,’ if , 

xxv. 34,‘is not to be so taken. Compare 
the Shaphcl Conjugation in Syriac, in 

which language this very verb occurs in 

. r 

the form j-A. See Knos Chrcst. 

Syr. p. 112. Itis a denominative from 
, the foot, and signifies to cause, or 
teach to use the feet , or walk. Syr. and 

Targ. mna- 1 , I led, only the 

latter paraphrases, -pi trbri n:ni 

rvia.i ns'Tft., and I led , etc. by an 
angel sent from my presence. The use 
of the personal pronoun before the 
verb gives additional force to the lan- 
guage. hV in is the infinitive used 
as a gerund, as in Ezek. xvii. 5. Both 
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4 I drew them with the bands of man, 

With the cords of love; 

I was also to them as those who lift up the yoke from their neck, 
I held out meat to them, I made them eat. 

5 They shall not return to the land of Egypt; 

Assyria shall be their king: 

Because they would not be converted, 

6 The sword shall be whirled in their cities, 

It shall destroy their barriers, and devour, 

Because of their devices. 


the suffixes Q and i refer to Ephraim. 
See on chap. ix. 2. Four MSS. for 
V>nV“.T, “/m arms,” read ■'tVyni, "tny 
arms,” which is also in another originally, 
and now in another, and in the Sonein. 
edition of 1486. It is also supported by 
the LXX. Syr. Vulg. Another MS. 
reads erry-i?, but they are all correc¬ 
tions of the original, and are only to be 
tolerated in translation. The metaphor 
taken from teaching children to walk is 
continued, as those who do so take hold 
of their arms to keep them from falling 
while thev move their feet. It beauti- 

W 

fully expresses the condescension of God 
to the circumstances of his people, and 
the kind care which he exercised over 
them. Comp. Deut. i. 31, xxxii. 11. 
His healing them , refers to his recovering 
them from the calamities which they had 
brought upon themselves by their sins. 

4. c^s -V2n , the bands of man. are 
explained by the parallel phrase rririjf 
ii2“5*, cords of love, i. e. humane, gentle, 
persuasive methods, such as men gener¬ 
ally employ when they would induce to 
action. There seems to be still a reference 
to the case of children, who, when taught 
to walk, are not only held by the arms 
but also by soft cords or leading-strings, 
are led about, or drawn in a gentle man¬ 
ner by those who have the care of them. 
The terms, however, naturally suggesting 
the idea of the ropes by which oxen are 
bound and led about, the metaphor is 
immediately changed into one borrowed 
from agricultural life, “lai V* 
docs not mean to remove the yoke en¬ 
tirely, but to raise it from the neck and 
checks of the animal, so as to allow it 
freely to eat its food. This better suits 


the following connection than the idea 
of taking the yoke off any place that 
may have been galled by it, in order to 
afford relief. The Vy, yoke, not only 
included the piece of wood upon the neck, 
by which the animal was fastened to the 
pole, but also the whole of the harness 
about the head, which was connected 
with it. The yokes used in the East are 
very heavy, and press so much upon the 
animals, that they are unable to bond 
their necks. v»Vk ttio. Ewald renders, 

T 

und sanft gegen ihn, ** and gently towards 
him/’ etc.; but it is preferable to take 
as the apocopated future in Hipli. of 
ntSD , to stretch out, extend, reach any 
thing to another. The verse sets forth 
the kind relief afforded to the Hebrew 
nation in Egypt, and the provision with 
which they were miraculously supplied 
in the wilderness. 

5. to turn , return, which is used 
at the beginning of the verse in its proper 
acceptation, is employed at the close 
metaphorically to express convcrsioti to 
God. The Israelites seem to have been 
very generally inclined to migrate for a 
time to Egypt, in order to enjoy the pro¬ 
tection of its monarch; the prophet as¬ 
sures them that they should not carry 
their purpose into effect, but that they 
should be Bubject to the Assyrian rule, as 
a punishment for refusing to listen to the 
calls given them to repent and turn from 
their idolatries. 

6. Most of the Rabbins take Vnn in 
the sense of resting, remaining; but it 
seems preferable to adopt the signification 
to turn, be turned, or whirled about , as a 
sword when it is brandished or when it 
is employed in cutting down the enemy. 
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7 For my people are bent upon defection from me 5 
Though they call them to the Most High, 

Yet none of them will exalt him. 

8 How shall I give thee up, O Ephraim? 

IIow shall I deliver thee over, O Israel? 

How shall I make thee as Admah ? 

How shall I make thee as Zeboim ? 

My heart is turned within me; 

All my feelings of compassion are kindled. 

9 I will not execute the fierceness of my anger; 

I will no more destroy Ephraim; 


Comp, the Arab. JU conversa fuit 

Its. V. sc convert it; versus mutatusque 
fuit. » barriers, Gesenius and Lee 

take metaphorically, as denoting chiefs 
or princes. 

7. = ciVn, which one of De 

Rossi's MSS! reads originally, the Pahul 
Part of nVn , to hang, used here meta¬ 
phorically in the sense of bending, or 
being propensc to anything. The idea of 
doubt or suspense, which some attach to 
the word in this connection, ill agrees 
with the character of the Israelites as 


otherwise depicted in this book, 
is always used in a bad sense, defection 
apostasy , etc. Comp. ehap. xiv. 5. The 
suffix in is to be taken passively; 

defection which has me for its object, and 
cannot with any propriety be rendered 
as by Horsley, “my returning.” For 
V? — Vs, ad summum , see on ehap. vii. 
16; and for , on ver. 2. After 

7 [ 1 w 

supply "ipK, him, from Vy, the 
Supreme, preceding. Jehovah had been 
degraded by his being worshipped through 
the medium of images, and having idols 
associated with him ; yet none of his 
apostate people w r cre inclined to raise him 
from this degradation, by rejecting them 
and celebrating TIis praise, as the sole 
and glorious object of adoration. Po- 


rocke’s Arab. MS. 




*JU! |V-w! | » there was 

not one of them that gloi'ifed the name 
of God. nn.l with a negative is to be 
rendered not one; without it, all alto¬ 
gether, wholly , as in the following verse. 


8, 9. Now follows one of the most 
affecting instances of the infinite tender¬ 
ness of the divine compassion to be found 
in Scripture ; the point of which is en¬ 
hanced by its being introduced immedi¬ 
ately after a description of the odious 
conduct of the Israelites. It is, as Bishop 
Ixnvth characterizes it, exquisitely pa¬ 
thetic. The repetitions and synonymous 
features of the parallelism greatly add to 
the effect. The words belong to the 
period after the subjugation of Samaria, 
and the carrying away of the Israelites 
by Shalmaneser, 2 Kings xvii. 5, 6, xviii. 
9-12. They were designed to inspire 
the captives with hope’in the mercy of 
God, and thus lead them to true repent¬ 
ance. , the LXX. render virep- 

aenruu c tov\ Aq. fa rAcu KVKKunra ac‘, "Vulg. 
protegam te ; deriving the idea from the 
signification of the substantive ■)} », a 
shield; but it is used of delivering over 
enemies, Gen. xiv. 20. Symm, luba/cr w 
cre. Before is an ellipsis of , 

which had already been twice repeated. 
The destruction of Admah and Zeboim 
is only referred to as an example in one 
other ease, viz. Deut. xxix. 23, and then 
in connection with Sodom and Gomorrah. 
To the awful catastrophe recorded Gen. 
xix. the sacred writers frequently appeal, 
in order to produce a sense of the evil of 
sin, and the severity with which it de¬ 
sen'es to be punished; or when they 
would convey the idea of complete and 
irretrievable ruin. Comp. Is. i. 9, xiii. 
19; Jer. xlix. 18; Lam. iv. 6; Amos, 
iv. 11; Matt. x. 15 ; 2 Pet. ii. 6; Jude 
7. Some would render *>aV "b'J nsr:, 

• ' t *J " ; V 
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For I ara God and not man, 

The Holy One in the midst of thee ; 

I will not come in wrath. 

10 They shall follow Jehovah, when he roareth like a lion ; 
When he roareth, the children shall hasten from the sea. 


“ my heart is turned against me/' i. e. 
my pity rises in overpowering opposition 
to the determination to "which I had come 
to inflict punishments; but the phrase¬ 
ology will scarcely bear such construction, 
though it cannot be questioned, that it is 
designed to express a powerful inward 
revolution. Comp, 'by » Ps. 


xlii. C, 12, xliii. 5; *>rni 'V? nSL?rn, 
cxlii. 4; 'zb ^Vy, Jcr. viii. 18 ; in 
all which passages the preposition con¬ 
veys the idea of mental contiguity, near¬ 
ness, in, within, as '^.b "[Sr:, my 

heaH is turned withIX me, Lam. i. 20, 
incontestably shows. From the connec¬ 
tion in which it occurs, in the last cited 
passage, it is obvious the phrase is there 
designed to express great mental distress. 
1£2 is used in Niphal, of the stirrings of 
natural affection , Gen. xliii. 30; 1 Kings 


iii. 20. The idea seems to be derived 
from the commotion produced by the 
kindling of a fire, and the heat or warmth 
in which it results. Tanehum explains 

the word by eoncitatus fuit. LXX. 

* S 

rumapdx&n, or, as in the Complut. 
8uTapax&n- £‘£*n3 , the same in effect 


as Q*£nn , compassion, feelings of tender 
pity and affection . Targ. “rani, my 
compassions. It is derived from 2-3 , to 


be inwardly affected, whether with grief, 
pity, consolation, or anger. In the idea of 
displeasure with one’s self, has originated 
the signification, to repent, which accounts 
for the renderings, fifrapf\eia, pcetiitudo, 
repentings, etc. See my note on Is. i. 
24. The language is in the highest de¬ 
gree anthropopathical. The 9 th verse 
contains a declaration of the purpose of 
God founded upon his compassion, and 
quite in keeping with the manner in 


which expression had just been given to 
it. 23-u in rinsV sirs t<b is, as fre¬ 
quently to be taken adverbially. The 
captivity was the last judgment that was 


to come upon the ten tribes as a pun¬ 


ishment for their idolatry. The render¬ 
ing, “I will not enter into the city," 
affords no suitable sense, and would re¬ 
quire the article n*y3 , as indeed, one of 
De Rossi’s MSS. reads. Bishop Lowth’s 
translation, "though I inhabit not thy 
cities," (Lectures, vol. ii. p. 38.) is equally 
unsatisfactory with the interpretation of 
Jerome and Cast alio : I am not like those 
who dwell in cities; living after human 
laws, and deeming cruelty to be justice. 
Such construction Maurer states to be 
in his opinion " artificiosior quam elc- 
gantior. I, therefore, adopt the interpre¬ 
tation hinted at by Jarehi, and since ap¬ 
proved by Schroeder, Seeker, Dathe, Man¬ 
ger, Tingstadius, Eiehhom, Dc Wette, 
Noyes, Boothroyd, Gcsenius, Maurer, and 
Ewald, which takes vy not in the sense 


of city, but of anger or wrath ; compar¬ 
ing the Arab. A ferbuit ccstu dies. 

Comp. Jcr. xv. 8 ; IIos. vii. 7 ; and ny , 
an enemy, 1 Sam. xxviii. 16 ; Ps. exxxix. 


20. The words are thus strictly parallel, 

and synonymous to vpk fcVn , and not 
___ ■ 
man . The derivation from i * _s to 

Jo. • • 

w r hich Michaelis assigns the signification 


angry. in Deo , Orient. Bib. 

Pt. XIX. p. 9, is less appropriate, though 
the sense which he gives is the same. 

10, 11. These versos contain gracious 
promises of the return of the Israelites to 
the true worship and service of God, and 
their restoration to their owm land from 
the different places in which they had 
been scattered during the captivity. 

^r:'' ■'ins, to \calk after Jehovah , i9 
always used in the religious sense of ad¬ 
dicting one’s self to his worship, and keep¬ 
ing his commandments, and is not to be 
interpreted, as Ilitzig does, of a mere fol¬ 
lowing of providence by taking advan¬ 
tage of the opportunity that would be 
afforded of returning from Babylon. So 
the Targ. ■n*i w n M B -iria , after the 
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11 They shall hasten, like a sparrow, from Egypt, 

And like a dove, from the land of Assyria: 

And I will cause them to dwell in their own houses, 
Saith Jehovah. 


worship of Jehovah . For the contrary, 
Bee vcr. 2. As , to roar, like the 
lion, always conveys the idea of terror or 
awe, it cannot be here applied either to 
any invitation to the Jews as a people, 
or to the preaching of the gospel gen¬ 
erally ; but must be referred to the awful 
judgments which God executed upon 
Babylon, Egypt, etc. through the instru¬ 
mentality of Cyrus and his successors; 
thereby opening the way for the libera¬ 
tion of the Israelites who were found 
in these countries. Comp. Is. xxxi. 4; 
Jer. xxv. 30 ; Joel iv. 16 ; Amos i. 2, iii. 
8 . By c*:a , sons, or children, are meant 

" • T 

the Israelites, who had been for a time 
rejected, but were again acknowledged 
in that character, because they were to 
be reinstated in the privileges of adoption. 
Comp. chap. i. 10. -nn is here preg¬ 
nant with meaning — signifying to come 
or hasten under the influence of great 
agitation. The idea of trepidation, though 
implied, and connecting well with that 
of the roaring previously mentioned, is 
not so prominent as that of quick or nim¬ 
ble motion. Excited to the utmost by 
the revolutions of empires, which allowed 
them to take possession of their native 
country, they would use all haste in re¬ 
pairing thither, LXX. ^Kor^ooyrai ; but 
in the following verse 4KirtT€<roirrat. Syr. 

they shall move or be moved. 



*• Sic Lat. trepidare ctiam Bumitur pro- 
festinare , observantibus Bocharto in Hie- 
roz, ct Schultcnsio in Animadverss. philol. 
ad. Is. xix. 17.” Winer, in voc. The 
same idea of velocity is further carried 
out by comparing the return of the Is¬ 
raelites to the flight of birds remarkable 
for their swiftness. ^EX is here used 
not in its generic sense of bird, but spe¬ 
cifically of the sparrow , as the use of 
dove, immediately after, shows. 
The > sea , is the Mediterranean, or 
the islands and other maritime regions in 
the w'est. Kimchi, , the west; 


Pococke’s Arab. MS. ^ \ ^ 

from the isles of the sea. Comp. 

Is. xi. 11-16 ; a passage strictly parallel, 
only including the Jews as well as the 
Israelites. The three quarters of the 
globe here specified embrace all the coun¬ 
tries mentioned by Isaiah; and as the 
ten tribes form the subject of Hosca’s 
discourse, the present prophecy furnishes 
an additional proof of their return also, 
after the Babylonish captivity. To argue, 
therefore, from this passage, that they 
are still in existence, and are yet to be 
restored in their tribal capacity, is her¬ 
meneutically unwarranted, hv in the 
phrase CTvra—V? , instead of a , seems 
to hnve special reference to the custom 
of the Orientals, who enjoy their time 
upon , rather than in their houses. 


CHAPTER XII. 


This chapter commences with renewed complaints against both Ephraim and Judah, more 
especially against the former, 1, 2. The conduct of their progenitor Jacob is then adduced 
in order to excite them to apply, as he did, for the blessings which they required, 3, 4; to 
copy which they are further encouraged by the unchangeable character of Jehovah, o, 6. 
The prophet next reverts to the deceitful and hypocritical character of the ten tribes, not¬ 
withstanding the numerous means that hod been employed to promote true piety, 7—10; 
renews his castigation of their idolatrous practices, 11; again appeals to the kindness of 
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Go<^to the nation in its obscure origin in the person of Jacob, 12, J3; and denounces anew 
the judgments that were to be inflicted upon it, 14. 


1 Ephraim: hath encompassed me with falsehood, 
And the house of Israel with deceit; 

And as for Judah, he is still inconstant with God, 
Even with the Holy Ones. 


1 . The LXX. Vulg. Targ. and our 
common version join this verse to the 
preceding chapter; but improperly—there 
being no connection whatever with the 
previous verses, whereas it is manifest 
from the renewed reference to Judah, 
ver. 3, that the three verses intimately 
cohere. The proper exegesis of this verse 
depends upon the signification assigned 
to , and the consequent application 
of raw. That the former cannot gram- 

matically be referred either to or 

, to subdue, bear mile, or to to 
descend , as Jerome renders it, is now 
agreed 1 on all hands ; and there is no 
alternative left^Dut to derive it from -nn, 
which occurs only in three other passages, 
viz. one in Kal, Jcr. ii. 31, and twice in 
Iliph. Gen. xxvii. 40, and Ps. lv. 3 . In 
the two first, the ideas of becoming or 

o 

being unfaithful, rebelling , wandering at 
large, are obviously conveyed. In the 
third, the verb is applied figuratively to 
an agitated or unsettled state of mind, to 
which the notion of wandering seems 
much more natural, than that of mourn¬ 
ing, which is that expressed by our trans¬ 
lators. Thus also the derivative 
may best be rendered circumvagatio , 
erratio\ Lam. i. 7, iii. 19 . Compare the 

Arabic t>«^, queesivit pabulum; 

ultro citroque ivit; mobile fuit; discurrit 


hue illuc muber apud vicinas suas. t>!wC 
locus, quo in pascuis cameli modo ' 


unt modo retrocedunt. Eth. 

persequi, insurrexit, etc The significa 
lion dominatur , which has been given U 
, is altogether gratuitous. The mean 
ing of the prophet will, therefore, be, tha 
Judah or the inhabitants of the southen 
kingdom acted with vacihancv in v 


to Jehovah. So far were they from ad¬ 
hering steadfastly to his covenant, and 
seeking their happiness in obedience to Ins 
will, that they resembled animals that 
are dissatisfied with their pasture, break 
loose, and run wildly up and down in 
search of what is more agreeable to their 
appetite; or like a female who, discon¬ 
tent at home, seeks for satisfaction by 
gadding about among her neighbors. The 
description applies to the state of things 
among the Jews towards the end of the 
reign of Jotham, and during that of 
Ahaz, who introduced a Syrian altar, 
and other idolatrous objects, by which the 
people were tempted to infidelity towards 
Jehovah, but had not yet altogether re¬ 
nounced his service. Hence the force 
of ny, get, still. Though the idea of 
hostility implied in the verb would not 
justify the use of the preposition, t y , with , 
taken as in the phrases t y tnV:, Cy Z'n , 

to fight with, contend with ; yet it well 
agrees with its use after verbs of acting 
towards, or in reference to any one, such 
as cy ry-i, cy n»y, etc. Thus 

• t ■* • 1 T 

Schrocder, Dathe, Eiehhom, De "Wcttc, 
Boothroyd, Kuinocl, Gescnius, Noyes, 
Hit/ig, Maurer, and Ewald. Such con¬ 
struction of the passage is fully borne 
out by ver. 3, which cannot be consist¬ 
ently interpreted, if Judah were here 
represented as faithfully maintaining the 
principles of the theocracy. But if the 
signification which has been given to in 
be alone justifiable, then it is evident 
■psM , faithful cannot apply to Judah, but 

• i - 

must betaken os qualifying , the 

adjective noun immediately preceding. 
To this it cannot be objected, that the 
one is in the plural, while the other is in. 
the singular; for we find a precisely sim¬ 
ilar combination in j the 
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2 Ephraim fecdcth upon wind, 

He pursucth the east wind; 

Every day he multiplicth falsehood and violence; 
Yea, he maketh a covenant with Assyria, 

And oil is carried into Egypt. 

3 Jehovah hath also a controversy with Judah, 

And he will punish Jacob, according to his ways; 
According to his deeds, he will recompense him. 

4 In the womb he took his brother by the heel, 
And by his strength he strove with God; 


righteous God , Ps. vii. 10. That C'riSnp, 
the Holy Ones, cannot here be applied 
either to human saints, or to angels, but 
must be interpreted of God himself, the 
law of parallelism clearly requires. Comp. 
Josh xxiv. 19, C'riVs ; Prov. 

ix. 10, rr:*3 ry*'; xxx."3, ry“i 

yis f't-ip. Kimchi himself allows that 
Orinp. must be so understood in this 
place. Between the inconstancy of the 
Jews, and the faithfulness of God, the 
contrast was placed in a very' striking 
point of view. They had never known 
him to fail in giving effect to any of his 
promises ; while they, on the contrary, 
had all along shown more or less of a 
fickle and roving disposition. The ancient 
versions exhibit considerable diversity of 
rendering in this place; but none of them 
suggests a meaning preferable to that 
just given, or warrants any alteration in 
the reading of the Hebrew. 

2. By “ the wind/’ and “ the east 

wind,” are meant empty, unsatisfying 

and pernicious objects. Such were the 

idolatrous confidence and foreign alliances 

of the Israelites. C'Tp , the LXX. ren- 

« 11 

der navaiov, the Arab, ^... ^ the 

Samoom, or scorching wind, called the 
“ east wind,” because it blows from the 
desert to the east of Palestine. See on 
Is. xxvii. 8. In proportion to the insin¬ 
cerity and faithless conduct of the nation 
was the destruction which it brought 
upon itself. Such conduct was specially 
exhibited in the leagues that were formed, 
and the friendships that were entered into 
with the two most powerful of the an¬ 
cient monarchies. oil , was one of 

the most valuable productions of Canaan, 


and formed a profitable article of export¬ 
ation. It is here spoken of as a present 
sent to the king of Egypt, doubtless 
among other costly articles, with a view 
to obtain a favorable hearing to the em¬ 
bassy which was despatched to secure 
his aid against the Assyrians. 

3. “ Judah” and “Jacob” stand for 
the two kingdoms respectively, the latter 
name denoting the ten tribes, as Is. xvii. -1. 
The declaration here made manifestly 
shows, that in vcr. 1 the conduct of Judah 
is to be viewed in an unfavorable light. 
At the same time the language of both 
verses in reference to that power is not 
so strong as that which is employed re¬ 
specting Israel. 

4, 5. Having introduced the name of 
Jacob in reference to his posterity, Hosca 
adverts to three interesting incidents in 
his personal history, with the view of 
encouraging his countrymen to apply 
themselves with all assiduity to the ser¬ 
vice of God, who alone could, nnd would 
extricate them from the calamitous cir¬ 
cumstances into which their sins had 
brought them. Though y, from which 
the name 3 pyy, Jacob, is derived, Arab. 


( c vestiyio sequutus fuit , a calco 

venit , etc. signifies to come behind any 
one , take him by the heel, trip , circumvent, 
etc., it is obviously used here in a good 
sense, to denote the supernatural indica¬ 
tion which liis taking his brother Esau 
by the heel afforded of the superiority, 
which, in the coutsc of divine providence, 
he and his posterity were to obtain. Gen. 
xxv. 22, 23, 26. To this effect the Targ. 
w? I'VrK kVh ny spar sVn 
yfc > was it not said of Jacob bcfoi'O 
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5 Yea, he strove with the Angel and prevailed; 
lie wept and made supplication to him; 

He found him at Bethel, and there he spake with us 


he teas bom, that he should be greater 
than his brother f The Israelites were 
reminded of the promise, “The one peo¬ 
ple shall be greater than the other peo¬ 
ple ; ” and had they acted on the faith 
of it, they would have found that, with 
Jehovah on their side, they were not only 
stronger than the Edomites, but even than 
the Assyrian power itself. The idea of 
power having thus been suggested to the 
mind of the prophet, he was reminded 
of the remarkable occurrence which took 
place at Pcnicl, when Jacob wrestled with 
the divine messenger of the covenant, 
and prevailed, m ■», to put forth power, 
exercise rule as a prince , or commander, 
the verb from which Van's' , Israel, the 

»■ T * • 

other name of Jacob, is derived, is that 
employed Gen. xxxii. 29, where the lan¬ 
guage is nearly identical with that used 
in these two verses. In the resumption 
of the subject, ver, 5. is employed, 
which, though equivalent to m'u in sig¬ 
nification, must be referred to the root 
-ns. Comp. Jud. ix. 22, and Hos. viii. 
4. ys properly signifies manly vigor . 
Here the Angel , corresponds to 

God , ver. 4, and designates the 
Uncreated Angel, of whom we read 
so frequently in the Old Testament, to 
whom, as here, names distinctive of Deity 
are ascribed, and who is represented as 
possessing the divine attributes. Sec on 
Is. lxiii. 9, and Dr. M'Caul’s Observa¬ 
tions appended to his translation of Kim- 
chi on Zechariah, chap. i. Vft specially 
points to the Angel as the object towards 
whom the conflicting efforts of the pa¬ 
triarch were directed. Of the circum¬ 
stances of his weeping and making sup¬ 
plication, no particular mention is made 
in Genesis, but they may be regarded as 
implied in the words, “ I will not let thee 
go, except thou bless me.” The struggle 
was not merely corporeal, it was also 
mental. The outward conflict was only 
a sign of that which was internal and 
spiritual. The prophet, as in the former 
reference, leaves the Israelites to make 
the application. If they would only now 


redeem their character as descendants of 
Israel, and show that they were entitled 
to the name, by sincerely and earnestly 
engaging in supplication to the God of 
their ancestor, they too should prevail, 
and obtain every necessary blessing. The 
third reference is to the narrative Gen. 
xxviii. 11-22, which contains an account 
of the scene at Bethel, and the promises 
which God then made, not to the patri¬ 
arch only, but also to his posterity. The 
nominative to , he found , is God, 
and not Jacob, as Abeuczra, Tanchum, 
and several others have attempted to 
maintain. The meaning is, that Jehovah 
afforded to the solitary traveller the gra¬ 
cious aid which his exposed situation ren¬ 
dered desirable. Vs — P'S , Bethel , is here 

« » mw 

the accusative of place, and is used with 
singular effect, in reference to the con¬ 
trasted appropriation of it by the patri¬ 
arch, and by his apostate posterity. The 
LXX. not perceiving this, have rendered 
it oTfcos^fb', the house of On, as elsewhere 
in this book. ijaiay, “ with us,” Aq. 
Symm. Thcod. Syr. Tanchum, Abul- 
walid, and several moderns, render as if 
it were yzV , “ with him ; ” but there is 
no variety of reading in the MSS., and 
r, 3 — is nowhere used of the third person 
singular. The LXX. have tt/j&s <z»toi>s , 
to them, as if they had read 'z'C'S , which 
so far as pronunciation is concerned, goes 
to confirm the Masorctic punctuation. 
That the prophet here speaks per koivuxjiv, 
identifying himself and his contempora¬ 
ries with their progenitor, in whose loins 
they may be said to have been, when he 
received the gracious promises which re¬ 
lated not to himself onlv, but also to his 

ft r 

posterity, is the interpretation advocated 
by Manger, Horsley, Ilitzig, Maurer, and 
ItoscnmUllcr. Comp. Ps. lxvi. 6 ; Ileb. 
vii. 9, 10. On the other hand, Ewald, 
following Jarchi and Joseph Kimchi, ren¬ 
ders the words , he trill speak 

with us, in the future, and considers the 
prophet to be announcing, that God would 
renew his communications at Bethel, pro¬ 
vided the Israelites returned to obedience. 
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6 Even Jehovah the God of hosts: 
Jehovah is his memorial. 


But though this seems less entitled to 
adoption, it cannot be denied that his 
design in the adduction of this instance 
was to lead his people to repentance, in 
order that they might inherit the prom¬ 
ised blessings. 

6 . i innin ,, i is expletive. Ewnld 
strangely gives to the combination the 
form of an oath : “beiJalive,” explain¬ 
ing it in his note, “wahr isf. das bei 
Jahve,” By Jehovah it is true ! The 
incommunicable name is here introduced 
for the express purpose of showing that 
He who had made promises respecting 
the posterity of Jacob, w’ould not prove 
unfaithful to his word. While ■'riVtt 

fiiioyn , the God of hosts , LXX. nauro- 
Kpdrut'p, conveys the idea of supreme and 
infinite power by which he is able to 
carry all his purposes into effect, his pe¬ 
culiarly distinctive name rr.rr', conveys 
that of immutable constancy , and, by 
implication, fidelity to his promises. Some 
refer the word to the root rnn , to exist, 
be ; but that it is to be derived from the 
cognate and more ordinary verb of exist¬ 
ence nvi, appears evident from Exod. 
iii. 14, where, in the explanation of the 
name, the form of the future is not rvet? , 

v v 

but rrns. But as *» is nevertheless 

•« , 

inserted in which also retains ■> 

i ; ’ 

preformant of the third person singular, 
it is impossible not to acquiesce in the 
opinion, that the noun is made up of 
rrn , He was , rin , He is. and riTn , 

T t V t V ; "■ 

He will be. What confirms this hypothe¬ 
sis, is the peculiar designation of God, 
Rev. i. 4, 8 . 'O tty /col 6 %y ko! 6 ipxduc- 
yos , He that is, and that was, and that is 
to come, which is merely a translation 
into Greek of these different forms of the 
verb. See Pococke on Joel i. ID. In 
this derivation Abcnezra and other Rab¬ 
bins concur; and, accordingly the second 
article of the Jewish creed concludes with 
the words mn rpn nrnVN nzV Kim 
rrm , “ And he alone is our God ; He 
was, He is, and He suall be.” It is 
a coincidence in no small degree remark¬ 
able, that this threefold description of the 
divine existence obtained both among the 


ancient Egyptians and Brahmins. On 
the Saitic temple of Isis was the inscrip¬ 
tion, ’Eycu fit itav rb ytyoyby ttal by nal 
iaifitvov, Kal rbv ifbv irr/rA ov oubeis it at 
byrfrbs a,y(nd\t/\pt, 11 1 am all that was, 
and is, and shall be, and no mortal 
hath ever uncovered my veil.” Plutarch 
de Iside. In the Bhagavat the Supreme 
Being thus addresses Brahma: — 4 ‘ Even 
I was at first, not any other being; that 
which exists unpereeived ; Supreme : 
afterwards I am that which is ; and 
He who must hemain am I.” Asiat. 
Researches, vol. i. p. 245. Cpmp. Zeus %v’ 
Z tits fort' Zeus efrtrerar & pcytL Ae Zeu* 
u Zeus was; Zeus is; Zeus shall be; O great 
Zeus ! ” Pausan. Phoe. x. 12 . Whether 
the name nin 1 ' was in use before the time 

i ; t 

of Moses, has been, and still is matter of 
dispute. That the patriarchs were un¬ 
acquainted with it, has been concluded 
from Exod. vi. 3, where God declares, 
that the name under which he revealed 
himself to them was Vs, God 

Almighty, but that he was not known 
to them by his name rrim, Jehovah. 

Since, however, w r e meet with this name 
not only in the history of the patriarchs, 
but also expressly employed by them¬ 
selves, as in Gen. xv. 2 , xvi. 2, xxii. 14, 
xxiv. 3, xxvii. 7, xxiii. 20,21, etc. it seems 
undeniable that they were acquainted w’ith 
it; so that what is meant by the words 
tnV "pyiia nV r.hrr ■'» 35 ,is l that God 

V t • : - r • - • 

had not caused them to experience the im¬ 
port of his name rs^rp, Jehovaii. Tor 

this signification of the phrase qt? yn*, 
to know a name, or, to know, eomp. Is. 
Iii. 6 , lxiv. 1 ; Jer. xvi. 21 . It had 
special reference to something future — 
the fulfilment of the promises which he 
had given them; and as these promises 
began to be fulfilled when he interposed 
for their deliverance from Egypt, there 
was singular propriety in its being selected 
as the name by which Moses w’as to an¬ 
nounce him to his people, on opening his 
commission to them. The same futurity 
of reference may be said to have contin¬ 
ued to attach to it all along till the advent 
of M .sfliah, in whom all the promises are 
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7 Thou, therefore, return to thy God; 

Observe mercy and judgment, 

Aud wait continually on thy God. 

8 As for Canaan, deceitful balances are in his hand; 
He loveth to oppress. 

9 Ephraim saith, Surely I am rich, 

I have acquired wealth ; 

In none of my labors am I chargeable with guilt. 


yea and amen, 2 Cor. i. 20 ; just as it is 
still prominently exhibited in 'O Ipxdptvos, 
The coming One, of the Apocalypse, 
which obviously respects the revelation 
of the Lord from heaven to fulfil the 
tnystery of God. Such interpretation 
alone goes to fully justify the emphatic 
statement made in the text of our prophet, 
4-i2T nin*', compared with Exod. iii. 15, 

-i V-irV *nrr nT, in which the Most 

; • ; ■ V 

High declares, that this name was to 
be employed for the purpose of perpetu¬ 
ating the knowledge of his character with 
respect to promised blessings. Comp, 
also Ps. cxxxv. 13. That it should have 
come into oral disuse among the Jews, 
could only have originated in a feeling 
of superstitious veneration, which led 
them to regard it as too sacred to be pro¬ 
nounced without profanation. The ear¬ 
liest trace of such superstition is thought 
to be found in the words, Ecclesiastic us 
xxiil. 9, hvopaxTiq, rov ay too pb ovveSbia&rjSt 
“ use not thyself to the naming of the 
Holy One; ” but Philo de Nomin. mutat. 
makes express mention of it. 'Whenever 
the Jews meet with it in the text, they 
read s, Loed, instead of it, except 
when it follows ■'31S, in which case 
the}- point it rrirp, and read E**n SK > 
God. Some are of opinion, that the 
present punctuation nirn is merely that 
of "K, the simple Sheva taking the 
place of Hateph-Patach, winch only 
occurs in connection with gutturals; but 
the employment of the two first syllables 
with precisely the same points in the 
formation of compound proper names 
manifestly goes to show that our present 
pronunciation is correct. Compare y t a i rr 
tnKrrr, ■jrarm., etc. The change of 
the Segol into Kametz may be accounted 
for on. the ground of the grave manner 

10 


in which the final syllable required to be 
accented, if it was not intended to stand 
for the second vowel of the preterite n*n. 

7. An exhortation to duty derived from 
whnt God had been, and would still, in 
accordance with the significant aspect of 
his name, in continuance be, to those who 
served him in sincerity. 

8 . Canaan, is the nominative 
absolute, introduced abruptly for the pur¬ 
pose of graphically describing the real 
character of the Ephraimitcs. The word 
may, indeed, be rendered merchant , but 
then ri'N, man , must be supplied; 

, a man of Canaan , meaning a mer¬ 
chant — the inhabitants of that country 
being the celebrated merchants of antiq¬ 
uity. The prophet seems rather to place 
the names of Canaan and Israel in an¬ 
tithesis ; in which there is great point, as 
the Israelites were accustomed to hold 
the Canaanites in the utmost contempt. 
Comp, Ezek. xvi. 3. Horsley renders 
a trafficker of Canaan , which "weakens 
rather than strengthens the antithesis. 
The fraudulent practices of merchants 
"were quite proverbial among the Jew’s. 
“ As a nail stieketh fast in the joinings 
of the stones, so doth sin slick close be¬ 
tween buying and selling.” Ecclcsiasti- 
eus xxvii. 2. 

9. The character assumed in the pre¬ 
ceding verse is here directly applied, only 
the ten tribes are represented as flattering 
themselves that they had employed no 
illegal means in acquiring their affluence. 
wcr’C', they shallfind, is used imperson- 

S A ^ 

ally. y is employed to denote the act 
of distortion or iniquity, stall its guilt 
or culpability. The words literally ren¬ 
dered are, with respect to all my efforts, 
they shall not fnd attaching to me iniq¬ 
uity which is sin; and the meaning is, 
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10 Yet I, Jehovah, am thy God from the land of Egypt; 

I will still cause thee to dwell in tents as on feast days. 
Ill have spoken to the prophets, 

I have multiplied visions; 

And through the prophets I have used similitudes. 


might be punished- “ The merchant 
imagines that it is not jwssible to get 
through business without some deceit; 
but he takes care not to commit any gmss 
or deadly act of delinquency, hoping that 
God will not be strict in regard to the 
rest.” — Michaelis 

10 . Commentators have been greatly 
divided in opinion as to whether these 
words are to be taken as a promise, or as 
a threatening. Those who take the latter 
view interpret the living in tabernacles 
of such a life as those lead who have no 
settled habitations, like the Israelites in 
the wilderness, or like those who assem¬ 
bled at the annual festivals, and who 
could only be accommodated in tents 
without the city. But, though such ex¬ 
egesis might at first sight seem to suit 
the connection, yet there is something so 
forced in comparing a state of captivity 
to that of the Hebrew nation during the 
celebration of the most joyful of all their 
festivals, that I am compelled to regard 
the verse as containing a promise of what 
God would still do for the Israelites on 
their rqxmtance and reformation. Those 
who arc familiar ■with the sudden and 
abrupt transitions which abound in Ilosea, 
and the frequency with which he inter¬ 
mingles promises with threalenings, will 
not bo surprised at this unexpected assur¬ 
ance of the divine clemency. The argu¬ 
ment is this : the Israelites have indeed 
acted a most wicked and deceitful part, 
and justly deserve to be forever cast off 
from all participation in my favor ; but I 
am still, what I have been from the begin¬ 
ning of their history, their covenant-God, 
and will yet cause them to renew their 
joy before me. That they were not to 
enjoy any such privilege in their apostate 
condition is taken for granted. The 
promise was fulfilled on the return from 
the captivity. 

11 . Jehovah adduces a further proof of 
the kindness of his disposition towards 
the nation — the abundant means of 


instruction which he had afforded them; 
while at the same time, the language is 
so worded as to draw their attention to 
the messages which the prophets had 
delivered. These messages contained the 
mast powerful dissuasives from idolatry, 
and the greatest encouragements to 
cleave unto the Lord. V? in ‘ri* 

, following a verb of an¬ 
nouncement, is equivalent to Vs, to, and 
is not to bo pressed so as to make it sig¬ 
nify the coming doicn or resting of inspir¬ 
ation upon the prophets. Comp. Job 
xxxvi. 33. LXX. ir pbs npocp'ffTas. If 
Hosea was one of the earliest of the He¬ 
brew prophets, whose books are now in 
our hands, reference must here be had to 
those who had flourished before his time, 
such as Ahijah the Shilonite, Sheinaiah, 
Iddo, Azariah, Hanani, Jehu, Jahaziel, 
Eliezer, Elijah, Elisha, Micaiah, Joel, and 
Amoz, not to include the hundred proph¬ 
ets of the Lord whom Obadiah hid in a 
cave, after Jezebel had put a number to 
death. Not only had Jehovah made 
numerous communications of his will 
through the instrumentality of these 
messengers, but he had employed such 
modes in making these communications 
as were calculated at once to gain and 
secure attention. Eor "rim , see on Is. i. 
1 . from nten , to be like, resemble ; 

7 " *! t t 

in Biel, to liken, employ, similes , or com¬ 
parisons ; or, in general, to use figura¬ 
tive language. In such language, includ¬ 
ing metaphor, allegory, comparison, pros- 
opopu'ia, apostrophe, hyperbole, etc., the 
prophets abound. They accommodated 
themselves to the capacity and under¬ 
standing of their hearers by couching the 
high and important subjects of which 
they treated under the imagery' of sensi¬ 
ble objects, and invested them with a 
degree of life and energy which could 
only be resisted by an obstinate determi¬ 
nation not to listen to religious instruc¬ 
tion. Though r;> 2 “S is in the future, it 
borrows its temporal signification from 
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12 Verily Gilead is iniquitous, 

Surely they are false : 

In Gilgal they sacrifice oxen; 

Their altars are like the heaps 
On the ridges of the field. 

13 Jacob fled to the country of Syria; 

Israel served for a wife ; 

Aud for a wife he kept the flocks. 

14 By a prophet Jehovah brought Israel up from Egypt, 
And by a prophet he was kept. 


the two preceding verbs, •rmcn and 
■tiysmr? , which are in the preterite; 

12. cs is not used here as a particle 
expressing doubt: it rather expresses the 
certainty of what is affirmed, as fol¬ 
lowing, evidently shows. The two places 
here mentioned were celebrated in the 
history of the Hebrews : — Gilead, on 
account of the solemn agreement which 
Laban and Jacob entered into there with 
each other; and Gilgal, on account of 
the general circumcision of the people, 
and the solemn observance of the pass- 
over when they had passed over Jordan. 
They are adduced by the prophet to re¬ 
mind the Israelites of the sacred obliga¬ 
tions under which they lav, and the 
sacred character which, as the peculiar 
people of God, they ought ever to sustain. 
Pointing, as it were, to the heap of stones 
which Jacob had erected in testimony of 
the transaction between him and Laban, 
Hosca asks, Is Gilead the scene of iniq¬ 
uity ? Are its inhabitants actually wor¬ 
shippers of idols i And then he fear¬ 
lessly charges them with idolatry. Both 
and are specially used of idols, 
in order to express their nothingness and 
vanity. The abstract stands for the con¬ 
crete. Bv rvbz, Gilead, is meant not 

w T * ■ 

merely the place, but its inhabitants. 
Comp, for the wickedness of the Gilead¬ 
ites, chap. vi. 8. VaVa, Gihjal, had also 
become desecrated by idolatrous practices, 
chap. iv. 15, ix. 15, which abounded to 
such an extent, that the number of the 
altars was like that of the heaps of stones 
which have been collected and left in 
various parts of the ridges of a field. In 
t'Va, heaps , comp. Josh. vii. 26, there is 
an obvious reference to the name 5 A a. 


Both are derived from VVa, to roll, roll 
stones , etc. For ms comp. chap, 

x. 4. 

13, 14. The argument of both these 
verses is the same, though it is only in 
the latter that it is expressly stated, viz. 
the divine goodness in preserving Jacob 
and his posterity. God was with the 
patriarch, according to his promise, and 
protected and prospered him all the time 
he was in servitude in Padan-arain ; and 
he likewise delivered his descendants from 
Egyptian bondage, and conducted them 
safely to the land of Canaan, fins: , 
Aramcea, Syria, the high country , from 
Cm, to be high; here specially the region 
betw'ccn the Euphrates and the Tigris, 

called on this account, Dmrrs Cns Aram 

_ _ * ■ 

of the two rivers, LXX. McaoiroTafiia, 
Mesopotamia. Being lower than the 
rest of Syria on the west, it is here called 
r.- v, .field, which corresponds to , a 

level or plain, Gen. xlviii. 7 ; hence 
Padan-aram. ikb , to keep , is used 
without ts c , sheep, in the sense of keep¬ 
ing a flock. See Gen. xxx. 31; 1 Sam. 
xvii. 20. To the verb as thus employed 
in its literal acceptation, ver. 13, the fig¬ 
urative use in -rawa , ver. 14, corresponds. 
The church of God is frequently com¬ 
pared to a flock. The , prophet, 
here referred to was Moses, who was so 
kqt' t^oxvv. See Exod. iv. 15, 16; 
Numb. xii. 6-8; Is. lxiii. 11, 12, The 
repeated reference to the Hebrew' legisla¬ 
tor in this character, was evidently in¬ 
tended to impress the minds of the Israel¬ 
ites w’ith a conviction of the necessity of 
attending to the messages which the Lord 
sent to them by his prophets. 
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15 Ephraim hath given most bitter provocation, 

Therefore will his Lord leave his blood upon him; 
And bring back upon him his reproach. 


15. . lit. bitterness, i. c. most 

bitter, or bitterly. The object of provo¬ 
cation is not expressed, but that it is 
Jehovah is clear from the following clause. 
The blood of Ephraim was, in ull prob¬ 
ability, that of human victims which had 
been shed in the service of Moloch, v: 

i 1 

his Lord, is improperly applied by Hors¬ 
ley to the king of Assyria. By ts -i n, 


his reproach^ is meant the disgraceful 
conduct of the ten tribes in abandoning the 
true God, as unworthy of their service, 
and transferring it to idols, r: -rs is the 
nominative as well as ton*r% 

and in our language the corresponding 
term Lord requires to be used before the 
former, and understood before the latter 
of the two verbs. 


CHAPTER XIIL 

After contrasting the prosperity of the tribe of Ephraim, during the period of its obedience 
to the divine laws, with the adversity which it hod suffered in consequence of idolatry, 1, 
the prophet proceeds In the some manner, as in the preceding chapter, to intermingle 
brief descriptions of Bin and guilt, 2, 6, 9,12; denouncements of punishment, 3, 7, 8,13, 
15,16; and promises of mercy, 4, 9,14. 


1 When Ephraim spake, there was tremor; 
lie was exalted in Israel; 

But he offended through Baal, and died. 


1 . Ephraim means here the tribe prop¬ 
erly so called, in distinction from the 
other tribes of Israel, mentioned imme¬ 
diately after. Such was the power and 
influence which it originally exercised 
over the rest, that they showed it the 
utmost deference, rrn, a aira£ \ty6- 
pevov, but obviously cognate with , 

O 

Jer.xlix. 24, Syr. Targ. 

z l 1 * '■ 

fear, trembling. In Poeocke’s Arab, 


MS. the words are rendered 



trembling fell upon men. And so Tan- 
chum, 


^JJQ ^ the mean¬ 

ing is, that men revered him, and trem¬ 
bled at his word. The same construction 
is adopted by Jerome, Kimehi, Abarbanel, 
Munster, Vatablus, Clarius, Drusius, 
Lively, Grotius, Rivetus, Tingstadius, 
Dathe, Kuinoel, Horsley, De Wette, 
Maurer, Noyes, and Hitzig. It is im¬ 
possible to approve the translation of 
Ewald : “ Wie Efraim redete Empo- 
rung, cs aufruhr machte in Israel," 
When Ephraim gave utterance to sedi¬ 
tion, it produced rebellion in Israel. 
Neither nor k'ss admit of being so 

«■ ; w r ° 

translated. To take rrn adverbially, 
and render it tremblingly , or trembling, 
as in our common version, though it 
affords an apt sense in itself, is less suited 
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2 And now they continue to sin, 

And make for themselves molten images, 
Idols of their silver according to their skill ; 
All of them the work of artificers; 

The men that sacrifice, say of them, 

Let them kiss the calves. 


to the connection. 6*35 occurs in the 

1 T 

sense of elevating one's self, Ps. lxxxix. 10; 
Nah. i. 5, or being exalted . Hence 5 ** 3 :, 
a prince. 3 in V *23 , has the force of, 
in Ufiioti with, in the matter of\ and 
marks the participation of the Ephrnim- 
ites in the sendee of Baal. T'n'tz . to die, 
is here to be taken in a civil or political 
sense; to lose one’s influence, become 
subject to misery, punishment, ete. It 
forms an antithesis to , to be exalted . 
No sooner did the Ephraimites forsake 
the true God and take up with idols than 
he inflicted judgments upon them, by 
which their power was weakened, and at 
last became entirely extinct — “ ex quo 
peccant, nulla jam est autoritate in pop- 
ulo Dei.” (Ecolampadius. “Vitaa:rum- 
nosa ct tristis pro morte eensetur; idcirco 
exules mortui dicuntur, et cxilium sep- 
uleliri nomine notatur, Ezech. cap. 37.” 
Rivet us. 

2 . This verse sets forth their persever¬ 
ance in idolatrous practices, notwith¬ 
standing the chastisements with which 
they had been visited. *n 2 t, the 

LXX. Yulg. Jar chi, Abcnczra, Abarba- 
ncl, Tanchum, Calvin, Piscator, Leo Juda, 
and among the modems, Schmid, J. H. 
Michaelis, Horsley, Hitzig, Stuck, and J. 
Fr. Schroder, render sacrifice, or sacrfl¬ 
eers of men, on the principle, that the 
presentation of human sacrifices is meant. 
This, however, was called in question by 
Kimchi, who explains, C*S 3 “ *23 

, the men toko come to sacrifice . To 
the same effect Munster, Piscator, Junius 
and Tremelius, Rivetus, Mercer, Glassius, 
Lively, Drusius, Bochart, our own and 
most of the authorized versions, Lowth, 
Ncwcomc, Boothroyd, Noyes, DeWette, 
Gesenius, Maurer, and Ewald. The rule 
of syntax laid down by Gesenius respect¬ 
ing this mode of construction, Lehrgcb. 
p. 678, is, that when a genitive following 
an adjective is a noun of multitude, or 
of the plural number, such adjective is 


particularly used in poetry for the pur¬ 
pose of designating those of the mul¬ 
titude to which the specified quality 
belongs. Instances are Isaiah xxix. 19, 
Qtx *2*P3$, the poor of men, i. c. 
those of mop who are poor; Micah 
v. 5, t*TN *2*02, the anointed of men, 
i. e. such of men as arc anointed. So 
in the present case, ■■nat* sacri- 
ficers of men, i. c. those of, or among 
men that sacrifice, which is merely a 
periphrasis for priests. Although, there¬ 
fore, it is a fact, that the ten tribes did 
sacrifice their children to Moloch, 2 Kings 
xvii. 17, it would be more than precarious 
to draw any such inference from the pres¬ 
ent passage, especially as the prophet men¬ 
tions the calves , of whose worship human 
sacrifices, so far as we know, formed no 
part. ^3 * C let them kiss the calces . 
It was customary for idolaters to give 
the kiss of adoration to the objects of 
their worship. This was sometimes done 
by merely touching the lips with the 
hand, to which reference is made Job 
xxxi. 27. Comp, Lucian tt cp\ O 
i. p. 918, edit. Bened. Minutius Felix, 
cap. 2 , ad fin, Apulcius Apol. p. 496. 
At other times the idol itself was kissed 
by the worshippers. Comp. 1 Kings xix. 
18. Thus Cicero tells us, that at Ar¬ 
gentum in Sicily there was a brazen 
image of the Tyrian Hercules whose 
mouth and chin were worn by the kisses 
of his worshippers — “ non solum id ven- 
erari, verum etiam osculari solcbant.” 
Act. ii. in Verrem,lib. iv. cap. 43. Noth¬ 
ing is more common in the Russian 
churches than for the devotees to kis 9 the 
picture of the virgin, or of St. Nicholas. 
The construction of the words cn trV 

3“is *n 2 t is some- 

what difficult. As usually divided they 
are interpreted thus: they, t. e. the Eph- 
raimites, soy of them, the images, let the 
saeri fleers kiss the calves; but it is better 
to take 2 it* * , n 2 T, the sacrificers , os in 
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3 Therefore shall they be like the morning cloud, 

And like the dew which early departeth, 

Like chaff blown by a whirlwind from the threshing-floor, 

And like smoke from the window. 

4 Yet I, Jehovah, have been thy God from the land of Egypt, 
Thou knewest no God besides me ; 

Nor was there any Saviour besides me. 

5 I regarded thee in the wilderness, 

In the land of burning thirst. 

6 As they were fed, so were they satiated; 

They were satiated, and their heart was lifted up; 

Therefore they forgat me; 

7 So that I became to them as a lion, 

I watched for them as a leopard by the way. 


8 I met them as a bear bereaved 

apposition with and exegetieal of fcr! 
t*>i)5S, they say , i. c. they, the men that 
sacriiice, say to the people, let them kiss 
the calves. While the priests presented 
the sacrifices, they encouraged the wor¬ 
shippers to come forward and kiss the 
objects of their adoration. 

3. Comp. chap. vi. 4. the thresh - 

ing floor, being an open area, generally 
on an eminence, was peculiarly exposed 
to the wind, which carried off the chaff, 
on its being trodden out, or separated 
from the grain. 5i3is, Aq. curb fcarajl- 
fiditTov, which Jerome explains, “ foramen 
in pariete fabricatum per quod fumas 
egreditur; M Symm. 011-7}?, oirij, an orifice ; 
Theod. icaTrouSoxn^i a hole for the passage 
of smoke . It is very common in the 
East for the light to be admitted, and the 
smoke to make its escape by the same 
passage or orifice in the wall. The idea 
of a speedy removal is that conveyed by 
all the images here employed. 

4. Comp. chap. xii. 10. The long 
addition in the LXX. is totally unsup¬ 
ported, and was most probably inserted 
in that version by some scholiast. 

5. Here I knew, contrasts with 

yrp in the preceding vrase, only it is to 
be taken in the 6ense of knowing effect¬ 
ively, taking notice of, caring for. Comp. 
Amos iii. 2. riuxbp, lit. thirstiness, 
great thirst, extreme drought , from , 

Arab. oS, sitivit, Comp, nnb, to bum, 


of her cubs, 

Arab. ^ arsit, sitivit, siti, arsit. 

Munster renders, “ terra siti ardente." 
Comp. Deut. viii. 15. 

6. GP-y-iTCS, according to their feed¬ 
ing, i. e. in proportion to their enjoyment 
of the provision which I made for them, 
feeding them with manna from heaven, 
and afterwards abundantly supplying 
their wants. It is equivalent to, •« as 
they were fed.” For the rest of the verse 
comp. Deut. xxxii, 13-15. 

7, 8 . t in is inferential, showing 
that what follows was the result of what 
is stated in the preceding verse. The 
context requires the verb to be taken in 
the past time. The images here employed 
are of frequent occurrence. Comp, job 
x. 16 ; Ps. vii. 2 ; Is. xxxviii. 13 ; Lam. 
iii, 10. i)S3, the leopard, so called from 

his spots or streaks. Arab. . macul- 

08 us fuit, maculis punctisve respersus 
fait; pardus. See Jer. xiii. 23, ^brrrt 
Triisistt I)a5. The leopard is noted 
for his swiftness, ferocity, and especially 
his cruelty to man. He lurks in the 
dense thicket of the wood, and springs 
with great velocity on his victim. With 
respect to the bear, Jerome remarks, 
14 Aiunt, qui, de best i arum scrips ere na- 
turis, inter omnes feras nihil esse ursa 
6ajvius, quum perdidcrit catulos vel in- 
dignerit eibis.” 31 being of common 
gender, the participle is put in the 



Chap. XIII. 


HOSEA. 


79 


And rent the caul of their heart; 

I devoured them there, as a lioness; 

The wild beast rent them in pieces. 

0 O Israel! Thou hast destroyed thyself, 
Nevertheless in me truly is thine help. 

10 Where is thy king now ? 

That he may save thee in all thy cities; 
And thy judges, of whom thou saidst, 
Give me a king and princes, 

111 gave thee a king in mine anger, 

And took him away in my wrath. 


masculine, though the female bear is 

meant. Comp. C'Vattt Ps. 

4 ■ ▼ “ 

cxliv. 14. ’-nip is the' pericardium, or 
membrane which contains the heart in 
its cavity, and is thus fitly called its 
enclosure. For , I watched , sixteen 

of De Rossi’s MSS. and one in the mar¬ 
gin, three ancient editions, and twenty- 
four others, the LXX. Syr. Yulg. and 
Arab, read Trijfi, Assyria , which some 
prefer, on account of the number of lions, 
panthers, tigers, etc. with which the re¬ 
gions of southern Asia abound. The 
text would then read, as a leopard , in 
the way to Assyria; but the common 
reading is more in accordance with the 
spirit of the passage. 

9. 1 take to be a noun with 

the suffix, thy destructionl i. c. the de¬ 
struction is thine own; thou hast brought 
it upon thyself by thy sins. It is, there¬ 
fore, equivalent to 44 thou hast destroyed 
thyself,” mid cannot be better rendered. 
Thus the Vulg. Perditio tua, Israel. 
Dathe, Ipsi cstis o Israelite! exitii vestri 
causa. Some, however, as KLmchi, sup¬ 
ply bi5r,,the calf; others, thy 

king, from the following verse; others, 
some other noun ; and take rnpj to be 
the third person singular of Piell Comp, 
for the form cVp, Deut. xxxii. 35 ; , 

Jcr. v. 13; Hos. i. 2; Jcr. 

xliv. 21. Is"ewcome unwarrantably adopts 
the rendering of the Syriac, “ I have de¬ 
stroyed thee.” Most of the modems 
give a hostile sense to the 2 in the fol¬ 
lowing tp.Tpp *3 , against me, against 
thy help; but, considering how frequently 
declarations of kindness arc mixed up 
with charges of evil* and that some verb 


denoting rebellion would be required to 
support such construction, it seems pre¬ 
ferable to give to **3 the common adver¬ 
sative signification of yet, nevertheless, 
and to regard the 3 in as the Beth 

Essentia , which renders the phrase much 
more emphatic than the pronoun, or the 
substantive verb would have done. It 
is equivalent to, In me is thy real help. 
Other sources may be applied to, and 
they may promise thee assistance; but 
from me alone efficient aid is to be ex¬ 
pected, and in me it is to be found. So 
our translators. Sec on Is. xxvi. 4. 
This exegesis is strongly supported, if not 
rendered absolutely necessary, by the 
pointed interrogations in the following 
verse. The LXX. tis ; turn¬ 

ing ^3 into "X, and omitting the second 
^ « < _ 

3 altogether. Thus aLso the Syr. 

* 

10, 11. •'ns is in all probability a me¬ 
tathesis for rr s , where / It is thus ren¬ 
dered by the LXX. Syr. Vulg. Targ. 
Abulwalid, Tanehum, Luther, Drusius, 
Mercer, Osiander, llivetus, Castalio, and 
by most modem expositors. It is also so 
taken by Gcsenius, Lee, 'Winer, and 
Fiirst; and alone suits the connection. 
Comp, in support of this interpretation, 

the combination tots n-’tf , Jud. ix. 38 ; 

■■ »■ ^ 

Job xvii. 15 ; Is. xlx 12. One of Ken- 
nieott's MSS. and perhaps another, one 
of De Rossi’s in the margin, read 
instead of ‘rrs, though probably by cor¬ 
rection. Another of De Rossi's has a 
note in the margin, stating that the word 
is so explained. The i is pleo¬ 

nastic, except it be regarded as introduc¬ 
ing the apodosLs. is so intimately 

connected with the past transactions im- 
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12 The guilt of Ephraim is bound up, 

His punishment is laid up in store. 

13 Tlie pangs of a woman in labor shall come upon him; 
lie is an unwise son, 

Otherwise he would not remain long 

In the place of the breaking forth of children. 

14 I will deliver them from the power of Sheol; 

I will redeem them from death: 


plied in 'i— thou aaidst, give 
me, that, though future in form, it can¬ 
not with any propriety be rendered oth¬ 
erwise than in the preterite. Some refer 
the circumstances here mentioned to the 
selection and removal of Saul; but it is 
more m keeping with the specialty of the 
prophet’s address to consider the king to 
be Jeroboam and his successors in the 
regal dignity ; and that the removal re¬ 
gards the frequent changes which took 
place in the history of the Israclitish 
kings, which proved a source of great 
calamity to the nation. See 2 Kings xv. 

12. The metaphors are here borrowed 
from the custom of tying up money in 
bags, and depositing it in some secret 
place, in order that it might be preserved. 
The certainty of punishment is the idea 
conveyed by them. Comp, for the former, 
Job xiv. 17; and for the latter Deut. 
xxxii. 34, Job xxi. 19. 

13. Another instance of two metaphors 
closely connected, the transition from the 
one to the other of which is, in the man¬ 
ner of the Orientals, rapid and unexpected. 
See Dathc’s very judicious note. It is 
not unusual in Scripture to compare the 
calamities of a people to the sorrows of 
childbirth. In addition to this the dan¬ 
ger and folly of Ephraim in protracting 
repentance, in the midst of the afflictive 
circumstances in which he was placed, is 

fitly compared to the extremely critical 

condition of a child on the point of being 
bom, but, owing to the want of strength 
on the part of the mother, or other cquscs, 
is detained in its passage from the womb. 
The LXX. ovtos A vi6s <rov 6 <pp6vipos has 
doubtless originally been oZros A viiz ou 
<pp6vipos. *o introduces the contrary of 
the preceding proposition, and is used 
elliptically for the sentence, “ For if it 


were not so,” etc. It may best be ren¬ 
dered into English by otherwise , else, or 
the like, py, time, is here to be taken 
adverbially, in the sense of for a time , 
long, etc. Winer, aliquod tempus, ali- 

quamdiu. Comp, the Arab, , when 

used in opposition to partt , the 

os uteri. Comp. 2 Kings xix. 3 ; Is. 
xxxvi. 3, lxvi. 9. Without a national 
Tra\iyyct't(rla, no prosperity could be ex¬ 
pected. It was for the Israelites by true 
repentance to accelerate and ensure their 
deliverance from threatened destruction, 
and their enjoyment of a new period of 
peace and happiness. 

14. The ideas of Sheol and Death were 
naturally suggested by the perilous cir¬ 
cumstances described in the preceding 
verse. Extinction as a people is there ap¬ 
prehended. Here it is viewed as having 
already taken place; and n gracious prom¬ 
ise is given of the restoration of the Is¬ 
raelites, and the complete destruction of 
the enemies by whom they had been car¬ 
ried into captivity. tfrom the hand , 

a common Hebraism for from the power . 
rr-B properly signifies to redeem, or buy 
loose , by the payment of a price; Vga, 
to avenge the murder, of a relative, and 
also to recover or redeem property by re¬ 
payment. Both verbs, however, are used 
in a more extended signification, and 
especially in reference to the deliverance 
of the Hebrews from Egypt, and from 
the captivity in Babylon. That V:SB, 
Sheol, and p * k , Death , are here to t>e 

™ V ^ 

taken in a figurative sense, with applica¬ 
tion to the state of the Israelites in the 
Assyrian and Babylonish captivity, de¬ 
prived os they were of all political exist¬ 
ence, and subject to the most gnevous 
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Where is thy destruction, O Death ? 
Where is thine excision, O Sheol ? 


Repentance is hid from mine 

calamities, the exigency of the passage 
imperatively demands. Comp. Is. xxvi. 
19. Respecting “nis interpreters are fax 
from being agreed. Symin. the Vulg. 
Covcrdale, Drusius, Tingstadius, Horsley, 
Lathe, Kuinoel, De Wctte, Noyes, Ros- 
enmiiller, Hcsselberg, and Maurer, take 
it to be the first person future of the sub¬ 
stantive verb n*n, to be; whereas the 
LXX. Aq. the fifth edition. (Paul, 1 
Cor. xv. 5o,) Syr. Arab. Abuhvalid, 
Tanchum, Junius and Tremcllius, Mer¬ 
cer, Xewcomc, Poothroyd, Ewald, and 
Ilitzig, consider it to be used as in ver. 
10 , for t roD, where f With the latter 

authorities I concur, partly on the ground 
that it is not likely the prophet would 
employ the same word in the same form 
in two different acceptations in verses 10 
and 14 ; and partly because I find -ns 
nowhere used absolutely as an apocopated 
future; but always with the Yau con- 
versivc prefixed. See for the full form 

rrns, chap. xiv. 6. To which add, that 

■ » t ■ 

the interrogation is more in keeping with 
the animated style of the passage. In¬ 
stead of the plural ^*72n, thy destruc¬ 
tions, one hundred and twenty-two MSS. 
originally five more, now two, and four 
of the early editions read thy de¬ 

struction in the singular. -121, Arab. 

^ • • ■ i 

■ ■ 

death ; specially the plague, pesti¬ 
lence ; the awful destruction of human 
life effected by it. lienee the LXX. 
mostly render it b6.va.ros ; here 5 /ktj, but 
in all probability originally vUv» for which 
Paul reads vinos, only transposing vikos 
and Kevrpov, by which latter term the 
LXX. render 2up, excision, cutting off, 
destruction. The cause of this transpo¬ 
sition is obvious. The apostle had just 
quoted the passage in Isaiah, agreeably 
to the version of Theodotion, in which 
vikos occurs, whereby he was reminded 
of the same words as occurring in Ilosea, 
anrl, under the influence of strong emo¬ 
tion, he commences his quotation with 
vinos prominently in his mind. Olshau- 
sen thinks vinos is a later form for vlnq. 

II 


eyes. 

Root stop, Arab. > a U V to cut , cut off\ 

destroy . That is the genuine read- 

• ■ 

ing, and that *p">^ , a goad , which some 

would substitute for it, in order to make 
the Hebrew correspond to ntvrpov, is to 
be rejected, may very conclusively be 
gathered from the similar occurrence of 
the words nui and sup together, Ps. 

V V V'V 0 

xei. 6. Comp. Deut. xxxii. 24. The 
import of this animated apostrophe, as 
used both by Jehovah in the prophet, and 
by the apostle, is, Where are now the 
effects of the destructive influence which 
you have exerted ? Your victims are 
recovered from your dominion : they are 
alive again, and shall no more be subject 
to your power. The speakers place them¬ 
selves as it were in the period after the 
resurrection : the former in that after the 
restoration from Babylon ; the other in 
that after the literal restoration of the 
dead to life at the last dav. Both look 

mt 

back, and triumphantly exult over the 
conquerors. With respect to the appro¬ 
priation of the words by the apostle in 
reference to the doctrine of tho*final res¬ 
urrection, it appears to be made, not in 
the way of proof, but merely to give ex¬ 
pression, in the triumphant language of 
the prophet, to the animated feelings 
which had taken possession of his breast. 
His direct quotation in the way of argu¬ 
ment is made from Is. xxv. 8, and con¬ 
sists of the words nareirdbrj 6 bdvaros els 
vikos . It would, therefore, be improper 
to identify the subject of which he treats 
with that treated of by our prophet. 
“Ncquc enim ex professo semper locos 
adducunt apostoli, qui toto contextu ad 
institutum quod tractant pertineant: sed 
interdum alludunt ad unum verbum 
duntaxat, aliquando aptant locum ad sen- 
tentiam per similitudinem, aliquando 
abhibent testimonia. — Atqui satis con¬ 
stat, Paulum illo 15 cap. 1 ad Corinth 
non eitnssc pTopheta? testimoniam ad eon- 
firmandum illam doctrinnm dc qua dis- 
serit.” Calvin in loc. See also Horsley's 
critical note. Efia, LXX. irapdK\qois t 
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15 Though he be fruitful among his brethren, 

Yet an cast wind, a wind of Jehovah, 

Shall come up from the desert, 

And dry up his fountain ; 

And his spring shall become dry: 

He shall spoil the treasure of all pleasant vessels. 

16 Samaria shall be punished, 

Because she hath rebelled against her God: 

They shall fall by the sword; 

Their infants shall be dashed in pieces, 

And their pregnant women shall be ripped up. 


SjT. |L.aa , Yulg. consolatio; but re¬ 
pentance bettor suits the connection. It 
expresses the immutability of the divine 
purpose, 'which had the deliverance of 
his people for its object. Comp. Horn, 
xi. 29. Horsley strangely refers the re¬ 
pentance to man, and not to God. 

15. This and the following verse set 
forth the devastation and destruction of 
the kingdom of the ten tribes, which was 
to precede the deliverance promised in 
that which precedes. "While the promise 
was designed to afford consolation to the 
pious, and encouragement to the penitent, 
the threatening was equally necessary for 
the refractory and profane, tnn, he, 
refers to Ephraim, ver. 12. an 

a.ira£ \ty. but obviously equivalent to 
the Hiphil of rn5, to be fruitful . 
It is here used with special reference to 
the name of c “n £ s, being the root whence 
it is derived, and not improbably exhibits 
K instead of 71, because it forms the first 
letter of the noun. The tribe of Eph¬ 
raim was the most numerous in regard to 
population, and was for a time in the 
most flourishing circumstances. That 
such is the signification of the verb, and 
that it is not to be rendered divide or 
separate, as in the ancient and several of 
the modem versions, nor act like a wild 
ass, which others exhibit, appears from 
the mention of a spring and a fountain, 
which naturally suggests the idea of a 
tree, the roots of which are plentifully 
supplied by their water. For CP-ip , see 
on chap. xii. 2, and Is. xxvil 8i ' nin 
rrirr, like vx, Job. i. 19, is the 

'^T ^ ft *ft 


genitive of cause, a wind caused, sent by 
or procee ding from Jehovah; not “ a gTeat 
wind," as some interpret. The Assyrian 

army is meant, rcizn He, i. e. 

• ■ 1 

the Assyrian, couched under the meta¬ 
phor of the destructive wind, shall plun¬ 
der every valuable article belonging to 
the Israelites. 

16. [Chap. xiv. 1.] This verse begins 
the following chapter in the Hebrew 
Bible, but it more intimately coheres with 
the preceding context. DrsP, LXX. 

a ■ 

h.<paui<j$ii<j*Tait Vulg. pereat. T.he word 
signifies to be guilty of crime, and to be 
treated as guilty, to suffer punishment, be 
punished. Samaria as the metropolis, 
and the source of all the calamities which 
wore coming upon the Israelites, is put 
as representing the whole nation ; but 
not to the exclusion of the peculiarly 
severe punishment which the inhabitants 
of that city had to expect, r.’n'xs, some 
render to embitter, pi'ovokc bitterly; but 
rebelling, resisting, striking against any 
one, are the ideas more properly conveyed 
by the verb. Thus the LXX. avr^arq 
Trpbs rbv fbebv avTr/s* The addition of 
the affix in rrriVs, u her God," gives 

t v* m n 

great emphasis in such connection. Comp, 
chap. xii. 10, xiii. 4. The aggravations 
of sin are increased by the relations sus¬ 
tained by the sinner. For the conclud¬ 
ing portion of the verse, comp. 2 Kings 
viii. 12, xv. 16 ; Amos i. 13. That such 
cruelties were not unknown among other 
nations, see Iliad vi. 58; — 

- fiTjb* fivriva yatrrtpi p^rijp 

Kovpov i&vra <p4poi, pqV ffr <f>vyor \ — 
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and Horace, Cami. iv. Ode 6. The con¬ 
struction riyyz 1 ' rpv'ir is ad seuswn , 
though not according to the strict rule of 


grammar, and may have been occasioned 
by the form of ssjfc-P immediately pre¬ 
ceding. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


This chapter contains an argent call to repentance, the supplication and confession expres¬ 
sive of which are put in a set form of words into the mouths of the penitents, 1—3. To 
encourage them thus to return to God, lie makes the most gracious promises to them, 4—7: 
tlicir entire abandonment of idolatry is then predicted, and the divine condescension and 
goodness are announced, 8; and the whole concludes with a solemn declaration, on the 
part of the prophet, respecting the opposite consequences that would result from atteution 
or inattention to his message. 


Return, O Israel! to Jehovah thy God: 

For thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. 

2 Take with you words, and return to Jehovah ; 

Say to him, 

Forgive all iniquity, and graciously receive us, 
Then we will render to thee the calves of our lips. 


1, 2. The n of direction in the im¬ 
perative rsrr; is, as usual, intensive, 
marking a strong desire on the part of 
the speaker that the action expressed by 
the verb might take place. For the 
emphasis attaching to the affix in 
“My God,” see on chap. xii. 16. ks: 
*p5 is a phrase of such frequent occur¬ 
rence with the meaning to pardon iniq¬ 
uity , that it is surprising how Horsley 
could insist upon its meaning to “ take 
away the sinful principle within us — the 
camal heart of the old Adam.” Ilia 
construction of zriu , “ accept as good, 
what, so regenerate, we shall be enabled 
to perform,” though sound divinity, is 
equally indefensible on the ground of 
philology, rrt; is used adverbially, bc- 
nigne , in bonam partem ; and the mean¬ 
ing is, graciously receive us back into thy 
favor. With respect to the interposition 
of the verb nrr\ , between Vb and 
it may be observed, that it is not a soli¬ 
tary instance of' such construction. See 
on Is. xix. 8, and comp. Job xv. 10. 


, calves or bullocks, used here met¬ 
aphorically for victims, sacrifices. The 
word occurring in the absolute form, 
some render -iZ'FZV CnS, bullocks our 
lips , as if the two nouns were in apposi¬ 
tion ; but there are instances of nouns 
thus put, which cannot be explained 
otherwise than in the construct, as to 
sense. Thus Deut. xxxiii. 11, 

■"“it 

Vttp , the loins of those who oppose him; 
Jud. v. 13, t3> the princes of 

the people; Prov. xxii. 21, rttS 
words of truth. Gcsenius supposes the 
governing noun to be mentally repeated, 
and that the full form would be 
IS'riS’o “' 13 , bullocks, the bullocks of our 

•' 1 L ■* ; J J 

lips. Such construction in full ho ad¬ 
duces in the instance Exod. xxxviii. 21, 
ri“~yrt “Siiten, the tabernacle, the 

M 9 1 ’ V ■ T m m m1 

tabernacle of testimony. Some would 
ehangef"i3 into fruit, on the ground 
of the reading found in the LXX. avra-ir- 
oSi/iei' KapTrbv gp.a>v, which is fol¬ 

lowed by the Syr. and Arab, and is sup¬ 
posed to have been, borrowed by the apostle, 
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3 Assyria si mil not save ns; 

We will not ride upon horses ; ^ 

Neither will we say any more, “ Our gods,” 

To the work of our hands: 

For by thee the destitute is pitied. 

4 I will heal their apostasy; 

I will love them freely; 

For my anger is turned away from them. 

5 I will be as the dew to Israel; 


Hcb. xiii. 15. There is, however, no 
variety in ihc Hebrew MSS.; while the 
Targum and all the other authorities sup¬ 
port the textual reading. The LXX. 
have c ommitted a similar mistake in ren¬ 
dering TV'S, her bullocks , rots Kapirols 

auTT] y, her fruits , Jcr. 1. 27. ihc con¬ 
jecture of Focockc, that they used nap - 
irbs in the sense of Kaprrwpa, which they 
employ to express sacrifice, oblation , 
etc., is less probable. See the important 
note of Horsley. The prophet’s meaning 
is, Wc will render, in grateful return for 
thy forgiving and restoring mercy, the 
only sacrifices worthy of it — our tribute 
of thanksgiving and praise. For such 
use of E b's , to requite , render back, comp. 

Ts. lvi. 12, tv-riP cV-Sb 1 wiU ren - 
der thanks unto thee: so that the con¬ 
struction proposed by some, “ wc will 
offer the sacrifices which our lips have 
vowed,” cannot be regarded os unexcep¬ 
tionable, even if it were in keeping with 
the spirit of the passage. The only par¬ 
allels fully corresponding to it are Ps. li. 
15-17, lxix. 31, 32. 

3. Three of the sins to which the ten 
tribes were specially prone are here im¬ 
plied: dependence upon the aid of the 
Assyrians; application to Egypt for horses 
in direct violation of the divine command, 


destitute circumstances in which the Is¬ 
raelites had been, while in a state of 

separation from the Lord. 

4 . Qnavctt is not, with Horsley, to 
be rendered u their conversion , M but their 
apostasy . See on chap. xi. 7. 

lit. spontaneousness, willingness, is used 
adverbially for willingly, liberally , freely. 

It is derived from sns , Arab. ulU, 

■ • * 

instiqavit, impulit , ad aliquid; agilis in 
conjicienda re promptusque vir; genero- 
sus ; and is expressive of the free, un¬ 
merited, and abundant love of God 
towards repentant sinners. ^ 5 'fr'O , ‘ ‘ from 
him,’' i. c. Israel, the collective noun, 
vcr. 2, resolved by the Syr. Lat. and 
other translators into a plural. 

5 , G. The love of God to his people, 
and its effects in their happy experience, 
are here couched in similes borrowed 
from the vegetable kingdom* The dew 
is very copious in the East, and, by its 
refreshing and quickening virtue, sup¬ 
plies the place of more frequent rains in 
other countries. Kimchi thinks that the 
constancy with which the dew falls is 
the point here more specially referred to, 
and to which the divine blessing is com¬ 
pared. J“i 3 T iri * lilies , abound in Palestine, 
even apart from cultivation. There are 
two kinds; the common lily, which is 


Deut. xvii. 16; Is. xxxi. 1; and idol¬ 
atry. These they now forever renounce, 
and avow their determination henceforth 
to trust in Jehovah alone; adding as the 
reason of such determination, the expe- 


pcrfectly white, consisting of six leaves, 
opening like hells; and what the Syrians 

call the royal lily, 

the 6tem of which is about the size of a 


rience which they had had of the divine 

favor in time of need, nrtt is here used 

■ ■ 

in a causal sense, because for, forasmuch 
as. Comp. Gen. xxxi. 29 ; Eccles. iv. 
9. tir^, orphan is applied in this place 

metaphorically to the unprotected and 


finger in thickness, and which grows to 
the height of three and four feet, spread¬ 
ing its flowers in the most beautiful and 
engaging manner. Comp. Matt. vi. 29. 
To these productions the moral beauty 
of regenerated Israel is very aptly com- 
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He shall blossom as the lily, 

And strike his roots like Lebanon. 

6 His suckers shall spread forth, 

And his beauty shall be as the olive tree, 

And his fragrance as Lebanon. 

7 They that dwell under his shade shall revive as the com, 
And shoot forth as the vine: 

Their fame shall be as the wine of Lebanon. 

8 Ephraim shall say, 

What have I any more to do with idols ? 


pared. For Lebanon , see on Is. x. 34. 
The mountain stands here by metonymy 
for the trees which grow upon it, such as 
the celebrated cedars, whose roots striking 
far in depth and length into the ground, 
give them a firmness which no storms can 
shake. The ideas of strength and sta¬ 
bility are those conveyed by the simile, 
whether we refer the roots to the trees, 
or, metaphorically, to the mountain it¬ 
self; but the amplification in the follow¬ 
ing verse renders the former the prefer¬ 
able construction. is often used, not 

merely of continued, but of increased 
action, and here denotes to spread out as 
the suckers or small branches of trees. 
The olive is frequently referred to, on 
account of its beautiful gTcen, and the 
pleasing ideas associated with its produce. 
Though the former only is expressed, yet 
the idea of fragrance is implied, only it 
is with the strictest propriety extended 
in the following clause to the whole of 
Lebanon, on account of the number of 
odoriferous trees and plants with which 
it abounds. In these verses, the render¬ 
ing frankincense, which Ncwcome prefers 
to Lebanon, is not to be admitted. The 
stability, extension, glory, and loveliness 
of the church of God are forcibly set 
forth. 

7. The Israelites are represented as 
again enjoying the protection of the Most 
High, and affording the most convincing 
proofs of prosperity. is used as aux¬ 
iliary to ; both verbs, in eueh connec¬ 
tion, signifying nothing more than revive, 
thrive again, or the like. The pronomi¬ 
nal affix in his shade , refers to Je¬ 
hovah ; but in , his celebrity , fame , 
to Israel, understood, as before, collec¬ 


tively, but best rendered in the plural 
"OB•*, the construct with the pre¬ 
position, as in in “bin, Fs. ii. 12. Mod¬ 
em travellers concur in their high com¬ 
mendations of the excellence of the wines 
of Lebanon. Von Trail, in particular, 
says, «* On this mountain are very valu¬ 
able vineyards, in which the most excel¬ 
lent wine is produced; such os I have 
never drunk in any country, though in 
the course of fourteen years I have trav¬ 
elled through many, and tasted many 
good wines.” 

8 . Several interpreters take Q-nss to 
be in the vocative sense, but, as it seems 
harsh to refer the words immediately fol¬ 
lowing to Jehovah, it is better to regard 
it as a nominative absolute, and to supply 
-iKtr thus: — As for Ephraim — the tribe 
distinguished above all the rest for its 
addietedness to idolatry, and the fit rep¬ 
resentative of the whole people — his 
language in future shall be, etc. For ■'V, 
to me, the LXX. read , to him, which 
facilitates the construction, and is adopted 
by Ewald, but without sufficient author¬ 
ity. J, is not without emphasis in 

this connection, in which mention is 
made of idols. signifies to view with 
regard and care , care for , watch over . 
Every provision should henceforth be 
made for the protection and prosperity 
of restored Israel. rina, the cypress , 
with all its tall and fair cver-grcen ap¬ 
pearance, not being a fruit-bearing tree, 
it is added with singular effect, that in 
this respect there existed a difference be¬ 
tween the object mid the subject of the 
metaphor. The children of Israel should 
not only enjoy protection and refreshment 
as the result of the divine favor, but rich 
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I have answered him, and will regard him; 

I am like a green cypress ; 

From me thy fruit is found. 

9 Who is wise, that he may understand these things; 
Prudent, that he may know them ? 

For the ways of Jehovah are right; 

The righteous shall walk in them; 

But the rebellious shall stumble in them. 


supplies of spiritual provision lor their 
support. Such supplies were to be found 
in God alone. Manger thinks there is 
here a dialogistic parallelism, which he 
exhibits thus: —»■ 

ErHiiAiM. "What have I further to do 
with idols ? 

God. I have answered him, and will 
regal’d him. 

Emit aim. I am like a green cypres9. 

God. From me is thy fruit found. 

9. These words form an epilogue or 
conclusion to the whole book. The in¬ 
terrogation is employed for the purpose 
of excitement and to give energy to the 
truths conveyed. It is worthy of remark 
that this is the only verse in which the 
prophet uses the righteous, or 


any synonymous term, m the course of 
his recorded prophecies. So awfully de¬ 
praved were the times in whieh he lived, 
that the very character had disappeared. 
The contrasted characters and states of 
the godly and the wicked are pointed and 
affecting. , to walk , signifies here to 

go forward prosperously; to stumble, 

so as to fall to one’s injury and utter ruin. 

4 ‘-anfractu et liberam ab omni 

Hanc Justus teret, hoe semper se in calle 
tenebit, 

Fclicique gradu ad requiem contendat 
amicam. 

At defectores videas impingcre in iis- 
dem, 

Exitiumquesibi factis properare ecelestis." 
—Ilittershus ius* 



JOEL 


PREFACE. 

We possess no further knowledge of Joel than what is furnished by the 
title of his book, or may be gathered from circumstances incidentally men¬ 
tioned in it. That he lived in Judah, and, in all probability, at Jerusalem, we 
may infer from his not making the most distant reference to the kingdom of 
Israel; while, on the other hand, he speaks of Jerusalem, the temple, priests, 
ceremonies, etc. with a familiarity which proves them to have been before his 
eyes. 

With respect to the age in which he flourished, opinions have differed. 
Bauer places him in the reign of Jchosliaphat; Credner, Winer, Krahmer, 
and Ewald, think he lived in that of Joash; Vitringa, Carpzov, Moldenhaucr, 
Eichhorn, Holzhausen, Theincr, Roscnmuller, Knobel, Ilcngslenberg, Gescn- 
ius, and De Wcttc, in that of Uzziah; Steudcl and Bertholdt in that of IIcz- 
ekiah; Tarnovius and Eckermann assign the period of his activity to the days 
of Josiah; while the author of Sedar Olam, Jarelii, Drusius, Neweome, and 
Jahn, are of opinion that he prophesied in the reign of Manasseh. The most 
probable hypothesis is, that his predictions were delivered in the early days 
of Joash; that is, according to Credner, b. C. 870 — 8G5. No reference being 
made to the Babylonian, the Assyrian, or even the Syrian invasion, and the 
only enemies of whom mention is made being the Phoenicians, Philistines, 
Edomites, and Egyptians, it seems evident that Joel was unacquainted 
with any but the latter. Ilad he lived after the death of Joash, he could 
scarcely have omitted to notice the Syrians when speaking of hostile powers, 
since they not only invaded the land, but took Jerusalem, destroyed the 
princes, and carried away immense spoil to Damascus, 2 Cliron. xxiv. 23, 24. 
The state of religious affairs as presented to view in the book is altogether in 
favor of this position. No mention is made of idolatrous practices; while, on 
the contrary, notwithstanding the guilt which attached to the Jews, on account 
of which Jehovah brought judgments upon the land, the principles of the 
theocracy are supposed to be maintained; the priests and people are repre¬ 
sented as being harmoniously occupied with the services of religion ; and 
Jerusalem, the temple and its worship, appear in a flourishing condition. Now 
this was precisely the state of things during the high-priesthood of Jchoiada, 
through whose influence Joash had been placed upon the throne. See 2 Kings 
xi. 17, 18, xii. 2-16 ; 2 Chron. xxiv. 4-14. It will follow that Joel is the oldest 
of all the Hebrew prophets whose predictions have come down to us. 

The delivery of his prophecy was occasioned by the devastations produced 
by successive swarms of locusts, and by an excessive drought which pervaded 
the country, and threatened the inhabitants with utter destruction. This 
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calamity, however, was merely symbolical of another, and a more dreadful 
scourge — the invasion of the land by foreign enemies, on which the prophet 
expatiates in the second chapter. In order that such calamity might be re¬ 
moved, he is commissioned to order an universal fast, and call all to repent¬ 
ance and humiliation before God; to announce as consequent upon such 
repentance and humiliation, a period of great temporal prosperity; to predict 
the effusion of the Holy Spirit at a future period of the history of his people; 
to denounce judgments against their enemies; and to foretell their restoration, 
from the final dispersion. 

In point of style Joel stands preeminent among the Hebrew prophets. He 
not only possesses a singular degree of purity, but is distinguished by his 
smoothness and fluency; the animated and rapid character of his rhythmus; 
the perfect regularity of his parallelisms; and the degree of roundness which 
he gives to his sentences. He has no abrupt transitions, i9 everywhere con¬ 
nected, and finishes whatever he takes up. In description he is graphic and 
perspicuous; in arrangement lucid ; in imagery original, copious, and varied. 
In the judgment of Knobel, he most resembles Amos in regularity, Nahum in 
animation, and in both respects Habakkuk ; but is surpassed by none of them. 
That what we now possess is all he ever wrote, is in the highest degree improb¬ 
able : on the contrary, we should conclude from the cultivated character of 
his language, that he had been accustomed to composition long before he 
penned these discourses. Whatever degree of obscurity attaches to his book, 
is attributable to our ignorance of the subjects of which it treats, not to the 
language which he employs. 



CHAPTER I. 


After summoning attention to tlie unexampled plague of locusts with which the country hod 
beeu visited, 2—4, the prophet excites to repentance by a description of these insects, 5—7, 
and of the damage which they had doue to the lields and trees, 8—12; calls the priests to 
institute a solemn season for fasting and prayer, 13, 14; and bewails, by anticipation, a 
more awful visitation from Jehovah, 15, while he further describes the tremendous effects 
of the calamity under which the country was suffering, 1C—20. 


1 The word of Jehovah which was communicated to Joel, the son 

of Pethuel: 

2 Hear this, ye a^ed men 1 

7 * O 

Give ear, all ye inhabitants of the land! 

Did such as this happen in your days, 

Or, in the days of your fathers ? 

3 Tell your children of it, 

And let your children tell their children, 

And their children another generation. 


1. Vs r“n vis nin 1 ' -an, the usual 

introductory formula employed to express 
the communication of divine revelations 
to the prophets, or the divinely inspired 
matter which they were commissioned to 
teach. Comp. IIos. i. 1; Mie. i. 1; Zeph. 
i. 1; Mai. i. 1. The name Vt^.'', Joel , 
Jerome interprets apxdg-tvos, id est incip- 
iens, referring it to the verb Vs', which 
signifies to begin; but that he was not 
ignorant of another derivation is evident 
from his commentary, in which, after 
giving incipicns, he adds, vcl est Deus. 

It is, however, beyond all doubt com¬ 
pounded of rhrr, in one of its more con¬ 
tracted forms, and Vs , and signifies, Je¬ 
hovah is God. M'ho Vs^rs, LXX. 

_ ■ ■ m 

Ba^oidjA, Pethuel , the father of our 
prophet was, we are not informed. The 
introduction of his name was necessary 
in order to distinguish the present Joel 
from others of the same name, and can¬ 
not be admitted in proof of his having 
been a prophet or some person of emi¬ 
nence. It was common among the 
Hebrew’s, as it still is among the Orient¬ 
als, to add the name of the father to that 
of the son, 

13- 


2, 3. These verses contain an animated 
introduction to the following subject. 
TNT, properly this, the feminine accord¬ 
ing to the Hebrew’ idiom being used for 
the neuter, but it occurs here elliptically 
for TX7D , like this y such , the like, and 
refers to the astounding calamity of the 
locusts about to be described. and 

* v 

yrsn frequently occur as parallel initi¬ 
atives in Hebrew poetry. See (ien. iv. 
23 ; Deut. xxxii. 1 ; Is. i. 2. For the 
latter verb, is sometimes used. 

See Is. xxviii. 23; Mie. i. 2 . d'^t 


is 


here to be understood, not in the olheial 
sense of elders , but in that of aged men, 
as the connection show’s. Those who 
w’ere most advanced in years, and might 
be expected to have their memories stored 
with ancient occurrences, are appealed to 
for a parallel to the ease referred to. 
Comp. Deut. xxxii. 7 ; Job. xxxii. 7. 

is often used in the sense of ances¬ 
tors, forefathers , rt in rs ’ VV , like rsi, 
yefers to the plague of locusts. t':z -: z, 
children s children , is not unfrequent, but 
the language here employed by Joel is 
cumulative beyond example. 

41 Et nati natorum, et qui nascentur 
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4 That which the gnawing locust hath left, 

The swarming locust hath devoured : 

And that which the d warming locust hath left, 


ab fflis.” JEncid iii. 98. 

Kal TreuSes iraltiw, rol Kf v fier6ma^€ 
yciwvrai* Iliad, xx. 308. 

4 . The plague, which occasioned the 
following discourses of the prophet, is 
now described in terse, though repetitious 
terms. This verse may be considered as 
the text on which he afterwards expati¬ 
ates. Interpreters have found great diffi¬ 
culty lx>th in determining the precise 
signification of the several terms employed 
to describe the scourge, and the light in 
which it was designed to be understood. 
While some arc of opinion that different 
kinds of insects are meant, most are 
agreed in considering locusts to be in- 

o o 

tended. Yet here again discordant views 
obtain : some insisting on different species 
of locusts, and others on different states 
of the same species. Credner, for in¬ 
stance, in a work on our prophet, full of 
erudition, considers ct} to be the migra¬ 
tory locust; the young brood; pV 1 . 

the young locust in the last state of trans¬ 
formation ; and V*cn the perfect locust. 
The locust belongs to the genus of insects 
known among entomologists by the name 
of grylli, wliich includes the different 
Gpncics, from the common grasshopper to 
the devouring locust of the East. The 
largest of the latter is about three inches 
in length; has two antennae, or horns, 
about an inch long, and two wings, 
which, with their coses, are applied ob¬ 
liquely to the sides of the body when in 
repose. The feet have only three joints, 
but are six in number. The two hind 
ones arc much larger than the rest, and 
arc formed for leaping. The locusts arc 
of different colors, brown, gray and spot¬ 
ted. In all stages, from the larvae to the 
perfect insect, the locusts arc herbivorous, 
and do immense injury to vegetation. 
The subject so far as it occurs in Scripture, 
may be said to have been almost exhausted 
by the learned Bochart, in his Hierozoi- 
con, Pars Post. Lib. iv. cap. i. — viii. 
The fourth chapter he specially devotes 
to the explanation of the passages in 


Joel. See also fE dm aim’s Vermischte 
Sainmlungen, and Crcdncr’e Joel. The 
first name, cta, occurs only here and 
Amos iv. 9, and is rendered by the LXX. 
ndfiirq', and by the Vulg. eruca, cater- 
pillar. This interpretation is supported 
by the Targ. tiVrn , the crawling insect , 
by which, however, may be meant the 
locust in its wingless state. The Syr. 


► 0 


renders the word by locusta 

non alata. It is evidently derived from 
the same root with the Arab. -» • —^ res- 

ecuit, amputavit* secans; Eth* 

_ 7 

cxcidit , abscidit; Syr. 


incidit; Talmud. tT 3 , amputavit; and 
expresses the knawing or cutting action 
of the sharp teeth of the locusts on the 
leaves, and c-vcn the bark of trees. Comp. 
Plin. Nat. Hist, lib, ii. cap. 29: omnia 
vero morsu erodentes. is the gen¬ 

eric name of the locust, so called from 
the almost incredible numbers which breed 
in different parts of the East; being de¬ 
rived from nan, to multiply, be numerous, 
etc. Comp. Jcr. xlvi. 23, naneOfi 
more numerous than the locusts. From 
its migrating in swarms it is called by 
Forskal gryllus gregarius, and by Lin¬ 
naeus, gryllus migratorius . By the LXX. 
the word is rendered seventeen times 
by axpls, the common locust; thrice by 
$pouxos, the unwinged locust, which 
browses on the grass; once by IpvotjS tj, 
mildew; and once by arre\a$os, the 
young or small locust. That nans is 
generic, appears from Lev. xi. 22 , where 

we read, nant<n, the locust accord - 

• * . 1 

ing to its species. The third name, 
from pV , equivalent to pp,^5, to lick, des¬ 
ignates the locust as licking off the leaves, 
and whatever is green on the trees, grass, 
etc. This derivation is preferable to that 
proposed by Michaclis, who refers the word 

to the Arab. properavit, volubilis 
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The lieldn^ locust hath devoured; 

o 

And that which the licking locust hath left, 
The consuming locust hath devoured. 


fuit, or albus fuit , and thinks 

that the chafer is meant. In Nah. iii. 
16, it is represented as winged , and in 
Jcr. li. 27, it is described as -i>2C, rough, 
bristly, terrific . LXX. fipovxos four 
times; anp\s thrice. V*CR, the remain¬ 
ing term comes from Von , to consume , 
devour . LXX. f}povx os » or fipovKos* 

. o > v 

Vulg. rubigo, mildew. Syr. jjo,?. 

O 'S > 

which Risius, the Archbishop of Damas¬ 
cus, describes as Tcscmbling the locust, 
only differing from it, inasmuch as it 
never migrates, and confines its ravages 
to the fruits and herbs, but leaves the 
trees untouched. It is also noted for the 
noise which it makes at night. A com¬ 
parison of the different passages in which 
these names occur, renders it more than 
probable that they are here employed by 
the prophet, not with any reference to 
the species into which the locusts may be 
scientifically divided, but to designate 
four successive swarms, according to cer¬ 
tain destructive qualities, by which, as a 
genus of insects, they arc distinguished, 
and thereby to heighten the terror which 
his description was intended to produce. 
Just as Job accumulates the terms 
ms, ?nr, d“TE5» and 

chap. iv. 10, 11, with a similar view. 
They are rather poetical synonymes, than 
distinctive of different species. At all 
events, that locusts arc meant, may be 
inferred from the facts, that wherever ?, b' 
occurs, with the exception of a single 
passage, it occurs along with ns “is ; and 
that nz-s, which Moses uses in describ¬ 
ing one of the plagues of Egypt, Exod. 
x. 10-20, is not only employed by the 
Psalmist, lxxviii. 46, ev. 34, but also 
Vcn and pV, as synonymous terms, for 
the sake of variety. Add to which that 
the verb Vc n from which Vc n is derived, 
is employed to express the action of the 
, Deut. xxviii. 38, r.2“isn ijsVcrr, 
“the locust shall consume it." In the 
translation I have given the meaning of 


the several names in terms expressive of 
the qualities suggested by each. The 
passage might otherwise be rendered with 
Noyes : — 

u That which one swarm of locusts loft, 
a second swarm hath eaten ; 

And that which the second left, a third 
swarm hath eaten; 

And that which the third left, a fourth 
swarm hath eaten.” 

It is a question of greater importance : 
Arc the statements of Joel in the first 
and second chapters to be understood 
literally of these insects, or figuratively 
of enemies that were to invade and lay 
waste the Iloly Land ? The latter is the 
more ancient opinion. It is that of the 
Targum, the Jews whom Jerome con¬ 
sulted, aud Abarbanel; and is, with vari¬ 
ous modifications, adopted by the follow¬ 
ing Christian interpreters : Jerome, Eph¬ 
raim Syrus, Thcodoret, Cyril of Alexan¬ 
dria, Hugo de St. Vincent, Ribera, San¬ 
chez, a Lapide, Luther, Grotius, Markins, 
Bcrtholdt, Theiner, Steudel, and Ilcngs- 
tenberg. On the other hand, Abcnezra, 
Jarchi, Kimchi, Lyranus, Yatablus, Joh. 
Schmidius, Jahn, Eiclihom, Rosenmiillcr, 
von Coelln, Justi, Credner, and Ilitzig, 
maintain that the language is to be un¬ 
derstood literally of locusts. This inter¬ 
pretation has certainly much in its favor, 
and if it could without violence be ap¬ 
plied throughout, might fairly be adopted. 
But the announcement of a second and 
more awful judgment, chap. i. 1<3, ii. 1, 
2 ; the distinct recognition of a foreign 
rule, ii. 17 ; and the assignment of the 
North as the native country" of the enemy, 
ii. 20; present insuperable obstacles to its 
adoption. Sec on these verses. There 
seems no possibility of effecting a consist¬ 
ent interpretation on any other principle 
than that laid down and defended by 
Cramer, Eckcrmann, and Ilolzhauscn, 
viz: that in the first chapter, Joel describes 
a devastation of the country which had 
been effected by natural locusts; but 
predicts in the second its devastation by 
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5 Awake, ye drunkards! and weep; 
Howl, all ye drinkers of wine! 

On account of the sweet wine, 

For it is made to cease from your mouth. 

6 For a nation hath come up upon my land, 
Mighty and innumerable; 

Their teeth are the teeth of a lion; 

They have the grinders of a lioness. 


political enemies, in highly-wrought met¬ 
aphorical language, borrowed from the 
scene which he had just depicted. 

5. ypn the lliph. of y* p, is here 
.a, like the cognate root yj^, Gen. ix. 
24, in the sense of awaking from a sleep 
occasioned by wine. Since, however, the 
persons addressed had been deprived of 
the means of intoxication, the prophet 
is rather to be understood as borrowing 
the term from the state in which they 
had too often been found. being 

v ■ 

parallel with y , drinkers of wine % 
does not here mean persons actually in¬ 
toxicated , but such as were in the habit 
of using intoxicating liquors, and by 
implication, to excess. Thus Kimchi: 
ya “arw*r;*5 cVinn t ye who arc 
accustomed to make yourselves drunk with 
wine. It 19 derived from , to drink 

to the full. Arab. implcvit, vas, 

ebrius fait. Hence nssj , strong , or in¬ 
toxicating drink , whether wine itself, or, 
more commonly, liquor resembling wine, 
which is distilled from barley, honey, or 
dates, and sometimes mingled with spices, 
By D*C J! , is meant the fresh wine , or 
juice of the grape, or other fruit, which 
has just been pressed out, and is remark¬ 
able for its sweet flavor, and its freedom 
from intoxicating qualities. R. tty, to 
tread, tread down, or out. Targ. 
r* : s , jnire wine. It differs from 
inasmuch as the latter term is confined 
to the juice of the grape; and being 
derived from ti/ , to take possession of. 

"f (/ * 

indicates that however new, it had already 
obtained an inebriating quality. The 
locusts are here represented as specially 
attacking and destroying the vines and 
other fruit-trees, from the produce of 

which these wines were prepared. To 


such they are known to be very destruc¬ 
tive. Comp. Thcocrit. Idyll. 5, 108, in 
which a shepherd beseeches them not to 
injure his vines: 

'AfcplScs, t hr <ppaypbv irTrepireSTjTe Tbs' 

M 7i ficv \u>&a(r€(r&€ ras a/i7re\ar* yap 

#/9ai. 

r,-p properly signifies to cut, cut off ’ but 
here, as wine is the subject spoken of, it 
must be taken in the sense of destroying , 
or causing to cease. 

6. -'is, nation, especially used of for¬ 
eign, barbarous and profane nations, and 
here selected on purpose to express the 
number and hostility of the locusts, and 
at the same time to prepare the minds of 
the Jews for the allegorical use made of 
these insects in chap. ii. If it had not 
been for some such end, the prophet might 
have adopted the term ty, people, which 
Solomon applies to the ants, Frov. xxx. 
25, 26, and which would equally have 
conveyed the idea of multitude. Comp, 
chap. ii. 2. This metaphorical use of 
the term is common in the classics. See 
instances in Bochart and Gesen. Ileb. 
Lex. in voc . ■'is. The Arabs employ 

aLo| in a similar way. Vy r:Vy is used 

in a hostile sense of an army, Is. vii. 1; 
but here figuratively of the locusts. In 
■•y-iN, ,( my land,” the pronominal affix 
belongs to Jehovah, not to the prophet. 
Comp. Is. xiv. 25 ; Jer. xvi, 18 ; Ezek. 
xxxvi. 5, xxxviii. 16. Joel ii. 18. Q^y, 
strong, powerful. The strength of the 
locust consists in the immense numbers, 
which, forming themselves into compact 
bodies, darken the air, and advance for¬ 
ward, one swarm after another, attacking 
whatever comes in their way. They may 
well be described as nccra innit- 

t i • ' ' 
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7 They have laid waste my vine, 

And broken down my fig-tree; 

They have completely stripped it, and thrown it down; 
Its branches they have left white. 


merable. All who refer to them, both 
in ancient and modern times, speak of 
them in the same language. 

*Afc plbvv irArj&os apviyrjToy. 

Agatharc. v. 27. 


«»Immensac locustarum multitudines.” 
Orosius, v. 11. Shaw speaks of “infi¬ 
nite swarms following each other,” Bar¬ 
row states that those which he saw in 
South Africa, might literally be said to 
cover the ground for an area of 2000 
square miles. A later writer in the Cape 
Town Gazette, describes a cloud of them 
as passing before him in a train of many 
millions thick, and about an hour in 
length; and mentions further that, though 
millions perished in consequence of at¬ 
tempts made to destroy them, their num¬ 
ber appeared nothing decreased. And 
Dr. Bowring states in his Report, that 
some years ago the army of Ibrahim 
Pasha, in the attempt to extirpate an 
immense swarm, gathered up no less than 
65,000 ardebs, equal to 325,000 bushels 
of English measure! How appropriate 
the name rnrs ! "What is innumerable 

w 

is frequently compared to them by the 
sacred writers. See Jud. vi. 5, vii. 12 ; 
Ps. cv. 34; Jer. xlvi. 23; Nah. in. 15. 
rr.rVrtt, teeth, Gesenius considers as 
standing by transposition for r>*:ynVtt, 
and derives the noun from an obsolete 
root ynV, to bite; but it may more prop¬ 


erly be referred to the Arab 


•c* 3 - 


longum 


fuit , and denotes the grinders or jaw- 
teeth of animals. The metaphor, how¬ 
ever, has no respect to the size of the 
teeth of lions, but only to the terrible and 
complete destruction which they effect. 
Pliny, speaking of the locust, says: — 
“ Omnia morsu erodentes et fores quoque 
tectorum.” According to Fabricius, in 
his Genera Inscctorum, p. 96, the teeth 
of the locust are three-forked and sharp. 
The same metaphor is used Rev. ix. 8, 
oSdvrcs avrwi/ vs Atovrvv rfo'av. 


7. For the pronominal reference in 
•'SSA and T:t<r , see on ■'s-.t* in the pro- 
ceding verse. The vines and fig-trees 
might be called Jehovah’s, because, in a 
special sense, the land on which they 
giew was his. The vine has, from time 
immemorial, abounded in Palestine. It 
often grows to a great size, and produces 
grapes of corresponding bulk. Schulz 
describes one at Beitshin, near Ptolcmais, 
the stem of which was about a foot and 
a half in diameter, its height was about 
thirty feet, and by its branches and branch- 
lets, which had to be supported, it formed 
a hut upwards of thirty feet broad and 
long. The clusters of these vines are 
so large, that they weigh ten or twelve 
pounds, and the berries may be compared 
with our small plums. When such a 
cluster is cut off, it is laid upon a board 
about an ell and a half broad, and three 
or four ells long, and several persons scat 
themselves about it to cat the grapes. 
Roscnmuller, In Bib. Cab. vol. xxvii. p. 
223. Comp. Numb. xiii. 23, 24. Pal¬ 
estine was equally celebrated for its fig - 
trees, which arc not reared in gardens, as 
with us, but grow r spontaneously in the 
open country. The figs wore not only 
eaten fresh, but also preserved for food. 

to put , is often used with nouns 
instead of the simple forms of the verbs 
to which the nouns are related, 

breakage. Arab, i 6 ±yn jj frenit. t o i ^ V 

a branch broken off from a tree. See on 
IIos. x. 7. LXX. ffxr/KAa(rp6s, Compl. 

.0 0 >• 

K\aa(x6s. Syr. | ^ a a a concissio, di- 

vu/sio. The locusts not only consume 
the fruit and leaves of the trees, but strip 
them of the very bark.—“Nee culmus, 
nee gramen ullum remanent, et arbores 
frontibus ct corticc tanqunm vestibus nu- 
data?, instar truncorum alborum eonspiei- 
antur.” Ludolf, Comment, p. 178. 
*^*Vf n is here taken in its proper causa¬ 
tive signification. What they do not 
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8 Lament, as a virgin girded with sackcloth, 
On account of the husband of her youth. 

9 The offering and the libation, 

o 

Are cut off from the house of Jehovah: 
The priests howl, the ministers of J ehovah. 

10 The field is laid waste, 

The ground niourneth; 

For the corn is laid waste, 


devour, they so injure that it falls off the 
tree, f branches , properly the 

intertwining tendrils of the vine, from 
in®, to interweave. The vine, being the 
more valuable of the two kinds of trees, 
the suffix refers back to it; and the fig- 
tree is treated as subordinate. i)3'2Vn , 

• « ft 

they have made or left white. 

8. The land, under the metaphor of a 
female, is here addressed. ■'Vs is the 

■ '*5 

second person feminine of the Imperative 
in Kal of “Vs, which usually means 
to swear , call on God as witness; but 
here it takes the signification of the Syr- 

iac ululavit, deploravit. . 


O A 


Uk ululatus, lamenlum. The deri¬ 


vation from Vs, God , in the sense God 

ft 4 

have mercy , is less natural. One of Ken- 
nicott’s MSS. reads ■'Vas. LXX. $pn- 
vfoov. A country is frequently said to 
mourn, when it is subjeet to devastation. 
See Is. xxiv, 3; Jer. iv. 28, xii. 4 ; TIos. 
iv. 3. nV !»rn, a virgin, a young woman, 
affianced to a husband, and, in this sense, 
viewed as married to him. The idea of 
the strength of youthful affection, is that 
designed to be conveyed by the passage. 
In proportion to the force of such affec¬ 
tion, would be the excessive degree of 
grief for his loss. Holzhauscn thinks 
that she would also grieve rrVi Pa Vy, 
cn account of her virginity, and compares 
Jud. xi. 38 ; but this the text does not 
suggest. LXX. vvfMpT). Compl. trap^cuos. 
Wrapping oneself in sackcloth was a token 
of deep mourning. Vy a , properly lord, 
master, possessor; and secondarily hus¬ 
band, because in the East, wives were, 
and still are, considered as the property 
rather than the companions of their hus¬ 
bands, Comp, the Greek ttvpios yvvai- 


kSs; and for the application of ivljp to 
one only betrothed, Matt. i. 19. Accord¬ 
ing to the Roman law, consensus facit 
nuptias. 

9. To a pious mind the gloomiest view 
of external calamities will be taken from 
their influence upon the cause of God* 
The cessation of the usual solemnities of 
the temple worship, occasioned by the 
destruction of the fruits of the earth, 
must have occasioned great grief to the 
religious Jew. Jerome and others think 
that as the priests would be deprived of 
their regular support, by the cessation of 
the offerings, they mourned on that ac¬ 
count; but of this I should say with 
Maurer, “ Vatcs hie non videtur cogi- 
tassc.” stands here for offerings 

i • • * 

m general, whether bloody or unbloody, 
— comp. Gen. iv. 4; LXX. Suata ,— 
even when restricted in its signification 
to meat offering, such as consisted of 
meal, salt, oil, and incense, the proper 
sacrifices. t^nai, are understood, as 

■ t • 

they were always connected with them, 
except in the case of the sin and trespass- 
offerings. The libation, or drink-offering, 
was called •jje:, on account of its being 
poured out , from the root ^53 , to pour . 
Prom the circumstance that Joel prefixes 
the article to priests, but not to 

husbandmen, and fr/i:, vine- 

■ T « ' , » ' 

dressers , Credner argues that he must 
cither have been person all v related to 
them, or that prophets and priests must 
have been more closely united at the time 
he wrote than afterwards. Comp. bn, 
ver. 13, ii. 17. BTix, ministers, is 
a more dignified official term than t 
servants, which is employed to denote 
common slaves, as well as persons in 
more elevated situations about a king. 

10-12. The prophet enters here more 
minutely into a description of the devas- 
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The new wine is dried up, 

The oil Ianguisheth. 

11 Be asllamed, ye husbandmen ! 

Howl, ye vine-dressers! 

On account of the wheat and the barley; 
For the harvest of the field hath perished. 

12 The vine is dried up, 

And the fig-tree Ianguisheth; 


tation occasioned by the locusts. 
new trine, which is already in a state of 
fermentation, and so intoxicating; from 
tin', to take posscssio?i ol‘ anything. See 
on ver. 5, where it is distinguished from 

o v 

D'bS. “ Syr. | ft sic dictum, 

quod sc possessorem hominis facit , ejus 
cerebrum occupondo, ut ilie non amplius 
sui compos sit. Sic Arab, vinum dicitur 

a captivando , et ,Ua, a tenendo 

et vinetum habendo.” Winer in von. 
P7. w , Jield; and , ground , are syn¬ 

onymies ; but differ in this respect, that 
the former denotes the open, free, unin- 

elosed part of a country', Arab. 

extendit, dilatavit; the latter, the rich 
red soil which is particularly fit for cul¬ 
tivation. Hence rn’en ti'V, a man of 
the field, means a hunter, Gen. xxv. 27 ; 
mLTSr; ■ 3 * 55 , a man of the ground, an ag¬ 
riculturist. Hoot to be red . The 

- T 

land is here, as frequently' in the He¬ 
brew prophets, made the subject of per¬ 
sonification. Some would renders; “Din, 

m w 

as applied to the new wine, to be 
ashamed: but occurring as it does in 
parallelism with 'bb'c, c, to droop, lan¬ 
guish like plants, it is better to retain 
the primary motion of rs*, to become 
dry, dry up. Both rvTP and its S'* stand 

■ T • « 

for the vine and the olive tree, from 
which the wine and oil are obtained. In 
the second instance stairs takes the sig¬ 
nification of to be ashamed, being 
another form of the Hiphil for fnrr. 
Both are used intransitively. The LXX. 
retaining the signification of oat, im¬ 
properly render i^pdv^a-ay ytutpyol. 


■jte-i, the pomegranate tree , is indigen¬ 
ous in Palestine in Syria, and is reck¬ 
oned one of its noblest botanical produc¬ 
tions. It grows to the height of twenty 
feet, has a straight stem, spreading 
branches, lancet-formed leaves, with 
large and beautiful red blossoms. The 
fruit is of the size of an orange, brown 
in color, and affording a highly delici¬ 
ous and cooling juice. It is also planted 
in gardens, and in the eourts of the 
houses; and its fruit is greatly improved 
by cultivation. It is still one of the 
trees most frequently seen in those coun¬ 
tries. So celebrated were the dates of 
Palestine, that Pliny, speaking of the 
7 ? 2 P, date, or palm-tree, says, “Judaea 
vero inelyta est vel magis palmis." It 
was adopted as a symbol of the country 
in coins struck under Vespasian and 
Domitian ; and is frequently referred 
to in the Old Testament. It sometimes 
reaches the height of an hundred feet, 
is remarkable for its straight, upright 
gTowth, and forms one of the most 
beautiful trees in the vegetable king¬ 
dom. The fruit, which glows in clust- 
ters under the large leaves, is of an ex¬ 
ceedingly sweet and agreeable taste, and. 
as an article both of sustenance and 
traffic, is of gTeat value to the inhabi¬ 
tants. In Abyssinia, the natives extract 
a juice from it which they manufacture 
into a spirituous liquor resembling cham¬ 
pagne. Its importance is here signifi¬ 
cantly expressed by the particle Ca be¬ 
ing used intensively before it. fnnETy, 

Arab. the apple-tree. Rosen- 

miilleT derives the word from to 

breathe , and in this Gescnius concurs, 
supposing the fragrant breath, i. c. smell 
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The pomegranate, the palm-tree also, and the apple-tree, 
All the trees of the field are withered ; 

Yea, joy is withered away from the children of men. 

13 Gird ye, and mourn, O ye priests ! 

Howl, ye ministers of the altar! 

Enter, spend the night in sackcloth, 

Ye ministers of my God ! 

For the offering and the libation 

Are withholden from the house of your God. 

14 Appoint a sacred fast, proclaim a day of restraint; 
Assemble the elders — all the inhabitants of the land. 


or scent, to have originated the name. 
The former of these writers adopts the 
opinion of Celsius, that the quince tree 
is specially intended; but as the Arabs 

include under oranges, lemons, 

peaches, apricots, etc., the Hebrew term 
is likewise in all probability generic in 
its signification. To give to his de¬ 
scription the utmost latitude, Joel adds, 
n-'tm v ~Vs , oM the trees of the field , 

i. c. as Jerome explains “omnia ligna, 
vel infructuosa, vel fructifera ; ” and, to 
bring it more home to the feelings of his 
countrymen, he represents the conse¬ 
quence to be, the entire removal of their 
joy. Some improperly limit y.t'a to 
the joy of harvest. The construction 
■jtt r* 2 in, to dry axoay from, is what 
is usually termed pregnant, and more 
forcibly expresses the removal of the ob¬ 
ject on which the verb terminates. 

13. The prophet now addresses him¬ 
self to the priests, and calls them first 
to personal mourning, and then, in the 
following verse, to institute a sacred fast, 
in order that such mourning might be 
general. After supply with the 

Syr. pr, as in one of Kennicott’6 MSS., 
or as in one of De Rossi's. Both 

forms occur in connection with the verb, 
which is not here to be restricted to mere 
girding, but rather signifies to wrap 
round one. Comp. Jer. iv. 8 ; Is. xxii. 
12. , primarily to smite , strike, then 

to strike the breast , in token of mourning. 
See on la. xxxii. 12. The LXX. always 


render it by NJirrecrdai, except in two 
instances, in which they give it by 
K\alftv t to weep . For ■»rnrje, 

comp, oi vy ^vouurrrjpltp Trapttipvovrcs, 
1 Cor. ix. 13. Some think that 
come , is to be taken idiomatically as a 
particle of exhortation, like before 

m 

another verb, and appeal to chap' iii. 13, 
for another instance in our prophet 
As however, the verb is, to say the 
least, not necessarily to be so under¬ 
stood in that passage, and as mention 
is made of the altar, immediately before, 
it appears more proper to take it in the 
sense of entering , i. e. into the court of 
the temple, where, in the more imme¬ 
diate presence of Jehovah, the priests 
were to bewail their sins, and those of 
the people. Thus the LXX. eiWAdtre, 
and Kimchi, jvs *K 2 , en¬ 

ter ye the house of God , and there mourn 
yb or yb, signifies to spends or remain 
over the night , and retains this signi¬ 
fication in the present passage, though, 
from the connection, it is obvious not 
one night only, but many nights axe 
meant. The priests were not only to 
wear the habit of mourning during the 
day, they were also to remain in it all 
night. Ahab is said to have lain in 
sackcloth, when he humbled himself 
before God, 1 Kings xxi. 27. LXX. 

inrvdoaTi. 

14. *”]?, to hollow , consecrate; to 
keep holy; to appoint sacred or religious 
services ; here, to institute a sacred fast 
by fixing the time and circumstances, 
and preparing the people for its proper 
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To the house of Jehovah your God, 

And cry unto Jehovah. 

15 Alas for the day ! 

For the day of Jehovah is near, 

And comcth as a iuighty destruction 
From the Almighty. 

16 Is not the food cut off before our eyes? 

Are not joy and gladness from the house of our God ? 

17 The seeds are become dry beneath their clods ; 


observance. The Pual participle is used 
even of warriors; see on Is. xiii. 3. The 
interpretations of the Rabbins, Jarchi 
and Kimehi, la'XTr:, and Abenezra, 
i:*m, are defective, by leaving out the 
idea of sacredness, which the verb al¬ 
ways conveys, ms restraint , or be¬ 
ing held back or prevented from labor : 
Ci', day, or period, understood. See on 
Is. i. 13. The Jews were to abstain from 
their worldly avocations, and spend the 
portion of their time thus consecrated 
to the immediate and solemn duties 
of humiliation, confession, and prayer. 
C*3pT, elders , in this connection, might 

■ * ■* l 

be taken in an official sense, denoting 
those holding office among the people, 
who were expected to take the lead, and, 
by their example, to excite others to en¬ 
gage in the religious solemnities ; but a 
comparison of this verse with chap. ii. 
15, in which “ children M and “ suck¬ 
lings are mentioned, would rather require 
us to understand the term as referring to 
age. The central point of convocation 
was the temple — the special theocratic 
residence of Him whose WTath was to 
be deprecated, and his mercy implored. 

pST, Arab. y to cry out, 

cry earnestly for kelp. LXX. K*Kpd£eTt 
inTevus. “ Ardcntissimas fundite pre- 
ees.” Rosenm tiller. 

15. Joel now exclaims, sns, 
alas ! for the day! u O infaustum et 
tristissimum ilium diem ! ” Roscn- 
mtiller. To give intensity to the ex¬ 
clamation, the LXX. have the triple 
oT/ioi, olpoi, olnoi. That the n i r’'. EV', 
day of Jehovah, i. e. the period of pun- 

13 


ishment, does not mean that of the 
plague of the locusts, but a more awful 
period still future, the term ar-p, near , 
at hand, which is never used to denote 
the actual presence of anything, but its 
speedy approach, sufficiently proves. 
What the Jews were then suffering 
was only a prelude to still more dread¬ 
ful calamities. For tit , which 

forms an elegant paronomasia, see on Is. 
xiii. 6, where the same iorm occurs. 
The 2 is, as there, the Caph veritatis, 
and expresses the gTcatncss of the evil. 

16. The verb PT 2 is understood in 

T 

the latter hemistich. The annual fes¬ 
tivals were occasions of great rejoic¬ 
ing. Sec Lev. xxiii. 40; I)cut. xii. 
12, 18. 

17. This, and the three following 
verses, describe the drought which was 
simultaneous with the judgment of tho 
locusts. It exhibits the singular phe¬ 
nomenon of four aira£ \ty6fxeva within 
the short space which it occupies. For 
the elucidation of srv, some compare 
the Chaldee •:;*$>, to rot, but it is with 

v 

more propriety referred to the Arab. 



same signification with *C 2 * ! , to he dry, 
dried up. Thus Abulwalid. By the 
desiccating influence of the heat, the 
seeds that had been sown in the ground 
would lose all their moisture, and perish. 
That mpD mean seeds or grains of 
com, cte. seems satisfactorily determined 


~ O fls 

by the use of the Syr. | granum. 


Matt. xiii. 31; John xii. 24 ; 1 Cor. xv. 
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The granaries are desolate^ the store-houses are destroyed, 
Because the corn is withered. 

18 How the cattle mourn ! 

IIow the herds of oxen are perplexed I 
Because they have no pasture ; 

Yea, the flocks of sheep are destroyed. 

19 To thee, O Jehovah ! I cry, 

For fire hath consumed the pastures of the desert, 

And a flame hath burnt all the trees of the field. 


37, in the Pcshito; and the signification 
of , to separate , an action "which 
takes place when, in sowing, the hus¬ 
bandman scatters the seed in distinct 
grains. To the same effect I anclium, 

grain* 

prepared for sowing, so called because 
they arc scattered in the ground. riEn.pa , 
clods, or lumps of earth. Comp, the 


Arab. gleba terra; ’ 

terra diversa varia. Thus ulso 

signifies a mark on the body, 

occasioned by the contracting or drying 
up of the skin, and resembling a round 
lump of earth or dung. rnnattJq is 
synonymous with n < nSK , graiiaries; 
and, according to the force of the local 
prefixed, signifies places or houses 
containing store rooms, or granaries, in 
which grain was deposited. The Dagesh 
in the second w is euphonic. The 
simpler form occurs Hag. ii. ID ; 

and both are to be referred to the root 
nw, to gather, collect . For the diver¬ 
sified and unsatisfactory renderings of 
the ancient versions, see Pococke in loc. 
The verbs cwb and enn are here to be 
taken in the sense of being left or neg¬ 
lected like places that have been laid 
waste or destroyed. 

18. I rpa, in Niphal, expresses the per¬ 
plexity to which any one is reduced who 
does not know how to extricate himself 
from difficulty. The brute creation are 



graphically represented as being in this 
condition from the totul failure of pas¬ 
turage. The C3 before is in¬ 

tensive ; even the sheep, which subsist 
on herbage unsuitable ior the oxen, are 
deprived of food. As the idea of pun¬ 
ishment is conveyed by the verb C’jx, it 
was in all probability used by the pro¬ 
phet, in order to teach the Jews that 
innocent creatures are involved in the 
consequences of guilt incurred by trans¬ 
gressors. Comp. Exod. xii. 29 ; Jonah 
m. 7. 

19. It is not unusual for the Hebrew 
prophets to give expression to their own 
feelings, while describing the judgments 
that were brought upon their country. 
Comp. Is. xv. 5, xvi. 11, xxi. 3, 4, xxii. 
4 ; Jer. xxiii. 9. It has been questioned 
whether the “ fire ” and *• flame " are 
here to be taken literally of the actual 
burning of the gross, which often hap¬ 
pens in extreme heat, or whether they 
are used figuratively of the heat itself. 
The former is more probably the mean¬ 
ing. n "ind , Kimehi explains, rvnoipa 
Ktznn, grassy places, places of pastur¬ 
age ; hence pasturage itself. It is de¬ 
rived from TV)3, to be pleasant, (comp. 
nS3 ) to dwell: but signifying in this 
connection the green, grassy spots, so 
eagerly desired by the cattle, and pleas¬ 
ant both to man and beast. From the 
circumstance that such places would 
naturally be selected for occupancy by 
tents, dwellings, etc. the word eamj also 
to signify habitations . Comp, the Arab. 



divcrsalus fuit , kospitio excipit: 


i s)^°> 


mansio, sedes commorationis . 
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20 The very beasts of the field look up to thee, 
Because the streams of water are dried up, 

And fire hath devoured the pastures of the desert. 


20. ai_ ?, Arab. 



Eth * UC7: 


ascend it: to look up with panting or 


earnest desire. Arab, inclinatio, 

Propensio in rem. The word beautifully 
i-xpresses the natural action of animals 
parched with thirst, and deprived of all 
supply of water. They hold up their 
heads, as if their only expectation were 
from the God of heaven. LXX. & v4- 

Comp. Ps. xlii. 2, where the 
force of 2 s-"V* is lost by the 

rendering of our common version, “ after 


the water-brooks.” It should be at or 
beside, as the Psalmist evidently intended 
to represent the deer standing on the 
brink of the channels in which water 
usually flowed, but which had become 
dry. To their pitiable condition he com¬ 
pares his own circumstances when de¬ 
prived of the usual means of spiritual 
refreshment. The idea of their crying 

to God, which the Syr. N’ and the 

Rabbins attach to the word, is derived 
from such passages as Job. xxxviii. 41 ; 
Ps. civ. 21, cxlvii. 9, rather than from 
anything expressed by the word itself. 


CHAPTER II. 


I'm prophet reiterates his announcement of the approach of a divine judgment more 
terrific in its nature than that of the locusts, but employs language horrowed from the 
appearance and movements of these insects, in order to make a deeper impression upon 
his hearers, whose minds were full of ideas derived from them as instruments of the 
calamity under which they were suffering, 1-11. He then summons anew to humilia' 
tion and repentance, 12-17 ; giving assurance that on these taking place, Jehovah would 
show them pity, destroy their enemy, and restore them to circumstances of great tem¬ 
poral and religious prosperity, 18-27; and the chapter concludes with a glorious promise 
of the abundant effusion of the influences of the Holy Spirit in the apostolic age, 28, 29, 
and a prediction of the Jewish war, and the final subversion of the Jewish state, 30. 31, 
in the midst of which such as embraced the worship and service of the Messiah should ex¬ 
perience deliverance, 32. 


I Blow ye the trumpet in Zion ! 

And sound the alarm in my holy mountain ! 

1. To give the greater effect to the ing. The persons addressed are the 
alarm here commanded to be sounded, priests, on whom it devolved to blow 
Jehovah himse lf is introduced as speak- with trumpets, jj trd\inyZ 6pyavov (an 
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Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble ; 
For the day of Jehovah comcth ; it is near. 
2 A day of darkness and gloom, 

A day of clouds and dense obscurity ; 

Like the dawn spread over the mountains 
A numerous and mighty people : 

None such have ever been, 

Neither shall there ever be after them, 
During the years of successive generations. 


no\cnov. Philo dc Septenario. They 
were to warn all of the threatened judg¬ 
ment. Comp. chap. i. 15, where the 
prophet anticipates what is now about 
to be the subject of a special descrip¬ 
tion. 

2. Synonymcs are here accumulated 
to give intensity to the expression of the 
thought. The awful calamity which 
was to come upon the Jews is set forth 
under the metaphor of darkness, which 
is of frequent occurrence in the Hebrew 
Scriptures, when sufferings and misery 
arc the subjects of discourse. Comp. 
Is. viii. 22, lx. 2 ; Jer. xiii. 16; Amos 
v. 18 ; Zeph. i. 15. In the present 
instance, however, there was a singular 
propriety in adopting the language, since 
the prophet was just going to introduce 
an allegory founded upon the fact, that 
swarms of locusts had come over the 
land, and intercepting, by their density, 
the light of the sun, had occasioned on 
universal darkness. See on ver. 10. 
Some interpreters have stumbled at the 
apparent incongruity of comparing the 
coming affliction with the nrry, aurora , 
since the idea usually suggested by the 
figurative use of that term is joy, or 
prosperity; but as this idea is not ex¬ 
clusively conveyed by the use of it, as 
it is also employed to express the cer¬ 
tainty, IIos. vi. 3, and suddenness of 
anything, Hos. x. 15, so here the ob¬ 
vious points of comparison are merely 
the suddenness and extent of the change 

O 

produced by the diffusion of the rays 
of light, without any reference to the 
nature of the change itself. 

Joel now proceeds to introduce and 


describe the hostile army of the Assy¬ 
rians in the same terms in which he hod 
metaphorically described the locusts, 
chap. i. 6 ; only exchanging nation , 

for ts, people , which is also used of 
foreign and idolatrous nations. Numb, 
xxi. 29; 1 Chron. xvi. 20 ; Jer. xlviii. 42. 
In this description, he not only transfers 
the metaphor back to the proper subject 
iroin which it was taken, but converts it 
into an allegory, and at considerable 
length, and in the most minute manner, 
exhibits the invasion, the formidable 
character, and the ravages of the bar¬ 
barian foe. So perfectly is the allegorical 
veil woven throughout, that most com¬ 
mentators have been able to discover 
nothing more than natural locusts in the 

O 

passage. At the time in which the 
prophet delivered his message the locusts 
covered the land; they wctc before his 
eyes; the idea of them had so taken 
possession of his mind, that, considering 
the striking resemblance which they 
bore to an invading army, nothing was 
more natural than to exhibit the latter 
in sensible images taken from the scene 
by which both he and his hearers were 
surrounded. And, accustomed as they 
had been to the parabolic style of pro¬ 
phecy, they could have been at no loss 
to discover, that when in this port of 
his discourse he appeared to speak of 
locusts, it was not natural but political 
locusts he had in view. While the de¬ 
cidedly future aspect of the calamity, 
chap. i. 15, ii. 1, proves that it had not 
taken place at the time the words were 
delivered, a comparison of the language 
in the concluding part of verse 2, with 
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3 Before them fire devoureth, 

And behind them a flame burneth ; 

Before them the laud is like the garden of Eden, 
But behind them a desolate wilderness : 

And there is no escape from them. 

4 Their appearance is like the appearance of horses, 
And they run like horsemen. 


that employed chap. i. 2, equally proves 
that a plague of locusts could not have 
been intended. We must, therefore, 
with the alteration of a single word, 
adopt the language of Jerome, " dum 
(ocustas legimus, Asst/nos cogitamus." 
That the Assyrian invasion under Sen¬ 
nacherib, and not that of the Chaldeans 
under Nebuchadnezzar, is meant, ap¬ 
pears from the emincnse number of the 
armv, its entire destruction in the land 
of Palestine, and there being no refer¬ 
ence whatever to the captivity in Baby¬ 
lon, the omission of which is unimag¬ 
inable, on the supposition that the lat¬ 
ter of the two invasions was intended. 
The army of Sennacherib must have 
been the largest that ever entered Pa¬ 
lestine, since only that division of it 
which invested Jerusalem, amounted to 
nearly 200,000 men, Is. xxxvii. 3G. It 
was marching forward to the conquest 
of Egypt, and, like a swarm of locusts, 
covered the whole land. All the fortified 
cities of Judah were taken, Is. xxxvi. 1 ; 
the cultivated fields and vineyards were 
trodden down or consumed, xxxvii. 30; 
and nothing short of utter destruction 
seemed to await the inhabitants. The 
design of the Divifte Spirit, to whose 
infinite mind the future event was 
present, in dictating the prediction in 
the language here employed, appears to 
have been, to deepen the impressions 
produced by the plague of locusts, and 
thereby to excite to that repentance and 
amendment of life, which alone could 
secure to the Jews the continuance of 
their national blessings. 

3. A description of the desolate state 
to which Judea was to be reduced, in 
language borrowed from that given of 
the drought, chap. L 19. vdeV, before 


him , and •pnrttf, behind him % are used to 

T" • """ 

express universality ; ubicunquc. Comp. 
1 Chron. xix. 10. This construction is 
confirmed by what follows: ta 

nrrrpsV, and there is no escape from 
them , or, more literally, in reference to 
them. piisrrS properly signifies those 
who have escaped in the war; who have 
not been killed, or taken prisoners; but 
it is also used of fruits of the earth 
which have not been destroyed, Exod. 
x. 5. The contrast between the beauty 
of Paradise and the desolation of a des¬ 
ert, is exquisitely forcible and affect¬ 
ing- 

4. The allegory now becomes special 
and minute in its features, which are 
selected from the phenomena and opera¬ 
tions of an invading army, the subject 
of which it is to be understood ; but 
having the invasion by the locusts as its 
basis, and therefore presenting these 
prominently to view, and comparing 

them to the armv, which is thus stu- 

* * 

diously concealed. On this principle 
there is no difficulty in accounting for 
the particle of comparison, so liberally 
used in this and the following verses. 
strong is the resemblance of the head of 
the locust to that of a horse, that they 
are on this account called cavaleftcs by 
the Italians. This feature Theodoret 
thus notices : ef t is 6.Kpi(3(i>s nariboi r^jv 
K«pa\))v rf/y &*pf5oy, a<^65pa rrj too 
ittttou toiKvlav tvpf)<ret. In liev. ix. 7, 
the locusts are compared to horses har¬ 
nessed for battle : to bp.oiwp.ara rwv 
axpibcDV Sfioia iirirots r/roipaepivois tiy 
ir6\epov. Such comparison is very com¬ 
mon among the Aral**. The point of 
comparison in the second member of 
the parallelism, is the swiftness with 
which cavalary advance to the attack. 



102 


JOEL. 


5 They bound like the rattle of chariots on the tops of the mountains; 
Like the crackling of the flame of fire devouring the stubble; 
Like a mighty people arranged for battle. 

6 “Before them the people tremble; 

All faces withdraw their color. 

7 They run like mighty men ; 

They scale the wall like warriors; 

They all march in their courses, 

They break not their ranks. 

8 They press not each other: 

They march on, each in his path; 

Though they fall among the missiles, 

They break not up. 

9 They run eagerly through the city j 
They run upon the wall; 


5. is used of the rapid and bound¬ 

ing course of chariots crver a rough sur¬ 
face, Nah. iiL 2. See also Rev. ii. 9. 

" — per purum ton antes 
Egit equos volucremque cumnn.” 

Horace, Carm. L 3-4, 7. 


6. *V*n**, they tremble, from V*h, to 
turn round, tic is t one’s self, t crithe \cith 

pain; then, to tremble. Arab. JL*, 
med. A Van, to be turned . ~riK5, warmth i 
ruddiness of countenance. Arab. .Li. 


“-vacuos dat in acra saltus 

Succubituique alte, similisque est cur- 
rus inanL’' 

Ovid. Sfetam. ii. 165. 

Speaking of the noise made by a swarm 
of locusts, Forskal says: “Transeuntes 
grylli super vtaticem nostrum sono 
magnae cataractae ferebant,” To the 
same effect Merrier: 44 On the 1 Ith of 
June, while seated in our tents about 
noon, we heard a very unusual noise, 
that sounded like the rustling of a great 
wind at a distance. On looking up, we 
perceived an immgiae cloud, here and 
there transparent, in other parts quite 
black, that spread itself all over the sky, 
and at intervals shadowed the sun." It 
is however, not improbable, that the 
sound here referred to is that produced 
by the large hind legs of the locust in 
leaping. The comparison at the end of 
the verse, is to the clashing of arms, and 
the shouting of an army an the point of 

engaging in hattlp. 


(Fstuacit, efferbuit . V-T * w ^ 1 " 

draw their ruddiness , or color , L e. to 
change color, grow pale with terror. 
Nah. ii. 11. Comp. t]CS, to turn pale. 
The anciaat versions concur in rendering 
the words, every face like the blackness of 
a pot; deriving the last word from nE; 
hence pot, without s. Of the 

terror inspired by locusts, we cannot 
have a better proof than the Arabic 

proverb: 

terrible than the locusts. 

7-9. Here the description quite excels 
in the graphic. The comparison to war¬ 
riors is admirably carried out. First, 
their rapid advance upon the city is 
specified; next, their scaling the walls 
in the most regular order ; then their 
consentaneous encounter with the troops 
of deforce, their invulnerability, their 
progress through the streets, their climb¬ 
ing the walls, and entering the win¬ 
dows of the houses, are set forth in terms 
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They go tip into the houses; 

They enter the windows like a thief. 


of singular and appropriate beauty. 
*J3S, Arab. fdit, vulneravit , 

•' T » 7 

Lir 1 fssus, has here the significa- 
* - « 

tion of breaking up the order or regu¬ 
larity with which a body of troops pro¬ 
ceed when marching to the attack. 
Abcnezra and Ivimehi compare Ft v , to 
to pervert, turn aside which comes nearly 
to the same thing. LXX. ItcKkivaxTi. 


Syr. ^ Wi Gescnius thinks the 

verb is here used in a sense cognate with 
the significations in Kal and Iliphil, to 
give or take a pledge; but the idea of 
exchange, change , is not clearly brought 
out. The regular military order with 
which the locusts advance, has been fre¬ 
quently described. 'A0aat\evToif yap 
7 ] attpls, larparfufi pkv yap evbs 
finajcrais Kikev<rixaTOS’ <pacrl 5e auras 
aroixybbi/ Uvai, Hal a>s iv ra£ei bitmap' 
&<u, Kal ijKiaTa fiw aTrovo<r$l&oibat, tt ep- 
Uvei 5« ovroos aAA»]A.ar, wcravtl Hal 
o5€\<pal, <pvae<n 5 auTjjs 0 pa 0 evovar)s rb 
6 t\d\\ 7 }\ov. Cyril. The testimony of 
Jerome, as an eye-witness in Palestine, is 
peculiarly valuable: ‘‘Hoc nuper in hae 
provineia vidimus. Quum enim locus- 
tarum agmina venirent, et aerem, quo 
inter cerium et terrain est, occuparcnt 
tanto ordinc ex dispositione juleatis Dei 
volitant, ut instar tesscrularum, quae in 
pavimentis artificis figuntur manu, suum 
locum teneant , et ne puncto quidem , ut 
ita dicam t ungueve+transverso declinent 
ad alteram ” Morier also remarks on 
those which he saw : “ They seemed to 
be impelled by one common instinct, 
and moved in one body, which had the 
appearance of being organized by a 
leader.” Comp. Prov. xxx. 27, 

^3 ys’n rinnsV, there is no king to 


M ■ • « 

the locusts, yet they go forth , all of them 
dividing , L e. themselves into regular 
companies or swarms, with all the dis¬ 
cipline of a well-ordered army. pnn, 
signifies so to press upon one as to com¬ 
pel him to move from his place. Not¬ 


withstanding the immense crowds of the 
locusts, not only does none of them break 
the ranks by deviating from the straight 
course which they pursue, but none 
forces his fellow from his rank. Their 
watchword may be said to be onward; 
for they never turn back. If they enter 
liouses, they go straight through them, 
and out at the opposite side. Thus 
Abulphargius relates in his Chron. Syr. 
p. 134 : “ postquam a latere mcridionale 
domos intraverant, a latere septemtri- 
onalc egrediebantur. nVr, properly means 
any missile weapon thrown at an en¬ 
emy, from to send or cast forth ; 

but it is also frequently used of the 


sword. 


Comp, the Arab. 



anna. 


n^‘2, is of somewhat difficult determi- 

fBfc 

nation. The ground idea seems to be 
that of mediation, a being, or doing any¬ 
thing between two; hence V?Efin» 
to make supplication for any one, i. c. by 
interposing between him and the party 
to whom the supplication is addressed. 
To this the signification derived from the 


Arab. Jmj) post, nearly approximates, 


as occurring in the Hebrew. Between, or 
among, will suit most of the passages in 
which the word occurs. See 'Winer and 
Credncr. Taking fiVp as a collective 

noun, the meaning of nWn Vs:, will 

♦* » ' 

be to fall among the missiles , i. e. to light, 
or come down among them; and referring 
to the whole swarm, what it ex- 

t ; • 

presses is, that they arc not broken up , 
or interrupted in their course. Compare 
a similar use of “ 122 ;, to break , Dan. xi. 

•* i 

22. , in the city, i. c. any city or 

town that may lie in their way. Crcd- 
ner's appeal to chap. iv. [iii-j 17, in proof 
that Jerusalem is specifically meant, can¬ 
not be sustained, sinee that part of the 
prophecy relates to a totally different sub¬ 
ject. The scene is rather the land of 
Judah, with its fortified cities, which 
were overrun and plundered by the As¬ 
syrian troops. 
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10 Before them the earth trembleth, 

The heavens shake, 

The sun and the moon are darkened, 

And the stars withdraw their shine. 

11 Jehovah uttereth his voice before his army; 

Surely his camp is very large ; 

Surely it is mighty, executing his order ; 

Surely the day of Jehovah is great, and very terrible: 

Who can endure it ? 

12 Now, therefore, saith Jehovah, 

Turn ye to me with all your heart, 

And with fasting and weeping and mourning; 

13 And rend your heart, and not your garments, 

And turn to Jehovah your God ; 

For he is pitiful and compassionate, 


10, 11. Though the language here 
employed may in part admit of a literal 
application to the obscuration of the air 
by the locusts, yet it is, as a whole, to l>c 
regarded as a specimen of the highly 
wrought hyperbolical, which forms one 
of the more distinguishing features of 
Hebrew poetry, rvjrr the voice of 
Jehovah , is here, as frequently, thunder f 
and not any word of command, as some 
have imagined* Com. Exod. ix. 23, 
29, 33 ; Ps. xviii. 14 ; Ps. lxxvii. 18, 19. 
The locusts are called the V^n, army of 
Jehovah, with further reference to the 
numbers and pow r er of an army. One of 
the laws of Mohammed is thus expressed: 


JO®. l$jli cLi! I^Uiu y, 

^ f/i r Nt j sJU | 5 Ye shall not kill the 

locusts, for they are the army of God 
Almighty. Damir. And 


Lord of the locusts , is one of the names 
of God among the Mohammedans. The 
entire description closes with the brief 
but pointed interrogation, 5sV‘r 1 ’. *'», 
Who can endure itf to which the im¬ 


plied answer is, None. Comp. Mai. iii. 
2, ista cV' - rK and Jer. 

X. 10, tot 

12. Jehovah himselfr is here intro¬ 


duced, urging the necessity of immediate 
humiliation, is intensive. The 

T *“ ® • 

i is that of consequence, deducing an 
argument from what had preceded; ca 
is augmentative and emphatic, as usually 
in Joel; and nP3> has special reference 
to the existing circumstances qf the 
persons addressed, and the instant atten¬ 
tion w r hich the divine message required. 
The combination marks strong feeling in 
the speaker, and the urgent nature of 
the subject to which it is introductory. 
It is to be connected with *'“iv !&•:;, and 

T \ 

not with rnm ; e«3. 

13. The prophet resumes his address, 
and founds upon the call of Jehovah, 
contained in the preceding verse, an 
exhortation to sincere inward repentance, 
which he supports by encouragements 
deduced from the benignity of the divine 
character. Rending the garments was 
usual on occasions of great mourning, 
see Gen. xxxvii. 29, 34 ; 1 Sam. iv. 12 ; 
1 Kings xxi. 27 ; Ezra ix. 3, 5; Is. 
xxxvii. 1. This custom obtained not 
only among the Hebrews, but also among 
the Babylonians, Persians, Egyptians, 
Greeks and Romans, ny-in , is neither 

T T T 7 

the plague of locusts, nor the invasion of 

the Assyrians, but the calamities in gen¬ 
eral which God brings upon mankind. 
This interpretation the preceding con¬ 
text requires. 



4 

Chap. H. JOEL. 105 

Long-suffering, and of great mercy, 

And repenteth of the evil. 

14 Who knoweth ? lie may turn and repent, 

And leave a blessing behind him — 

An offering and a libation, 

For Jehovah your God. 
lo Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, 

Appoint a sacred fast; 

Proclaim a day of restraint. 

16 Assemble the people : convene a sacred assembly; 

Collect the aged ; gather the children, 

And those that suck the breasts; 

Let the bridegroom come forth from his chamber. 

And the bride from her nuptial bed. 

17 Between the porch and the altar, 

Let the priests, the ministers of Jehovah, weep; 

And let them say, Have pity, O Jehovah ! upon thy people, 


14. The question yn v who knoweth, 
while it suggests the idea of the great¬ 
ness of the sin to be pardoned, also con¬ 
veys that of the possibility of such par¬ 
don, 

“- aW’ £t« nal vvv, 

Tat/r’ (incus 5ai<f>poyi, a liice 

Trt$T)TCLl. 

T it 8’ oiS’ ei Ktv ot, <rvy halpovi, dv/ibv 
optyais , 

Tlapfnruy ; ” 

Iliad, xi. 789. 

God’9 leaving a blessing behind him, 
presupposes his return to visit his people 
in mercy. The first-fruits of prosperity 
are due to Him through wfy)se blessing 
it is conferred. 

15, 16. Comp. vcr. i. and chap. i. 14. 
Here the distribution into classes is more 


and twenty cubits high, twenty broad 
from north to south, and ten long from 
east to west. The Fi 3 -} 2 , altar , was that 
of burnt-offering in the court of the 
priests. Here, with their backs toward 
the altar, on which they had nothing to 
offer, and their faces directed towards 
the residence of the Shekinah, they were 
to weep, and make supplication on be¬ 
half of the people, cna as—Jar- 
chi, Seeker, Michael is, Boscnm tiller, Justi, 
Creditor,"Winer, Gesenius, Maurer, Noyes, 
Ilitzig, and Ewald, render, that the na¬ 
tions should make a proverb of them ; but 
such construction is totally unauthor¬ 
ized by Hebrew usage. In upwards of 
fifty instances, in which a occurs 
in the Hebrew Bible, it is never once used 
in the sense of employing derision , or 


minute than in the latter of these pas¬ 
sages. The mourning was to be uni¬ 
versal. The r.sn, was the bridal couch, 
richly provided with a canopy, curtains, 
etc. Boot “ E “, to cover, protect . See 

for the force of the reference to the last 
class mentioned, Deut. xxiv. 5. 


17. nV-s, Arab. ? prior , anterior ; 


the npoyaos , or porch , before the temple, 
more strictly taken. It was an hundred 

14 


satirical language, but uniformly in that 
of likening , or of exercising rule or do¬ 
minion. In fact, the verb is nowhere 
used either with or without the prepo¬ 
sition in the signification of deriding. It 
is the noun alone that is thus employed 
in the forms \rvtzb “,F:, r,*n , tv-, .van , 

i i * 1 - 1 if * • 

to be, set, give , etc. to a derision. Ezek. 
xvi. 44, forms no exception. The ancient 
versions all agree in the translation, that 
the heathen should rule over them. LXX. 
tov Karap(ai avritty foy7j. Targ. ttViVttV, 



106 


JOEL. 


Cbap- XL 


And deliver not tliine heritage to reproach, 

That the nations should rule over them. 

Why should they say among the people, 

Where is llieir God ? 

18 Then Jehovah will be jealous for his land. 

And take compassion upon his people : 

19 Yea, Jehovah will answer, and say unto his people, 

Behold! I will send you the corn, 

And the new wine, and the oil, 

And ye shall have abundance thereof: 

And I will no more deliver you to reproach amoDg the nations. 

20 I will also remove the Northern from you, 

And drive him into a dry and barren land; 


{OfSK? r. Syr. 

t " i ” 1 ; 



♦ V 


Yulg. nt dominentur cis na- 

tiones. Hexap. Syr. ^OOClJo 

Thus also Kimchi, 

Abenezra, Loo Juda, Junius and Tre- 
mellius, Jewish-Spanish, Lyranus, Dru- 
sius, Calvin, Newcome, Dathc, Dooth- 
royd, and Hengstenberg; and there 
does not appear to be any reason why it 
could ever have been rendered other¬ 
wise, but for the influence of the hypo¬ 
thesis, that the preceding part of the 
prophecy relates to locusts, and not to 
political enemies. “Ideo ridiculum est 
quod multi putant contexti sermonem 
de locustis: illud prorsus alienum est a 
Prophetic mente." Calvin, in loc. 

18. Arab. IjlSj valde rubuit ; in 
Piel ssp , to be jealous, from the redness 

' r l« 

or flush by which the face is suffused, 
when a person is under the influence of 
passion. 

19, 20. In the former of these versos, 
respect is had to the removal of the 
calamity, from which the Jew9 were 
suffering at the time the prophecy was 
delivered ; in the latter, that of the 
foreign enemy by whom the country was 
to be invaded. The article is placed 
before 'ri-i-p, and irar, to give 
them prominence, as the principal objects 


which had suffered from the locusts, and 

which w T ere now to be restored. The 

term , the Northern, Northlander, 

• « 

or, as Coverdale renders, Him of the 
North , is of prime importance in the 
interpretation of the prophecy. It has 
been urged against its having any refer¬ 
ence to the locusts, that they visit Pales¬ 
tine from the south, and not from the 
north ; but this objection can scarcely be 
regarded, as valid, since, though they do 
not usually come from that quarter, yet 
they may be carried by a south wind 
across Arabia Deserta, and then, when 
to the north of Palestine, be driven south, 
or south-west into that country. That, 
however, which determines the question, 
is the addition of the patronymic “ to 
•pEa , indicating that the North was not 
merely the quarter whenee the subject of 
discourse came, but that its native country 
lay to the north of Palestine: just as 
, the Tertianite, means the South - 

* r " 

em, or he w f ho dw’ells to the right of Pal¬ 
estine ; -"ISIS, a native Egyptian ; in 

Arabic « Meccite , a 


♦ ♦ 


Mcdinite, i. e. a native or inhabitant of 
Mecca and Medina. Now it is agreed 
on all hands, that the native eountry of 
the locusts is the regions of Arabia, the 
Lybian deserts, and the Sahara of Egypt; 
so that according to the usus loquendi , 
they cannot be meant by the term here 
employed. Indeed, so much has this 
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His van towards the Eastern sea, 

And his rear towards the Western sea; 
And liis odor shall come up, 

And his stench ascend, 

Because he hath done great things. 


been felt by some of those who have ad- 
Tocated the hypothesis, that locusts are 
intended, that they have been under the 
necessity of having recourse to far-fetched 
expedients, in order to support it. Justi, 
contrary to all analogy, projxjses to ren¬ 
der, “the locusts that march northioards.” 
or to explain the term north of what is 
dark, hostile, or barbarous; which con¬ 
struction of the meaning is, in part, 
adopted by Ilitzig. Maurer, on the other 
hand, setting aside these and other me¬ 
thods, has recourse to the Arab. 

deposuit cxcrcmcntum, and thenee deduces 

for ^ex, the signification of stercoreus, 

• ■ ^ 

or, in case this derivation should not be 
approved, to ^_o_w ; decorticare radendo , 

and considers the reference to be either 
to the injurious influence of their dung 
on the trees, herbage, etc., or to their 
stripping them of their verdure. 

On the supposition that by -yEXh , the 

■ 

Northern, the Assyrians are meant, every 
difficulty vanishes. And that they may 
with the strictest propriety be so termed, 
is proved by Zcph. ii. 13 : “ And he 

will stretch out his hand yB*x~V?» upon 
ihe North , and destroy Assyria , and will 
make Nineveh a desolation, and jjry as a 
wilderness.” The Jews were accustomed 
to call Assyria and Babylonia the North , 
and the North country, because they lay in 
that direction from Palestine. “ Quieres, 
quisnam hie Aquilonarisr S. llieron. 
Theodor. Itemigius, Albcrtus ct Hugo 
accipiunt Sennaeherib, quem Dominus, 
longe fecit a Jerusalem : quia dum cam 
obsidcret, angelus Domini una nocte per- 
cussit centum octuaginta quinque millia 
militum, itaque earn fugere eompulit. 4 
Reg. xix. 35.” — A Lapidc. 

The geographical specification which 
follows in the verse is designed to express 
the universality of the destruction of the 


Assyrians. They were to be dispersed 
in every other direction but that from 
which they had come. 13y ■*: , 

the Eastern Sea , is meant the Asphaltic 
lake; byyinxn C*n , the Western Sea, 
the Mediterranean ; and by r^x V-x 

" T • I v V 

a dry and desolate land , the 
1 1 ■ ** 

deserts of Arabia. Literally the words 

and y.inxn, signify what is 
before and behind, and arc applied geo¬ 
graphically in reference to the Orientals 
reckoning the different quarters according 
to the positions of front and rear, right 
and left, while they face the east, which 
is with them the principal point of the 
compass. The language of the prophet 
is figurative, the metaphor being still 
borrowed from the locusts, which perish 
when blown by a storm into the sea, or 
the sandy desert. Jerome refers to a 
similar scene, which literally happened 
when lie was in Palestine. “ Etiam 
nostris temporibus,” he says, “ vidimus 
agmina locustarum terrain texisse Ju- 
dream, quai postea vento surgente in 
mare primum et novissimum preeipitata 
sunt.” And he immediately adds, what 
illustrates the statement of Joel relative 
to the ascending of the stench : “ Cum- 
que littora utriusque mans acervis mor- 
tuoruni locustarum quas aquie evomuer- 
ant, implerentur, putredo earum et firtor 
in tan turn noxius fuit, ut aeram quoque 
corrumperet, et pcstilentia tarn jumen- 
torum, quam hominum gigneretur. C 
and z'fSiface and end are here used in 
the military sense of van and rear , and 
cannot, without violence, be interpreted 
of the swarm of locusts, and a brood 
which succeeded them. nsnx, is a 
aira£ comp, hi a, to be foul, putrid , 

to stink . Arab, y IxA , sordes . Giv¬ 
ing an account of the locusts, Thcvenot 
says, “ They live not above six months, 
and, when dead, the stench of them so 
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21 Fear not, O land! rejoice and be glad, 

For Jehovah doeth great things ! 

22 Fear not, ye beasts of the field ! 

For the pastures of the desert spring up, 

For the tree beareth its fruit; 

The fig-tree and the vine yield their strength. 

23 Rejoice, ye sons of Zion! and be glad in Jehovah your God; 


corrupts and infects the air, that it often 
occasions dreadful pestilences.” Ihc con¬ 
cluding words of the verse convey the 
idea of moral agency, and can with no 
propriety be interpreted of the locusts. 
f\\y V.V Vain. LXX. Ifi Ta 


tyya avrou. Syr. A 


he exalted himself in acting . The phrase 
is obviously used here in a bad sense, and 
indicates the pride of the Assyrians ; 
comp. 2 Kings xxi. 6, where m3*ih, 

a similar idiom, occurs. As employed in 
the fo|lo\ving verse of our prophet, it is 
placed in antithesis with the sense in 
which it is here used, and is to be dif¬ 
ferently understood : viz . of the great 
things that God would do for his people, 
comp. Ps. exxvi. 2, 3. 

21-23. In these verses there is a 
beautiful gradation. First, the land, 
which had been destroyed by the enemy, 
is addressed in a prosopopceia ; then the 
irrational animals which had suffered 
from the famine ; and lastly, the inhabi¬ 
tants themselves. All arc called upon 
to cast off their fears, and rejoice in the 
happy change which Jehovah would 
effect. Desolation, barrenness, and fam¬ 
ine, w'ould disappear, and times of pros- 
. perity and happiness return. -,vt£ ' 33 , 

Sons of Zion, properly the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, but here evidently used to 
denote those of the land generally, of 
which Jerusalem was the metropolis, and 
Zion the centre of religious influence. 

rnitt, is rendered in the Targ. 
*i5T3 your teacher in righteous¬ 

ness ; which Abarbanel explains, 

H3 isV ^pin rs nm rr's'&r, ^>3 
YiEjr rwttn rs*,, And he is 

the king Messiah, who shall teach them 
the way in which they shall walk, and 


the works that they should do . The 

same, or a similar construction of the 
words is found in the Vulg. llufinus, 
Jarehi, Pagninus, Munster, Leo Juda, 
Castalio, the Jewish-Spanish, liemigius, 
Rupertus, Vatablus, Ribera, Mercer, 
CEcolamp., Luther, and most of the early 
Lutheran interpreters; and, among the 
modern, Pick and Ilcngstenberg, the 
latter of whom contends for it at con¬ 
siderable length, and decidedly considers 
the passage to be one of the Messianic 
prophecies. That rniw signifies teacher , 
is beyond all doubt, see 2 Chron. xv. 3 ; 
Job xxxvi. 22 ; Is. ix. 15, xxx. 20 ; and 
from the occurrence of the word in this 
place in connection with rp ”2 , righteous¬ 
ness, which is so frequently referred to 
the Messiah both in the Old and New 
Testaments, there is something very 
plausible in the application of the term 
to him who is specially called by Malaelii 
UTri, The Sun of Righteousness, 

It -r ; 

chap. iv. 4, i. e. the author of that illu¬ 
mination of knowledge which has right¬ 
eousness for its object. To such interpre¬ 
tation, however, there appear to me to be 
the following insuperable objections : — 
First, it is repugnant to the circumstances 
of the context; “ non videtur tainen forre 
hunesensumcireumstantia loci.” Calvin; 
who says of the reason adduced in support 
of it, that it would be out of place to give 
such prominence to merely temporal 
blessings : “ sed ratio ilia est nimis lri- 
gida; ” and goes on to show that, in ac¬ 
cordance with the custom of the pro¬ 
phets, Joel begins with these inferior bless¬ 
ings, and aftenvards, in ver. 28, proceeds 
to treat of those which are spiritual. Sec¬ 
ondly, the repetition of the same term, 
srviw, immediately after, where, as all 
allow', it must be taken in the accepta¬ 
tion of rain . And thirdly, the pccul- 
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For he givcth you the former rain in due measure ; 
Yea, he causeth the heavy rain to descend for you — 
The former and the latter rain as before : 

24 So that the floors shall be full of grain, 


iar force and coherence of the words, 
nv;:r!-r^ and rq.-m cr*. 

The emphasis given to rnitt, by prefixing 
not only the article n, but also the de¬ 
terminating particle ns, shows that the 
prophet had some immediate and definite 
object in view, which we cannot imagine 
to have been any other than the autum-* 
nal rain, which was indispensable any 
year, and more especially after such a 
season of drought, to prepare the ground 
for nourishing the seed. It must have 
been an object of universal and anxious 
desire, and has, in consequence, a high 
degree of importance and prominence 
allotted to it in the text. Sec on the 
force of rs the Lexicons of Lee and 

a a 

Gcsenius. The same consideration will 
account for the form, and the particular 
signification of in this place, 

p mi; « ( 1 f 

The V is to be taken adverbially, as point¬ 
ing out the rule or measure according to 
which the rain was to be rp" -, so that 

J 1 T I , 

the meaning will be, in just quantity , 
adequately, in the proportion suitable to 
the exigency of the case. , the root 

from which this noun is derived, signifies 
to be just, right ; to come up to certain 
claims, to be ichat a person or thing ought 
to be. Comp. Lev. xlx. 36, where p-u 
is used of weights and measures that 
were gxact, or came up to the demands 
of the law. Some propose to reliefer 
rp“"V, bountifully, but this would give 
the Chaldee rather than the Hebrew sig¬ 
nification. Ewald translates, the early 
rain for justification , and explains it of 
the Jews being again accounted right¬ 
eous by God. To the objection of Ilcngs* 
tenburg, that if np-iii in the first half of 
the verse does not designate a different 

divine benefit from m ; ,K in the second, 

■ * " 

an idle lautology will ensue, it is only 
necessary' to reply, that the words occur 
in parallelism, and that in the second 
instance Is merely a resumption for 
the sake of dividing the cpl mentioned 


immediately before into its two regular 
divisions, the former and the latter. The 
term elsewhere used for the former or 
autumnal rain , which falls from the 
middle of October until the middle of 
December, is lit. water er, being 

the Benoni Participle of nv, to dart, 
cast, or scatter, as drops of water. 
however, which is the Iliph. Participle 
of the same verb, docs occur in the same 
acceptation, Ps. lxxxiv. 7. Comp, my 
note on Ilosca vi. 3, where ’sipVw, the 
latter or venial rain is also explained. 

The reading rrp.i"'* which is found in¬ 
stead of the former k, in twenty-three 
MSS., originally in eleven more, now in 
three, in the Jerusalem Talmud, and as 
Keri in the margin of two of De llossi's 
Codices, is in favor of the rendering 
rain , which is that of ail the early ver¬ 
sions, but may possibly have originated 
in emendation. AYith respect to the 
latter occurrence of the word, there is no 


variety of reading. Arab. 



corpus , ct omne id quod Ion gum, largum 
ct profundvm est ; Chald. the body : ap¬ 
plied to such rain as is heavy , or violent, 
and pours down as it were in a body. 
The verbs yry, and n-iiy, are prophetic 
futures. To render ys&ina , in the frst 
month, would involve a contradiction, 
since only one of the two rains could 
happen in that month. It seems, there¬ 
fore, necessary to suppose an ellipsis of 3, 
the participle of comparison, and read 
“ vest"!3 3 , as formerly , or as in former 
times. Comp. Jer, i. 22 ; Jcr. xxxiii. 11, 
where 3 is similarly used; and 

for in the sense of former, 1 Sam. 

xvii. 30 ; Ilagg. ii. 3. Thus the LXX. 
SyT. "Vulg. Arab. One of Kennieott’s 
MSS. and perhaps another, reads yrsi-s. 
The ellipsis of 3 is not infrequent in the 
Hebrew Scriptures. 

24. Here the happy results of the 
plentiful and seasonable rains are set 
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And the vats shall run over with new wine and oil. 

25 Thus he will make good to you the years 
Which the swarming locusts hath devoured, 

The licking locust, the consuming locust, and the gnawing locust, 
My great army which I sent against you. 

26 And ye shall eat plentifully and be satisfied, 

And praise the name of Jehovah your God, 

Who hath dealt wondrously with you: 

And my people shall never be ashamed. 

27 Then shall ye know, that I am in the midst of Israel, 

And that I, Jehovah, am your God, and none else; 

And my people shall never be ashamed. 

28 And it shall come to pass, afterwards, 

That I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh ; 


forth. The ■> in is consequential. 

, comp, the Arab, propulit, 

vii. Conj. iinpuls us fuit, fluxit , to cause 
to fiow, or run over. Tor sec on 
Is. v. 2. 

25. That the prophet has here in view 
the plague of locusts described in chap. i. 
cannot well be doubted. The names, 
though placed in a different order, arc 
identical with those there specified. 
They are called God’s great army , a 
name still given to them by the Arabs. 
See on ver. 11. Though the scourge 
lasted only one year, yet as they not 
only destroyed the whole produce of 
that year, but also what was laid up in 
store for future years, there is no im¬ 
propriety in. the plural form of 
years. The term is used metonymically 
for the produce and supply of years. 
The loss of these Jehovah promises to 
recompense or make good by not only 
furnishing the Jew9 with an abundance 
of temporal enjoyments, but affording 
them the delightful experience of his 
presence and favor as their covenant 
God. This promise is amplified in 
verses — 

26, 27, In which the future prosperity 
of the Jewish church is described in 
terms, which obviously characterize the 
period which succeeded that of the 
Babylonish captivity. The divine re¬ 
compense was not merely to cover the 


evils sustained by the ravages of the 
locusts; it was to extend to those which 
both the Assyrians and the Chaldeans 
were to inflict upon the nation. This 
interpretation is confirmed by what im¬ 
mediately follows respecting the out¬ 
pouring of the Holy Spirit. By God’s 
being in the midst of his people, is 
meant the special manifestation of his 
presence in the communications of his 
favor. The resumption of “> 3 X in ■'j 
forms a beautiful onadiplosis. 

28, 29. The prophet now proceeds to 
predict the impartation of richer gifts in 
future times than those temporal bless¬ 
ings which had just been promised to 
the Jews. ■p—nriS, afterward, LXX. 
/uct a ravra, Hengs’tenberg would place 
in antithesis with ywjxna, ver. 23, which 
he renders first; but the latter phrase 
has reference to what had already taken 
place, and was not future to the time of 
the prophet, > though indefinite, 

is nearly equivalent in force to mnnt5 
, Is. ii. 2, as appears from its hav¬ 
ing been rendered by the apostle Peter 
tv ra?s Tjpipats t in the last 

days. Jaichi, suV ■V'riyV, in futurity; 
Abenezra, nxiain rixt Vs snap n nttK 
■p tx -psn rttfw r -n ■vryV ion 

lV'iriio pn *p ■'nnx nnx r^ttV 

“ Rabbi Jeshua saith, All this 
is a prophecy of the future ; and Rabbi 
Moses the priest saith, If so, why does 
he say after this t but it is the same as, 
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And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
Your old men shall dream dreams, 

Your young men shall see visions ; 

29 And even upon the male and the female servants 
I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 


and it shall come to pass in the latter 
days; ” in which interpretation Kimehi 
concurs, adding, '5 trST'i 

*,y“n -ry Vsnsr a-pa 

•■:b*s u«:nm “in-ian iirs ny m n 

i y-,rz ny'"rn rst Vas 

srm ixunn sVi r.'cb's rrr 
r.y-t y-xr; r^b’c -*:x:t; rrt?»r; r-'t'b 
mm rx, 44 Because it is said, And ye 
shall know that I am in the midst of you. 
What he says is, Now ye know, but 
not with a perfect knowledge, for ye 
will again commit sin before me; but 
after this knowledge there shall come a 
time when ye shall know me with a 
perfect knowledge, and shall sin no 
more, namely, in the days of the Mes¬ 
siah.” That the two phrases are iden¬ 
tical in meaning, clearly appears from 
a comparison of Jer. xlviii. 47, with 
xlix. 6. See on Is. ii. 2. signifies 

to pour out, to communicate in a plentiful 
and abundant manner , and is here used 
with the greatest propriety to denote the 
larger and richer supplies of divine in¬ 
fluence, which were to be afforded to 
the church under the gospel dispensation. 
!TTi, spirit, means here the injlucnccs and 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, as in numerous 
other passages, in which the Spirit is 
said to be put , given, etc.; and these 
communications are described in lan¬ 
guage which shows that they were both 
to be more general and more special in 
their character. In a more general 
point of view, they were to be bestowed 
upon all flesh, L e. mankind 

generally, without distinction of nation or 
country. To restrict this phrase to the 
Jews, as is done by Abenezra, Kimehi, 
Albo, Ilitzig, and others, is irreconcilable 
with Scripture usage, according to which 
it constantly signifies mankind gener¬ 
ally, or the whole human race; just as in 


Arabic, 



and ^ l, £ y | signify homo, 


humanum genus, and Adam is called 


yJsi 


the father of flesh , i. e. of 


mankind. Credncr would have the 
phrase to include the animal creation, 
than which no construction could be 
more preposterous in such connection, 
or more at variance with other passages 
in which the communication of the in¬ 
fluences of the Spirit are limited to the 
human family. The influence, of which 
universality is here predicated, is the 
saving energy which is exerted by the 
Holy Spirit, in commencing, carrying 
on, and consummating the work of 
grace in the souls of men. It accom¬ 
panies the presentation of divine truth 
to the mind, and removes the obstacles 
which the force of innate depravity 
opposes to the reception of the gospel. 
See my Lectures on Divine Inspiration, 
pp. 525-530. Besides the influence 
which w as thus to be vouchsafed for the 
purposes of salvation, the prophet spe¬ 
cifies that which should be more limited 
in its communication, consisting in the 
miraculous endowment of a certain 
number of Jews, of different classes 
and conditions, with the knowledge of 
divine things, and the ability infallibly 
to communicate them to others. The 
persons on whom these gifts were to bo 
conferred are their 44 sons and daugh¬ 
ters ; ” their 44 aged men,” and their 
“youths;” their “male” and 44 fe¬ 
male servants ; ” terms which are mani¬ 
festly designed to teach that their 
bestowment w T as to embrace persons of 
different classes, ranks, and conditions 


of life. t*23, Arab. lo, indicavit , an- 

* " • * 

nunciavit , Eth, Vin: locutus est, 


-HOP: vaticinatus est, pra>dixit, is 
used not merely to denote the foretelling 
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30 And I will show prodigies in the heavens and in the earth, 
Blood and fire, and columns of smoke. 

31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, 

And the inoon into blood, 


of the future events, but to express the 
giving of utternnee to divine truth under 
a miraculous impulse, or the pretending 
to such impulse, whether the utterance 
was made in the way of direct com¬ 
munication, as was the case when the 
prophets addressed their hearers, or by 
the rehearsal or singing of sacred hymns 
under extraordinary divine impulse, as 
when Miriam sung at the lied Sea, 
Exod. xv. 20, 21 ; or when the sons of 
the prophets and Saul prophesied, 1 Sam, 
x. 5, 6, xix. 20-24. Comp. Acts xix. 6, 
xxi. 9 ; 1 Cor. xi. 4, 5, xiv. 1, 5, 6, 22, 
24, 31, 39 ; which passages furnish strik¬ 
ing illustrative examples of the fulfil¬ 
ment of the prophecy of Joel. See also 

1 Chron. xxv. 1-3; and Mode’s works. 
Book I. Discourse xvi. That wc are 
fully warranted to interpret it of the 
extraordinary supernatural gifts which 
were vouchsafed in the apostolic age, is 
placed beyond doubt by its allegation by 
Peter, in justification of the phenomenon 
which took place on the day of rente- 
cost. tovt 6 iffTit this is the fact pre¬ 
dicted by Joel, Acts ii. 16. The quo¬ 
tation was the more apt, since the words 
of the prophet had just been read in the 
pentecostal service of the Synagogue* 
See my Biblical Researches and Travels 
in Russia, p. 326. r*ie'?n, dreams , and 

, visions , belonged to the different 
modes in which God revealed his will 
to the prophets. Numb. xii. 6 ; 1 Sam. 
xxviii. 6, 15 ; Jor. xxiii. 25-28 ; Dan. 
vii. 1, 2. See my Lectures on Inspi¬ 
ration, pp. 147-165. Though no ex¬ 
press mention is made of dreams in the 
apostolic writings, yet repeated reference 
is to visions. See acts ix. 10, 12, x. 3, 
17, jri. 5, xvi. 9, xviii. 9, xxvi. 19 ; 

2 Cor. xii. 1; Rev. ix. 17. Cji , and even, 
indicates a rise in the prophecy, which 
was intended to exclude none, not even 
the lowest and most despised ** servants,” 
from a participation, in the large bestow- 


ment of divine influence. In beautiful 
harmony with this feature of the pro¬ 
phecy is the special recognition of ol 
7tt« xol, the poor , in the New Testament. 
The repetition^mn ns will pour 

out my Spirit , shows, that the influence 
of 'which, in general, they were to be 
partakers, was not merely that which 
consisted in the miraculous gifts, but also 
that ordinary and saving influence which 
is experienced by all believers. What 
ineontrovcrtibly proves that the prophecy 
includes both a more ordinary, and a 
more extraordinary or miraculous divine 
agency, is the extension given to it by the 
apostle Peter, Acts ii. 38, 39 ; where he 
teaches that it was to comprehend “ all 
that are afar off,” i . e. the Gentiles, 
“ even as many as the Lord our God 
shall call ” 

30, 31. In connection with this period 
of the rich enjoyment of divine influence, 
Joel introduces one of awful judgment, 
called as usual nvp Ci\ the day of Jeho¬ 
vah, the precursors of which he describes 
in very alarming language. That the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the Jewish 
polity is intended, most interpreters are 
agreed; but there exists a diversity of 
opinion respecting the character of the 
language, some taking it literally, as 
setting forth physical prodigies, such as 
those which Josephus relates to have 
taken place before the destruction of 
Jerusalem, and tremendous massacres 
and conflagrations in different parts of 
the country; while others maintain 
that it is symbolical, and consequently 
is to be figuratively explained. The 
latter position is more in accordance 
with the style of prophecy, in which we 
not only find a fixed set of symbols, but 
also, very frequently, an accumulation 
of images is introduced for the purpose 
of producing a more powerful effect on 
the mind. See on Is. xiii, 10, xxxiv. 
3—5. The heavens and the earth. 
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Before the great and terrible day of Jehovah come. 

32 And it shall come to pass, 

That whosoever shall call upon the name of Jehovah shall be 
delivered: 

For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be the escaped, 


therefore, mean the political world, with 
its civil and religious establishments ; 
the sun and moon, the higher and supe¬ 
rior ruling powers ; "while the other 
images aie employed to denote the 
disastrous prognosticatory changes that 
were to happen in relation to both. 
Comp. Matt. xxiv. 29 ; Markxiii. 24, 25 ; 
Luke xx. 2.3-27, where the subject is 
the same os that exhibited bv Joel, and 
the symbolical language in a great mea¬ 
sure parallel. Similar images are used 
by pagan writers, when describing the 
forerunners of civil wars, as, for instance, 
Lucanus, Pharsal. lib. ver. 529 : — 

“-Super igne min aces 

Prodigiis terras implerunt, mthera, 
pontum. 

Ignota obscunc viderunt sidera noc- 
tes, 

Ardcntemque polum flnmmis, coclnquc 
volant os, 

Obliquas per inane faces, crinemque 
timendi. 

Sidcris, et terris mutantem regna 
coineten. 

Fulgura fallaci micuerunt crebra se- 
reno, 

Et varias ignis denso dedit acre for¬ 
mas.” 


CTE^., prodigies, whatever objects are 
unusual, portentous, or miraculous, in 
tlieir character. The word is most prob¬ 
ably a derivative from Arab. Conj. iii. 



eminuit, to be conspicuous, admi¬ 


rable, wonderful. LXX. re para. It 
frequently oceuis in combination with 

*V*"K o'Tjjifta, signs, Pi-x-n, only occurs 
once besides, and, as here, in construc¬ 
tion with q jy, viz. Song iii. 6 ; where, 
however, nineteen MSS. and originally 
another read , without the Yod, 

which is doubtless the more correct or¬ 
thography, the Yod having been inserted 



as a help to the pronunciation. There 

can be little doubt that it is derived from 

ikP, to be erect, whence the palm- 

tree, from its tall and erect growth. 

Comp, the Chaldee m KF, a column of 

• * 

smoke ; Arab. and 



turris ; and -i)sn, to rise like 

•• • * 


a column. The phrase will, therefore, 
be equivalent to qriy , of which we 
have the singular -pry , Jud. xx. 40. 
LXX. ar/iffia uairvou ; but in Song iii. 6, 
frreAtx 7 ? Kairyov. ulg. vaporem fumi. 
Targ. columns of smoke, the 

singular of which is used Jud. xx. 40. 


Tanc.: » JulcI, 


pillars of smoke ascending up. Those 
who are familiar with the account given 
by Josephus of the disorders, convulsions, 
excesses, and rebellions, which preceded 
the subversion of the Jewish state, will 
readily admit, that the figurative lan¬ 
guage here employed most appropri¬ 
ately sets forth the awful circumstances 
of the inhabitants of Palestine at that 
period. To render more prominent the 
tremendous nature of the final judg¬ 
ment of the Jews, when their city and 
polity were destroyed, it is not merely 
called rhr^ Dv , but Vvnn 

v : 1 " i 

the great and fearful day oj 
Jehovah; terms which are employed 
by the prophet Malachi, iv. 5, (Ileb. 
iii. 23,) in reference to the same 
event. 

32. The phrase rrin* 1 firs usually 

means to evoke Jehovah according to his 
true character , and designates such as 
he would regard in the light of accep¬ 
table worshippers ; but on comparing 
the quotation of the words with direct 
reference to our Saviour, Rom. x. 13, 
with Acts ix. 14, 1 Cor. i. 2, it appears 
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According as Jehovah hath promised, 
Together with those that are left, 
Whom Jehovah shall call. 


to be here employed as a periphrasis for 
those Jews who should embrace the faith 
of the Messiah, and render to him as 
rnn* 1 , Jehovah, the same supreme worship 
which had been rendered to God by their 
pious ancestors. From the passage just 
quoted from the Acts, it is clear that the 
disciples of Christ were characterized as 
invokers of his name, i. c. as his wor¬ 
shippers, before they were called Chris¬ 
tians. The prophecy contains a gracious 
promise, that, however terrible might be 
the final catastrophe in which the un¬ 
believers should perish, provision would 
be made for the safety of those who be¬ 
lieved in the Messiah. And church his¬ 
tory records its fulfilment; for, on the 
approach of the Homan army, the Chris¬ 
tian inhabitants of Jerusalem took to 
flight, in compliance with the Saviour’s 
warning, and retiring to Pella, on the 
eastern side of the river Jordan, found 
there a safe asylum, while the devoted 
city was being besieged and destroyed. 
— ov fiev aWa na\ rov A aou ttjs £v 'icpo- 
<ro\vfiois inKATjaias, Kara riva XP 1 l<rpbv 
rots ayrd.^i 5on'tpois 5 i hiroxoAvif/fois 
Sofrevra npb rov troAcpou, par avaffr rival 
r rjs iroAewy, nal riva rijs irepalas irdKiv 
oIkciv KeKcAavcrficvov. IleAAav avrfyv &vo- 
fiafauaiv' iv rj t&v fis Xpiarbv 
ctcvk6 ruv ixi t rjs 'IcpovcraAfy/x paruKia- 
fifvuv, k. r. A. Euseb. lib. iii. cap. v. 
mU'Vs , is a collective noun, signifying 
those who have escaped; in other words, 
rj 4v 'lapoaoAvfiois 4KKAT}(rtaj u the church 
in Jerusalem os Eusebius phrases it in 


the above quotation, who not only made 
their escape from the impending calamity, 
but from the “ untoward generation ” to 
which they had belonged, Acts ii. 40; 
Is. iv. 3 ; so that the meaning is, not that 
there should continue to be deliverance 
for those who remained in Zion and Je¬ 
rusalem during the infliction of the 
punishment, but that those who resided 
there should make their escape from it, 
having previously been delivered from 
the condition of those on whom it was 
inflicted. The words rrin* dsn "vjss, 

t - t - 

refer to the promise just made. □■’‘Dnrnn, 
together with those that have been left, 

from nyfc, Arab. aufugit , vaga- 

iusquefuit , and } aufu- 

gens , to flee, make one’s escape, survive 
a slaughter, or any other calamity. The 
reference seems not to be to converted 
Gentiles, as Schmidius, Michoclis, Holz- 
hausen, and others interpret, but to those 
Jews who did not perish in the national 
judgments, but were called into the 
church of Christ. Nnp , as employed in 
the last clause of the verse, signifies to 
call, in the sense of effectually prevailing 
upon any one to choose and participate 
jn the blessings of the divine kingdom. 
Comp. KaAew, as used by Paul, Rom. 
viii. 28, 30, ix. 24 ; 1 Thess. ii. 12. 
Nn'p, the Participle here denotes the 
future. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Is this chapter the prophet returns from the parenthetic view which he had exhibited of 
the commencement of the Christian dispensation, and the overthrow of the Jewish polity, 
to deliver predictions respecting events that were to transpire subsequent to the Baby¬ 
lonish captivity, and fill up the space which should intervene between the restoration of 
the Jews, and the first advent of Christ. He announces the judgment to be hoUlen on 
their enemies after the return to Judea. 1, 2; specifies the reasons why they were to be 
punished, and expressly mentions by name the neighboring nations of Tyre, Sidon and 
rhilistia, 3-G: promises the restoration of those Jews whom these states had sold into 
slavery, while they are threatened with slavery in return, 7, 8; summons the nations to 
engage in the wars in which they were to be destroyed, 9-15; shows, that since these con¬ 
vulsions were brought about by the providence of Jehovah, whose earthly throne was at 
Jerusalem, his people had no ground for alarm, and would experience his protection, 16, 
17; predicts times of great prosperity to them, 18; and concludes with special denuncia¬ 
tions against Egypt and Idumea, with whose fate is placed in striking contrast the pro¬ 
tracted existence of the Jewish polity, 19-21. 


1 F or, behold ! in those days, and at that time, 

"When I shall reverse the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, 

2 I will gather all the nations, 

And bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, 

And will plead with them there, 


1, 2. msnn c*ic-ta, is a 

* — ■» T i - .t - ' 

double mode of expression, employed to 
give greater prominence to the period. 
That the “ days and time " here specified, 
are not identical with the period spoken 
of in the last five verses of the preceding 
chapter, is evident from their being con¬ 
nected by the relative conjunction , 
with the following words, which relate 
to the restoration of the Jewish state. 
"3, at the beginning of the verse, is pro¬ 
perly rendered /or, and refers back to 
chap. ii. 21-27, in which verses times 
of great temporal prosperity are prom¬ 
ised to the Jews. With this prosperity 
was intimately connected the punishment 
of the nations by which they had been 
afflicted ; and, accordingly, such punish¬ 
ment forms the subject of the present 
chapter. Instead of , the Keri sub- 
6titutes333jt<, in which it is supported by 


twenty-five of Kemricott's MSS.; but 

the frequent occurrence of map a rv , in 

« 

which the Kal form is to be taken eausa- 
tively, shows that there was no necessity 
for the emendation. See Ps. xiv. 7, 
liii. 7, exxvi. 7 ; Is. lii. 8. Some in¬ 
terpret the phrase of a general restora¬ 
tion to circumstances of prosperity, with¬ 
out any reference to previous circum¬ 
stances of actual captivity, as in the case 
of Job xlii. 10; but considering its 
common application to the return from 
Babylon, and the express mention of the 
scattering of the nation among the 
heathen, ver. 2, it seems more natural to 
refer it to the same event in this place. 
That the restoration of the Jews from 
their present dispersion is meant, and 
that the judgments to be inflicted on the 
nations ore those which are predicted, 
Rev. xvi. 14, 16, is rendered impossible 
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On account of my people, and Israel mine inheritance, 
Whom they have scattered among the nations, 

And have divided my land ; 

3 And have cast lots for my people, 

And given a boy for an harlot, 

And sold a girl for wine, 

That they might drink. 

4 And truly, what arc ye to me, O Tyre and Zidon l 


by the introduction of the Tyrians, Si- 
donians, Philistines, etc. verses 4 and 19, 
since these states all received their punish¬ 
ment prior to the advent of Christ- By 

the valley of Jehoshaphal, 
some understand the narrow valley 
through which the brook Kedron flows, 
between the city of Jerusalem and the 
mount of Olives. To this valley or glen, 
in which is the celebrated burying-place 
of the Jews, the Rabbins have appro¬ 
priated the name, and maintain, that in 
it the final judgment of the world is to be 
held; — a conceit in which they have 
been followed by many Christian writers, 
as well as hv the Mohammedans. Others 
suppose it to be a designation of the valley, 
otherwise called ps?, the valley of 

blessing, 2 Chron. xx. 2G ; but as neither 
of these localities at all comport with the 
magnitude of the subject treated of by 
the prophet, we have no alternative but 
that of considering the words, not as 
constituting a proper name, or the name 
of any specific locality, but as symbolical 
in their import, and designed to charac¬ 
terize the theatre of the bloody ware 
that took place after the Babylonish cap¬ 
tivity, by which the hostile nations con¬ 
tiguous to Judea had signal vengeance 
inflicted upon them. They literally sig¬ 
nify, the valley where Jehovah judgeth, 
and mean the scene of divine judgments. 
The term valley appears to have been 
selected on account of such locality 
being mentioned in Scripture as the 
•usual theatre of military conflict. This 
view of the subject is supported by the 
Targ. in which the words are not re¬ 
tained, but translated s:*“ -r“a, 

the plain of the distribution of judgment, 
and by the translation of Theodot. 


%d>pay Tvjy Kpicretus. The nations to be 
punished are restricted, ver. 2, to such 
as should have scattered the Jews, and 
occupied their land. Comp. chap. ii. 17. 

3. The Jews were frequently treated 

in the most ignominious manner by their 
enemies. Such conduct is here affect- 
ingly set forth. That it was customary 
to cast lots for those who were taken 
captive, see Obad. ver. 11; Nah. iii. 10. 
The giving of a boy for a whore, docs 
not mean the exchange of the one for 
the other, but the payment of the captive 
for an act of sensual indulgence ; just as 
the selling of a girl for wine, means 
giving her in compensation for a draught 
of it. Comp. Gen. xxxviii. 17 ; comp, 
also Deut. xxii. 18, where t the 

hire of a wh ore, is coupled with rVr W, 

• • * 

the price of a dog ; and the Arabic prov¬ 
erb, } the son of a 

whore hired with oil . Meid. xciv. Char- 
den mentions that when the Tartars came 
into Poland, they carried off all the chil¬ 
dren they could, and, finding at length 
that they were not redeemed, sold them 
at the low price of a crown. In Min- 
grelia, he adds, they sell them for pro¬ 
visions, and for wine. 

4. Among the nations bordering on 
the country of the Jews, which had ren¬ 
dered themselves particularly obnoxious 
to the divine wrath, were those on the 
west, for which see on Is. xxiii. and 
xiv. 28. CPS rn Ban , and truly what 
arc ye to met Think ye that I make any 
account of you ? or that ye can success¬ 
fully oppose yourselves to me ? The 
interrogation is altogether different in 
meaning, as it is in form, from the idiom 
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And all the coasts of Philistia ? 

Will ye retaliate upon me ? 

If‘ indeed, ye retaliate upon me, 

Speedily and swiftly I will bring your retaliation 
Back upon your own head. 

5 Because ye have taken away my silver and my gold ; 

And my goodly objects of delight 
Ye have carried into your temples ; 

G And have sold the sons of Judah and the sons of Jerusale 
To the sons of the Javanites, 

That they might be removed far from their own border. 

7 Behold ! I will arouse them from the place 
Whither ye have sold them ; 


II 


k 


■'?—r», what have we in common f 

V i • • " 

with which Kimehi compares it. , 

circuits . districts. Comp. Josh. xiii. *i, 
where the word is rendered coasts in our 
version. They were properly provinces, 
of which there were five in number, each 
governed by a y*.q, prince , or lord. V z, 

m m 

ally before riV“Vs » expresses contempt. 

ts, is not here correlate with ri, in Vskmi, 
• * 

but puts a fresh ease for the sake of ar¬ 
gument. The ease supposed, however, 
was true in fact. The interrogative n as¬ 
sumes here the form of the article, as in 
several other places. Sec on Amos v. 25. 

signifies to do good or evil to any one; 
then to recompense him, either with good 
or evil; to retcardy retaliate. The mean¬ 
ing here seems to be, that if these bor¬ 
dering states, taking advantage of certain 
untoward circumstances in the history of 
the Jews, attempted to revenge the vic¬ 
tories gained over them by the latter, 
the)' should be dealt with in the way of 
divine retaliation. Jehovah here speaks 
of what was done to his people as done 
to himself. Comp. Zech. ii. 8 ; Matt, 
xxv. 40. mnw Vjp, is an asyndeton. 

Comp. Is. v. 26, where the order of the 
words is reversed. 

5. As in the preceding verse God had 
identified himself with his people, so here 
he speaks of their property as his. Some 
suppose the precious vessels belonging to 
the temple to be intended by 

D*zbut the articles of private property 


most highly esteemed by the Jews are 
more probably meant ; since it docs not 
appear that ever the enemies specified by 
Joel plundered the temple at Jerusalem, 
though express mention is made of the 
plunder of the royal palace by the Phi¬ 
listines, etc., 2 Cliron. xxi. 17. Comp. 
ILos. xiii. 15 ; 2 Chron. xxxvi. 10. It 
was customary to hang up or deposit in 
the idolatrous temples, as presents dedi¬ 
cated to the gods, certain portions of the 
spoils taken in war. Arrian, ii. 24. Cur- 
tius, iv. 2. 

6. c: V“ ■*: 2 , the sons of the Javanites , 

i. e. the Grecians. Comp, i/fes ’A 
of Homer ; and see on Is. lxvi. 19. 
Crcdner, llitzig, and some others, think 
that the prophet refers to Javanites of 
Arabia Felix, mentioned Ezek. xxvii. 10; 
but the reasons thev adduce in favor of 
their opinion are insufficient to establish 
the point. In Ezek. xxvii. 13, Javan is 
mentioned, along with Tubal and Me- 
shech, as trading in the persons of men 
with the merchants of Tyre. Slavery 
formed an important nrticleof Phoenician 
commerce, and equally so of that carried 
on by the Greeks, to whom the former 
might easily convey the Jewish captives. 
So famous did the island of Delos become 
as a slave mart, that sometimes 10,000 
were bought and sold in a single day. 

7, 8. Saleans; Pocotkc’s Arab. 

MSS. a I f J^jd| ^ the people of Jemen, 
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And bring back your retaliation 
Upon your own head ; 

8 I will sell your sons and your daughters 
Into the hand of the sons of Judah, 

And they shall sell them to the Sabeans, to a distant nation; 
For Jehovah hath spoken it. 

0 Proclaim ye this among the nations; 

Prepare war ; rouse the mighty ; 

Let all the warriors approach ; let them come up. 

10 Beat your coulters into swords, 

And your pruning-hooks into spears ; 

Let the feeble say, I am mighty. 

11 Hasten and come, all ye nations around, 


See on Is. lx. G. As the Sabeans traded 
with India, it is not improbable that 
distant, may be designed to include 
that part of the East; though it is said 
of the Queen of Sheba, that she came 
4k tuv irtpiruv ryjr yys, Matt. xi. 42. 
This prophecy was fulfilled before and 
during the rule of the Maccabees, when 
the Jewish affairs were in so flourishing 
a state, and the Phteniciun and Philistine 
powers were reduced by the Persian 
arms under Artaxerxes Mnemon, Darius 
Ochus, and especially Alexander and his 
successors. On the enpture of Tyre by 
the Grecian monarch, 13,000 of the in¬ 
habitants were sold into slavery. When 
he took Gaza also, he put 10,000 of the 
citizens to death, and sold the rest, with 
the women and children, for slaves. 
Fuvorablc, on the other hand, os he 
was to the Jews, there can be no doubt 
that he ordered the liberation of such of 
them as were captives in Greece. 

9. reiT, this, refers to what immediately 
follows : the assembling of the different 
nations, in order to engage in the wars 
in which, in succession, they were, as 
political states, to be Bulxlucd and perish. 

, is not simply to ‘prepare, as Kimchi 
explains it, but to prepare by the use of 
religious rites and ceremonies, such as the 
heuthen employed when they undertook 
a military enterprise. 

10. Here a state of things is presented 
to view, directly the opposite of what 


was to exist in the days of the Messiah, 
Is. ii. 4 ; Micah iv. 3. Such was to be 
the extent of the conflict, that, in the 
lack of a sufficient number of arms, the 
ordinary implements of husbandry would 
be converted into weapons. 

“- squalent abduetis arva 

colonis, 

Et curvie rigidum falces confiantur in 
ensem,” 

Virgil. Georg . i. 507. 

“ Sareula cessabant, versique in pila 
ligoncs, 

Factaquc dc rastri pondcre cassis 
crat." 

Ovid. Fast, i. 699. 


11. aisy, a &na£ Acy. in all probability 
the same in signification with rsn, to 
hasten. The ancient versions follow the 
LXX., who render, <rvva&polfe<r&e. 


Arab. 


.*. 1 * 


vitam duxit, vixit; hence 


the idea of liveliness, activitg, agility, etc. 
Mi: n, is the Imperative in Hiphil of Mh:, 
to descend , go or come down. The place 
whither, is the scene of warfare, the 
valley of Jehoshaphat, implied in n*ar, 
w hich with the n is frequently the same 
in signification with ari. Th e abrupt 
transition to Jehovah has a powerful 
effect. Whatever might be the individual 
views of those engaged in the conflict, 
they were the instruments of Divine 
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And gather yourselves together ; 

Thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O Jehovah 1 

12 Let the nations be roused, let them come up 
To the valley of Jehoshaphat; 

For there I will sit to judge all the nations around. 

13 Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: 

Come, descend, for the wine-press is full, 

The vats run over ; 

For their wickedness is great. 

14 Multitudes! multitudes 
In the valley of decision ! 

For the day of Jehovah is near, 


wrath, and are on this account called the 
“ mighty ones ” of Jehovah. Comp. Is. 
x. o-7. 

12. To give prominence to the in¬ 

terest which God had in what was to 
take place, the metaphor is here changed 
into that of a judicial process, in which 
he acts as judge, and gives a just deci¬ 
sion against the enemies of his people. 
For p)cv, sec on vcr. 2. Here. 

ii ; I V 11 # ' 

as in that verse, the nations to be pun¬ 
ished were those a'S&ia , circumjacent to 
Judea. 

13. The prophet now employs meta¬ 
phors taken from the harvest and the 
vintage, which strikingly express the 
havoc and destruction effected by war: 
the one denoting the slaughter or cutting 
down of armies, and the other the effu¬ 
sion of their blood. The same images 
are similarly employed, Is. xvii. 5, 6, 
lxiii. 2 ; Lam. i. 15 ; and especially 
Rev. xiv. 14-20. Vata, a sickle , Arab. 

JLsXJwO, Syr. Arab, the root, 

signifies to cut. The sickles of 

the East, as represented on Egyptian 
monuments, pretty much resembled ours, 
only some of them were smaller, and 
had more the appearance of a knife 
hooked at the end. m, from •n’% to 
descend , some take to be used here in the 

acceptation of the Arab. /V, calcavit. 

(S y 

Thus the LXX. iroTctTe. But as in 


order to tread the gTapes it was necessary 
to go down into the wine-press, it seems 
better to abide by the ordinary significa¬ 
tion of the Hebrew verb, and (o consider 
the action of treading to be implied, 
rather than expressed. At the close of 
the verse the metaphor is dropped, and 
the cause of the thing signified is boldly 
presented to view. 

14. 0 * 2 *:n, multitudes , multi - 

‘ * *: 

tudeSy a Hebraism for immense multitudes. 
This rendering is preferable to that of 
tumults. In the preceding verses, the 
nations are called upon to assemble, and 
here the prophet, beholding them con¬ 
gregated in obedience to the summons, 
breaks out into an appropriate exclama¬ 
tion in regard to their number, -pin, 
Piscator, the Geneva English, Calvin, 
Leo Juda, Michtelis, Justi, Holzhauscn, 
and Credncr, take in the sense of thresh¬ 
ing. Kirachi, Tanchum, Abulwalid, 
Newcome, and some others, render ex¬ 
cision ; but the LXX. Thcodot. Syr. 
Targ. Thcodoret, Dathe, Roscnmliller, 
Gcsenius, Hitzig, Maurer, Ewald, and 
Ffirst, translate the -word by decision or 
judgment , which seems more in keeping 

with the name of the valley, and the 

* * 

idea of a judicial process, set forth vcr. 
12. Comp, for the acceptation to de¬ 
termine, decide , as attaching to the verb 
y^n, 1 Kings xx. 40; Is. x. 22. The 
meaning is the decision or doom of the 
nations to which the prophecy refera. 
The repetition of ynnn pc*, heightens 

the effect. 
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In the valley of decision. 

15 The sun and the moon shall be darkened, 

And the stars shall withdraw their shine. 

16 For Jehovah shall roar out of Zion, 

And utter his voice from Jerusalem, 

And the heavens and the earth shall shake; 

But Jehovah is a refuge for his people, 

A stronghold for the sons of Israel. 

O 

17 And ye shall know that I Jehovah am your God, 
Dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain; 

Then shall Jerusalem be holy ; 

Foreigners shall invade her no more. 

O 

18 And it shall come to pass in that day, 

That the mountains shall drop new wine, 

And the hills shall flow with milk, 


15. A figurative mode of representing 
the removal of the political rulers of the 
world. Comp. chap. ii. 10, 31. 

16. These words, as Chandler properly 
remarks, seem to intimate very plainly, 
that at least part of the judgments here 
threatened to be exerted upon the 
neighboring nations, should be executed 
by the Jews themselves. They doubtless 
refer to the victories obtained by Matta- 
thias, and his sons the Maceabcans. As 
king of the Jewish nation, Jehovah had 
his residence in Jerusalem, whence he 
eaused his power to be exerted to the 
discomfiture of his enemies, and the de¬ 
liverance and protection of his people. 
Comp. Fs. xviii. 13; Hab. iii. 10, 11. 

, to roar , is properly used of the lion, 
but is metaphorically applied to God, to 
express the terrible majesty with which 
he encounters his foes. Comp. Jer. 
xxv. 30 ; Amos i. 2. iii. 8. 

17. yn*, is here, as in Is. Iii. 6. lx. 1G; 
Hos. ii. 20, to be taken in the accep¬ 
tation of experiencing , knowing by ex¬ 
perimental proofs of the divine kindness. 
This the Jews did in the deliverances 
effected on their behalf, after the return 
from the captivity, especially on the 
death of Antioehus Epiphanes, and in 
the enjoyment of their national and re¬ 
ligious privileges, till the termination of 


their polity. That the strong language 
ot the close of the verse docs not imply 
a state of immunity from invasion, to 
which there was absolutely to be no end, 
will appear on comparing Is. Iii. 1, and 
Nah. i. 15. See my note on the former 
of these passages. From the death of 
Antioehus till the coming of the Messiah, 
no hostile power should take possession 
of the holy city. To express the perfect 
immunity from idolatry, by which Jeru¬ 
salem should be characterized, holi¬ 
ness in the abstract, is used. Comp. 
Obad. 17. By strangers, or bar¬ 

barians, foreign enemies are meant. 

38. A splendid figurative represen¬ 
tation of the extraordinary prosperity 
to be accorded to the Jewish people 
after the destruction of their enemies. 

Thus Tanchum in Foeocke, 

^ -tcv f| SjjLCf, “ me¬ 
taphorical language, denoting abundance 
of plenty and blessings.” Comp. Is. 
xxx. 23-25, xliv. 3, and especially Amos 
ix. 13. 

“ Flumina jam lactis, jam flumina nec- 
tnris ibant, 

Flavaque de viridi stillabant iliee mella." 

Ovid . Mctam. i. 111. 
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And all the channels of Judah shall flow with water, 

And a fountain shall go forth from the house of Jehovah, 
And water the valley of Acacias. 

19 Egypt shall become desolate, 

And Edom a desolate wilderness, 

For the violence done to the sons of Judah, 

Because they shed innocent blood in their land. 

20 But Judah shall be inhabited for ever, 

And Jerusalem to successive generations. 

21 And I will regard their blood as innocent, 


Kal Tore 8^ x a P°’ y yd\T}r &ebs av- 
Spouri Secret 

Kal yap yr\ *al 5eV5pa K<d &,<nrera 
bpffinaTa yatTfs 

Auxrovffiv napnbv rbv aA rj&ivbi' av&pdr 

VOlffl 

Oivov Kal fitKiros yKvKfus, Aei >kov T€ 
ya\i iktos 

Kal cf'itov, oirtp t<JTi f3porois KaAAnrTOi/ 
airdvTwv. 

Sibyl, Orac. 

C“as ; H V)"?3, the valley of Shiltim , i. e. 
Acacias. There was a place of this name 
in the country of Moab, Num. xxv. 1, 
xxxiii. 49 ; Josh. ii. I ; but most inter¬ 
preters think that the valley is meant 
through which the Kidron flows to the 
Dead Sea. Consistency of interpretation 
requires us to understand this. part of 
the verse figuratively of the most desert 
and arid spots, such as the acacia is fond 
of. Fertility was to go forth from the 
presence of Jehovah into the whole land. 
Viewed in this light, there is no incon¬ 
gruity in representing the water as ex¬ 
tending even across the Jordan, however 
impossible it might be as a physical phe¬ 
nomenon. Comp. Ezek. xlvii. 1—12; 
Zech. xiv. 8. 

19. The wrongs done to the Jews 
by the Egyptians and Idumeans, which 
the prophet here declares were to be 
avenged, were those committed at dif¬ 
ferent times after the captivity. Pales¬ 
tine suffered greatly during the wars 
between the Syrian and Egyptian kings, 
especially in the reign of Ptolemy Epi- 
phancs, when they exposed themselves 

16 


to the indignation of that king by 
siding with Antioehus the Great. In 
the time of Cleopatra also, her son La- 
thyrus gained a victory over the army 
of Alexander Janneus, in which the Jews 
lost upwards of thirty thousand men; 
and who, to increase the terror of his 
name, massacred the women and children, 
cut their bodies in pieces, and boiled the 
flesh. The Idumeans, though less for¬ 
midable, never omitted any favorable 
opportunity that offered of showing their 
hostility to the Jews. The condition to 
which both these countries were speedily 
reduced, and in which they have re¬ 
mained to the present day, verifies the 
prediction here delivered. Instead of 
SifcisrV, a number of MSS. exhibit the 
synonymous nxrV.— rvyin* 323 C^n, 

the violence of the so?is of Judah , is the 
Genitive of object, meaning the violence 
done to them. Comp. Obad. 10. r.'pj is 
spelt here and Jonah i. 14 ; but in 
the present text, nine of Kennicott’s 
MSS. and four of De Rossi's, with eight 
more originally, read "p:. Among these 
are four Spanish MSS., two of which 
De Rossi characterizes as accuralissimi . 
The pronominal affix in qxis, refers to 
the Jews spoken of immediately before. 

20. nr?, is used passively, as in Is. 

xiii. 20. and -ii“3 “rin, are to be 

r ▼ 

limited by the subject to which they .are 
predicated. Thus the state of desolation 
during the seventy years’ captivity in 
Babylon, is said to be for ever, 

Jer. xviii. 16. 

21. In the words n ■* T : tiV Z'cn “nY:", 

■ 1 * * • 11 • . . ' 
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Which I have not regarded as innocent; 
And Jehovah shall dwell in Zion. 


there is an ellipsis of its, after , the 
affix in which refers to the Jews, not to 
their enemies. Almost all the inter¬ 
preters have stumbled at , the verb 
here employed, but they have generally 
got over the difficulty, by giving to it the 
signification of , I have avenged — 

a signification which nowhere attaches to 
it in the Hebrew Bible. For the dif¬ 
ferent explanations see Pococke. rspi, 

Arab. ^ purus, mundus fuit, iL and 

iv. mundavit . Syr. in Pacl. sacrificavit, 
lihavit . In Niph. the Heb. verb, signifies 


to he morally pure, to be free from pun¬ 
ishment ; in Piel, as here, to regard, pro¬ 
nounce, or treat as innocent, to pardon . 
The words were doubtless suggested by 
3 tin in the preceding verse, and are 
to be rendered, I will regard their blood 
as innocent, which I have not regarded as 
innocent ; i. e. I will pardon those whom 
I have treated as guilty. My people, 
whom I have punished on account of 
their apostasies, I will henceforth regard 
with favor and love. The affix e in 
EKT , corresponds to the same in 
ver. 19. — the Participle used with 
futurity of signification. 



AMOS 


PREFACE. 

Amos, (Ileb. burden, a word purely Hebrew, and not of Egyptian 

origin, and the same as Amasis or Amosis, as Gcscnius conjectures,) was, 
as we learn from the inscription, a native of Tekoah, a small town in the 
tribe of Judah, at the distance of about twelve miles south-east of Jerusalem. 
The country round being sandy and barren, was destitute of cultivation, 
and fit only to be occupied by those addicted to pastoral life. Among these 
our prophet was originally found; and, though it was counted no disgrace 
in ancient times, any more than it is at the present day in Arabia, to follow 
this occupation, kings themselves being found in it, (2 Kings iii. 4,) yet there 
is no reason to suppose that Amos belonged to a family of rank or influence, 
but the contrary. No mention is made of his father; but too much stress 
is not to be laid upon this circumstance. That he had been in poor circum¬ 
stances, however, appears from the statement made chap. vii. 14; from 
which also it is incontrovertible, that no change of circumstances intervened, 
which may be supposed to have been more favorable to mental culture, but 
that he was called at once to exchange the life of a shepherd for that of a 
prophet. 

Though a native of the kingdom of Judah, he discharged the functions of 

C O ' o 

his office in that of Israel — a fact which is to be accounted for, not, as Bcr- 
tholdt conjectures, on the ground of some personal relations, but by an ex¬ 
press Divine commission to occupy it as the scene of his labors. Eichhorn 
ingeniously supposes the reasons of his selection to have been, that the ap¬ 
pearance of a foreign prophet was much more calculated to excite attention 
than that of a native, and that such a prophet was more likely to command 
respect than any belonging to a kingdom in which impostors and fanatics 
abounded. 

The time at which he prophesied is stated in general terms, chap. i. 1, to 
have been in the reigns of Uzziah, king of Judah, and Jeroboam II., king 
of Israel, the former of whom reigned u. c. 811-750, and the latter n. c. 
825-784, but in which of these years he was called to the office, and how long 
he continued to exercise it, we are not told. Even if any dependence could 
be placed upon the Jewish tradition, Joseph. Antiq. ix. 10, 4, and Jerome 
on Amos i. 1, that the earthquake mentioned here, and Zeeh. xiv. 5, took 
place when Uzziah attempted to usurp the sacerdotal functions, we should 
still be unable to fix the exact date, since it is uncertain in what year the at¬ 
tempt was made. 

That he was contemporary with Ilosca, appears not only from the dates 
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assigned in both their books, but from the identical state of affairs in the 
kingdom of the ten tribes, which they so graphically describe. Whether he 
flourished also in the days of Isaiah and Mi call cannot be determined. 

As we have already found, from the prophecy of Ilosea, idolatry, with its 
concomitant evils, effeminacy, dissoluteness, and immoralities of every des¬ 
cription, reigned with uncontrolled sway among the Israelites in the reign of 
Jeroboam the son of Joash. It is chiefly against these evils that the denun¬ 
ciations of Amos are directed. 


The book may properly be divided into three parts : First, sentences pro¬ 
nounced against the Syrians, the Philistines, the Phoenicians, the Edomites, 
the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Jews, and the Israelites, chapters i. and ii. 
Second, special discourses delivered against Israel, chapters iii.-vi. Third, 
visions, partly of a consolatory, and partly of a eomminatory nature, in 
which reference is had both to the times that were to pass over the ten 
tribes, previous to the coming of the Messiah, and to what was to take place 
under his reign, chapters vii.-ix. 

In point of style, Amos holds no mean place among the prophets. The 
declaration of Jerome, that he was imperitus scnnonic , has not been justified 
by modern critics. On the contrary, it is universally allowed that, though 
destitute of sublimity, he is distinguished for perspicuity and regularity, em¬ 
bellishment and elegance, energy and fulness. Ilis images are mostly orig¬ 
inal, and taken from the natural scenery with which he was familiar; his 
rhythmus is smooth and flowing; And his parallelisms are in a high degree 
natural and complete. In description, lie is for the most part special and 
local; he excels in the minuteness of his groupings, while the general vivid¬ 
ness of his manner imparts a more intense interest to all that he delivers. 
In some few instances, as in chapters iv. vi. and vii. the language approaches 
more to the prose style, or is entirely that of narrative. 

From chap. vii. 10-13, it appears that the scene of his ministry was Bethel. 
Whether he left that place in consequence of the interdict of Amaziah, the 
priest, we know not. According to Pseudo-Epiphanius, lie afterwards re¬ 
turned to his native place, where he died, and was buried with his fathers \ 
but no dependence can be placed on the statement 



CHAPTER I. 


After a chronological and general introduction, yer. 1, 2, this chapter contains a heavy 
charge, accompanied with denunciations, against the Syrians of Damascus. 3-5; (lie 
lMiilistiues, G-8; the Phccuicians, 9, 10; the Idumcans, 11, 12; and the Ammonites, 
13-15. 


1 The Tvords of Amos, who was among the shepherds of Tekoah, 
which he saw concerning Israel, in the days of Uzziali, king of 
Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam, the son of Joasli, king of 
Israel, two years before the earthquake. 


1. With the exception of the book of 
Jeremiah, that of Amos is the only one 

ar 

of the prophets commencing with **“ 12 ^, 

^ »» * « 

41 The words of—Comp, however, 
Hag. i. 12. The meaning is, the subjects 
or matter's of oracular communication 
which he was employed by the prophetic 
Spirit to deliver, and which were now, 
under the influence of the same Spirit, 
committed to writing. Their divine ori¬ 
gin is clearly determined by what is add¬ 
ed, ntn -irs, u which he saw,” i. c. which 
were supernaturally presented to his men¬ 
tal vision. See on Is. i. I, The preposi¬ 
tion 2 inC*“j :2 2 , does not denote dis¬ 
tinction, intimating that Amos was great¬ 
er in point of wealth or respectability 
than the rest of the shepherds, as Kimeht 
would have it, but simply that he was of 
their number ; he belonged to their con¬ 
dition of life, and followed their occu¬ 
pation. The phrase rrn ex¬ 

presses, in fact, nothing more than rt*n 
Comp, for similar usage 1 Sam. 
xix. 24 ; Ps. cxviii. 7 ; and the Arabic 

nps occurs only 
here, and 2 Kings iii, 4, By some it is 


supposed to denote the shepherd or keeper 
of a species of sheep and goals, distin¬ 
guished by certain marks, and to be de¬ 
rived from -ip:, to prick, or mark with 
punctures , and so to distinguish by such 
marks. By ethers, it is more properly 
referred for illustration to the Arab. 

JJu, genus ovium deforme ct brevipes , 

and ovium , appcllatarum 

pastor. From the dlsestecm in which 
such animals were held, arose the proverb, 

L Vq J | more vile than the 

NntAD. At the same time, as their wool 
was valuable, they were kept in great 
numbers. In both instances in which 
the term occurs, it seem9 to be used in a 
more general acceptation. Aq. tv ttoi/x- 
vorp6$ois', Symm. and the fifth edit* 
tv roTr iroiptaiv. The explanation of 
Cyril is not inept: ’A fi&s ytyovcv alirdKos 

4v 7Jp Kal TTOip-CVlKOtS tdcal Tf 8f VOfiOiS 

tvrt^pafifievos. The LXX. tv ’A kkcl~ 
pcf/x, mistaking it for the name of a 
place where they supposed the prophet to 
have been when he received his Divine 
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2 And he said: 

Jehovah roareth from Zion, 

And uttcrcth his voice from Jerusalem; 
The pastures of the shepherds mourn, 
And the summit of Carmel withcrcth. 

3 Thus saith Jehovah : 

For three transgressions of Damascus, 


communications. The mins of 
Arab. ^ TekiY a, Dr. Robinson 

found covering nn extent of four or five 
acres on an elevated hill, not steep, but 
broad at the top, about two hours distant 
from Bethlehem. On approaching it, he 
describes the landscape as rocky and 
sterile, yet rich in pasturage, as was tes¬ 
tified by the multitude of the flocks. 
(Palestine, ii. pp. 181, 182.) The sur¬ 
rounding region, especially that in the 
direction of the Dead Sea, is called 
y -13 nw, 2 Chron. xx. 20, and tpcfios 
Oe/fwc, 1 Macc. ix. 33. In this pas¬ 
turing district, our prophet originally 
tended his flocks, and collected the syca¬ 
more figs. For the dates here specified, 
see the Introduction. The prophecy is 
specially directed against Israel, or the 
kingdom of the ten tribes, though that 
of Judah, and likewise several foreign, 
states, are also expressly denounced. We 
possess no data by which to fix the year 
in which the earthquake, here mentioned, 
occurred. Zcchariah, ehap. xiv. 5, refers 
to it as having happened in the days of 
Uzziah, but he does not specify the year. 
According to Josephus, it took place on 
occasion of the invasion of the sacerdotal 
office by that monarch, Antiq. ix. 10, 4. 
As earthquakes are by no means un¬ 
common at Palestine, it must have been 
unusually severe to entitle it to the spe¬ 
ciality of reference here employed. Some 
interpret rsn of a civil commotion, but 
without sufficient ground, as the connec¬ 
tion Zech. xiv. 4, 5, shows. 

2. Zion, or Jerusalem, being the cen¬ 
tral point of the theocracy, was the spec¬ 
ial residence of Jehovah, to whom the 
judgments afterwards denounced, are, in 
highly figurative language, immediately 
referred, commonly employed to 


express the roaring of the lion, is here 
used to set forth the awful character of 
those judgments. Dathe, stumbling at 
the boldness of the figure, renders, Jova 
cx Zione dira pronunciat; thereby de¬ 
stroying the poetical force of the lan¬ 
guage. Comp. Jer. xxv. 30; Job xxxvii. 
4. i in marks the apodosis. For 

CjMn comp, Ps. xxiii. 

2. Vttns , Michaelis, Justi, and others take 

■ 1 * 

to be the Carmel, now called by the Arabs 

Kurmul , which lies near Yutta, 

or Juttah, between two and three hours 

to the south of Hebron ; but though the 

mountainous region about that place was 

more in the proximity of the prophet, 

yet the established scripture reference to 

the fertility of the celebrated Mount 

Carmel in the tribe of Asher seems to 

entitle the latter to the preference. In 

fnct, there docs not appear to be any 

mountain deserving the name in the hill 

country of Judah. The hill of Maon, 

which is close bv, is not less than two 

•> 

hundred feet higher than the site of the 
ruins of the castle of Kurmul. Sec 
Robinson, ut sup. pp. 193-200. Besides 
the identical phrase, trrtin, the 

summit of Carmel , which again occurs 
chap. ix. 3, in immediate connection 
with the sea, is employed in application 
to the western Carmel, 1 Kings xviii. 42. 

3. Here begins a series of minatory 
predictions against different states, which 
extends to ehap. ii. 8, where it merges 
in a continued denunciation of judg¬ 
ments directed almost exclusively against 
the Israelites. Instead of proceeding at 
once to charge the ten tribes with the 
flagrant evils of which they had been 
guilty, Amos commences with the Sy¬ 
rians, and after exposing their wicked- 
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And for four, I will not reverse it; 

Because they threshed Gilead with sledges of iron ; 
4 But I will send a fire into the house of Ilazael, 

And it shall devour the palaces of Bcnhadad. 


ness, and that of the Philistines, the 
Phoenicians, the Edomites, the Ammo¬ 
nites, the Moabites, and the Jews, he 
comes to his proper subject, on which he 
dwells throughout the rest of the book. 
Having roused the indignation of those 
among whom he prophesied against sin 
as exhibited in others, he charges it 
home upon themselves. Each of the 
eight predictions is ushered in by the 
solemn 1SS ris, thus saith Jehovah ; 

T - — T 

and consists in part, in a repetition of 
the same symmetrical stanzas, with an 
intermixture of matter, varying according 
to the nature of the subjects treated of. 
Interpreters differ in regard to the precise 
meaning of the use made by our prophet 
of the numerals three and four. Similar 
formula; are frequent in Hebrew. See 
Exod. xx. 5 ; Job v. 19, xxxiii. 14, 29 ; 
Prov. xxx. 15, 18, 21; Ecelcs. xi. 2; 
Is. xvii. 6 ; Mic. v. 4. Comp, the rpls 
/cal TCTpaKiy of Ilomcr ; the torque qua- 
terque of Virgil; and the ter et quatcr of 
Horace. The notion, that the two num¬ 
bers are to be added, so as to bring out 
the perfect number seven, and thus to 
express the completeness or full measure 
of the iniquity, is not borne out by 
Hebrew usage. That the numbers are 
to be taken literallv, as in Prov. xxx. 
where there is an enumeration of each 
of the particulars, is equally out of the 
question ; the specification of the prophet 
being, in each case, limited to a single 
act of wickedness. Nor can the con¬ 
struction be admitted, I have not pun¬ 
ished Damascus, etc. on account of three 
transgressions, but on account of a fourth 
I will punish her; since nV, ob¬ 

viously connects with both numerals. 
The only satisfactory mode of explication 
is, to regard the phrase as intensively 
proverbial, and designed to express mul¬ 
tiplied or repeated delinquencies, of which 
the last, as the most atrocious, is uni¬ 
formly described. The noun to which 


the suffix in wsi'it* relates, is not ex- 

• ft m 

m « 

pressed, either before or after the verb, 
on the principle, that the subject referred 
to would naturally suggest itself to the 
mind of the reader. It is anticipativc 
of the sentence of punishment delivered 
in the following verses. Comp. Num. 
xxiii. 20, in which is on ellipsis of the 
noun r.513, the idea of which is expressed 
by the verb. Dp. Lowth proposes to 
render, “ I will not restore it; ” but with¬ 
out sufficient authority, Mari Mri, “ to 

reverse the captivity," is the phrase em¬ 
ployed in such ease. In the phrase, 44 1 
will not reverse," is a litotes — the mean¬ 
ing being, " I will certainly execute." 
For Damascus, which, as the metropolis, 
is put for the kingdom of Syria, see on 
Is. xvii. 1, The cruel treatment of the 
inhabitants of Gilead here referred to, is 
that to which they were subjected by 
Ilazael and Benliadad. 2 Kings x. 32, 33. 
xiii. 3-7, both of which princes Amos 
mentions by name, vcr. 4. It consisted 
in their being thrown before the thresh¬ 
ing sledges, the sharp teeth of iron in 
the rollers of which tore and mangled 
their bodies. Sec on Is. xxviii. 27, and 
comp. 2 Sam. xii. 31, where we find the 
same punishment inflicted by David, by 

the law of retaliation, r the LXX. 

■ 

render irploat aiti-npois, and add unwar¬ 
rantably, ras iv yaffrpl ; Symm. 

and Tlicod. 7 poxots <xi5-npo7s» ri"”» to 
thresh , is the very term used in the his¬ 
tory of the transaction, 2 Kings xiii. 7- 
Gilead comprehended the whole of the 
territory beyond the Jordan, belonging 
to the tribes of Iteuben and Gad, and 
the half tribe of Manasseh; and as it 
bordered on the kingdom of the Sy¬ 
rians, was particularly exposed to their 
attacks. 

4. The Bcnhadad here mentioned was 
the son and successor of Hazacl, and 
not the king of that name whom Ilazael 
succeeded. Comp. 2 Kings viii. 7, lo, 
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5 I will also break the barrier of Damascus, 

And cut off the ruler from the valley of Aven, 
And the sceptre-holder from Beth-Edcn, 

And the people of Syria shall go captive to Kir, 

Saith Jehovah. 

6 Thus saith Jehovah ; 

For three transgressions of Gaza, 

And for four I will not reverse it; 

Because they effected a complete captivity 
To deliver it up to Edom, 


with xiii. 3, 24. A similar prediction 
was afterwards delivered by Jeremiah, 
chap. xlix. 27, from which and from 
Hos. viii. 14, it is evident that the phra¬ 
seology employed by Amos here, and 
verses 7, 10, 12, 14, chap, ii. 2, 5, is not 
peculiar to that prophet. 

5. According to the testimony of a 
native, whom Mieliaelis consulted, there is 
a most delightful valley called Ocm, about 
four hours distant from Damascus, to¬ 
wards the desert, which has given rise 
to a proverb, “ Have you ever been in 
the valley of Oon ? ” meaning, Have you 
ever been in a place of delight ? As, 
however, this has not been confirmed by 
any traveller, most expositors are inclined 
to refer the place to what is otherwise 
called 3 ^ 52 in rvp2, “the valley of Le¬ 
banon,” or 

the ridges of Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon. 
Here are the celebrated ruins of the tem¬ 
ple of Baalbec, the Syrian Heliopolis, to 
which the LXX. have expressly referred 
■pS, Avon , only pronouncing it On 

— in nc&iov 'fly ; just as they have ren¬ 
dered the latter word when it is employed 
to denote' the city of the same name in 
Egypt, which was dedicated to the sun. 
The Hebrews in Palestine, to express 
their abhorrence of the idolatrous wor¬ 
ship practised at both places, pronounced 
the word tin: , Aven, which properly sig¬ 
nifies nothingness, vanity, and hence an 
idol, on account of its inutility. Comp, 
with the present passage Ezck. xxx. 17. 
21 ?*!' does not here denote inhabitant, or 

4 9 * 

inhabitants generally, but as the parallel 


UJt el Buka a, between 


tps/ir, sceptre-holder, shows, one who 
sits upon, or occupies a throne — a judge, 
prince, or king — the person exercising 
authority in the district specified. For 
the latter phrase, the o’Krjnrovxos of 
Homer may be compared. m t r y ma, Beth- 
Eden was, in all probability, the ioeality 
in the mountains of Lebanon, which 
Ptolemy, v. 15, calls ITapc£5f<iros; where 
the royal family had a palace, and where 
one of its members usually resided. 
The name is still given to a delectable 
valley to the west of Damascus. The 
Aram, or Syria, here referred to, is that 
of which Damascus was the capital. By 
“Vp , Kir, is meant the river and region 
of the Cyrus in Iberia, now called Kur. 
Sec on Is. xxii. 6; and for the accom¬ 
plishment of the prediction in the suc¬ 
cessful expedition of Tiglathpilescr, king 
of Assyria, 2 Kings xvi. 9. The version 
of the LXX. is here extremely faulty, 
as the slightest comparison with the orig¬ 
inal will show. 

6. Arab. Ghuzzeh, Gaza , 

was the southernmost of the five princi¬ 
pal cities of the Philistines, which formed 
the capitals of so many satrapies of the 
same names. It was situated at the dis¬ 
tance of about an hour's journey from 
the south-east coast of the Mediterranean, 
from which it %vas separated by low hills 
and tracts of sand. It -was built upon a 
hill, and strongly fortified, as the name 
imports. The modem city is built partly 
on the hill, but mostly on the plain be¬ 
low ; and according to Dr. Robinson, con¬ 
tains a population of about 15,000 souls. 
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7 But I will send a fire into the wall of Gaza, 

And it shall devour her palaces; 

8 And I will cut off the ruler from Ashdod, 

And the sceptre-holder from Ashkelon: 

And will turn back my hand upon Ekron. 

And the residue of the Philistines shall perish, 
Saith the Lord Jehovah. 

9 Thus saith Jehovah : 

For three transgressions of Tyre, 


It must have been a place of high an¬ 
tiquity, for its name occurs in the gene¬ 
alogical table, Gen. x.; and it occupied 
so commanding a position, that it formed 
the key to Palestine on the south. It 

v 

stands here bv synecdoche lor the whole 

W • 

of Philistia. By nttVr r£.i. we are nci- 

• T ■ 1 

ther to understand, with the LXX. cu’x" 
naKuicriav to 9 ; nor with Justi, 

“ a holy or pious captivity ; ” nor with 
Grotius and Miehaelis, captivitatcm pa - 
cificam ; but the immense number of cap¬ 
tives which were carried away from Judea 
in the reign of Ahaz, 2 Chron. xxviii. 18. 
The capture was indiscriminate and uni¬ 
versal ; none escaped. Comp, for the 
phrase Jer. xiii. 19. What aggravated 
the guilt of the Philistines, was that they 
did not treat the Jews as prisoners of 
war, but sold them as slaves to the Edo¬ 
mites, who were their bitterest enemies, 
and would treat them with the utmost 
cruelty. They were doubtless conveyed 
to Petra, the great emporium of com¬ 
merce, and there sold to such as might 
purchase them. Comp Joel iii. 4-6. 

7. rx. fire, is here metaphorically used 
for tear, in carrying on which, however, 
it is often employed as one of the most 
destructive elements. Comp. Nura. xxi. 
28 ; Is. xxvi. 11. 

8 . For the meaning of see on 

ver. 5. Three others of the principal 
cities of the Philistines are now threat¬ 
ened, Ashdcd, for which see on 

Is. xx. 1 j Arab. a < 

Askclon, occupying a strong position on 
the top of a ridge of rock, which encir¬ 
cles it, and terminates at each end in the 

17 


sea, and distant from Gaza about five 
hours in the direction of NX. E.; and 
-p-py, Ekron , now called by the natives 

Akir. the most northerly of the 

9 w 

five, and at some distance inland from 

the line of hills which run along the coast 
of the Mediterranean. See Dr. ltobin- 
son’s Palestinc, III. 21-25. The reason 
why Gath , the remaining city of the five, 
is not mentioned, is assigned by Kimchi 
to be, its having been already subdued by 
David ; but as it was afterwards occupied 
both by the Syrians, 2 lungs xii. 17, and 
the Philistines, 2 Chron. xxvi. 6, it seems 
more natural to refer its omission to the 
fact of its reduction by TJzziah, in the 
days of our prophet, as narrated in the 
latter of the above passages. It is also 
omitted Zeph. ii. 4, 5. V? ■r to 

turn the hand upon , means to exert one’s 
power anesv, whether in the way of 
favor or of hostility. Here it is ob¬ 
viously to be taken in the hostile sense. 

v 

No part of Philistia was to remain un¬ 
visited by Divine judgments. Comp. 
Jer. xlvii. 4 ; Ezek. xxv. 16. In which 
of the reductions of the Philistines, the 
prediction received its fulfilment, we 
cannot determine. One of these took 
place during the reign of TJzziah, 2 
Chron. xxvi. 6, 7 ; another in that of 
llczckiah, 2 Kings xviii. 8 ; they were 
afterwards successively reduced by Psam- 
metieus, king of Egypt, hy Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar, by the Persians, by Alexander, 
and ultimately by the Asmoncans. 

9. A similar charge is here brought 
against the Phoenicians, with the super- 
added aggravation of a breach of an- 
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And for four, I will not reverse it; 

Because they delivered up a complete captivity to Edo 
And remembered not the covenant of the brethren. 

10 But I will send a fire into the wall of Tyre, 

And it shall devour her palaces. 

11 Thus saith Jehovah: 

For three transgressions of Edom, 


II 


J 


And lor four, I will not reverse it; 

Because he pursued his brother w ith the sword, 
And did violence to his pity, 

And his anger tore continually, 

And he retained his wrath lor ever. 

12 But I will send a fire into Teman, 

And it shall devour the palaces of Bozrali, 


cient faith. Comp. Joel iii. 4-6. The 
D’nti covenant of brethren, includes 

the terms of friendship and mutual as¬ 
sistance which were agreed upon between 
David and Hiram, 2 Sam. v. 11 ; and 
afterwards between Solomon and the 
same monarch, 1 Kings v. See espe¬ 
cially ver. 12, (Heb. vct. 26, j where it 
is expressly stated, that rvn2 

Qmr?, *' they two made a league,” or 
covenant. 

10. For Tyre , and the accomplishment 
of this prediction, see on Is. xxiii. 

] 1. For Edom, and the fuliilment of 
the prophecy here pronounced against it, 
see on Is. xxxiv. 5. The guilt of the 
cruelties exercised by the Idumeans upon 
the Jews was greatly aggravated by the 
circumstance of their original relation¬ 
ship, Obad. 10. and the unrelenting per¬ 
petual character of their hatred, rns 

A " 

Q'ttHn , lit. to spoil, or destroy compas¬ 
sions : i. e, so to repress all the tender 
feelings of pity, as to become hardened 
against objects of distress. Comp, the 
phrase, r.’C-r. rrri, to destroy wisdom, 
Ezek. xxviii. 17. The LXX. Ital. Arab. 
Dbderlein, Dathe, Vater, Justi, and some 
others, take in the sense of cm, 

the womb, and explain it either of preg¬ 
nant females, or of the fruit of the womb, 
t. e. children; but the plural is never 
used in this acceptation, Aq. an\dyx va 
avTou", Symm. air\dyxva Vita. The root 


rtT, A ab. Syr. aa ■ signifies 

to love, in Piel, to regard with tender 
affection , to cherish feelings of compas¬ 
sion towards any one. The n in rrnsr, 

* ft* 

is generally considered to be an instance 
of a paragogic in the third person, but 
it is preferable to construe it as the pro¬ 
nominal feminine affix, agreeing with 
m:; in the nominative absolute. The 

■ ■ V 

absence of the Mappic forms no objec¬ 
tion, as there are several instances of 
its omission where we might have ex¬ 
pected it. The accent on the penul¬ 
timate favors this construction, being 
occasioned solely by the absence of the 
Mappic. The verb, to be taken as a 
femiuinc, must be pointed , but this 
would require ms? to be the subject in¬ 
stead of the object, which would be in¬ 
tolerably harsh. Comp, for the senti¬ 
ment, and an elliptical form of the phra¬ 
seology, Jcr. iii. 5. The Hebrews speak 
of keeping a quality, whether good or bad, 
when they would express its prolonged 
or continued exercise. See Neh. ix. 32 ; 
Dan. ix. 4. 

12 . That , Teman , was a city, 
seems evident from its being mentioned 

along with , Bozrah , for which see 

° _ 

on Is. xxxiv. 6. Though Jerome speaks 
of it as a region, he mentions, in his Ono- 
musticon, a town of this name, at the 
distance of five miles from Petra. On 
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13 Thus saith Jehovah: 

For three transgressions of the sons of Ammon, 

And for four, I will not reverse it; 

Because they ripped up those who were pregnant in Gilead, 
That they might enlarge their border. 

14 But I will kindle a fire on the wall of Kabbah, 

And it shall devour the palaces thereof; 

With a shout in the day of battle, 

With a tempest in the day of the storm. 


the map of Burckhardt and Grimm, it i9 
placed to the south of Wady Musa. It 
mus doubtless the principal place in the 
district inhabited by the descendants of 
Teman, one of the grandsons of Esau, 
Gen. xxxvi. 11, 15, who were celebrated 
on account of their superior wisdom, Jcr. 
xliv. 7. Comp. Obad. 8, Q, and Baruch 
iii. 22. Eliphaz, one of Job’s friends, 
was a Temanite. The reason why no 
mention is made of Scla, or Petra, Crcd- 
ner thinks is to be found in the fact, that 
it had already been captured by Ama- 
ziah, 2 Kings xiv. 7, of whose conquests 
in that direction advantage was taken 
by his son Uzziah, ver. 22 ; 2 Chron. 
xxvi. 2. 

13. *':a, the Ammonites, descend- 

T ^ 

ants of Lot, Gen. xix. 3, occupied the 
territory on the east of the Jordan, be¬ 
tween the rivers Jabbok and Amon, but 
more in the direction of the Arabian 
desert. That portion of country which 
lay along the Jordan, of which they had 
possessed themselves, originally belonged 
to the Amorites, which accounts for its 
being given to the tribe of Gad, Josh, 
xiii. 25. They frequently annoyed the 
Hebrews, but were repelled by David 
and several of his successors. For the 
sake of plunder, they joined the Chal¬ 
deans on their invasion of Judea ; and, 
even after the captivity, they evinced the 
same hostile disposition. They were 
severely chastised by Judas Maccabeus, 

1 Mace. v. 6, 7. Justin Martyr speaks of 
them as still a numerous people in his 
day, '\nfj.avn£>v fcrri vvv ttoAu w\ti&os. 

Dial, cum Tryph.p. 347. Ed. Paris, 1615. 
The atrocious cruelty here charged upon 
the Ammonites, appears to have formed 


no unusual part of the barbarities prac¬ 
tised by the ancients in war. Comp. 
2 Kings viii. 12, xv. 16 ; IIos. xiii, 16, 
(Ileb. xiv. 1;) and my note on the last 
passage. See also 1 Sam. xi. 2. The 
object of the Ammonites was to effect 
an utter extermination of the Israelites 
inhabiting the mountainous regions of 
Gilead, in order that they might ex¬ 
tend their own territory in that direc¬ 
tion. 


14. Ttabbah t i. e. “the Great/' 

was the metropolis of the country of the 
Ammonites, the extensive rums of which 
have recently been discovered by Seetzen 
and Burckhardt on the bonks of the river 
Moiel Amman , which empties itself into 
the Jabbok. The full form of the name 
was ■'ja ran, Deut. iii. 11, by which 
it was distinguished from Rabbnh of Moab, 
and a city of the same name in the tribe 
of Judah. It is called Pa/3<x3a^uaea by 
Polybius and Stephen of Byzantium ; 
but it otherwise went among the Greeks 
by the name of 1>i\a5e\(pia, which it 
derived from Ptolemy Philadelphus. It 


i9 now known by that of ^ 1 i* Am¬ 
man, the same given to it by Abulfcda in 
his Tab. Syr. p. 91. By is meant 

the tremendous shout winch eastern ar¬ 
mies give at the commencement of battle, 
partly to excite their courage, and partly 
to strike terror into the enemy. Comp. 
Exod. xxxii. 17 ; Josh. vi. 5, 20. Thus 
the Iliad, iii. 1, etc. — 


Av-rap £irc\ k<J(T/utj^€ v &// <r<Tiv 

tKaffTOl, 

Tpu>ts fity KAayyji t’, t ’ f<rap, 

fipvi$es &s* 

'Hut* irfp K\ayy)j yepdvwy, w. t. A. 
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15 Their king shall go into captivity, 
lie and his princes together, 

Saith Jehovah. 

h urricane, and nEne, storm or temp- his priests, in the parallel prophecy of 
est, mark the resistless force of the onset, Jeremiah, chap. xlix. 3 ; but the use of 
and the utterly destructive consequences vn®, hi* princes , immediately after by 
resulting from it. That they arc poet- that prophet, shows that, if the former 
ically applied to the warlike operations term be not an interpolation, it denotes 
against Kabbah, is clear from rEE^o the idolatrous priests who were in attend¬ 

ee day of storm, being parallel with ance upon the king, just as the princes 
nw nbn ci\ the day of battle. were the chiefs and civil officcre about the 

15. , their king , the Syr. and court. Oi Upus auruv, which the LXX. 

Vulg. have understood of Malcam or Mil- have added in Amos, and which is copied 
com, i. e. Moloch, an idol of the Ammon- the Syr. and Arab., wa6 probably 
ites and Moabites ; but the LXX. and borrowed from the passage in Jeremiah ; 
Targ. support the common rendering, or it may have been inserted in the Greek 
which -'no, his princes, following, would text by some copyist before these other 
seem absolutely to require. It is true, this versions were made. The combination 
term might be taken figuratively to sig- of princes, with judge, chap, 

nify priests, as in Is. xliii. 28 ; and ii- 3, confirms the above interpreta- 
such interpretation might appear to be tion. 
countenanced by the occurrence of vara 


CHAPTER II. 

In this chapter wc have the continuation of charges and denunciations against different na¬ 
tions, as the Moabites, 1-3; the Jews, 4, 5; and finally, the Israelites, who were to form 
the principal objects of the prophet’s ministry, G-8 Amos then proceeds to insist on their 
ungrateful conduct, notwithstanding the experience which they had had of distinguished 
favors at the hand of God, 9-13; and the futility of all hopes of escape which they might 
be led to entertain, 14-1G- 


1 Thus saith Jehovah: 

For three transgressions of Moab, 

And for four, I will not reverse it; 

1 For Moab, see on Is. xv. The par- the Idumean throne. The wickedness 
tlcular act here charged against the Moa- appears to have consisted in a wanton 
bites is nowhere recorded. Miehaciis violation of the sanctity of the tomb, by 
is of opinion, that reference is had to the disinterment and burning of the 

2 Kings in. 27 ; but the prince there royal remains. It was indicative of an 
spoken of was the son of the king of enmity w’hieh was not satisfied with 
Moab, and not the future heir to inflicting every possible injury upon its 
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Because they calcined the bones of the King of Edom, 

2 But I will send a fire into Moab, 

And it shall devour the palaces of Kerioth ; 

And Moab shall die in the tumult, 

At the shout, at the sound of the trumpet, 

3 I will cut off the judge from the midst thereof, 

And kill all the princes thereof with him, 

Saith Jehovah. 

4 Thus saith Jehovah: 

For three transgressions of Judah, 

And for four, I will not reverse it; 

Because they have despised the law of Jehovah, 

And have not kept his statutes; 

And their false deities have caused them to err, 

After which their fathers walked. 

5 But I will send a fire into Judah, 

And it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem. 


victim while living, but pursued him 
even into the regions of the dead. Comp. 
Is. xxxiii. 12. 

2 . rr'ip, Kerioth; LXX. t£>v ttoKoov 

airrwv ; Turg. the fortress or citadel; 

in all probability, the chief city, elsewhere 
called -,*p , Kir-Moab, and here put 
in the plural, to describe its size, or ap¬ 
pearance, as comprehending more than 
one. Comp. Jcr. xlviii. 24, and on Is. 
xv. 1. -j-sr, here means the tumult of 
battle. Is. xiii. 4 ; xvii. 12. 

3. From the circumstance that tisj®, 

■ r 

judge, and not , king, is selected to 

* ■ ■ 

describe the chief magistrate of Moab, it 
has not without reason, been supposed, 
that, at the time the prophet wrote, or. 
at least, at the time to which his prophecy 
refers, a change had taken place in the 
government of that country; but whether 
it was occ asioned by the extinction of the 
royal house, or the appointment of a 
ruler by a foreign power, it Is impossible 
to decide. The reference which some 
have made to Ps. ii. 10, in proof that 
judge and king are identical, is not in 
point; for, though the terms as there 
used are so far synonymous, that they 
both designate persons high in office, yet 


there is an obvious distinction both as it 
respects the degree of their rank, and the 
nature of the offices with which they 
were invested. The connecting of the 
princes with Moab and not with 

the judge (vnt?) as in chap. i. lo, goes 
to confirm the view just given. 

4, 5. The charges brought against the 
Jews differ from any of the preceding, 
in the crimes which they involve having 
been committed directly against God, 
and not against man. They had become 
weary of his service, abandoned his 
worship, and addicted themselves to 
idolatrous practices. Between the syno- 
nymes here employed there is this dif¬ 
ference of meaning : n - P, late, stands 
for the institute of Moses generally, of 
which the moral code formed the basis; 

statutes, for the ceremonial and 
judicial enactments. By C'r ts, lies, idols 
are meant, and the word is so rendered 
here in the Vulg. The LXX. have taken 
the same view of it, rendering it (xaraia , 
vanities. Comp, for this acecplation 
Ps. xl. 5. Idols were so called because 
their pretensions and oracles were found¬ 
ed on falsehood, and because thev deluded 
with false hopes those who worshipped 
them. Instead of being warned from 
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6 Thus saith Jehovah: 

For three transgressions of Israel, 

Aiul for four, I will not reverse it; 

Because they sold the righteous for money, 

And the poor for a pair of sandals : 

7 Who pant for the dust of the earth on the head of the poor, 
And turn aside the way of the afflicted; 

A man and his father go in to the same damsel, 

In order to profane my holy name. 

8 They stretch themselves upon pledged garments, 


Close to every altar ; 

their attachment to the gods ■which their 
ancestors had, at different times, served, 
the Jews became increasingly addicted 
to them, and thereby brought upon 
themselves the punishment inflicted by 
N ebuchadnezzar. 

C. The prophet, having secured the 
attention of the Israelites by his predic¬ 
tions against those communities which 
they regarded with feelings of hostility, 
comes now to his proper subject, which 
was to charge upon themselves the guilt 
which, in various ways, they, as a people, 
had contracted. Vsn®'', Israel , i. e. the 

*■ i j i 

Israelites, consisted, after the revolt in 
the time of Kehoboam, of the ten tribes, 
whose capital was Samaria, and whose 
worship, originally that of Jehovah, 
under the visible image of the golden 
calves, speedily merged in the basest and 
most licentious idolatry. *“,5w, to sell, has 
no reference, as some have thought, to 
the conduct of a corrupt judge, who for 
money gives a verdict against the in¬ 
nocent, the term never being used to 
express any such act; but describes the 
selling of a person into slavery. They 
even deprived the poor of their liberty 
for the most paltry consideration. Comp- 
cliap. viii. C. o**??:, sandals, are gTeatly 
inferior in value to shoes, consisting 
merely of soles of leather or wood, 
fastened by two straps to the feet, one 
of which passes over the forepart of the 
foot, near the great toe, and the other 
round the ankle. 

7 - signifies to breathe hard , to 

pant , eagerly to desire , which well suits 


the connection, so that there is no neces¬ 
sity, with Iloubigant, Ncwcomc, and 
others, to change the verb into r,vr, to 
attack, bruise, etc. The meaning of the 
prophet is, that the persons whom he 
describes were so avaricious, that, after 
having robbed others of their property, 
and reduced them to a state of poverty, 
they even begrudged them the small 
quantity of dust which they had cast on 
their heads in token of mourning. Comp. 
2 Sam. i. 2 ; Job ii. 12. s>, as in -his, is 
elsewhere used in the acceptation of on 
or upon , and is here the more appro¬ 
priately adopted, on account of the more 
usual preposition having just been 
employed. Comp. chap. viii. 4. rr-n ran, 
to tui'n, or thi'ust aside os to the icay ; 
i. e. to turn any one out of his right 
course, into a trackless region, where he 
can expect nothing but inconvenience, 
perplexity and danger; here, to render 
the afflicted still more miserable. From 
the reference made hi the following 
verse to idolatrous deities and altars, it 
is most probable that rnVSr , the damsel 
here spoken of, was not an ordinary or 
common strumpet, but one who prosti¬ 
tuted herself in honor of Astarto, at one 
of her shrines. LXX. tt/j/ auryv TraiSi 
Such an act of daring profligacy was the 
more atrocious from its having been com¬ 
mitted in a heathen temple, with the ex¬ 
press design, as the prophet states, of do¬ 
ing indignity to Jehovah. Sec Gesenius, 
Lex. in , A) 2. 

8 . To retain pledged raiment over 
night was expressly prohibited by the 
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And drink the wine of the amerced 
In the house of their gods. 

9 Yet it was I that destroyed the Amoritc before them, 
Whose height was as the height of cedars, 

And who was strong as the oaks; 

I destroyed his fruit above, 

And his roots beneath. 

10 It was I also that brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
And led you in the desert forty years, 

To inherit the land of the Amorile. 

11 And I raised up of your sons to be prophets, 


Mosaic law, Exod. xxii. 26, 27, as it 
deprived the owner of his covering : to 
stretch one’s self upon it in an idol’s temple 
was a great aggravation of the crime. 

, pledged , lit. bound, held in bon- 

* \ 

dage, from ~ 2 r, to bind. Arab. 

> 

Syr. go 2 - 44 , debitum. It was not un¬ 
usual for the heathen to sleep near the 
altars of their gods, that they might ob¬ 
tain communications in dreams; but as 
it was customarv to cat in a recumbent 
posture, the stretching here referred to 
would rather seem to have respect to par¬ 
ticipation in idolatrous feasts. especially 
as the drinking of wine in the temples is 
specified in the following line. 
the icine of the amerced, means wine 
purchased with money exacted by the 
imposition of fines. 1 ^* 2 , for j-iizz, as 
frequently. Regardless of the sufferings 
of those whom they oppressed, the apos¬ 
tate Israelites revelled in sensual indulg¬ 
ences. 

9. i in -rrso, is strongly adversative, 
and introduces the contrast between the 
Divine conduct and that of the Israelites. 
The signal benefits which, os a nation, 
they had received from Jehovah, ought 
to have attached them for ever to his 
service. The conjunction and pronoun 
arc repeated for like effect, verse 10. 
■“XKn , the Amorites, are here taken in a 

wide sense, as including all the inhabi¬ 
tants of Canaan, on account of their be¬ 
ing the largest and most powerful of the 
nations which occupied that country. 
Comp. Gen. xv. 16, xlviii. 22. In a more 


special point of view, they inhabited both 
sides of the Jordan, and particularly the 
mountains 'afterwards possessed by the 
tribe of Judah. Their gigantic height 
and extraordinary strength, to which 
reference is frequently made in the his¬ 
tory of the Hebrews, arc here beauti¬ 
fully compared to cedars and oaks, the 
most majestic and sturdy trees of the 
forest. The Hebrew as well as the 
profane poets, often compare men to 
trees. Comp. Ps. xxxvii. 35, xcii. 12-15 ; 
Isa. x. 33, 34r; Ezck. xvii. 3, xxxi. Six¬ 
teen MSS., originally twelve more, and 
now five ; five of the oldest editions, and 
the Uabboth read c2“?s«, “before you,” 

instead of “before them,” but 

*■ a* * p 

these authorities, under all the circum¬ 
stances of the text, are insufficient to 
warrant an alteration. 

10. Jehovah goes back to still earlier, 
but no less remarkable displays of his 
kindness to the nation, showing that from 
the commencement of its history' he had 
been its benefactor. Comp. Jcr. ii. 6. 
rVy, to come or go up, is always used in 
Hebrew in reference to local or political 
elevation, and not, as Rosenmfiller as¬ 
serts, to the North. The circumstance 
that many of the regions or places to 
which persons are said to have gone up, 
lay to the north of those from which they 
came, is purely accidental; whereas the 
propriety of the use of the term lies in 
the fact of the mountainous character of 
the land of Onnnnn, while Egypt and the 
intervening regions wore low nnd flat. 

11. The prepositive yz in C 2 * 52 tt, nnd 
C 2 , "*^n 2 > 3 , is partitive, indicating that 
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And of your young men to be NTazarites. 

Is it not even so, O ye sons of Israel ? 

Saith Jeliovali. 

12 But ye made the Nazaritcs drink wine, 

And ye charged the prophets, 

Saying, Prophesy not. 

13 Behold, I will press you down, 

As the cart presseth which is full of sheaves. 

14 And refuge shall fail the swift, 

The strong man shall not exert his strength, 


some or certain persons out of the num¬ 
ber were selected. The Divine conde¬ 
scension in the selection of any of their 
race to fill the offices here specified, laid 
them under additional obligations to de¬ 
vote themselves to the service of the true 
God ; and not only was thereby a dis¬ 
tinguished honor conferred upon them, 
but such institutions furnished them with 
the means of religious instruction, and 
examples of holy living. For q*s ,, 23 , the 
prophets, see on IIos. xii. 11. enta, 
Nazaritcs, LXX. 7)yta<Tfi€vos, els aytocr- 
pov, from its , to separate, set one's self 
apart , abstain , were a class of persons 
among the Hebrews who ordinarily bound 
themselves by a voluntary vow to ab¬ 
stain cither for a time, or for the whole 
period of life, from wine and all in¬ 
toxicating liquors, and everything made 
of the produce of the vine; and not to 
shave their head nor touch any dead 
body. Sometimes pei'sons were, ljefore 
their birth, devoted by their parents to 
this abstinence ; as in the eases of 
Samson, Samuel, and John the Baptist. 
For the law of the Nazarite, see Nuin. vi. 
and Winer’s ltealwbrtcrb. The object 
of the institute appears to have been, to 
exhibit to the view of the nation the 
power of religious principle operating m 
the way of self-control, indifference to 
sensual gratification, and an entire con¬ 
secration to the service of God. The 
importance which was attached to it in 
a moral point of view, is evident from 
those who thus exercised themselves in 
self-denial being classed along with the 
prophets. Respecting the undeniable¬ 
ness of the fact a pointed appeal is made 
at the close of the verse. 


12. What could have been more 
flagrant than to tempt the pious to break 
their solemn vow, and attempt to induce 
the inspired ambassadors of Jehovah to 
withhold the communications of his will } 

13. Here commence the denunciations 

against the apostate Israelites. The 
Participle , after nan, is future 



in signification. See on Is. vii. 14. 
oeeurs only here as a verb; but that it 
signifies to pj'ess, oppress, etc., is clear 
from the signification of the derivatives 
Ps. lv. 4, and rpyite, Ps. lvi. 2, as 
well as from the connection in which it 
here occurs. Comp, piy, and the Syr. 

lt) angustiatus est . j angus- 

tia , pressura. Comp, also the Arab. 

retinuit, impedivit ; <■> ; 

accidentia fortune, qua: xmpediunt hom - 
inem. The verb is used transitivclv in 
both instances, according to the ordin¬ 
ary signification of Hiphil. There is 
more force in speaking of a fully laden 
cart pressing the ground under it, than 
its being itself pressed by its contents. 
T nn is to be taken in the sense of down, 
as in Job xl. 12. ttV ls pleonastic. The 
renderings of the LXX. and Vulg. 4y& 
Ku\'nt) viroKdru bpihv ; ego stndcbo subter 
vos, though advocated by some, are less 
appropriate. New come translates the 

latter hemistich thus: "As a loaded 
com-wain presseth its sheaves ;" but 
is the objective case to , and 

not to p*sr). As the object of the verb, 
supply yisn-rN. 

14-16. Every attempt to resist or es- 
enpe from the evils that were coming 
upon, the nation, would prove utterly 
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15 Neither shall the mighty deliver himself; 
lie that handlcth the bow shall not stand, 

And the swift-footed shall not escape: 

Neither shall he that rideth the horse deliver himself. 
1G And he that is courageous among the heroes, 


Shall flee away naked in that 
Saith Jehovah. 

fruitless. This sentiment is expressed 
under various forms, which arc obviously 
accumulated for the sake of effect, i at 
the beginning of ver. 11, is not merely 
conjunctive, but marks the consequence 
or result. Verse loth is wanting in 
some of Ivennicott and De Rossi's MSS. 
and in the Arab.; but the omission is no 
doubt owing to the homoioteleuton of 
tins and thtf preceding verse; just as, 


day, 


for the same reason, the words corres¬ 
ponding to viEJ tAis** - N'b at the end of 
ver. 11 are omitted in the Alexandrian 
copy of the LXX. The preposition a in 
fniaiS, gives to ■piss, the force of 
the superlative. Comp, rxran niaa, 
the strongest of beasts, Prov. xxx. 30 ; 
n*’i*3 2 rs 5 the most beautiful of women, 
Song i. 8, v. 9, vi. 1 ; ei/Ao-yTj/ueVij 4v yv- 
pcu£iV, Luke i. 28. 


CHAPTER III. 

Tue prophet resumes the subject of the Divine goodness towards the Hebrew people, and 
grounds upon their misimprovemont of it, the certainty of their punishment, ver. 1; he 
then, in a series ol' pointed and appropriate interrogations, illustrates this certainty, 3-G; 
which he follows upijy a vindication of his commission, 7, 8. Foreign nations arc then 
summoned to witness the execution of judgment upon the kingdom ollsrael, which would 
be signally severe, 9-15. 


1 Hear ye this word, which Jehovah speaketh against you, O sons 

of Israel, 

Against all the family which I brought up out of the land of 


Egypt; 

Say ing: 

1 Instead of Vs"ir*> its, u sons of Is- 

»■ t • • «• ; 

rael,” forty-three M&S., one in the mar¬ 
gin, originally seven, and live by correc¬ 
tion, read 2V2 , “ house of Israel; ” 

»* T f t ■> ’ 

which reading is supported by the LXX. 
and Arab, versions. Both forms are em¬ 
ployed in the book of Amos, but the for¬ 
mer is the less frequent; which awakens 
the suspicion that the latter has been in¬ 
troduced here by way of correction. That 

18 


the phrase is intended to include the 
whole Hebrew people, is evident from 
the words which follow in apposition, 
and describe the distinguished favor 
conferred upon the entire race of Jacob. 

Eth. 1*1 to spread out 

a tribe, or clan; but here obviously used 
in a national sense, as in Jer. viii. 3, xxv. 
9 ; Micah ii. 3. 
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2 Only*you have I known of all the families of the earth, 
Therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities. 

3 Will two walk together 
Except they be agreed ? 

4 Will the lion roar in the forest 
When he has no prey ? 

Will the young lion cry out from his den, 


2. , to know, is here employed In 
the sense of knowing with the idea of 
volition, or goodwill ; to acknowledge , 
regard , care for, and by implication, to 
show favor to. Comp. Ps. i. 6, exliv. 3 ; 
and yivdxTKio, John x. 14, xv. 17 ; 2 Tim. 
ii. 19. The Israelites alone were ac¬ 
knowledged by Jehovah as his people, 
and as such treated with peculiar favor; 
but in proportion to the distinction which 
they enjoyed, was the degree of punish¬ 
ment which their ungrateful and rebel¬ 
lious conduct merited. 

3. In this and the three following 
verses, a series of parabolic interroga¬ 
tions are employed, highly calculated to 
produce conviction in the minds of those 
to whom they were addressed. They 
arc familiar indeed, but so much the 
more appropriate and forcible. Instead 
of ns?*:, the LXX. Arab, and Vulg. read 

is, with apparent reference to the sig¬ 
nification of yq* in the preceding verse. 
The primary signification of , Syr. 





,0 condixit, const ituit, Arab. . 

A 

significavit affccturum alicui quid, is to 
point, point out, appoint a time or place, 
hence in Niphal, to meet by appointment ,* 
to do anything by common consent ; to be 
agreed. This last seems to be the accep¬ 
tation in which the verb is to be taken in 
this place: for to render, How can two 
set out upon a journey, except they meet 
by appointment ? would express that to 
be impossible, which is very often true in 
fact. Interpreters are divided in opinion 
respecting the persons to whom the num¬ 
ber c two, refers. Munster and 
Borne others think, that the prophets gen¬ 
erally, or Joel and Amos in particular, are 
meant; Vatablus, Drusius, Lively, New- 
come, Bauer, Roscnmuller, Aekermann, 
and Maurer, explain it of God and the 


prophet; while Clarius, Grotius, Hanaeus, 
Marckius, Lowth, Harenberg, and Bald, 
are of opinion that God and Israel are 
intended. The last construction of the 
passage best agrees with the bearing 
of the other interrogations. Between 
Jehovah and his apostate people there 
could no longer be any fellowship; and 
instead of the blessings which accrued to 
them from such fellowship, they had now 
nothing to expect but punishment. As 
they had walked contrary to him, so lie 
would now walk contrary to them. They 
had broken his covenant, and must take 
the consequences. 

4. The lion is quiet till he secs his 
prey, but roars at the 6ight of it, and 
thereby inspires it with such terror, that 
it is deprived of the power of escape. 
In like manner the young lion, which 
has been weaned, and is just beginning 
to hunt for prey, will lie silent in his den, 
till it is brought near, when the smell of 
it will rouse him from his quiet. Poiret, 
in his Travels in Barbnrv, Strasb. 1789, 

w T 

vol. i. p. 283, states, that the lion has 
two different modes of hunting his prey. 
When not very hungry, he contents 
himself with watching behind a bush for 
the animal which is the object of his 
attack, till it approaches, when, by a 
sudden leap, he attacks it, and seldom 
misses his aim ; but if he is famished he 
does not proceed so quietly, but, im¬ 
patient and full of rage, he leaves his 
den, and fills, with his terrific roar, the 
echoing forest. His voice inspires all 
living beings -with fear and dread; no 
creature deems itself safe in its retreat; 
all flee, the)’ know not whither, and by 
this means, fall into his fangs. 
the lion, and not “■'Es, the young linn, 
is the nominative to the verb -rrV. The 
certainty of destruction is the point at 
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Except he have taken it ? 

5 Will the bird fall into an earth-snare, 

And there is no gin for it ? 

Will the snare spring from the ground, 
When nothing whatever is caught; 

6 Shall the trumpet be blown in a city, 

And the people not tremble ? 

Shall there be evil in a city, 

And Jehovah hath not inflicted it ? 

7 Surely the Lord Jehovah inflieteth nothing, 
Except he reveal his purpose 

To his servants the prophets. 

8 The lion hath roared, who will not fear? 


which the prophet aims in the simili¬ 
tude. 

5. Between r;2 and there is no 

essential difference. The sense would 
have been the same had the latter word 
been omitted, and we had simply read, 
nV "'jj* ; hut the insertion of the syno- 
nyme gives more force to the sentence. p? 
connects with as its antecedent. 

is to be taken as the future of Kal, 

• m 

and regarded as expressing the sudden 
spring of an elastic snare, or net, which, 
on the bird's touching it, suddenly rises 
and incloses it. Instruments were pre¬ 
pared by the providence of God for the 
capture of the Israelites, which would 
certainly do their work: there would be 
no escape. 

6. The prophet here closes his interro¬ 
gatory appeals; — first by a reference to 
the effect produced upon the inhabitants 
of a city by the sounding of the trumpet, 
as a signal of war; and then, by directly 
ascribing the infliction of temporal ca¬ 
lamities to Jehovah, as the punisher of 
sin. For rrrn in the sense of temporal 
evil, or calamity, sec Gen. xix. 19, xliv. 
34, Exod. xxxii. 14 ; Ezek. vii. 5. Arab. 

experimentum, calamitas ajjlic- 

tio. 

7. Though the infliction of punish¬ 
ment of his guilty people was determined 
in his holy and righteous counsel, yet 
Jehovah would not proceed to cxcute it 
until he had given them full warning, and 
afforded such of them, an opport uni ty of 


escaping as should repent and return to 
his service. He thus mixed mercy with 
judgment. ~*\0> Theod. B ouAt}, counsel , 

purpose , decree; from -q^, Arab. 

posit it, frmiter statuit ; to found , lay a 
foundation, establish a plan , ordain. It 
is rather, I imagine, on this acceptation 
of the verb that the idea of purpose or 
dca'ce is based, than upon that of a divan, 
or an assembly of persons, sitting and 
debberating on couches: but see Gcsenius 
in r,0. As the Divine plan or purpose 
is necessarily secret till it be revealed, 
hence the acceptation secret came to be 
attached to the word. In this verse a 
high honor is vindicated to the pro¬ 
phetical office. The holy men of God 
were, by inspiration, entrusted with a 
knowledge of the Divine purposes, in so 
far as it was necessary for them to divulge 

them to the world, n’rv", is the frequent- 

• • 

ative future, indicating what God is ac¬ 
customed to do, and is best rendered by 
our present. For the sentiment, comp. 
Gen. xviii. 17. 

8. "With reference to what he had 
expressed ver. 4. and in keeping with the 
mode of representation which he had 
employed chap. i. 2, Amos formally 
announces the awful character of the 
message he had heard from the Lord, 
and the impossibility of withholding 
the communication. The roar of the 
lion is loud and terrific, especially in the 
solitary forests which form his proper 
domain. See on ver. 4. 
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Tlie Lord Jehovah hath spoken, who will not prophesy ? 

9 Proclaim ye in the palaces of Ashdod, 

And in the palaces in the land of Egypt, 

And say : 

Assemble yourselves on the mountains of Samaria, 

And behold the great commotions within her, 

And the oppressions in the midst of her. 

10 For they regard not the practice of rectitude, 

Saith Jehovah, 

That amass rapine and spoil in their palaces. 


11 Therefore thus saith he Lord 

9. ijy'TS'in, cause it to be heard, pub¬ 
lish ye! those are addressed who had 
intercourse with the places here specified, 
and had thus an opportunity of conveying 
the message. Comp. A clkovu>v elirarv’ 
"Epxov ! Kev. xxii. 17. For Ashdod t 
see on chap. i. 8. It is here used syn- 
ecdochically for the whole of Philistia. 
Instead of the LXX. have read 

It/ 'Affabpioist which Seeker nt- 

temptstojustify ! Forqyisrin, 

- • f 

comp. Kijpv^aTf Itti tq>i/ Sattiuruu/, Matt, 
x. 27. It was, and is still, custom¬ 
ary in the F.ast to assemble on the 
flat roofs of the houses. To the princes 
and courtiers thus assembled on their 
palaces, as well as to all within hearing, 
the invitation was to be conveyed. 
There is something exceedingly forcible 
in these heathen rulers, etc. being called 
to witness the enormities that were prac¬ 
tised in Samaria. If their judgment, 
pagans as they were, could not but be 
unfavorable, what must be the judgment 
of the holy and righteous God ? AVhat 
the punishment which he must inflict ? 
Nothing tan be more graphic than the 
description of the position which these 
foreigners were to occupy. They were 
to assemble 'in Vy, upon the 

mountains of Samaria. Samaria, 

■ _ 

the metropolis of the kingdom of Israel, 
was built on a round hill, near the mid¬ 
dle of a large valley, surrounded by moun¬ 
tains on every side, by which it was com¬ 
pletely overlooked. From these eleva¬ 
tions persons might distinctly see what 
was done in the city. That rriay rrinnra 


Jehovah: 

and e-pnriy are intimately connected, and 

are both to be referred to the rich and 
powerful inhabitants of Samaria, appears 
evident from what is stated in the fol¬ 
lowing verse. The latter term is prop¬ 
erly the Pahul Participle, oppressed, but 
is here used as a noun, as in Job xxxv. 9; 
Eccles. iv. i. Comp, the forms V ? « 2 T., 
dwelling r.SnVts , kingdom . 

10. ny^ xV, they know not, is not in¬ 
tended to express simple ignorance, but 
that state of mind which is hostile to 
the entertainment of knowledge. The 
magnates of Samaria had no regard lor 
the practice of what was just and right, 
but the contrary. nnSD, rectitude , that 
which is straight, in opposition to what 
is crooked, distorted, or morally wrong. 
Comp Is. xxvi. 10, xxx. 10, lix. 14. 
Trii OTsn, violence and desolation , mean. 

T ft ' 

by a metonymy of the cause for the effect, 
what has been obtained by violating the 
rights and desolating the property of 
others. Such spoils they accumulated 
in their palaces, but they should not 
enjoy them. On the contrary', as the 
prophet shows in the following verses, 
they should be plundered and earned 
away by the enemy. Dathe well ex¬ 
presses the meaning of the verse: “ Recte 
faetis nequaquam delcctantur, inquit Jo- 
va, sed thesauros in aedes suas congcrunt 
vi atque injuria partos.” 

11. n^,lhe LXX., who are followed 
by Aq. and the Arab., preposterously 
render T vpos. Tyre; one of De Rossi's 
MSS. reads is, and one of Kennieott’s, 
lis. The Syr. Chald. tribulation , which 



Chap. III. 


A. M O S 


141 


There shall be an enemy, and that around the land; 
And he shall bring down tliy strength from thee, 
And thy palaces shall be plundered. 

12 Thus saith Jehovah: 

As the shepherd rescucth from the mouth of the lion 
Two legs, or the portion of an ear, 

So shall the sons of Israel be rescued, 

Who sit in Samaria on the corner of a bed, 

And in Damascus on that of a couch. 


has been adopted in many modem ver¬ 
sions. Thus Duthe, II css cl berg, Dahl, 
Justi, and Ilitzig. But Calvin, New- 
come, Micliaelis, Struensee, Bauer, llos- 
enmuller, Yater, and Noyes, translate 
enemy , which better suits the connection, 
as it supplies a proper nominative to the 
verb rn immediately following. Com. 


as to derivation, the Arab. 


r 


nocuit , 


noxa ajfccif, bps it. The words, ns 

yn.sr 310 a l )ru P t an( l elliptical, but, for 
this very reason, possess more point. At 
n* 4 , supply ^ 2 ^, or the like, n in 
2*22* has the force of et quidem, or isque. 
The reading 2*22^ , suggested by Iloubi- 
gant, considered probable by Newcome, 
and adopted by Bauer, is altogether un¬ 
sustained by any example of a similar 
case in verbs whose second and third radi¬ 


cals arc the same, yisn 2*20 is equiv- 

I v * » * ; 

alcnt to y^S‘n“V2 2, 2 Kings xvii. 5. 

I V 1 T t \ U 

where the invasion by Shalmaneser is 
described, iy, strength , denotes what¬ 
ever Samaria confided in, or made her 
toast of, such as her treasures, fortifi¬ 
cations, warriors, etc. All was to be 
brought down into the valley, and what 
was capable of being removed, carried 
away by the enemy : i. e. Shalmaneser 
the king of Assyria. A just retribution 
for the spoliations which her inhabitants 
had committed. 

12. A very appropriate image is here 
boiTowcd from a scene in pastoral life, 
such as the prophet himself may have 
witnessed. Nothing but a mere remnant 
of the Israelites should with difficulty 
escape from the enemy. Although a lion 
may not be induced to quit his prey, if 
he is hungry and has but just Bcized it, 


Is. xxxi. 4 ; yet if he has almost devoured 
it, leaving nothing but what is here spec¬ 
ified, no difficulty would be found in ef¬ 
fecting a rescue. For 73 V*2*, 

comp, tfipvafrqv be or^uaTos \(ovtos, 2 
Tim. iv. 17 ; 1 Sam. xvii. 34, 36. V*i2 

occurs only this once, but signifies a part 
or piece ; from b* 22 , to separate. There 

is a species of goat in the East, the ears 
of which arc often a foot in length, and 
broad in proportion; so that more im¬ 
portance would be attached to them by 
the shepherd, than would be the ease 
with us in the West. The concluding 
words of the verse have greatly perplexed 
interpreters. Most of the moderns ex¬ 
plain prrrn of the silk manufactured at 

Damascus, which from the name of the 
place, is called damask t and render 
p“‘K"2, in damask couches. What 

V i • ? V • ♦ 

has been supposed to confirm this ex¬ 
planation of the term is the occurrence 
of the same word in Arabic, only with 
the letters, or similar letters transposed, as 

(je J i O (j*LfiLOL>, etc., 

all signifying silk. Gesenius has a long 
article on the w'ord in his Thesaurus, p. 
346 ; but fails in establishing the point 
of identity. Instead of p-jwi with Shin t 

upwards of twenty of De Rossi’s MSS. 

read, or have read, with Sin ; 

* • «’ • 

which reading is also that of eighteen 
printed editions, and is the proper ortho¬ 
graphy of the name of Damascus. What 
appears to have originated the above 
view of the w’ord was the idea, that as 
the w’eallhy and voluptuous inhabitants 
of Samaria are supposed to be intended, 
there was a special propriety in adverting 
to the sumptuousness of the couches or 
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13 Hear ye, aiul testify against the house of Jacob, 

Saith the Lord, Jehovah, the God of hosts, 

14 Surely in the day when I punish the transgressions of Israel, 
I will punish the altars of Bethel; 

The horns of the altar shall be cut down, 

And they shall fall to the ground. 

15 I will also smite the winter-house with the summer-house, 
The ivory mansions shall perish, 


sofas on which they reclined. But this 
idea is totally alien from the bearing of 
the passage, which requires something to 
correspond to what had been expressed 
in the comparison of the fragments left 
by the lion. Besides, ntjs signifies the 
outer or extreme corner, and not the 
inner, which is regarded as the seat of 
honor, so that the observations of Ilar- 
mer, chap. vi. Obs xxx., are totally in¬ 
applicable, even if there were much point 
in them. The words are elliptical, and 
the parallelism, expressed in full, would 
stand thus : 



arc rsE3 yHrawa 3* 

i * t . ♦ 1 ■ * 



» 

f 


V * " s * 


'Z'Z'-j'n 


The persons referred to are the sick and 
infirm poor, who had nothing left but the 
side or part of a couch, and whom the 
king of Assyria would not think it worth 
his while to be at the trouble of removing. 
All the rest, the robust and active, the 
opulent and powerful, should be carried 
into captivity. For the fulfilment sec 
2 Kings xvii. 5, G, xviii. 9-12. The 
reason why Damascus is mentioned along 
with Samaria, is, that, at the time of 
the Assyrian invasion, that city was in 
the power of the Israelites, having been 
conquered by Jeroboam II. Sec 2 Kings 
xiv. 28. On the conquest, no doubt 
many belonging to the ten tribes ^ went 
there to reside. 

13. The same persons are here ad¬ 
dressed, who were summoned from Phi- 
listia and Egypt to witness the enormi¬ 
ties practised in Samaria, vcr. 9. They 
were now to testify to the facts of the 
case, that the punishment to be inflicted 
upon the inhabitants might be seen to 
have been richly deserved, a *ryn» as 

frequently means to testify against any 


one. Hsaari ■'riVs nir^ LXX. 

■» ■. •- M ■ •»* T ! 

K vpioi 6 Qtbs 6 Harr ok par <i>p : an ac¬ 
cumulation of Divine appellatives for the 
purpose of striking awe into the minds 
of the guilty. 

14. Signal vengeance was to be taken 

upon the place whence all the evils which 
spread through the ten tribes originated. 
For Bethel , sec on Hos. iv. 15. From 
the term having the determina¬ 

tive article, rendering it emphatic, while 
nirtaTW in the plural also occurs, it may 
be inferred that at Bethel, besides the 
great altar erected by Jeroboam, there 
was a number of lesser ones at which 
sacrifices were offered. Comp, Hos. viii. 
11, x. 5. The rviSRj?, home, were four 
projecting points in the shape of horns 
at the comers of ancient altars. They 
may be seen in the representations of 
those dug up by Belzoni in Egypt. As 
they were ornamental, the aetion here 
described was designed to express the 
contempt in which the altar would be 
held by the Assyrians. 

15. Eastern monarchs and princes, as 
well as others of the great, have summer 
as well as winter residences. The latter 
are in cities and sheltered situations; the 
former in forests, or upon mountains, 
yj, properly tooth, but used specially of 
the tusk of the elephant; ivory. LXX. 
oIkoi l\(<pdvTivoi. By ivory houses are 
not meant houses or palaces composed of 
that material, but richly ornamented 
with it. The ancients used it for 
decorating the ceilings, panels, doors, 
ete., of their rooms, by inlaying it with 
other costly articles. See 1 Kings xxii. 
39 ; Pb. xlv. 9. Odys. iv. 73. Diod. Sic. 
iii. 47. Pausan. i. 12. 4. Od. ii. 18. 1. 
All these sumptuous palaces in which 
the leaders of the people rioted, and 
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And the great houses shall come to an end, 
Saith Jehovah. 


indulged in all manner of profaneness, 
were to be completely destroyed. w}*3, 
to come to an end. cease. The render¬ 
ing of esp D'P'a, by**large houses," 


is more agreeable to the connection than 
that of “ many houses," though this is 
equally expressed by the phrase. 


CHAPTER IV. 


Tnrs chapter contains a continuation of the denunciation pronounced against the Israelites, 
at the close of the preceding, 1-3; an ironical call to them to persevere in their will- 
worship, which was the primary cause of their calamities, 4, 5; an enumeration of the 
different judgments with which they had been visited, but which had effected no reforma¬ 
tion, 6-11; aud a summons to them to prepare for the last and most awful judgment, 
which the omnipotent Jehovah was about to inflict upon them, 12,13. 


1 Hear ye this word, ye kinc of Baslian ! 

That are in the mountain of Samaria; 

That oppress the poor ; that crush the needy ; 
That say to their master, 

Bring now, that we may drink. 


1. *ir 2. Bas/ian, was celebrated for the 
richness of the pasturage, and its excel¬ 
lent breed both of large and small cattle. 
Deut. xxxii. 14; Rs. xxii. 12; Ezck. 
xxxix. 18. It lay on the east of the Jor¬ 
dan, between Ilcrmon and the mountains 
of Gilead, and extended eastward as far 
as the cities of Salchah and Edrei, which 
it included. Some are of opinion, that 
by Iran rvi-2, the kine, or cows of Ba~ 

' t 1 ^ T W i/ 

shan, the proud and luxurious females of 
Samaria are intended ; and that they are 
introduced on account of the corrupting 
influence which, through their husbands j 
they exerted on the state of public affairs. 
Of these may be mentioned, most of the 
Rabbins, Theodorrt, Livclcy, Grotius, 
Michaclis, Yater, Dahl, Justi, Cesenius 
and V incr. Others, as theTarg. Jerome, 
Munster, Calvin, Vatablus, Clarius, 
Drusius, Danaeus, Mercer, Marckius, 


Ilarcnberg, Dathe, Rosenmiiller, and 
Maurer, maintain that the prophet has 
the princes and rulers in view, whom he 
describes in this debasing language, in 
order to set forth the effeminacy, wanton- 
ness, and obstinacy of their character. 
At first vie%v the former exposition might 
appear to recommend itself for adoption ; 
but I am induced to give my adhesion 
to the latter, chiefly on the ground, that 
it is scarcely possible, otherwise, to ac¬ 
count for the repeated intermixture of 
masculine forms with the feminine. Thus 
w’c have ervins, ns‘in, 

. . •• m *; t • t v 


tSrix, all occurring very closely together. 
Now*, though it must be admitted that 
them are instances in w'hieh the gender 
is neglected, as in Ruth i., yet none of 
them will bear comparison with the 
present case. On the principle, that 
males are the real, and females the fig- 
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2 The Lord Jehovah hath sworn by his holiness: 
Behold, the days are coming upon you, 

When ye shall be taken away with hooks, 

And your posterity with fish-hooks. 

3 And ye shall go out through the breaches, 

Each one right before her; 

Ye shall even be thrown out of the palace, 

Sailh Jehovah. 


urativc subjects of discourse, it is easy 
to perceive how the genders would be 
■used just as the one or the other were 
prominently in the mind of the prophet. 
Some translators suppress the figurative 
language altogether, as Dathc: Aiulitc 
hoc , vos divites ct potentea Samar ice; but 
such practice is quite unwarrantable, as 
it destroys the effect of the prophetic 
mode of representation, pi i’San* one of 
those onomatopoctic verbs, the very 
sound of which strongly expresses the 
character of the action which they arc 
intended to describe. It signifies to 
break, crush, dash in pieces. Comp, the 


Arab. 


conduit , fregit. ■p-rs 

Cr':"is. though plural in form, is sin¬ 
gular in signification, and means the king 
of Israel, whom his courtiers and oth¬ 
ers, indulging in their eompotations, 
importune for fresh supplies of wine, 
reckless of the oppression and rapine by 
which it might be procured. Comp. 
Hos. vii. o. r, suffixed in r?N*nr:, is the 
in directive, or optative. 

2, 3. -a is pleonastic. It is surprising 
that so judicious an interpreter as Calvin 
should attempt to vindicate the rendering 
of rr n“, his sanctuary, when that of his 
holiness is so natural and proper. Comp. 
Ps. lxxxix. 36, and lx. 8. Jehovah 
appeals to all that is involved in the 
infinite excellence of his moral character 
for the certainty of his punishing sin. 
The Nominative to si’j is the enemy, 
understood ; but as the verb is put in the 
impersonal form, it is best rendered 
passively. Dbdcrlcin and some others 
object to the adoption, in tins place, of 
hooks and fish hooks, as the signification 
of and nssp fri-po, as too violent a 


in 


change of the figure; and propose that 
we should retain the primary acceptation 
of thorns, which they think is more in 
keeping with the idea of cows. They 
accordingly render the passage: “ Yc 
shall be driven into thorny districts, and 
among the gloomy thorn bushes.” There 
is, however, no necessity for supposing 
that the prophet had the alleged idea in 
his mind when he delivered the words, 
but the contrary ; and as fishing and 
hooks are elsewhere employed figuratively 
in reference to human beings, there can 
be no real ground for rejecting such 
tropical application of the disputed terms 
in this place. See 2 Chron. xxxiii. 11 ; 
Is. xxxxii. 29 ; Jer. xvi. 16 ; Ezck. xxix. 
4. p-ji: each one right before her, 

means, in a captive state, not being 
permitted by the enemy to turn to the 
right or the left. PSPsVrn * s pointed 

in De Rossi’s Spanish MS. 

* • 

marked 23, which punctuation has been 
adopted in Hahn’s small printed edition. 
Comp, ^sn, Han. viii. 11. It is sup¬ 
ported by the LXX. Syr. Symm. Vulg. 
and Arab, all of which versions exhibit 
the passive, n at the end of the verb is 
that of the fuller form of the pronoun 
n:rs, the fragment of which is used as a 
suffix. It occurs but seldom in the pre¬ 
terite. Of almost every possi¬ 

ble interpretation has been given. LXX. 
rb Upas rb 'Pefifihv', Cod. Vnt. ‘Popphy', 
in many of the MSS. of Flamin. Nob. 


'Appava. Syr. • Chald. 


i-i su, the mountains of Armenia. 
Vulg. Armon. Arab, after the LXX. 

Aq. 5 A ppavh l>pos. 
Symm. 'Epprjylay, doubtless for 'Appevlav. 
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4 Come ye to Bethel, and transgress; 

AtGilgal, multiply transgression ; 

Bring your sacrifices every morning, 

Your tithes every third year. 

5 Offer incense of the leavened thank-offering; 

Proclaim the voluntary offerings: publish them abroad ; 

For ye love to have it so, O ye sons of Israel, 

Saith Jehovah. 

6 And though I have given you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, 


Tlieod. opos M ova. Edit quint, \nfa\bv 
opos. Luther and Vater, Herjnon. Mi- 
ehaelis, Struensee, Dathe, Bauer, Dc 
Wette, Armenia. Justi and Hczel, Ha¬ 
rem. Volborth, JV r et. Hitzig takes it to 
be a corruption of Hadadrim - 

mon, which he explains of a place near 
Samaria where Adonis was worshipped. 
Newcome cuts the knot and renders 
“ will utterly destroy it.” The only sat¬ 
isfactory solution of the difficulty pre¬ 
sented by this aira£ Key. is that of Kim- 
chi, which is approved by Gesenius, 
Winer, and Lee, viz. that yiisT, stands 

for a palace , or citadel. Comp, the 

■ 

Arab. a l°fty edifice, a pyra¬ 

mid. Changes in letters of the same or¬ 
gan are not unfrequent in Hebrew, as s, 
yr: v!tcs, ytn > "^.“5 ; ; 

etc. The n at the end is not the femin¬ 
ine termination, but simply paragogic, as 
in Job xxxiv. 13, xxxvii. 12 ; Is. 

viii. 23; and romn, Judges xiv. 18. 
The noun will thus be the accusative ab- 
solute, and the construction will be “ cast 
down as to the palace,” i. e. from it, over 
its walls, or the like. The place in which 
the princes had rioted, and in the 
strength of which they confided, should 
afford them no safety. 

4, 5. The language of these verses is 
that of the keenest irony. The Israelites 
were addicted to the worship of the 
golden calf, and to that of idols, whereby 
they contracted guilt before Jehovah, 
and exposed themselves to his judg¬ 
ments ; at the same time they hypo¬ 
critically professed to keep up the ob¬ 
servance of certain feasts which hod 
been appointed by Moses. For Gilgal, 

19 


as a place of idolatrous worship, sec on 
IIos. iv. 15. The opinion of Abcnczra, 
approved by Rosenmuller and Maurer, 
that by rrVrV, we are to under- 

" ' T V 

stand every third day, seems forced and 
unnatural. That the words by them¬ 
selves might have this meaning is un¬ 
questionable : but the idea of tithes being 
brought every third day is inadmissible, 
even into a passage so strongly ironical 
as the present. I cannot doubt that the 
prophet has in view the enactment 
recorded Deut. xiv. 29. xxvi. 12. C“W, 

■ i 

days , mean, here, as Lev. xxv. 29 ; 
Judges xvii. 10, the fullest complement 
of days, i. e. a year. is most probably 
the infinitive, used for the second plural 
of the imperative ; or it may be the 
second singular of the same. There is 
no necessity for attaching to y>sn, the 
meaning of violence, though Gesenius 
would justify it, on the ground of ych 
being used, Ps. lxxi. 4, to designate an 
oppressor ; and because the rendering of 
the Chald. in this place is Dyt*, rapine 
or oppression. It is not impossible that 
the translator mistook V’sn for C 72 PJ, 
which has this signification. The point 
of reference is doubtless the ordinance, 
Lev. vii. 13, that, besides the unleavened 
cakes, the Hebrew’s were to offer “ leav¬ 
ened bread” with the sacrifice of thanks¬ 
giving. What the Israelites, therefore, 
are supposed to be in the habit of doing 
w r as, so far as the material of the thing 
was concerned, not contrary to the low, 
but in strict accordance with its require¬ 
ment. For ennrs na, comp, sans ''ey 
■jr , Jct. v. 31. 

6. From this verse to the 11th inclu¬ 
sive, Jehovah describes the different 
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And want of bread in all your places, 


Yet ye have not returned unto 


II 



Saith Jehovah. 

7 And though I have withholden the rain, 

Three months before the harvest; 

And have caused it to rain upon one city, 

But upon another city I have not caused it to rain; 

One portion was rained upon, 

And the portion upon which it rained not, withered: 

8 And two or three cities wandered to one city, 

To drink water, but have not been satisfied, 

Yet ye returned not to me, 

Saith Jehovah. 

9 I have smitten you with mildew and much blight; 

Your gardens, your vineyards, and your figs, and your olives, 
The locusts hath devoured; 

Yet ye have not returned unto me, 

Saith Jehovah. 

10 I have sent among you the plague, such as that of Egypt; 
I have slain your young men with the sword. 


corrective measures which he had em¬ 
ployed for the purpose of effecting a 
change in the Israelites, and at the close 
of each mentioned in the series, the ob¬ 
stinate impenitence, under the influence 
of which they persisted in their wicked 
courses, is emphatically marked by the 
declaration, ; mn' DN3 **“ty sV-, 

• \ • * * ♦ m 

yet ye returned not unto me, saith Jeho¬ 
vah. Such repetition gives great force 
to the reprehension. c-a-j clean¬ 

ness of teeth, and DFi^. neh, lack of bread, 

■ ■ ■ 

are synonymous ; both expressing the 
famine with which the nation has been 
visited to me, the Chald. para¬ 
phrases, to my worship , or ser¬ 

vice. 

7, 8. The famine was followed by the 
judgment of drought, which at once pro¬ 
duced sterility, and cut off the necessary 
supply of drink for man and beast. The 
rain that had been withheld, was the 
, vernal, or latter rain, which falls 
in the latter half of February, the whole 
of March and April, and thus precedes 
the harvest, as here stated. See on Hos. 
vi, 3. Whatever rain fell was exceed¬ 


ingly partial and insufficient. Instead of 
■V'uwn, the reading is found in 

# ■ ^ ^ v • 


two MSS. and is supported by the ren¬ 
derings of the LXX. Arab, and Vulg. 
The textual reading must be taken im¬ 
personally. 0*ny, cities, stands for their 
inhabitants. Comp, for a lengthened and 
graphic description of the judgment here 
specified, Jer. xiv. 1-6. 

9. A bad harvest, arising from the 
destruction of the com by the blightintj 
influence of the east wind scorch¬ 

ing, blasting, from tn®, to scorch ; Chald. 

to burn; Arab. niger, 

LXX. icvpaxris . Arab. Ver. I f 

the Simoom ,) and the mildew, or sinut. 


•ppn^, Arab. rubigo. rhsnn 


the infinitive absolute of nan in Hiphil, 
with the force of an adjective or an 
adverb. This word some improperly 
connect, as a construct noun, with 
the following substantives, CTi, a 

name given to the locust. See on 
Joel i. 4. 

10. Though the plague has from time 
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Together with your captive horses: 

And I have made the stench of your camps to come up into 
your nostrils; 

Yet ye have not returned unto me, 

Saith Jehovah. 

i 

11 I have overthrown some among you, 

As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah; 

And ye have been as a brand snatched from the burning; 

Yet ye have not returned unto me, 

Saith Jehovah. 

12 Therefore, thus will4 deal with thee, O Israel! 

Forasmuch as I will do this to thee, 

Prepare to meet thy God, 0 Israel! 


immemorial been endemic in Egypt, and 
might so far be described as Tn , 

the way of Egypt ; yet comparing Is. x. 
26, in which the same phrase is used as 
here, it obviously means, as the Egyptians 
were treated , or as God punished them 
with the plague. See Exod. ix. 3, etc. 
CS'OW "23, lit. the captivity of your 
horses: i. e. those taken and destroyed 
by the enemy. See 2 Kings xiii. 7. 

CSn the LXX. render iv irvpl, having 

* 

read rss, which is the pointing of three 

of De Rossi’s MSS., and of three others 
originally ; as also of the Brixian edition. 
Aq. oanptav. The i in £6$a3, Houbi- 
gant, Dahl, and some others would can¬ 
cel, on the ground of its harshness, and 
its not having been expressed by the 
LXX. Arab. Syr. and Vulg. It is 
translated in the Targ., and is to be re¬ 
tained, as an intensive particle, adding 
force to the preceding verb. Comp, the 
somewhat similar use of the Greek 

Kai. 

11. 2 in caa is used partitively: inter , 
among, or the like; indicating that the 
subverting was not total. Frsrnsa 
C'ri'rX, like God's overthrowing: prop¬ 
erly Hiphil participle, but construed as 
an infinite. Comp. Deut. xxix. 22 ; Is. 
xiii. 19 ; Jer. 1. 40 ; 2 Pet. ii. 6 ; Jude 7. 
which stands for the affix of the 

i i « i 

first personal pronoun, Ncwcome im¬ 
properly converts into a superlative,, and 
renders, “ the great overthrow ! M TTia 


remark on as sometimes the sign of 
the genitive case, is likewise totally in¬ 
applicable, as in the present case it can 
only mark the accusative. To what 
physical phenomena reference is here 
specifically made, it is impossible to de¬ 
termine, owing to the absence of all his¬ 
torical data. Some think the earth¬ 
quake, mentioned chap. i. 2, is intended; 
but this is altogether out of the question, 
since the prophecy was delivered two 
years before that event. From the allu¬ 
sion to fire, it has been deemed probable 
that some of the cities of the Israelites 
had been burnt, either by lightning from 
heaven, or by the army of the king of 
Syria. At all events, that the language 
is not to be understood figuratively is 
evident from the close connection of the 
verse with those preceding, each of which 
describes a separate physical calamity, 
and closes, as this one does, with a re¬ 
prehension of the impenitence by which 
the nation continued to be characterized. 

V2W ns, a brand snatched from 

the burning , Is proverbial, and expresses 
the narrow escape from utter extinction 
which had been experienced. Comp. 
Zech. iii. 2; and 1 Cor. ii. 15: avr6s 
5e o'crt&'fjcreTeu, ovtws 5e iy it vp6s- 

12. All the means that had been em¬ 
ployed to reform the Israelites having 
proved ineffectual, they are here sum¬ 
moned to prepare for the final judgment, 
which was to put an end to their na¬ 
tional existence. To this judgment re- 
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13 For, behokl! it is lie that formed the mountains; 
And created the wind; 

And dcclareth to man what is his thought; 

That maketh the morning darkness, 

And walketh upon the heights of the earth : 
Jehovah, God of hosts, is his name. 


ferencc is emphatically made in the 
terms HS>, thus, and nsT* this. There is 
a brief resumption of the sentence de¬ 
livered verses 2 and 3. That by “SDrr 
any such preparation is intended as 
■would involve genuine and universal 
repentance, by which the threatened 
judgment might have been averted, 
cannot be admitted in consistency with 
the bearing both of the preceding and 
the following context. The removal of 
the Israelites, as a nation, is denounced 
as certain, and inevitable. It is rather 
to be understood as , prepare 

thee, Jer. xlvi. 14. God is now com¬ 
ing against you as the avenger of your 
wickedness. Consider how you shall 
meet, or endure the infliction. Comp. 
Ezek. xxii. 14 ; Heb. x. 31. Individ¬ 
uals might by repentance obtain the 
forgiveness of their personal transgres¬ 
sions, and thus have their minds brought 
into a state in which they would enjoy 
support and comfort in the midst of na¬ 
tional calamity; but this was all that 
could now be expected. 

13. To give full effect to the preced¬ 
ing call, one of the most sublime and 
magnificent descriptions of Jehovah, to be 
mft with in Scripture, is here introduced. 
The participial form of the five verbs 
employed by the prophet greatly en¬ 


hances the beauty of the passage; but it 
cannot be successfully imitated in a 
translation. Some have doubted whether 
fpn docs not here signify spirit, rather 
than wind; but it seems more natural to 
take the term in the latter acceptation, 
on account of the close coherence of this 
clause of the verse with that immediately 
preceding. The rendering of the LXX. 
hnayytWw *ts hv&pdiirous rbv xpiariv 
auTov, announcing to men his anointed, 
has originated in their mistaking'i nr~r;tt 
for irruw. Theodoret, in commenting 
upon the version, thinks Cyrus is in¬ 
tended, and not Christ, as we may other¬ 
wise imagine the fathers would expound 
it. By in® is not meant God's thought, 
or his purposes, as some have taken it, 
but the thoughts or meditations of man, 
of which alone the verb rr® and its 

— i 

derivatives, when applied to intelligent 
beings, is used. ri®r is followed by a 
double accusative : that of the material 
out of which the thing is made, and that 
of the matter into which it is converted. 
It must, however, be observed, that up¬ 
wards of twenty of Kennicott’s MSS. 
read, or have read, nSpyi, which is the 
reading of the LXX. and Arab. Accord¬ 
ing to this construction, the passage must 
be translated thus : *• He that maketh 

the aurora and the darkness." 


CHAPTER V. 


Ajtzh giving utterance to a brief elegy over the prostrate and helpless condition of the 
kingdom, which had Just been predicted, 1-3, tlie prophet introduces Jehovah still ad¬ 
dressing himself to the inhabitants; calling upon them to relinquish their superstitious 
and idolatrous practices, and return to his service, 4-9. lie then adverts the picture of 
wickedness which the nation exhibited, 10-13; repeats the call to cultivate habits of piety 
and righteousness, 14,15; describes, in plaintive strains, the destruction that was coming 
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upon the land, 16—20; exposes the inutility of ceremonial rites when substituted for moral 
rectitude, or combined with unauthorized worship, 21-26; and expressly threatens the Is¬ 
raelites with transportation into the East, 27. 


1 Hear ye this word, which I utter concerning you — 
A lamentation, 0 house of Israel! 

2 The virgin of Israel is fallen ; 

She shall rise no more ; 

Prostrate upon her own land, 

There is none to raise her up. 

3 For thus saith the Lord Jehovah, 

The city that went out by a thousand, 

Shall have an hundred left ; 

And she that went out by an hundred, 

Shall have ten left 
To the house of Israel. 


1. r,:'p is properly an elegy , or song of 

mourning and # lamentation, from in 
Piel, to compose or chant such a song. It 
consisted of plaintive effusions poured 
forth by mourning relatives, or by per¬ 
sons hired for the purpose, at funerals; 
and was distinguished for the tender, 
pathetic, broken and exclamatory nature 
of the expressions of which it was com¬ 
posed, as well as the touching features 
of the subject which they were designed 
to embody. Of this mode of composition 
the Hebrew prophets frequently avail 
themselves, especially Jeremiah, who, 
besides introducing it into several of his 
prophecies, has left us a whole book of 
nia-p, elegies, or lamentations. See 
Lowth, Lect. xxii. Fqr the introduction 
of the present suhject, comp, na-p kb 
V tt or 5?, Ezek. xix. 1, xxvii. 2/xxxif 
2, and the common oracular forms s'm 
kbw, etc. Some are of opinion 

that the elegy thus introduced extends 
to the end of the chapter, but it is far 
more likely that it consists merely of 
the plaintive exclamations contained in 
verse 2. Compare the beautiful lament 
of David on the death of Jonathan, 2 
Sam i. 17-27. 

2. The Israelitish state is called r.V^irs, 
a virgin , because it had never been sub¬ 


dued by any foreign prince. See on 
Is. xxiii. 12. The passages, Jer. xviii. 
13, and Lam. ii. 13, which Rosenmiiller 
adduces against this interpretation of the 
term, are not in point, since both refer to 
the character which Jerusalem sustained 
previous to the deplorable condition to 
which she had been reduced by the 
violence of the enemy. It cannot, there- 
fore, be regarded as merely synonymous 
with ps, daughter , as idiomatically ap¬ 
plied to describe the inhabitants of a city 
or state. This brief, but touching elegy 
describes the utterly prostrate and help¬ 
less condition to which the Assyrians were 
to reduce the kingdom of the ten tribes. 

3. The depopulated state of the coun¬ 
try is here affcctingly depicted. -ry» 
the city , stands by metonymy for its in¬ 
habitants. The LXX. 7} ir6\ts fys 
woptvotrro xiAtoi, and so the other an¬ 
cient versions. pks'V, that went out, 
is used elliptically for risnVisV i-ksv'tt, 

that went forth to war. The population 
or size of a city was estimated according 
to the number of warriors it could fur¬ 
nish. Thus the Scholiast on Iliad ix. 
383, 384 : oh rb irKdros rStv iruAwv Si\ti 
fftpaivciv, yhp 5.pa ndirras 

<pi)<riv‘ &AAi t6 ptyfdos t7/i infAewj, *cal 
t2> itA7j3oj t <av iu'bp&v. 
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4 For thus saith Jehovah to the house of Israel, 

Seek ye me, and live. 

5 And seek not Bethel; 

And go not to Gilgal; 

Neither pass through to Beersheba; 

For Gigai shall surely go into captivity, 

And Bethel shall come to nought. 

6 Seek ye Jehovah, and live, 

Lest he rush down, like fire, upon the house of Joseph; 


4. "While the divine judgments are not 
executed, there is still room for repent¬ 
ance and reformation, tn. to seek, is 
very often used.as a religious term, im¬ 
plying application to God, or to a false 
deity, for assistance, direction, etc. and 
then generally to worship him, and have 
respect to his will. Ps. xxiv. 6; Is. 
viii. ID, lv. 6. Comp. Heb. xi. 6, ^*£17- 
tcTm rbv &(6v. rfa is similarly used, 
rn, live ye, is employed as a second im¬ 
perative, in order emphatically to ex¬ 
press the certainty of the result that 
■would ensue from compliance with the 
command given by the first. 

5. A strong dissuasive from idolatry, 
derived from the predicted fall of the 
objects and places of false worship. 
Jf 2 - i ns2, Beersheba, lit. “the Well of 
the Oath ; ” LXX. ah (pptap too tpaov \ 
see Gen. xxL 22-31. It was situated 
about twenty-five geographical miles 
south of Hebron, on the frontier of the 
Holy Land towards Idumea, and is still 

called by the Arabs f , Bir- 

ea-seba\ Dr. Robinson fell in with its 
ruins on the north side of a Wady of the 
same name, but found nothing bearing 
the marks of high antiquity, except two 
wells, one of whieh he ascertained to be 
forty-four feet and a half in depth to 
the surface of the water, and the other 
forty-two feet. As it lay in the extreme 
south of Palestine, the verb “ 12 s, to pass 
over or through , is most appropriate. 
Prom this verse, and from chap. viii. 14, 
it appears to have been a place of idol¬ 
atrous resort, but wherein, the idolatry 
consisted we are not told. In 

■ 

rffeft is a forcible paronomasia, 


though the words are from different 
roots. “ Gilgal gallando gallabitur, si 
posset fingi aliquod tale verbum; hoc 
est, vertetur volubili vereione." Calvin, 
in loc. There is likewise a play upon 
the word yis, w'hich is used to denote 

1 V v 

wickedricsSy idolatry 9 idol f nothing , etc . 
What had originally been VN“r*'2, 
Bethel , a house of God, but had by the 
Israelites been converted into “,is“T'2 , 
Beth-aven , a house of idolatry, see Hos. 
iv. 15, x. 5; should be reduced to *]^s, 
aven nothing. * 

6. The prophet here repeats, for the 
sake of effect, the call which he had in¬ 
troduced, ver. 4. hVa*, whieh more com¬ 
monly has the significations attaching to 

the Arab. recte se habet res , 

C 

aptus fuit, etc. has here that of the Syriac 

descendit, perrupit. The gen¬ 
eral idea of motion, either forward or 
downward, seems to be conveyed by it, 
only, in certain cases, with the euperad- 
ded notion of violence or forec. Thus 
r\T) n\ 2 Pi, is not improp¬ 
erly rendered in our common version, 
“ And the Spirit of the Lord came 
mightily upon him.*' Dahl pr efe r s the 
rendering perdidit , which he derives 

from the Arab. exitialc malum ; 

but the form ^ <rv 1 ^ ? pen¬ 

etrans, vehemens , might rather be com¬ 
pared. Jehovah is often compared to 
fre . See Is. x. 17 ; Lam. ii. 3. is, 
being of common gender, is the nom¬ 
inative to rsVrx, so that the object of 
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And it devour, jand there be none in Bethel to quench it. 

7 Ye who turn justice into wormwood, 

And cast righteousness to the ground, 

8 Seek Him that made the Pleiades and Orion ; 

That turned deathshade into morning; 

That maketh day dark as night; 

That calleth the waters of the sea>, 

And pourcth them forth upon the earth ; 


Jehovah is his name. 

comparison takes the place of , who 
is the subject, and the proper nominative. 

rna , the house of Joseph, is a less 
frequent designation of the ten tribes, 
the principal of which was that of Eph¬ 
raim, the son of Joseph. It occurs 
several times in the historical books, but 
only twice besides in the prophets, viz. 
Obad. 18 ; Zech. x, 6. The name 5Di\ 
Joseph , by itself, is similarly employed, 
Amos v. 15, vi. 6. Comp. Ezck. xxxvii. 
16. For Vs - r>*3 , Bethel , the LXX. 
Arab, and one of De Rossi’s MSS. read 
Vtor’' ma, Beth YIsrael, which reading 
is adopted by Newcome. One of Kenni- 
cott’s MSS. has Israel, which 

Iloubigant, Dathe, and Bauer, approve. 
Jerome, Rosenmiiller, Dahl, Justi, Stru- 
ensee, and others, retain the received 
reading, which is supported by the 
Targ., Syr., and Vulg. Some would con¬ 
nect Vs — ma with na£», and render, 

w» i* «. • . ' ~ 

* I 

“ there shall be none to quench Bethel; " 
but the verb naa is never constructed 

T • 

with V, which marks here the Dative of 
possession. The true construction is, 
rare The people of 

Israel put their trust in the idols which 
they worshipped at Bethel, but none of 
them could remove the Divine judg¬ 
ments from the land. 

7. t'aEri”, ye that turn, is to be re¬ 
ferred to rim and fra in the pre- 
ceding verse. This construction is more 

natural than that which would take r*a 
m 

alone as the nominative, in the 
third person. Such changes of person 
as that presented in^ri'Sn , are too fre- 

m ■ 

quent to occasion any difficulty; nor is 
it always necessary to express them in a 
translation. Ewald takes an effectual 


method of removing the supposed dif¬ 
ficulty, by striking out the verse, and in¬ 
serting it at the beginning of verse 10. 
Of course, the whole will then read very 
smoothly ; but the question still remains. 
Did Amos so connect the words ? n:5-‘V , 

Arab. abeyit , execratus est, is the 

Hebrew name of wormwood , and is given 
to it on account of its disgustingly bitter 
and injurious quality. The LXX. now 
read 6 ttoiwv els C\f/os Kplfia ; but there 
can be little doubt that the original read¬ 
ing was &\f/n/&os. The meaning is, that 
the persons spoken of so perverted their 
judicial proceedings, as to render them 
both obnoxious and injurious to those 

whom they affected. For V'sV 

t • • a ' ' t * ■ ■ 

see on Is. xxvm. 2. 

8. Another sublime description of the 
Most High, almost verbally identical 
with that furnished Job ix. 9. The 
participles arc to be referred to rrirp , 

Jehovah , ver. 6, as their antecedent. 
Ncwcome, following the Targ. and Syr., 
inserts 44 that have forsaken " at the com¬ 
mencement of the verse, but these au¬ 
thorities are not sufficient to warrant the 
addition, which, indeed, the text does 
not require. The article, used as a re¬ 
lative in and >-Va■an , is omitted 

i • I • ^ ^ * 

before r,'zv and ^£n, because they are in 
construction. Two of the principal con¬ 
stellations as selected from the heavenly 
bodies as specimens of the effects of 
Omnipotence. ntt'S, the Pleiades , or 
Seven Stars. This word occurs onlv here 
and Job ix. 9, xxxviii. 31. The deriva¬ 
tion from a supposititious root he a , cog¬ 
nate with c?n, , ren , to be warm, 

- T » T 

hot , adopted by Castellus, Sehultens, 
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9 That bringeth destruction suddenly upon the mighty, 
And destruction comcth upon the fortress. 


Parkhurst, and others, is to be rejected 
for that preserved in the Arab. rfi 

Conj. II. cumulum fecit; hence, jjjQyS^ 

cumulus ; with which may be compared 
socius , according to which the 

name expresses what is brought or bound 
together, especially in abundance . The 
name given to this constellation by the 

Arabs is \_y ‘v an abundance or multi - 

V \ 

tude, from jnultus ac numerosus 

evasit, numerosus reddidit. For the 
same reason it was called by the Greeks 
nAeiaSf s, according to one of the deriva¬ 
tions of Eustathius on Homer, Iliad, 
xviii. 446: Ai Si irAfiuStr Ijroi hirb rrjs 
fiTjrpbs ainuv n\T}i6v7)$ fj 8 ti ir\eiovs bpov 
Kara filav auvaywyf}v flat, k. t. And 
most of the ancients express the same 
idea; as Seneca, densi pleiadum greges; 
Propertius, pleiadum choi'us , etc. Ac¬ 
cording to the Greek mythology, the 
Pleiades were seven daughters of Atlas, 
who, being pursued by Orion, were 
changed by Jupiter into doves, and hav¬ 
ing been transplanted to the heavens, 
form the assemblage of the Seven Stars 
in the neck of Taurus. In the passage 
in the Iliad just referred to, they are por¬ 
trayed on the shield of Achilles along 
with Orion, in the same order as in our 
prophet: 

IIATjitiSar, & 'TaSar Tf, t 6 T€ (rdeVos ’Hpfw- 
vot. 

In the mythology of the Sabians or 

- O 

Mcndaites I V ^ ^ the Seven , and 


99 




the Seven Stars t 

cut no inconsiderable figure. See Nor- 
berg’s Liber Adami. For Vos, see on 
Is xiii. 10. Both terms have been en¬ 
tirely mistaken by the LXX. who render 
6 TTotatv ir<Lma xol ptTacrKcv&fav, which is 

faithfully copied by the Arab. £jLoJl 
VJulQAj rnttV the °f 


death , one of the very few Hebrew com¬ 
pounds. See on Is. ix. 1. V is to be 
supplied before indeed, it is in 

fourteen MSS., primarily in three more, 
and now by correction in one; in both 
the Sonein. editions ; in both of Bom- 
berg, 1318 in the margin, and in 
the appendix to Munster’s, 1536. In 
Mi^nn , there is a transition from the 

*1 t ; W 

participial to the finite form of the verb. 
To render the clause uniform, the con¬ 
struction would be, nWV cv 
The passage quoted from Pindar, by 
Clemens Alexandrinus, is beautifully 
parallel: — 

0c <j> 5i bwarbu Ik fitKaivas 
NvKrbs hpiavrov vpaai 
K.f\aiv<p vt<pa Si i tkotou KaAirtyai 
Kadapbv hpipat criKas. 

The following words are descriptive, not 

of rain, as Jerome, Theodoret, Kimehi, 

Drusius, Lively, Marckius, Dahl, and 

Rosenmiiller maintain, but of a deluge 

or inundation, the waters of which may 

emphatically be said to be poured over 

the earth. Thus Grotius, Clarius, Bauer, 

and likewise Lowth, though he admits 

the possibility of the other view being 

right. The Alex, reading of the LXX. 

6 Stbs 6 Train’OKpd.Ttop is found in the 

Arab., in a Copt. MS., and in the Sla- 

von. Bible, has the support of three 

MSS., yet it is more likely an addition 

from chap. iv. 13, than otherwise. 

9. After the prophet had apparently 

completed his magnificent description of 

the Divine character, with the words 

i-sirf, he appends in this vtTse an 

additional view’ of it, in order to make it 

tell more practically on the fears of those 

who boasted of the strength of Samaria. 

nituit, 

5 

not only conveys the idea of shining , be¬ 
ing bright, cheerful , etc. but also that of 
suddenness , suggested by the rapidity 
with which the dawning light is diffused 
over the horizon. The Hebrews applied 
such terms figuratively to the sudden 
production of misery, as well as to that 



fulgit aurora, 
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10 They hate him that reproveth in the gate, 

And abhor him that speaketh uprightly. 

11 Wherefore, because ye trariiple upon the poor, 
And take from him the tribute of corn: 

Though ye have built houses of hewn stone, 

Ye shall not dwell in them; 

Though ye have planted pleasant vineyards, 

Ye shall not drink of their wine. 

12 For I know that your transgressions are many, 
And that your sins are great: 

Opp ressing the righteous, 

Taking a bribe, 

And turning aside the poor in the gate. 

13 Therefore the prudent shall be silent at that time ; 
For it is an evil time. 


of happiness. See on Joel ii. 2. Winer, 
oj'irt facials, induccns super potentcs 
vastationem. The ancient versions are 
all at fault here. 

10. Ewald thinks that by 

the reprover in the gate , Amos himself 
is meant ; but, from, the recurrence of 
K25, and - v '.v2, in connection with 
ver. 1.5, it is far more natural to 

' ■ 

interpret the phrase of a magistrate, sen¬ 
ator, or judge. Comp, also ver. 12, and 
see on Is. xxix. 21. In cricn, which 
is to be taken adverbially, as Judges ix. 
9, is an ellipsis of s. 

11-13. Dr 3 is, in all probability, a 
faulty orthography of cob, the Polal. of 

D?,2, Arab. vilipcndit rem, to tread 

down, trample upon, etc. De Rossi’s co¬ 
dex 380, reads ed a with Sin. rs/i’K, 

i chat is raised, as a tax, tribute, etc. from 
K'ra, to raise. Instead of remitting to 
the poor the tax which they were unable 
to pay, the rulers and proprietors rigidly 
exacted it, that they might consume it 
upon their lusts. But in whatever state 
and luxury they might have lived, and 
whatever preparations they might be 
making for further indulgences, Jehovah 
declares that they should not continue 
to enjoy them. The enemy would 
speedily remove them from all the ob¬ 
jects on which they proudly doated, or 
from which they expected gratification. 


For the contrary of the threatening, see 
Is. lxv. 21, 22 ; Amos ix. 14. The ad¬ 
jectives and ere 26$, are placed be¬ 
fore their substantives, because they are 
predicatives, and not qualificatives. Be¬ 
fore both, the conjunction 13 is to be 
supplied. The ellipsis was probably oc¬ 
casioned by its having been used at the 
beginning of the verse, ids is most 
commonly used in the sense of \vrpov, 
&.mi\uTpoi/, ransom , or price of redemp¬ 
tion, on which account Ewald and some 
others render it so here; but the close 
connection in which the whole phrase 
stands with the perversion of justice, 
specified in the last clause of the verse, 
decides in favor of the signification bribe, 
briberg, which the word unquestionably 
has, 1 Sam. xii. 3. Targ. nDtpt > the 

i j • t 

V * 

mammon of falsehood 

a bribe. LXX. hXK&ypara. The other 
Greek versions, ltf.\atrpa. If 'nis 
could be taken to mean, “ shutting up, or 
imprisoning the righteous,” then *isb 
might mean ransom ; but such usnge 
does not obtain. The only course left 
for the pious to pursue in the midst of 
such atrocious perversion of order and 
justice, was that of quietly submitting to 
the hand of God, which they were taught 
to recognize in the permission of these 
evils, and patiently to abide the issue of 
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14 Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live; 

And it shall be so; Jehovah, God of hosts, shall be with you, 
According as ye say. 

15 Hate evil and love good, 

And establish justice in the gate ; 

Perhaps Jehovah, God of hosts, may pity 
The residue of Joseph. 

16 Therefore thus saith Jehovah, God of hosts, the Lord: 

In all the broad places there shall be wailing; 

And in all the streets, they shall say, Oh! Oh! 

They shall call the husbandman to mourning; 


And all who are skilled in ele 

events. Any attempt, under these cir¬ 
cumstances, to stem the current, or effect 
a reformation, or even to plead for private 
or public rights, would only aggravate 
their calamities. , the intelligent , 

prudent , is to be understood, in the best 
sense, of one who acts upon the princi¬ 
ples of enlightened piety. 

14, Id. Reiterated calls to reformation, 
in order to ensure the return of Divine 
favor. Both the style and the sen¬ 
timents have their parallel in Is. i. 16,17. 
Notwithstanding the sad apostasies of 
the Israelitish people, they still had their 
profession of the religion of Jehovah to 
fall back upon, in case of necessity. 
They boasted that he was with them, but 
it was an empty pretence while their pro¬ 
fession was insincere, being combined 
with the worship of idols. For the 
force of the conditional particle 
perhaps, in such connection, compare 
Gen. xvi. 2, and « Zpa, Acts viii. 22. 
Comp, also Joel li. 13, where thp same 
idea is expresed by jnv> who know - 
ethf poi' 1 rmsz, the remainder of Jo¬ 
seph. For this use of the patronymic, 
see on ver. 6. N umerous as the Israel¬ 
ites still were, they might well be called 
a remainder , in consideration of the 
havoc made by Hazael, who, when “ the 
Lord began to cut ” them “ short, smote 
them in all the coasts of Israel; from 
Jordan eastward, all the land of Gilead, 
the Gadites, and the Reubenites, and the 
Manaseites, from Aroer, which is by the 
river Arrum, even Gilead and Basham” 
2 King x. 32, 33. 


y to wailing. 

16. ipV, therefore , refers not to the 
contents of verses 14, 15, but to verses 
7, 10, and 12. We may suppose a con¬ 
siderable pause to intervene before ver. 
16. Foreseeing that the people would 
not repent, Jehovah here declares that the 
threatened punishment was inevitable. 
The slaughter involved in this punish¬ 
ment would be general. Samaria, how¬ 
ever, and its vicinity, seem specially 
intended. The position in which ';->t 
is here placed, is altogether unusual! 
Indeed, I am not aware that it is so 
found in any other passage. Yet I would 
not, with Newcome, cancel it, on the 
slender authority of seven MSS. the 
LXX. Arab, and Syr. It seems rather 
to have been purposely added, in order 
to give greater solemnity to the sentence 
w f hich was to be pronounced, r-izn% 
broad, or open places, or wide streets in 
a city; and distinguished from r*'z;r:, 
which signify ordinary or narrow streets, 
such as are common in the East. Gr. 
irA areux. "lEptt, strictly means a smiting 
of the breast, (LXX. /roveris,) from 
iEC, to beat, smite ; see on Is. xxxii. 12. 
Here, however, it is used to denote 
wailing or mourning in general, irr in, 
Oh l Oh! This onomatopoctic I have 
rendered by the corresponding English 
interjection, which, when prolonged and 
b welled in the pronunciation, as it is by 
persons giving utterance to excessive 
gnef, is much more appropriate than 

Alas! Alas! Alas! Syr. . J’n <j|. 

Chald. **!» Vulg. vee! vee! in other 
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17 In all the vineyards there shall be wailing, 

For I will pass through the midst of thee, 

Saith Jehovah. 

18 Wo unto you that desire the day of Jehovah l 
What is the day of Jehovah unto you ? 

It shall be darkness and not light. 

19 As when one fleeth from a lion. 

And a bear meeteth him; 

Or he entereth the house, and leaneth his hand on the wall, 
And a serpent biteth him. 

20 Shall not the day of Jehovah be darkness and not licrht; 


Even thick darkness, without 

Latin versions, eheu l eheu! The nr X, 

i ■ 

husbandmen , were to be called to partici¬ 
pate in the mourning, not as Newcome, 
Rosenmiiller, and some others have 
thought, on account of the desolation 
of the fields, but cither on account of 
the loudness of their rustic voices, or 
because the slaughter of the citizens of 
Samaria would be so great, that a suffi¬ 
cient number would not be left to per¬ 
form the funeral rites. Such construc¬ 
tion of the meaning is required by the 
following parallelism: •'ynv—VR tECra 
Ti3. There is no necessity for suppos¬ 
ing that the words of this sentence have 
been transposed, and that they originally 
stood thus : -»n: The 

7 : • V ; 

preposition Vk is understood before iBCtt 
and as repeated to govern 

which it often does, as well as the ac¬ 
cusative. 'ns , wailing, lamentation, from 

-O 

rjra, Syr. j ^tl ±, to utter lamentable 

cries. The persons here spoken of as 
“ skilled in wailing,” were mourners by 
profession, who were hired for the oc¬ 
casion, and sung doleful tunes around 
the corpse of a deceased person, which 
they preceded when it was carried to 
the grave, giving utterance to dismal cries 
and bowlings, beating their breasts, 
throwing ashes on their heads, and 
showing every artificial token of ex¬ 
cessive grief. These were the mourn¬ 
ers whom Solomon describes as going 
about the streets, Eeeles. xii. 5. That 
females were especially employed on 


any brightness ? 

such occasions, appears from Jcr. ix. 17- 
19, where *n 3 is twice used as here by 
Amos. The same custom obtained 
among the Greeks and Romans. Thus 
Homer speaking of the funeral of Hector, 
says: 

- ibv fitv Zirttra 

Tpijraiis iv Petrov, irapa 5e elaav 

ao 1 5 our, 

Qprivtvv Qdpxovs, olrt ct ovieaaav Aoi57jv 
Ot p\v 6.p' £bpi)VfOV t 4 ttI 5c arivaxovro 
•yvvcuKts* 

Iliad, xxiv. 720, etc. 

See also Horace de Arte Poet. ver. 433. 
In his edition of Harmer’s Observations, 
vol. iii. p. 42. Dr. A. Clarke gives a de¬ 
scription of the ancient funeral solem¬ 
nities of the Irish, and the translation of 
a song of wailing prepared for the occa¬ 
sion, which bears a strong resemblance 
to those used by the Orientals. Comp. 
Wilkinson’s Ancient Egyptians, second 
series, vol. ii. pp. 402-407. 

17. The vineyards, which usually ex¬ 
hibited scenes of rejoicing, should now 
be frequented by disconsolate mourners. 
For Jehovah’s passing through the land, 
comp. Exod. xii. 12, 23 ; only in the 
latter case the punishment was miracu¬ 
lously inflieted ; in the former, by the 
king of Assyria, as an instrument in the 
hand of God. 

18-20. These verses intimately cohere 
with the preceding. The day of Jehovah 
means the time when his judgments 
should be inflicted. The Israelites could 
only have given expression sarcastically 
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21 I hate, I loathe your festivals ; 

Neither do I delight in your days of restraint, 

22 When ye offer to me holocausts and bloodless sacrifices, 

I will take no pleasure in them; 

Neither will I regard the thank-offerings of your fatlings. 

23 Take away from me the noise of the songs ; 

I will not hear the music of thy harps. 


to the wish that this day might soon 
reach them. It was an impious daring 
of Jehovah to do his worst. Comp. Is. v. 
19: Jer. xvii. 15. The prophet tells 
them plainly that it would be to them a 
day of unmitigated affliction. The fal¬ 
lacy of every hope of escape is illustrated 
by two simple, but forcible comparisons, 
borrowed from the pastoral life. Bochart 
regards the language as proverbial, and 
supports his opinion by two Arabic sto¬ 
ries : the one beginning, JuJ 


iij y.... ULuo! 

Ui o ** A lion, pursuing 

a man, he took refuge in a tree, in the 
branches of which a bear having fixed 
himself, was plucking its fruit," etc.; 


and the other, 

<\***^H v-*-? ^ 



♦ * 




LU 



(S* — -■» 

• 4 

•* A man fled from a lion, and fell into 
a well, into which the lion went down 
after him. And there was a bear in the 


well," etc. Hierozo. lib. iii. cap. ix. pp. 
810, 811. Kimchi tersely expresses the 
meaning thus, ms V« mstia insr, Ye 
shall go out of calamity into calamity . 
Comp. Job xx. 24 ; Is. xxiv. 18. The 
adjective VBiJ is explained by the follow¬ 
ing words. It occurs only in this place; 
but the substantives nVES, Ve k dense ob- 
scurity , are used in several passages of Job, 
the Psalms, and the prophets. riV'EM, 
however, in the sense of concealed , occurs 


Exod. ix. 32. Comp, the Arab. JLit, 
occidit sol, etc. Thus in Hariri, Con- 
sess. xv. the noun is employed 


jvJjJI 

“ Extirpatio erudi- 

tionis et obliteratio ejus : Lunarumque 
uc Solium cjusdem occasus ." ;n;, 3 , on the 
contrary, signifies to shine , be light; and 
its derivative wi is used of the rising of 
the sun, Prov. iv. 18, and is contrasted 
with nVEs, ver. 19. 

t 

21-23. The same aversion from the 
ceremonial observances of the insincere 
and rebellious Israelites which Jehovah 
here expresses, he afterwards employed 
Isaiah to declare to the Jcvvs ) chup. i. 
10-15. The two passages are strikingly 
parallel; only the latter prophet ampli¬ 
fies what is set forth in a more condensed 
form by Amos. It is also to be observed, 
that where Amos introduces the musical 
accompaniments of the sacrifices, Isaiah 
substitutes the prayers ; both concluding 
with the divine words, *i>:-N=yTS Jn kV 

• •- * i V 

yat;. I will not hear. The verbs “Fwo 

. i * ... i 

' 1 F0N5 follow' each other immediately, for 

• t " T * 

the sake of more emphatically expressing 
the Divine abhorrence. Com. N*n “2yin 

• T " 

iV and ■'CE3 re*33> in Isaiah. rr“iN kV» 
lit. I will not smell; but meaning here, 
I will take no delight in. res¬ 

traints^ periods, days of restraint, or as¬ 
semblies collected on such days. Sec on 
Is. i. 13. dVs, used here collectively 

■ ■ i 9 m 

for the plural d^Vo. — “'Vattt -cn , lit. 
remove from upon me; conveying the 
idea of a burden which vexes and annoys 
the bearer. Isaiah expresses it in full: 
hnuV “Vat rrt, M They are a burden 
upon me." Comp, further for the force 
of the compound preposition, Exod. x. 
28. The music here referred to was 
that performed at the Hebrew' festivals 
hy the Levites, before and during the 
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24 Let justice roll on like water, 

And righteousness like a mighty stream. 

25 Did ye not present sacrifices and offerings to me, 


offering of the sacrifices, and on other 
public occasions. 

24. While no direction is given re¬ 
specting the regulation of the sacrifices, 
in order that they might be presented in 
an acceptable manner, a special injunc¬ 
tion is imparted in regard to justiee and 
rectitude, on the principle that to obey is 
better than sacrifice, and to hearken than 
the fat of rams,” 1 Sam. xv. .22. “Nec in 
victimis, licet optimte sint, auroque pne- 
fulgeant, Deorum est honos, sed pia ac 
recto mentc venerantium.” Seneca de 


Benenciis, i. 6. That Arab. 
perenms fuit , is to be here rendered per¬ 
ennial, or everflowing, and not mighty, 
has been maintained by some interpre¬ 
ters ; but a comparison of the several 
passages in which it occurs, goes to show 

that it is rather to be referred to l 

valida, fait, multus fuit, and is to be 
rendered great or mighty. It thus better 
corresponds with , roll, to roll an, 
used in the former hemistich. LXX. is 


X€tu.dfl{n}ts dparois. Syr. 

Yulg. quasi torrens fortis , 



Arab. ^IjJ! Jjt*, 

•• *• 

dLLoj like a Wady that cannot be 
• » 

passed. The ideas of abundance and 
moral power are those conveyed by the 
prophet. I must differ from Prof. Lee, 
who (Heb. Lex. in voc. ijvn) renders, 

“ for judgment rolleth (away) as the 
waters (roll away), and righteousness 
(disappears) like the mighty torrent.” 
The verse as thus rendered ill suits the 
context, and is not in keeping with pa- 
rallel passages in which, after a repre¬ 
hension of hypocritical observances, the 
moral qualities of truth and righteous¬ 
ness are required. The construction put 
upon it by Theodoret, Kimchi, Munster, 
Veil, and Iiitzig, that the coming of the 
Divine judgments is intended, is, for the 
same reasons, to be rejected. 


25-27. These verses have not a little 
perplexed expositors, both ancient and 
modern. The first difficulty lies in what 
is said respecting the presentation of 
sacrifices. Greve, Dahl, and Maurer, take 
the 71 in to be the article, and 

not the particle of interrogation, and 
render, the sacrijices and offerings ye 
presented to me, etc., viz. those pres¬ 
cribed in the law: but now ye bear the 
shrine, etc. According to this mode 
of construction, the present idolatrous 
course of the Israelites is contrasted 
with their former obedience to the 
Divine will. In order, however, to 
justify this interpretation, the article 
must have been repeated before nn:w» 
which it is not. The insertion of the 
compensative Dagesh in the letter Zain 
cannot be pleaded in its favor, since 
there are several instances in which the 
interrogative n takes the form of the 
article, before words beginning with 
Sheva, as Gen. xvii. 17 ; "i, 

Ezek. xviii. 29 ; Joel iv. 4, etc. 


The ancient translators have all read in¬ 
terrogatively. LXX. <r<f>dyta Kal 
<5u<rfar TrpoffifvtyKaTf pot, k. t. A. ; Syr. 


^ _ O 


► ♦ ,o , r 



Yulg, Numquid hostias et sacri- 
ficia obtulistis mihi, etc Targ, TC-irt 

-Sic. T> r Tlit V3S-1SF1 Wfr* 

And so almost all the modems, some of 
whom suppose the force of the question 
to lie in 'b, to me, taken emphatically, 
“Was it to me,” etc. while others think 
that an absolute denial of the presenta¬ 
tion of sacrifices in the wilderness is im¬ 
plied in the words. In support of the 
latter opinion, it has been attempted to 
prove, that the Israelites could not have 
offered any sacrifices for want of eattle. 
Such a position, however, is contrary to 
the express declarations found in Exod. 
xii. 38, xvii. 3. xxxiv. 3 ; Lev. xvii. 1-9. 
Nura. vii. passim , xx. 4, 19. The life 
which they led in the desert was that of 
Nomades, so that there could have been 
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During forty years in the desert, O house of Israel ? 
26 And yet ye bare the shrine of your king, 


no lack of animals for sacrifice. The 
true construction of the passage is found¬ 
ed on the principle, that not unfrequently 
in Hebrew the interrogation implies, 
and calls for an emphatic affirmative, 
either expressed or understood; and is 
thus equivalent to a negative interroga¬ 
tion in our language, and indeed to jiVn 
in Hebrew. See 1 Sam. ii. 27, 28; Job 
xx. 4 ; Jer. xxxi. 20; Ezek. xx. 4. In 
the present case, as in these just cited, 
the persons addressed are supposed to 
admit the fact couched in the appeal; 
but the question is so put in order the 
more forcibly to introduce the adversative 
sentence which follows in the 26th verse. 
The connection of the two verses is this: 
u Did ye not present sacrifices and 
offerings to me in the wilderness forty 
years, O house of Israel ? Yes ; and yet 
ye bare the shrine,” etc. That the con¬ 
junction n is frequently to be rendered 
and yet, but yet, or the like, see Gen. 
xvii. 21; Judges xvi. 15 ; Ps. 1. 17 ; Is. 
liii. 7. "What is here charged upon the 
ancient Israelites was their indulging in 
idolatrous practices while they pro¬ 
fessedly attended to the ritual observ¬ 
ances of the Mosaic law — the very sin 
which Amos was commissioned to charge 
upon their descendants in his day, and on 
account of which they were to be carried 
into captivity. The opinion of Forsayeth 
(quoted by Newcome), Dahl, and others, 
that the sin reproved in ver. 26 was 
exclusively that of those who lived in the 
time of the prophet, is less admissible 
than that which refers to their ances¬ 
tors, yet so that the reproof was intended 
to be applied on their own case by those 
whom the prophet addressed. — The 26th 
verse has been veiy differently rendered, 
as well as variously interpreted. The 
translation of the LXX. is as follows : 
Kal 6.vtKd$frt <tht)v$)v rov 
Kcd rl> &<tt pov rov £hou 0/xatu ' Paityhv, 
tovs rinrovs ahrSiV, obs ^irod/trare iaurois', 
as if the Hebrew had read, rs orsuss 

f “ ^ v v < 

•tvo 2212 nto ‘rrVri ri 2 o 

I • ■* vi - *■ : l v 

s CSV cp*®? No vestige, 

t, ^ •« , m -. »« ■ ' 1 *» * * 

however, of any such order of the words 


is found in any Hebrew MS., or in any 
other monument of antiquity, except the 
speech of Stephen, as recorded by Luke, 
Acts vii. 43, which is an almost verbal 
quotation liom the LXX. Theod. ren¬ 
ders thus \ Kal fjpaTf t))v Upaffiy to 0 0a- 
<ri\ttos vpLwv, iLfxavpwaiv tibwKw vfj,wv, 
&<rrpoy rov vfxwv ; so that he must 

have read the words as they now stand 
in the Hebrew text. The same may be 
said of the Syr., Vulg., and Targ., though 
their renderings differ from each other in 
one or two minor particulars. The re¬ 
mark of Jerome on the discrepancies be¬ 
tween the Hebrew text and the ancient 
Greek versions deserves to be quoted 
here: “ Observandum est, apostolos et 
apostolicos viros in ponendis testimoniis 
de Veteri Testamento, non verba consid- 
erare Bed sensum, nec cadem sermonum 
calcare vestigia, dummodo a sententiis 
non recedant.” Comment, in loc. Most 

m 

interpreters follow the LXX. in giving 
fn30 by CKTjvif, a tent; deriving it, like 
r»3D, and ^c, of the same signification, 

from ^22, to intertwine , as branches, so as 
to form a booth or hut. Others, such as 
Jarchi, Calvin, Mercer, and Rosenmiillcr, 
take it to mean an image or idol, and 
render, Siccutk your king. They explain 
it by referring to the Chald. t*P2D, a 
•wooden poet, which they suppose formed 
the pedestal on whieh the idol stood, 
and so the word might be transferred to 
the idol itself. Ewald takes much the 
same view. The former derivation is 
alone admissible. The text appears to 
have had something of the texture, as it 
had the design of the annoys Upas , 
sacred tent, in the Carthaginian camp, 
mentioned by Diodorus Siculus, lib. xx. 
cap. 25, and described as consisting Ik 
K aXdftov Kal \6prov, of reeds and grass. 
Comp. Wilkinson’s Ancient Egypt, sec¬ 
ond series, vol. ii. pp. 270-275. Only, 
as it is certain Moses would not have 
tolerated anything of the kind if its size 
had been such as to bring it to his 
cognizance, it may be inferred, that it 
was only a small temple or shrine, which 
might easily be concealed in the interior 
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And Cbiun of your images, the star of your god, 
Which ye made for yourselves. 


of a tent. Such diminutive temples were 
in use among the Egyptians, from whom 
no doubt the Hebrews took the idea. 
Herodotus, describing an idol worshipped 
at Papremis, says, 8e &ya\pa ibi/ 
iv NHfii MIKPfti ^vfdv^p KarcwexpiKTw- 
fj. 4 v(p npof KKopl£ov<rt T17 irpoTtpalp is 

&\\o otKTifM ip6v , “The image, being in 
a small temple of gilt wood, they carry 
out on the previous day to another sacred 
habitation." Compare the vao\ apyvpoi, 
shrines, or small temples of Diana, 
mentioned Acts xix. 24. That any 
connection is to be traced between rise, 
Siccutk, and ni:a nix, Succoth-benoth, 

2 Kings xvii. 30, the tents in whieh the 
daughters of the Babylonians prostituted 
themselves in worship of Venus, does not 
appear, n22V>a. your king , thus Symm. 
Theodot. and Leo Juda, and most 
modems ; but the LXX. MoA&x, Syr. 

^ Malcam, Aq. MeA.xeju, Vulg. 


Moloch , exhibit the word as the proper 
name of the god of the Ammonites, t. e. 

'Tsis, also called Milcom , 1 Kings 

" • *. * 

xi. 5, and csVtt, Malcam , Zeph. i. 5; 
and this construction some modems have 
adopted ; but as tjsw, king, is also em¬ 
ployed by the Hebrews in application to 
idols, Is. xxxvii. 13, Zcph. i. 5, it is bet¬ 
ter to retain its usual signification. The 
Phmnicians gave the title of tV? 
king of the world , to the sun, and 
1—p “[V^=r“pV72, king of the city , to 
Hercules Comp. ZeC &va* Iliad, iii. 351, 
xvi. 233; and T fi '"vat, tJAj&c Trap’ pfiias 
hfeTTjr, Herod. I. 159. In Ethiopic 


, Amlak, the proper name 
for God, is derived from t*SfwY im. 


peravit , rexit , and is applied in the plural 
to idols. The learned are generally 
agreed, that the Moloch pf Scripture 
was the image of the planet Saturn, and 
thus identical with Chiun , mentioned 
by Amos in the following clause of the 
verse. The Phoenicians were in the 
habit of offering to him human sacrifices, 


especially children, to whieh horrible 
custom repeated reference is made in the 
historical books of the Old Testament. 
See Michaelis on the laws of Moses, Art. 
ecxlvii. Suppl. No. 1115 ; Selden de 
Diis Syris, cap. vi. ; Speneer de Lcgibus 
Hebnror. lib. ii. cap. 10 ; Gescnius, in 
his Thesaurus, sub voc .; Winer, Rcal- 
worter-buch. *|rO, Chiun of 

your images, i. e. represented by them; 
the model after which they were made. 
While the idol so called, which the 
Hebrews carried about in a sacred shrine, 
was itself a symbol or representative of 
one of the heavenly bodies, it was in its 
turn represented by a number of copies, 
or smaller images, which they used as 
penates or household gods in the practice 
of astrology. Such appears to me to 
be the meaning of the words. To this 
construction, however, C. B. Michaelis, 
Vitringa, Rosenmuller, Hessclberg, Ileng- 
stenberg, and others object, that it makes 
■p s 2 a proper name, w'hich, with the 
older grammarians, they allege cannot 
be put in regimen. But to this rule, it 
must be admitted, there are many excep¬ 
tions, as Hnnry, yitt-in Vsn, , 

ni-nss 2 'td, p-'n2s pin's 
0 * 1 "3 , ete. Nor can it justly be object- 
ed-that as ri 20 is an appellative, 11 s 3 
being parallel to it, must necessarily be 
the same. The necessity of the cose 
is not obvious. Both are mentioned as 
objects which the Hebrews carried about 
for idolatrous purposes, — the one, the 
portable temple of the idol ; the other 
the idol itself placed in this temple, of 
whieh numerous miniature resemblances 
were privately distributed throughout 
the camp. The LXX. unquestionably 
regarded the word as a proper name, 
whatever they may thereby have intend¬ 
ed to designate. And this view of the 
subject is confirmed by 22 is, a star , be¬ 
ing put in apposition with y,‘2, in order 
to explain it, an explanation which can¬ 
not apply, if by the latter term we un¬ 
derstand merely ihc^pcdcstal or stand on 
which the idol w’as placed. It is now 
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27 Therefore, I will carry you away captive beyond Damascus, 


almost a settled point, that by -.vs, Chinn , 
the planet Saturn is meant. If we except 




the Syr., which reads ^ojj, Kcvon, the 

earliest authorities which we have for 
this interpretation of the passage are the 


rabbins Abenezra and Kimchi; but their 
testimony as relating to a matter of 
fact is irrefragable, however slightingly 
Hengstenberg seems to treat it, Authen. 
des Pentat. p. 113. The former thus 
comments upon the passage: y,*3 nVisi 
Kin *5 die ns 

dVu iV '3 T3B Kirr>, “ And as for 
the term Chiun, it is known in the Ara¬ 
bic and Persic languages by the name 
Kivan, which is Saturn, to which they 
made an image.” And the latter, in 
nearly the same words : *rns 2213 Kin 

■}Ki's d-ei N-p3 ",si, 

“ It is the star Saturn, and thus he is 
called Kivan in the Arabic and Persic.” 


^yyjS j Keiwan, seems to have been 

adopted from the latter into the former 
of these languages, in the Lexicons of 
which, as a foreign word, it is explained 

by v v y the usual name for Saturn in 

Arabic. ^It occurs in the Persian work 
entitled Dabistan, the author of which, 
describing the temples which the ancient 
Persians dedicated to the planets says : 


Six*, that “ the image of Keiwan was 


of black atone.” Lee’s Hebrew Lex. in 
voc. rnis. He speaks, in fact, of the 

^ : shrine , and image, of 

the planet, just as Amos does of nso 
and According to the Zcndavcsta 

the seven planets are Tir, Behram, Ac- 
huraa, Anahid, Kewan, Gurtsher, and 
Dodidom Mushewer. Bundehesh. V. 
In the codex Nasaneus, containing the 
doctrines of the Sabasans, which was 
published by Norberg, we find a list of 
the demons which rule these planets, 

among whom 
fifth is Kivan, 


p, 54. 



the 


It is afterwards 


added in the same page : 





5 


^ru nSo ^r> lALoo-solo 

1 A n n l ,-Loo Al nS 



“ The demons of Kivan in¬ 


ject lamentation, weeping and mourning 
into the hearts of men, and rob them of 
happiness.” And we farther read, p. 212, 





“To Kivan is 


attributed malice, because from it come 
diminution and want.” Ascribing the 
same evil influence to Saturn, the Arabs 
likewise give to it the name of 




the great disaster; and the idea 


frequently occurs in the Latin classics. 
See Lucan i. 650 ; Juven. vi. 569 ; Ma- 
crob. Saturn, i. 19. If the Hebrew ^i*d 
be pointed p*: , the exact pronuncia¬ 
tion of the name of the planet in the other 
Oriental dialects will be brought out, and 
thus the evidence of identity be complete. 
With respect to ' Poi <pa,v, the rendering 
of the LXX., or' Petfuu', as it is to be spelt, 
on the authority of the best MSS., Acts 
vii. 43, there is every reason to believe 
that they mistook 2 for i, as they have 
done in other instances ; and so have 
given Rephan , instead of Kephan . That 
PH4*AN should occur in the Arabico- 
Coptic tabic of the planets exhibited by 
Kireher in his Ling. ./Egypt. Restit. p. 49, 
by no means proves that this was the 
ancient Egyptian name of Saturn ; for 
as that table is of no great antiquity, and 
as the other names are chiefly derived 
from the Greek, we may reasonably in¬ 
fer that the one in question was copied 
from the Coptic version of this very pas¬ 
sage of the LXX. At oil events, no 
such name of a deity has yet been found 
in the Egyptian pantheon, ns “3, the 
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Saitli Jehovah : God of hosts is his name. 


star , is expletive of ■p’o. in so far as it in¬ 
forms us that the figure of the idol was 
that of a star, and thus proves the idola¬ 
trous worship to have been the Sabtcan, 
with which the Hebrews became ac¬ 
quainted during their stay in the. Ara¬ 
bian desert. 

27. Instead of risVru, LXX. 

AreKaw A apatTKovy u beyond Damas¬ 
cus," with which all the other authori¬ 
ties agree, Stephen has ^Wirciva Baj9u- 
\wvos, " beyond Babylon Acts vii. 43, 
obviously by way of interpretation. nsVn 
naturally suggests the idea of remote - 
ness, though it is sometimes used in re¬ 
ference to what is at no great distance. 


Root Arab. yJLp, recess it, Syr. 

ns. m \in ^ removit, elongavit. The n 

added is poragogic. "While what Amos 
states is included in the statement made 
by the proto-martyr, the latter embraces 
what was known from fact to be the ful¬ 
filment of the prophecy : the Israelites 
having been carried, not merely beyond 
Damascus, but beyond Babylon, into the 
country of the Medes. The chapter 
closes with a vindication of the supre¬ 
macy of Jehovah above all the objects of 
Sabccan worship : vc® rvit5252 ■'Tn'it*, 
God of Sabaoth is his name ! 


» 


CHAPTER VI. 

This chapter embraces the character and punishment of the whole Hebrew nation. The 
inhabitants of the two capitals are directly addressed in the language of denunciation, and 
charged to take warning from the fate of other nations, 1, 2. Their carnal security, in¬ 
justice, self indulgence, sensuality, and total disregard of the divine threatenings, are next 
described, 3-G; after which the prophet announces the captivity, and the calamitous cir¬ 
cumstances connected with the siege of Samaria, by which it was to be preceded, 7-11. lie 
then exposes the absurdity of their conduct, and threatens them with the irruption of an 
enemy, that should pervade the whole country, 12-14. 


1 Woto them that are at ease in Zion, 

And to them that are secure in the mountain of Samaria; 
The distinguished men of the first nations, 


1. Though chiefly directed against the 
northern of the two kingdoms, the 
language of this prophecy is so con¬ 
structed as to apply to both : and in the 
present verse express mention is made 
of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, who 
resembled those of Samaria in careless¬ 
ness and carnal security. ■jjs.v and nt :3 

are similarly connected and applied. Is. 
xxx. 0, 11 ; so that the rendering of the 
LXX. to?s i£ou&tvov<n adopted by 

21 


Dathe, cannot be justified. For the 
primary meaning of compare the 

cognate in Niphal, to lean, lean up¬ 
on, trust, l^he reduplicate Nun expresses 
intensity. has here the acceptation 

of the Arab. . . i o' V rerum gentis ad- 

m. ■* 

ministrator, princeps gentis : from o j . 

4 

perfodit, creatus est; creatus fuit dux. 

Whence also ioliu, prefcctura. The 

• / 

Hebrew phrase 2 3 3 2£3» to be marked, 
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To whom the house of Israel come ! 

2 Pass over to Calneh, and sec ; 

And go thence to Hamath the great; 

Go down also to Gath of the Philistines: 

Were they better than these kingdoms? 

Were their boundaries more ample than yours ? 

3 Wo to them that put off the day of evil, 


distinguished by name, is always used in 
reference to persons who had been chosen 
or designated for some special service. 
Num. i. 17 ; 1 Chron. xii. 31, xvi. 41 ; 
2 Chron. xxviii. 15, xxxi. 19. The term 
is here employed for the purpose of speci¬ 
fying more particularly the leading men 
in the two kingdoms, whose profligacy 
and irrcligion preeminently aggravated 
the national guilt. By D'rian rv'dsn we 
are not, with Newcome, to understand 
“ the chief of the idolatrous nations,” and 
that the persons spoken of were called 
after them, but the Ilebrcw nation, which 
is so called because it was the principal, or 
most distinguished of all the nations of 
the earth ; having been constituted the 
peculiar people of God, and possessing 
laws and privileges unknown to any 
other. It might well be said to occupy 
the/rs£ rank. Comp. pVicy Dy* 

Num. xxiv. 20, where the reference is to 
the distinguished place which the Amale- 
kites held among the nations of Canaan. 
CnV is to be construed with C'zps, and 

»i Y m I m - W 

• T m 9 \ » 

not with c;il, or with “ ( vis and yi-iis"?. 

The people of Israel were in the habit of 
going up to their princes and leaders for 
the decision of differences, etc. They 
exerted an influence over the entire 
people. Both the LXX. and the Syr. 
are greatly at fault in the translation of 
this verse. 

2. Throe heathen cities are here 
selected as specimens of the greatness 
and prosperity of the nations to- which 
they belonged, and the Israelites are 
challenged to institute a comparison of 
the circumstances of these nations and 
the extent of their territory, with those 
of their own, as also, to reflect on the 
present prostrate condition of the cities 
mentioned, in order that they might 
become sensible of the superiority with 


which Jehovah had distinguished them, 
and the greater punishment to which they 
had exposed themselves by their ungrate¬ 
ful returns. For r.3^2, Calneh , and r^fi, 

>• . - ' -t . W 

• * 1 . 

Hamath, see on Is. x. 9. Ilitzig at¬ 
tempts to prove that by the latter name, 
Ecbatana or JIamcdan is meant; 

i * — 

but there is no reason to believe that the 
Hebrews had any knowledge of this city 
in the days of Amos. It is here called 
nsn, great , not to distinguish it from 
other cities of the same name, but to ex¬ 
press its size and magnificence. Comp, 
nnn ■p’px, Sidon the great , Josh. xi. 8. 

Gath, was the chief city of one of the 
five satrapies of the Philistines, with 
whose name it is here associated, to 
distinguish it from Gath-Hephcr, and 
Gath-Ilimmon. It had more than once 
been reduced before the time of Amos, 
and disappeared at an early period from 
the annals of geography. No trace of it 
has been discovered by any modem trav¬ 
eller. The n in faniin has been regarded 

s 

as the Article by the LXX., Syr., and 
Vulg. translators, and is thus found in 
twelve of Dc Rossi's MSS.; but the more 
natural construction is that of the Targ. 
and most modem versions, which makes 
it interrogative. Before the of com¬ 
parison is an ellipsis of r,:n ; and 
r. 4 iV>35S" , rVsr: , these kingdoms , must 

be understood as designating those of Is¬ 
rael and Judah, with which the prophet 
had immediately to do, and to which he 
thus emphatically points. In this way 
only can an appropriate reference be 
found for the distinctive affixes in tV 
and 

■ ■ w ■ 

» ■ m 

3, Supply wo to, from ver. 1. 

, the Targ. not inappropriately 
explains by y £ n-x, remove to a distance. 
The root is , which in the other dia- 

t * 9 
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And bring near the seat of oppression ; 

4 That lie upon beds of ivor} r , 

And are stretched upon their couches ; 

That eat lambs from the flock, 

And calves from the midst of the stall; 

5 That strike up songs to the sound of the lyre; 

Like David they invent for themselves instruments of music; 

6 That drink in bowls of wine, 

And anoint with the first of oils; 

But are not grieved for the destruction of Joseph! 


lects signifies to separate , remove as an 
object ot disgust. Aq. ol a.TroK£x ti, P ta 'f i *~ 
voi, Symm. a<pu}pt<rp.('voi. The persons 
addressed could not bear the idea that 
the period of threatened punishment was 
impending; they endeavored as much 
as possible to keep it out of view. Comp. 
Ezck. xii. 21-28. In striking antithesis 
to this, they are represented in the fol¬ 
lowing hemistich, as acting in such a 
manner as speedily to bring it upon 
them. 

“ Sed quam emeus inest vitiis amor ? 
omne futurum 

Despicitur, suadentque brevem presentia 
- fructum ; 

Et ruit in vetitum damni secura libido, 
Dum mora supplied lucro, 6erumquc 
quod instat 
Crcditur.” 

Claud. Eutrop. lib. ii. 

I cannot agree with Jerome, Grotius, 
Newcome, Justi, and some others, in 
referring c^n riir, the seat or throne of 
oppression, to the rule of the king of 
Assyria: it is more natural to regard 
the prophet as describing the wickedness 
of the people themselves in yielding 
support to a system of flagrant injustice 
and oppression, on the part of their own 
rulers and judges. Thus most expositors. 

occurs nowhere else in the sense of 
throne ; but nr;^, of which it is properly 
the infinitive, is used in application both 
to kings and judges, as is also the par¬ 
ticiple ss-K The term is synonymous 
with sod, which is also used both of the 
throne and the bench, ri-an is here 
taken by most interpreters to have the 
same signification as in Kal, to approach ; 


but as in every other instance in which 
the verb is used in Iliphil it vindicates 
to itself the causative acceptation, and 
in the present case is obviously intended 
to form a contrast to which con¬ 

veys the idea of removing to a distance , I 
must retain the rendering of our common 
version. Thus Hitzig and Ewald. The 
meaning is, that instead of putting away 
from them all illegal and oppressive 
judgment, they encouraged those who 
were guilty of them, by assisting in car¬ 
rying them into execution. 

4. For beds of ivory, see on 

chap. iii. 15 ; and comp. Iccti cburnci of 
Horace, and Iccti eborati of Plautus. 



libere 


dismisit, to be thrown negligently along, 
is descriptive of the self-indulgent mode 
in which the Orientals recline upon their 
sofas or couches, being stretched upon 
them at full length. The whole verse 
sets forth in well chosen expressions the 
luxurious habits of the opulent. LXX. 

KaTajamardKwvrts. 

5, 6. is a &wa£ Acy., and has been 
thought by Gesenius, Hitzig, and Ewald, 
to have been selected on purpose, instead 
of “i'ST, to sing , in order to express the 
contempt in which the music deserved 
to be held. Such interpretation, how¬ 
ever, does not appear to be philologieally 
sustained, and ill suits the corresponding 
hemistich. According to the LXX. 
tiriKpaTovvTfs, presiding over, or at, the 
verb is synonymous with n:;:, in Piel, to 
superintend, lead in music , lienee 
the chief musician. Comp, the 

Arab. pr&vertit, prcecessit. The 
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7 Therefore now .they shall go captive at the head of the captives, 
And the shouting company of those that recline shall depart. 

8 The Lord Jehovah hath sworn by himself, 

Thus saith Jehovah, God of hosts, 

I abhor the splendor of Jacob, 

And I hate his palaces : 

Therefore will I deliver up the city, and all that is in it. 

9 It shall be, that if ten men should be left in one house, 


persons reprobated were so passionately 
ibml of song, that they could not be 
content to listen to the performances of 
professed musicians, but took the lead in 
hhiking up songs to the sound of the 
lyre. The reference tc^ David, who w’as 
the sweet singer of Israel, and of whose 
musical instruments express mention is 
made Nch. xii 36, is manifestly iron¬ 
ical ; implying that, while that monarch 
devoted his musical talent to the glory 
of God, the dissipated grandees of Israel 
consulted only their perso lal gratification, 
and that of those who joined their giddy 
circle E*p-iT>a, w'ere properly basins, or 
bowls , of a larger size, used for sacrificial 
purposes, Exod. xxxviii. 3 ; Num. vii. 
13, ID. The persons referred to, indulged 
to such excess, that ordinary cups were 
unsuited to their compotations. They 
likewise anointed themselves w r ith the 
most precious oils, and evinced a total 
apathy in regard to the calamities to 
W’hich their people had already been 
suhject, or the still more serious evils 
which threatened them. For the mean¬ 
ing of -e->, Joseph , see on chap. v. 6. 

7. Arab. vox,iheshout 

or cry , in which the merrymakers in¬ 
dulged over their cups. The persons giv¬ 
ing the shout seem to be intended, and, as 
the term is also used in reference to a 
cry of lamentation, Jer. xvi. 5, it may 
he implied that their joy would be turned 
into sorrow. They are spoken of col¬ 
lectively. Symm. eruipfla TpvtbTjTutv. 
Those who had taken the lead in revelry 
and all m.anner of w'ickedncss, w'erc to 
be first in the procession of captives. In 
such a position, their disgrace would be 
more conspicuous. 


8. The double form of asseveration 
here employed is unusual, and is strongly 
emphatic. 3 SP> 3 , the Piel participle of 
3KP, a root of the same signification with 
ayp. Compare for a similar interchange 
of these letters Veo and V y: , ski and 

' T “ t if 

Though the phrase apy* ys*, the 
excellency of Jacob , cannot be otherwise 

understood than of God himself, as the 
only legitimate object of glorying on the 
part of his people, chap. viii. 7, yet, in 
the present instance, it is to he taken in 
application to the country and peculiar 
privileges of the Hebrews. It was once 
a country piously celebrated in song as 
the excellency of Jacob, Ps. xlvii. 5, and 
the peculiar object of divine regard; but 
now defiled by the w'ickedncss of its in^ 
habitants, it had become the object of 
his abhorrence. By -py, the city , Amos 
had most probably Samaria in his eye. 
Hitzig attaches to -p-acn, the significa¬ 
tion of Kal, to besiege , shut up, but the 
usual Iliphil signification better agrees 
w-ith the following connection. sVtt, 

m 

fulness , conveys the idea of multitude, 
or great abundance, and comprehends 
here both the numerous inhabitants 
themselves, and the w r calth and means 
of gratification in which they abounded. 
Comp. Ps. xxiv. 1. For the accomplish¬ 
ment of the prediction, sec 2 Kings xvii. 
5, 6. 

9, 10. The scene is not necessarily 
laid in the city ; it might also have been 
realized in any of the towns or villages 
in the country that had been depopu¬ 
lated by the Assyrians. It depict*, in 
the most affecting manner, the deplorable 
condition of the few that had escaped 
the enemy, and had now been attacked 
by the plague — a usual attendant on 
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They also shall die. 

10 And one’s relative, even he that burneth him shall take him up, 
To remove his bones out ot the house; 

And shall say to him that is in the innermost part of the house, 
Is there yet any with thee; 

And he shall say, None! 

Then shall he say, Hush! 

For we must not mention the name of Jeliovah. 

11 For behold! Jehovah hath commanded, 

And he will smite the great house with breaches, 

Aiid the small house with fissures. 


war in the East. The prophet declares, 
that if as many as ten had been lcit in 
one house, which might be regarded as 
a rare instance, they should die, one 
after another, of this fatal disease. Tin 
is not here to be taken in the special 
sense of unclc t but denotes any near 
relative on whom it devolved to attend 
to the funeral rites. Targ. przrnjs. Vulg. 
propinquus. In the present case, such 
would be the paucity of hands, that he 
would have to perform the whole him¬ 
self. The copulative t, prefixed to 
is epexegetieal, and is to be rendered 
even , as in Zech. ix. 9. Instead of rpc's, 
many both of Kennieott’s and De Rossi’s 
MSS. read correctly "n/tw. But comp. 

7 7 ' 

the Syr. Some have attempted 

to prove from this, and some other pas¬ 
sages, that it was the practice of the 
Hebrews to bum their dead. But what 
is said 2 Chron. xvi. 14, xxi. 19 ; Jer. 
xxxiv. 5, obviously refers to the burning 
of spices, and not of dead bodies. 1 Sam. 
xxxi. 12, and our present text, exhibit 
special cases. In the former of these, 
the object was so to dispose of the 
corpses that it might not be in the 
power of the Philistines further to dis¬ 
honor them; while in the latter, it was 
either, as Grotius supposes, to prevent 
contagion, or to dispose of the body in 
tbe only way of which the circumstances 
of the time would allow. That by y, 

not mere bones are meant, nor bodies so 
emaciated as to be nothing but skin and. 
bone, which is Winer’s opinion, but dead 
bodie9, seems established beyond all 


doubt by a reference to Gen. 1. 25 ; 
Exod. xiii. 19 ; 2 Kings xiii. 21 ; Jer. 
viii. 1,2. n‘ 2 - •'rsn's, is well rendered 

M w ■ 

in the Vulg. in penetralibus domus. See 
on Is. xiv. 13. Having burnt and re¬ 
moved one body oftcr another, the rela¬ 
tive, discovering a patient in one of the 
innermost rooms or corners of the house, 
inquires whether he is the only survivor? 
and on receiving for answer that he is, 
he suddenly enjoins silence upon him. 
There is some difficulty in dertermining 
what occasioned this injunction, and 
for what reason the Divine name was 
not to be mentioned. Most probably 
the patient had begun to give vent to 
his feelings in expressions of praise to 
Jehovah, for sparing his life in the midst 
of such prevailing mortality ; when the 
other, from some superstitious notion, or 
from the supposed incongruity of prais¬ 
ing God in such circumstance#, inter¬ 
rupted his pious effusions, c ‘i~z *“*27 n, 

means to mention, or record with appro¬ 
bation, as an object of trust. Comp. 
Josh, xxiii. 7 ; Ps. xx. 8. The phrase 
cannot, therefore, be construed into the 
language of despair—as if the person 
who gave utterance to the words be¬ 
sought God to take him away likewise, 
and thus terminate the melancholy scene. 

W 

Nor. for the same reason, can it imply, 
as Michaelis interprets, that he hud 
confirmed what he had stated with an 
oqlh. 

11. Grotius, Dahl, Justi, and EwaUl, 
adopt the interpretation of the Targ., 
Jerome, and Cyril, that hv the “ qrvat 
house " is meant the kingdom ol‘ 1 m ad. 
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12 Shall horses run upon a rock ? 

Will one plough there with oxen? 

Yet we have converted justice into poison, 

And the fruit of righteousness into wormwood. 

13 Ye that rejoice in a thing of nought, 

That say, 

Have we not by our own strength, 

Taken to ourselves horns ? 

14 But behold ! I will raise up against you, 0 house of Israel! 
A nation, saith Jehovah, God of hosts; 

And they shall oppress you, 

From the entrance of Ilamath, 

To the river of the desert. 


and by the ‘‘small house” that of Judah; 

and comp. chap. ix. 8, 9, where the 

same participial form nn Stt is employed 

■ • 

as here before another verb. 

■ i 

■ 

mean atoms, or the minute parts to which 
the materials of a building are reduced, 
when it is utterly destroyed. The word 
otherwise signifies the small drops of any 
liquid that is sprinkled, and is derived 
from aan , to sprinkle. e* 5 "pa, are fis¬ 
sures, or rents in an edifice, which threat¬ 
en its fall. There was to be a mark ad dif¬ 
ference in the treatment of the two king¬ 
doms ; the one was to be utterly de¬ 
stroyed, while the other, though greatly 
injured, was still to stand. Rosenmiillcr, 
however, regards the interpretation as 
“ arguta magis, quam vera." Calvin, 
"Vatablus, Marckius, Cocceius, Lowth, 
Michtcfis, and Maurer, likewise take the 
words literally, as applying to the houses 
both of the rich and the poor. The 
destruction, more or less, was to be uni¬ 
versal. 

44 Regum turves ac pauperum tabemns.” 

Horace. 

This construction of the verse is con¬ 
firmed by a comparison with chap. iii. 
15. 

12. The folly of expecting real pros¬ 
perity while committing acts of injustice, 
is forcibly represented hy comparing it 
to the absurdity of attempting to run 
homes upon a rock, or to plough it with 


oxen. To add to the strength of the 
representation, it is put in the interroga¬ 
tive form. cinrP is to be taken im¬ 
personally. 

13. The participles, with the rr demon¬ 

strative, ore again employed as in verses 
3, 4, 5, 6. 121 sV, non-re , what is so 

7 VI 

perishable and evaneseent, that it may 
well be said to have no existence. Horns 
are the symlxil of power and dominion. 

14. Few instances will be found in 
Hebrew, in which the object of a verb 
is so far removed from it as ■'■'nhere is 
from c'p.W- Some have referred Vru 

the river of the Desert , to the 
Rhinocorura, otherwise called the river of 
Egypt; and others to “ the brook of the 
willows," c*3ny.n . or the Wady el- 
Ahsa , which flows into the Dead Sea, 
near Zoar ; but it is obvious from 2 
Kings xiv. 25, in w'hich the limits here 
specified are described as constituting 
those of the kingdom of the ten tribes, 
that it must mean the brook Kidron, 
which falls into the Dead Sea to the 
south of Jericho. One of the names given 
to this sea is ranyn C*', the Sea of the 
Desert : nanvrr, the desert , forming 


what is now commonly called 



> 


El-Ghor, or the low sterile region in 
which the valley of the Jordan ter¬ 
minates, and which extends as far as the 
Elanitic Gulf. 
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CHAPTER VII.—.VIII. 3. 


This portion of the book contains four symbolical visions respecting successive judgments 
that were to be inflicted on the kingdom of Israel. They were delivered ut Bethel, and 
in all probability at the commencement of the prophet’s ministry. Each of them, as they 
follow in the series, is more severe than the preceding. The first presented to the mental 
eye of the prophet a swarm of young locusts, which threatened to cut off all hope of the 
harvest, 1-3; the sccoud, a fire, winch effected an universal conflagration, 4-C; the third, 
a plumb-line, ready to be applied to mark out the edifices that were to be destroyed, 7-9; 
aod the fourth, n basket of ripe fruit, denoliug (lie near and certain destruction of the 
kingdom, viii. 1-3. The intervening eight verses, which conclude the seventh chapter, 
contain an account of the interruption of Amos by Amaziali, the priest of Bethel, whose 
punishment is specially predicted. In point of style, this portion differs from that of the 
rest of the book, being almost exclusively historical and dialogistic. 


1 Thus the Lord Jehovah showed me, and, behold, he formed 
locusts at the beginning of the shooting up of the latter grass : 
and, behold, it was the latter grass after the king’s mowings. 

2 And it came to pass, when they had entirely devoured the 
grass of the land, I said : 


1. All the four visions are introduced 
in nearly the same language : •'ssin nz 
nsn t -‘i rr •:ns. The repetition of r.* r, 

behold, is peculiar to this verse. In the 
latter of the two instances, it is emplovecl 
for the sake of emphasis, instead of the 
substantive verb, »r*i, a name of the lo¬ 
cust, occurring only here, and Nah. iii. 17, 
and synonymous with zb, Is. xxxiii. 4, 

Comp, the Arab. i,_< 1.and 

(Gy • * 

locusta, from lA3*, egress us fuit, in 

reference to its coming forth out of the 
egg, which had been deposited in the 
earth to be hatched. The term is, there¬ 
fore, strictly descriptive of the locust in 
its caterpillar state, and thus agrees with 
the use of the verb to form, which 

is here used. Prof. Lee derives it from 

secuit. Credner on Joel, pp. 

299-302, elaborately attempts to set 
aside the above derivation of Boehart, 
yet allows that the word denotes the 
insect in the first stage of its existence. 
The plural termination s—, is found in 
several masculine nouns, as *nn, 


'Svzn , etc.; but the anomaly has not yet 

■ 

been satisfactorily accounted for. See, 
however, Gesen. Lehrgeb. p. 523. Lee’s 

Ileb. Gram. Art. 139, 4, 2d edit. rpV, 

* ■ 

an after-math, or second crop, Avhich 
comes up immediately after the mowing 
of grass. ££V, cognate with Arab. 

Jail, legit, collegit, signifies in Picl to 
gather the late fruit . Comp, the Syr. 

j-A nV j serotinus, and ripVtt, the latter 

A 

rain . The phrase may either 

mean the mowings of ll\e grass which 
grew on the royal domains, or the first 
mowings of that belonging to the people, 
to which the king tyrannically laid 
claim. Considering the character of the 
times, there ean be little doubt that the 
latter are meant. 

2. That the locusts here referred to 
are not intended to represent a literal 
6\varm of these insects, but are to be 
taken figuratively, as denoting a hostile 
army, just as the fire in the second 
vision is to be regarded as symlxilieal of 
war, may be inferred from the figurative 
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O Lord Jehovah ! forgive, I beseech thee I 
Who is Jacob, that he should stand ? 

For he is small. 

3 Jehovah repented of this : 

It shall not be, saith Jehovah. 

4 Thus the Lord Jehovah showed me, and, behold, the Lord 
Jehovah called to contend by fire ; and it consumed the great 
abyss, and devoured the portion. 

5 Then I said : 

O Lord Jehovah ! desist, I beseech thee! 

Who is Jacob, that he should stand? 

For he is small. 

6 Jehovah repented of this : 

It also shall not be, saith the Lord Jehovah. 

* 9 

7 Thus he showed me, and behold the Lord stood upon a per- 


character of the two visions, ver. 7, and 
chap. viii. 1. Most probably the army 
of Pul, king of Assyria, is meant. The 
Israelites had been greatly reduced by 
repeated invasions on the part of the 
Syrian kings, and were on the point of 
being attacked by the Assyrians, but 
purchased their retreat with the sum of 
one thousand talents of silver. See 2 
Kings xv. 19, 20. 2 pyy c ^ 'E, con¬ 
cisely for e?p- "S "a, who is Jacob, 
that he should stand t meaning, how can 
he possibly sustain the threatened attack, 
reduced and weak as he is in resources. 

signifies to stand fast , continue , 
endure , as w T ell as to rise. One of De 
Rossi’s MSS., and another originally, 
read and another c*p^ . and thus 

the LXX. Syr. Symm. and Vulg.; but 
less appropriately in such context. 

3. Dna, Pick renders, gave consolation, 
which is not so suitable here as the 
signification, to repent Such repentance 
is to be understood &f<nrpeirws, appear¬ 
ing, as Veil observes, “ in effect u, citra 
mutationem in effectu.” Comp. 1 Sam. 
xv. 11 ; Jer. xlii. 10. Targ. rrs 

the Lord turned away his wrath. 
jikt! the feminine pronoun, stands for the 
neuter of other languages. 

4. t*">p corresponds in form to 

ver. 1. t an abbreviated form of the 
Hip^U infinitive, 2 'nnV. Comp. Is. iii. 


13. The verb signifies to contend judici¬ 
ally, to treat according to one’s deserts, 
to punish. By the fire here spoken of wc 
are not to understand a gieat heat which 
produced a drought in the land, but war, 
of which it is an appropriate symboL 
See Is urn. xxi. 28; Judges ix. 15, 20; 
Is. lxvi. 16. To express the extent of 
the threatened calamity, the fire, by a 
bold figure, is represented as drying up 
the ocean (n 2 n oinnj, and consuming 
whatever was found on the dry land. 
This acceptation of pVn, a division, por¬ 
tion, or allotment of land, the antithesis 
requires; still, however, the term is chosen 
with special application to the land of 
Canaan, which was divided to the chil¬ 
dren of Israel as their portion. The de¬ 
finite form of the noun pVnn~pti, indi- 

cates as much. The invasion of the land 
of Israel by Tiglath-Pileser, and the first 
captivity of that people seem to be the 
subjects of the vision. See 2 Kings xv. 
29 ; 1 Chron. v. 26. That in the former 
vision, the calamity had not been in¬ 
flicted, the use of the verb nVo, forgive, 
intimates. In this, it had in part, as 
the use of Vnn, desist, obviously im¬ 
plies. 

5, 6. In these verses, as in vers. 2 and 
3, we have a beautiful instance of the in¬ 
fluence of prayer in averting or mitigat¬ 
ing the judgments of God. 
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8 pendicular wall; and in his hand was a plumb-line. And 
Jehovah said to me, What secst thou, Amos? And I said, A 
plumb-line. And the Lord saith : 

Behold, I will set a plumb-line 
In the midst of my people Israel; 

I will pass by them no more. 

9 The high-places of Isaac shall be desolated, 

And the sanctuaries of Israel laid waste; 

And I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the 
sword. 

10 Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to Jeroboam, the 


7, 8. This vision, and that described 
chap. viii. 1-3, differ from the two 
preceding, in the distinct and express 
application of the symbols to the punish¬ 
ment of the Israelites. The Divine 
patience is exhausted. Jehovah takes 
active measures for executing his threat- 
enings, and at last inflicts the exter¬ 
minating judgment on a people ripe for 
destruction. The prophet, in consequence, 
intercedes no more, * 3 $ rttin, a per- 
pendicular wall , lit. a wall of the plum¬ 
met, so called from the plumb-line being 
applied in order to secure its perpen¬ 
dicularity. Tps. which occurs only in 
these verses, properly signifies lead or 

tin. Arab. jot, Syr. j^j], plumbum. 

Aq. ydvQHris, stannatura. The line and 
plummet were used not only when houses 
were building, but also when they were 
to be destroyed. See 2 Kings xxi. 13 ; 
Is. xxviii. 17, xxxiv. 11; Lam. ii 8. The 
LXX. and Syrnm. Itbdfiayra, which the 
Syr. also exhibits. In the explanation 
of the vision, it is expressly stated, that 
the plummet was to be applied to the 
people of Israel in order to mark them 
out for destruction ; and its being placed 
in the midst of thfcm denoted, that this 
destruction was not to be confined to 
a part only of the kingdom, as it had 
been in the case of Tiglath-Pileser’s in¬ 
vasion, but that it should reach the very 
centre. This took place when Shal¬ 
maneser, the successor of that king, after 
a siege of three years, took Samaria, put 
an end to the kingdom of the ten tribes, 
and carried them away captive into 

22 


Assyria, 2 Kings xvii. 3, 5, 6, 23. * 05 , 
to pass , pass on or away, means, in ap¬ 
plication to sin, to pass it by, to forgive, 
not to punish it. Prov. xix. 11; Micah 
vii. 18. See on this latter passage. 

9. A definite prediction of the destruc¬ 
tion which was to overtake the places of 
idolatrous worship, and the royal house 
by which that worship hod been estab¬ 
lished and supported. These are spe¬ 
cially mentioned, because to them, as the 
procuring causes, the destruction was to 
be traced. For the meaning of r 

high places , see on Is. Lxv. 7. 
the parallel term, denotes the temples, or 
structures, consecrated to the worship of 
idols. Comp, ver. 13. in¬ 

stead ofpns^, is not peculiar to our 
prophet; the same orthography is found 
Ps. cv. 9 ; Jer. xxxiii. 26. There is no 
reason whatever to suppose that the word 
was purposely so written, or that it was 
intended to be taken otherwise than as 
a proper name ; yet the LXX. have 
j9 aty.ol tov yJhbrros | and so the Syr. 
Michaelis finds a paronomasia in it ; 
Dahl, an instance of irony ; and even 
Calvin thinks that the name was used 
by Amos uwn T It is here, and vcr. 
16, parallel with Vnh'b*', and denotes the 
ten tribes. 

10, 11. Verses 3 0-17 contain an in¬ 

teresting historical episode. As there 
was doubtless a number of priests who 
conducted the idolatrous services at 
Bethel, •jrtb must here be understood 
hot' of the chief or high priest, 

attached to the royal temple. In the 
spirit which has characterized a false 
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king of Israel, saying: Amos hath formed a conspiracy against 
thee, in the midst of the house of Israel: the land cannot con* 

11 tain all his words. For thus hath Ainos said : 

Jeroboam shall die by the sword; 

And Israel shall surely be led away captive from his land. 

12 And Amaziah said to Amos: Seer! Go, flee to the land of 

13 Judah, and eat there bread, and prophesy there. But pro- 

14 phesy no more at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and a 
royal residence. And Amos answered and said to Amaziah : 
I am no prophet; neither am I the son of a prophet; but I am 
an herdsman, and a cultivator of sycamores. And Jehovah 


priesthood in every age, Amaziah brings 
against the prophet the groundless charge 
of treason. Thut V-nV is to be rendered 

. V “ 

contain , and refers to number and not 
to atrocity, appears from Vis, o.U, being 
employed before the following noun. 
Com. for this signification of the verb in 
lliphil, 1 Kings vii. 26, 37 ; Ezek. xxiii. 
32. In the Syr. in which a verb signify¬ 
ing to endure is used, ->b is omitted, as 
not suiting the Oriental idiom. 

12, 13. It docs not appear that the 
king took any notice of the message that 
was sent him, so that Amaziah was left 
to try what the interposition of his own 
authority would effect. He addressed 
the prophet by the title r;T n, seer , most 
probably with contemptuous reference to 
his visions; though it was adopted in the 
later Hebrew, as equivalent to , and 
corresponds in signification to ns'-i, which 
was anciently used, 1 Sam. ix.' 9. Not 
imagining that Amos could be actuated 
by any higher principle than that of 
selfishness, which reigned in his own 
heart, the priest advised him to consult 
his safety by fleeing across the frontier 
into the kingdom of Judah, where he 
might obtain his livelihood by the unre¬ 
strained exercise of his prophetical gifts. 
The words -jV-rna "jb , though pleonas¬ 
tic are emphatic. At all events, he could 
not be permitted any longer to prophesy 
in the city of Bethel, which was dis¬ 
tinguished not only as the principal 
Beat of the king’s religion, but also as be¬ 
ing one of his royal residences. Though 
the ordinary residence of the Israel - 
itish monaichs was at Samaria, yet as 


they went at certain stated seasons to 
Bethel to "worship the golden calf, they 
had had a palace built there for their ac¬ 
commodation. 

14. Amos modestly but firmly repels 
the charge of selfishness, by declaring, 
that he was not a prophet by profession ; 
that he had not been educated with a 
view to such profession ; that he was a 
person of rustic habits : and that his 
Divine mission was altogether of an 
extraordinary character. -fZ, the eon, 
i. e. pupil or disciple of a prophet. In 
all probability some of the schools of the 
prophets, of which we read in the first 
book of Samuel, were still in existence, 
in winch young men were educated, who 
devoted themselves to the service of the 
theocracy in the capacity of public in¬ 
structors, and to these or to more pri¬ 
vate studies, under the guidance of some 
prophet, Amos may be supposed to 
refer, ^pna, strictly taken, means an 
ox-herd; but as tpa came, in a larger 
acceptation, to denote cattle in general, 
it might signify a keeper of any kind of 
cattle. There is, therefore no occasion, 
with some, to suppose that the word was 
originally “ip*,:, as in chap. i. 1. tVia 

occurs nowhere else in the Hebrew Scrip¬ 


tures ; but the Arab. 
white fig x and the Eth. 


signifies a 

H A ft \ ^ 


the fig-tree and its fruit. As, however, 
the participial form of the word is that 
which denotes agency, it must mean one 
who is occupied with, or cultivates figs. 
The particular mode in "which the an- 
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15 took me from following the flock ; and Jehovah said to me: 

16 Go, prophesy to my people Israel. And now, hear the word 
of Jehovah. Thou sayest, Prophesy not against Israel; and, 

17 Prop nothing against the house of Isaac. Therefore thus 
saith Jehovah: 

Thy wife shall commit lewdness in the city, 

And thy sons and thy daughters shall fall by the sword; 
Thy land, also, shall be divided by line, 

And thou shalt die in a polluted land; 

And Israel shall surely be taken away captive from his 
land. 


oients cultivated fig-trees, the LXX. ap- 
pear to have had in their eye, when they 
rendered it by v, a nipper or scratch- 
er; for we are informed by Theophrastus, 
that iron nails or prongs were employed 
to make incisions or scratches in the tree, 
that by letting out some of the sap, the 
fruit might be ripened : trim-av oi> 
5 t/mrcu h.v fip IniKnaby' aAA’ exorrey 
bvvxo-S (Ti^rfpas *TrtKvi£oif<rtv’ i 5’ hv frri- 
Ttraprcua ireirrerai, iv. 2. See 
also Plin. Hist. Nat. xiii. 14; Foiskal, 
Flor. Egypt, p. 182. t*Kpr, sycamores , 
a species of tree, abounding in the East, 
pretty much resembling the mulberry 
tree, the fruit of which is similar to the 
fig. It is, however, very inferior in 
quality, and is only eaten by the poorest 
class of tire people. From this circum¬ 
stance it may be inferred that Amos 
occupied a humble station in life pre¬ 
vious to his being called to prophesy in 
Israel. 

15. S23 is used both in a good and 
in a bad sense, and is here to be rendered 
indefinitely, to prophesy to. The pro¬ 
nominal suffix in *ks, 44 my people," is 
not without emphasis. The Israelites 
were Jehovah’s by right; he still claimed 
his propriety in them ; and, by the 
ministry of his prophet, would have re¬ 
covered them to his service. 

16. Instead of listening to the prohibi¬ 
tion of Amaziah, and retiring from his 
sphere of duty, Ainos continued to dis¬ 


charge the duties of his office at Bethel; 
but before proceeding to give an account 
of another vision which he had had, he 
directs a pointed prediction against the 
idolatrous priest by whom lie had been 
interrupted. tpTin, to distil t to cause to 
come down in pleasing and flowing dis¬ 
course; here parallel with to pro¬ 

phesy. Comp. Ezek. xxi. 2, 7 ; Micah 

ii. 6, 11. Syr. . n-jA -i Arab. 

Eth. Vnn: stillavit, 'hO\A.\ 
percolavit. 

17. Between rrim iks in this verse. 

* ; - T 

Qnd “iks nrs in ver. 16, is a marked 
antithesis. risth is not to be understood 

■ 4 - m 

of voluntary acts of infidelity on the part 
of the wife of Amaziah, but of the vio¬ 
lence to which she would have to submit 
on the part of the enemy. This being 
done “i*52, in the city t i. e. openly and 
publicly, was a great aggravation of the 
evil. 

7 flSf (r<p>\ lyKt<?a\os ft* 01 * 

55f ofrur 

Ax/rwv, kou re kcuv, &\oxot 5 ’ &\Koicrt 
fiiyficv. Iliad, b. iii. 300, 301. 

Every country, except Canaan, was re¬ 
garded by the Hebrew's as rt?Kl 3 a 

polluted land , though, at this time, their 
own land had become such. Is. xxiv. 5, 
■where “3 his similarly used ; Jor. ii. 7. 
The land of Assyria is that to which 
Amos points. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

After giving Bn account of a fourth vision, in which was represented the ripeness for des¬ 
truction at which the Israelites had arrived, and the certainty of such destruction, 1-3, 
the prophet resumes his denunciatory addresses to the avaricious oppressors of the peo¬ 
ple, 4-7; predicts the overthrow of the nation, 8-10; and concludes with threatening a 
destitution of the means of religious instruction, 11-14. 


1 Thus the Lord Jehovah showed me, and, behold, a basket of 

2 ripe fruit! And he said, What seest thou, Amos ? And I said, 
A basket of ripe fruit. 

Then said Jehovah to me: 

The end is come to my people Israel; s 

I will pass by them no more. 

3 And the songs of the palace shall howl, 

In that day, saith the Lord Jehovah; 

The carcasses are many! 

Throw them out anywhere ! 

Hush! 

4 Hear this ! ye that pant after the needy, 


1. This vision may be regarded as a 
continuation of the subject with which 
the last concluded, in the development 
of which the prophet had been interrupted 

.V F 

by Amaziah. Syr. j A a 


cage y or basket; Arab. inscruit 

♦ ' 

loro inter duos coni partes; lorum 

vel filamentum lignosum palnia ?, quo con- 
suitur: what is braided from twigs, such 
as wicker work. y»j; is used both of 
summer , and of the fruit which is 
gathered in summer. It is to the ripe¬ 
ness of the fruit at this season that pro¬ 
minence is here designed to be given. 
The verb occurs but once in Heb. viz. 

Is. xviii. 6. Arab, iajj’, media ees- 

«» * 

tas : admodum ferbuity (estiva ha- 


buit. 

2. The paronomasia in yp and yp is 
marked and forcible. Comp. Ezek. vii. 6: 
nsa nan TVs ypn ypn sa sa yp. 

" • 1 . 1 I, »i J r.. “ t .1 


T 1 


3. Instead of the pathetic elegies loudly 
and continuously poured forth at the 
princely funerals, nothing was to he 
heard but the frantic howl, announcing, 
but instantly checked in announcing, the 
greatness of the disaster. Into such 
howling the joyous songs of the palace 
were to be converted. Symm. o\o\v - 
£ovaiv aI tpSai. The dead bodies were 
to be cast forth indiscriminately, without 
any regard to the places where they 
might lie; and even this was not to be 
effected without exposing those who 
performed it to the attacks of the ene¬ 
my. Hence silence was to be enjoined. 
Some improperly render Vyn, temple. 
For bn, comp. chap. vi. 10. 

4, The prophet resumes his usual 
style of direct comminatory address. 
Comp, chapters iv. v. and vi. For 

see on chap. ii. 7. ri*a*:;V=ri m atjnV, to 

■ ' ■ ; - 

cause to ccase y bring to an end 9 annihilate f 
destroy . The i in mSHyVi is to be taken 
os denoting the end or aim of 
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That ye may destroy the poor of the land, 

5 Saying, When will the new moon be over, 

That we may sell corn ? 

And the Sabbath, 

That we may open out grain ? 

Making the ephah small, 

And the shekel great, 

And falsifying the balances for deceit. 

6 That we may purchase the poor for money, 

And the needy for a pair of sandals; 

And sell the refuse of the grain. 

*7 Jehovah hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob : 
I will never forget any of their deeds. 


the oppressions practised by the avari¬ 
cious Israelites. 

5. From this and other passages it is 
obvious that the Israelites, notwithstand¬ 
ing their idolatrous practices, still kept 
up the observance of the times and 
seasons appointed in the law of Moses. 
M3 and i-arn, lit. to break a 

T •• H • i • 

breaking , but meaning to sell grain , is 
supposed to be so named from its being 
broken to pieces when ground at the 
mill. Rome, however, think the name is 
derived from its being broken up or 
separated by a measure into portions, 
with a view to sale; while others are of 
opinion that it is so called because it 
breaks or puts an end to hunger, com¬ 
paring Ps. civ. 11. By -3 hrs, opening 
the corn, is meant opening the sacks or 
granaries in which it was kept, and 
bringing it out for sale. Thus the LXX. 
Syr. and Targ. The rS'S, ephah , was a 
com measure, containing three seahs, 
and according to Josephus, equal to the 
Attic medimnus, or somewhat above three 
English pecks. It is uncertain whether 
the word be originally Hebrew, or 
whether it be Egyptian. Vj* r r, from Vjv?* 

to iceigh, Arab. iJLftj, ponderosus fuit , 

gravitatem et pondus exploravit , is here 
used of weights in general. It was 
originally any piece of metal weighed 
as an equivalent for what was bought; 
hut came afterwards to Kijmifv standard 
money, and differed in value, according 
as it was of silver or gold, and as it was 


estimated by the sacred or the royal 

standard, Exod. xxx. 13 ; 2 Sam. xiv. 

26. For the sake of greater emphasis, 

instead of saying, to make or to vso 

deceitful balances, the verb rsy, to bend, 

* ■■ • 

ticist, pervert , is employed, which, in 
point of meaning, is pleonastic. LXX. 

Troirjaat £i rybv &Siki[iov. 

6. See chap. ii. 0. Vstt, from bti, to 

“ 1 — " T 

fall; what has fallen olF, refuse , chaff, 
etc. 

7. The iniquitous conduct of the Is¬ 

raelites having been minutely described, 
the severe punishment which they had 
merited is now threatened, i*,60. 

the excellency of Jacob , has been variously 
interpreted. The Targ. Grotius, Dahl, 
Ncweomc, and Bauer, understand the 
excellence conferred upon Jacob ; Justi 
and Ewald, very preposterously, the pride 
or haughtiness of the people; the Bob¬ 
bins and some others, the temple ; but 
the only appropriate construction of the 
phrase, in this connection, is that which 
refers it to Jehovah himself in whom 
alone the Hebrews gloried while they 
adhered to the purity of his worship, and 
in whom they still ought to glory. Thus 



the Lord, the Mighty One of Jacob ; 

Munster, Vatablus, Mercer, Drusius, 

Lively, Gcscnius, Ilitzig, Maurer. Coin. 

chap. vi. 8, where ■ircaa yari: occurs 
, » ■ • 
instead of the present phrase, which, 

however, is also there used in a bad 
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8 Shall not the land tremble for this, 

And every one that dwelleth therein mourn ? 
Shall not all of it rise like the river ? 

Shall it not be driven, and subside, 

Like the river of Egypt ? 

9 It shall come to pass in that day, 

Saith the Lord Jehovah, 

That I will cause the sun to go down at noon, 
And will darken the land in the clear day. 

10 I will turn your festivals into mourning, 

And all your songs into lamentation : 

I will bring sackcloth upon all loins, 

And baldness upon every head ; 

I will make it as the mourning for an only son, 
And the end of it a bitter day. 


. sense. ts, if I forget , is the usual 

formula of swearing, implying that it 
should not take place. Vb> in this con¬ 
nection, implies both totality, and the 
single items of which that totality is 
made up. Comp. Ps. ciii. 2 . 

8 . The guilt of the people was so en¬ 
ormous, that it was sufficient to induce 
an entire subversion of the existing 
state of things. To express this more 
strongly, the land is metaphorically re¬ 
presented as rising and swelling like the 
Nile, and again falling like the same 
river. Of course, the idea of the heav¬ 
ing and subsiding of the ground during 
an earthquake is what is intended, as 
the beginning of the verse shows. For 
the sake of energy and impression, the 
interrogative form is, as frequently, em¬ 
ployed. That “tks , by an elision of the 
letter Yod, is a defective form of is 

evident from the parallel passage, chop, 
ix 5. Fifteen MSS. originally two more, 
and perhaps other three, and one of the 
early editions, read is '3 in full. For the 

m 

origin and meaning of the word, see on 
Is. xix. 6. is used in Niphal, to ex¬ 
press the violent agitation of the sea 
when raised by the wind, Is. lvii. 20. 
It here denotes the rise of the Nile, 
which is generally above twenty feet. 
For 3 , the Keri and a great many 


MSS. in the text, read nsptb, which is 

■» 1 : : • 

undoubtedly genuine. The root 
occurs in a similar connection, chap, 
ix. .5. It signifies to sink down , or sub- 
side. 

9. Some think the prophet here pre¬ 
dicts the total eclipse of the sun, which 
took place at one of the great festivals 
in the year that Jeroboam died, (see 
Usher’s Annals, a, m. 3213) ; but what¬ 
ever there may be in the language bor¬ 
rowed from such an event, consistency 
of interpretation requires it to be taken 
metaphorically, as descriptive of a change 
from circumstances of prosperity to those 
of adversity. Comp. Jer. xv. 9 ; Ezck. 
xxxii. 7-10. 

10. The Hebrew festivals were occa¬ 
sions of great joy, and were no doubt on 
this very account kept up among the ten 
tribes after they had lost their religious 
importance. The calamitous result of 
the Assyrian invasion under Shalma¬ 
neser is here most graphically de¬ 
picted. Comp. Is. xv. 2; Jer. xlviii. 37 ; 
Ezek. vii. 18. The death of an only 
son was regarded by the Hebrews ns the 
most mournful of events. Comp. Jer. 
vi. 26; Zech. xii. 10. The pronominal 
reference in rV'n 'ey and wfpihs is V"'S 

T • ; T • - 1 v V 

understood, s in nw is the Coph 

veritatia . 
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11 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord Jehovah, 

When I will send a famine into the land ; 

Not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, 

But of hearing the words of Jehovah. 

12 And men shall wander from sea to sea, 

And shall run up and down, horn the North even to the East, 
Seeking the word of Jehovah, 

But they shall not find it. 

13 In that day the fair virgins shall faint, 

And the young men also, for thirst; 

14 That swear by the sin of Samaria, 

And say, By the life of thy God, O Dan I 


"Xunc et amara dies, et noctis am an or 
umbra est; 

Omnia jam tristi tempora felle madcns.” 

Tibullus , Eleg. lib. ii. Eleg. iv. 11. 

11, 12. The Israelites now despised 
the messages of the prophets, and by a 
just retribution, in addition to all their 
other calamities, they should experience 
a total withdrawal of all prophetic com¬ 
munications. Comp. Ezek. vii. 26 ; 
Micah iii. 7. In whatever direction they 
might proceed, and whatever efforts they 
might make to obtain information rela¬ 
tive to the issue of their trouble, they 
should meet with nothing but disappoint¬ 
ment. suti-risc, is used, where 

geographically we should have expected 
VB 1 > or -35. the south; but the term mav 
have been chosen in order to intimate 
the complete alienation of Israel from 
Judah, in consequence of which no one 
■would think of repairing to Jerusalem 
for oracular information. That any trans¬ 
position of the words has taken place, 
I cannot, with Houbigant and Newcome, 
suppose. It is, however, just as probable 
that the cardinal points were ‘not in¬ 
tended to be strictly marked, but that 
the object was to indicate generally the 
hopelessness of the attempts mentioned. 
The Athnach is improperly placed under 
n-.-K, instead of under sutrii**, as the 

Vau prefixed to yiss and the form of 
the verb show. 

13. 50 s:; in this verse, is to be under¬ 
stood of the natural thirst to be expe¬ 
rienced by the inhabitants of Samaria 


during the siege predicted in the pre¬ 
ceding verses; n: S Vy DP, properly means, 

they shall feel themselves involved in dark- 
ness , "which is physically true of those 
who are seized with syncope. The root 

C]Vj>, Arab. signifies to cover , 

envelop ; here, with darkness , under¬ 
stood. After E•'"»!)j“.2n subaud. tzbvt". 

m * a * 

m a 

14. y-wj rttrs, the sin or crime of 

Samaria ; i. e. the golden calf and other 
objects of unlawful worship which were 
the occasion of sin and guilt to the Is¬ 
raelites. Hitzig thinks that Astarte is 
specifically meant ; but the term was 
doubtless intended to comprehend the 
calf at Bethel, the religious veneration 
of which led to the grosser forms of 
idolatry. At the same time, ni‘rs, As¬ 
tarte , is spoken of, 2 Kings xiii. 6, in 
distinction from the worship specially 
instituted by Jeroboam. See on Is. xvii. 
8. The god of Dan was the other gol¬ 
den calf, erected by Jeroboam in Dan, 
1 Kings xii. 26-28. By —;S 3 

Kimehi, Michaelis, and BaueT, under¬ 
stand literally the way or pilgrimage to 
Beersheba ; but the phrase being parallel 
with the two former instances, in which 
objects of false worship arc meant, it 
must here be taken in the same sense. 
Hence the LXX. render 0 aov. 
Strictly speaking, it denotes the icay or 
mode of worship, or the worship itself, 
that was performed at Beersheba. Coin. 
Ps. cxxxix. 24 ; Acts ix. 2, xix. 9. 23. 
See on chap. y. 5. *»n is a formula of 
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And, By the life of the way of Beersheba! 

They shall fall, and rise no more. 

swearing : By the life of -, or, As culiarly absurd and einful when applied 

sure as such an one lives t and was pe- to inanimate objects. 


CII.APTER IX. 


Tnis chapter commences with an account of the fifth and last vision of the prophet, in which 
the final ruin of the kingdom of Israel is represented. This ruin was to be complete and 
irreparable; and no quarter to which the inhabitants might flee for refuge, would afford 
them any shelter from the wrath of the Omnipresent and Almighty Jehovah. 1-6. As a 
einful nation, it was to be treated as if it had never stood in any covenant relation to him; 
yet, in their individual capacity, ns the descendants of Abraham, how much soever they 
might be scattered and afflicted amor# the heathen, they should still be preserved, 7-10. 
The concluding part of the chapter contains a distinct prophecy of the restoration of the 
Jewish church after the Babylonish captivity, 11; the incorporation of the heathen which 
was to be consequent upon that restoration, 12; aud the final establishment of the Jews 
in their own land in the latter day, 13-15. 


1 I saw the Lord standing beside the altar, and ho said : 
Smite the capital, that the thresholds may shake; 

And break them in pieces, on the heads of them all; 
Their posterity I will slay with the sword ; 

None of their fugitives shall make his escape, 

Nor shall any that slip away be delivered. 


1. By the Targ., Calvin, Drusius, Gro- 
tius, Justi, RosenmtillcT, and Hengs- 
tenberg, the scene of this vision is laid 
at the temple of Jerusalem ; by Cyril, 
Munster, Tamovius, Sehmidiua, Lowth, 
Miehaclis, Dahl, Bauer, Hitzig, and 
Ewald, at the idolatrous temple at Be¬ 
thel, and, in my opinion, rightly. Calvin 
docs not show his usual tact in objecting 
to this interpretation, on the ground that 
it represents Jehovah as indirectly ap¬ 
proving of superstition ; for, though the 
true God was seen beside the idolatrous 
altar, it was not for the purpose of re¬ 
ceiving homage, but of commanding 
that the whole of the erection and wor¬ 


ship at Bethel should be destroyed. 
No argument in favor of Jerusalem 
can be built on the use of the article in 

“the altar," but the contrary. 
The idolatrous object to which sacrifices 
were offered at Bethel, having been 
mentioned in the preceding verse, nothing 
is more natural than a reference here to 
the altar on which they were presented. 
VPE^., an ornamented head or capital of 

o column, in the shape of q sphere, or 
bowl surrounded by flowers. It is 
usually derived from “ED, to cover y and 
to crown. LXX. /Atwr^tov, mis¬ 
taking the word for r“ 5-D. When used 
of the ornamental part of the golden can- 
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2 Though they break through into Sheol, 

O w ° 

Thence shall my hand take them; 

Though they climb up to heaven, 

Thence will I bring them down. 

3 Though thev hide themselves on the snmmit of Carmel, 

There I will search them out and take them; 

Though they conceal themselves from mine eyes in the bottom 
of the sea, 

There I will command the serpent, and he shall bite them. 

4 Though they go into captivity before their enemies, 

There I will command the sword, and it shall kill them: 

I will set mine eyes upon them for evil, 

And not for good. 

o 

5 For it is the Lord Jehovah of hosts. 


That toucheth the earth and it 

dlestick, they render it ccpatpwT'fjp. For 
C*>£0, sec on Is. vi. 4 ; the similarity, in 
some respects, between which passage 
and the present, appears to have sug¬ 
gested the idea that the temple at Jeru¬ 
salem is here meant. The temple was 
to be smitten both above and below", to 
indicate its entire destruction. 
break them, i. e. the capitals, etc., upon 
the head of all the worshippers. It 
docs not appear that ©tin and r ,p ms are 
here used antithetically. The latter de¬ 
notes the children of those who perished 
in the attack upon the idolatrous temple. 
When threatened by the Assyrians, they 
would flock in crowds to Bethel, to im¬ 
plore protection from the golden calf, 
and, while thus assembled, they should 
perish, along with the vain object of their 
trust; they should, in fact, be buried in 
the ruins. 

2-4. These verses exhibit a beautiful 
series of supposed cases of attempt at 
escape from the judgments of God, and 
the utter futility of every attempt of the 
kind. Vises and are, as usual, 

employed as extreme points of opposition. 
Comp. Job xi. 8 ; Ps. exxxix. 8 ; Is. xiv. 
13, 14; Matt. xi. 23. Vttnzn isin. Not 
only was Mount Carmei celebrated on 
account of its general fertility, but also 
on account of the dense forests and large 
caverns with which it abounded. These, 
together with its height, which is ahout 

23 


meltcth; 

twelve hundred feet, afforded the fittest 
possible places of concealment. llichtu', 
in his Pilgrimage, p. 65, says : “ Mount 
Carmel is entirely covered with green ; 
on its summits ore pines and oaks, and 
further down, olive and laurel trees, 
etc. These forests would furnish safe 
hiding places, equally with the caves, 
which are chiefly on the west side facing 
the sea.’' t*n y , the bottom of the 
Mediterranean Sea, forms a striking con¬ 
trast to the summit of Cannel, which 

beetles above it, y^nArab. 

terra cequabilis ; when spoken of a house, 
the foundation or floor ; here ihc bottom 
or basis, on which the sea rests. For 
sea-serpent, sec on Is. xxvii. 1. 

“-Immensis orbibus angues 

Ineumbant pelago, pariterque ad littora 
tendunt.” 

JEneid . ii. 204. 

The )q in Ot'ic, in verses 3 and 4, loses 
its proper prepositive signification, as in 

rriP'Ci etc. and merely 
denotes position or place. 

5, 6. A sublime description of the al¬ 
mighty and uncontrollable power of 
Jehovah. For the reference to the 
Nile, see on chap. viii. 8. Instead of 
nHVria, the Keri and not a few MSS. 

t : - 

read vniVapj in fulL Comp. vnvVfy 
Ps. civ. 3, 13. 
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And all that dwell in it mourn; 

It riseth, all of it, like the river, 

And subsidcth like the river of Egypt. 

6 He that buildeth his upper chambers in the heavens, 

And foundeth his vaults upon the earth; 

That calleth to the waters of the sea, 

And poureth them out on the surface of the earth; 

Jehovah is his name. 

7 Are ye not as the Cushites to me, 

0 sons of Israel? saith Jehovah. 

Did I not bring Israel from the land of Egypt ? 

The Philistines from Caphtor ? 

And the Syrians from Kir ? 

8 Behold, the eyes of the Lord Jehovah are upon the sinful king¬ 

dom, 


A ?&epos oltcov inrcprarov vaicrdcts- 

Oppian. llalieut. i. 490. 

0€OtJ OlKTJT'ffpiOV TOV KdfffiOU T b &VQ >. 

Aristot . 

rwtfi a body or mass, the parts of which 

are firmly compacted ; Arab. 

fornix frnus compaginis et structure; 
an arch or vault; obviously used of the 
2 'pn, or hemispheric expanse or vault of 
heaven ; which, from its appearing to 
the eye to rest upon the earth, is here 
said to be founded upon it. To render it, 
with the Targ., congregation y and apply 
it to the Church, as a body of believers, 
firmly united together, is altogether un¬ 
suitable to the connection. The render¬ 
ing of the LXX., Syr., and Arab, would 
seem to indicate that nisas nirp orie- 
inally stood in the text, at the end of 
yer. 8 ; but only one of De Rossi’s MSS. 
has this reading at first hand. 

7. By appealing to the fact, that, in 
his providence, he had removed different 
nations from their original abodes, and 
settled them elsewhere, Jehovah repels 
the idea, which the Israelites were so 
prone to entertain, that, because he had 
brought them out of Egypt, and given 
them the land of Canaan, they were pe¬ 
culiarly the objects of his regard, and 
could never be subdued or destroyed. 
He now regarded, and would treat them 
as the Cushites, who had been trans¬ 


planted from their primary location 
in Arabia, into the midst of the bar¬ 
barous nations of Africa. Cush- 

• « I • 

ties, are here the inhabitants of the 
African Cush, or Ethiopia. See on Is. 


xviii. 2. Arab. 
sinians . 



AiiSy/ojras, rol 5<x&A ScSafaTcu, eo"xaToi 

A vfipuv, 

Oi pfv hvaopivov OirfplovoSy ol 5’ A vi- 


ovros. 

Odgss. i. 23, 24. 

For see on Is. xiv. 28. Gese- 

• . ; * ; 

nius hesitates between Crete and Cap¬ 
padocia, as designated by the Hebrew 
Caphtor , but inclines to the former. 
Thesaurus, p. 709. LXX. Kainra&oKla. 
tntf, Aram y or Syria, put for the SgHans t 
i. e. the inhabitants of the countries 
about Damascus. They are here repre¬ 
sented as having migrated from Tp, Kir t 
the country lying on the river Kur y or 
Cyrus. See on Is. xxii. 6. 

8, 9. a the eyes of a person are 

said to be in any one, when he keeps 
him. steadily in view, in order either to 
do him good, or to punish him. In 
the present instance, the phrase conveys 
the idea of hostility. Though the king¬ 
dom of the ten tribes was to be utterly 
and forever destroyed, yet, os descend¬ 
ants of their patriarchal ancestors, they 
should not become extinct. In the midst 
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And I will destroy it from the face of the earth ; 

Yet I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob, 

Saith Jehovah. 

9 For, behold, I will command, 

And will sift the house of Israel among all the nations, 

As one sifteth corn in a sieve, 

And not a grain falleth to the ground. 

10 But all the sinners of my people shall die by the sword, 

That say, The evil shall not reach nor overtake us. 

11 In that day I will raise up the booth of David that is falling 
And will close up its breaches ; 


of the WTath which their sinfulness should 
bring upon them, God would remember 
merey. “3 ers is strongly adversative, 
rn 23 , a sieve , which is used to separate 
the chaff and other refuse from the pure 
grain, is most probably derived from 
133, to be many, from the number of 
small holes in it LXX. Xw/iir. Aq. and 
Symm. K6<tkivov. ivix is used as a di- 
minutive of nss, the smallest stone, 2 
Sam. xvii. 13 ; here it signifies the small¬ 
est grain or particle of com. While the 
figurative language here employed ex¬ 
presses the violence of the sifting process 
to which the Israelites should be sub¬ 
jected in order that their idolatry and 
other sins might be removed from them; 
it likewise sets forth the great care that 
would be exercised for their preserva¬ 
tion. The universal character of their 
dispersion is likewise strongly marked. 

10 . Those are here specially intended, 

who scoffingly denied the possibility of 
the Assyrian conquest, najnely, the 
dissipated magnates of Samaria. Such 
should perish in the war. Q*^prf 

is unusual. Perhaps the meaning js, 
Shall not come forward, or advance 
in our rear, so as to cut off our re¬ 
treat. 

11 . The Israelites now disappear from 
the scene, in order to give place to a 
brief but prominent exhibition of the 
restoration of the Jews from their de¬ 
pressed condition, during the anticipated 
captivity in Babylon, and the great 
design of that restoration — the intro¬ 
duction of the Messianic dispensation, 


during which the blessings of the cov¬ 
enant of mercy was to be extended to the 
Gentile world. With this reference in 
view, the apostle James expressly quotes 
the prophecy, Acts xv. 15-17. The quo¬ 
tation is made from the version of the 
LXX.; but as regards verbality, differs 
fully as much from it, as the latter does 
from the Hebrew text; his object being 
to give the general sense of the passage, 
and not the identical phraseology. It 
must further be observed that, though he 
quotes the entire passage, consisting of 
the 11th and 12th verses, his obvious 
design was to give prominence to what 
is contained in the latter, viz. the con¬ 
version of the Gentiles, the very point 
required by his argument; so that all 
attempts to apply what is said respect¬ 
ing the booth of David to the Christian 
church, are unwarranted and futile. 

David , is used by the prophet, not 

in its figurative, but in its proper mean¬ 
ing, as denoting the Hebrew monarch of 
that name. By wrn ci\ that day , for 
which James has, quite indefinitely, perit 
ravra, we are to understand the period of 
the dispersion of the Israelites among the 
nations, subsequent to the fall of their 
kingdom. Though that kingdom would 
never be restored, yet the Jewish polity 
would be re-established at Jerusalem. 
This polity is here called the 

booth , or hut of David, to denote the 
reduced state of his family, and the 
affairs of the people. Comp. Is, xi. 1, 
and my note there. When the prosperity 
of that family is spoken of, the more 
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And I will raise up its ruins, 

And build it as in the days of old. 

12 That the remnant of Edom may be possessed, 

And all the nations upon which my name shall be called, 
Saith Jehovah that doetli this. 


dignified phrase, its, the house of 

David , is employed. See 2 Sain. iii. 1; 

1 Kings xi. 38 ; Is. vii. 2. 13. "m” Vns, 
the tent, or tabernacle of David , Is. xvi. 5, 
would seem to express an intermediate 
state of things. That n, David, is here 
to be understood of the Messiah, I cannot 

find. 712 0, tu'/urium, a hut , or booth, so 

1 ' 

called from its being constructed by 
interweaving the boughs and branches 
of trees with each other, and its thu9 
forming a rude shelter from the storm. 
It was in such booths the Hebrews were to 
dwell during the seven days of nioDri jn, 
the feast of booths, commonly called 
“ the feast of tabernacles.” See Levit. 
xxiii. 40-43. Root 7:20, to iccavc, in- 
tcnceavc , protect. Still more definitely 
to mark the depressed condition of the 
Jewish kingdom, is described as rVr’:, 

4 ■ 4 ■ 

falling. The present participle is here, 
as frequently, used to denote an action 
which was happening at the time of 
narration, and which would be continued. 
About the time of Amos the Jewish af¬ 
fairs had begun to decline; and, though 
they occasionally and partially revived, 
yet, taken as a whole, they continued to 
deteriorate till the Babylonish invasion, 
when they were reduced to the deplorably 
fallen state in which they continued till 
the return from the captivity, when the 
restoration here predicted took place. 
From the phraseology employed by the 
prophet, the Rabbins derived one of the 
names which they give to the Messiah : 

“12 the son of the fallen. Thus in the 
Talmud, Sanhed. fol. 9G, 2: “R. Nach¬ 
man said to R. Isaac : Hast thou heard 
when Bar-naphli comes ? To whom he 
said, Who is Bar-naphli. He replied. 
The Messiah : you may call the Messiah 
Bar-naphli; for is it not written. In that 
day I will Taise up, etc. ? ” quoting the 
present verse of Amos. For other 
passages to the some effect, see Schoet- 


genii Hora Hebraic® et Talmud. The 

feminine suffix in •.tT'SIB is to be re- 

1 •• ■ 

ferred to the different parts or cities of 
the kingdom, understood. The mas¬ 
culine in vrbnn, has rn for its antece- 

i < : • t 

dent, and the feminine in rr , tv i :3 refers 

■* • • ; 

to 7120 . 

V \ 

12. The grand end of the restoration 
from the captivity in Babylon is now 
stated, viz. the introduction of the 
universal economy of the gospel. The 
church of God had formerly consisted of 
persons belonging to a particular nation : 
henceforth it was to comprehend those 
of all nations, even such as had been 
most hostile to its interests, whom God 
would call to be his people. to take 

possession of, inherit , is here used figura¬ 
tively of the influence for good which the 
church should exert over the Gentiles, 
bringing them within her pale, and using 
them for her holy and benevolent pur¬ 
poses. In the w'ords, bn*” 2"*3”?"I, 
“thy seed shall possess,” or “ inherit the 
nations,” Is. liv. 3, we have a strictly 
parallel prophecy, couched in the same 
language. Comp, also Is. xlix. 8, and 
Rom. iv. 13, where, in reference to the 
blessing of the Gentiles with faithful 
Abraham, that patriarch is called “ the 
heir of the world.” Among the first of 
the foreign notions that w’ere to experi¬ 
ence his beneficent influence, the Idu- 
mcans ore expressly mentioned. Owing 
to the enmity which had existed between 
them and the Jews, they had mutually 
harassed and wasted each other, in con¬ 
sequence of which, and of invasions and 
wars on the part of other powers, nothing 

but r>““isr, a remnant , of the former was 

* ■' : ' 

left. Of this remnant, a portion was pro¬ 
selytized to the Jewish faith in the time 
of John Hvrcanus, and the remainder 
amalgamated with the tribes of Arabia, 
which embraced the Christian faith. It 
is to these last that specific reference 
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13 Behold, the days are coming, saith Jehovah, 

That the ploughman shall overtake the reaper, 

And the treader of grapes him that sowetli the seed ; 
And the mountains shall drop with new wine, 

And all the hills shall melt. 


is here made. WV’ is to be taken, 
impersonally, and rendered passively; 
and the power of its future must be 
carried forward to The calling of 

a name upon any person or thing, de¬ 
notes the assertion of the claims of the 
individual whose name is mentioned 
upon the person or thing specified. 
h—V s is the accusative, ps being 

understood as repeated. 

P'-isr - rs the LXX. have ren- 

dered Sjtcijs iK&fTiffTUHjw oi KaraXotiroi 

twv avbpwTrwi or, as some MSS. read, 

tKfyTTjawai fit, as if their Hebrew text 

had been rmsa “PS IVwV, 

that the reside of men may seek me. 

Neweome supposes that the reading 

“Ps is a contraction for nS-p ps ; but 

^ ■ ■ 

though rbv K vpiov, which we find in 
the quotation, Acts xv. 17, might seem 
to favor this supposition, there is no 
evidence to prove that the contraction 

ps, so common in Rabbinical writ¬ 
ings, is of such antiquity. Ti^ K vpxov 
I consider to be merely an interpreta¬ 
tion of fit. No Hebrew MSS. afford 
any countenance to the Greek transla¬ 
tion, nor do any of the versions, except 
the Arabic, which, as usual, follows the 
LXX. For this reason, and regarding 
the latitude used by the writers of the 
New Testament when quoting from the 
Old, I cannot perceive how the passage 
can justly be charged with corruption. 
To which add, that the words as they 
stand in the Hebrew text, admirably 
suit the connection, as they equally do 
the argument of the apostle; though 
quoting, according to custom, from the 
Greek version, he adopted in the main 
the construction which it exhibits as 
sufficiently expressive of the fact which 
he had in view. 

13. Comp. Lcvit. xxvi. 5. The lan¬ 
guage imports the greatest abundance; 


and this verse, with the two * following, 
refer to a period subsequent to that of 
the calling of the Gentiles. This the in¬ 
troductory phrase c“N3 t*7S“ n 3 in, Behold , 
the days are coming, distinguished as it 
is from N:nn Eva, In that day, ver. 11, 
the position of the prophecy, and other 
features which characterize it, sufficiently 
show. The verses are parallel with Is. 
Ixi. 4, lxii. 8, 9, lxv. 21-23 ; and are to 
be interpreted of the future restoration 
of the Jews to their own land, and theii 
abundant prosperity in the latter day. 
For y-iTn l nric, to draw out the seed , 

- v - ‘I - 1 

comp, y-rtn. 7|0», Ps. exxvi. 6. The 

ft ■ « 

idea seems to be that of conveying the 
seed with the hand from the sack or ves¬ 
sel in which it was carried, yet not to the 
exclusion of the act of sowing. Comp. 

the Eth. <pl*l A: jaculatus est sagit- 

tas. For c*cy, fresh or sweet wine , 
sec on Joel i. 5. The metaphorical 
language here employed is at once, in 
the highest degree, bold and pleasing. 
The Hebrews were accustomed to con¬ 
struct terraces on the sides of the 
mountains and other elevations, on which 
they planted vines. Of this fact the 
prophet avails himself, and represents 
the immense abundance of the produce to 
be such, that the eminences themselves 
would appear to be converted into the 
juice of the grape. 

“-Subitis messor gaudebit aristis: 

Rorabunt quereeta favis, stagnantia pas¬ 
sim 

Vina fluent, oleique laeus.” 

Claudian, in 1hifin. lib. i. 382. 

IIow striking the contrast between the 
scene here dq>icted, and that which 
the face of Palestine has presented 
during the long period of the disper¬ 
sion 1 
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14 I will reverse the captivity of my people Israel, 

And they shall build the desolate cities, and inhabit them; 

And they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine of them; 

They shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. 

15 For I will plant them in their own laud, 

And they shall no more be plucked up from their land 

Which I have given them, 

Saith Jehovah thy God. 

14, 15. It is impossible to conceive they return to the faith of Abraham, be- 
of prophecy more distinctly or positively holding in retrospection the dny of the 
asserting the future and final restoration Messiah, which he saw and was glad, but 
of the Jews to Canaan than that con- deeply bewailing their guilt in having 
tained in these verses. Once and again crucified him, and persevered lor so many 
they have been removed from that fa- centuries in the rejection of his gospel, 
vored land, on account of their "wicked- they shall regain possession of it, and re- 
ness; but still it is theirs by Divine dona- main its happy occupants till the end of 
tion to their gTeat progenitor. And when time. 
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PREFACE. 

The prophecy of Obadiah, consisting only of twenty-one verses, is the 
shortest book of the Old Testament. Jerome calls him, parvus propheia , 
versuutn supputatione y non sensum. Of his origin, life, and circumstances, 
we know nothing; but, as usual, various conjectures have been broached 
by the Rabbins and Fathers: — some identifying him with the pious Oba- 
diah who lived at the court of Ahab ; some, with the overseer of the work¬ 
men, mentioned 2 Chron. xxxiv. 12; and some, with others of the same 
name; while there is no lack of legendary notices respecting the place of 
his birth, sepulchre, etc. See Carpzovii Introd. tom. iii. pp. 332, 333. 

That he nourished after the capture of Jerusalem by the Chaldeans, may 
be inferred from his obvious reference to that event, verses 11-14 ; for it 
is more natural to regard these verses as descriptive of the past, than as pro¬ 
phetical anticipations of the future. He must, therefore, have lived after, 
or been contemporary with Jeremiah, and not with Hosea, Joel, and Amos, 
as Grotius, Huet, and Lightfoot, maintain. Suflieicnt proof of his having 
lived in or after the time of that prophet, has been supposed to be found in 
the almost verbal agreement between verses 1-8, and certain verses inserted 
in the parallel prophecy, Jeremiah xlix.; it being assumed that he must 
have borrowed from him. This opinion, however, though held by Luther, 
Bertholdt, Von Coelln, Credner, Hitzig, and Von Knobel, is less probable 
than the contrary hypothesis, which has been advocated by Tarnovius, 
Schmidius, Du Veil, Drusius, Newcome, Eiehhorn, Jahn, Schnurrer, Rosen- 
miiller, Ilolzapfel, Hendework, Havernick, and Maurer. Indeed, a com¬ 
parison of the structure of the parallel prophecies goes satisfactorily to show 
the priority of our prophet, as has been ably done by Schnurrer, in his 
Disputatio philologiea in Obadiam, Tubing. 1787, 4to. Add to which, that 
Jeremiah appears to have been in the habit of partially quoting from preced¬ 
ing prophets. Comp. Is. xv. xvi. with Jerem. xlviii. This view is confirmed 
by the opinion of Ewald, that both these writers copied from some earlier 
prophet, since he admits that Obadiah has preserved, in a less altered con¬ 
dition, the more energetic and unusual manner of the original than Jeremiah. 
In brief, the portion in question is so entirely in keeping with the remainder 
of the book, that they must be considered as having been originally delivered 
by the same individual; whereas Jeremiah presents it in the form of disjecta 
membra poetce. 

In all probability the propheey was delivered between the year n. c. 588, 
when Jerusalem was taken by the Chaldeans, and the termination of the 
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siege of Tyre by Nebuchadnezzar. During this interval, that monarch sub¬ 
dued the Idumeans, and other neighboring nations. 

Of the composition of Obadiah, little, as Bishop Lowth observes, can be 
said, owing to its extreme brevity. Its principal features are animation, 
regularity, and perspicuity. 

The subjects of the prophecy arc the judgments to be inflicted upon the 
Idumeans on account of their wanton and cruel conduct towards the Jews at 
the time of the Chaldean invasion ; and the restoration of the latter from 
captivity. The book may, therefore, be fitly divided into two parts: the 
first comprising verses 1-16, which contain a reprehension of the pride, self- 
confidence, and unfeeling cruelty of the former people, and definite predic¬ 
tions of their destruction; the latter, verses 17-21, in which it is promised 
that the Jews should not only be restored to their own land, but possess the 
territories of the surrounding nations, especially Idumea. 

The reason why the book occupies its present unchronological position in 
the Hebrew Bible, is supposed to be the connection between the subject of 
which it treats, and the mention made of “ the residue of Edom/' at the con¬ 
clusion of the preceding book of Amos. 
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Tuk prophecy commeuccs by announcing the message sent in the providence of God to the 
Chaldeans, to come and attack the Idumeans, ver 1; and describes the humiliation of 
their pride, 2, 3; the impossibility of their escape by means of their boasted fastnesses, 4; 
and the completeness of their devastation, 5. It then proceeds with a sarcastic plaint over 
their deserted and fallen condition, 6-9; specifics its cause — their unnatural cruelty to¬ 
wards the Jews, 10-14; and denounces a righteous retribution, 15,16 The remaining 
portion fortclls the restoration of the Jews, their peaceful settlement in their own laud, and 
the establishment of the kingdom of ilessiah, 17-21. 


1 Tiie Vision of Obadiah. 

Thus saith the Lord. Jehovah concerning Edom : 
W T e have heard a report from Jehovah, 

And a messenger is sent among the nations : 

“ Up ! let us rise against her to battle ! ” 

2 Behold, I have made thee small among the nations ; 


1. Eiclihom, Rosenmiiller, Jaeger, 
and Hendewcrk, have raised unneces¬ 
sary doubt respecting the genuineness 
of the title and introduction contained 
in this verse, which have been fully 
obviated by Schnurrer, Maurer, and Hit- 
zig. For ■jirn, see on Is. i. 1. rpnay, 
Obadiah^ “ the servant of Jehovah," 

equivalent to Abdeel , Jer. xxxvi. 

* ■ 

26; Arab. ad) I Abd-aUah ; Gct. 

Gottschalck. For ci“S, Edom , see on 
Is. xxxiv. 5. The words yya® ryifcW 
rin 1 ’ PStt, we have heard a report from 
Jehovah , are not to be regarded as de¬ 
signed to describe the reception of the 
Divine message by the prophet, but ex¬ 
press the communication made to the 
nations by the ambassador sent to sum¬ 
mon them to the attack upon Idumea, as 
the following clause shows. The 

report , or communication itself, is con¬ 
tained in the last line of the verse. The 
plural form “ we have heard," 

for which Jeremiah has " I have 

* — i 

heard," is so qualified by the passive 
verb n 5 y in the second member of the 

parallelism, that it is equivalent to the 
passive form nsrasa , hath been heard . 

24 


There is, therefore, no necessity to in¬ 
quire whether Obadiah meant himself 
and other prophets, or whether he iden¬ 
tified himself with his countrymen. 
All that is intended is the circulation of 
the hostile message in regard to Idumea; 
and the tracing of the movement to the 
overruling providence of God, by which 
Nebuchadnezzar and his allies were led 
to turn their arms against that country. 
See Calvin, in loc. "ps, a messenger , or 

ambassador; Arab. ^ ivit t pro - 

fectus est. LXX. iTfpiox^v, but in Jer, 
hyycKovs ; Svmm. here ayyeA./at'. Com. 
Is. xviii. 2, and my^otc there. 
arise ! up / like , come l go ! etc., is 
frequently used as a term of excitement. 
With it the address of the herald com¬ 
mences; who, identifying himself with 
the nations which he summons, pro¬ 
ceeds to employ the plural of the same 
verb in its strictly hostile sense, followed 

by the preposition Vs- cits, though 

• ■ 

properly masculine, is here viewed as 
y-is, a country ; hence the feminine 
suffix in 

2. Tlere the masculine gem’er is 
adopted, which ia continued throughot t 
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Thou art exceedingly despised. 

3 The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, 
Thou that dwellest in the clefls of the rock, 
AVI lose habitation is high ! 

That saith in his keait, 

Who shall bring me down to the ground ? 

4 Though thou shouldest soar like the eagle, 
And shouldest set thy nest among the stars, 
Thence I will bring thee down, saith Jehovah. 


the prophecy — Er, people, being under¬ 
stood. The part time of the verbs ex¬ 
presses the certainty of the events ; and 
small , and “it 2, despised , are not 
designed to mark the comparatively 
limited and despicable character of 
Idumea, geographically considered, as 
Newcome interprets, but describe the 
miserable condition to which it was to 
be reduced by its enemies. 

3. The Idumeans are taunted with the 
proud confidence w’hich they placed in 
their lofty and precipitous mountain 
fastnesses, and the insolence with which 
they scouted every attempt to subdue 
them. These positions, strong by nature, 
and many of them rendered still more 
so by art, they deemed absolutely im¬ 
pregnable. Such inaccessible places are 

appropriately called rVc—rs n, cliffs of 

• • 

.r * 

the rock, Syr. rapes ; the Arab. 

LaCLs» , confugit; and hence the idea of 

refuge, which is secondary, and less 
proper to be adopted here. LXX. lv 

rats airaTs rwv tc cTpwv. Syr. 




infortissimo rupe. Some in¬ 


terpreters are of opinion that by 5^3, 
Sela, we are to understand the city oif 
that name, otherwise called Petra, situ¬ 
ated in Wady Mdsa, and celebrated as 
the capital of Idumea. See on Is. xvi. 
1. The * cliffs, would, on this in¬ 

terpretation, be the high and inaccessible 
rocks which beetled over that metropolis. 
I prefer taking the word in its literal 
acceptation, and view it as a collective, 
equivalent to the plural of the LXX. 
and other ancient versions, and thus 


describing the rocky character of the 
country generally, as well as that about 
Petra in particular. Instead of 
hath deceived thee , four of De Iio&si’s 
MSS. and originally two more, read 
; but though this reading is sup¬ 
ported by the LXX., Arab., Vulg., and 
Hexaplar Syr. it is inferior to that of the 
Textus Receptus, which has the suffrages 
of the Syr. and the Targ., especially as 
there are no other instances in which 
is used in the sense of raising, or 
elevating. The ** in ■'aru is simply a po¬ 
etic paragogic, of which several examples 
occur in the Ilenoni participle. See. Gen. 
xlix. II; Deut. xxxiii. 16; Is. xxii. 16; 

Micah vii. 14. In ■ii*2?7 there is a txansi- 

■ 

tion from the second person to the third, 
for the sake of more graphically pointing 
out the proud position of Edom. Comp. 
Is. xxii. 16. 

4. By a bold but beautiful hyperbole, 
the Idumeans are told, that, to w r hat 
height soever they might remove, and 
how entirely they might imagine them¬ 
selves to be bevond the reach of their 
enemies, Jehovah would dislodge them, 
and deliver them into their power. For 
the soaring of the eagle, and his building 
his nest on the inaccessible crags of the 
rock, comp. Job xxxix. 27, 28 : 

I ■ • T « . 

1 * : • : 1 ; • - 7 

: rinses 

■ ■ 

“ Is it at thy command the eagle scare, 
And erects his nest on high ? 

The rock he inhabits, and makes his 
abode 


On the point of the rock, and the fast- 
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5 If thieves had come to thee, 

Or robbers by night (how art thou destroyed !) 

Would they not have stolen what was sufficient for them? 
If vintagers had come to thee, 

O 

Would they not have left some gleanings ? 

G How is Esau explored ! 


Ewald and Hitzig take to be a passive 
participle; but that it is the infinitive 
construct, is rendered certain by its 
having the preposition *j >2 before it, Job 
xx. 4. In the present instance, and in 
Nuni. xxv. 21, in ■which, as here, it is 
followed by ~ p, it stands elliptically for 

C'tr] which sufficiently accounts for 

the rendering of the LXX., Syr., Targ., 
and Vulg., which exhibit the second 
person singidar of the verb. The term 
C'zsis is to be understood literally of 
the stars, as the highest objects which 
present themselves to the eye, and not 
of the tops of the highest rocks, or even 
heaven itself, as some have maintained, 
tp—hs* is a direct reply to the vaunting 
question, ^"vp •'■e, ver. 3. Theodoret 
well expresses the sense thus: *EttciS/j 

to'ivvv , <p7]al Tauraus Srajifrwv a\a£ovcvri 
Kcd titya <ppovt7s ws hx^lporros, tvd\<trr6u 
ff* Karaar-fjo’d/ nal fots 

&po? s, >cal Tuiv TToKtfiluv oit biatpev^rj 
ray x*‘P ay, ou5c *1 ZtKi)v afTov fifTfwpos 
dp^enjr, k. t. 

5. The Idumeans are here taught, that 
their devastation would be complete. 
This prophetic intelligence is com¬ 
municated in the form of interrogative 
illustrations, derived from customs with 
which they were familiar. The manner 
in which they should be treated would 
be very different from that adopted by 
private thieves, or by a party of maraud¬ 
ing nomadcs, who usually seize as much 
as they can, and especially what they 
have set their minds on, in the hurry of 
the moment, leaving the rest of the 
property to its possessors. They should 
even fare worse than the vines, on which 
the vintages, though they cut down the 
bunches generally, still left some that 
might be gleaned afterwards. In Jere¬ 
miah the order of the illustrations is 
reversed, the vintagers being taken first. 
nV'V ^ night-robbers . In such a 


country as Idumea, a predatory attack 
could only have been attempted in the 
night, especially on such places as were 
most strongly fortified by nature, and 
commanded a view of the immediately 
surrounding regions. Hitzig thinks the 
prophet has Petra specially in his eye, 
on account of its having been the great 
emporium of that part of the world. In¬ 
stead of r.W cs ?,6*a c-ssr.cs, 
Jeremiah hos only rrVVa n‘23: os, 
which is less forcible. He also substitutes 
?r*nrr! for nsrji*. The position of the 
words nn*>£“: tr m s, IIow thou art dcs- 

t i • -1 *' 


troged , has offended some fastidious crit¬ 
ics, some of whom would remove them 
to the beginning of the verse, and others 
to the commencement of the following. 
What might be accounted their natural 
place would be the end of the present 
verse; but the prophet, struggling to 
give expression to the feeling which agi¬ 
tated his mind, breaks in upon his illus¬ 
trations with the interjected exclama¬ 
tion, and then carries them on to a close. 
The words arc omitted by Jeremiah, 
rnzn has two leading significations: to 
be like; and, according with the Arab. 

milncravit, perdidit, to cause to 

cease, destroy , etc. LXX. iroO hu aneji- 

pi(f> 7 js ; having read rrio*:, a verb, 

which nowhere occurs in XljpKal. C*“, 

their sufficiency , i. c. what was requisite 

for supplying their present wants, or 

such a quantity as they had sufficient 

strength to remove. LXX, r a itcava 

► y 

eauTOi?. Syt. sujjiccntia 


eorum. The apodosis is omitted ; but 
there is a beautiful propriety in leaving 
it to be supplied by those to whom the 
appeal was made. 

6. The prophet here resumes his strnin 
of sarcostic plaint over the fall of Idumea, 
which he had abruptly adopted in the 
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And his hidden places searched ! 

7 All thine allies have driven thee to the frontier; 

Those who were at peace with thee have deceived thee; 
They have prevailed against thee : 

They that ate thy bread have laid a snare under thee; 
There is no understanding in him ! 


preceding verse, repeating the ‘rps there 
employed, which is again understood 
before . The patronymic ir v is con¬ 
strued as a collective noun with the 
plural of the verb, and, at the same 
time, with the singular pronominal affix. 
In the translation I have been obliged to 
employ the singular in both cases. 

like csisura, may either signify 

places where treasures are hidden , or the 
treasures themselves; or the term may 
be explained of hiding places , to whieh 
men resort in order to elude an enemy. 
I prefer the last of these significations, 
as better agreeing with the persons of the 
Edomites, mentioned in the former 
hemistich ; though the hiding of their 
treasures is also naturally implied. The 
form is that of the Arabic passive 

l in Such places abound in Idu¬ 
mea. “ Revera,” says Jerome, “ ut dica- 
mus aliquid de natura loci, omnis aus¬ 
tralis regio Idumieorum de Eleuthcro- 
poli usque Petram et Ailam (hacc est 
enim posscssio Esau) in specubus habi- 
tatiunculas habet. Et propter nimios 
calores solis, quia meridian a provincia 
est, subterraneis tuguriis utitur.” In¬ 
stead of the exclamatory form here 
employed, Jeremiah adopts that of 
direct personal assertion : —*3 

-ity-rsi changing', 
at the same time, xEn into and 

into r-ipcis. y T 

\ * T i ; « 

7. which in Kal has the signi¬ 

fication to send, send away , signifies in 
Piel, to dismiss, eject , expel , conveying 
the superadded idea of compulsion or 
violence. Connected, as here, with -y , 
the verb implies expulsion beyond the 
frontier specified ; and the whole sen¬ 
tence ig descriptive of transportation into 
a state of captivity. Thus the Targ. 
Sjr'Vae* sashF. ■)», they shall lead thee 


captive from the border. By ■'*£'3$, 

the men of thy covenant , are meant those 
who had formally pledged assistance to 
the Edomites; confederates, allies; by 
WH 1 the men of thy peace, neigh¬ 

boring states, which were cn terms of 
peace and friendship with them. LXX. 
&vdp€s tlp-TiviKoi, those who were peace¬ 
ably inclined towards them. Before 
supply **f- 3 S from the preceding 

— the men of thy bread; or “Vri*, may 

w 

be understood, those who eat thy bread ; 
and thus the phrase will be descriptive 
of dependents ; some of the poorer 
tribes of the desert, who subsisted on the 
bounty of the Edomites, and whose aid 
they might reasonably expect in case of 
any emergency. Comp. Ps. xli. 10 , where 
a similar combination of -fcnV Vrs with 

a • # 

^■iVj i'-K occurs ; though there the idea 
of familiarity, rather than that of de¬ 
pendence, seems intended to be ex¬ 
pressed. Five of Be Rossi’s MSS. and 
originally two more, read tps-rr?, instead 
of as also one of the early editions, 

the LXX. and Arab.; but the common 
rending is to be preferred. To *, thirty 
MSS., originally eleven more, four by 
emendation, the Sonein. and Complut. 
editions, the Sonein. Prophets, and the 
Syr., prefix the copulative, which the dif¬ 
ference of sense in the two verbs re¬ 
quires. There is some difficulty in de¬ 
termining the meaning of "ritis. LXX. 

tvfbpa; Syr. Mb* 3 , insidiat, Yulg. 

insidiee; Tnrg. sV 7 P, ojfendiculum — all 
agreeing in the idea of treachery, or the 
employment of means by which one 
might be subverted or ensnared. This 
seems to be the only suitable meaning 
in this place, as the signification of 
wound , which attaches to the word, 
Jer. xxx. 13, Hos. v. 13, the other pas- 



OBADIAfl. 


189 


8 Shall I not in that day, saith Jehovah, 

Cause the wise men to perish from Edom ? 

And the men of understanding from Mount Esau ? 


sages in which it occurs, Trill not, with 
any tolerable degree of propriety, apply. 
Two derivations have been proposed, 

the Arab. yyO^ distendit } equaliter , dis- 

tendity to which Tingstadius appeals in 
Supplement, ad Lexx. Hebrr. p. 23 ; 
but which is far-fetched, as there is no 
proof that the verb is used in the sense 
of spreading out a net, or the like; and 



mentitus fuit, 



fallwn , viendac- 


ium , with which the Hebrew to 

decline from the way of truth, has been 
compared. The use of Tp.nr ixrtr, they 
place under thee , most naturally suggests 
the idea of a gin or trap f which may be 
said to deceive or act falsely by those 
who tread upon it; so that the notions 
of treachery , plot, net t snare , may be 
combined in furnishing the true sig¬ 
nification. Fiirst, who derives the word 


from “ > *T, gives the significations thus; 
14 circumligare, obligatio vulneris, fascia, 
hinc medicina ; moraliter ; laqucorum 
conn ex to, perfidia faUax, insidiosa, frau- 
dulenta." To no quarter could the Idu- 
mcans look for aid. Their allies, their 
neighlxDrs, their very’ dependents, so far 
from assisting them, would act treach¬ 
erously towards them, and emplov every 
means, both of an open and covert 
nature, to effect their ruin. At the close 
of the verse, the prophet turns off again 
from the direct mode of address, and 
employs the third person, for the purpose 
of more emphatically exposing their lolly 
in placing confidence in those who were 
totally unworthy of it. It would be 
highly uncritical, with thcTarg., Ilougi- 
bant, and Newcome, to change ia, in 
him , into rjs, in thee. 

8. The Tdumeans confided, not only 
in the natural strength of their country, 
but in the superiority of their intel¬ 
lectual talent. That they excelled in 
the arts and sciences, is abundantly 
proved by the numerous traces of them 
in the book of Job, which was undoubt¬ 


edly written in their country. They 
were, indeed, proverbial for their ri’csn, 
philosophy, for the cultivation of which, 
their intercourse with Babylon and Egypt 
was exceedingly favorable, as were like¬ 
wise their means of acquiring informa¬ 
tion from the numerous caravans whose 
route lay through their country, thus 
forming a chain of communication be¬ 
tween Europe and India. Speaking 
of wisdom, the author of the book of 
Baruch savs, in reference to their celeb- 
rity as sages of antiquity, chap. iii. 22, 
23 : 

It hath not been heard of in Canaan, 
Neither hath it been seen in Teman. 

The Hagarcnes that seek wisdom upon 
earth, 

The merchants of Meran and of Teman, 
The mythologists, and investigators of 
intelligence, 

None of these have known the Tvays of 
wisdom, 

Nor remembered her paths/’ 

These sages are here called and 

their accumulated stores of wisdom are 
expressed by intelligence , the term 

which had just been employed at the 
close of the preceding verse. The inter¬ 
rogative is here strongly affirmative; 
and i in 'pissn is merely conversive. 
Vr? ■'n, the mount o f Esau , is the moun¬ 
tainous region of Seir, to the south of 


Palestine, now called > 1 jlz* , 

J 

Jebel Skerahy and 8 esk-Sherah, 

extending as far south as Akabnh. It 
was originally inhabited by the Horitcs, 
or Troglodyt®, so called because they 
dwelt in the eave9 of the mountains, 
whom the posterity of Esau expelled, and 
taking possession of the country, spread 
themselves as far towards the north as 
the bordtis of Moab, It was particularly 
to the more northerly portion of this 

reign that the name of 1 , Jebel, or 

• • 

Gebalene, was given, nn, mountain , 
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9 Thy mighty men, O Teman ! shall be dismayed, 

That every one may be cut off from mount Esau. 

10 For the slaughter, for the injury of thy brother Jacob, 

Shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be cut off for ever. 

11 In the day when thou didst take a hostile position, 

In the day when foreigners took captive his forces, 

And strangers entered his gates, and cast lots upon Jerusalem, 
Even thou wast as one of them. 


being here, and verse 0th, obviously used 
in a collective sense I have translated it 
in the plural. 

9. For Teman, Bee on Amos i. 

12. has been variously construed. 

Ewald unnaturally renders it, without 
battle. Schnurrer treats it as a participle 
in Pael or Poel, pointing it or 

and regarding it as equivalent to 

■ f ^ 

the Arab. JuLsU, vir prcclio aptus. He 

■would thus make it parallel with C'V.sa, 
mighty men t in the preceding hemistich, 
ltosenm uller, DeWctte, and some others, 
translate, by slaughter. Leo Juda, most 
ot the older modem translators, followed 
by Jaeger, Hesselberg, Hendewerk, and 
Maurer, render, propter cecdem , and 
suppose the prophet to be here assign¬ 
ing the cause of the destruction of the 
Idumeans which he had just predicted, 
intending more fully to dilate on the 
6ubjeet in the following verse. To this 
construction, however, it must be ob¬ 
jected, that it clogs the parallelism, 
which properly ends with nay “in, as in 
the verse preceding; and also that the 
words are too closely allied, 

both in form and reference, to admit of 
such a pause as that which is introduced 
by the Soph-Pasuk. I, therefore, do not 
hesitate to follow the division .of the 
veTses adopted by the LXX., SyT., Hex- 
aplar Syr., Vulg., Dathe, Lively, New- 
oome, and Boothroyd, by which 

is removed from verse 9th, and placed at 
the beginning of verse 10th. 

10. TT'riN carra Viapa. Both nouns 
are in construction with , q , 'Ht$, and the 
genitive thus formed is that of object: 
the slaughter of, and the violence done to, 
thy brother . The Edomites had not only 


slain the Hebrews, but injured them in 
every possible way; and their cruelties 
were highly aggravated by the considera¬ 
tion, that those who were the objects of 
them were descended from the same com¬ 
mon parent. Comp. Amos i. 11. Ja¬ 
cob is used as a patronymic to denote 
the Jew's. Two distinct periods in the 
future history of the Idumeans are here 
pointed out: that during which they 
should be the subjects of ignominy as a 
conquered people: and that during which 
they were to be entirely extinct. From 
the former they recovered about a cen¬ 
tury before the Christian era; but they 
were reduced by John Hyreanus, and 
afterwards lost every vestige of their 
separate existence. 

11. This and the three following verses 
contain a series of pointed expostulations, 
which, while they inculpate the Idu¬ 
means, describe the various modes in 
which they had manifested their malice 
towards the Jews. Some have thought 
thatnastt -.'ey means here to stand aloof, 

vv • ' T 4 

to assume a neutral position, whence one 
may observe the movements of two op¬ 
posing parties ; but the declaration at 
the end of the verse, as well as what is 
stated in verses 13th and 14th, clearly 
shows that the phrase is to be taken in a 
hostile sense, as in 2 Sam. xviii. 13 ; Dan. 
x. 13. That Vn is not to be rendered 

m ^ 

wealth or riches in this passage, but/orces, 
army , or the like may be inferred from re¬ 
ference being made to the division of the 
substance of the citizens of Jerusalem by 
lot in the following hemistich. Gvu 
and j describe the Chaldeans, by 
whom Jerusalem was taken. is in 

Piel, contracted for m Comp. **»i, 
Lam, iii. 63. Instead of’my *b, the read- 

t T l F 
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12 Thou shouldest not have looked on in the day of thy brother, 
In the day of his being treated as an alien; 

Thou shouldest not have rejoiced over the sons of Judah, 

In the day of their destruction : 

Neither shouldest thou have spoken insolently 
In the day of distress. 

13 Thou shouldest not have entered the gate of my people, 

In the day of their calamity ; 

Thou, even thou, shouldest not have looked on their affliction, 
In the day of their calamity ; 

Nor stretched forth thy hand to their wealth, 

In the day of their calamity. 


ing of the text, many MSS., four of the 
earliest printed editions, and some more 
recent ones, exhibit v'lyi, the full form, 

T 1 1 

as proposed by the Keri. That the word 
may originally have been read as the sin¬ 
gular, is clear from its occurrence in this 
number, ver. 13 ; but then, in both 
cases, it is to be taken as a collec¬ 
tive. 

12. The future forms 

nt-P” -N, sizr} - Vs, 
ninVin—Vs, "lizyr^Vs, and -iron“Vs, 
arc all qualified in signification, by the 
circumstance, that the speaker has a past 
event prominently in view, in reference 
to which he places himself and those 
whom he addresses in the time of its 
passing, and points out what was their 
duty in reference to it. They are prop¬ 
erly subjunctives of negation, expressive 
of what should not have been done, and 
therefore have the usual force of the im¬ 
perative. “ Verba Hebraorum saepe non 
actum, sed debitum vel officium signi- 
ficat.” Glassii Philolog. Sacr. lib. iii. 
tract. 3, can. 6. Nicholson’s Ewald, 
§ 264. 2 nsi, means here to look upon 

with malignant pleasure , to feast one’s 
eyes with the calamity of another. 
Ipr.K 21 % the day of thy brother, is 
afterward explained by i-2 2 , M 2 S. 

m 2 , 2 ’V'W, which describe the calamit- 

T 1 T 

ous circumstances in which the Jews 
were placed, tv, day, is often used to 
express a disastrous or calamitous period. 
*! 2 :, which is taken actively to denote 


severe treatment , punishment. Job xxxi. 
3, is here used passively of the experience 
of such treatment. Comp, the Arab. 



ac durus fail; gravis ac 


difficilis; improbavit . The idea radically 
inherent in the term is that of treating 
any one as a stranger, t. e. an alien or 
enemy, ns to enlarge , or make 

great the mouth, Ger. den Jlfund toll 
nehmen : to use insolent or contumelious 
language, such as those employ who 
exult over a fallen foe. Comp. Ezck. 
xxxv. 13. 


13. 22 in is emphatic. 

nsrsVrii*, some take to be the third plu¬ 
ral feminine, having for its object ; 
but the entire construction of the pas¬ 
sage requires the second person singular 
masculine, nV?P . The syllable n3 is 
added with a view to give intensity to 
the verb, as in Jud. v. 26; thus express¬ 
ing the eagerness with which the Idu- 
mcans seized upon the spoil. Rosen- 
muller is of opinion that the n is pa- 
ragogic, and the 2 epenthetic ; but 
Gesenius is rather inclined to compare 
it with the energetic Future of the 
Arabs. Lchrgcb. p. 801. LXX. 


avveiri&fi ; Syr. 




Vulg. non emitteris; Targ. SPU^snS^i* 

Sec for more instances of this intensive 
form Job xvii. 16; Is. xxviii. 3; Exod. 
i. 10. For the omission of t, hand, see 
2 Sam. vi. 6 ; Ps. xviii. 17. 
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14 Neither shouldcst thou have stood at the pass, 

To cut off those of his that escaped; 

Neither shouldest thou have delivered up those of his 
That were left in the day of distress. 

15 For the day of Jehovah is near against all the nations ; 
As thou hast done, it shall be done unto thee; 

Thy deed shall come back upon thine own head, 

16 For as ye have drunk upon my holy mountain, 

So shall all the nations drink continually ; 

Yea, they shall drink and swallow greedily, 

And shall be as though they had not been. 


1-i. is commonly rendered biviam, 
a pal ling of a way, or a place where a 
road breaks off into two. I should rather 
think, from the idea of violence implied 
in that it signifies a break or dis¬ 
ruption in a rock or mountain, through 
which a passage might be effected into 
the region beyond. Comp, n-^r; pnEtt. 
1 Kings xix. 11. LXX. hi€K0o\aL Syr. 

.0 7 V 

| A n a narrow passage between 

two mountains. In all probability, the 
reference is to the means employed to 
cut off the retreat of those Jews who at¬ 
tempted to pass through Idumea on 
their way to Egypt, whither they fled 
from the Chaldeans. p^En \y iiz'jy to 
stand at the ravine or pass , graphically 
describes the attitude of those who are 
watching in order to intercept a caravan, 
or a body of travellers, especially in the 
rugged mountainous regions to the south 
of Judea. The Idumcans not only in 
this way prevented the escape of the 
fugitives ; they carried them back as 
prisoners, and delivered them up to the 
enemy. 

15. In this verse, the conquest of Idu¬ 
mea and all the neighboring nations 
by Nebuchadnezznr is declared to be 
at hand. In the war which he was to 
carry on against them, due retribution 
would be rendered to the Edomites, 
Comp. Ps. exxxvii. 7, 8. Por the phrase 
d*t» the day of Jehovah , see on Is. 

ii.’ 12. 

1(1. ThcTarg., Kimchi, Munster, Yata- 
blus, Calvin. Michaelis, Hendcwcrk, and 
Hitzig, consider the Idumeans to be still 


addressed, and most of them explain 
their drinking on Mount Zion of the fes¬ 
tivities with which they celebrated the 
victory gained over tire Jews, (irotius 
refers the words to the same people, 
only he takes the verb rifio in the bad 
sense, as denoting the drinking of the 
cup of divine wrath, and renders 

on account of my holy mountain, 

which he explains thus: ‘“propter Ju- 
daeam a vobis lacossitam." Hut it seems 
more natural to regard the words as di¬ 
rected, by a sudden apostrophe, to the 
Jews, assuring them, that, though the 
sufferings to which they had been sub¬ 
jected were great, still greater punish¬ 
ment would be inflicted upon the hostile 
nations bv which they had been attac ked. 
The punishment which they suffered was 
only temporary; that of their enemies 
would be perpetual. The structure of 
the passage requires the verb to be taken 
in the same sense in both parts of the 
verse. Such, in effect, is the construc¬ 
tion put upon the words, Jer. xlix. 12. 
Compare also chap. xxv. 15-29. In 
this manner the verse is interpreted by 
Abenezra, Mercer, Tremellius, Drusius, 
Lively, Rosenmuller, Schnurrer, Do 
Wet to, Ilessclbcrg, and Maurer. In¬ 
stead of continually , the reading 

around , is exhibited in not fewer 
than seventy-eight MSS. ; in seventeen 
more originally ; in three others in the 
margin ; in seven of the earliest printed 
editions; and a few other authorities : but 
all the ancient versions support tbn f of 
the Textus Reccptus, which, according 
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17 But in Mount Zion shall be the escaped, 

And it shall be holy: 

And the house of Jacob shall enjoy their possessions. 

18 And the house of Jacob shall be a fire, 

And the house of Joseph a flame ; 

And the house of Esau shall become stubble, 

And they shall set them on fire, and devour them.; 

So that there shall not be a relic of the house of Esau; 
For Jehovah hath spoken it. 

19 And they of the south shall possess Mount Esau, 

And they of the plain, the Philistines; 

They shall also possess the country of Ephraim, 


to De Rossi, is found in all the most 
accurate and best MSS., both Spanish 
and German. In all probability 2 * 20 , 
was substituted by 6omo copyist from. 
Jer. xxv. 9. What proves that the LXX. 
had the word in their Hebrew text. 

i ^ " 

is their having mistaken it for “ns n, 
rendering it oivov, wine. to sicai- 

low or suck dozen with greediness . Arab. 

s’* and I j avidus ; 

• • 

multum aqua? bibit. Comp, r'b the 
throat; 5 V 2 , to swallow , etc. The idea 
intended to be conveyed by the use of 
the verb here is that of drinking com- 
pletehj off the cup of wrath, as a thirsty 
person would a vessel of water. 

17. Obadiah here commences his pre¬ 
dictions respecting the restoration of the 
Jews from the Babylonish captivity; 
their re-oecupaney of Canaan ; and the 
reign of the Messiah. While the sur¬ 
rounding nations were to disappear, the 
Jews should regain possession of their 
holv citv, and the land of their fathers. 

m w W 

r.U’Vs means such os had survived the 

f ■« - 

w 

captivity, rnp, holiness, i. e. holy, re¬ 
fers to Mount Zion, which had been pol¬ 
luted by the idolatrous Chaldeans. See 
on Joel iv. 17. Jaeger and llcsse lbcr£r 

0 D 

refer the suffix in their pos¬ 

sessions, to the hostile nations spoken of 

in the preceding verse; but less natur¬ 
ally. 

18. Though the houses of Jacob and 
Joseph are here spoken of separately, it 
■was not the intention of the prophet 

25 


to teach that the two kingdoms of 
Judah and Israel would be re-estab¬ 
lished ; yet the special mention of Jo¬ 
seph clearly shows that the ten tribes 
were to return at the same time, and, 
jointly with Judah and Benjamin, to 
possess the land of Palestine and the 
neighboring regions. Sec Is. xi. 12-14; 
Hos. i. 11. The restored Hebrews would 
unitedly subdue the Idumeans, which 
they did in the time of John Ilyrcanus, 
who compelled them to be circumcised, 
and so incorporated them with the Jews, 
that they henceforward formed part of 
the nation. See Joseph. Antiquities, 
book xiii. chap. ix. 1. For the meta¬ 
phorical language, comp. Num. xxi. 28 ; 
Is. x. 17 ; and, for the ground of it. Is. 
v. 24. 

19. By 353 , the south , or the southern 

■ b 

part of Palestine, is meant those who 
should occupy it; and by ri^E'in, the 

plain , those who should occupy the low 
country along the shore of the Medi¬ 
terranean. LXX. O l iv Kayi0 ; ol iv 
tt) 2e0aA<f. According to the relative 
positions of those who should take pos¬ 
session of the different parts of the holy 
land, was to be the enlargement of 
their territory by the annexation of the 
adjoining regions, which had formerly 
been occupied by alien or hostile powers. 
A9 there is no subject specified before 
■ri-xs ““ts t^ES rt*, it would 

’ L ■■■ • • ■ i ■ » ■■ 

■ ft - 9 m 

seem to be intimated that the regions 
of Ephraim and Samaria were to be oc¬ 
cupied by the Jews and Israelites jointly. 
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And the country of Samaria; 

And Benjamin, Gilead. 

20 And the captives of this host of the sons of Israel, 
That are among the Canaanites, 

As far as Zarephath. 

And the captives of Jerusalem, 

That are in Sepharad, 

Shall possess the cities of the south. 


without any regard to tribal distinctions: 
and the reason why the tribe of Benja¬ 
min is mentioned, is merely on account 
of the proximity of Gilead to the terri¬ 
tory which it originally possessed. That 
the is here employed to denote, not a 
plain or level country, but a region or 
district in general, is obvious from the 
nature of the territory to which refer¬ 
ence is made. The mountainous country 
of Idumea is called tins Gen. 

xxxii. 1. 

20 . Vn, i. e. V'h. an army, host, etc-, 
is here used to express the number of 
Israelitish captives which were found in 
Phoenicia, into which they had been sold 
at different times as slaves, and thence 
into Greece. See Joel iii. 6, 7. fsyra 

* "S' i 

is elliptical for t“:y:s3, which is the 

reading of three MSS. Before rEis ny, 

- ; 1 

supply from the following. 
Zarephath, or Sarepta, now called 

Surafend , a town belonging to 

Sidon, and situated between that city 
and Tyre, close to the shore of the Medi¬ 
terranean. According to the etymology 
of its name, it must have been a place 
for smelting metals. In the rocks along 
the foot of the hills, Dr. Robinson found 
many excavated tombs, which he makes 
no doubt once belonged to this ancient 
city. Palestine, vol. iii. p. 414. The 
name is still given to a large village on 
a hill at some little distance. What 
city or country is meant by n-EC, it has 
* been hitherto found impossible to de¬ 
termine. The LXX. ’E<f>pa5d T which in 
all probability is a corruption of 2c <ppa- 
Sd. Aq., Symro. and Theod. (rcupuptLS. 

Hexap. Syr. but the Peshito 


y y 

j , 1 g> Spain, with which agrees 

N*72E_ts of the Targ. : an interpretation 
unanimously adopted by the Rabbins, 
who in like manner concur in interpret¬ 
ing rE"S of France. Jerome, as in¬ 
structed by his Jewish teacher, renders 
it the Bosphorus. Some refer it to 
Sipphara in Mesopotamia, some to 
Sparta, in support of which hypothesis 
they appeal to 1 Macc. xii. 21 ; while 
others propose n*^EC, Sephara , Gen. x. 
30, or the town of 2a7r<£dp, mentioned 
by Ptolemy, as lying between the terri¬ 
tory of the Homcrites and Sabsoans. To 
judge from the other geographical rela¬ 
tions stated in this and the preceding 
verse, we should conjecture, that some 
place to the south or east of Judea is 
intended. The following list of cities 
and places in the possession of the Jews 
in the time of Alexander Jannsrus is 
given by Josephus : uarh tovtov rbv 
tcaipbv fjbrj riv 2 vpwv «al 'Ibovp.aitoi' 

Kal Qotvbcw e?x o,/ I°w5a7of srpbs 

&aA dcrop per ^rparuvos vvpyov, ’AitoAAgj- 
viav, ’idmrrjv, ’id/u'tmv, ‘'Aj/urav, Ta^av, 
’Avi^TjSdva. "Pafy^av, "?ivOK6\ovpav‘ iv 5c tt? 
pwroycia «arck t)\v *15 ovfiatav, "ABa >pa, 
Kal M ipiaaav, kclL "Zapapaav, K app^Xiov 
opos, Kal t5 ’I ra&vpiov Upos, 2«ud(f7ro- 
A tv, rd5apa, TauAavlrjBa, 2tAer>wc<av, 
rd^QaAa, Ma»aj9^r<5as, ’ E<rcre£a>j', Mfj- 
Bafla, AcjuJ95, ’O pd>vos, TcAZ-^wj/a, ZDpa, 
KlKtKiov Ai'Kwva, IlfAAav — &AAas re 
irdAciy ■jrpwTcuot'O'as tt )s 2vptas, at ^aav 
KctTMTpafififi'ai. — Antiq. book. xiv. eh. 
iv. 4. 

21 . Though forty-four MSS., besides 
several others at second hand, and eight 
printed editions, read cyriiw instead of 

there is no difference in the 

m 

meaning, the former reading being 
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21 And deliverers shall come up in Mount Zion. 
To judge Mount Esau ; 

And the kingdom shall be Jehovah’s. 


merely defective in orthography. The 
LXX., Aq., Theod., Syr., and Arab., ap¬ 
pear to have read or t'V'cvc in 

the passive, 'which is unsuitable to the 
connection. Jerome observes that the 
word is active. Such saviors , or de¬ 
liverers are meant, as those who were 
raised up in the time of the Judges. 
There can be little doubt that the cele¬ 
brated family of the Maccabees are in- 
tended, whose valiant princes governed 
the Jews for the period of an hundred 
and twenty-six years, during which 
time signal victories were gnined over 
the Idumeans, as narrated 2 Macc. x. 


15-23. Joseph. Antiq. hook. xiii. chap, 
ix. 1. ts-p is here used in the sense 
of punishing, as in 1 Sam. iii. 13 ; and 
xz t ■ j in the phrase 2 Exod, 

xii. 12 ; Num. xxxiii. 4. Comp. Kpivw, 
Acts vii. 7. The concluding words of 
the prophecy, r.'z'h'izr. rp-'? nhini. re¬ 
fer to he reign of the Messiah, called so 
frequently in the N. T. ^ 0<uriA«ta tow 
0 €oC. Comp. Dan. ii. 44, vii. 27. But 
for the introduction of this kingdom, no 
restoration of the Jews would have taken 
place; the temple would have remained 
in ruins, and the land a scene of desola¬ 
tion. 
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PREFACE. 

Against no book of Scripture have the shafts of infidelity and the sap¬ 
ping arts of anti supernaturalism been more strenuously directed than against 
that of the Prophet Jonah. As early a9 the days of Julian and Porphyry 
it was made the subject of banter and ridicule by the pagans, who accused 
the Christians of credulity for believing the story of the deliverance by 
means of a fish; and, in modern times, while the enemies of revelation have 
evinced the same spirit, many of its pretended friends have had recourse 
to methods of interpretation, which would not only remove the book from 
the category of inspired writings, but, if applied to these writings generally, 
would annihilate much that is strictly historical in its import, and leave us 
to wander in the regions of conjecture and fable. Blasche, Grimm, and 
some others, suppose the whole to have been transacted in a dream; but, 
as Eichhorn justly observes,* there is not a single circumstance in the nar¬ 
rative that would suggest such an idea; and, besides, whenever any account 
is given of a dream in Scripture, the fact that such is the case, is always in¬ 
timated by the writer. The manner in which the book commences and 
closes, is also objected to this hypothesis, which J. G. A. Muller f scruples 
not to assert we are on no ground whatever (dureh gar niclits,) warranted 
to adopt. The theory of an historical allegory was advanced and maintained 
with great learning, but, at the same time, with the most extravagant license 
of imagination, by the eccentric Herman von dcr Hardt, Professor of the 
Oriental languages at the university of HclmstedtJ According to this 
author, Jonah was an historical person, but is here symbolical partly of 
Manasseh, and partly of Josiah, kings of Judah; the ship was the Jewish 
state; the storm, the political convulsions which threatened its safety; the 
master of the ship, Zadok the high-priest; the great fish, the city of Lybon 
on the Orontes, where Manasseh was detained as a prisoner, etc. SemleT 
Michaclis, Herder, Hezel, Staudlin, Paulus, Meyer, Eichhorn, Niemeyer, 
etc. have attempted to vindicate to the book the character of a parable, a 
fable, an apologue, or a moral fiction; while Dereser, Nachtigal, Ammon, 
Bauer, Goldhorn, Knobel, and others, consider it to have had historical 
basis, and that it has been invested with its present costume in order that 
it might answer didactic purposes. On the other hand, Rosenmiiller, Ge- 

* Einleit. Band iv. $ 675. t Talus Memorabilien. Stuck vi p. 154. 

t -dSnigmata prisci Orbi9. Jonas in Luce, etc. Uelmstedt. 1723, fol. For the full title of 
this remarkable book, see Bosenmilller's Prolegom. 
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senius, De IVette, Maurer, and Winer, derived it from popular tradition ; 
some tracing it to the fable of the deliverance of Andromeda from a sea 
monster, by Perseus, Apollod. ii. 4, 3; Ovid, Metamorph. iv. GG2, etc.; and 
some, to that of Hercules, who sprang into the jaws of an immense fish, and 
was three days in its belly, when he undertook to save llesionc, Iliad, xx. 
145, xxi. 442; Diod. Sic. iv. 42; Tzetz. ad Lyeophr. Cassand. 33; Cyrill 
Alex, in Jon. ii. 

Much as some of these writers mav have in common with each other, there 
arc some essential points on which they are totally at variance ; while all 
frankly acknowledge the difficulties which clog the subject 

The opinion which has been most generally entertained, is that which ac¬ 
cords to the book a strictly historical character; in other words, which af¬ 
firms that it is a relation of facts which actually took place in the life and 
experience of the prophet. Nor can I view it in any other light, while I 
hold fast an enlightened belief in the divine authority of the books compos¬ 
ing the canon of the Old Testament, and place implicit reliance on the au¬ 
thority of the Son of God. Into the fixed and definite character of the 
canon, I need not here enter, having fully discussed the subject elsewhere ;* 
but assuming that all the books contained in it possess the Divine sanction, 
the test to which I would bring the question, and by which, in my opinion, 
our decision must mainly be formed, is the unqualified manner in which the 
personal existence, miraculous fate, and public ministry of Jonah, are spoken 
of by our Lord. He not only explicitly recognizes the prophetical office of 
the son of Amittai ('I wa rov irpo<p7}Tov), just as he docs that of Elisha, Isaiah, 
and Daniel, but represents his being in the belly of the fish as a real miracle 
(t2> (n}fie7ot') ; grounds upon it, as a fact, the certainty of the future analogous 
fact in his own history; assumes the actual execution of the commission of 
the prophet at Nineveh ; positively asserts that the inhabitants of that city 
repented at his preaching; and concludes by declaring respecting himself, 
“Behold! a greater than Jonah is here.” Matt. xii. 39-41, xvi. 4. Now, 
is it conceivable, that all these historical circumstances would have been 
placed in this prominent light, if the person of the prophet, and the brief 
details of his narrative, had been purely fictitious ? On the same principle 
that the historical bearing of the reference in this case is rejected, may not 
that to the Queen of Sheba, which follows in the connection, be set aside, 
and the portion of the first book of Kings, in which the circumstances of her 
visit to Solomon are recorded, be converted into an allegory, a moral fiction, 
or a popular tradition ? The two cases, as adduced by our Lord, are al¬ 
together parallel; and the same may be affirmed of the allusion to Tyre and 
Sidon, and that to Sodom in the preceding chapter. 

It may be said, indeed, that a fictitious narrative of the moral kind would 
answer the purpose of our Saviour equally well with one which contained 
a statement of real transactions; just as it has been maintained, that the 
reference made by the Apostle James to the patience of Job, suited his pur- 
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pose, irrespective of the actual existence of that patriarch; but, as in the 
one case, a fictitious example of patience would prove only a tame and 
frigid motive to induce to the endurance of actual suffering, so, in the other, 
a merely imaginary repentance must be regarded as little calculated to en¬ 
force the duties of genuine contrition and amendment of life. 

Certainly in no other instance in which our Saviour adduces passages out 
of the Old Testament for the purpose of illustrating or confirming his doc¬ 
trines, can it be shown, that any point or circumstance is thus employed 
which is not historically true. lie uniformly quotes and reasons upon them 
as containing accounts of universally admitted facts; stamps them as such 
with the high sanction of his divine authority; and transmits them for the 
confident belief of mankind in all future ages. 

It is only necessary further to add, that if the book had contained a para¬ 
ble, the name of some unknown person would have been selected, and not 
that of a prophet to whom a definite historical existence is assigned in the 
Old Testament. On perusing the first sentence, every unprejudiced reader 
must conclude that there had existed such a prophet, and that what follows 

is a simple narrative of facts. The formula “i'ekV -is so 

appropriated, as the usual introduction to real prophetical communication, 
that to put any other construction upon it would be a gross violation of one 
of the first principles of interpretation. Comp. 2 Chron. xi. 2 ; Is. xxxviii. 
4 ; Jer. i. 4, 11, ii. 1, xiv. 1, xvi. 1, xxviii. 12, xxix. 30 ; Ezek. iii. 1G ; Ilag. 
i. 1, 3, ii. 20; Zech. iv. 8. 

Against the plenary historical character of the book, the miraculous nature 
of some of the transactions has been objected ; but, referring for an investi¬ 
gation of these transactions to the commentary, and taking for granted an 
interposition of miraculous agency in the deliverance of the prophet, when 
cast into the sea, may it not be fairly asked whether there is nothing in the 
circumstances of the ease to justify such interposition ? The commission 
was most important in its own nature, but likewise most unusual, and con¬ 
fessedly most hazardous in its execution; one from which it was extremely 
natural for Jonah to shrink, and which required the most confirmatory 
evidence of its divine origin to induce him to act upon it. The miracle 
selected for the purpose of furnishing him with this evidence, however extra¬ 
ordinary in itself, was in exact keeping with the circumstances in which he 
was placed; and, in so far, was parallel with those wrought in connection 
with the mission of Moses, Exod. iii. iv.; of Elijah, 1 Kings xviL; and of 
Christ and his apostles. And it is undeniable, that most of the writers 
who have called it in question, have either flatly denied the existence of 
all Scripture miracles, or attempted, in some way or other, to account for 
them on mere natural principles. The same mode of reasoning which goes 
to set aside one, will, if fully carried out, go to set aside all. 

That our prophet is the same who predicted the restoration of the ancient 
boundaries of the kingdom of the ten tribes, 2 Kings xiv. 25, is rendered 
certain by identity of name, parentage and office ; and as that prediction re¬ 
ceived its accomplishment in the reign of Jeroboam EE., it is obvious he must 
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at l&st have been contemporary with the monarch, if he did not flourish at 
a still more early period. lie is justly considered to have been one of the 
most ancient of all the Hebrew prophets whose writings are contained in the 
canon. 

Whether Jonah composed the book himself, or whether it was written at 
a more recent period, has been matter of dispute. Of the circumstance, that 
he is 9poken of in the third person, no account is to be made, since it is a 
style of writing frequently adopted by the sacred penmen, as it also is by 
profane authors. Nor can the occurrence of two or three Chaldee words, as 
r: - 2S, a ship , to think , tv'**, command, be justly objected against the early 
authorship; for the prophet must have had considerable intercourse with 
persons who spoke foreign languages, ■which could not but exert some in¬ 
fluence on bis style. With respect to as it is also the Syriac 

^ 1 • 

| A 1 a ^ ro . and Arabic there is every reason to conclude that it 


was the nautical term in use among the Plucnicians, and so might have been 
adopted at an early period into all the cognate dialects, though they had 
other words by which to express the same thing. The use of the compound 
particles and does not necessarily argue a late date, since there 

was nothing to prevent their being appropriated under the circumstances of 
the prophet, jnst as they came to be adopted, under somewhat similar cir¬ 
cumstances, by other writers. The employment of v, the abbreviated form 

of -rx, in Judges v. 7, is an undeniable example of its adoption at an early 

« r 

period; and it is indeed very doubtful whether it be proper to regard it as a 
Chaldaism at all, though it is fouud in some portions of the Hebrew Scrip¬ 
tures and not in others !* It has also been alleged against the antiquity of 
the book, that the writer uses the substantive verb in the past tense, when 
describing the size of Nineveh, r,i ■vn n*.:*': 1 '. chap. iii. 3; as if 

“ ' i ■ i : t " i 1 i ^ * 

the city had been destroyed before his time; but the past tense is evidently 
employed for the simple purpose of preserving uniformity in the style of the 
narrative, and, as De Wette acknowledges, hedeutet nichts .f 

In point of style, the book is remarkable for the simplicity of its prose : the 
only portion of poetry is chap. ii. 3-10, which possesses considerable spirit 
and force, though some parts of it are evidently a repetition of certain sen¬ 
tences in the Psalms of David, with which the prophet appears to have been 
familiar. 

Of the numerous traditions, both Jewish and Christian, which profess to 
give us information respecting Jonah, I would say with Luther, Das fflauhe 
v:cr da will , ich fjlauhe es nicht. All that we learn from Scripture is, that his 
father’s name was Amiltai, and that his birth-place was Gath-hcpher (ra 
-En-, 2 Kings xiv. 25; -E.n Josh. xix. 13), a city in the tribe of Ze- 
bulon, from which latter circumstance it appears that lie was an Israelite, 
and not a Jew. 

In this book the patience and clemency of God are strikingly contrasted 


• Sec Holden on Ecclesiastes, In trod. Dissert, pp. 10-13. 
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with the selfishness and unbelief of man ; and, a9 inserted in the canon of 
Scripture, it was no doubt primarily designed to teach the Jews the moral 
lessons, that the Divine regard was not confined to them alone, but was 
extended to other subjects of the general government of God; that wicked¬ 
ness, if persisted in, will meet with condign punishment; that God has no 
pleasure in inflicting such punishment, but delights in the repentance of the 
guilty; and that if pagans yielded so prompt a compliance with a single 
prophetic message, it behooved those who were continually instructed by the 
servants of Jehovah, seriously to reflect on the guilt which they contracted 
by refusing to listen to their admonitions. It has been usual to speak of 
Jonah as a type of our Saviour, and numerous points of resemblance have 
been attempted to be established between them, to the no small injury of 
the blessed character of the latter: whereas, there is nothing more in the 
passage of our Lord’s discourse (Matt, xii.), from which the notion has been 
borrowed, than a comparison of his own consignment to the tomb for the 
same space of time which the prophet spent in the belly of the fish.* The 
record of the event in the Jewish Scriptures could never have suggested to 
its readers, before Christ made the reference, the subject in the anticipativc 
illustration of which he applies it. 

* See the excellent remarks of the Her. W. Lindsay Alexander, M. A. on types, in liis 
Congregational Lectures, Lect. VIII. 



CHAPTER I. 


We have here qd account of the prophet’s commission to preach at Nineveh, and his attempt 
to evade it by embarking for Spain, 1-3; uu extraordinary storm by which he was bullied 
in his purpose; the alarm of the sailors, and the means which they adopted for their 
safety; the detection of Jonah; his being thrown into the sea; and his preservation in the 
belly of a fish, 4—17- 


1 The word of Jehovah was communicated to Jonah, the son of 

2 Amittai, saying: Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and 
proclaim against it; for their wickedness is come up before me. 


1 . From the circumstance that the 
book commences with the conjunction 
% commonly rendered and , some have 
inferred that it is merely the fragment 
of a larger work, written by the same 
hand; but though this particle is most 
commonly used to connect the following 
sentence with something which precedes 
it, and is placed at the beginning of his¬ 
torical books to mark their connection 
w ith a foregoing narrative, as Exod. i 1; 
1 Kings i. 1 ; Ezra i. 1 ; yet it is also 
employed inchoatively where there is no 
connection whatever, as Ruth i. 1; Esth. 
i. 1 ; and, as specially parallel, Ezck. i. 1. 
It serves no other purpose in such ca^es 
than merely to qualify the apocopated 
future, so a9 to make it represent the 
historical past tense. The proper names 

Jonah , and Atnittai, signify 

a dove , and veracious or truthful , but 
why they were given to the prophet and 
his father we are not informed. 

2 . By an emphatic idiom, arise t 

is used before another verb, as a term 
of excitement, ru'j Nineveh, the 
ancient capital of the Assyrian empire, 
w r as situated on the eastern bank of the 
Tigris, opposite to the modem town of 
Mosul. The name is generally allowed 
to signify “ the residence of Ninus/' 
from "j'S, Ninas, and n*;, a dwelling; 
but, according to Hebrew usage, the 
words should be reversed in order to 
bring out this meaning. By the Greek 
and Roman writers, it is called Nu/oj, 

26 


Ninus, after its founder, who must have 
been indcntical with Nimrod, to whom 
the foundation of the city is ascribed, 
Gen. x. 11. For, that Ashur, is 

there to be understood of the country so 
called, or Assyria, and not of a person of 
that name, is evident from vcr. 22, 
where Ashur is mentioned as a descen¬ 
dant of Shem, and not of Ham. The 
omission of the local n, which might 
have been expected to form n-.ris, can¬ 
not be brought as an objection, since it 
is frequently omitted. Sec Num. xxxiv. 
4 ; Dent. iii. 1. In point of size, it might 
w r cll be designated that 

great city, having been os stated ehap. 
iii. 3, ‘‘ three days’ journey " in circum¬ 
ference. If we reckon a day’s journey 
at about twenty miles, which is the 
average rate of travelling in the East, it 
will give us sixty miles; which, how 
immense soever it may appear, quite 
agrees with the estimate stated by 
Diodorus Siculus, ii. 3 : viz. 480 sta¬ 
dia in circuit, 150 stadia in length, 
and 90 stadia in breadth. He further 
calls it Nu'or p.cya\rf, and adds, ttjAi- 
KavTqv 5e iro\iv ouSels vartpov ftcTurt 
Hard Tf rb nryf&os tou Trepi$o\ov, ffol 
rfyy irfpl tb re7\os p.eyaXoTrpfnuai'. 

Making every allowance for the large 
spaces occupied l>y gardens, etc., it must, 
according to the computation specified* 
ehap. iv. 11, have contained a population 
of upwards of six hundred thousand 
souls, which is nearly equal to that of 
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3 But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish, from the presence of 
Jehovah; and he went down to Joppa, and found a ship going 
to Tarshish, and paid the fare thereof, and went down into her, 
to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of Jehovah. 


Paris. As'it had long been the mistress 
of the East, and its situation was favor¬ 
able for commerce, it possessed immense 
wealth, but was, at the same time, no¬ 
torious for the most flagrant corruption 
of manners. After a siege of three years, 
it was taken by Arbaces the Mede, 
about the seventh year of Uzziah ; and a 
second time by the united forces of 
Cyaxarcs the Mede, and Nabopolassar, 
viceroy of Babylon, n. c. 626. mV? sip* 
make a proclamation against it. This 
proclamation consisted in the announce¬ 
ment, that, within the space of forty 
days, the city should be destroyed. Vj> 
the LXX. and Vulg. render in; and 
some would assign to the word the sig¬ 
nification to, which Vs has, ehap. iii. 3 ; 
but it better agrees with the flight of 
Jonah to retain that of against. The 
idea of his going to so great a city for 
the purpose of denouncing punishment 
against its wicked population so appalled 
him that he shrunk from the task. It 
is also more in keeping with the reason 
assigned in the following clause of the 
verse. The phrase mm. i:sV r.V y, to go, 
or come up before Jehovah , is expressive of 
whatever is supposed specially to attract 
his notice, "and require his interference. 
Comp. -;eV 50, Gen. vi. 13 ; *V_n rjo, 
xix. 21. Bafiv\wv p ficy(L\i\ ipvfjaib tj 
Ivdmiov rov Qfov, Rev. xvi. 19. A i 
i\(T]po<7vvcu aov 6. v 4 filler ay rls iivrgi&ovvov 
tpir poff^ty t ov 0 foD, Acts x. 4, 

3. For mriP, Tarshish, see on Is. 
xxiii. 10. The Rabbins vacillate between 
Tarsus and Tunis. Jonathan has sm, 
the sea. Jonah resolved to make his 
escape into the most distant regions of 
the West. Com. Ps. cxxxix. 7. mm -i*. 

1 • H , 1 

which strictly means the face, person , or 
presence of Jehovah , is sometimes em¬ 
ployed to denote the special manifestation 
of his presence, or certain outward and 
visible tokens by which he made himself 
locally known. Thus God promised 


that his presence (-rs), i, c. the sensible 
tokens of his presence, should accompany 
the Hebrews on their march to Canaan. 
Exod. xxxiii. 14. Comp. Ps. ix. 3, 
lxviii. 2, 8. It is also employed in 
reference to the place or region where 
such manifestations were vouchsafed, as 
Gen. iv. 14 ; where it obviously signifies 
the spot where the primitive worship was 
celebrated, and sensible proofs of the 
Divine favor were manifested to the 
worshippers. 1 Sam. i. 22, ii. 18 ; Ps. 
xlii. 3. In like manner, the place where 
Jacob had intimate communion with 
God, was called by that patriarch Vs*:s, 
the face , or manifestation of God , Gen. 
xxxii. 31. The interpretation, therefore, 
of David Kimehi, y-‘N >s nx* 1 tsr xsr. *d 
mi vV? sV I’-nV nxir.V Vs-m, 

he imagined that if he went out 
of the land of Israel, the spirit of proph¬ 
ecy xcould not rest upon him , is perhaps 
not wide of the mark. Jar chi to the same 
effect, y-sV rssnrra mva yso, 

The Shekinah does not dwell out of the 
land. Though, as Thcodorct observes, he 
well knew that the Lord of the universe 
was everywhere present, yet he supposed 
that it was only at Jerusalem he became 
apparent to men ; \aro\apfiavwv Spus 
iu fiovT) 'IcpovoaXfyp aiirby itO itTcibai t))V 
iTntpdreiav. For the reason of Jonah’s 
flight, see on ehap. iv. 2. *ry is used of 
going down to the sea-eoast from any in¬ 
land place, so that it cannot be inferred 
from the use of the term that it was 
at Jerusalem Jonah received his com¬ 
mission. *’e% Iapho , LXX. 'iSim-q, Arab. 

liU, Yapha , Jaffa, Joppa , a celebrated 
• « / 

harbor on the east coast of the Medi¬ 
terranean, at the distance of ten hours 
from Jerusalem, of which it is properly 
the seaport. However insecure, it was 
used as a harlxir as early as the days of 
Solomon. 2 Chron. ii. 16. It was like¬ 
wise thus appropriated in the Persian 
period, Ezra iiL 7 ; and was deemed so 
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4 But Jehovah caused a great wind to conic down upon the sea, 
and there was a great tempest in the sea, and it was nppre- 

5 hended the ship would be wrecked. Then the mariners were 
afraid, and cried, each to his god, and threw out the wares that 

j 

were in the ship into the sea, to lighten her of them ; but as for 
Jonah, he had gone down into the innermost part of the vessel, 
and lay fast asleep. 


important in the time of the Maccabees, 
that, when recovered from the Syrians, 
it was fortified, and afterwards under¬ 
went various fates. Its present population 
amounts to about 7000 souls, to n, which 
usually signifies to come, come into, enter, 
is obviously here used in the acceptation 
go, (jo out. Com. Num. xxxii. G. *->r t, 

■v i ■. 

her hire , i. c. of the vessel, the fare which 
Jonah had to pay for a passage in her ; 
not, that he engaged the vessel, as 
Bonjoin, after Jarehi, would have it. 
‘pVnn ir-V n**n tor:D n >2 pn, only 
what he was obliyed to pay as his share. 
Abcnezra. This fare, it has been thought, 
he paid beforehand, that he might secure 
his flight from the land of Judea; but it 
may have been owing to a prudential 
condition on the part of the captain. 
The affix in refers to the ship’s 

crew, understood. 

4. The force of to cause to come 

• • 

down at full lenyth , on application to the 
storm, will appear on consulting Josephus, 
who, speaking of the dangerous naviga¬ 
tion of Joppa, says : Kara r ovrov traAev- 
ovai rois a7ri» rrjs ’I&nnjs {mb rbv ?&> 
iri/€Vfia filaiov 4triwlTrTfi' p.*\ap.@6p*toy 
{mb rwv TavTy ir\wi£ofi.4i'ov uaKcirai. 
u As they were driven about here, a 
violent wind fell upon them, which is 
called by those that sail there, the black 
north wind” Do Bello Jud. iii. ix. 3. 
The whole section deserves to be read. 
CoveTdale renders, “ But the Lord hurled 
a greate wynde into the see.” rrin, the 
ship t i. e. t by metonymy, the persons on 
board, thought she would founder. Thus 
Kimchi; but Jarehi, r*>s*Ta 

she appeared as if she should be 

broken. Syriac J Q<n |LsoiAio 



or teas tossed , etc. LXX. 4ki vbvveve. 
It is best to render the verb imper¬ 
sonally. 

5. t-n b'c., mariners, from salt , the 

• f " " V 

quality of the water which they navigate. 
Syr. and Arab, the same. Comp, Ezck. 
xxvii. 9,27,29. Kimchi, “:tt, 

those who handle the oars , with reference 
to the ancient mode of propelling vessels 
at sea. Being in all probability Phoe¬ 
nicians, they had each his tutelary deity, 
whose interposition he invoked in the 
hour of danger. From the circumstance 
that D'Vs signifies vessels, Benjoin infers, 
that the ship had not taken in a regular 
eargo, Jonah having paid the entire 
freight; but -Vs is used with such lati- 
tude of signification in the Hebrew Scrip¬ 
tures, that it may be understood of any 
kind of manufactured articles, such as 
those enumerated Ezek. xxvii. which 
formed the merchandise of Tyre. These 
the Phoenicians conveyed to Spain, 
whence they brought back cargoes nf sil¬ 
ver, iron, tin, and lead. That something 

more ponderous than a few vessels on 
the deck is meant, is evident from whnt 
follows in the verse, 4k0o\tjk 4iroir,<TavTo, 
the words employed by the LXX. in 
translating which are the same which are 
used by Luke, Acts xxvii. 18. The dual 
form in n3*EDri -risi- ; the sides or ftco 

sides of the vessel, is not to be pressed ; 
the word in this number being adopted 
in Hebrew usage to express a recess or 
remote part of any place. Comp. Ps. 
exxviii. 3 ; 1 Sam. xxiv. 4 ; Is. xiv. 15 ; 
the innermost part, best expresses the 
meaning. Kimchi otherwise explains it, 

■)» min Vtt, to one of the sides , 
and appeals to Judges xii. 7, and Zeeh. 
ix. 9, in proof of the plural being 
used instead of the singular. Sec Ge- 
senius, Lelirgcb. p. 665. It has been ob- 
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6 And the captain went close up to him, and said to him: IIow 
is it, thou art fast asleep ? Arise, call to thy God; perhaps God 
will think upon us, that we perish not, 

7 And they said to each other : Come, and let us cast lots, that 
we may know on whose account this calamity hath happened to 

8 us: and they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. And they 
said to him: Tell us now on what account this calamity hath 
happened to us ? What is thine occupation ? And whence com* 

9 est thou ? What is thy country ? And of what people art thou ? 
And he said to them : I am an Hebrew, and I fear Jehovah, the 


jeeted to the historical character of the 
book, that it is not to be supposed that the 
prophet could jxjssibly have composed 
himself to sleep in the circumstances 
here described; but nothing was more 
natural than for a person after the fa¬ 
tigues of a journey, with a mind worn 
out by excessive anxiety, to be thrown 
in spite of himself, into such a condi¬ 
tion. tTH*' 1 , which the LXX. render nal 

— i ■> ” 

epe7X f * I s designed to qualify the preced¬ 
ing verb, by expressing the profound 
stupor into which Jonah had sunk. 
There is a singular beauty in putting 
n: *■', the name of the prophet, in the 
nominative absolute. 11 But as for Jo¬ 
nah " — while all were full of consterna¬ 
tion, expecting every moment to become 
a prey to the raging elements, he lay 
perfectly unconscious of what was trans¬ 
piring. For ship, which occurs 

only in this place, see the Preface. 

C. V zn p lit. the master of the rope- 
men — bn being used as a collective. 
Com. ST2U zn, chief of the body-guard^ 
2 Kings xxv. 8 ; t*C — a 21 , chief of the 
eunuchs. Dan. i. 3. Kimchi explains 
thus : “eV r-Vs-.r. 

■JE2 I—!prs “Vir? 1—Ptti Y-'s-’fcp 
0 r>s2“, “ the ship-men are called rope- 
men, because they draw and loosen the 
ropes, of the mast, according to their 
skill** LXX. np^peus. Vulg. gubcm- 
ator, r" : "rr, to show oneself consider- 

■ ■ m 

ate, to think of, set one's mind upon ; in 
Kal, to invent, fabricate. produce splen¬ 
did work ; hence the noun pr?, artifi¬ 
cial work. Song v. 14. The idea of shin¬ 
ing seems to be a secondary mean¬ 
ing ; see Jer. v. 28. Comp. p.SaPr?, 


thoughts, Ps. cxlvi. 4. The verb has 
the signification of thinking , purposing, 
etc. both in Chaldee and Syriac. LXX. 


BiatrdaT}. Targ. Cn-pn, Syr. . * T - 7 

to deliver, Hitzig prefers the idea of 
shining, being friendly, gracious, and the 
like. Having found that th< ir heathen 
deities rendered them no assistance, the 
crew were anxious to tiy the effect of 
supplication on the part of Jonah to the 
God of the Hebrews, cither fiom the 
supposition that he was stronger than 
their own gods, or that he might be dis¬ 
pleased with the prophet, and required 
to be placated. It deserves to be noticed, 
that the word for God is here used with 
the article 0‘p‘tyn, -which is certainly 
designed to give emphasis to it; God — 
the true God. Comp. Dcut. iv. 3o, 
D'riVsr: p.np'', and 1 Kings xviii. 

♦ ... 1 -» ; 0 

39,t*p\:sp pprr a~n’?:Kr; rip\ 


Are we to infer from this circumstance, 
that the captain was a worshipper of Je¬ 
hovah ? 

7-9. The easting of lots was com¬ 
mon among the nations of antiquity, 
not only when they wished to know 
some future event, but also when they 
would determine eases of difficulty, and 
especially criminal causes, in which no 
witnesses could be obtained. The mode 
of using them is not. described in Scrip¬ 
ture, but from the verb Vs:, V*Ep, to fall , 
cause to fall, heing commonly employed, 
it is probable it was by shaking the lots 
in some box or vase, and then causing 
them to fall on the ground. Comp. 
Prov. xvi. 33,where to throw down . 
is used, in connection with p*n, the bosom, 
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10 God of heaven, who made the sea, and the dry land. And the 
men were greatly afraid, and said to him: What is this thou 
hast done ? For the men knew that lie was fleeing from the 

11 presence of Jehovah, because lie had told them. They further 
said to him: What shall we do to thee, that the sea may cease 
from raging against us ? for the sea groweth more and more 

12 tempestuous. And he said to them : Take me up, and throw 
me into the sea, and the sea shall cease from raging against 
you; for I know it is on my account this great tempest is upon 
you. 

13 And the men rowed hard to regain the land ; but they 


or large fold of the garment in front of 
the body ; intimating, that lots were also 
mixed there for the sake of secrecy, 
lit. for that which is to whom, i. e. 

‘)2 for whose guilt. The words in 
ver. 8, cV rs-'n nsnn "rz? are 

i * » t t ■; 

omitted in two of Kennicott’s MSS., in 
the Sonein. edition of the Prophets, and 
in the Vatican copy of the LXX,; and 
Kennieott’s MS. 154, omits “tsV, most 
probably both by emendation, in order 
to avoid the repetition of what had been 
said in vcr. 7. We should rather have 
expected -irss. “ on account of 

wh it; ” but "c may be taken in a neuter 

sense, like the corresponding * 

in Ethiopie, as indeed, it is in the phrase 

“ What is thy name?” Jud. 

xiii. 16. Comp, also 1 Sam. xviii. 17, 
*71 “ What is my life r ” Micah i. 5, 

rrtea “is—apr* rrn—c, " What 

' - i . i ■■ — — •• . r 

% w 

is the sin of Jacob ? ” — » What are the 
high places of Judah 5 ” Hexaplar Syr. 

on account of what. Leo 

Juda : ** unde sit nobis hoc malum.” 
The seamen were anxious to learn every 
particular connected with the history of 
Jonah, in order that they might discover 
the real cause of the storm. S"i“, to fear, 
followed by the accusative, signifies to 
cherish feelings of reverence, to reverence, 
honor, etc., and is not here to be inter¬ 
preted in the Bense of being afraid, which 
would have required the preposition -,>3 

before the object in such a case as the 
present. 


10 . what is this thou 

1 « T - 

hast done? is not put for the purpose of 
obtaining information respecting his 
flight, lor it is immediately added, that 
he had previously informed them of it, 
but is a formula which is intended to 
produce a strong feeling of disapproba¬ 
tion in the breast of him to whom it is 
addressed, conveying, at the same time, 
the idea of surprise that he could have 
been guilty of such conduct. *Comp. 
Gen. iii. 13, xii. 18, xx. 9. The ques¬ 
tion shows that what Jonah had said 
respecting the character of the true God, 
had made a deep impression upon the 
minds of the sailors. 

11 . They had clearly the conviction, 

that as the prophet was the cause of the 
storm, some step must be taken in order 
to get rid of him ; but how to dispose of 
him they knew not. That they wished, 
if possible, to save his life, is clear from 
the sequel. conveys the idea of 

subsiding, so as no longer to bear down 
upon with violence, and graphically de¬ 
scribes the threatening attitude of a tem¬ 
pestuous sea, rising above the ships that 
are exposed to it. pryd properly signi¬ 
fies to settle down, be still, cease from rag¬ 
ing. -yfei ^bg. lit. going and storm in g, 
meaning, to go on, increase, become more 
and more tempestuous ; a common idiom 
in Hebrew. Comp. Exod. xix. 19 ; 
1 Sam. ii. 26, xvii. 41 ; Esth. ix. 4 ; 
Prov. iv. 18. 

13. ^rn, to dig, or break forcibly 
through anything , is strongly expressive 
of the great effort made by the seamen. 
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could not, for the sea grew more and more tempestuous against 

14 them. And they cried to Jehovah, and said : O now Jehovah ! 
let us not perish, we beseech thee, for this man’s life ; and lay 
not innocent blood to our charge: for thou, 0 Jehovah ! hast 

15 done as it pleased thee. And they took up Jonah, and threw 

16 him into the sea, and the sea ceased from its rajnnor Then the 

7 O O 

men feared Jehovah greatly, and offered a sacrifice to Jehovah, 
and made vows. 


to avoid sacrificing the life of Jonah. 
IA\. irapef}id£otn-o. At supply 

rs. 

• i, i V 

11 . An affecting prayer for pagans 
to present to the true God ! The words, 
n'zs: >::“■'■?:$ “ m .rr are peculiarly 
earnest and tender, nas. the same as 

T 1 7 

K3S, which Gesenius takes to be com- 
pounded of ns, oh ! and to, the usual 
particle of entreaty. Comp, the Arab. 

obsecro. The Keri marks n in 

as redundant, and a great number 
MSS. read “p:. srE:, life, means here life 

I * T V . 

that is taken away, having *p3 Bn, in¬ 
nocent blood, corresponding to it in the 
following clause. Comp. Deut. xix. 21; 
2 Sam. xiv. 7. Coverdale, well as to the 
sense, ** this man’s death. 1 ' The refer¬ 
ence is not to anything that Jonah had 
done, but to what they were about to do 
to him. Vy t'n ina, to give blood upon , 
means to charge with murder. Syr. 

jj, impute not. The sense is, 

w 

let us not be found guilty of killing an 
innocent person. In the concluding 
words of the verse, they refer the whole 
affair to the mysterious providence of 



God. They had not been brought into 
their present circumstances by any con¬ 
duct of their own; nor could they 
account for the guilt of Jonah, since 
he was chargeable with no act of immo¬ 
rality. Yet he was the object of Divine 
displeasure. 

15, 16. They now proceed calmly, 
though with great reluctance, to act in 
accordance with wfrat they had been led 
to regard as the will of the Most High. 
The calm appears to have taken place 
instantaneously. According to the Rab¬ 
bins, Grotius, and some others, they 
did not actually offer a sacrifice, but 
only purposed to do it before Jehovah, 
i. e. at Jerusalem; but it is more natural 
to conclude that they sacrificed some 
animal that was on board, and vowed 
that they would present greater proofs 
of their gratitude when they returned 
from their voyage. Michaelis thinks 
they intended to perform their vows 
when they reached Spain. 

“ Quin; ubi transmissae steterint trans 
sequora classes, 

Et positis aria jam vota in litore solves.” 

JEneid. iii. 403. 


CHAPTER II. 

With the exception of the first and last verses, which give an historical account of the fate 
of Jonah as preserved by a great fish, this chapter contains a brief but beautiful hymn of 
deliverance. It was in all probability composed immediately after his reaching th* dry 
land, but embodies some of the leading topics in reference to which he called upon Jeho¬ 
vah during his stay in the deep. 


1 (Chap. i. 17.) No w Jehovah had appointed a great fish to 
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swallow Jonah. And Jonah was in the bowels of the fish three 
days and three nights. 


1 . (Chop. i. 17, in our common ver¬ 
sion.) It has been supposed by some 
that the iish here spoken of was created 
at the moment for the purpose of swal¬ 
lowing the prophet, though, according 
to Rabbi Tnrphon, it was ns-.TSTs 

r'rs-z “ts", prepared for the purpose at 
the creation of the world ; but there is 
nothing in the original word nsTS which 
at all suggests the idea of creation or 

production. Like the Arab. <s^> 

ccrta quanitatc certoque modo dejinivit 
aliqui rem ; dec ret us fuit , it properly 
signifies to appoint, order, arrange , and 
the like, so that all that can be legiti¬ 
mately inferred from its use in this place, 
is, that, in the providence of God, the 
animal was brought to the spot at the 
precise time when Jonah was thrown 
into the sea, and its instrumentality 
was wanted for his deliverance. In 
other words, it was the result of a special 
pre-arrangement in the Divine plan, 
according to which the movements 
of all creatures are regulated, and 
rendered subservient to the purposes 
of God's universal government. LXX. 
TpofreVa^e. Comp. chap, iv 6-8. On 
the subject of the fish itself various opin¬ 
ions have been broached. Mutianus, 
and after him Hermann von dcr Hardt, 
would have it to be nothing more than 
an inn, with the sign of “ The Whale," 
into which Jonah was received after 
having been cast on shore! Less pro¬ 
posed the theory of a ship with this 
name, which happened to be close by and 
rescued the prophet; while Thaddacus 
supposed that, on being thrown out of 
the vessel, he lighted upon a large fish, 
on which he rode for the time specified, 
and was at last cast on shore ! Till the 
time of Bochart it was commonly sup¬ 
posed to have been the balama, or whale 
properly so called, owing to a mis¬ 
interpretation of KjjTQs, Matt. xii. 40, 
which signifies any gTcat fish in general. 
With much ingenuity that learned author 
endeavors to prove, that it must have 
been the carcharias, or dog-fish, which, 


though not the size of a whale, yet has 
so large a gullet, and so capacious a 
stomach, that one of them has been 
found to contain a warrior, clad in .all his 
armor. Bochart, Ilierozo. p. ii. lib. v. 
cap. xii. Others have supposed that it 
was a shark, a species of fish abounding 
in the Mediterranean, exceedingly vora¬ 
cious, and in the belly of which whole 
men have been found. See Rarkhurst’s 
Greek Lexicon, sub. voc. Kt}toj. But 
we may well acquiesce in the decision of 
Rosenmiillcr : “Tota ha^c de pisce Jonae 
disquisitio vana videtur atque inutilis." 
The Scriptures leave it entirely undecided 
to what species of marine animals the 
fish belonged ; merely stating that it waa 
Vnj a great fish, one sufficiently large 
for the oecasion. Much has been written 
to relieve the transaction of the miracu¬ 
lous ; but that it is physically possible 
for a human subject, which has been 
accustomed for years to breathe the vital 
air, to exist without respiration, or upon 
the foul air in a fish, for the length of 
time here specified, has never been 
proved. The position of Abenezrn is 
the only one that can, with any consist¬ 
ency, be maintained : rvh? r.z 1*8 
p-i -ectsh nT 'Z CjXi r.vx: 'tz ns“r: -s’Tsn 
: C3 rri'Tsn, “ No man has the power of 
living in the bowels of a fish for a single 
hour : how much less for such a number 
of hours, except by the operation of a 
miracle/’ The transaction was, as Kim- 
chi observes, Q*c:n “,ts rr;8, one of the 
miracles. As such it is unequivocally 
recognized by our Lord, when he calls it 
a <mpuov, a sign or token of divine inter¬ 
position, a supernatural event, manifes- 
tive of the power of God, Matt. xii. 39 ; 
and it behooves all his disciples implicitly 
and cordially to receive his decision. 
For the period of “ three days and three 
nights," see Whitby on Matt. xii. 40. 

2. For V^Erai, comp. V*5 ErP% 1 Sam. 

■ 

ii. 1. Some of the Rabbins, Hezcl, and 
others, would argue from the use of its, 
from, out of, and not a, in, before “V>s, 
that the prayer of Jonah was not pre- 
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2 And Jonah prayed to Jehovah his God from the bowels of the 
fish, and said: 

3 I cried because of my distress to Jehovah, 

And he answered me ; 

From the interior of Sheol I cried out: 

Thou hear dost my voice. 

4 Thou didst cast me into the deep, 

Into the midst of the seas ; 

So that the current surrounded me ; 


sented while he wag in the belly of the 
fish, but after his deliverance; but this 
interpretation is justly rejected both by 
Abenezra and Kimchi. The preposition 
marks the place from which he directed 
his thoughts to the Most High. Comp. 

yonis, ver. 3 ; p 8 . C xxx. 

1; nsEnypa. Ps. cxviii. 5. The final n 
in is not feminine, as has been 

T T - # 

supposed, and upon which assumption 
certain Rabbins have built the theory, 
that a still larger female fish swallowed 
that in which Jonah was preserved ; 
but the n paragogic, which corresponds 
to the Btatua cmphaticua of the Aramaic, 
and is designed to strengthen the termi¬ 
nation. For other instances in which it 
is added, at the same time that the noun 
takes the article, comp, re-inn, Judges 
xiv. 18; nmian, Ps. cxvi. 16. The 
position of the accent is of no account. 

3, 4. The hymn which commences 
here is partly descriptive, partly pre¬ 
catory, and partly cucharistical. These 
tw r o verses arc introductory, as is clear 
from the use of i:«v, and give 

expression to the feelings and pious 
exercise of the prophet in the awful 
circumstances into wTiich he had been 
brought. That the language, not only 
of the prayer, but also of the intro¬ 
duction, is in part borrowed from the 
Psalms, appears from the following com¬ 
parison : 


Psalm cxx. 1. 

Jonah ii. 3. 

■‘fenmxa rrn'—Vt* 

'V mutt 'l-ifcnp 

► tii - * V 

-i t * tPi 

; 133^*1 “'nttn ft 

: 133**1 nin’-UK 

• “ -I ; V 

xlii. 8. 

ver. 4. 

T-Vil 

1 V - \ I v n 1 ** 

» V - ; 1 VM ■ 

-IT - f 

1 1 ~ T 


xxxi. 23. 

ver. 5. 

•'P-lK.N 13M1 

» * ■* t « * 1 - 

. - V - : - 

XTFZ'y “t;.m i 

1 v ~ vv * ■ ; -: • 

V3'* nr-sis -pva-i: 

lxix. 2. 

ver. 6. 

m 

:tE3—T? 

i f ■ T 

C'£ *':^EE s 


i’i't: — \y 

v ■.* m 

exlii. 4. 

ver. 8. 

i *i *es titayrmn i 

• ~ * 1 •*- ; - ; 

*^ ^ « ■ * *» ¥■* ^ 
** tr * r -/ Will / i 1 ' j 

• i t - ' i > : 

xxxi. 7. 

ver. 9. 

« * - 

Cy»‘£'>3 

• 

; iVun 

• T " f ^ 

* ft 

• 

: Kii;"-'Van 

• T • • - ■“ 

9 

m. 9. 

ver. 10. 

nin* 1 * 

t ; ~ - 

: niri-V nrre: 

T ' 1 1 * 

On the supposition 

that Jonoh was 


familiar with the Psalms, it w r as very 

w w 

natural for him to incorporate sentences 
taken from them with hiB own lnnguagc» 
just as we frequently do in extempore 
prayer, without thinking of the portion 
of Scripture from which they arc derived. 
Vinsj mn, lit. the belly of Sheol, i. e. the 
vast and hidden receptacle of the de¬ 
parted. Targ. eosiVn p*yrs io,from the 
lowest pari of the abyss, but less properly. 
The remark of Jerome is : “ Vcntrum 
infori alvum ceti intelligamua, quae tnn- 
tae fuit magnitudinis, ut instar obtincret 
infemi.” Before nbsurts, ver. 4, supply 
e. ins, commonly used of a river , but 
here it is to be understood of the strong 
current or stream of the sea, which flows 
like a river. There is no foundation for 
the opinion of Abenezra and Kimchi, 
that it was intended to describe the con¬ 
fluence of the waters of a river w r ith those 
of the sea. 

- Kal h.v rroranolo fx't&pa 

’flfceapoi), turnip y&tffis ir&yrctrat tct vk- 

rai. Iliad, xiv. 245. 
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All thy breakers and thy billows passed over me. 

5 Then I said : 

I am cast out from before thine eyes, 

Yet I will look again towards thy holy temple. 

6 The waters press around me to the very life ; 

The abyss encompasseth me ; 

The weed is bound to my head. 

7 I go down to the clefts of the mountains; 

As for the earth, her bars are shut upon me for ever. 
But thou wilt bring up my life from destruction, 

O Jehovah my God ! 


MfV(rw yap peyaKot rorapoi *ai 5c tvh 
ffeedpa, 

’Clntavbs ficy irpwra . Odyss . xi. 156. 

Tt iv 5e Kar y 'CLtccavbv iroraphy <pepc nvfia 
f>ooio. Ibid. 638. 

o. Having described his condition, the 
prophet now proceeds to give the words 
of his prayer, nin*'. *'3'9 to be be - 
fore the eyes of Jehovah, means to be 
the object of his special notice and care. 
Jonah had fled from the Divine presence 
in Canaan, but now he feels that he is 
expelled even from the abodes of life, 
and cut off, as it were, from the regard 
of that Providence which watches over 
the children of men. Still he does not 
abandon himself to despair. He con¬ 
fidently expects to be restored to the 
enjoyment of his privileges in the temple 
at Jerusalem, and there to render thanks 
to God for his deliverance. Green would 
supply the negative kV before r,*e*'x, 
and Hitzig would point for ^s, 

how; but both without any authority. 
Such sudden transitions from fear to 
hope are frequently expressed in Scrip¬ 
ture. 

6 . rsr —even to, or to the very soul, 
i. e. the animal life; meaning, to the ex¬ 
tinction of life. q?,c, is the alga , or 
weed, which abounds at the bottom of 
the sea, and from which the Arabian 
Gulf takes the name of the sea 

of weeds. Kimchi explains it by Kisij, 

■ 

the papyrus, or bulrush. Gescnitis refines 
too much when he attaches to rsan in 
this place the idea of binding round the 
head like a turban. Assuredly Jonah 

27 


had no such idea in his mind. He rather 
describes how he felt, as if entangled by 
the sedge or weeds through which he 
was dragged. 

7. C'axp, sections, cuttings , clefts , from 

aap, to cut; Arab. ■ _ > ^ abscidit, 
* • 

rcsecuit. Thus the LXX. axiapas 
opeW. Vulg. extrema montium. Targ. 

the roots of the mountains. 
The word describes the deep indentations 
ot clefts made in the roots of mountains 
which project into the sea, or those 
divisions which are found in the rocks 
at its bottom. V“>sn, the earth, is 

1 V « ▼ 

emphatically put in the nominative ab¬ 
solute, as the object to which the affec¬ 
tions of the prophet still clung. He 
was expelled from it, as from a habi¬ 
tation, and its bars had been shut upon 
him, so that he could not return. Ge- 
senius takes the bars to be'those of Sheol; 
but, as we have the gates 

of Sheol, Is. xxxviii. io, the phrase here 
must have been rnma Vitfri, and not 

5 iB « r • 

* - ■ ■ 

rvma if such had been the 

v ■/ 1 ", r V 1 » 

meaning. is put elliptically for 

-tyn the verb, -;o being obvi¬ 

ously implied. Jonah adds, dVii'V, f°r 
ever , to express the impossibility of his 
ever again reaching the dry land, by any 
effort of his own. Yet, exposed ns he 
momentarily was to death in the region 
of corruption {rfiri, the pit , or grave,) 
he confidently expresses his hope that 
God would restore him. lie asserts his 
interest in Jehovah by calling him “ his 
God.’* 
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8 When my soul was overwhelmed within me, 

I remembered Jehovah; 

. And my prayer came in unto thee. 

Into thy holy temple. 

9 They that regard lying vanities 
Forsake their Benefactor. 

10 But as for me, I will sacrifice to thee with the voice of thanks¬ 

giving ; 

What I have vowed I will perform: 

Salvation belongeth to Jehovah. 

11 And Jehovah commanded the fish, and it vomited forth 

Jonah upon the dry land. 


8. The prophet here resumes his de¬ 
scription of the circumstances of distress 
to which he was reduced, his application 
to Jehovah, and the answer which he 
received to his prayer. The composition 
of this and the following verses, like that 
of verses 3 and 4, belongs to a period 
subsequent to his deliverance; yet while 
describing his condition, he occasionally 
directs his language to Jehovah, towards 
whom, as his deliverer, his thoughts nat¬ 
urally rose. trlSypn, to be in a state 

* I • • 

of faintivess, swoon, from to cover, 

to involve in darkness, overwhelm . LXX. 
well, as it respects the sense: ’Ey r<p 

inXeitreiv air 1 4fiov rfyv f 100 - 

9. A striking description of idolaters, 
but which may also be extended to all 
who prefer created objects, in any shape, 
to God. D^ron, lit. their mercy or good¬ 
ness ; by metonymy for their Benefactor: 
i. e. God, the author and source of all 
goodness: the Supreme Good. Comp. 
Ps. cxliv. 2, where David calls God his 
"ten. The word properly signifies kindness 
or benignity, and most appropriately desig¬ 
nates Him who is good to all, and whose 
tender meTcies are over all his works. 

o i» o v 

The Syriac reads, y Vn . thy 

mercy, which Green, on this authority 
alone, admits into the text! 

10. Deeply sensible of the merciful 
interposition of Jehovah on his behalf, 
Jonah now solemnly engages to give ex¬ 
pression to his feelings of gratitude by 
accompanying his presentation of sacri¬ 
fice with a song of praise, and faithfully 


performing his vows, of which we may 
conclude, the execution of his commission 
to go to Nineveh formed none of the 
least. The paragogic n in is in¬ 

tensive. Comp. Ps. iii. 3. In both pas¬ 
sages, the deliverance is ascribed to Je¬ 
hovah as its author, as the V in 
imports. 

On reviewing this prayer, and weigh¬ 
ing the import of its several terms, it is 
obvious, that though Jonah was in a 
state of consciousness while in the belly 
of the fish, he had no idea that such was 
his situation. On the contrary, he ap¬ 
pears to have been under the impres¬ 
sion that he was engulfed in the sea, 
now forcibly carried along by its current, 
now entangled among its weeds, and 
now sinking into the profound ravines 
of its rocks. 

11. Green and Boothrovd, on mere 

* t , 

conjecture, remove this verse from its 
present position, and insert it before the 
hymn. Such a transposition Hitzig pro¬ 
nounces to be violent, unnecessary, and 
in short, a perversion of the passage. 
It is not stated where the prophet was 
cast on shore, but in all probability it 
was somewhere on the coast of Palestine. 
According to some, the fish carried him, 
during the three days and three nights, 
down the Mediterranean, and through 
the Archipelago, and the Propontis, into 
the Euxine sea, and deposited him on 
the south coast, at the nearest point to 
Nineveh I Not to mention how the 
Rabbins make him reach that city by 
the Tigris!! 
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CHAPTER III. 


This chapt. contains an account of the renewal of the prophet’s commission, 1,2; his preach¬ 
ing to the Ninevites, 3, 4; the universal humiliation and reformation effected byit,5-‘J; 
and the reversal of the Divine sentence by which the city had been doomed to destruc¬ 
tion, 10. 


1 An'd the word of Jehovah was communicated to Jonah a second 

2 time, saying: Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and make the 

3 proclamation to it which I order thee. And Jonah arose, and 
weDt to Nineveh, according to the word of Jehovah. Now Nin¬ 
eveh was a great city even to God, of throe days’ journey. 

4 And Jonah began to enter the city, a journey of one day ; and 
he proclaimed, and said : Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown. 

5 And the men of Nineveh believed in God, and proclaimed a 
fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them, even to the 

6 least of them. And the subject reached the king of Nineveh, 
and he arose from his throne, and put oft' his robe, and covered 

7 himself with sackcloth, and sat in the ashes. And a proclama- 


3. D*»rf^siV riV'iT* "l"?* a 9 rea t t° 

God. This phrase has been variously ex¬ 
plained. Some, with Kimehi, deem it 
merely a superlative form; Gescnius con¬ 
strues the V instrumentally, great through 
God , i. e. through his favor. Others con¬ 
sider it to be equivalent to ■'ssV, 

before God , Gen. x. 9. Thus the Targ. 
^ Of this last interpretation I 

approve, as it was most natural to refer 
the size of a city, to which the Hebrews 
could form no adequate conception, to 
the Divine estimation. I have accord¬ 
ingly rendered the words literally, as our 
preposition to is often used to note opin¬ 
ion or estimate. For the dimensions of 
Nineveh, as here given, see on chap. i. 
2. The opinion of Abarbanel, that the 
diameter of the city is intended, is justly 
exploded. 

4. It is impossible to determine how 
far Jonah penetrated into Nineveh, since 
it is probable that in making hia an¬ 


nouncement he would stop at different 
places, as the crowds might collect around 
him. 

5. When believing in 

God , is spoken of in reference to such as 
had previously been ignorant of him, t 
must be taken as involving the recogni¬ 
tion of his being and character as the 
true God, and not simply their giving 
credit to the announcements of his mes¬ 
sengers. To express the latter, V ■p-Kn. 

is employed. See Gen. xlv. 26 ; Is liii. 
1. All, without distinction of age or 
rank, put on sackcloth, the usual attire 
of deep mourning. 

6 -8. Who the king of Assyria was at 
the time, is not certain. Pul, the first 
monarch of that empire mentioned by 
name in Scripture, did not begin to reign 
till n. c. 769. Some are of opinion that 
it was Sardanapalus; if so, his rep< nt- 
ance was the more remarkable, for ac¬ 
cording to the ancients he was pro- 
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tion was made through Nineveh, by order of the king and his 
grandees, saying, Let neither man nor beast, ox nor sheep, taste 
anything ; let them not feed, neither let them drink water, 

8 Bat let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and ery 
mightily unto God; and let them turn every one from his 
wicked way, and from the violence which is in their hands. 

9 W ho knoweth but that God may turn and repent, and turn 
away from the fierceness of his anger, that we perish not ? 

10 And God saw their works, that they turned from their wicked 
way, and God repented of the evil which he had said he would 
inflict upon them, and he inflicted it not. 


verbially notorious on account of his pro¬ 
fligacy. 

14 Et vcncre, et coonis, et plumis Sarda- 
napali.” Juvenal. Sat . iii. 

It is said that he composed for his 
epitaph, 41 Eat, drink, play ; after death 
there is no pleasure .” The description of 
the mourning here given is very affect¬ 
ing. That the irrational animals should 
be represented as partaking in it, is far 
from unnatural. 

“ Non ulli pantos illis cgorc diebus 
Frigida, Daphni, boves ad flumina : nulla 
neque amnem 

Libavit quadrupes, nec graminis attigit 
herbam,” Virg. Eel. v. 24. 

11 Post bellator equus, positis insignibus, 
jFthon 

It lacrymans, guttisque humeclat gran- 
dibus ora.” JEneid. xi. 8D. 

Plutarch informs us that when Masistias, 
a Persian general, was slain, the horses 
and mules were shorn, as well as the 
Persians themselves. 

9. The Jewish interpreters follow the 
construction put upon the words ^ 
who knotoeth, in the Targum: 
vain rr"PS ivs*, whoever is consctow 


that there are crimes in his hands ; only 
Kimchi proposes another, "o 

712'rrr;, He who knoiceth the ways of 
repentance ; but it is obviously a formula 
expressive of greot guilt, yet involving 
the hope of pardon. Coinp. Joel ii. 14. 

10 . God is anthropopathically said to 
repent, when he changes his mode of 
procedure, or acts differently from what 
his promises or threatening*? had given 
reason to expect. The threatening in 
the present case having been conditional, 
was repealed on the performance of the 
implied condition. To what extent the 
repentance of the Ninevites was genuine 
in its character, and how long the refor¬ 
mation of manners here specified lasted, 
we are not informed ; but there Is Teason 
to fear it was of short continuance, for 
after their city had been besieged for 
three years by Arbaces the Mode, it was 
taken and destroyed. Diod. Sic. ii. 26, 
etc. Thus fell the ancient Assyrian 
dynasty, and gave place to that of the 
Modes, which continued till the time of 
Cyaxarcs, when Nineveh, which had 
been rebuilt, was again destroyed, and 
finally ceased to be an imperial residence. 
See Preface to the Book of Nahum. 
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CHAPTER IY. 


The selfish and repining spirit of the prophet, and the means employed by Jehovah to re¬ 
prove and instruct him , axe here set forth. 


1 But Jonah was exceedingly displeased and vexed. And he 

2 prayed to Jehovah, and said : Ah ! now, Jehovah ! was not this 
my word while I was yet in my own country ? Wherefore I an¬ 
ticipated it by fleeing to Tarshish; for I knew that thou art a 
gracious and merciful God, long-suffering, and of great kindness, 

3 and repentant of the evil. And now, O Jehovah ! take, I pray 
thee, my life from me; for my death were better than my life. 

4 And Jehovah said to him : Art thou much vexed ? 


1. Unwarrantable attempts have been 
made to soften down the character of 
Jonah, as exhibited in this chapter. The 
utmost that can be advanced in extenua¬ 
tion of his conduct, is, the strong tinc¬ 
ture of national prejudice with which his 
spirit appears to have been imbued. Com. 
Luke Lx. 54. ; pin, however seems to 

* i t 

be here used, not in the sense of being 
enrayed or angry , but in that of being 
the subject of grief or sorrow. Comp. 
1 Sam. xv. 11 ; 2 Sam. vi. 8. Grief and 
anger are passions nearly related ; and 
in illustration of this application of nil"?, 
to bum. the following instances may be 
adduced : 

Tty crjcai/5cL\ffeTcu, /cal ovk rr v- 

povfiai ; 2 C'or. xi. 29. 

’AAA 1 & KaKovitcrf k a o y a i ryv Ko.pbia.Vy 
Kal woAA’ xntep ijywv twv yvvaiKO>v 

yai. Aristoph. Lysist. v. 9. 

*' Eheu disperii! voltus neutiquam hujus 
placet. 

Tristis incedit, peetus ardet 

Plaut. Mercat. Act iii. Sc. 4, v. 14. 

“ Turn vero exarsit Juveni dolor ossibus 
ingens. ” JEtieid. v. 172. 

And the declaration of CiecTO: ** Non 
angor, sed ardeo dolore” — Epist. ad 
Attic, vi. 9. 

2 * m V word, i. e. what I spake 


within myself, my cogitation. is 

here taken in the sense of doing anything 
in order to anticipate another. Jonah 
acknowledges that he used all despatch 
in his attempt to leave Palestine. The 
description of the Divine goodness here 
given agrees verbally with that exhibited 
Joel ii. 13. He recollected the numerous 
instances in which, instead of executing 

hLs ihrcatenings, Jehovah had, in the 
exercise of his patience, borne with the 
guilty, and even interposed with illus¬ 
trious acts of pardon ; and he was afraid 
of compromising his character by an¬ 
nouncing what he had reason to expect 
might never take place. 

4 ib n-n 213 Tn, most modem versions 

" ' T t 1 - 

improperly render, “ dost thou well,” or, 
“ is it right in thee to be angTy r ” their 
authors not adverting to the fact that the 
Iliph. Infinitive of :u/ t is often used 
adverbially in the acceptation, greuthjy 
exceedingly , thoroughly , or the like. See 
Deut. ix. 21, xiii. 15 ; 2 Kings xi. 18. In 

like manner the finite form n *. Nib P 2 1 : ■*-, 

: - « * 

Jcr. i. 12. Thus the LXX. tl a<p6opu. 

V /r. O 


\f\vwT](Tai ffv 


; the Syr. ^4 


yV: and the Targ. ^b r,"pn N-nbn. 

Kimchi explains, inw ^b r-n £N, Art 
thou much grieved ? and adds, 
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5 And Jonah went out of the city, and sat to the east of the 
city, and there made a booth for himself, and sat under it in the 

C shade, till he should see what would happen in the city. And 
Jehovah God had appointed a rieinus plant, and he caused it to 
rise up over Jonah, to be a shade over his head, to deliver him 
from his affliction: and Jonah rejoiced exceedingly on account of 
the rieinus. 

7 But God appointed a worm, at the rising of the dawn, on the 

8 morrow, and it injured the rieinus, so that it withered. And it 
caine to pass at the sun-rise, that God appointed a sultry east 
wind, and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, and he fainted, 
and requested that he might die; for he said, My death were bet- 


y:?- p.irt As for it 

imports the strengthening of a subject. 
The renderings, Will grieving do thee 
any good ? and, Does beneficence offend 
thee ? are totally to be rejected. 

5. We cannot determine on what day 
Jonah abandoned his labors among the 
Nincvites ; but it is evident from the 
conclusion of this verse, that it must 
have been before the lapse of the forty 
days specified in his announcements. 

6 . I take to be the apocopated 
Future of Hiphil, having o'r'Vs r.irv> 
for its nominative, y! ■yp, the kikaion or 
rieinus plant (Rieinus communis, Linn.), 
commonly kno^n by the name of Palma 
Christi. The word is the same as the 
Egyptian KIKI, and the Talmudic Kik, 
with the Hebrew termination. In Arabic 


it is called 



El-Kheroa y which 


is not to be confounded with 



El-Karra y the cucurbita, LXX. KoAo- 
kvv&tj. Our English rendering gourd is 
equally inappropriate. This plant is in¬ 
digenous in India, Palestine, Arabia. Af¬ 
rica, and the east of Europe, and on ac¬ 
count of its singular beauty is cultivated 
in gardens. It is a biannual, and usually 
grows to the height of from eight to ten 
feet. It is chief!v remarkable on account 

m 

of its leaves, which are broad, palmate, 
and serrated, and divided into six or 
seven lobes. Only one leaf grows on 
a branch, but being large, sometimes 
measuring more than a foot, and spread 


out in the shape of an open hand with 
the fingers extended, their collective 
shade affords an excellent shelter from 
the heat of the sun. It is of exceedingly 
quick growth, and has been known in 
America to reach the height even of 
thirteen feet in less than three months. 
When injured it fades with great rapidity. 
Sec on ver. 10, Cclsii Hierobot. pt. ii. 
p. 273 ; Michaelis, Supplem. No. 2263; 
Roscnm tiller, in the Biblical Cabinet, 
vol. xxvii. p. 125 ; Michaelis, Bibcl 
Ubersetz., note on the passage, where 
there is a plate with an excellent repre¬ 
sentation of a rieinus. IIow much such 
a shrub, throwing its palmy branches 
over the small hut which the prophet 
had erected, must have contributed to 
his relief in the sultry environs of Nine- 
vah, may easily be imagined. His joy 
is emphatically described in the last 
clause of the verse. 

8 . The tm. or east wind, is the 

sultry and oppressive wind which blows 
in the summer months across the vast 
Arabian desert, and produces universal 
languor and relaxation. It resembles 
the Sirocco, only is free from its damp¬ 
ness, and consequently more destructive 
to vegetation. Superaddcd, as in the 
present instance, to the heat of the 
morning sun, it is exceedingly oppres¬ 
sive. According to the versions, rrin 

• * ■» 

signifies withering; otherwise, as derived 
from it signifies to bo quiet , silent , 

etc., which better agrees with the idea of 
sultriness. 
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9 ter than my life. And God said unto Jonah : Art thou much 

10 vexed on account of the ricinns ? And he said: I am much 
vexed, even to death. And Jehovah said: Thou art affected on 
account of the ricinus, with which thou hadst no trouble, and 
which thou didst not rear, which came in a night, and perished 

11 in a ni<rlit; and I, should not I be affected on account of Nine- 


veil, that great city, in which 
thousand human beings who 
right hand and their left, and 

9. The words p*>;—;y ru'n, 

•• i “ i t 

the LXX. translate, '2,<p6Spa XcXvmjfxat 
4yw eW bavarov, which nearly agree 
■with those of our Lord, Mark xiv. 34. 

10 . c*“. properly signifies to be affected 

by the sight of anything ; hence to 
feel concern on account of it, to take 
pity or compassion. I have employed 
the passive form of our verb to affect, 
in order to present in the translation a 
word equivalent to that which is here 
used in the original. There seems to ne¬ 
cessity for taking the Hebrew verb in two 
acceptations. The formula, r.VV—p‘i 
tzn V - “,2 nr;* n, lit. which was the son 

of a night , and perished the son of a night , 
is obviously intended to express the extra¬ 
ordinary rapidity with which the rieinus 
put forth its leaves and afterwards with¬ 
ered. That the tree itself was instantane¬ 
ously produced, cannot be proved from 
this mode of speech, any more than from 
the use of the verb vcr. 6 ; other¬ 
wise we should be obliged, for the sake 
of consistency, to maintain, that the 
whole tree was miraculously destroyed, 
and had entirely disappeared during the 
night, n"- and in if are strictly anti¬ 
thetical. but, as all that was required 
in the one ease, was that the broad 
spreading leaves should wither, so as no 
longer to afford protection to Jonah, 
though the trunk remained; so all that 
was necessary in the other was to give 
to the tree which had been previously 


arc more than twelve times ten 
cannot distinguish between their 
much cattle! 

produced, such an extraordinary accele¬ 
rated power of germination, that the 
leaves which would otherwise have re¬ 
quired some longer time to come to ma¬ 
turity, were brought to perfection in the 
course of a night. *,a, a son , is used 
idiomatically to express what is produced, 
or exists, during the time predicated of 
it. Thus it is resolved in the Targ. *i, 
12s s*n yin f<‘V‘Vn 

— — - v t •; v - *■ i ■ ■ i ■■ ; -* ■ 

ichich this night was, and in another 
night perished. 

11. The peculiar force of the appeal 
lies in the immense number of rational 
creatures which must have perished had 
Nineveh been destroyed. Estimating 
the age of the children at about three 
years, and assuming them to have formed 
a fifth part of the population, which is 
the allowance generally made, we shall 
have six hundred thousand as the num¬ 
ber of inhabitants. In order to enhance 
this number, and render it more affect¬ 
ing, that of the irresponsible children is 
estimated ; and if this did not produce a 
suitahle impression upon the mind of the 
prophet, the number even of irrational 
animals is adverted to, the latter being far 
superior in point of meehanism and util¬ 
ity to the shrub for which he was so 
much concerned. 

There is something in the abrupt man¬ 
ner in which the book closes which is 
highly calculated to produce its effect on 
the mind of a reflecting reader. 
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PREFACE. 

According to the introductory statement, chap. i. 1, Micah was a native 
of Moresheth, which some take to be the same as Mareshah, ver. 15; but it 
is rather the town called Moresheth-Gath, ver. 14, which, accordiug to Je¬ 
rome, lay in the vicinity of the city of Eleutheropolis, to the west of Jeru¬ 
salem, and not far from the border of the country of the Philistines. 

Ilis name, Micah , or, as it is given in full in the Chethib, Jcr. xxvi. 

18, n-fw, Micaiah , signifies, who is like Jehovah ? 

The time at which he flourished is stated in the introduction to have been 
that of the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah; i. e. somewhere between 
b. c. 757 and b. c. 699 ; in addition to which statement, we have a positive 
testimony to his having prophesied in the days of Hezekiah, Jer. xxvi. 18, 
where chap. iii. 12 is verbally quoted. lie must, therefore, have been a con¬ 
temporary of Isaiah and Ilosca, and is not to be confounded with Micaiah 
the son of Imlah, 1 Kings xxii. 8 , who flourished upwards of a hundred years 
before the reign of Jotham. 

Hartmann and Eiehhorn would refer the period of his ministry to the 
region of Manasseh; but their hypothesis is justly rejected by Jahn, Rosen- 
miillcr, De Wette, and Knobel, on the ground, that all the circumstances 
brought to view in his prophecies, perfectly harmonize with the state of 
things in the days of the kings whose names are here specified. The unres¬ 
trained license given to idolatry in the reign of Ahaz, will sufficiently ac¬ 
count for the numerous gross and crying evils for which Mieah reproves the 
Jews, without our having recourse to the atrocities perpetrated in that of Ma¬ 
nasseh. It is true, Hezekiah issued orders, that idolatry should be put down, 
and the worship of the true God re-established; but there is no reason to be¬ 
lieve that the reformation was carried out to the full extent of his wishes. 
The relations also of the Hebrews to the powerful empires of Assyria and 
Egypt, are in exact accordance with the history of the same times. 

The prophecies of Micah are directed partly against Judah, and partly 
against Israel; but by far the greater number are of the former description, 
lie predicts the destruction of the kingdom of Israel, and of Samaria its cap¬ 
ital ; the desolation of Jerusalem by the Chaldeans, and the consequent cap¬ 
tivity of the Jew9 ; the restoration of the Jewish state ; the successes of the 
Maccabees; and the advent and reign of the Messiah. He also administers 
reproof to different ranks and conditions of men, and furnishes some striking 
representations of the Divine character. 
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His style is concise, yet perspicuous, nervous, vehement, and energetic; 
and in many instances, equals that of Isaiah in boldness and sublimity, lie 
is rich and beautiful in the varied use of tropical language; indulges in pa¬ 
ronomasias ; preserves a pure and classical diction; is regular in the forma¬ 
tion of his parallelisms; and exhibits a roundness in the construction of his 
periods which is not surpassed by his more celebrated contemporary. Both 
in administering threatenings and communicating promises, he evinces great 
tenderness, and shows that his mind was deeply affected by the subjects of 
which he treats. In his appeals he is lofty and energetic. Ilis description 
of the character of Jehovah, chap. vii. 18 — 20, is unrivalled by any con¬ 
tained elsewhere in Scripture. 

Several prophecies in Mieah and Isaiah are remarkably parallel with each 
other; and there is frequently an identity of expression, which can only be 
fairly accounted for on the ground of their having been contemporaneous 
writers, who were not strangers to each other’s prophecies, and their having, 
in a great measure, had the same subjects for the themes of their ministry. 
See on Isaiah ii. 2-4. 

_ V 

The book may be divided into two parts; the first consisting of chapters 
i.—v.; and the second, the two remaining chapters, which are more general 
and didactic in their character. 




CHAPTER I. 


The prophet commences by summoning universal attention, while, in sublime language, 
he describes the descent of Jehovah to punish the nation, 1-5; he predicts the destruction 
of Samaria by the Assyrians, which lie pathetically laments, 6-8; and then the advance 
of Sennacherib against Jerusalem, 0-12; concluding with an enumeration of certain 
towns of Judah, the inhabitants of which lind more especially enjoyed his ministry, but 
were to share in the desolating effects of the Assyrian invasion, and ultimately, with the 
whole land, those of the Babylonian captivity. 


1 The word of Jehovah which was communicated to Micah the 
Morashthite, in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings 
of Judah, wdiich he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem. 

2 Hear, all ye people ! 

Attend, 0 Earth ! and its fulness ! 

And let the Lord Jehovah testify to you, 

The Lord from his holy temple. 

3 For, behold ! Jehovah is coming forth from his place ; 

1. contracted 'vw nis, a gen- struction is repeated in pts’Vw, which the 

tilic, and not a patronymic, as some have LXX. render according to the sense, 
imagined. See the introduction, and on *al irdvres oi iv avry. Comp. Amos 
ver. 14. vi. 8 ; Is. xlii. 10. Instead of rhrr* 

t ; f 

2. It is not a little remarkable, that four of Kennicott's MSS. read nirr; 

Micah should adopt as the first sentence and, instead of iris* repeated, 

of his prophecy, that -with which his upwards of fifty of his and De Rossi’s 

namesake concluded his denouncement rea d • but as the former cannot be 

against Ahab, 1 Kings xxii. 28. Hengs- altered "on the slight authority by which 

tenberg is of opinion that he quoted the it is supported, so it -would be unwarrant- 

words designedly, in order to show that able t0 adopt the latter reading, since the 

his prophetic agency was to be considered second , 3 - s is manifestly a repetition of 

as a continuation of that of his prede- t he first. *LXX. K iotas kvoios. Syr. 
cessor, who was so zealous for God, and j> o v o . £> 

that he had more in common with him the Lord of ' lords. 

than the bare name. The words I t has been “doubted whether by V=‘n 

peoples, and earth, are by many, his holy temple , in this place, the 

and recently by Hitzig, confined to the temple at Jerusalem or heaven be meant; 
tribes and land of the Hebrews ; but the but the language expressive of descent, 
sublimity of the style, and the parallel which is employed in the following verse, 
passages, Deut. xxxii. 28, xxxii. 1 ; and would seem to determine the correctness 
Is. i. 2, induce to the conclusion, that of the latter interpretation. Comp. 1 
the prophet had all the inhabitants of the Kings vui. 30; Ps. xi. 4 . Jehovah 
globe in his eye. Thus Justi, Maurer, would bear testimony against the He- 
and Ewald. cfcs, all of them, is an brews, not any longer by his prophets, as 
instance of irregular construction, in he now' did, but by the judgments which 
w hich the third person is put for the he would inflict upon them, 
second, all of you . The same con- 3, 4. These verses are explanatory of 
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He will descend, and tread upon the heights of the earth. 

4 The mountains shall be molten under him, 

And the valleys shall cleave asunder, 

Like wax before the fire, 

Like water poured down a precipice. 

5 By the transgression of Jacob is all this, 

And by the sin of the house of Israel. 

What is the transgression of Jacob ? 

Is it not Samaria ? 

And what are the high places of Judah ? 

Are they not Jerusalem ? 


6 Therefore I will make Samaria 

that -which precedes them, and set forth, 
in highly figurative language, the course 
of the Divine judgment, and the tre¬ 
mendous consequences that would fol¬ 
low. The terrible majesty and resistless 
power of Jehovah are expressed in im¬ 
ages chiefly borrowed from earthquakes 
and volcanic eruptions. Comp. Amos iv. 
13 ; Ps. 1. 3, xcvii. 5 ; Is. lxiii. 19, lxiv. 
2 ; Hab. iii. 5. For a striking image of 
the same nature, see Jer. 1. 25, 26, which 
cannot properly be explained, except on 
the principle of reference to a volcano. 
That of wax occurs Ps. lxviii. 3, xcvii. 
5. Comp. 

“ Quasi igni 

Cera super ealido tabescens multa liques- 
cat." Lucr. vi. 512. 

Some MSS. read rissan, the hills , in- 

1 : ' 

stead of 3-p^yr,, the valleys; but ob- 
viously as an emendation : the latter 
being the more difficult reading. 
a descent or precipice, from ”n*, to go, or 
come down. The events referred to were 
the destruction of the kingdom of Israel 
by Shalmaneser, and the invasion of 
Judah bv the armies of Sennacherib and 
Nebuchadnezzar, by the latter of whom 
the Jews were carried away captive. The 
form s::* r: ~ marks the futurity of the 
event, and transmits a future significance 
to the following verbs. 

5. Jacob and Israel are applied to both 
kingdoms in common, and are merely 
used as synonymes for the soke of variety. 
After explicitly declaring, that the awful 
punishment which was about to be in- 


a heap in the field, 

flicted was on account of the sins of the 
people generally, the prophet, by the 
forcible employment of double interrog- 
atives, the latter of which, being in the 
negative, greatly strengthens the appeal, 
traces these sins to their respective sour¬ 
ces— metropolitan corruption. By me¬ 
tonymy the effect is put for the cause. 
For "£ used as a neuter, see on Jonah i. 
8. For Hs:sn the LXX., Targ., a con¬ 
siderable number of MSS., and four of 
the earliest printed editions, have the sin¬ 
gular. The Syr. and Vulg. agree with 
the Tcxtus Receptus. n“^rr p*i> 22 , the 

high places of Judah, were the elevated 
spots on mountains and hills on which 
the Jews erected chapels and altars for 
unlawful, and very often for idolatrous 
sacrifice, etc. 1 Kings xii. 3, xiv. 4 ; 
Ezek. vi. 6. That these existed at Jeru¬ 
salem, see Jer. xxxii. 3.5 ; and for the 
length to which the practice was carried 
in the time of Ahaz, see 2 Kings xvi. 4. 
Instead of the LXX., Syr., and 

Targ. translate, as if Ptitsh, sin, were the 
true reading : What is the sin of Judah? 
but though the latter word is found in 
one of Kennieott’s MSS., and in the mar¬ 
gin of another, it most probably origin¬ 
ated in a desire to render the parallelism 
complete, and cannot be allowed to en¬ 
croach upon the present text. 

6. Both in this and the preceding 
verse Samaria is taken up first, because 
its destruction was to precede that of 
Jerusalem, and also, perhaps, to afford 
the prophet an opportunity of afterwards 
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The plantations of a vineyard : 

I will hurl her stones into the valley, 

And lay bare her foundations. 

7 All her images shall be broken to pieces, 

All her rewards shall be burnt with fire, 

And all her idols will I lay waste ; 

For with the reward of a harlot she collected them, 
And to the reward of a harlot they shall return. 


expatiating more at large on the state of 
things in Judah during the approaching 
invasion. So complete should be the 
overthrow of the northern capital, that 
its site would resemble a heap of stones 
or rubbish that had been gathered out 
of a field; it would even be redueed to 
what we may suppose it originally to 
have been, a place for the cultivation of 
the vine. Vineyards were most eom- 
monly planted on the south sides of 
hills or mountains, on account of their 
exposure to the sun ; and in all pro¬ 
bability that of Samaria had been appro¬ 
priated to this purpose before it was 
purchased by Omri, 1 Kings xvi. 24. 
The stones of the city are graphically 
said to be hurled down into the deep 
valley below; and that such was actually 
the case, the present phenomena of the 
ruins strongly attest. “ The whole face 
of this part of the hill suggests the idea 
that the buildings of the ancient city 
had been thrown down frdm the brow of 
the hill. Ascending to the top, we went 
round the whole summit, and found 
marks of the same process everywhere.” 
— Narrative of the Scottish Mission of 

Inquiry , pp. 293,294. •'man, and 

■ w • 

ver. 4, are from the root to fow t 
pour , or hurl down. For nfeas 
comp. Ezck. xiii. 14. The very founda¬ 
tions of the edifices were to be laid bare, 
great and ponderous as the stones might 
be. 

7. The prophet now delivers a special 
prediction against the objects and accom¬ 
paniments of the idolatrous worship, 
which drew down the judgment of God 
upon the devoted eity. The were 

the images or idols ^ whether earved, 
graven or molten, which were erected in 
the temples, for the purpose of receiving 


religious adoration. LXX. to y\mr6.. 

•jars, properly means the wages or re - 
• ■ 

ward of prostitution; from nan, to give 
a present or reward. The word is here, 
as elsewhere, employed in application to 
idolatry, viewed as spiritual adultery or 
fornication. Comp. Is, xxiii. 17, 18; 
Ezek. xvi. 31, 34; Hos. ix. 1. Kim- 
chi, Abarbanel, Michaelis, Maurer, and 
others, are of opinion that the riches, etc., 
of Samaria are thus spoken of, because 
her idolatrous inhabitants imagined, that 
they were rewards bestowed upon them 
by their gods for their zeal and devoted¬ 
ness to their service. It is more likely. 

w w 

however, that the rich gifts or presents 
are meant, which the apostate Israelites 
dedicated to their idols, and with which 
they adorned their temples. Comp. 
Ezek. xvi. 33, 34. Neweome seems to 
incline to the idea, that the rewards of 
harlotry, literally taken, are intended, 
because these were appropriated to the 
support of idolatry. D*2^y is synony¬ 
mous with fV'CS ; only Ilitzig thinks, 

that a more costly kind of idols is meant 
by the term, such as were made of silver, 
and were of sufficient value to be carried 
away as spoil. The entire establishment 
of idolatry was to be broken up ; the idols 
were to be eut in pieces; such as were of 
wood, to be burnt in the fire ; and what¬ 
ever was costly was to be removed by 
the enemy to Assyria, there to be again 
devoted to idols. Instead of n 2 2 p, three 
of De Hossi’s MSS., three more originally, 
and perhaps one more, the I3rixian and 
another ancient edition, without place 
or date, read r. 22 p in Pual, which two 

of Kennieott's exhibit with You Shurek 
instead of the Kibbutz. The Syr., Targ., 
and Vulg., likewise have the passive, but 
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8 Therefore will I wail and howl; 

I will go stripped and naked; 

I will set up a availing like the wolves, 
And a ltkourning like the ostriches. 

9 For her wounds are desperate ; 

Surely it hath come to Judah; 

He reachetk to the gate of my people, 
Even to Jerusalem. 

10 Tell it not in Gath ; 


in the plural. The LXX. render, avvr\- 
yaye ; which agrees with the common 
punctuation. 

8. So terrible should be the destruc¬ 
tion with which the northern kingdom 
would be visited, that it called for the 
most marked tones and signs of sorrow. 
In these the prophet declares he would 
indulge, that he might thereby affect the 
minds of his countrymen. nib'S, with 
Yod, may have been occasioned by the 
preceding form but there are 

other verbs which do not reject it in the 
future, as -p*-, Ps. lxxii. 14. or, as 

i - •- • ■■ 

the Keri has it, some interpret of 

mental bereavement, a state in which the 
mind is despoiled of its reasoning powers; 
but, combined as it here is with ni-y, 
mfeed , it must be referred to the body, 
and was in all probability designed to 
describe the feet as stripped of shoes. 
Thus the LXX. AvujroSeToy. The Syr. 

O 

... q for which compare Is. xx. 


2. For E*sp, wolves, and Has, os - 

' “ i -; - 

triches, see on Is. xiii. 22, and Pocoeke’s 
very elaborate note on the present verse. 

The Arab, has here, JLuc, 

like the wolves, and oLaJ 


like Ihe jackals . The former Miehaelis 
renders crocodiles , but less properly,on ac¬ 
count of the combination. The ancient 
rendering, dragons , is altogether to be 
rejected. Doth kinds are selected on ac¬ 


count of the piteously howling noice 
which they make, especially in the 
night. 


9. r.w33x, the Pahul Participle of 
to be desperately sick ; spoken of a wound, 
to be incurable. There is no necessity, 


with Miehaelis, to have recourse to ssa, 

and so to regard the form as the elongated 

future of the first person singular. The 

following noun, n'pisfc, being in the 

■ 

plural, the same number might be ex¬ 
pected in the Participle; but it is a rule 
of Hebrew syntax, that when, as in this 
instance the predicate precedes the noun, 
the number of feminine plurals is fre¬ 
quently neglected. Comp. Jer. iv. 14. 
What the prophet has in view is the irre¬ 
trievable ruin in which the Israelites as 
a nation would be involved. But he not 
only beholds, in prophetic vision, the 
devastation of Samaria and its depend¬ 
encies by the Assyrians; he sees their 
invasion of Judah under Sennacherib, 
and their investment of Jerusalem. Com. 
Is. x. 28-32. The nominative to nss 

1 T 

is the calamity implied in rrhisiq • that 
to y; 3 is the enemy , understood. 

There is the utmost propriety in the dis¬ 
tinctive use of the genders in this place; 
for though the inhabitants of Judah suf¬ 
fered from the Assyrian invasion, the 
calamity did not reach those of the capi¬ 
tal : it was merely invested by the troops 
of llabshakeh, and was relieved by their 
miraculous destruction. See Is. xxxvi. 
xxxvii. 

10. Comp. 2 Sam. i. 20, where the 
words wap—Vt* Pa 3 occur, though not 
in the same order of arrangement. The 
Philistines would hail with joy tidings 
of any disaster that might befall the 
Hebrews, and especially that occasioned 
by the Assyrian attack. Deeply, there¬ 
fore, as the Jews might be afflicted, they 
are cautioned by Micah not to give 
such public expression to their grief as 
would reach the ears of their natural 
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Weep not in Aeeo: 

At Beth-aphrah roll thyself in the dust. 

11 Pass on, thou inhabitant of Shaphir, naked and ashamed ; 


enemies, but to repair to Beth-Aphrah, a 
city in the tribe of Benjamin, and there 
deplore in seeret the calamity which had 
overtaken the land. Reland, Ilarenberg, 
Hitzig, Maurer, and Ewald, take ; ,33 to 
be a contraction of issa, which Gesenius 
(Lex. sub. voc. isy) is inclined to adopt. 
According to this construction, the ren¬ 
dering will be, weep not in Acco } i. e. 
Ptolemais, a maritime city in the tribe of 
Asher. Other instances of y being drop¬ 
ped, we have in *>3 for ■’ya, Va for Vya, 

etc. ; and certainly the parallelism with 

r;a» the continued list of the names of 
■ 

cities, and the regularity of the paro¬ 
nomasias —rje; 533 p—ias; p.^aa 

■ ■ » 1 • 

“Ey may V, are all in favor of this in- 

t r 1 

terpretation. Though Acco was allotted 
to the Asherites, they never took posses¬ 
sion of it, Jud. i. 31, and its inhabitants 
are, therefore, appositely classed along 
with those of Gath, as taking pleasure 
in the reverses of the Israelites. The 
reading of the LXX. ol ’EvokcIp pv* is in 
all probability a corruption of ol 4 v‘ , Akci 
p}), which quite accords with the preced¬ 
ing ol Tefr pi j. The Arabic has 



And those who 


are in A kirn. The name^AKTj occurs in 
Strabo, xvi. 2 , 25. The town is still 


called LX* , Akka, by the Arabs, and is 

known to Europeans by the name of St. 
Jean d' Acre , which it obtained in the 
time of the crusades, and is celebrated in 
later times by its holding out a siege of 
sixty-one days by the French army, and 
its destruction by the explosion of a mag¬ 
azine during the bombardment in 1840. 
It is situated on the north angle of a 
bay of the same name near the foot of 
Mount Carmel, msyb p^a, lit. the 
House of Aphrah, or simply r.Pty, Oph- 
rah, Josh, xviii. 23 ; 1 Sam. xiii. 17, a 
city in the tribe of Benjamin. The V is 
here merely the sign of the genitive. 
The verb rVs which occurs only in Hitli- 
pael, signifies to wallow or roll, as in dust, 


ashes, or the like. See Jer. vi. 26, xxv. 
34 ; Ezek. xxvii. 30. While the He¬ 
brews were not to expose the wretched¬ 
ness of their condition to the contempt 
of foreigners, it became them to bewail it 
within their own borders. ?Eprr, roll 

• T » • 

thyself is to be preferred to ^p^Vepp, I 
roll myself. It is the reading of the 
Keri, and many MSS. have it in the 
text. The Syr., Targ., and Yulg., have 
the third person plural, which is more 
easily traceable to ■'■htEPn than to 
•'PriVspn. Besides, it seems more nat- 

• ’ v * ; » 

ural to connect this verb with —jay in 

• * 1 * 
the following verse, than to suppose that 

the prophet resumes his lamentation ver. 
8 . Some take the verb to be the second 
feminine of the preterite, with the Yod 
paragogic; but every difficulty is re¬ 
moved by adopting the imperative. 

11 . In caV "nay, the second singular 
feminine of the verb is followed by the 
second plural masculine of the pronoun, 
on the principle that though the collec¬ 
tive participial noun Pav;^ is feminine, 

• • 

it was designed to include the inhabitants 
of both sexes. DaV is not redundant, as 
Justi asserts, but emphatic, as the Dativus 
incommodi. n'Etti, Shaphir, means fair 
or beautiful. Dr. Robinson states that 
there arc still three villages of the name 
of Satodfir, which are noted on the map 
as lying nearly halfway between Ashdod 
and Eleutheropolis, a position not much 
differing from that assigned by Eusebius 
and Jerome to Saphir. Palestine, vol. 
ii. p. 370. Hitzig and Ewald think that 
Shamir , is meant, which is enu¬ 
merated among the cities of Judah, Josh, 
xv. 48, which Eusebius calls 2 a<£e*'p. The 
Chald. of the Targ. y^p^ y 2 V ^- 12 y 

n^i-a is very improperly rendered in the 
Latin, “Transite vobis qui habitatis in pul- 
chritudine ,” though the LXX. had trans¬ 
lated the word by K a\S>s. The Syr. has 

V O 

I ^5 Q-’miV- inhabitress of Sha¬ 
phir. To Samaria there seems no good 
reason to refer it, since all the other 
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The inhabitant of Zaanan goeth not forth ; 

The wailing of Beth-ezel will take away continuance from you. 

12 Surely the inhabitant of Maroth pineth for her goods. 

Because evil hath come down from Jehovah, 

To the ^ate of Jerusalem. 

O 

13 Bind the chariot to the swift steed, 0 inhabitant of Lachish I 


places specified in the connection were in 
Judah, jvr 2 — 7 i'“i?, lit. nakedness , shame . 

Y « •* ' * 

for shamefully naked, i. e. entirely so. 

Comp, as to form, Ps. xlv. 5. 

* »* . ^ « 

What is here predicted is, that the 
inhabitants of Shaphir were to be led 
away as captives by the Assyrians ; only 
for the sake of effect the Imperative is 
used. See on Is. vi. 10. For the naked 
condition in which captives were re¬ 
moved, see on Is. xx. 4. Zaanan, 

in all probability the same as Zcnan, 
a city in the tribe of Judah, Josh. xv. 37. 
It properly signifies the place of flocks ; 
but to form a paronomasia with it, the 
prophet employs the verb cc: 1 ' ; or the 
peculiar orthography of the noun may 
have been adopted in order to make it' 
correspond in appearance and sound with 
the verb.. Comp. toi;, and rri*, 

which are only different modes of express¬ 
ing sheep or flocks. The inhabitants of 
this city, under the influence of fear, did 
not venture forth from their retirement 
to condole with their neighbors who had 
been taken prisoners by the enemy, or 
they did not come forth to their rescue. 
LXX. 1,ei/vaap. Aq. 'Xcvadv. 

Beth-ezel , in all probability the same as 
Vrs, Azel, Zech. xiv. o, but where the 
town so called was situated, we are not 
informed. To judge from the connec¬ 
tion, it must have been in the vicinity 
of Shaphir and Zaanan, and not near 
Samaria, as Ephraim Syrus conjectured. 
The words tr k hp' Vssn T"z -tects 
irniM have greatly perplexed interpre¬ 
ters. Some regard -lECra as the Aramaic 
Infinitive, and connect it with the pre¬ 
ceding nty-p; and, supposing the 

enemy , understood, to be the nominative 
t° * explain of a military post. 

But this construction affords no tolerable 
sense. Others render measure, 

f r 9 

conjecture , and the like, contrary to all 


usage. For other interpretations, see 
Poeoeke, in loc. It seems best to abide 
by the idea suggested by the root , to 
remain, continue, endure, and interpret, 
As for the wailing of Beth-ezel, it taketh 
axcay its continuance from you ; i. e. the 
inhabitants of that city eonse to mourn 
on your account. The Shaphirites are 

addressed, as having gone at once into 
captivity and oblivion. Most likely their 
city was larger and more populous, and 
on this account was attacked by the 
Assyrians, while the smaller towns in 
the neighborhood escaped. Gesenius 
thinks that in Vhk there is an allusion 

V 

to the Arabic etymology ! ,f rm h(> 

rnm * 

or deeply rooted in the earth, as what was 
so might be expected to continue ; but 
this is very doubtful. 

12. Of pi-js, Maroth, (bitternesses,) 
we have nowhere any account, mric, 

* i ■* 

Maarath, Josh. xv. 50, to which New- 
come refers, appears to have been a dif¬ 
ferent place. From the relation in 
which it is here put to Jerusalem, it 
probably lay between the afore-men¬ 
tioned town3 and the capital, against 
which a groat army under Itabshnkeh 
proceeded from Lachish, and doubtless 
plundered all that came in their way. 
SitA nVn, Neweome, after Iloubigant, 
changes into rVn, an( l renders, is 

sick unto death ; but altogether without 
authority. The meaning is, that the 
inhabitants -were pained or grieved on 
account of the property of which they 
had been robbed by the enemy. Thus 
Rosenmuller, Gesenius, Be Wettc, and 
Hcsselberg. The former -r is not causa¬ 
tive, but is used, os frequently at the 
beginning of a verse, to express certainty. 
For the last clause, compare ver. 9. 

13. For Lachish, sec on Is. xxxvi. 2. 
sirn and ijV i form a paronomasia, 
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(She was the beginning of siu to the daughter of Zion) 

Surely in thee were found the transgressions of Israel. 

14 Therefore thou shalt give a divorce to Moresheth-Gath ; 

The houses of Achzib shall prove false to the Icings of Israel. 

15 Farther, I will bring the possessor to thee, O inhabitant of 

Mareshah ! 

He shall come to Adullam, the glory of Israel. 


signifies a fleet 


courser 



cucurrit. Em is in the musculine, though 

connecting -with m/j'i'' in the feminine, 

■ ■ 

because placed first in the order of the 
■words. The word occurs only here, but 
obviously has the signification of the Arab. 

pjp, ligavit . As a noun tn'n signifies 


broom , because this shrub was used 
for binding. In the middle clause of 
the verse there is a change of person 
from the second to the third, but in the 
last clause the second is resumed. For 
a similar instance, in which, for the sake 
of graphic effect the third person is 
thus abruptly introduced, see Is. xxii. 16. 
Laehish appears to have formed the link 
of idolatry between Israel and Judah. 
Lying on the frontier of the former 
kingdom, she was the first city in Judah 
that was led away by the sin of Jeroboam, 
and from her the infection spread, till at 
length it reached Jerusalem itself. In 
the prospect of a sudden attack, it be¬ 
hooved the inhabitants to use all despatch 
in removing their families, and what 
property they could take with them, to a 
distance. Laehish was besieged by Sen¬ 
nacherib before the threatened attack on 
Jerusalem, 2 Kings xviii. 14. 

14. D^rnVj is used of the presents or 
dowry sent with a wife, 1 Kings Lx. 16, 
and of letters of divorce sent with her 
when she is dismissed by her husband. 
In the acceptation ^£a7ro<rTeXAojieVovs’, 
messengers, as given by the LXX., it 
nowhere occurs. The term appears to 
be here employed metaphorically to de¬ 
note the breaking up, or dissolution of all 
connection between Laehish and More¬ 
sheth-Gath ; the former city having 
been token by the Assyrians, was no 


longer able to afford protection or support 

to the latter. The nominative to “' 2 tap, 

• ; • 

is rm/iih in the preceding verse. Vs is 
• € 

equivalent, in this connection, to Vs. 

prnSia, Morcsheth, the birth-place of 

* ■ 

Micah, (see Preface) is here said to belong 
to Gath, most probably because it was 
in its vicinity, and under its jurisdiction, 
when in possession of the Philistines. 

Achzib. There were two cities of 
this name, one on the sca-coast, between 
Acco and Tyre, now called by the Arabs 

JLz-Zib. Josh. xix. 29 ; Jud. i. 

31; and the other in the tribe of Judah, 

between Kcilah and Mareshah, Josh. xv. 

44. That the latter is here intended, is 

evident from the connection; for though, 

at first view, the mention of the kings of 

Israel might lead us to suppose that a 

city bordering on the northern kingdom 

is meant, yet the fact that Israel is 

sometimes put for the whole people of 

the Hebrews, and sometimes even for 

the kingdom of Judah, as 2 Chron. 

xxviii. 19, proves, that the mere use of 

the term can form no objection to this 

construction of the passage. It -was most 

probably the same place that is called 

E'TS, Chezib, Gen. xxxviii. 5. By an 
» \ 

elegant paronomasia, ips, the 

houses of Achzib , are said to become 
2 TES, deceitful. Comp, zitdn Vr»:, a de- 

ceitful torrent , i. e. one which, having 
dried up, disappoints the hope of the trav¬ 
eller. Job vi. 17-19; Jer. xv. 18. Arab. 
fefeUit, irritus vanusque fecit . 

9 

The expectations of further aid from the 
families, or inhabitants of that place? 
should prove fruitless. 

15. •'Etj is a defective reading of tost*, 
which many MSS. have in the text. In 



Chap. II. 


MIC AH. 


16 Make bald thy head, and shave it because of thy dying child¬ 
ren ; 

Enlarge thy baldness like that of the eagle ; 

For they are gone into captivity from thee. 


-j*. and rs'intt is another paronomasia. 

■< i i * 

Xtareshah lay in the plains of Judah, 
Josh. xv. 44. It was fortified by lleho- 
boam, 2 Chron. xi. 8 f and was famous 
for the victory obtained over the Ethio¬ 
pians by Asa, 2 Chron. xiv. 9, 10. Ac¬ 
cording to Josephus, Antiq. xii. 8, 6, it 
had been in the power of the Iduineans, 
but was retaken by Alexander the son 
of Aristobulus, Antiq. xiii. 15, 4, xiv. 
1, 4. The possessor or occupier here 
predicted is Sennacherib, who took Ma- 
reshah and the other fortified cities of 
Judah, 2 Kings xviii. 14. To point him 
out with greater emphasis the article is 
used: “ivn, “ The possessor.’’ cV "5, 

Adullam , was another city of Judah in 
the same direction, and near the former, 
Josh. xv. 35. It was a royal residence 
in the time of the Canaanites, Josh, 
xii. 15 ; was fortified by Rehoboam, 
2 Chron. xi. 7 ; and had villages de¬ 
pendent upon it, Neh. xi. 30. Of "^23 
various interpretations have been 

given; such as the wealth or riches of 
Israel, their multitude, their nobility, 
their weight of calamity, etc. Some take 
the words to he in the nominative, some 
in the accusative, and some in the 
vocative case. The most natural con¬ 
struction is that of our common version, 
according to which they are in apposi¬ 
tion with Adullam , and express 

the superior situation of the place and 
its neighborhood. Thus also Schmidius, 
Rosen miiller, and Hesselberg. 


16. The prophet concludes this geo¬ 
graphical part of his denunciations by 
addressing himself to the land of Judah, 
and calling upon her to put on signs of 
deep-felt grief on account of the removal 

of her inhabitants. y-iS, land , is to be 

1 ■ « 

supplied, rather than ra, daughter 
of Zion. Baldness, and cutting off the 
beard, are tokens of mourning in the 
East, as they were among the nations 
of antiquity. Ezra ix. 3; Job i. 20; 
Jer. vii. 21, xvi. C, xlviii. 37. “Regulos 
quosdam barbam posuisse et uxorem cap¬ 
ita rasisse, ad indicium maximi Indus'* 
Suetonius, in his Life of Caligula, ehap. v. 
“ When Khalcd ben Walid ben Moga'irah 
died, there was not a female of the house 
of Moga'irah, either matron or maiden, 
who caused not her hair to be cut off at 
his funeral.” Harmer’s Observ. iii. p. 5. 
One species of eagle is called the bald 
eagle, from the circumstance of its having 
its head almost entirely bald; but they 
all more or less exhibit baldness during 
the moulting season. nv.syp, dclights y 

from ary, Arab. amatorius, fee - 

mince gestus , to delight , be delighted, live 
delicately. It is in the former of these 
acceptations that the noun is here used. 

As but few of the inhabitants of Judah 
could have been carried away by Sen¬ 
nacherib, it is ohvious the prophet must 
have a mueh more desolating calamity 
in view in this verse, viz., the Babylonish 
captivity. 


CHAPTER II. 


Having announced the punishments which were to be inflicted upon hia people for the 
evils in which they indulged, Micah now proceeds to specify some of these evils, 1, 2; 
and renews his denunciations, 3—5. lie then censures those who could not endure to hear 

29 
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the truth, but wished for predictions of good, nnd shows that no such predictions could 
reasonably bo expected by them, G-ll; concluding, however, with gracious promises of 
restoration after the captivity, 12,13. 


1 Wo to those who devise wickedness, 

And fabricate evil upon their beds ; 

In the morning light they effect it, 

Because it is in the power of their hand. 

2 They covet fields, and take them by force, 
And houses, and take them away: 

They oppress a man and his house, 

A man and his possession. 

3 Wherefore thus saith Jehovah: 

Behold! I devise an evil against this family, 


1. Comp. Is. x. 1, 2. In the verbs 
Vy2, and n'W* is evidently a gra¬ 
dation. The first describes the concep¬ 
tion of the evil purpose in the mind; the 
second, the preparation or maturing of 
the scheme ; and the third, the carrying 
of it into effect. Comp. Ps. Ivin. 3 ; Is. 
xli. 4; Hos. xi. 9. The n in m'W' is 

t * 

the feminine used as a neuter, to agree 
with the nouns and y-i, as forming a 
neuter plural accusative. The phrase 
Vs occurs also Gen. xxxi. 29 ; Prov. 


iii. 27 ; and with the negative, Deut. 
xxviii. 32 ; Neh. v. 5. It is rendered by 
the LXX. ovtc pav irpbs rbv x f ‘P as 
avratv, which the Syr. gives without 


the negative: 


•• 



I 






and lift up their hands to 


God. Yulg. quoniam contra Dcum cst 
mamts eorum. Some consider the words 
to be equivalent to the Dextra mihi Dcus 
of Virgil, and appeal to Job xii. 6, and 
Hab. i. 11, where, however, the phrase¬ 
ology is different; while others take Vs 
to be the shorter form of the demonstra¬ 
tive pronoun nVs. But the true mean¬ 
ing seems to be that given in our com¬ 
mon version, according to which Vs is to 

■ • 

be taken in its literal signification of 
power , strength , etc. Thus Pococke, 
Rosenmuller, Bauer, Dathe, De Wettc, 
Gesenius, Hitzig, and Ewald, after the 


Targ. lirTTa nV^h —iR, and Kim- 

chi, C’oyn pwV tr: ns bi “3, be¬ 
cause there is power in their hand to 
oppress the poor. Just as the LXX. 
render, V X^P* Cren. xxxi. 29, and 

Deut. xxviii. 32. That *3 is to be taken 

* 

causatively, and not conditionally, is 
evident from the connection. 

2. Before C'na repeat Fifty- 

two MSS., six by correction, two origin¬ 
ally ; four ancient and nineteen other 
printed editions; the Alex. MS. of the 
LXX., the Targ., Yulg., and Arab., omit 

1 before The parallelisms in this 

verse are very elegant. 

3. 2- ; n and pyn correspond here to 

and y-i in ver. 1. nrs-rTS Posen- 

■ * i t it: • 

muller and Maurer understand to signify 
“ certum genus hominum nequam et per- 
versum ; ” as if the prophet intended to 
single out such of the people as com¬ 
mitted the atrocious acts specified ver. 

2 ; but it is more likely that the whole 
people, viewed as rebellious and corrupt, 
is meant. See on Amos iii. 1. The figure 
of a yoke is here employed for the purpose 
of expressing the heavy and oppressive 
nature of the bondage to which the He¬ 
brews were to be subjected. 

thence t has the force of a pronoun in 
this place. LXX. ^ Z>v. Syr. 

Comp. Gen. iii. 23; 1 Kings xvii. 13; 
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From which ye shall not withdraw your necks, 

Neither shall ye walk haughtily; 

For it shall be an evil time. 

4 In that day shall one sing a ditty respecting you, 

And employ a doleful lamentation, 

And say : We are utterly destroyed. 

He hath changed the portion of my people, 

How hath he withdrawn it from me ! 

To an apostate he hath divided our fields l 

5 Therefore thou shalt not have one to cast the line by lot, 
In the congregation of Jehovah. 


Ezek. v. 3. So oppressive should be the 
yoke, that it would be impossible for 
them to hold themselves erect. LXX. 
6pboL Targ. The term 

is selected with special reference to 
the elated and haughty manner in which 
they had conducted themselves. It is 
properly a substantive, from tn, to be 
high , but is here used adverbially. 

4. For Vi >3 see on Is. xiv. 4. The 

T 1 IT _____ 

verb is here used impersonally. That 
this Mashal was to be employed by the 
Jews themselves, and not by their ene¬ 
mies, is evident from its tenor, as it fol¬ 
lows in the verse. tp'Vy, therefore, is 
not to be rendered against you, but on 
your account . r.'n: -ns rrns, nahd , nehi, 

1 ; * * ■_ 1 I 

nikydk, form an elegant paronomasia. 
There can be no doubt that -ra, lamcnta - 

p • 

tion, is derived from nn:, to lament; but 

r v 

whether j-pn 3 be likewise derived from it, 

~f » 

and consequently merely the feminine of 
■' 733 , or whether it be the Niphal of the 
substantive verb n*r;, to be, is disputed. 
The harshness that would arise from 
rendering the words, One shall lament 
with a lamentation , it is done ! militates 
against the latter derivation ; whereas, 
by taking all the three words as cognates, 
having the same signification, the sentence 
is at once easy and forcible. The relative 
position of the verbs kb 3 , nns, and 
confirms this construction. Thus the 
LXX. andVulg. koI &p 7 jVTjfrfj(reTai &pf}i/os 
iv p4\(t, et cantahitur canticum cum 
suatitate ♦ And the Arab., employing 

for the two first words terms cognate with 



i-pns is the feminine of •'na, just as 

▼ ■ ■ 1 • » T » • 

is of '3ii, and rrzx of ■'ss. The femi- 


• ; ▼ : - • ; 
nine is added to the masculine for the 

sake of emphasis. Comp. Is. iii. 1 , 

only there the nouns are joined by the 

copulative 1 . The three verbs above 

specified are used impersonally. The 

nominative to the following verbs, -ri 3 \ 


and pV pp, is Jehovah, understood. 

• 1 I ^ • 


O 9 A 

iw, Syr. to buy ; in Aphel j . 


to sell, or deliver an article into the hand 


of the purchaser ; Arab. hue illuc 

mota fuit res, transivit. The verb is 

here employed to eonvey the idea of a 

change of masters, or the passing of the 

land of the Hebrews into the power of 

their enemies, 22 vj is a verbal noun, 

■ ■ " 

from the Pilel of 232 ), to turn , turn back ; 
here used in a bad sense, one who has 
turned back, or away from God; apos¬ 
tate , rebel , idolater. Comp. Is. xlvii. 10, 
lvii. 17 ; Jer. xlix. 4. The idolatrous 
king of Babylon is meant. 

5. qpV is a repetition of that used at 
the beginning of vcr. 3, and for the same 
purpose. The nominative to thcc , is 

ty, people, occurring in the preceding 
verse; and the denunciation relates to 
their being completely at the disposal of 
their enemies : none of themselves being 
permitted to allot to them portions of 
the land for inheritance. According to 
Hitzig the words are addressed by the 
ungodly Jews to Micah himself, and 
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6 Prophesy not; those shall prophesy 
Who will not prophesy of these things: 

Reproaches are incessant. 

7 What language, O house of Jacob ! 

Is the Spirit of Jehovah shortened ? 

Are these his operations ? 

Do not my words benefit him that walketh uprightly ? 


intimate that they would put him and 
his family to death for prophesying 
against them. 

6. The words V'E'r! 

which contain a smooth 
and elegant paronomasia, are very enig¬ 
matical, but must neither be rendered, 
“ Prophesy not, they say to those who 
should prophesy : they shall not prophesy 
to such.” Or : “ Prophesy not; they 
shall prophesy who will not prophesy of 
such things.” In the former case the 
interdicting language of the rebellious to 
the prophets is simply given, and then 
we have the Divine declaration, that it 
should be as they desired. They should 
be judicially abandoned to their own 
ways; and, as they would not hearken 
to the prophets when they predicted evil, 
they should be deprived of their ministry 
altogether, and not receive from them 
any predictions of good. In the latter, 
the language is entirely that of the 
people, by which they not merely stop 
the mouths of the true prophets, but de¬ 
clare that those only should be permitted 
to prophesy to them who abstained from 
denunciations of evil. The former re¬ 
quires V to be supplied before y.s-a* ; 

V “4 ■ 

the latter, ttn before The 

formula V is used vcr. 11, both in 

reference to the persons to whom the pre¬ 
diction Is addressed, and to that which is 
the subject of the prophecy: ^ 

“I will prophecy to thee of wine.” 
Though contrary to the Masoretic division 
of the words, I prefer the second of the 
above modes of construction, as being the 
easier of the two. The use of the para- 
gogic i in forms no objection ; 

for though it is most commonly found at 
the end of a sentence, yet there are many 
instances in which it occurs at the be¬ 
ginning, or in the middle. See Gen. 


xviii. 28-31 ; Exod. xviii. 26; Deut. 

viii. 3 ; 1 Sam. ii. 22 ; Ps. xi. 2, lxviii. 

13; Is. viii. 12. For epar., see on 

Amos vii. 16. In the concluding words 

of the verse, riisVs nV, literally, ca- 

***** p 

lumnies depart not , the Jews indignantly 
tax the prophets with exposing them to 
contempt by incessant castigation and re¬ 
proof. Of this interpretation Maurer 
observes, “ ut facillima et simplissima 
per se est, ita ad nexum cst aptissima.” 
The verb occurring first, is in the mas¬ 
culine singular, though the noun is a 
feminine plural. See Gesen. $ 144. 
Ward’s edit. 

7. The prophet boldly meets the charge 
expressed in the concluding clause of the 
preceding verse by asking, Whether the 
absence of auspicious predictions could 
possibly be ascribed to any deficiency on 
the part of the Spirit of prophecy ? 
whether the judgments denounced were 
operations in which Jehovah delighted, 
and were not rather procured by the 
wickedness of those on whom they were 
to be inflicted ? and whether it "was not 
a fact which experience had ever verified, 
that the Divine communications were 
productive of good to men of science and 
consistent piety ? In nnicNn the r. is 
used ns a qualifying demonstrative with 
all the force of an indignant exclama¬ 
tion, in order to point out the flagrant 
character of the language employed by 
the Israelites, -ien is the Pahul Part. 
Signifying t chat is said or spoken , and 
with the n prefixed, O dictum / Almost 
all the versions and Lexicons asrign to 
this participle the signification of being 
called or named ; but this notion attaches 
to the verb only in Niphal, which, in 
such case, is uniformly followed by the 
preposition V. See Is. iv. 3, xix. 18 ; 
Hos. ii. 1. The LXX., Aq., Vulg., and 
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8 But of old my people hath risen up as an enemy; 

Yc strip oft' the vestment as well as the robe 
From those who walk along securely, 

From those who are returning from battle. 

9 The women of my people ye thrust out from their darling home; 
From their children ye take away my glory for ever. 


Targ., have read which is found in 

four of Kennieott’s MSS. Ewald: “ O 
dcs AVortes ! ” As r,n isp, short of 

breath or spirit, is contrasted with tt-'S 

’/ V 

long-suffering , Prov. xiv. 29, and 
is obviously equivalent to “xp, ver. 
17, (comp, m-i , Exod. vi. 9,j most 
of the modems render in the present in¬ 
stance, Is Jehovah prone to anger? but 
prophecy being the subject to which re¬ 
ference had just been made, it is more 
natural to understand njrv the 

Spirit of Jehovah , in its appropriated 
meaning, as designating the Divine Au¬ 
thor of prophetic communications ; and 
to lake the verb in the sense of weakness 
or inability. Comp. itip, short of 
hand y Is. xxxvii. 27. nVs, these, like 

« V ■* 

r.^s, ver. G, refers to the judgments 
which the Lord had threatened to in¬ 
flict. Ihe interrogative form, as fre¬ 
quently, requires a decided negative; such 
judgments are not Jehovah's usual opera¬ 
tions. Comp. Is. xxviii. 21; Lam. iii. 
33; Mie. vii. 18. In rpin -is-ts, the 
substantive, which is used adverbially, 
is placed first, for the sake of emphasis, 
and on this account also it takes the 
article, which properly belongs to 7 , 5 * 7 % 
A similar instance of transposition occurs 
in Job xxxi. 26, where the sub¬ 

stantive is likewise used adverbially. 
For the meaning of the phrase, comp, 
tr Prov. ii. 7; in = : 1 V-, Is. 

lvii. 2. ‘ ; " 

8. t at the beginning of this verse is 
strongly adversative. Very different was 
the character of those whom the prophet 
was now reproving. Y.Ers, properly 
yesterday, is taken by some to signify 
lately; but it is more in keeping with 
the spirit of the passage to render it an¬ 
ciently, of old, or the like. See on Is. 
xxx. 33. The rebellious conduct of 


the Hebrew nation was no new thing. 

It had characterized every period of its 

history. LXX. tpirpoabev. Abulwalid, 

contrary' to the usage of the language, 

divides the word into rs and V.E, and 

r 

m 

renders, on the contrary. Thus also the 
Yulg. The V> in ay.nV is expressive of 

manner; eomp. pixV, Is. xxxii. 1. 
71 EE is selected to correspond in allit¬ 
eration with and is here equiv¬ 
alent to or Vse. It refers, not to 

, — ■■ 

11 x immediately following, but to the 
persons of those who were plundered. 
Though divided by the accent, r.ttVtand 
i“X are to be regarded as asyndeta; the 
former, signifying the largo loose gar¬ 
ment which was worn immediately over 
the tunic, and which being indispensable 
to the Orientals, is placed first, for the 
sake of emphasis ; the latter, the costly 
robe of fur, or other rich stuff, the rob¬ 
bery of which, under the circumstances 
described, was a matter of course. So 
great was the rapacity of the lawless 
characters spoken of, that they were not 
satisfied with the more valuable port of 
the dress, but likewise possessed them¬ 
selves of what was less costly. Comp. 
Matt. v. 40. For rEVtx (by transposi¬ 
tion of the first two letters of rVEw, 

T • ♦ 

which is much more frequently in use,) 
comp, the Arab. vestimentum, 

pcc. totum corpus involvens, from 

circumdcdit. Defore * repeat the pre¬ 
position e. The passive participle is here 
used intransitively to describe those who 
were returning after having defeuted their 
enemy in battle, and who might thcre- 
fore be considered perfectly secure. Even 
they were waylaid by their countrymen 
and neighbors, and robbed of the spoils 
which they had taken in war. 

9. In r.Msya and rrVYy, there is, as 
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10 Arise! depart! for this is not the place of your rest; 
Because of pollution it will destroy. 

And the destruction shall be grievous. 

11 If any one, conversant with wind and falsehood, lie, saying: 
I will prophesy to thee of wine and strong drink, 

Even he shall be the prophet of this people. 


frequently, a transition from the plural 

to the singular pronoun. As the prophet 

refers to war, it is most likclv he intended 

r • 

by the “ women/’ the widows of those 
who had fallen in battle, and who ought 
to have been objects of special sympathy 
and care. Instead of which, both they 
and their fatherless children were expelled 
from their homes, and robbed of their 
property, ~n, my ornanumt, collec¬ 
tively for the ornamental clothes which 
they wore, and with which they had 
been provided by Jehovah. The Holy 
Land, and everything connected with it, 
was his, so that whatever was enjoyed 
by its inhabitants, was to be regarded as 
peculiarly a Divine gift. Comp. Hos. ii. 
8. t for ever, i. e. never to make 
restitution. Some think there is refer¬ 
ence to the command to restore the 
pledge before sun-set, Exod. xxii. 25, 
but this is doubtful. 

10. As the Imperative is frequently 
used by the prophets to express more 
strongly the certainty of a prediction 
than a simple future would have done, 

are to be so understood here. 
See on Is. vi. 10. Hitzig preposterously 
considers the words to be addressed by 
the pitiless Jews to the persons whom 
they oppressed by expelling them from 
their homes. They are obviously to be 
viewed as the language of Jehovah, 
threatening them with a removal from 
their own country, w’hieh they had pol¬ 
luted by their crimes, to a foreign and 

* w CJ 

heathen land. Canaan was conferred 
upon the Hebrews as a rest , or place of 
quiet enjoyment, after their fatigues and 
troubles in the wilderness, Num. x. 33 ; 
Deut. xii. 9 ; Ps. xev. 11. Before rjit, 
supply y^s. The definite article in 
r !"5 5 rs“ is equivalent to the pronominal 
affix ts, and is to be rendered accord- 


ingly. A land may be said to destroy 
its inhabitants, when it withholds from 
them the means of subsistence, and forces 
them to leave it. With such reference it 
is described as devouring them and spew¬ 
ing them out of it, Lev. xviii. 28, xx. 22, 
xxvi. 38 ; Ezek. xxxvi. 12-14. The 
comparison of these passages shows the 
propriety of the Piel Vnnrs and renders 
unnecessary the passive forms and 

Vrir r», which some have proposed. For 

ynsa, comp, the Arab. yjOyc morbus 

fuit, only its signfieations would seem to 
be taken from the idea of a violent or 
deadly disease. Thus n;“rVVp, o 
grievous curse, 1 Kings ii. 8. Gcscnius 
renders corruptio vehemen- 

1 t ; ' V r 

tissima. 

11. Mieah reverts to the subject of 
smooth and flattering predictions, which 
he had spoken of ver. 6, and shows that 
so corrupt had the people become, that 
no prophet might expect to bo acceptable 
to them who did not sanction their 
sinful indulgences. To those who did, 
they would give a ready ear. As htn 
signifies both wind and spirit , there is 
great force in representing those who 
pretended to inspiration as walking or 
being familiar with the wind ; so utterly 
worthless was the instruction which they 
communicated. m-i 'n 1 :— is otherwise 
equivalent to Hos. ix. 7, and 

-pT n to “ 7 ri 2 Nn:, Jer. v. 31. 

Dathe thinks this verse would better fit 
in after ver. 6, but there is no authority 
for the transposition ; and, besides, there 
is a singular propriety in bringing forward 
the crowning sin of the Jews, viz. their 
preferring false prophets to the faithful 
messengers of Jehovah, just before intro¬ 
ducing the glorious prediction of their 
restoration from captivity in the follow¬ 
ing verse. 
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12 I will surely gather thee entirely, O Jacob! 

I will surely collect the remainder of Israel; 

I will put them together like the sheep of Bozrah, 
Like a flock in the midst of their pasture; 

They shall be in commotion, 

Because of the multitude of men. 

13 The Breaker is gone up before them ; 

They'break through and pass to the gate ; 


12, 13. Theodoret, Kimchi, Calvin, 
Drusius, De Lieu, Grotius, Tamovius, 
and others, consider these verses to be a 
denunciation of punishment, and not a 
promise of deliverance; while Struensce, 
Hezel, Micliaclis, and Forsaveth (in 
Neweomc) regard them as the language 
of the false prophets, continued from 
ver. 11. Ewald, who takes the same 
view, thinks they were originally written 
by Mieah on the margin of his manu¬ 
script, and has printed them in Italics, 
within brackets. Most modem inter¬ 
preters, however, and among them 
Rosenm tiller, Lathe, Justi, Hartmann, 
Maurer, and even Hitzig, are unanimous 
in viewing them as predictive of the 
restoration of the Jews after their disper¬ 
sion. The manner in which the prophet 
concludes the preceding verse, proves 
that he had finished what he had to 
deliver respecting the favor shown to 
false prophets; and his sudden and 
abrupt transition to better times is so 
entirely in accordance with the manner 
of the prophets, that the last-mentioned 
interpretation at once recommends itself 
as the true. The point most difficult to 
determine is the point to which the 
prophecy has respect. Most Christian 
expositors explain it of the appearance 
of Christ, and his collecting of believers 
into his church ; but this construction is 
altogether arbitrary, resting on no other 
foundation than the principle of giving 
a spiritual interpretation to whatever 
may, by possibility, be so interpreted. 
So far is there from being anything in 
the phraseology of the text to warrant 
such appropriation of it, that the very 
terms compel to an adoption of the 
literal sense. Kimchi, Jarchi, and the 
Jews generally, as also several modem 


Christian writers, maintain, that the 
prophecy relates to the future literal re¬ 
storation of the Jews under the Messiah. 
For my part, I cannot but regard the 
more immediate restoration from the 
literal Babylon as the theme of the in¬ 
spired announcement. The deliverance 
predicted is the same to which reference 
is made chap. iv. 10, the scene of which 
is there expressly declared to be Babylon. 
** Jacob " stands here for the ten tribes, as 
in Is. xvii. 4 ; IIos. xii. 2 ; and “ Israel'* 
for the kingdom of Judah, as in Obad. 18, 
2 Chron. xii. 1, xix. 8, xxi. 2, 4. The 
two tribes and a half being few com¬ 
pared with the ten, might well be de¬ 
scribed as r““Sr, the remainder, which 

< ■* ■ 

had been left in the land at the time of 
the Assyrian invasion. To express the 
gTcat extent of the population after the 
return, it is compared to the large col¬ 
lections of sheep in the folds of Bozrah ; 
a region celebrated for the abundance of 
its flocks. The Targ., ATilg., Gesenius, 
AViner, Hitzig, and Ewald, render 
sheep-fold, but this signification of (he 
word is totally unsupported by usage, 

and is not allowed by Lee. The 

* 

LXX., mistaking s for the preposition, 
translate, iv It is seldom we 

meet with the article prefixed to a noun 
taking the pronominal affix, as in 

1 ^ 

yet see Josh. vii. 21, viii. 33. By ySTi, 
the Breaker , some understand Cyrus ; 
but the identity of structure between this 
sentence and the two with which the 
verse closes, compels us to interpret the 
term of Jehovah himself, who, through 
the instrumentality of that monarch, re¬ 
moved every obstacle which prevented 
the return of the Hebrews to their own 
land. AATicn his providence so visibly 
interposed, it was easy for them to break 
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They go out at it; 

Their King passeth on before them, 
Even Jehovah at their head. 


down the minor barriers which hod con¬ 
fined them in Babylonia, and triumph¬ 
antly to march out through the gates of 
the hostile city. To intimate that they 
should suffer molestation from no enemy 
by the way, God is represented as going 
before them, like a monarch at the head 
of his army; just as he was said to go 
before his people when they went up 
from Egypt, Deut. i. 30. In the illus¬ 
trious Deliverer here exhibited, Itosen- 
miiller recognizes the Messiah: 41 Per- 
mptor y SeiKTiKois, est enim cum n de¬ 
monstrative. Loquitur ergo de certa 


quadam persona, et antonomastice 6ic 
dicta, quffi mox vocabitur ctVts , rex 

* S 

iUorum et nir;“ , ut non Eit dubium, 

t ; 

Nostrum de Messia cogilasse, seu divino 
illo heroe, quo auspice, devietis omnibus 
Judicorum hoetibus, aureum scculum or- 
bem beabit-'* And to his interpretation 
I accede, only restricting the work of the 
Messiah, as here predicted, to his leading 
forth the Jews from Babylon. Comp. 
Exod. xxxiii. 14; Is. lxiii. 9, in which 
we are taught that the Divine Logos 
delivered, and conducted the Israelites 
through the wilderness. 


CHAPTER III. 


Having inserted in the two preceding verses a gracious prediclion for the comfort of the 
few pious who might be living in the midst of the ungodly, the prophet proceeds to ex¬ 
patiate at greater length against the latter, directing his discourse especially to the civil 
and ecclesiastical officers, who, by their example, exerted so baneful an influence upon 
tbc nation. The chapter may be divided into three parts. Ver. 1-4, an objurgation of 
the princes; 5-7, that of the prophets; and 8-11, that of princes, prophets, and priests 
together. The chapter closes with a prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
Babylonians. 


1 And I said: Hear, I pray you, O hcad9 of Jacob! 

And ye judges of the house of Israel! 

Is it not yours to know justice ? 

2 Who hate good and love evil;' 

Who strip their skin from off them, 

And their flesh from off their bones. 

3 Who devour the flesh of my people, 

And flay their skin from off them; 

Who break their bones in pieces, 

1—3. The b in tnV is expressive of here used, not of merely speculative 
duty or obligation ; what the persons knowledge, but of that which is prac- 
spoken of were bound to do, and what tical. It was the province of the mag- 
might naturally be expected from them istrates to exercise their judicial author- 
in the station which they filled. 5“^ is ity for the protection of the innocent, 
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And separate them as in the pot, 

And as flesh in the midst of the kettle. 

4 Then they may cry to Jehovah, 

But he will not answer them, 

But will hide his face from them at that time ; 
Because they have corrupted their doings. 

5 Thus saitk Jehovah respecting the prophets, 
Who cause my people to err; 

Who bite with their teeth, and cry, Peace ; 

But against him that putteth not into their mouth 
They prepare war. 

6 Surely ye shall have night without vision ; 

Ye shall have darkness without divination; 

Yea, the sun shall go down upon the prophets, 
And the day shall become black over them. 


and the punishment of evil-doers. But 
instead of thus discharging the duties of 
their office, they were themselves perpe¬ 
trators of the most flagrant acts of op¬ 
pression and cruelty. Their inhuman 
conduct is very forcibly described by the 
prophet, in language borrowed from the 
process of slaying and preparing animals 
for food, and the feasting consequent 
thereon. Comp. Ps. xiv. 4 ; Prov. xxx. 
14. The pronominal affixes in ver. 2 , 
refer to the people, understood, and not 
to 3 *iu and immediately preceding, 
which are obviously employed as abstract 
neuters. Though many MSS. read y-i 
with the Kerf, yet there are others which 
exhibit ns 7 , the proper pointing of the 

Chethib. No codex supports the emen¬ 
dation rjtria instead of nr S3. The LXX. 

-• ; • V l - 

may, or may not, have so read. The 
etymology of r “ is uncertain, but that 
it signifies a vessel for boiling in is clear 
from its being here parallel with n*3, and 
in 1 Sam. ii. 14 with nvs, m and 

A 

T ss • 

4. ts, then, and K'nn FSa, at that 

time, are anticipative of the period of 
divine judgment. The infliction of such 
judgment is implied, not expressed. The 
more emphatically to convey an impres¬ 
sion of its certainty, the prophet takes it 
for granted. God is said to hear or an¬ 
swer prayer, when he grants what is Bup- 

30 


plicated; and to hide his face, when he 
disregards or affords no relief to the sup¬ 
pliant. -irss, with the LXX., Syr., 

• » 

Jusii, Dathe, and others, I take to bo 

causal, as in Num. xxvii. 14 ; 1 Sam. 

xxviii. 18 ; 2 Kings xvii. 26. 

5. C““ 3 r 2 C*3y:n, who bite with their 

■ #* ^ 


teeth , the antithesis requires to be under¬ 
stood in the sense of eating the food 
supplied by the people. While such 
supplies were granted, the false prophets 
predicted prosperity; but if they with¬ 
held them, measures of a hostile nature, 
under a religious pretext, were odopted 
against them. Thus the Tars. 1^7 
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They prophesy peace to him who feeds 
them with dinners of flesh. The phrase 
is purposely selected in order satirically 
to expose the selfishness of the deceivers. 
For the meaning of to sanctify, as 
here used, see on Is. xiii. 3; Joel i. 14; 
and comp. Jer. vi. 4. 

6 , 7. So completely should the pre¬ 
dictions of the false prophets be dis¬ 
proved by the judgments that were to be 
brought on the nation, and so painfully 
should they themselves experience those 
judgments, that they could no longer 
have the effrontery to practise their 
deceptions. Under such circumstances 
they could not pretend to deliver any 
divine oracle to the people. The words 
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7 Then shall the seers be ashamed, 

And the diviners confounded ; 

They shall all cover their beard ; 

For there shall be no response from God. 

8 But truly I am full of power by the Spirit of Jehovah, 

And of judgment and might; 

To declare unto Jacob his transgression, 

And to Israel his sin. 

9 Hear this, I beseech you, ye heads of the house of Jacob! 
And judges of the house of Israel! 


Who abhor justice, 

And pervert all equity ; 

10 Building Zion with blood, 

do not imply that they ever had really 
received any such oracles : they merely 
professed to have received them, •a is 
here to be taken privalively, and not in 
the signification of ob, propter, etc., as 
interpreted by some. The obscuration 
of the heavenly bodies, or of the light of 
day, is frequently employed by the proph¬ 
ets, as it is by oriental writers generally, 
to denote affliction or calamity. Amos 
viii. 9. c Sz, LXX., in 2 Sam. xix. 25, 

■f i 

pv<rra £, the mustache or beard, which is 
held in high estimation in the East, and 
in exhibiting which, properly grown 
and trimmed, the Orientals greatly pride 
themselves. To hide it, therefore, by 
covering it, was regarded as a striking 
mark of shame or sorrow. Sec Lev. 
xiii. 45; 2 Sam. xix. 25 ; Ezek. xxiv. 
17, 22. 

8. Full of conscious sincerity, and 
of his divine commission, in the execu¬ 
tion of which he was sustained by the 
supernatural influence of the Holy Spirit, 
and zealous for the glory of God, and 
the recovery of his people, Micah avows 
his readiness, with all boldness, to an¬ 
nounce to them his inspired message re¬ 
specting their sins. His character and 
conduct formed a perfect contrast to 
those of the false prophets. The com¬ 
pound particle and the pronoun 

are here emphatic, rp, means the 
supernatural power necessary for the gen¬ 
eral discharge of the prophetic office; 
comp. lvvapks t Luke i. 17, xxiv. 49 ; 


Acts i. 8 ; fcSrK, a sense of moral rec¬ 
titude, distinguishing clearly between 
right and wrong, and impelling to the 
advocacy and maintenance of such ac¬ 
tions, as are conformable to the Divine 
law ; and 7VT12}, moral couratje , or a bold 

and intrepid spirit, inciting its possessor 
to throw aside all timidity in defending 
the cause of God and truth. Comp. 2 

Tim. i. 7. 

9. The prophet now proceeds to de¬ 

liver in full the message which he had 
commenced, ver. 1, employing the same 
formula, as he also does chap, 

vi. 1. The remaining verses of the 
chapter furnish a noble specimen of that 
bold and uncompromising fidelity which 

characterized his ministry. 

•» 

10. r: 2 , the LXX., Syr., Targ., and 

Vulg., render in the plural, but no He¬ 
brew codex exhibits the variation. The 
authors of these versions doubtless re¬ 
garded the participle as a collective, 
which mode of construction wc must 
adopt, or, with Miehaclis, we must sup¬ 
pose that the prophet bad Shcbna, Is. 
xxii. 16-18, Jchoiakim, or Borne other 
particular prince in his eye; the former 
interpretation is preferable. CM2-, blood, 
used for the wealth obtained by shedding 
the blood of its owners. Comp. Jcr. xxii. 
13; Ezek. xxii. 27 ; Ilab. ii. 12, in the 
latter of which passages and r.Vi2 

are used as parallels, with the same par¬ 
ticle, r:*2. 

w ■■ 
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And Jerusalem with wickedness. 

11 Her heads judge for reward, 

And her priests teach for hire ; 

Her prophets also divine for money ; 
Yet they lean upon Jehovah, saying: 
Is not Jehovah in the midst of us ? 
No calamity shall come upon us. 

12 Surely on your account 

Sion shall be ploughed as a field, 


11. ini is a gift or bribe given to a 
judge to obtain freedom from punish¬ 
ment. Receiving bribes was strictly 
prohibited by the Mosaic law, Exod. 
xxiii. 8 ; Dcut. xvi. 19. That the 

0*:nb» priests , were authorized by that 

■ 

law to act in the capacity of ordinary re¬ 
ligious teachers, does not appear. Their 
being thus employed by Jehoshaphat is 
narrated as something altogether extra¬ 
ordinary, 2 Chron. xvii. 7-9. Besides 
attending to the ceremonial observances, 
they had devolved upon them the de¬ 
cision of controversies, Deut. xvii. 8-11, 
xxi. o ; Ezek. xliv. 24, cases of leprosy, 
divorce, etc. Lev. x. 11. They were to 
lay down the law in such eases, and pro¬ 
nounce the final sentence. Comp. Mai. 
ii. 7 ; Deut. xxxiii. 10; and see Mi- 
ehaelis on the Laws of Moses, Art. lii. 
They are here associated with the judges, 
because in certain eases they gave a 
joint verdict; and in the time of the 
prophet were equally avaricious and cor¬ 
ruptible. The verb CDp, to divine , be¬ 
ing only used of false prophets, shows 
that those reproved by Micah were of 
that description. Comp. Jude 11. With 
all their wiekod perversion of right, they 
hypocritically claimed an interest in the 
favor of God, and scouted the idea that 
the calamities denounced by his true 
prophets could ever overtake them. 
Comp. Jer. vii. 4, 8-11, where the same 
presumptuous confidence in the Divine 
presence in the temple, is exposed and 
condemned. 

12. We have here at last an awful 
epiphonema, in which the destruction of 
the metropolis is expressly and par¬ 
ticularly predicted. The wicked leaders 


of the people were now building and 
beautifying it, by expending upon it 
their unrighteous gains, ver. 10; but 
the time was coming when it should be 
completely desolated. “ Zion ” desig¬ 
nates the site of the city of David on 
the south ; “ Jerusalem,” the houses oc¬ 
cupied by the inhabitants generally in 
the centre and the north ; and “ the 
mountain of the house,” Moriah on the 
east. Instead of y*y, the Chaldee ter¬ 
mination, five MSS., five others origin¬ 
ally, and the Babylonian Talmud, read 
JVSm* the house , i. e. ko.t ££oxt?v, 
the temple. That which was their boast 
and confidence, was to be converted into 
a wilderness. signifies not only a 

forest, but also a thicket of shrubs, a 
rough or rugged locality, from the Arab. 

5 asper , salebrosus fuit ; dijficilis 

9 

incessu, asper locus. The whole verse 
contains a description of utter ruin and 
desolation. The enunciation of such a 
prophecy evinced the greatest intrepidity 
on the part of Micah, nnd is quoted as 
an instance of prophetic boldness, Jer. 
xxvi. 18, 19. The ploughing of the city 
by the enemy, which has its parallel in 
Horace, lib. i. Od. 16, 

** Imprimeretque muris 
Hostile aratrum exercitus insolens,” 

has by some interpreters been referred 
to what is recorded in the Talmud, 
noticed by Jerome, and repeated by 
Maimonides, that Titus Annius llufus, 
an officer in the Roman army, tore up 
with a ploughshare the foundations of 
the temple; but little or no credit is to 
be given to the story. See Dcylingii 
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Jerusalem shall become heaps, 

And the mountain of the house woody heights. 


Observationes Sacr. pt. v. pp. 448, 450. 
Robinson's Palestine, vol. ii. pp. 2, 8. 
The circumstance, however, that what 
Mieah predicts, relates to the city as 
distinguished from the temple, clearly 
militates against the application of his 
language. Equally inapposite as to the 
fulfilment of the prophecy are the appeals 


to the present partially cultivated state 
of Mount Zion, since the destruction to 
which it points was not the more distant 
devastations under Titus and Adrian, 
but the more proximate under Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar. For the accomplishment, 
6ee Neh. ii. 17, iv. 2 ; Lam. v. 18. 


CHAPTER IV. 


By a sudden transition, as at chap. ii. 13, the prophet pasEes from his denunciation of pun- 
isliment, to a description of the glorious state of the church subsequent to the restoration 
from the captivity in Babylon. He predicts the establishment of the kingdom of Christ 
upon the ruins of idolatry, and the accession of the Gentiles, 1, 2; the peaceful nature of 
his reign, 3, and the security of his Subjects, 4. He then abruptly introduces bis captive 
countrymen, who, having been recovered to the worship of the true God, declare, that, 
however the idolaters around them might adhere to their several systems of creature- 
worship, they would never renounce the service of Jehovah, 5. The 3Iost High promises 
to gather even the weakest of them from their dispersions, restore their national exist¬ 
ence, and reign over them for ever, G-8. The intermediate invasion of Judea, the cap¬ 
tivity in Babylon, and the liberation of the Jews, arc next depicted, 9-11. Upon which 
follows a prediction of the victories which they should gain over their enemies in the 
time of the Maccabees,and of the reverse which took place on the establishment of Herod by 
the Roman power. 


1 And it shall come to pass in the last of the days, 
That the mountain of Jehovah’s house 

Shall be established on the summit of the mountains, 
And be elevated above the hills, 

And the people shall flow to it. 

2 Yea, many nations shall go, and say: 

Come let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah, 


1-3. On the general identity of this 
prophecy with 19. ii. 2-4, see the note 
on that passage, to which the reader is 
also referred for the interpretation. The 
verbal discrepancies, which are few and 
trivial, will be best seen on consulting 
New come, who exhibits the Hebrew text 


of both prophets in parallel columns. 
The sense is the same throughout. 
Twenty MSS., originally ten more, one 
by correction, and the Complut. edition, 
read vVs instead of i*V?. For ;s'e* tiV, 
thirty-six MSS., probably another, seven 
originally, and six by correction, together 
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To the house of the God of Jacob, 

That he may teach us his ways, 

And that we may walk in his paths; 

For out of Zion shall go forth the law, 

And the word of Jehovah from Jerusalem. 

0 And he shall arbitrate among many people, 

And give decision to many distant nations, 

So that they shall beat their swords into coulters, 

And their spears into prlining-knives ; 

Nation shall not raise a sword against nation, 

Neither shall they learn war any more. 

4 And they shall sit each under his vine, and under his fig-tree, 
And none shall make him afraid; 

For the mouth of Jehovah of hosts hath spoken it. 

5 Though all the people should walk 
Each in the name of his god, 

Yet we will walk in the name of Jehovah our God, 

For ever and ever. 

6 In that day, saith Jehovah, 

I will gather the halting, 

h 

with four of the early editions, read sVn; 

and for •Sw" five MSS., four originally, 

and now one, read ss'. 

1 

4. This beautiful addition, which is 
not in Isaiah, appears to have been a 
common adage among the Hebrews to 
express a state of complete outward 
seeuritv. 1 Kings iv. 25 ; Zech. iii. 10. 

For a state of things precisely the re¬ 
verse see my Biblical Researches and 
Travels in Russia, etc. p. 43G. 

5. Many interpreters have been puz¬ 
zled how to reconcile the statement 
made in the beginning of this verse with 
the prediction contained in verse 2 ; and 
Hartmann goes so far as to assert, that it 
was originally a marginal gloss, written 
by a different pen, and afterwards inserted 
in the text. The difficulty will be re¬ 
moved, if we consider the words to be 
those of the Jews during their dispersion. 

“ Hie spcctanda cst diversitas temporis.” 

Calvin, in loc. They witnessed the ea¬ 
gerness with which the idolaters around 
them devoted themselves to the service 
of their gods — an eagerness which led 
them to d(>spair of their ever being 


reclaimed ; and they nobly resolved that 

nothing should ever again move them to 

abandon the service of Jehovah ; but 

that, with equal earnestness, they would 

addict themselves to hi9 worship, and 

the observance of his laws, "d is here a 

■ 

formula of concession : be it so that , 
although , or the like. Comp, for this 
use of the particle, Gen. viii. 21 ; Exod. 
xiii. 17 ; Josh. xvii. 18 ; Deut. xxix. 18. 
"e ~V“, to walk in the name of any 
one, means to frame one’s conduct accord¬ 
ing to his will, to act by his authority, and 
in accordance with his character. Eti, 
name, is often used for the person him¬ 
self. Com. the phrases rrirr a ; 
rnTV 1 ru$ in th e wa V °f 1° 

follow Jehovah. It 6eems here to be 
specially employed in reference to relig¬ 
ious worship. Comp. Zcch. x. 12. 

6-8. That the subject of these verses 
is the restoration from Babylon, and the 
reestablishment of the Jewish state, and 
not any spiritual gathering of men gen¬ 
erally to the church of God, is placed 
beyond dispute by the prediction that the 
scattered and afflicted remnant of Israel 
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And collect the outcasts, 

And those whom I have afflicted. 

7 And I will make the halting a remnant. 

And those that had been far removed a strong nation; 

And Jehovah shall reign over them in Mount Zion, 

From henceforth, and for ever. 

S And thou, O tower of the flock ! 

O hill of the daughter of Zion ! 

To thee it shall come, 

Even the former rule shall come, 

The kingdom of the daughter of Jerusalem. 

was again to become a strong nation , reference to the strength of Jerusalem, 


ver. 7, and by the use of the phrase 
pasxm r.b'O'Z'cr., the former rule, ver. 

8, which can only be interpreted of the 
theocratic government at Jerusalem. 
"When the Hebrews first returned to 
their own land, they were few in num¬ 
ber, amounting only to 42,360 ; but they 
rapidly increased, and in the time of the 
Maccabees not only became an inde¬ 
pendent state, but acquired such power 
that they vanquished the formidable 
Syro-Grecian armies. The Asmonaean 
family possessed supreme authority from 
Mattathias to Herod the Great. To the 
above interpretation no valid objection 
can be taken on the ground that Jehovah 
is said, ver. 7, to reign for ever over 
those who were to be assembled. cV*.y, 

nr 

eternity , or long indefinite duration, 
whether applied to the past or the future, 
must always be determined by the nature 
of the subject. It is very often used of 
the Mosaic institutes, Exod. xii. 14, 17, 
xxvii. 21, xxviii. 43 ; Lev. iii. 17. It is 
even employed to denote the period of the 
seventy years’ captivity, Jer. xviii. 16. For 
pyysn and nn*sn, comp. Ezek. xxxiv. 
16 ; Zeph. iii. 19. rxVr.Dn is the Niphal 
participle of xVn, to be removed. Syr. 

a V 

elongavit , removit. Arabic 

JLp H., recessit , abscessit. Having 

employed metaphors taken from the 
treatment of sheep, Micah calls the 
Jewish people, in their collective capa¬ 
city, -in?, a flock. Comp, pirn the 

flock of Jehovah , Jer. xiiL 17; and in 


and the watchful care exercised by the 
government, he characterizes her as 

the toicer of the flock. Some, 
indeed, think with Jerome, that a place 
of this name, to which reference is made 
Gen, xxxv. 21, and which that father 
says lay about a mile distant from Beth¬ 
lehem, is intended ; but, from its being 
in apposition with yps-ra bt v, mound 

of the daughter of Zion , a fortified hill or 
elevation on the eastern part of Mount 
Zion, and here put for the whole, such 
interpretation is inadmissible. For Vest, 
comp Is. xxxii. 14 ; 2 Chron. xxvii. 3, 
xxxiii. 14 ; Neh. iii. 26, 27, in which last 
passage the tower, is mentioned 

along with it, which is doubtless identi¬ 
cal with ^na, Is. xxxii. 14. The word is 
derived from Ve?, to swell, become tumid. 

*■ i 1 

Arab. JuLt, tumore laboravit, pinguendo 

circa peritueum capri, etc. Tbv ’O <p\ay 
Ka\ovpcvov uiJfTjAav. Joseph, de BelL 
Jud. lib. vi. cap. 6, § 3. The LXX, P 
Aquil. Symm., Syr., and Vulg., confound 

the word with Vex, thick darkness. The 

w 

Tar gum applies the passage to the Mes¬ 
siah : -pista* xrrr ?2 pxi 

■ ■ ■* ■ ■ 

s-pry rrV yi s s* xp^as ■»= , sn 

^ » '• It ’ • - » m m « - ■« * 

PP-ttV XPttTK, “ And thou, 0 Messiah 

f* * T 

of Israel , who art hid on account of the 

sins of the congregation of Zion , to thee 

the kingdom will come ; ” but there is no 

more foundation for this interpretation, 

than for that of Jonathan on 'V*aE» 

- ; 

Gen. xxxv. 21 : rrs x*rx 

x-'t^p tries xrrrc xaVa ■'Vans*, u the 
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9 Why, now, dost thou cry aloud ? 

Is there no king in thee ? 

Have thy counsellors perished ? 

That pains should have seized thee 
Like a woman in travail ? 

10 Be in pain, and bring forth, O daughter of Zion! 
Like a woman in travail; 

For now thou shalt go forth from the city, 

And shalt dwell in the field, 

Thou shalt even go to Babylon; 

There thou shalt be delivered, 

There Jehovah shall redeem thee, 

From the hand of thine enemies. 

11 And now many nations are gathered against thee, 


place from which King Messiah is to be 
revealed at the end of the days” whatever 
use may be made of it in the way of argu- 
mentum an hominem in reasoning with 
the Jews. b in rsVi is a periphrasis of 
the genitive. 

9. nP? is not here used in its temporal 
signification, but merely as a particle 
designed emphatically to draw attention 
to what follows. Five MSS. and another 
originally, supported by the LXX. and 
Targ., read nr'?", which is the usual 

W ¥ 1 - ^ 

ft 

form. The prophet plunges at once into 
the circumstances of consternation in 
which the inhabitants of Jerusalem would 
be placed on the approach of the Chaldean 
army. The questions relative to a king 
and his council are put ironically, and 
provoke the answ r er, “ Yes, we have, but 
they arc nothing worth : they cannot 
protect us, nor contrive any means of 
escape.” yy-ii the LXX. treat as a col¬ 
lective 71 $0U\7) <TOV . 

10. ‘nh, instead of for the sake 

m 

of euphony. Comp, in reference to 
childbirth, Job xxxviii. 8 ; Ps. xxii. 10. 
Having employed the metaphor of a 
parturient female, the prophet carries it 
on in this verse, strikingly depicting the 
condition of anguish and distress which 
the Jews had to anticipate before they 
should enjoy deliverance. The Baby¬ 
lonish captivity, and its happy termina¬ 
tion, are predicted in express terms. Both 
were likewise expressly foretold by Isaiah, 


the contemporary of Mieah, chap, xxxix. 
7, xliii. 14, xlviii. 20. The repetition of 
tsj, there, is emphatic. The inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, when removed from the 
city, should be located in the open coun¬ 
try, till the whole were collected, and 
then they should all be conveyed to 
Babylon. 

11. The nations here referred to were 
those which composed the army of 
Nebuchadnezzar, or which joined that 
army in its attack upon Jerusalem. The 
more immediate neighbors of the Jews 
are no doubt specially intended. Comp. 
Lam. ii. 16; Ezck. xxxv.; Obad. 12, 13. 
These defiled Jerusalem when they shed 
the blood of her citizens and profaned 
her sacred places, antn is used, like 
2 nan, Obad. 12, in an emphatic sense, to 
denote the malignant delight with which 
the enemies of the Jew9 feasted on their 
calamities. For the use of the feminine 
singular Tn^ with the dual masculine, 
comp. 2 Sam. x. D ; Job xx. 11. Nothing 
is more common in Arabic than to em¬ 
ploy the feminine form of the verb when 
the agent is anything irrational or in¬ 
animate. The singular number is em¬ 
ployed as the simpler form of the verb. 
It may be observed, however, that, in¬ 
stead of Hi**:*? in the plural, four MSS., 
two of the most ancient editions, the Syr. 
and Targ., read 33 :"S in the singular. 
The LXX, have the plural. Both ti:nr> 
and are optative in force. 
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That say : Let her be profaned ! 

And : Let our eyes look upon Zion. 

12 But, as for them, they know not the designs of Jehovah, 
Neither do they understand his purpose: 

For he shall collect them as sheaves into the threshing-floor. 

13 Arise ! thresh, 0 daughter of Zion ! 

For I will make thy horn iron, 

And thy hoofs copper, 

And thou shalt beat in pieces many nations; 

Thou shalt devote their gains to Jehovah, 

And their substance to the Lord of all the earth. 

14 Assemble yourselves now, 0 daughter of troops! 

\Ye are besieged ! 


12. nisrt is a nominative absolute, used 

i »* 

for the sake of emphasis. The enemies 
of the Jews had not the most distant idea, 
that the object of Jehovah in permitting 
his people to be so treated was to recover 
them from idolatry, and thus prepare 
them for a triumphant restoration. The 
metaphor taken from the process of 
threshing out grain is frequently used 
by the prophets to denote the complete 
destruction of a people. Comp. Jer. li. 
33. For the manner in which this 
process is carried on, see on Is. xxviii. 

27, 28. 

13. A continuation of the metaphor. 

Comp, for a real parallel, Is. xli. 15, 16. 
There is, however, a very natural instance 
of mixed metaphor, derived from the 
destructive power lodged in the horn of 
the ox, though it is not employed in 
threshing, which greatly adds to the force 
of the passage. That horn, should 

here be employed to signify the homy 
substance forming the hoof of the ox, 
cannot be admitted. Comp. 1 Kings 
xxii. 11. The horn w’as a symbol of 
power exercised in subduing and pun¬ 
ishing enemies. The Orientals give to 


fragment of the old form of the personal 
pronoun regularly preserved in the 
Syriac. Compare, for other instanees, 

Ruth iii. 3 ; ■'nrVn, Jer. xxxi. 21, 

- • ■ 1 

though they are pointed with a Sheva, 
and the Kcri directs that thev should be 

W 

read n>c»nnd n-bn. TheLXX., Aquila, 
Symm., Theodot., the Syr., and Vulg., 
all have the second person. Din, Arab, 

prohibuit; sacrum , quod non est 

promiscue usus ; to make sacred ’, devote , 
whether in a good or a bad sense. As 
conquerors used to consecrate a portion 
of their spoils to their deities by hanging 
them up in their temples, so the triumph¬ 
ant Hebrews would employ the riches 
■which they acquired by their victories in 
beautifying the temple of Jehovah, and 
supporting his worship. The Maccabean 
times are specially referred to. 

14. I consider htts, troop , to be a col- 

w 

lective. Jerusalem is called a daughter 
of troops^ on account of the great body 
of military quartered within her walls, 
and in the surrounding districts. That 
it is Jerusalem, and not the enemy, that 
is addressed, the close coherence of the 



Alexander the Great the epithet of 




bicomis ; and the kings of 


Macedon were actually in the habit of 
wearing the horns of a ram in their 
casques. Tisinn I take to be the sec¬ 


ond person feminine, the Yod being a 


forms with those of the preceding context 
sufficiently shows. For the paronomasia 
in ’amp, comp. Gen. xlix. 19. 

— ■ ■ JL 

v ■ 

The common acceptation of tt}, is to cut 
or make incisions ; but that it also signi¬ 
fies to assemble as troops , 6ee Jer. v. 7. 

Syr. | , a portion or detachment of 
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With a rod they have smitten on the cheek 
The judge of Israel! 


an army . Though at tr the enemy is 
understood, it is better to construe it 
impersonally, and give it in our language 
in the passive. In 133*7 and t3Ei* is 

9 

another paronomasia. Most understand 
by the 13 Er, judge , Zedekiah, who was 
treated contumeliously by the Baby¬ 
lonians ; but it seems preferable to refer 
it to some of the chief rulers of the Jews 
at the time of the siege of Jerusalem 
described by the prophet; or the term 
may be used collectively. The position 
of Hengstenberg and some others, that 
it is selected on purpose to mark a period 
during which no king of the house of 


David reigned, might be allowed, were 
it not for the influence of the foregoing 
t33-3, with which it forms the parono¬ 
masia. Though the LXX. have rendered 
the term by 0uAas, Aq., Symm., and 
Theod., have tcpiryv' The siege in ques¬ 
tion Michaelis thinks was that by Sosius, 
the Roman general, r. c. 37, when An- 
tigonus, the last of the Asmontcan dy¬ 
nasty, was obliged to submit to the su¬ 
perior power. Whether this prince be 
specifically intended I shall not determine. 
So much is certain, that he was most 
contemptuously treated by Sosius; see 
Josephus, Bell. Jud. lib. i. cap. xviii. 2. 


CHAPTER Y. 


Haytno just adverted to the calamitous circumstances in which the Jews should be placed 
at the commencement of the reign of Herod, the prophet foretells in a very explicit man¬ 
ner, the birth of the Messiah, which wqs to take place during the lifetime of that king, 1. 
A prediction is then introduced respecting the final dealings of God towards the nation 
previous to that illustrious event, 2, on which the permanent and universal nature of the 
new dispensation is announced, 3. The subject of the victories of the Jews over the 
Syro-Grecian armies is again taken up, 4-8; and the chapter concludes with threaten- 
ings both against the Jews in the time of Mieah, and the enemies by whom they were to 
be punished, 9-15. 


1 And thou, Bethlehem Ephratha! 

Art small to be among the thousands of Judah, 


1. Michaelis remarks, “If not even a 
word was found in Matt. ii. 5, 6, ex¬ 
planatory of our text, I should believe 
the subject to be Christ, who was born 
in the reign of Herod. The whole 
thread of the prophecy in the preceding 
chapter leads me to him, and the time 
of his birth.” The Messianic application 
of the prophecy was formally made by 
the Jewish Sanhedrim, in their official 
reply to Herod, Matt. ii. 5, 6; and is 

31 


admitted both by the Rabbinical and 
the rationalistic interpreters, though, as 
might be expected, they differ as to the 
person of the Messiah. The Targum has, 


*r=y 


'■ T 


ttn'T'n piE*' nSW 

X'K'V “TT Vt-J-ite’' by "tA 5 ® 

i " f ' 9 ■» -| ■ | Tp 


NttVy “From thee the 

Messiah shall come forth before me , to 
exercise dominion over Israel , whose name 
was announced long ago t from the days of 
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Yet from thee shall He come forth to me 
To be Ruler in Israel, 


old” The position of Theodore of Mop- 
suesta, Grotius, Datlie, and some others, 
that Zerubbabel was intended, is now 
given up by all; and most interpreters 
of the German school find their notion 
of an ideal Messiah sufficiently con¬ 
venient in explaining this and other 
passages, as it relieves them from all in¬ 
vestigation in regard to positive histori¬ 
cal personality. cnV;“n'2, Bethlehem, 

literally, the House of Bread. Arab. 

Beit Lahniy the House of 


Flesh . It was a small town in the tribe 
of Judah, built on the slope of a ridge, 
about six Roman miles to the west by 
south of Jerusalem, and originally cele¬ 
brated as the birth-place of David, the 
first of the line of Jewish kings. rn£S. 

° i 1? 

Ephrath , Gen. xlviii. 7, or, as it is com¬ 
monly written, with the n paragogie, 
r:rn2s, Ephratha , appears from the pas- 

sage just cited to have been the original 
name of the place. The "word has much 
the same signification as Beth-lehem , 
being derived from to be fruitful; 

and no doubt the place received both 
names from the fertility of tlie region. 
Dr. Robinson observes respecting the 
present aspects of the town: “ The 

many olive and fig orchards, and vine¬ 
yards round about are marks of industry 
and thrift; and the adjacent fields, 
though stony and rough, produce never¬ 
theless good crops of grain. M Biblical 
Researches in Palestine, vol ii. p. 161. 
The names occur as parables in the 
stanzas, Ruth iv. 11: — 


nm£N3 V~ri"“Ti'TSi 

: cnb rv'33 tri—snp? 

1 • t • ■« * I • 

% V • 

It was likewise called Bethlehem Judah, 
Judges xvii. 7, xix. 1 ; Ruth i. 1 ; Matt, 
ii. 5, in order, it is thought, to distinguish 
it from another place of the same name 
in the tribe of Zabulon, Josh. xix. 15. 
vys, as well as riPS, is of the masculine 
gender, contrary to rule in Hebrew, but 
in accordance with Arabic usage, in 
which the names of cities are sometimes 


put in the masculine, In the present 
instance, however, the change was doubt¬ 
less occasioned by rv^» which is of that 
gender, being strongly prominent to the 
view of the prophet. Pocoekc, in the 
notes to his Porta Mosis, chap, ii., and in 
his commentary on the passage, labors 
hard to support the opinion of Tanchum 
and Abulwalid, that has the two 

contrary significations of little and great; 
but the opinion rests upon nothing be¬ 
yond the construction which these writ¬ 
ers have put upon the term as occur¬ 
ring in Jcr. xlviii. 4, and Zech. xiii. 7, 
which passages, when closely examined, 
admit of no other signification being 
attached to the word but that of little t 
of small note , or esteem , though it may 
seem to bo supported by iheTargumic rei - 
dering v.rrritsV:? in the former of these 
passages, ar.d by iroififras the reading of 
the Alexandrian MS. of the LXX., and 

O O V 

that of the Syriac, in the latteT. 

' M “ 

In none of the cognate dialects has the 
■word the signification of greatness or 
dignity, rvrnb -rys is literally little 

in respect of being, little to exist, or be 
reckoned . There is no occasion to resort 
to the hypothesis that b here forms a 
comparative, and is equivalent to -ps 
What the prophet asserts is, that Beth¬ 
lehem w’as positively little in point of 
size or population, to rank with the other 
subdivisions of the tribe of Judah. 
Comp. 1 Sam. xxiii. 23. The tribes 
were subdivided into rinsritti families , 
or clans, the chiliads or thousands of 
which had heads or princes, to whom, 
from this eircumstancc, was given the 
name of c*eVn C'eVh ‘is-,, princes 

, i «♦ •• i ■ i >■ i 

and beads of thousands. It is highly 
probable that at the time to which the 
prophecy refers, if not in that of the pro¬ 
phet, the place might not have been able 
to muster a thousand men. No mention 
is made of it among the cities of Judah 
enumerated Josh, xv., though, with many 
others, it is found in the text of the LXX. 
Nor does it occur in the list, Neh. xi. 25, 
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"Whose comings forth have been of old, 
From the ancient days. 


etc. It is spoken of in the New Testa¬ 
ment as Kwfirj, d village , or hamlet , John 
vii. 42. In the present day its inhabit¬ 
ants are rated at eight hundred taxable 
men. See Dr. Robinson, ut sup. Yet, 
small and inconsiderable as Bethlehem 
was it was to have the distinguished 
honor of giving birth to the Messiah. 

“ O sola magnarum urbium 
Major Bethlem, cui contigit 
Ducem salutis ccelitus 
Incorporatum gignere.” 

Prudent ins, Hymn. Epiph. 77. 

Between the former and the latter 
half of the verse is a marked antithesis. 
In this respect, Ki* 1 ' and ■rnksiTS, corres- 

* «■ T ^ 

pond ; the former, designating the future 
coming forth of the Illustrious Ruler 
here predicted, when he should actu¬ 
ally assume human nature; the latter, his 
ancient comings forth , when he created 
the world, and appeared to Moses and 
the patriarchs, and revealed to them the 
Divine will. The idea conveyed by the 
noun must be identical with that ex¬ 
pressed by the verb. Abenezra, Abar- 
banel, Grotius, Hartmann, Rosenmiillcr, 
Gesenius, Ilitzig, Maurer, and Ewald, 
give origines as the signification of 

and regard the term as refer¬ 
ring to the Davidic extraction of the Mes¬ 
siah. This signification is likewise stren¬ 
uously maintained by Ilengstenberg ; but, 
instead of finding any reference to the 
ancient family of David, he adopts the 
opinion that the object of the prophet is 
to teach the eternal existence of the Mes¬ 
siah. Ilis position, however, is perfectly 
untenable, since nothing can be more in¬ 
congruous than the ascription of locality 
to eternity, which he expressly docs in 
the translation, “ his goings forth (in the 
sense of places of going forth), are the 
ancient times, the days of eternity, i. e. 
the very ancient times.” None of the 
passages which he alleges proves the 
local signification ; they all describe the 
act, not the place or time of egress. 

before enjs and in thfy -to-ib, is used 
in its temporal acceptation, marking the 


terminus a quo. The LXX. QoSot aurov 
hir’ hpxvs ppepwi/ atwuos. Syriac 

<* . £> m V 

r„v 

. ^, “ JJ hose going forth 



is from the beginning, from the days of 
the ages.” Vulg. il Et egressus ejus ab in¬ 
itio, a diebus cetemitatis ” The Arab, 
though unwarrantably free as a ver¬ 
sion, gives pretty much the true sense: 




Jo tyw! 

’■> 


4 

<5* 




“ Whose goings forth in 


Israel are from the days of the age.” It 
is, however, not unlikely, that the words 

JLjL^! have crept into the text 
* • • 


from the preceding, clause. Though 
C-p is used of past duration absolutely 
in reference to God, Deut. xxxiii. 27, 
yet it is most frequently employed to de¬ 
note past, especially ancient time , and is 
synonymous with tV : y, with which it 
occurs in poetic parallelisms. Comp, the 


Arab. preecessit; tempus atiti- 

O 

quum. Syr. ante, coram . Jn 

Ps. xliv. 2, Crn -72“ occurs, just as 

% m 

cV*y “72* does in the present verse ; and 
in Ps. lxxvii. 6 wo have c-^72 C“ 72 “ and 

L'TcViy i-iri' corresponding to each 
other. Comp, also Mieah vii. 14, 20; 
Mai. iii. 4. That the dogma of eternal 
generation or emanation is taught by 
our prophet, does not appear ; but the 
actual preexistence of our Saviour, and 
his active comings forth, in the most an¬ 
cient times, for the accomplishment of 
the Divine purposes, he not obscurely 
teaches. Thus Piscator : “Vcrto egres- 
sioncs, nempe egressioncs a Deo Patre 
ad sanctos Patres Adamum, Noochum, 
Abrahamum, Isaaeum, Jaeobum, quibus 
apparuit scseque fomiliari sermone pate- 
fccit.” For the interpretation of Calvin, 
that the eternal deereo respecting the 
future birth of the Messiah is intended, 
there is no foundation whatever. The 
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2 Nevertheless he will give them up 

Till the time when she who is to bear hath brought forth, 
And the rest of his brethren 
Shall return to the sons of Israel. 


term Ruler , here employed, is that 

used by David in his Messianic Ode, 2 
Sam. xxiii. 3 : — 


* 



Comp. Jer. xxx. 21 : — 


rrm 

v ■ - " T 1 ; 

«».» ■ i * < - 

■ • 

■'Vs 

f ♦' " • ■ • ■ * I ‘ i • 

w m w ■ • 

iaV rs any n“ — an- *d 

• “ T ■/ • • 

t i i ■ i i — ^ ^ i — 

▼ : \ : ” *■ v v *■ 

Comp, also Is. xi. 1-4. ■'V, to me, is not 
without emphasis. The Messiah was to 
come for the express purpose of carrying 
into effect the will of his Father in the 
salvation of men; and though Israel is 
specially mentioned as the sphere of his 
rule, it is not to the exclusion of the 
Gentile w’orld, as vcr. 3. and numerous 
passages in other prophets clearly show. 

For the verbal discrepancies between 
the Hebrew text of Micah, and the quo¬ 
tation Matt. ii. 6, the reader is referred 
to the commentators on the latter pas¬ 
sage. It may suffice to remark here, 
that the Hebrew words cannot with any 
propriety be rendered interrogatively, as 
some have proposed, and that the quo¬ 
tation in question, made by the Sanhe¬ 
drim, and not by the evangelist, is ob¬ 
viously given from memory, and not 
with any view to verbal accuracy. 

2. Notwithstanding the glorious pros¬ 
pect afforded by the promise of the 
Messiah, it was not to supersede the 
state of suffering to which the nation 
was to be previously reduced on account 
of its sins. Into that state it was to be 
brought by the Chaldeans, and was not 
to be fully restored till obout the time 

of his birth. The return from Babylon 

* 

was only partial at first; but, encouraged 
by the prosperity which attended the re¬ 
establishment of the theoeraev, others who 
resided in the East were induced to fol¬ 


low, and multitudes returned from Egypt 
and other parts, before the Christian era. 
The words n"V*' r^Vv are susceptible of 

two interpretations. They may cither 
be referred to the Jewish church, and 
regarded as descriptive of her deliver¬ 
ance from suffering, set forth under the 
metaphor of a travailing woman ; or, 
they strictly and literally apply to the 
mother of the Messiah. The former 
interpretation is adopted by Lipman, 
Munster, Vatablus, Grotius, Drusius, 
Dathe, Justi, and others ; the latter by 
the greater number of expositors—among 
other modems, by Seeker, Michaclis, 
Hartmann, Rosenmiiller, Ilitzig, Maurer, 
and Ewald. This construction of the 
passage alone suits the entire connection. 
It would appear altogether incongruous 
to introduce a tropical designation of the 
church, in a verse in which the Jewish 
people are more than once spoken of in 
language strictly literal. The birth of 
the Messiah, in so far as regards its 
place, and the preexistence of his per¬ 
son, had been predicted vcr. 1 : the 
prophet, who, as already noticed, was 
contemporary with Isaiah, and in all 
probability was acquainted with his cele¬ 
brated prophecy respecting the n^Vj, 

m 

Is. vii. 14, now further adverts to the 
interesting fact hy a somewhat indefi¬ 
nite, but by no means obscure refer¬ 
ence to his virgin mother. This view 
is further confirmed by the use of the 
pronominal affix in rns, which un¬ 
questionably belongs to the Messiah, the 
immediate antecedent, and not, as a 
collective, to Israel, as given in the 
LXX. and Targ. By his “ brethren ” 
cannot be meant the Gentile believers, 
which some interpreters have alleged, 
referring in proof to Ps. xxii. 22 ; Ileb. 
ii. 11; but his brethren according to 
the flesh, those who still remained in 
foreign parts, but who were to he brought 
back to Judea, in order that they might 
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3 And lie shall stand, and feed in the strength of Jehovah, 
In the majesty of the name of Jehovah his God. 

And they shall continue; 

For now shall He be great unto the ends of the earth. 

4 And This Same shall be the peace. 

When the Assyrian shall invade our land, 

And tread our palaces, 

We will raise against him seven shepherds, 

And ei"ht anointed men. 

O 

5 And they shall afflict the land of Assyria with the sword, 
And the land of Nimrod at the entrances thereof: 


be there to receive him, ■when he should 

come forth to be ruler in Israel. The 

preposition V? conveys here the idea of 

superaddition. The foreign Jews were 

to be gathered in addition to those who 

had already been collected. It is thus 

more expressive than Vs. That the 

* 

phrase Vs "l ZT the children of Israel , 

- • 

is not here to be taken in its distinctive 
application to the ten tribes, but denotes 
the descendants of Jacob generally, may 
be inferred from the fact, that it is thus 
appropriated alter the Babylonish cap¬ 
tivity, the period to which the prophecy 
refers. It is well known that the Mae- 


eabtean coins bear tbe inscription, Vp 3 
the Shekel of Israel. Comp, for 

this use the term Vsi'sr, ver. 1 of the 
present chapter. 

3. The verb rizv signifies not simply 
to stand, but also to stand frm t to endure, 
continue . This latter acceptation is ad¬ 
opted here by many, who think it bet¬ 


ter suits the character of the predicted 
king, who is otherwise represented as sil¬ 


ting upon his throne, and not standing. 
But, as the following verb nyn, signifies 


where the scholiast has, fiaoiXta 6xh.w. 
See for this use of the Hebrew verb nyi, 

T 1 

2 Sam. v. 2, vii. 7. The power and glory 
of the Messiah here predicted are those 
with which, as Mediator, he is invested. 
Comp. Is. xi. 2 ; Matt, xxviii. ID ; Ileb. 
ii. 7-9. Jehovah being called “ his 
God,” intimates his subordinate official 
relation. Comp. John xx. 17. If C’j 

rrin'’, the name of Jehovah , be not here 
■* ^ 

a periphrasis for Jehovah himself, it may 
be regarded as descriptive of his attri¬ 
butes, or the character in which lie hath 
revealed himself to mankind. The nom¬ 
inative to must be the subjects 

over whom Messiah reigns, understood. 
These were to consist not of believing 
Jews only, but likewise of believing Gen- 

k r O 

tiles in the remotest regions of the globe, 
as it follows in the verse. Comp, for 
Y~s *C£ts, “the ends of the earth,” in 

1 ’.’V ii, — w 

reference to the amplitude of the king¬ 
dom of Christ, Ps. ii. 8, xxii. 28, lxxii. 8. 
The verb conveys the idea of security 
and permanence. Such was to be the 
character of the new dispensation. It 
remains to add on this verse, that instead 


to feed a flock, there is the greatest 
propriety in presenting him to view in 
the attitude of the good shepherd, who 
stands, that he may survey the whole of 
his sheep, and be in readiness to defend 
them against all attacks. Comp. Is, lxi. 
5. The pastoral metaphor is beautifully 
expressive of royal care and protection. 
Comp. Iliad i. 2G3 : 

O'tov Tletpidodv re, Apvayrd re, iroi/itya 
\awr, 


of ry-;, to feed, two MSS. and some 
printed editions read to sec, while 

the LXX. and Arab, exhibit both read¬ 
ings; and that three MSS. and another 
originally, the Syr., Targ.. and Yulg., 
read or they shall return , 

or be concerted , instead of the current 
reading they shall remain . The 

LXX. have virdp^ooai. 

4, 5. The words ciVr tt r.'m, And 

r v * i : 

This Same shall be the peace, are inti- 



246 


MICAH 


Chap* V. 


And there shall be deliverance from the Assyrian, 
When he shall invade our land, 

And when he shall tread our borders. 


mately connected ■with the preceding 
words, but have no relation to those 
which follow, except in so far as the 
victories there assumed were to pave the 
way for that state of the Jewish affairs 
during which the Messiah was to appear 
in the world, nr, This, This Same, is 
used emphatically, with reference to the 
Messiah, who had just been spoken of. 
Comp, for a similar use of the pronoun, 
Gen. v. 29 ; Exod. xv. 2. c'Vi 1 , peace , 

is put, by metonymy, for the author and 
introducer of reconciliation. Comp. Gen. 
xlix. 10 ; Is. ix. 5 ; Zech. ix. 10; Eph. 
ii. 14, 17 ; Col. i. 20. cVi', signifies to 
restore things to their former state, to 
make restitution; in Hiph. to restoi-c, or 
cause to be at peace . Comp, the Arab. 




redintegrate , sanare. The sub¬ 


stantive is without the article, as fre¬ 
quently in the prophetic writings, when 
the object is to impart energy to the lan¬ 
guage, by condensing the mode of ex¬ 
pression. If be taken to signify 

the ancient Assyrian empire, the refer¬ 
ence will be to the threatened invasion 
in the time of the prophet; but this 
construction ill suits the connection, in 
which respect is had to the more distant 
future ; and what follows, relative to the 
resistance of the Jews, docs not agree 
with any successful events in the history 
of that people during the Assyrian rule. 
I cannot, therefore, but think, that the 
term is employed by our prophet to 
denote the empire of the Seleucidae, 
founded by Selcucus, one of the generals 
of Alexander the Great, by whom he 
was invested with the government of 
Babylonia and Media, and who, under 
the title of King of Syria, subjugated 
all the countries from the Hellespont 
to India and the Jaxartes. On the 
same principle that Darius is called 
-ass TiVtt, the king of Assyria, Ezra vi. 
22, though that empire had long ceased 
to exist, the title might be applied to 
Seleucus and his successors. To them, 


during the period of their reign, belonged 
” the land of Assyria," which is also here 
called 44 the land of Nimrod because, 
according to the proper rendering of 
Gen. x, 11, that monarch went forth 
from Babylon into the country of Assy¬ 
ria, where he built Nineveh and other 
cities there named. According to this 
interpretation, the prophecy in these two 
verses relates to the noble and suc¬ 
cessful opposition which the Maccabees 
offered to Antiochus Epiphanes, when 
he marched against Jerusalem, pillaged 
the temple, and desecrated every object 
sacred in the estimation of the Jews. 
By rousing a spirit of patriotic piety in 
the breasts of their countrymen, they 

not onlv recovered their sacred citv from 
• • 

the enemv, but, after a series of the 
most brilliant victories, drove him to the 
gates of his own fortified cities, and fin¬ 
ally succeeded in securing the national 
independence. It is to this protracted, 
but triumphant struggle, the reference 
is made, Dan. xi. 32. The assertion of 
Hartmann, that S3 "*“•'3 is not 

T T • 

Hebrew in its construction, and that, 
consequently, is to be connected 

with riV-s, is without foundation; fer 
we meet with the very same construc¬ 
tion in kVe” 1 *3 rris ri'S, Numb. vi. 

♦ l ■* • T ■ ■ 

2. Thus also in Arab. ..vjuuuJuo 


tXa-lj lyuLil lit 

M •• 

1 ^ 1 eft f j 44 two cities when their inhabit - 

ants are of one accord Loeman, Fable 

1. The numbers seven and eight appear 
to be used to denote indefinitely a full 
and sufficient number, as in Eecles. xi. 

2. f ‘ Give a portion to seven, and also 
to eight. Comp, also Job v. 18; Prov. 
vi. 16, xxx. 15, 18, 21; Amos i. 3, 6, 
9, etc. So the Greek rpls nal TcTpdtcts, 
and the Latin ter quaterque. M’ere they 
to be takpn literallv, there would be no 

w w 

great difficulty in selecting the number 
from the Maccabcean period; but the com- 
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6 And the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people, 
Like the dew from Jehovah ; 

Like the small rain upon herbs, 

Which waiteth not for man, 

And tarrieth not for the sons of man. 

*1 Yea, the remnant of Jacob shall be among the nations, 

In the midst of many people, 

Like a lion among the beasts of the forest, 

Like a young lion among the flocks of sheep, 

Which, if he pass through, treadeth down and rendeth, 

And there is none to deliver. 

8 Thy hand shall be high against thine adversaries, 


parison of the above passages shows that 
such a process would be unwarranted. 
q-?-', shepherds, and *d *C3, princely 

men, are synonymous, signifying those 
who took the lead in opposing the 
enemy, and who administered the affairs 
of the Jews at the time, because 

1 T 

also signifies to pour out a libation, 
Michaelis is inclined to render the phrase 
T’C:, sacrifices of men, and to 

interpret it of such as sacrificed their 
life in defence of their country. Not 
only, however, is the parallelism opposed 
to this construction of the meaning, but 
also the use of C'r't: in other passages. 

Thus Josh. xiii. 21, yitvo princes 

* m i « 4 • 

(Comp. Yer. dukes) of Sihon ; and Ezek. 
xxxii. 30, viss *“*c: rest;, there arc the 

* t •• # j i i 

princes of the north. The title properly 
signifies anointed, those who had been 
consecrated to their office by anointing 
with oil ; and thus is equivalent to 
E-rrris. In the present instance it is 
used tropically, without any reference to 

the ceremony. Syr. MJb UL'ioL 


W 

Targ. wai; Arab, 

U*LaJ!, great men. njn, to feel, being 


here used in connection with “ the 
sword," must be taken metaphorically, 
and means to consume, devastate, or the 
like. To refer to as its root, is 

altogether inadmissible. The repetition 
in these two verses possesses peculiar 
elegance. Vitn is used impersonally. 


Instead of nAnna in the singular, ?j'V ns a 

• * - * »* r 

in the plural, is the reading of thirty- 
four MSS., originally four more ; the 
Sonein., llrixian, and Complut. editions; 
the Sonein. Prophets, and all the ancient 
versions. 

6, 7. The former of these verses depicts 
the beneficial influence which the re¬ 
mainder of the nation, after its restora¬ 
tion, should exert, by spreading the 
knowledge of the true God among the 
nations in the midst of which tlicv were 
situated; their signal victories against 
such formidable armies, attracting atten¬ 
tion to Him whom they worshipped, and 
to whom they ascribed their success. 
During the existence of the new Jewish 
state, the members of the theocracy had 
much intercourse with foreigners, multi¬ 
tudes of whom became proselytes to the 
faith of Jehovah, and were thus prepared 
to receive the gospel, when preached by 
the apostles. The idea of number lies 

both in Vt3, the dew, and the 

■ ■ ■ 

rain; and the sudden raising up of the 
Jew's was to be as entirely a work of Di¬ 
vine providence, and independent of 
human aid, as the production of the ma¬ 
terial elements. The seventh verse des¬ 
cribes the formidable character of the 
Jews in reference to the hostile nations 
by which they were attacked. For the 
accumulation and the rise in the mean¬ 
ing of the verbs qrji cwn . comp. 

Exod. xv. 9 : VVi) jAns ti'vrs. 

8. Here the prosperous aspect of the 
prophecy closes. The w'ords are ad- 
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And all thine enemies shall be cut off. 

9 And it shall be in that day, saith Jehovah, 

That I will cut off thy horses from the midst of thee; 

And I will destroy thy chariots. 

10 I will cut off the cities of thy land, 

And raze all thy fortresses, 

111 will cut off the sorceries from thy hand, 

And thou shalt have no diviners. 

12 I will cut off thy graven images and thy statues from the midst 

of" thee, 

And thou shalt no more worship the work of thine hands. 

13 I will break down thine images of Astarte from the midst of 

thee, 

And destroy thy cities. 


dressed optatively to Jehovah, and may 
be considered as those either of the 
prophet, or as designed to be adopted by 
the Jewish church. Comp. Is. xxvi. 
11. Her enemies were the enemies of 
Jehovah. 

9-14. The prophet now returns to 
times nearer his own, and predicts the 
beneficial moral changes that were to 
be effected in the condition of his coun¬ 
trymen by the Babylonish conquest and 
captivity. They had, contrary to the 
express command of the Lord, Deut. 
xvii. 16, kept up a formidable body of 
cavalry, and war-chariots ; trusted in 
their fortified cities; encouraged sorcery, 
and indulged in abominable idolatry. 
These were all to be removed, when the 
Jewish state was broken up; and after 
God had employed the heathen in pun¬ 
ishing his apostate people, they in their 
turn should be punished for their obsti¬ 
nate adherence to idol worship, notwith¬ 
standing the testimony borne against 
their conduct by the Jews who lived 
among them. This portion of the chapter 
is strikingly parallel with Is. xlvii. 6-22. 
ForcTns.eeeon Is. xlvii. 9; ford“53*\ytt, 
comp. C'jfy, Is. iii. 6; and for a—rrji, 
see on Is. xvii. 8. As had already 
occurred in the acceptation of cities , 
ver. 10, we should scarcely expect it to 
be again used ver. 13. To remove the 
difficulty Michaelis compares the word 


with the Arab, p , arbor semper 

virens; Arnold, with the Arab. 

8peluncus ; others propose to read L— 

woods , i. e. groves, supposing the initial 
Yod to have been absorbed by that with 
which the preceding word terminates; 
while others would change the word into 
E*“y, witnesses, understanding thereby 
the statues etc., belonging to idol-wor¬ 
ship. There seems, however, to be no 
absolute necessity for departing from the 
signification cities, only wc thereby un¬ 
derstand such as were specially appro¬ 
priated to idolatrous uses, as Jerome 
suggests. Comp. the city 

of the house, or temple of Baal, 2 Kings 
x. 25, by which is meant a separate part 
of Samaria, where the temple was situ¬ 
ated. This construction is required in 
order to form a parallelism with c--pris, 
images of Astarte , occurring immediately 
before in the verse. In all the ancient 
versions the word is rendered by cities , 
except the Targum, in which it is trans¬ 
lated enemies. Some refer the relative 
-<cs at the end of ver. 14 to cp:, and in- 

a f pa ^ ^ 

terpret, unheard of vengeance, but it is 
more natural to connect it with 
nations, the immediate antecedent, and 
to regard the prophet as describing the 
refusal of the pagans, who had enjoyed 
opportunities of learning the true religion 
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14 Ami I will execute vengeance in anger and in wrath, 
Upon the nations which have not been obedient. 


from the Jews, to listen to the instruc¬ 
tions which had been tendered to them. 
Thus theTarg. -jE-rtS 
NlV'nis, *'tke peoples that have not re- 

Y « * _ _ _ _ ^ 

ceived the doctrine of the law” L\\. 
lv ro?s edycatvi ay& £>v ovk tl<rr}KOv<rav> 


Syr. nWi a | Vo Vn*V 

the peoples who have not hearkened. In 
the same way Micliaelis, Hartmann, Justi, 
Dathe, Hitzig, Maurer, Ewald, 


CHAPTER VI. 


It was not sufficient for the prophet to predict the punishments that were to be inflicted on 
the Jews; he was required to press the subject upon their attention, which he does in a 
very affecting manner, by calling a public court, in which the inanimate creation is sum¬ 
moned to supply evidence, 1, 2. An appeal is then made by Jehovah to the accused party, 
respecting his kindness to the nation from the earliest period of its history, 3-5. Con¬ 
victed of guilt, the people are represented ns deeply anxious to obtain, at any cost, recon¬ 
ciliation with Cod, 6,7; and are pointed by the prophet to the only source whence it was 
to be obtained; while, at the same time, they arc reminded of the high properties and ob¬ 
ligations of true piety, 8. He next demands attention to the threatened judgments, 9,- 
specifics some of the crimes ou account of which they were to be brought upon them, 
10-12; repeats the threatening, 13; shows the blasting effects of the Divine wrath upon all 
their undertakings, 14,15; and traces the evil to its true source—the idolatries of the 
kingdom of Israel, 1G. 


1 Hear yc now what Jehovah saith: 

Arise ! plead in the presence of the mountains, 
And let the hills hear thy voice. 

2 Hear, O yc mountains! Jehovah’s controversy, 
And ye rocks, the foundations of the earth ; 


1, 2. It is not unusual with the pro¬ 
phets to make appeals respecting the en¬ 
ormity of human guilt to the inanimate 
parts of creation, as if it were impossible 
for it not to inspire them with life, and 
call them forth as intelligent witnesses of 
what hath taken place in their presence. 
See Dcut. xxxii. 1 ; Is. i. 2; Jer. ii. 12,13. 
By a similar personification the moun¬ 
tains and durable foundations of the earth 
are here summoned to appear in the 
court of heaven. Jehovah, however, 
instead of bringing forward the charge, 

32 


abdicates, as it were, his right, and leaves 
it to the guilty party to state the case. 
Comp. Is. xliii. 26. In the appeal to 
the lofty and ever-during mountains, in 
which the puny affairs of man could 
excite no prejudice, and which might 
therefore be regarded as quite impartial 
judges, there is something inexpressibly 
sublime. C'nrtn rt* a*n, does not mean, 

« t »■ i 

contend with the mountains, as if they 

were the party to be accused, but to 

carry on the cause in their presence. 

rt* is here to be taken in the signification 
«■ 
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For Jehovah hath a controversy with his people, 

And will contend with Israel. 

3 O my people ! What have I done to thee ? 

With what have I wearied thee ? 

Testifv against me. 

■> o 

4 Xay, I brought thee up from the land of Egypt, 

And redeemed thee from the house of slaves ; 

And sent before thee Moses, Aaron and Miriam. 

5 O my people! remember now how Balak the king of Moab con¬ 

sulted, 

And how Balaam the son of Beor answered him ; 

[Remember what happened] 

From Shittim to Gilgal, 

That ye may know the benefits of Jehovah. 


of apudy coram, and is equivalent to 

; rV, before t just as the forms 
■ m 

Ct'jsts, Gen. v. 24, and ■Arnr; 
-itV, xlviii. lo, are identical in 

- V7 •’ ‘ ■ 

meaning. or as it is spelt 

a , ■■ * * 1 


in a great many MSS., and in four early 
editions, standing absolutely, must be 
taken as a substantive, and not as an ad¬ 
jective qualifying y*s Arab. 

stetlt, consist it; petra. 

est omne id, quod durat, et per- 


manct sua in sede . Schultens, Origg. 
Hebbr. p. 112. Instead of y-n ■'■o-ijs, 

I 1 V -• - ; * 

the foundations of the earth, the Arabs 


call the mountains 




the stakes , or posts of the earth. 

3, 4. The Israelites are asked, in the 
kindest and most affecting style, what 
ground of complaint they had against 
Jehovah, which could have induced them 
to act the part they did. Comp. Jer. 
ii. 5, 31. He had demanded of them 
nothing that was unreasonable, -s at 
the beginning of ver. 4, is very expres¬ 
sive, and is equivalent to nay, on the 
contrary , or the like. Instead of having 
done anything to alienate them, God had. 
shown the utmost kindness to them from 
the beginning; not only rescuing them 
from Egyptian bondage, but providing 
them with inspired leaders. Miriam is 
mentioned, on account of the prominent 


part she took in celebrating the Divine 
interposition for their deliverance. She 
is called the prophetess , Exod. 

xv. 20, because she led the female chorus 
which rehearsed the inspired song of 
Moses. The Targ. on Mieah adds : 
rs-rtiV, to instruct the icomen . 

1 ' J ■ 1 l ; 

Comp. Numb. xi. 2. 

5. The kindness of Jehovah to his 
people was manifested, not only in 

furnishing them with inspired teachers, 
but also in counteracting the designs of 
Balak, who wished to engage the pro¬ 
phetic influence of Balaam against them ; 
for that avaricious prophet was compelled, 
contrary lo the cherished desire of his 
heart, to pronounce blessings upon them 
instead of curses. See Numb. xxii. 

xxiii. xxiv. The words ny c *.yz 

^ — m 

V:\Vj, from Shittim to Gilgal, arc not 

^ + * 

to be constructed with those immediately 
preceding ; for Balaam did not cross 
over Jordan to Gilgal, but was slain in 
the land of Midi an, as we read Numb, 
xxxi. 8. Nor are we, with Ewald, to 
suppose them to be a marginal gloss; 
but have merely to supply the ellipsis 
r*n r.yz, what happened, and repeat -b:» 
remember, from the first clause of the 
verse. To this effect the Targ. *-> - 2 : t*Vn 
p* 2 ns yyi y'sV K*v 2 rri< 

kVAji, u TTere not mighty deeds per - 
formed for you from the plain of Shittim 
to the house Gilgal t " Thus also Mun- 
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C With what shall I come before Jehovah ? 

With what shall I bow to the high God ? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings? 
With calves of a year old ? 

V Will Jehovah be satisfied with thousands of rams ? 
With ten thousand rivers of oil ? 

Shall I give my first-born for my transgression ? 
The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul ? 


ster, Yetablus, Grotius, Calvin, Dathe, Do 
AVotre, Michaelis, Hartmann, and others, 
There was a peculiar propriety in specify¬ 
ing these two places. Shittim was the 
name of a valley in the country of Moab, 
where on account of the impurities com¬ 
mitted with the Midianitish women, 
twentv-four thousand Israelites were de- 
stroyed. The evil was so gTeat that it 
might have caused the IxDrd to abandon 
them entirely ; but he mercifully spared 
them as a people, miraculously divided 
the Jordan to afford them a passage, 
and gave them actual possession of 
Canaan, the land promised to their 
fathers. In proof of this last act of the 
Divine goodness, Gilyal is singled out 
from other places, because it was there 
they made their first encampment in the 
promised land. It was situated between 
Jericbo and the Jordan, but no trace 
of its site now remains. nir* the 

benefits of Jchoeah. Comp. Jud. v. 11 ; 
1 8am. xii. 7 ; Ps. xxiv. 7. In this way 
the phrase is interpreted by Tanehum, 
Grotius, Drusius, and by most of the 
modems. Calvin observes: “Per Jus- 
titias inlelligit benefieia quemadmodum 
mult is aliis locis ; and paraphrases thus: 
“ Ut ipsa experientia tibi demonstret 
quam verax. quam benefieus, quam mi- 
sericors semper fuerit Deus erga genus 
vestrum.” 

6, 7. The Jews convicted of guilt, 
are represented as most anxious to pro¬ 
pitiate the Divine favor. They could 
not deny the charges that had been 
brought against them ; nor could they 
put in any plea of justification. They 
stood condemned before God and the 
universe. The language which they 
employ is not such as the prophet would 
have taught them, but such as well 


accorded with the notions which were, 
prevalent among them, some of which 
had been learned from their heathen 
neighbors. How much soever they might 
formerly have grudged the expense of 
prescribed offerings, they arc now will¬ 
ing to bring the most costly and abund¬ 
ant, rams by thousands, and oil sufficient 
to fill myriads of rivers ; nay, what is 
more, human victims, and of these the 
most endeared, their own offspring. In 

: rvi=2n, myriads of torrents of 

1 fl ■ 

oil, is a double hyperbole, quite in the 
style of the Orientals. For ivizzn, as 
thus used, comp. 1 Sam. xviii. 7 ; and for 

Job xx. 17. The fact of 
the' presentation of human sacrifices is 
fully established in the ancient history 
of all nations. This barbarous custom 
was especially prevalent among the Phoe¬ 
nicians, and was by them introduced 
into the north of Africa, where it con¬ 
tinued till the proconsulate of Tiberius. 
According to Porphyry, the book of 
Sanchoniathon was full of examples of 
such sacrifices. That they obtained 
among the idolatrous Israelites is elear 
from Jer. xix. 5, xxxii. 35, who offered 
their children to Moloch or Saturn, after 
the example of their Phamieian neigh¬ 
bors. Eusebius, in his Pncpar. Evangel, 
lib. iv. 16, enters at length into the 
subject; and adduces a passage from 
Philo Bybliue which has a special bear¬ 
ing upon the present text : "Edor rots 
ttoAojoIs, Iv ra?s fieyd\a7s <rvfi<popcus T<hv 
tavbvvwv, Ai/rl tt js TravTuv (pbopas TO 
HTAnHMENON TflN TEKNflN rour 
Kparovvras irdKews fl Ifovot/s, els <r<P<z- 
yfiv ^7T(5(5<ff'<u, \vrpov ro7s t ifitopo7s 5af- 
fioffi. “ It was customary among the 
ancients, on calamitous or dangerous em¬ 
ergencies, for the rulers of the city or 
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8 He hath showed thee, O man ! what is good: 
And what doth Jehovah require of thee, 

But to do justice, and love mercy, 

And be diligent in walking with thy God? 


the state, to prevent the destruction of 
all, to offer up the most dearly beloved of 
their children, as a ransom to divine 
vengeance.” is the future in Niphal 

of the root to bend, bow one's self 

down. Comp. Ps. lvii. 7, cxlv. 14. In¬ 
stead of *Vn 3, rivers of oil , the 

LXX. -who have \ip.dpwv m6vwv, or, as 
the Alex. MS. reads, apvwv, have read 
•pzp —Vrn, fat sheep ; which rendering 
is followed by the Vulg. and Arab., but 
is unsupported by any other authority. 
The translator was evidently misled by 
an improper view of the parallelism. 

8. The questions put in the preced¬ 
ing verses do not involve anything like 
irony, as Rosenm tiller and Maurer im¬ 
agine, but manifestly argue a deep anxi¬ 
ety about an atonement, and at the same 
time the grossest ignoranee of what was 
necessary to constitute that atonement. 
In replying to them, the prophet first of 
all shows, that the ignoranee of the 
people w r as culpable. They had been fur¬ 
nished with revelations of the mind of 
God upon the subject. n-jn, He (i.e. 
Jehovah) hath shown or manifested it to 
thee; or, the verb may be taken imper¬ 
sonally, and rendered in the passive: It 
hath been shown thee. No MS. supports 
T3S, I will show, the reading of the Syr., 
Vulg. and Arab. Had they searched 
the Divine records they could not have 
failed to discover, that, whatever pre¬ 
scriptions relative to sacrifices had been 
delivered to them, they had never been 
taught to attach to them any moral 
efficacy, but the contrary. Both reason 
and revelation combined to invest them 
with an ulterior reference. ^Vhat that 
reference really was, the Apostle plainly 
teaches us, Heb, x. 1 : yap i\dtv 

b vopos twv peKKbvrutv ATA0HN : — 
the of the prophet. Comp. 

Hcb. ix. 23, where the sacrifice of 
Christ is, by way of eminence and dis¬ 
tinction, called k p e Ir r ovai frvalat. 


Of this, the only intrinsically valuable 
atonement, the Levitieal sacrifices, were 
virobtiypaTa, instructive examples , or 
types, which were intended to suggest 
and foreshadow it; and, connected as 
they were with the progressive develop¬ 
ments, which, from time to time, were 
made of the sacerdotal character, and 
the personal oblation of the Great De¬ 
liverer promised from the beginning, 
the worshippers were without excuse if 
they did not, like Abraham, rejoice in 
the anticipation of his day. Having 
referred the inquirer to the revealed 
method of reconciliation, with a tacit 
intimation of the importance of availing 
himself of it, Micah proceeds to describe 
the conduct which alone could meet with 
the divine approval. The piety required 
by Jehovah, he sums up under three 
heads : strict equity in all our transac¬ 
tions with our fellow men ; a heart set 
on doing them good, according to the 
claims which they have upon us: and 
diligent attention to everything belonging 
to converse with God. Comp. Deut. 

x. 12, 18. See also, as contrasting a 
right state of the heart and life with 
ceremonial services, 1 Sam. xv. 22 ; Is. 
i. 11-20; Jcr. vii. 21-23; Amos v. 
22-24 ; IIos. vi. 6. A still more com¬ 
pendious description of genuine religion 
is given by our Lord under the three¬ 
fold division of k plats, tKcos and it ion y, 
Matt, xxiii. 23 ; or, as Luke has for 
the last, tt)v aydnriv t ov Qtov, chap. 

xi. 42 ; which shows how completely 
mistaken Campbell is in referring it to 
the social virtues, and rendering it fidel¬ 
ity. There can be little doubt that 
Christ had the passage of Micah in his 

eye. Arab. fecit, elabora - 

vit in re aliqua; paravit; also, indue - 


trius et solers ; Svr. 

* « 



i 


, aslulus , 


callidus ; Eth validus, constant 
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9 The voice of Jehovah crieth to the citv, 

* * 

(And lie who is wise will regard thy name) 

Hear ye the rod, and Him who hath appointed it. 


full; to be apt , ready, diligent, to bend 
the mind to anything; here, to apply it 
carefully and sedulously to devotional 
and other spiritual exercises, which are 
essential to communion with God. Thus 
the LXX, eroipoy tlvai Theod. itr^a- 
A ifou : the tilth Greek version, <ppoy- 

Tifciy, the Syr. a A V . oar at us : Vulg. 

• 

solicitum. The idea of humility, which 
is that adopted in our common version, 
seems to have been derived from the Arab. 

to tram one’s horse, i, e. 

/ CT’ 

by rendering him submissive and patient 
of restraint; hence i^equus 

bene exercitatus. See A. Schultens on 
Prov. xi. 2. While this grace is an in¬ 
dispensable attribute of true religion, and 
lies indeed at its very foundation, it is 
only one of the several important quali¬ 
ties of which it is composed. The term 
employed by the prophet comprehends 
them all. Michaclis renders, mit gewis- 
senhafter sorgfait, “ with conscientious 
solicitude.” The comment of Jerome is 
not unworthy of notice ; — “ Ita pracei- 
pitur ut pneparati simus ambulare cum 
Domino Deo nostro, nulla hora dormire, 
nullo tempore securi esse debemus, sed 
semper cxpcctare patremfamilias venien- 
tem et diem formidare judicii, et in nocte 
hujus seeuli dicere: ego dormio, et eor 
nieuni vigilat.” y:*. t. is the Hiphil In¬ 
finitive, used adverbially. Bps. Butler 
and Lowth, Mr. Peters, and some others, 
are of opinion that the sixth, seventh, 
and cighlh verses contain a dialogue be¬ 
tween Bulak and Balaam; but there 
does not appear to be sufficient ground 
for it. The connection of these verses 
with verse fifth is not so close as they 
suppose. 

0. On the ground of the foreseen de¬ 
termination of the Jews, notwithstand¬ 
ing their present professions of repent¬ 
ance, to persevere in a line of conduct 
diametrically opposite to that required by 


the Most High, the prophet proceeds to 
summon their attention to the certainty 
of the judgments that were to be inflicted. 
-i*yV for -py-V, to the city, i. e. Jeru- 
salem, by way of eminence. As she was 
preeminent in privilege, so she was also 
in regard to wickedness and guilt, 
Gesenius refers to an obsolete root 
which he thinks may probably have 
meant to stand, stand out , and so to be. 
From such a root both this noun, and 
being, sul)sistence , substance, may 
most naturally be derived. The signi¬ 
fications will then be, that which really 
is, something solid or substantial , real 
wisdom, wealth, power, security, deliver¬ 
ance, or whatever else best agrees with 

the context. Comp, the Arab. 



• - 


in the acceptations juvit restituitque a?gro- 
tum medicina ; abundavit opibus vir; 

xLi., opulcntia, abundantia opum; 


•y 

try 


largitua est. The noun is used 


in parallelisms with icisdom, r.'jv, 

X i ■ l i »• 

counsel, r.PTJ, assistance, TV, strength, 

Vttt a shield, etc. The LXX., who 
render it by fiori&fia, la-xbs, 

<rcDT 7 ?p/a, i<r&<i\cia, 0ouA$j, give in the 
present text the verb a-durci, as if they 
had read y'lnr, from yj-; but they 
may, after all, have attached the same 
signification to to". The Syriac has 

O O > 

jin a . doctrine ; the Targ. N'sVa 


teacher's. The construction of the word 
here will depend upon the reading of the 
following verb. If, with seven MSS., 
originally one more, and apparently an¬ 
other, one corrected, and one in the mar- 
gin, the LXX., Syr., Targ., Vulg.. and 
Arab., we read those who fear 

thy name, the passage will best be ren¬ 
dered, there will be safety or deliverance, 
i. e. for such. In this ease we have to 
supply the substantive verb, and the ellip¬ 
sis of h, to or for. On the other hand, 
if ■sve retain the current reading 



254 


M I C AH. 


Chap. VL 


10 Are there still in the house of the wicked treasures of wicked¬ 

ness, 

And the accursed scanty ephah ? 

11 Can I be innocent with wicked balances, 

And with a bag of deceitful weights ? 

12 Whose rich men are full of violence, 

And her inhabitants speak falsehood ; 


he shall see thy name , we must, 

■with our own, and other translators, un¬ 
derstand 3 's before and take 

• T • 

the noun in the signification solid, or 
sound wisdom. That is frequently 
to be thus understood abstract nouns, 
comp. Ps. cix. 4, “■:£]! ■'SN, lam prayer , 

for nVtn i'K *3S, lam a man of prayer ; 

1 # ; « *"J 

Prov. xiii. 6, rsian, sin, for rstsn tj*8, 

i " i " • 

the man of sin, i. e. the shiner; xix. 
15. indolence , for r.b's'J ‘j m &, the 

i ■■ t - ’ ""i 4 

man of indolence , etc. What gTeatly 
favors the reading ■'sn* 1 is its occur- 

y • * 

ring only in this place, whereas qTS/j 

1 . . 4 1 

and other forms of with D-j, are 

“ • * x 

of frequent occurrence. It was quite 
natural for copyists and punctuators to 
substitute the former for the latter, but 
not the latter for the former. As to the 
ancient versions, the LXX. may, as fre¬ 
quently, have translated from hearing, 
and thus have mistaken the pronuncia¬ 
tion of nN"P for that of “sv, which it 

: • •* : 4 

so nearly resembled. The common read¬ 
ing best suits the connection. Before an¬ 
nouncing his message, the prophet paren¬ 
thetically declares, that, whatever might 
be the treatment it would receive from 
the bulk of the people, the truly wise 
would regard it as God’s message, and 
having special respect to his revealed 
character as thereby disclosed, would 
find in it security and consolation in 
the approaching calamities. The name 
of the Lord is frequently used to ex¬ 
press the sum total of the Divine attri¬ 
butes, and often stands for God himself. 

signifies not merely to see , but to 
recognize practically, to experience. 1 
Sam. xxiv. 12; Ps. xxxiv. 13, lxxxix. 
49 ; Lam. iii. 1. Contrasted with n8i^ 

V : - 

‘ran,seels, xxvi. 10; rrtrr rwa H8T Vs. 

1 Vi t • 


nttt, the LXX., Syr., Vulg., and among 

■ 

the modems, Newcome and Ewald, take 
to signify tribe, or collectively tribes, and 
render in the vocative. . The Targ. adopts 
a metaphorical signification, correspond¬ 
ing to that which attaches to trr —- 
rendering, 8rV*:, 0 King and 

Prince! The acceptation rod, as em¬ 
blematical of punishment, is best suited 
to the connection. Comp. Is. ix. 3, x. 
6, 24. is also variously translated 

and explained : some deriving it from 
the root n“2?, to adorn; some from -vjy, 

i t w 

to testify; some adopt the signification 



ht:?, congregation. There is no necessity 

for departing from the ordinary signifi¬ 
cation of -:y *, to fix, appoint. The only 

real difficulty lies in the feminine suffix 
which does not grammatically agiee 
with ; but even this may be re- 

moved by taking the suffix as a neuter, 
or as referring to the calamity, un¬ 
derstood. Comp. Jer. ix. 11. Ewald, 
hare Gemeine und wer sie hestcllt! ** let 
the community hear, and he that ap¬ 
points it,” understanding thereby the 
king as principal ruler. Hitzig and 
Maurer, as in our common version, both 
make Jehovah the nominative to the 
verb. Comp. Jer. xlvii. 7. 

10—12. Several crimes are here speci¬ 
fied as a sample of those which abounded, 
and on account of which the Divine 
judgments were to be brought upon the 
land. For at the beginning of a 
sentence, comp. Gen. xix. 12. Forty- 
nine MSS., thirteen more originally, and 
perhaps one other, with one in the mar¬ 
gin, read l b'8?i the man, instead ofr8H* 
and this is also the reading of the Son- 
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Their tongue in their mouth is deceitful. 

13 I will surely smite thee incurably, 

Rendering thee desolate on account of thy sins. 

14 Thou mayest eat, but thou shalt not be satisfied, 
For thou shalt be inwardly depressed; 

Thou mayest remove, but thou shalt not rescue, 
Or what thou rescuest I will give to the sword. 

15 Thou mayest sow, but thou shalt not reap; 


cin., the Brixian, and five other printed 

editions, and has the approval of Jarchi, 

Abenezra, and Abarbanel, but it affords 

no suitable sense ; and with r"n in Ken- 

«» — 

nicott’s MS. 201, must be regarded as 

the result of interpretation. Owing to 

the same cause, numerous MSS. and 

editions have ryn. The LXX., Svr., 

• ■» - 

and Vulg., have read rsn, the flre; but 

there cannot be any doubt, that it is 
only another form of r^r, there being 
merely an omission of the Yod , as there 
clearly is, 2 Sam. xiv. 19 ; and the 
Alcph corresponds to the same letter in 
the cognate forms : Chald. Svr. 

Arab. est, exsistit. The 

ellipsis of 2 before is not unfrequent. 
The Hebrews were much given to the 
falsification of their weights and mea¬ 
sures, though such conduct was repeat¬ 
edly prohibited by the law, Lev. xix. 
35, 36 ; Deut. xxv. 13-16 ; and else¬ 
where severely condemned in their sac¬ 
red writings. See Prov. xi. 1, xx. 10 ; 
and for the practice, comp. Ezek. xlv, 

9, 10 ; Hos. xii. 8 ; Amos viii. 5. r.yz-vi, 

1 ■ 

accursed , from tST, to be angry , indig- 

nant. This participial form presents the 

object as suffering the effects of anger, or 

as marked with the Divine displeasure. 

rssrst, ver. 11, the LXX., Stt., and 
■ ■ * 

Targ., have read in the third person 
ns_ t*, though the two last render it in 

the plural. As the MSS. show no va¬ 
riation, the present reading must be re¬ 
tained ; but as this verb is never used 
transitively in Kal, we cannot refer the 
nominative to God, and interpret it of 
his inquiring whether he could treat the 
persons in question as innocent, but must 
regard the prophet as putting the ques¬ 


tion, for the sake of effect, into the 
mouth of one of themselves, and making 
him ask, how he could possibly lay claim 
to the character, while he had none but 
instruments of fraud in his possession ? 
the antecedent to -rs, whose, ver. 12, 
is wn, city f ver. 9. 

13. In this, and the following verses, 

severe judgments are threatened against 
the people on account of their iniquitous 
practices. The LXX., Syr., Vulg., and 
Arab., render I have begun , or, I 

will begin , as if it were the Iliphil of 
bbn, but it is that of r.Vn, to be in pain , 
sick, etc. As here used with the infini¬ 
tive of nrn, to smite, inflict punishment, 
it gives intensity to the threatening, and 
expresses the incurable nature of the pun¬ 
ishment. 

14. nr", is not to be referred, with 

■ 

Simonis and Gesenius, to the Arab. 

fame exinanitus fuit, but to 

X. .v, ^ | sequior, et imbecillis, inflrmus ; 
and was most likely intended to express 




V o 



what we find in the Syr. j 

** the diarrhoea shall be within thee." The 

taking qnr^ for rrn", renders, 

Kal (TKordaft iu aoi. JD n is the apocopated 

Hiphil of :r:, to remove , and expresses 

the attempt to save goods by removing 

them out of the way of the enemy. 

All the ancient versions have adopted 

the signification of with r, to seize , 

■ • 

lay hold on, but that conjugation of iip:, 

has also the signification, to remove any¬ 
thing. See Job xxiv 2. 

15. rv;t Oil was expressed 

from the olive, by stamping or treading 
it out with the foot, in the same way as 
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Thou mayest tread the olive, but thou shalt not pour out the 

oil; 

And the grape of the new wine, but the wine thou shalt not 

drink; 

16 The statutes of Orari are strictly kept, 

And all the work of the house of Ahab, 

And ye walk in their counsels ; 

That I may make thee desolate, 

And the inhabitants thereof au object of hissing; 

Therefore ye shall bear the reproach of my people. 


grapes were trodden. Hence the name 
FA, Gethsemane, or the oil-press, 

Matt. xxvi. 36. Oil is indispensable to 
oriental comfort, being used for anointing 
the body, and perfuming the garments. 
It is also a very common ingredient in 
food. 

16. Hartmann stumbles at the intro¬ 
duction of this verse; but it is quite in 
the manner of the prophet, to recur to 
the wicked character of his people. 

is best rendered impersonally, 

though it refers to EK, people , understood. 
Hithpael is here intensive of Piel. Omri 
is specially mentioned, because he was 
the founder of Samaria and the wicked 
house of Ahab, and a supporter of the 
superstitions of Jeroboam, 1 Kings xvi. 


16-28. in order that. The He- 

brews did not, indeed, commit the wicked¬ 
ness described with the intention of bring¬ 
ing upon themselves divine punishment; 
but the punishment was as certainly con¬ 
nected with the sin, in the purpose of 
God, as if its infliction had been the end 
at which they aimed. rc^n, 

ye shall bear the reproach of my people , 
i. e. your own reproach, that which you 
have deserved ; only the meaning is so 
expressed, in order lo derive a high aggra¬ 
vation of their guilt from the relation in 
which they stood to Jehovah. The 
LXX. have \aav t which intimates that 
they either read c'^y, or “bj, as a de¬ 
fective masculine plural. 


\ 

CHAPTER VII. 


Before concluding, the prophet once more reverts to the wickedness of his people, which 
he depicts with the darkest colors, 1-6. He then represents them in their state of cap¬ 
tivity, brought to repentance, and confidently expecting the Divine interposition, which 
would be rendered the more conspicuous by the complete destruction of their enemies, 
7-10. The restoration of Jerusalem, and the conversion of the hostile nations, are next 
predicted, 11,12; while the previous desolation of Judea is traced to the sins of the in¬ 
habitants, 13. Turning to Jehovah, he prays for the undisturbed and prosperous con¬ 
dition of the restored nation, 14; to which a gracious response is given, 15 The over¬ 
throw of the nations hostile to the Jews, and llieir reverence for Jehovah, are then 
pointed out, 10,17; and the prophecy closes with a sublime and exulting appeal to his 
gracious character, 18, and an assurance that the covenant people should experience the 
full accomplishment of the sacred engagements into which he had entered with their 
progenitors, 19, 20- 
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1 Alas for me ! 

For I am as when they gather the summer fruit. 
As when the vintage is gleaned: 

There is no cluster to eat, 

Xo early fig which my soul desireth. 

2 The pious hath perished from the land. 

And there is none upright among men; 

They all lie in wait for blood; 

They hunt each other into the net. 

3 For evil their hands are well prepared ; 


The prince asketh, 

1. In no part of his prophecy does 
Micah so fearfully describe the universal 
corruption of manners which prevailed 
among the Jews as in the first six verses 
of this chapter. The picture is peculiarly 
applicable to their character in the 
wicked reign of Ahaz, during which the 
prophet flourished, and was awfully 
anticipative of that which they again 
exhibited during the reigns immediately 
preceding the captivity. The preposition 
3 in -vs a rtVsa y*]?'—Etio, denoting 

time as well as comparison, the two 
nouns in construction must be rendered 
as if they were verbs, though a literal 
translation would be, the gatherings of 
the summer fruity and the gleanin/js of 
the vintage. For rnqsa,lAe early fg, 
see on Is. x.xviii. 4. The prophet com¬ 
pares the 6trong desire which he felt 
to meet with a single pious man, to that 
eagerness with which the traveller looks 
in vain for one of those delicious figs 
after the summer has advanced. 

2. Comp. Ps. xii. 1, xiv. 2 ; Is. lvii. 1. 

in most of the versions 
destruction , signifies also a net, which is 
so called from its enclosing or shutting ■ 
up whatever it catches. Occurring, as 
it here does, in connection with the verb 
to hunt , it is preferable to take it 
in this acceptation. The Orientals em¬ 
ployed the net for hunting, as well as 
for fishing. The word is here in the ac¬ 
cusative case. 

3. This verse Is very differently ren¬ 
dered by translators, The version of it 
which I have given appeare to express 
as literally as possible the ideas, which, 

33 


it is generally admitted, the prophet in¬ 
tended to convey. n*t:'rr is frequently 
used to express the doing of anything 
well, skilfully, aptly , and the like. Here 
it is intransitive. Ewald, with Michae- 
lis, Vogel and Doderlein, mistakes the 
meaning of the clause altogether, when 
he explains it of endeavoring by bribery 
to prevail upon the magistrates to pro¬ 
nounce that to be good which in itself is 
evil. which he is obliged to con¬ 

vert into Vsri, a Pual form, of which no 
example occurs in the Hebrew language, 
can only refer to the avaricious passion 
of the ruler. It it, therefore, the wicked¬ 
ness of their governors and judges, and 
not that of the people themselves, which 
the latter clauses of the verse describe. 
After V s ■' v supply -rfj ; and after 
fcE'r. The substantive mn, like the Arab. 

* • T — 

j desideravit, voluit , has here the sig¬ 
nification, wish, desire , will. See Schul- 
tens on Prov. x. 3 ; and the KoiAn ii. 87 : 

|v j C w_p3 | ^ ^ V- “ and whenever a 

• # 

messenger cometh to you with that which 
your souls desire not. ,y Comp. Ps. lii. 
9 ; Prov. xi. 6 ; and for the cognate 
te: rifi*, Deut. xii. 15, 20. 'r'z'i, sig- 
nifics to intertwine, bind together, as the 
branches of trees, ropes, etc.; here, me¬ 
taphorically, to effect by united effort . 

Comp, the Arab. miscuit com - 

• ' 

** V 

miscuit^ Syr. . A concordavit » 
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And the judge also, for a reward; 

And the great naan giveth utterance to the desire of hifl soul; 
They combine to act perversely. 

4 The best of them is like a prickly thorn ; 

The most upright is worse than a thorn hedge; 

The day of thy watchmen, thy visitation cometh ; 

Now shall be their perplexity. 

5 Place no faith in a companion ; 

Trust not a familiar friend ; 

From her that lieth in thy bosom 
Guard the doors of thy mouth. 

6 For the son despiseth his father ; 

The daughter riseth up against her mother; 

The daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law : 

A man’s enemies are the members of his own family. 


Dathe : coryunctis viribus exequuntur . 
The princes, judges, and great men, con¬ 
spired to set aside all law and right in 
their treatment of the poor of the land. 
The suffix n is to be taken as a neuter, 
and refers to the injustice practised by 
the rulera. Thus Calvin : “ Deinde com¬ 
pliant ipsam pravitatem : hoc est hinc 
fit ut grassetur furiosa crudelitas, quoniam 
conspirant inter se et gubematorcs et qui 
volunt sibi acquirere peccandi licentiam : 
quasi contexerent inter se funes, con- 
firmant hoc modo pravitatem.” 

4. Both nits, good , and upright, 

are here used superlatively. Comp, for 

this use, Gen. xlv. 23 ; Is. i. 19 ; Exod. 

xv. 4. It frequently occurs in Arabic. 

p- L n is now allowed to designate a species 
* 

of thorn, and not a brier. As the now 
stands before it must be taken as 

an emphatic comparative, which derives 
its force, not from any adjective ex¬ 
pressed, but from the noun to which it is 
prefixed, as in Ps. lxii. 10; Is. xli. 24 ; 
or it may have originally belonged as a 
suffix to the preceding noun -r', in which 
case and c-m* 1 must have corns- 

i ■* r •. 

ponded to each other, leaving an ellipsis 
of the 3 which had just been used in 

v 

p-inp. By “ the day of thy watchmen,” 
the period of calamity predicted by the 
prophets is meant. With this, the fol¬ 


lowing mspS, visitation , is explicatively 

parallel. For a day of per - 

plexity , see on Is. xxii. 5. The reference 
in c is not to the watchmen, improperly 
interpreted by some of false prophets; 
nor is it to be confined to the persons 
of Tank and office described ver. 3 ; but 
to the people generally. 

5, 6. Arab. 7 familiaris 

aocius , from co7\junxtt, sociavity 

etc., a familiar , and, by implication, a 
confidential, friend. Vzsrn, LXX. 

hTipdfa. Comp. Deut. xxxii. 15. The 
root Vp3, primarily signifies to wither , fall 
off as leaves, and tropically to act wickedly , 
irreligiously, as one that has fallen off 
from God. Comp. Vps, Ps.xiv. 1. nV^:, 

an atrocious deed , Gen. xxxiv. 7 ; Jud. 
xix. 23, 24. The state of things here 
described is that of the most WTetched 
perfidiousness, anarchy, and confusion, 
in which the most intimate could have 
no confidence in each other, and the 
closest ties of relationship were violated 
and contemned. Comp. Jer. ix. 2-6. 

—bWorplovs tlvat irdvras tovs 

pb airovtiaiovs, «al yoveis renvuv, Hal 
bZt\<povs bhf\<pwy, oiKflovs olutlotv. Diog. 

Laert. vii. 32, In language strikingly 
similar, Ovid describes the iron age: 
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7 But I will look for Jehovah ; 

I will wait for the God of my salvation; 

My God will hear me. 

8 Rejoice not over me, O mine enemy! 

Though I have fallen, I shall rise again; 

Though I sit in darkness, Jehovah is my light. 

9 I will bear the indignation of Jehovah, 

Because I have sinned against him; 

Till he plead my cause, and give effect to my sentence; 
lie will bring me forth to the light; 

I shall behold his righteousness. 

10 Mine enemy also shall see it, 

And shame shall cover her. 

She that said to me, Where is Jehovah thy God ? 

Mine eyes shall behold her; 


“ Yivitur ex rapto; non hospes ab hos- 
pite tutus, 

Non soror a genero ; fratrum quoque 
gratia rara est 

Imrainet exitio vir conjugis, ilia mariti; 
Lurida terribiles miscent aconita no- 
verciE, 

Filius ante diem patrios inquirit in 
an nos." 

Metamorpk. i. 144. 

Our Saviour appropriates the words to 
the treacherous and cruel treatment which 
he taught his disciples to expect from 
their nearest relatives, Matt. x. 35, 36; 
Luke xii. 53. 

7. Having described the wickedness 
of the Jews, the prophet abruptly changes 
the scene, and introduces them to view 
in that state of captivity in Babylon in 
which it w r as to issue. There, at a dis¬ 
tance from the land of their fathers, they 
are brought to repentance, and the ex¬ 
ercise of true piety; and seeking again 
to their covenant God, they express the 
fullest confidence that he would in due 
time deliver them from banishment, 
rrEX, here used in Piel, signifies to look 

out for an answer to prayer, divine aid, 
etc. Comp. Ps. v. 4. 

ft, 9. Who the enemy intended by the 
prophet is, cannot be positively decided. 
Some interpreters think Babylon ; others, 
Edom. For the former, see Jer. L 11; 


for the latter, Obad. 12; for both, Ps. 
cxxxvii. 7, 8. Vaa — na, daughter of 
Babylon t or D"is~r:i, daughter of Edom , 

m 

for Babylon and Edom themselves, is 
understood in the feminine participle 

firrs, mine enemy. For the idiom, see 

• 9 _ 

on Is. i. 8. The Jews understand Rome 
as professing Christianity to be meant by 
the enemy. See Pococke on verses 9th 
and 10th. “ Light ” and “ darkness ” 

are used, as frequently, for prosperity and 
adversity. The 9th verse contains a beau¬ 
tiful specimen of submissiveness and pa¬ 
tient endurance of suffering, from a 
humbling conviction of the demerit of 
sin ; accompanied by the firm persuasion, 
that when the chastisement had answered 
its end, Jehovah would graciously afford 
deliverance, rj: r x, righteousness, is here 
to be understood with reference to the 
kindness or favor which God w’as to 
show to his people, in strict accordance 
with the tenor of his promises, rather 
than to the punishment of their enemies. 

10. The deliverance of the Jews was 
to be the occasion of the destruction of 
their foes, who, because the former had 
no visible object of worship, and had 
been delivered into their power, taunt¬ 
ingly asked: Yri'ibt rnrP vr, where is 
Jehovah thy Godt The feminine suffix 
refers to na, daughter of Zion , un¬ 
derstood. 
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She shall now be trodden upon as the mire of the streets. 

11 In the day when thy walls shall he rebuilt, 

In that day the decree shall be extended; 

12 In that day they shall come to thee 
From Assyria to Egypt; 

Even from Egypt to the river, 

From sea to sea, and from mountain to mountain. 


11, 12. Micah resumes the language 
of prophecy, and, addressing Jerusalem, 
announces her restoration, and the way 
that would be paved lor the conversion 
of the surrounding hostile nations to the 
true religion. Such appears to me to be 
the meaning of these verses, which have 
been very variously interpreted. pH, 
statute, decree, order, appointment, LXX. 
vijiipa , Symm. ^TriTayfy, Theod. tt p6- 
<TTay/j.a, some refer to the tyrannical 
enactments of the Babylonians ; some to 
the order of Artaxerxes, Ezra iv. 21 ; 
some to the punishment decreed upon 
the enemies of the Jcws ; some to the 
idolatrous statutes, with which the Jews 
complied; some to the boundary of the 
Holy Land; and some to the preaching 
of the gospel among all nations, of which 
last interpretation Calvin says: “ Sed 
locus hie non patitus se ita violentcr tor- 
queri.” Seeker, Newcomc, Vogel, Dod- 
erlein, and others, join ph to pri-r, and 
form a reduplicate verb prtpn% of the 
whole ; with whom, as to meaning, 
Gesenius agrees, who rejects ph alto¬ 
gether, and renders, dies ille procxtl abest. 
Thesaur. p. 1284. What would seem to 
determine the meaning of the term, as 
here used, is the light thrown upon pn*?, 
to be distant, remove to a distance, etc., 
by the geographical specifications con¬ 
tained in verse 12th. The subject of 
both verses is sufficiently proved to be 
identical, by the repetition of tc,n 
that day , which indisputably is the D-r, 
day, spoken of at the beginning of verse 
11th. Whatever the decree or command 
was, the effect of its promulgation was to 
be the coming of foreigners from different 
regions to the Jewish people, reassemb¬ 
ling at Jerusalem, jtia* ^~y. The most 
natural construction is, that the decree 
of God respecting the political changes 


that were to take place, was not to be 
confined to Babylon, but was to be ex¬ 
tended to all the countries round about 
Judea, in consequence of which great 
numbers would become proselytes to the 
Jewish faith. There is an ellipsis of the 
preposition 2, in, before C*i% day, in all 

the three instances in which it here oc¬ 
curs. "\ before Tpiy is not pleonastic, 
but is used, as in several other instances, 
after words which imply condition or time. 
See Exod. xvi. 6 ; 1 Sam. xxv. 27. 

T 

is used impersonally : “ one, they shall 
come ; ” it is Tendered in the plural in 
the LXX., Targ., and Arab., and one of 
Kennicott's MSS. reads nsiz'>. That 
•lyi has originally been ‘-yi, the pa- 

rallclism, compared with other instances 
of its occurrence, sufficiently shows. The 
change of t into ", and vice versa, by 
transcribers, owing to their gTeat resem¬ 
blance to each other, is very common. 
For example in and 1 Chron. 

i. 6; and ver. 7; c*-!T 

♦ i • i » *T 

and t'~T, Ps. liv. 5; and 

» •* « > 

lxxxi. 7 ; and “.lyi*, Prov. x. 32 : 

9 

and especially as corresponding to the 
present ease, ■yny and tpry, Ps. cxxxix. 

20. The latter reading is found in fif¬ 
teen MSS., has been originally in eleven 
more, and is in one printed edition. No 
objection can be taken from the preposi¬ 
tion assuming the poetic form --y, while 
in the following sentence we have -y ; 
the some variety appears in *"n:s and 
-ns, 1 Sam. xi. 7. It is also worthy of 

~ ~ w 

notice that the LXX. have read at 
the beginning of the verse, as if it had 
been “py, having rendered it at iroXcts 
<rov. By "itI understand Egypt, and 
not fortification . Comp. 2 Kings xix. 
24, Is. xix. 6, on which see my note. 
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13 Nevertheless the land shall be desolate 
On account of her inhabitants, 

Because of the fruit .of their doings. 

14 Feed thy people with thy crook, 

The flock of thine heritage ; 

That dwell alone in the wood, in the midst of Carmel; 
Let them feed in Bashan and Gilead, as in ancient days. 

15 As in the days of thy coming forth from Egypt, 


Upon this construction, Assyria and 
Egypt are contrasted, just as they are Is. 
xix. 23, where the same subject is treated 
of in almost the same language, -n:, the 

river , rear' ^£oxV> e • the Euphrates, 
corresponding in the parallelism to iris. 
Assyria. The Syr. and Targ. have mis¬ 
taken -ns in for Tyre; as the lat¬ 

ter has for Armenia. The eonclud- 

A 

ing words of the verse, -nn in ci, 

IT *■■*•*■ 

_ t w 

stand irregularly for 17*723 c^*"iyi 
“rt—:yi. It does not appear that any 
specific mountains are intended ; the 
prophet describes in general terms the 
natural boundaries of the countries from 
which the persons spoken of were to 
come. For a prophetical illustration of 
these verses, see on Is. xix. 23-25. 

13. The conjunctive i in r.rvri i is used 

antithetically to introduce a sentence pre¬ 
dictive of what should take place previous 
to the arrival of the events mentioned in 
the verses immediately preceding. It 
has the force of but yet, nevertheless , or 
the like. However bright the prospects 
which opened upon the Jews in futurity, 
they were not to forget the punishment 
that was to intervene, but ought, to repent 
of their sins, to whieh it was to be traced 
as its cause. Some interpret y-S 7 i, the 
land , of Babylonia; but this construction 
seems less apt. 

14. In the believing anticipation of 
the fulfilment of the Divine promises 
made to the covenant people, Mieah 
addresses a prayer to Jehovah, whieh, 
though brief, is distinguished for the 
poetical elevation of its style, and the 
appropriateness of its petition. Like 
many other prayers in the Old T&ta- 
ment, it is prophetic in its aspect. The 
Jewish people are frequently spoken of 
under the metaphor of a frock, and Je¬ 


hovah as their shepherd. See Ps. lxxx. 
1. xcv. 7, e. 3. They are also often re¬ 
presented as his special heritage, Dcut. 
iv. 20, vii. 6, xxxii. 9. Some understand 
112 V dwelling alone or solitarily , as 

T ^ ■ ■ 1 ^ ^ 

■ n 

descriptive of the condition of the Jews in 
captivity, and -y 2, forest, of the dangers 
and annoyances to which they were ex¬ 
posed while in that state. That it rather 
refers to the security and prosperity of 
their restored condition may fairly be 
concluded from the meaning of similar 
language in other passages. Thus, in 
the celebrated prophecy of Balaam, Num. 
xxiii. 9, which, in all probability, Mieah 

had in view, we read, 1 z'C * tnsV ry—in 

» ■ * 

nV OVS21, Behold! the people 

shall dwell alone, and shall not be reck¬ 
oned among the nations. Comp. Dcut. 
xxxiii. 28 ; Jer. xlix. 31; and for -y*, 
as used figuratively for a place of safety 
and cool repose, see Ezck. xxxiv. 25. 
The meaning of the prophet is, that on 
being brought back to their own land, 
they should no longer be mixed with, 
and exposed to enemies, but live by 
themselves in a state of undisturbed tran¬ 
quillity. For instances of the paragogic 
Yod affixed to participles, see Gen. xlix. 
11; Dcut. xxxiii. 16; Obad. 3; Zcch. 
xi. 17. That the Carmel here mentioned 
must be the celebrated mountain on the 
coast of the Mediterranean, sec on Amos 
i 2. The regions of Bashan and Gilead, 
on the cast of the Jordan, were likewise 
celebrated for their rich pasturage, and 
were, on this account, chosen by the 
tribes of Reuben and Gad, and the half 
tribe of Manasseh, Numb, xxxii.; Dcut. 
iii. 12-17. Comp, as strictly parallel, 
Jct. 1. 19. 

15. The answer of Jehovah to the 
prophet's prayer, assuring the nation, 
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I will show them marvellous things. 

O 

16 The nations shall see it, and be ashamed of all their power; 

They shall lay their hands upon their mouth; 

Their ears shall become deaf. 

17 They shall lick dust like the serpent; 

Like reptiles of the earth they shall tremble from their hiding- 

places ; 

They shall turn with fear towards Jehovah; 

They shall be afraid of thee. 

18 Who is a God like thee, 

Pardoning iniquity, and passing by transgression. 

In regard to the remnant of his heritage ? 

lie retaineth not his anger for ever, 

Because he delighteth in mercy. 

He will again have compassion upon us, 

that the same Almighty power which towards Jehovah as its object. Comp, 
had interposed in so remarkable a man- for this construction of Vs ~“2, to exer- 
ner for their deliverance from Egypt, cise reverential regard towards God, Hos. 
would again wonderfully appear on their iii. 5. Combined with the circumstan- 
behalf. Comp. Jer. xvi. 14, 15. Such ces under which the nations were to ae- 
changes of person as in q, thy, and knowledge the supremacy of Jehovah, 
him , are common. The reference in was their standing in awe of the political 
both is to the people of the Jews. power of the Jews. See on Is. xix. 17. 

16. The power , spoken of, is 18. Impelled by strong feelings of 

that of the hostile nations, of which they gratitude at the anticipated deliverance 
were so proud, and which they regarded of his people, the prophet breaks out 
as invincible, and not that of the Jews into a strain of the sublimest praise and 
when restored, as Junius and Tremellius, admiration, and gives a description of 
Tamovius, Stokes, and some others, have the gracious character of God, unrivalled 
imagined. The latter half of the verse by any contained in the Scriptures. The 
most graphically describes the silence, phrase V? passing by trans- 
astonishment, and utter consternation, gresaion , is a metaphor, taken from the 
with which they should be seized. Com. conduct of a traveller who passes on 
Jud. xviii. 19 ; Job xxi. 5 ; Ps. evii. 42; without noticing an object to which he 
Is. Hi- 15. does not wish to give his attention. The 

17. An equally graphic description of idea which it communicates is not, that 

the state of degradation and terror to God is unobservant of sin, or that it is 
which the enemies were to be reduced, regarded by him as a matter of little or 
Comp. Ps. lxxii. 9 ; Is. xlix. 23, lxv. 25. no importance, but that he does not mark 
For t*Vn ; i, crawlers, or reptiles, comp, it in particular cases with a view to pun- 
Deut. xxxii. 24. The distinctive use of ishment; that he does not punish, but 
Vs, to and from or of, as here used, forgive. Comp. Prov. xix. 11, Am os vii. 
shows that there is not a change of person 8, in which latter passage the verb alone 
in qttfci and that the affix 'q refers, not is used. The opposite is expressed by 
to Jehovah, but to the people of the Jews. V* ^ch iniquity. Pa. exxx. 3, 

The fear ultimately produced in the minds »'• to keep it in view in order to punish 
of their enemies was to be a religious fear it. ivntra, remnant, docs not necessarily 
or veneration which should attract them imply a small or inconsiderable number, 
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19 He will subdue our iniquities ; 

Yea, thou wilt east all their sins into the depths of the sea. 

20 Thou wilt grant the truth to Jacob, 

The kindness to Abraham, 

Which thou didst sware to our fathers 
From the days of old. 


but merely conveys the general notion of 
a surviving body of men : here it means 
those of the Jewish nation who should 
be alive at the termination of the cap¬ 
tivity. yen, to delight , according to the 

Arab. , jkxit , inf exit, lignum, 

projecit, properly expresses the bent or 
propension of the mind, or what we 
commonly call its inclination towards an 
object; hence desire , affection , delight . 
The combined force of nen yen, bent on 

V v I *' T 

kindness, is inimitable, the primary idea 

of being that of eager desire or love 

• ■ 

towards an object. It is the term which 
is so often rendered loving-kindness in 
our common version. 

19. This verse may be regarded as 
containing a beautiful epiphonema, in 
which the people of the Jews exultingly 
avow their full confidence in the forgiv¬ 
ing mercy and subduing power of their 
God. mri, to turn , in trem* sri*, is, 
as usual before another verb, employed 
adverbially to signify again. God had 
often pitied and delivered his people. It 
is here intimated that his compassion 
was not exhausted, but should be exer¬ 
cised towards them anew. All the mean¬ 
ing found by Rosenmiiller, Gesenius and 
Maurer, in n'niiy wrs, is that of dis- 

" •: - v 

regarding or not avenging, but there is 
no ground for rejecting the radical idea 
of trampling under foot as enemies . Sin 
must ever be regarded as hostile to man. 
It is not only contrary to his interests, 
but it powerfully opposes and combats 


the moral principles of his nature, and 
the higher principles implanted by grace; 
and but for the counteracting energy of 
divine influence, must prove victorious. 
Without the subjugation of evil propen¬ 
sities, pardon would not be a blessing. 
If the idolatrous and rebellious disposi¬ 
tion of the Jews had not been subdued 
during their stay in Babylon, they would 
not have been restored. The total and 
irrevocable forgiveness of sins is forcibly 
expressed by casting them into the 
depths of the sea. What is deposited 
there is completely hid from the view, 
and cannot in any way affect us. Instead 
of trsan, their sins, five MSS. read 

our sins, which is the read- 

■ * ^ 

ing of the LXX,, Syr., Vulg., and Arab. 
It may, however, only be a correction; 
the change of person we have frequently 
had occasion to notice. 

20. The return from captivity, while 
it furnished a striking specimen of the 
covenanted fidelity and kindness of Je¬ 
hovah, -was only preliminary to the in¬ 
finitely greater display of these attributes 
in the mission of the Messiah, the Seed 
of Abraham in whom all the families of 
the earth were to be blessed. The words 
of this verse are quoted, with scarcely 
any variation, in the inspired 6ong of 
Zacharias, with direct application to llim 
of whom his son had just been bom to 
be the forerunner, Luke i. 72, 73. Be¬ 
fore the names of the patriarchs, a verb 
signifying to declare , promise , or the like, 
is understood. 
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PREFACE. 

Owing to the paucity of information respecting the prophet Nahum, 
little can be said in regard to his life and times. All that we know of 
him personally is, that he was the native of a town or village called Elkosh, 
chap. i. 1. 

The only historical data furnished hy the book itself with respect to the 
period at which he flourished, are the following: the humiliation of the king¬ 
doms of Israel and Judah, by the Assyrian power, chap. ii. 3 ; the final in¬ 
vasion of Judah by that power, i. 9, 11; and the conquest of Thebes in 
Upper Egypt, iii. 8-10. But the removal of the glory of the Hebrew king¬ 
doms, to which reference is made, could only be that which was effected by 
Tiglath-pileser and Shalmaneser, by whom the Israelites were carried into 
captivity; when the Jews also were harassed and spoiled by the Syrians, as 
well as impoverished by the large sum of money paid by Ahaz to the former 
of these monarchs. See Is. vii.-ix.; 2 Chron. xxviii. Sargon, who appears 
to have succeeded Shalmaneser, not satisfied with the reduction of Phcrnicia 
by that king, and fearing lest Egypt should prevail upon the conquered prov¬ 
inces of the west to join her in a confederacy against him, undertook an ex¬ 
pedition into Africa ; and, though history is silent as to the event, it would 
appear from chap. iii. 8-10, that the expedition proved so far successful, that 
he took Thebes, the celebrated metropolis of Upper Egypt. It was by his 
successor, Sennacherib, that the last attempt was made by the Assyrians to 
crush the Jewish people, which issued in the total defeat of their army. 

Now, since the last of these events took place in the fourteenth year of 
Hezekiah, and the circumstances connected with it are clearly referred to by 
Nahum, partly prophetic ally, and partly as matter of historical notoriety, 
chap. i. 9-13, it follows that he must have lived in, or about the year u. c. 
714. Jarchi, Abarbanel, Grotius, Junius and Tre melius, and Justi, place 
him in the reign of Manasseh, and some, as Ewald, would make him contem¬ 
porary with Josiah; but Bp. Newton, Eichhorn, Bertholdt, Rosenrnidler, 
Newcome, Horne, Gesenius, de Wette, Jahn, Gram berg, Winer, Maurer, 
and Knobel, unanimously agree with Jerome in referring his ministry to the 
latter half of the reign of Hezekiah. Neither the opinion of Josephus, that 
he foretold the destruction of Nineveh in the reign of Jotham, nor that of 
Clement of Alexandria, that he lived between Daniel and Ezekiel, has met 
with any supporters. But if, as is highly probable, he flourished in one of 
the latter years of Hezekiah, his prophecy must have been delivered nearly 
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one hundred years before its accomplishment; for Nineveh was overthrown, 
and the Assyrian power destroyed, by the joint forces of Cyaxares and N&- 
bopolassar, in the reign of Chyniladanus, b. c. 625. 

Considerable difference of opinion obtains with respect to the birth-place of 
the prophet That vjj-Vgst, the Elkoshite, was designed to point out the place 
of his nativity, and not his paternity, as the Targumist interprets, is evident 
from a comparison of the form with similar instances of the Yod affixed, 
1 Kings xvii. 1 ; Jer. xxix. 27 ; Micah i. 1. There are two cities of the name 
of Elkosh, each of which has had its advocates, as that which may lay claim 
to the honor of having given birth to Nahum. The one, jjijjiJf, Elkosh , is 

situated in Koordistan, on the east side of the Tigris, about three hours’jour¬ 
ney to the north of Mosul, which lies on the same side of the river, opposite 
to Nunia, supposed to be the site of ancient Nineveh. It is inhabited by 
Chaldean or Nestorian Christians, and is a place of great resort by Jewish 
pilgrims, who firmly believe it to be the birth-place and the burial-place of 
the prophet, to whose tomb they pay special respect. It is, however, gener¬ 
ally thought that the tradition which connects this place with his name is of 
later date; and that it owes its origin to the Jews or the Ne^torians, who 
imagined that he must have lived near the principal scene of his prophecy; 
and that the name had been transferred to the place from a town so called in 
Palestine just as our colonists have given the name of towns in Britain to 
those which they have erected in America and Australia. The other place 
is Elcesij or Elkesi , a village in Galilee, which was pointed out to Jerome as 
a place of note among the Jews, and which, though small, still exhibited some 
slight vestiges of more ancient buildings.* Eusebius mentions it in his ac- 
count of Hebrew places; and Cyrill (ad cap. i. 1,) is positive as to its 
situation being in Palestine.! It has been thought, and not without reason, 
by some, that Capernaum, Ileb. ctis “Sd, most properly rendered the village 
of Xahum, derived its name from our prophet having resided in it, though he 
may have been born elsewhere in the vicinity, just as it is said to have been 
7} 15 1 a 7r<fXis of our Lord, though he was born at Bethlehem. 

Where the prophet was when he delivered his predictions, is not specified; 
but, from his familiar reference to Lebanon, Carmel, and Bashan, it may be 
inferred that he prophesied in Palestine; while the very graphic manner in 
which he describes the appearance of Sennacherib and his army, chap. i. 
9-12, would seem to indicate that he was either in, or very near to Jerusalem 
at the time. What goes to confirm this supposition, is the number of terms, 
phrases, etc., which he evidently borrowed from the lips of Isaiah. Comp. 

“Vs “ 2 “ qtrs, i. 8, and n^’ys’rr nVs, ver. 9, with Is. viii. 8, 

and n j5 iiVd, Is. x. 23, n. 11, with 


* u Porro quod additur, Naum Jtteesai, quidarn putant Elccseeum patrem esse Naum, et 
pecundum [lebrcam traditionem etiam ipsurn prophetam fuisse; quum Elcesi usque bodie 
in (jaliliea viculus sit, parvus quidem et vix minis veterum acdillciorum iudicuns vestigia, 
eed tameu notus Judais, et xnilii quoque a circumducente moustratue.” — Huron . Praf. tit 
Naum. 

t tov £7r5 tt}$ EAjceo’b xtfytTj 5c at/rrj irdyro/s irov Tqs ’I ovliatav 

34 
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PREFACE TO NAHUM. 


Is. xxiv. 1; C'jntt—V-a nhhVri% ii. 11, with 
ciV® *'V:n o-nnn—V? nsrt, ii. 1, 

f ** , • »- i# ^ * *> ■ ■ • i ■,* • * 

bibs y"cziz Is. lii. 7, etc. 

1 ** i ; •* ■■ ■ 

The subject of the prophecy is the destruction of Nineveh, which Nahum 
introduces, after having in the first chapter, and at the beginning of the 
second, depicted the desolate condition to which, in the righteous providence 
of God, the country of the ten tribes had been reduced by the Assyrian 
power; the invasion of Judah by Sennacherib, whose destruction, and that 
of his army, he predicts; and the joyful restoration of both the captivities to 
their own land, and the enjoyment of their former privileges. His object ob¬ 
viously was, to inspire his countrymen with the assurance, that, however 
alarming their circumstances might appear, exposed as they were to the for¬ 
midable army of the great eastern conqueror, not only should his attempt 
fail, and his forces be entirely destroyed, but his capital itself should be 
taken, and his empire overturned. The book is not to be divided into three 
separate parts, or prophecies, composed at different times, as some have im¬ 
agined, but is to be regarded as one entire poem, the unity of which is plainly 
discoverable throughout. 

The style 6f Nahum is of a very high order. He is inferior to none of the 
minor prophets, and scarcely to Isaiah himself, in animation, boldness, and 
sublimity; or, to the extent and proportion of his book, in the variety, fresh¬ 
ness, richness, elegance, and force of his imagery. The rhythm is regular 
and singularly beautiful; and with the exception of a few foreign or provin¬ 
cial words, his language possesses the highest degree of classical purity. His 
description of the Divine character at the commencement is truly majestic; 
that of the siege and fall of Nineveh inimitably graphic, vivid and impres¬ 
sive. 


nVhVn ■>:!-!» Is. xxi. 3: 

j * : * - : * : tt 1 

with 'Vai D'-inn-V? iiw-nn 



CHAPTER I. 


The prophet opens with a sublime description of the attributes and operations of Jehovah, 
with a view to inspire bis people with confidence in his protection, 2-8. The Assyrians 
are then unexpectedly addressed and described, 9-11; and their destruction, together 
with the deliverance of the Jews connected with that event, are set forth in the language 
of triumph and exultation, 12-15. 


1 The Sentence of Nineveh : 

The Book of the Vision of Nahum the Elkoshite. 

2 Jehovah is a-jealous and avenging God; 

Jehovah is an avenger and furious ; 

Jehovah is an avenger with respect to his adversaries; 


1. For the meaning of nes, see on 
Is. xiii. 1; and for the historical circum¬ 
stances connected with Nineveh , see on 
Jonah i. 2. Between the time of the 
prophet just referred to and that of Na¬ 
hum, there elapsed a period of about one 
hundred and fifty years. The inscrip¬ 
tion consists of two parts ; the former of 
which is supposed by some to be from a 
later hand. If genuine, w f e should rather 
expect the order to have been reversed. 

1. The exordium, which begins here 
and reaches to ver. 8, is highly magnifi¬ 
cent. The repeated use of the Incom¬ 
municable Name, and of the participle 
tpi, avenging or avenger, gives great 
force to the commencement. Nothing 
can exceed in grandeur and sublimity 
the description which the prophet fur¬ 
nishes of the Divine character. The 
attributes of infinite purity, inflexible 
rectitude, irresistible power and bound¬ 
less goodness, set forth and illustrated 
by images borrowed from the history of 
the Hebrews, the scenery of Palestine, 
and the more astounding phenomena of 
nature, present to view a God worthy 
of the profoundest reverence, the most 
unbounded confidence, and the most in¬ 
tensive love. How inferior the other¬ 
wise sublime description given of the 
anger of Jove by ^Eschylus: 


X&wv ceedKevrai' 

fipvxia 5' ‘f/xcv Trapag.VKQ.Tai 

fipovrijs, f\iKes 5’ iKhagirovet 

arepowiis {dirvpoiy <TTp6gf3oi 5 e k6viv 

f i\la<Tov<ri’ tr/fipra 5’ dvegwv 

irvevgara irdvrofy, tis 

erdeiv avriirvovv airobtiKVvgeva. 

Prom, vinctus, 108D. 

si ip., jealous , from s:p, to be warm , 
£tjA oa>» bum with zeal , anger , jealousy . 
The term is here used ii/dpanroira&ajs, 
principally in the last of these accepta¬ 
tions, though not to the entire exclusion 
of the others. The term describes a keen 
feeling of injured right, coupled with a 
6trong inclination to see justice done to 
the parties concerned, r.^n V?;, lit. a 
lord , or master of fury, an idiom by which 
the possession of an attribute or quality i9 
frequently expressed. Com.ri^Vrn 
a master of dreams , i. e. a dreamer ; Vr 2, 
a master of the tongue , i. e. elo¬ 
quent. In these verses the prophet ap¬ 
pears to have an eye specially to the judg¬ 
ments which God had brought upon his 
country by mean9 of the Assyrians, both 
when they carried away the ten tribes, 
and now when they had again rushed 
into the land, and taken the fortified 
cities of Judah, ntaa, properly signifies 
to watch , observe , in a bad sense, to mark 

for punishment. Arab, Jaj, oculos con - 
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lie keepeth his anger for his enemies. 

3 Jehovah is long-suffering, but great in power; 

He will by no means treat them as innocent: 

Jehovah hath his way in the whirl-wind and in the storm, 
And the clouds are the dust of his feet. 

4 He rebuketh the sea and makelli it dry, 

He parcheth up all the rivers: 

Baslian languisheth, and Carmel, 

And the bloom of Lebanon languisheth. 

5 The mountains quake at him, 

And the hills arc melted; 

The earth heaves at its presence, 

The world and all that inhabit it. 

6 Before his indignation who can stand ? 

And who can subsist in the heat of his anger ? 

His fury is poured out like fire, 

And the rocks are overthrown by him. 

7 Jehovah is good, a fortress in the day of distress ; 

And knoweth those that trust in him. 

8 But with an overflowing inundation 


vert it ad rem ; ^ l* custodem et obser - 

vatorem egit. Comp. Ps. ciii. 9 ; Jer. iii. 
5, 12 ; and -ittri, Ps. exxx. 3. 

3. nV holding pure will not 
hold pure, i. e. will not treat as innocent 
those who are guilty, but, on the con¬ 
trary, punish them according to their 
demerit. LXX. h&owv ovh hSowcrt. Com. 
Exod. xx. 7, xxxiv. 7. The idea con¬ 
veyed by the metaphor, the clouds are the 
dust of his feet , is exceedingly sublime. 
Large and majestic as the clouds may 
be, in reference to God, they arc but as 
the most minute particles of dust raised by 
the feet in walking. pstj, signifies light 
dust or powder, what is easily raised. 

4. What is here predicated of Jehovah 
is attributed to our Saviour, Luke viii. 
24 : liriTlpritre — r<p tcKobatn tov SSaros. 
The action involves omnipotence, iirraM 
is a contracted form of the Piel, for 

as rsS 9 ’' for % Lam. iii. 33, 
in both of which the radical Yod gives 
its vowel to the preformative letter. 

5 There is no authority for rendering 


Kispi, to be burnt up : none of the MSS. 
or ancient versions directing us to any 
root signifying to bum . The verb is 
likewise thus rendered in our common 
version, 2 Sam. v. 21, but the marginal 
reading is, took them away. The Targ. 

indeed has rQ'inri, vastata est, but the 

■ 

LXX. render &j/etrraA7j. Symm. 

VO 

The SyT. shaketh. Vulg. con- 

tremuit . The root is n'sj:, to raise, lift 

it 

up; intransitively, lift upone's self; and 
appropriately expresses here the raising or 
heaving of the ground by an earthquake. 

6. The pouring out of wrath, like fire, 
would seem to be a comparison taken 
from volcanoes, which pour out furiously 
their streams of liquid fire over the cir¬ 
cumjacent regions. The breaking in 
pieces of the rocks, in the following 
hemistich, confirms this idea. Comp. 
Jct. li. 25, 2C. 

7, 8. There is a marked antithesis in 
these two verses, in the course of which 
the prophet arrives at his main topic, the 

destruction of Nineveh. Ver. 7 beauti- 

# 
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He will effect a consummation of her place, 
Ami darkness shall pursue his enemies. 

9 What devise ye against Jehovah? 

He will effect a consummation ; 

Distress shall not twice arise. 


fully depicts the safety and happiness of 
those who make God their refuge, how 
severe soever may be the calamity which 
threatens or may have overtaken them ; 
and was primarily intended to administer 
comfort to the pious Jews in the prospect 
of the Assyrian attack by Sennacherib. 
y-% to know , is here, as frequently, taken 
in the sense of knowing with regard , 
kindness, or love. Comp. Ps. i. 6, cxliv. 
3 ; Amos iii. 2. In nay qui ; 2 , the met- 
aphor of a river impetuously overflowing 
its banks, rushing into the adjacent 
country, and passing through, carrying 
all before it, is employed to denote the 
ruthless invasion of a country' by a hos¬ 
tile and powerful army. It is used by 
Isaiah, chap. viii. 8, to describe the re¬ 
sistless entrance of the Assyrian army 
into Palestine; and here Nahum appro¬ 
priates the language for the purpose of 
describing the triumphant progress of 
the Medo-Babylonian troops when ad¬ 
vancing towards Nineveh. He not only 
beholds, in prophetic vision, their approach 
to the devoted city, but announces its 
complete destruction. It is usual with the 
prophets, as it is with the Oriental poets, 
when powerfully affected, to introduce 
into their discourse persons or objects as 
acting, without having previously named 
them. See on Is. xiii. 2 ; and comp. 

ver. 11 of the present chapter. See 
Nordheimer’s Heb. Gram., § 867. They, 
as it were, take it for granted, that every 
one must, like themselves, clearly perceive 
the reference. On this principle there can 
be no difficulty in accounting for the fem¬ 
inine pronominal affix in rris-'pis, “ her 
place/' i. e. the place of Nineveh, the 
city, or metropolis of Assyria, the 
overthrow of which the prophet was af¬ 
terwards to describe, and which he here 
merely touches upon by way of anticipa¬ 


tion. The use of place , is not 

without emphasis. Comp. chup. iii. 17. 
Those who desire to see the difference of 
opinion existing both among ancient and 
modem writers respecting the actual site 
of Nineveh, may consult Bochart, Phaleg. 
lib. iv. cap. xx. Lucian, speaking of it, 
says, t) N?i/os pkv aTrjAwAev ffal ouSey 
iX^os c r i Kfnrby auras’, o£»5’ b.v ffjrTjs ottov 
ttot ’ ijv. Dialog, entitled 'ETriaKOTrovrres. 
Bochart, referring to the city of the name 
mentioned by Ammianus, expresses him¬ 
self thus: Merito dubitatur on restaurata 
fuerit eo in loco , in quo prius condita.” 
In the Hebrew MSS. there is no various 
reading of nisi pis ; but the rendering of 
the LXX., tovs iTriyupopft'ous, and of 
Aq., am’KTTap.ivafv, supported by Thcod. 
and the fifth Greek version, would indi¬ 
cate, that their authors read n*isp T or 
rv^isis^pris, in favor of which vz'k in 

■ ■ | - - 9 t ; ■ 

■ • ■ w • 

the following hemistich might be ad¬ 
duced. The Syriac, however, Vulg., 
and Symm., read with the received 
text. 

9. By a sudden apostrophe Nahum 
here turns to the invaders, and boldly 
challenges them to account for their 
temerity in daring to oppose themselves 
to Jehovah. On which he repeats what 
he had declared in the preceding verse 
respecting the total destruction of the As¬ 
syrian power, and adds, for the special en¬ 
couragement of the Jews, that it should 
never annoy them again. The parallel 
to this brief apostrophe we have more 
at length, Is. xxxvii. 23-29. For the 
force of D*isrs, twice , comp, rns 

•ib nsrs tAi, 1 Sam. xxvi. 8. That the 

. . 

renewal of the affliction does not refer to 
any supposable future overthrow of the 
Assyrians, as Miehaelis, Rosenmiiller, 
Hitzig, Ewald, and others maintain, hut 
to any further calamity to be apprehended 
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10 For though they are closely interwoven as thorns, 
And thoroughly soaked with their wine, 

They shall be consumed like stubble fully dry. 

11 From thee he came forth, 

The deviser of mischief against Jehovah, 

The wicked counsellor. 

12 Thus saith Jehovah : 


Though they are complete and so very numerous, 
Yet in this state they shall be cut down, 

And he shall pass away: 


from them by the Jews, appears from ver. 
12 to be the true construction of the mean¬ 
ing. 

10. However strong and vigorous the 
Assyrian army might be, its complete 
destruction would easily be effected by 
Jehovah, ny, to, even to, is here used os 
a comparative particle of degree: to the 
same degree as, or like thorns. Comp. 
1 Chron. iv. 27. Briers and thorns are 
employed by the prophets to denote the 
soldiers composing a hostile army. See 
Is. x. 17, xxvii. 4. The metaphor is 
here taken from a thicket of thorns, the 
prickly branches of which are so closely 
intertwined as to present an impenetra¬ 
ble front to those who would enter it. 
Such were the celebrated military pha¬ 
lanxes of antiquity, consisting of bodies 
of troops armed with long spears, and 
arranged in the form of a square. The 
other metaphor is taken from drunkards 
who drench or saturate themselves with 
wine, and denotes the degree of moisture 
which those thorny warriors possessed, 
and by which they were prepared to re¬ 
sist the action of fire. No account is to 
be made of the reading princes, 

which New come adopts from the Targ. 
and Syr. It is found in no Heb. MS. 

to eat , is often used to express con¬ 
sumption by fire. The application of the 
language of this and the preceding verse 
to the literal inundation of the Tigris, 
the drunkenness of the Assyrian camp, 
and the burning of the palace, etc., at 
Nineveh by Sardanapalus, as related by 
Diodorus Siculus, lib. ii., is n<rt justified 


either by the import and usage of the 
terms, or by chronology, the catastrophe 
described by Nahum not having taken 
place till long after the time of that 
monarch. 

11. t r^z'p,from thee , O Nineveh! in the 
feminine. Sennacherib, whose machina¬ 
tions against Jehovah had been adverted 
to ver, 9, is here intended. The Heb. 

a, frequently rendered in our com¬ 
mon version Belial, properly signifies 
worthlessness , inutility, and by implica¬ 
tion, badness in a moral sense, wickedness . 
Hence the idiomatic combinations, din 

# T T 

Vs '?3, a man of Belial, a wicked man ; 

■ ■ 

Vy'Va—^5 , a son of Belial , a bad man ; 
Vra-r.a, a daughter of Belial, a wicked 
woman. The word is compounded of 
**Va, without, and bzi* profit. 

12, Another description of the formid¬ 

able appearance of the hostile army, ac¬ 
companied with a prediction of its sud¬ 
den and complete annihilation, the flight 
of Sennacherib, and the future immunity 
of the Jews from an invasion on the part 
of the Assyrians. t-TsVi, complete , ex¬ 
presses the unbroken condition of the 
army of the enemy, and their being fully 
provided with everything requisite for 
the successful siege of Jerusalem. The 
word may also be designed to convey the 
idea of mental completeness, t. e. in this 
connection, security, martial courage . 
Thus Kimchi, Vs ‘.‘trE' 

ifcnS ms-'Nn, they are not afraid of 
man, for they have subdued all the coun¬ 
tries. , as used the second time, sig¬ 
nifies thus , so, in this state , as thus con - 
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Though I have afflicted thee, 

I will afflict thee no more. 

13 For now I will break his yoke from off thee, 

And burst thy bands asunder. 

14 And with respect to thee, Jehovah hath commanded: 

There shall no more be sown any of thy name; 

From the house of thy gods I will cut off the graven and the 

molten image; 


stituted. The change of number from 
the plural vp'i:, " they are, or shall be 
cut down,” to - 22 ?, Ai he passeth away,” 
is obviously intended to distinguish be¬ 
tween the overthrow of the Assyrian 
army, and the immediate departure of 
Sennacherib to his own land. The 
nominative to nas is V 3 ? S V 2 Vyp in the 

-T ■ J I '• 

preceding verse. tta, to cut, or mow 
down, is a metaphor derived from the 
hay harvest, and forcibly sets forth the 
sudden and entire destruction of an army. 
See for the historical facts, 2 Kings xix. 
35 ; Is. xxxvii. 36, 37. At the close of 
the verse, Jehovah directs the discourse to 
his people, graciously assuring them that, 
though he had employed the Assyrian 
power to punish them, he would do so 
no more. Newcome, almost entirely on 
the authority of the LXX., improperly 
changes ■pi E'm -pi n'ttVj ns 

^ t ^ r - - ft ** ■ < ■ ■ ■»* A 

ft « * w 

-n?* into "pi Vti *p c*x*i Vrw Os 
* 123 ?, “ Though the Ruler of many waters 
has thus ravaged, and thus passed 
through.” That these ancient transla¬ 
tors did, from hearing c-icVa cn read 
as Vrtt, render, Karipx^v vHdruv 
iroKKwv, there can be no doubt; but 
then, they place the words in apposi¬ 
tion with rc£5f \4yti Kt/pior; and make 
the Lord, and not the king of Assyria, 
to be “ the ruler of many waters.” The 
Syr. following the LXX. t only changing 

y 

the singular into the plural, has ^ V 


editions. The object of the verb is 
Judah , understood, which Jehovah here 
kindly addresses, and not Nineveh, as 
Michaelis and Hitzig suppose. The Jews 
are addressed as a female, as they arc in 
the words ipin min' ■’in,' 

Celebrate thy festivals, O Judah ! perform 
thy vows. Chap. ii. 1. On the introduc¬ 
tion of a predicate without previous men¬ 
tion of the subject, see on ver. 8. The 
meaning is, that the Jews were to be no 
more afflicted by the Assyrians, and not 
that Divine judgments were never af¬ 
terwards to be inflicted upon them by 
others. 

13. The suffix ^ has here the same 

reference as in the preceding verse, and 

in in inu “ his yoke,” to the king of 

Assyria. Comp. Is. x. 27 ; Jer. ii. 20. 

For some think the LXX. and 

■ ■ 

Vulg. read imia, whieh is the reading 
of several MSS. ; but they both signify 
a staff or pole; only the former denotes 
what is placed on the neck, in order to 
bear a burden. 

14. We have here another apostrophe 
to the Assyrian monarch, announcing to 
him, that his dynasty should not be per¬ 
petuated, that his favorite idols should 
be destroyed, that the very temple in 
which he worshipped them should be¬ 
come his grave. When it is said, that 
u no more of thy name shall be sown,” 
the meaning is not, that none of his sons 
should succeed, him in the government, 


v 

“ respecting the 

heads of many watere.” is merely 

a defective reading of which is 

found in a number of MSS., and in some 



but that his dynasty should cease on the 
arrival of the event predicted by Nahum, 
the destruction of Nineveh. The Medes 
being gTeat enemies to idolatry, those of 
them who composed the army of Cyax- 
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I will make it thy grave, 
Because thou art worthless. 

ares would take singular pleasure in des¬ 
troying the idols which they found in the 
chief temple at Nineveh. No mention 
is made in history of the sepulture of 
Sennacherib, but we are expressly told, 
2 Kings xix. 37, Is. xxxvii. 38, that he 
was slain by two of his sons while in the 
act of worship in the temple of Nisroch 
his god ; and there can be no doubt that 
it is to this event reference is here made, 
t'-.ys stands cllipticnlly for 55*3“ a?5$, I 
will make it, i. e. the temple of thy gods, 


thy gj'ave. Some take thou art 

light , in the same sense in which the 
Chaldee Vpjn is used Dan. v. 27, but 
without sufficient ground in Hebrew 
usage. In application to persons it al¬ 
ways signifies to be the object of shame 
or disgrace. Though to be buried in a 
temple naturally conveys to our minds 
the idea of honorable interment, it is 
otherwise here, owing to the peculiar 
circumstances of the case. 


CHAPTER II. 


After prophetically describing the joyful announcement of the overthrow of tlie Assyrian 
power, 1; and calling upon the Jews manfully to defend Jerusalem against the attack of 
Sennacherib, in the assurance that there would be a glorious restoration of the whole He¬ 
brew people, 2. 3; the prophet arrives at his main subject, the destruction of Nineveh, the 
siege and capture of which lie portrays with graphic minuteness and in the most sublime 
and vivid manner, 4-11. In a beautiful allegory lie then, with triumphant sarcasm, asks 
where was now the residence of the once conquering and rapacious monarch? 12,13; after 
which, Jehovah is introduced, expressly declaring that lie would assuredly perform what 
he had inspired his servant to predict. 


1 Behold ! upon the mountains are the feet of him that an 

nounceth good, 

That publisheth peace : 

Celebrate thy feasts, O Judah ! perform thy vows, 

For the wicked shall no more pass through thee; 

He is entirely cut off. 


1. Some interpret ere refer these words 
to the messengers which should arrive 
from the East, announcing to the inhabi¬ 
tants of Judah the joyful intelligence of 
the destruction of Nineveh, which had 
been briefly hinted at in the course of 
the preceding chapter; but it better ac¬ 
cords with the spirit and bearing of the 


immediate connection to apply them to 
what took place on the miraculous 
deliverance of Jerusalem, recorded Is. 
xxxvii. 36. They are almost identical, 
so far as they go, with the language of 
Isaiah; chap. lii. 7, relative to the return, 
from Babylon. During the Assyrian in¬ 
vasion, the inhabitants of Judah were cut 
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2 The disperser hath come up before thee ; 

Keep the fortress, watch the way, 

Make fast the loins, 

Strengthen thee with power to the utmost. 

3 For Jehovah will restore the excellency of Jacob, 
As he will the excellency of Israel; 

Though the emptiers have emptied them, 

And destroyed their branches. 

4 The shield of his heroes is dyed red, 


off from a]l access to the metropolis; 

now, they would be at liberty to proceed 

thither as usual, in order to observe their 

religious rites. Belial, doubtless 

means the same as Vy-'V' yjH". wicked 

■ 

counsellor , chap. i. II; i. e. as there ex¬ 
plained, Sennacherib. Restricted as the 
declaration here made must necessarily 
be to this monarch, the passage is no¬ 
vise at variance with the fact, that Ma- 
nasseh was for a time in the power of the 
Assyrians, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 11. 

2. Most moderns adopt the interpreta¬ 
tion of Jerome, who is of opinion, that the 
prophet here turns to Nineveh, and di¬ 
rects the attention of her monarch to the 
approach of the Medo-Babylonish army. 
I rather think with Abarbanel, Kimchi, 
Jarchi, llezel, Dathe, and others, that 
the words are addressed to llezekiah, and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for the 
purpose of inspiring them with courage 
to hold out during the Assyrian attack. 

y£>s, from *p2. Arab. abiit, 

peregrinatus fuit, to scatter , disperse , 
properly signifies the Disperser , and iB 
appropriately applied to the king of As¬ 
syria, by whose army the inhabitants of 
the different countries which it invaded 
were scattered from their abodes. Some 
prefer rendering the word by hammer , 
and compare Prov. xxv. 18, and Jer. 
li. 20, in the latter of which passages we 
have yspa from yt:, to break in pieces , 
disperse, etc., rendered in our common 
version battle-axe. The address is beauti¬ 
fully abrupt, and derives great force from 
the use of the Infinitive instead of the 

35 


Imperative of all the four verbs which 
here occur. The fuller forms would be 
Hup "visa, pexfi hex. etc., rmsE lisa 

- i V - ; i» t ; ' i 

form a paronomasia. 

3. Further to encourage the inhabi¬ 
tants of Jerusalem, a promise is here 
given of the restoration of the Hebrew 
people to their former independence and 
glory, n'p y yitij, etc., is not to be in¬ 
terpreted of the pride of the Hebrew's, 
nor of the proud and insulting conduet 
of their enemies towards them; but, as 
in Ps. xlvii. 5 ; Amos vi. 8, it means the 
land of Canaan, as distinguished above 
all other countries. This land, as the 
prophet immediately adds, had been 
spoiled by the Assyrians, who had not 
only carried away the ten tribes into 
captivity, but taken the fortified cities 
of Judah ; but it was again to be re¬ 
stored, partly on the destruction of the 
Assyrians, and completely on the return 
from Babylon, sy, to return, has here 

* i 

the force of the Hiphil 2'sn, to restore, 
as in Numb. x. 36 ; Ps. lxxxv. 5. Con¬ 
nected as this verb is with the future, 
implied in the abbreviated form t’x:, 
etc., in the preceding veTse, it is to be 
rendered in this tense. Jacob and Israel 
are, as frequently, put for the people of 
the tw’o kingdoms. The devastation ef¬ 
fected by the Assyrians is described by a 
metaphor taken from the pruning of 
vines, or the cutting off of the young 
tw igs or sbootfl. Parallel to the promise 
made in this veree is that given by Isaiah, 
chap, xxxvii. 31, 32. 

4. The prophet now proceeds to de¬ 
scribe the Biege and capture of Nineveh, 
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The warriors are clothed with scarlet; 

The chariots are furnished with fiery scythes, 
In the day of his preparation ; 

And the cypresses are brandished. 


which involved the downfall of the As¬ 
syrian empire. The formidable, terrific, 
and invincible appearance of the Me- 
do-Babylonish army is first noticed. 
Jjrvn/si, his heroes, i. e. the mighty 
men of Cyaxares. The suffix is the less 
frequent form, instead of vs but repre¬ 
sents more of. the primitive pronoun ton, 
of which both are fragments. is 

0 it; 

the Pual participle of C*rs, to be red; 
and is applied to the shields, to intimate 
that they were dyed red. The bull's hide 
with which they were commonly covered 
was easily susceptible of this process ; 
and, on being anointed with oil, would 
shine brightly. See on Is. xxi. 6. This 
interpretation of the word, which is con¬ 
firmed by the meaning of the correspond¬ 
ing principle, in the following hemistich, 
is preferable to that which would make 
it express the idea of fiery, sparkling , or 
the like. “ Bloodstained is altogether 
to be rejected. The LXX. mistaking 
for C“NW» preposterously render 
fbrAa bvva arelas aviw iv&ptoirw. 

lit. are crimsoned, is a arral 

» 1 ; * 

Acy., but is the Pual participial form, 
and is evidently derived from yViP, the 
name specially used to denote the coccus, 
or worm which was used in dying, to 
give to cloth a deep scarlet color. The 
manufacture of such stuffs w r as chiefly 
carried on by the Tyrians and Lydians. 
The LXX. have also mistaken this word 
for C'VVypiW, Ipiraifavras, in which they 
are followed by the Syr. Pollux describes 
the Medes as wearing a cloth called Sa- 
rages , which was of scarlet color, striped 
with white ; 'Xapayris, MtjSwv rt tpopypa, 
irop<pvpovs, peaoKevKos x iTwt/ ' *• 

cap. 13. jnnbs with fiery scythes. 

That rinbE stands here by transposition 
of the first two letters for rhtb, eannot 

m 

be admitted ; the plural of n m sV, a lamp , 
or torch, being always in the 


masculine, so that the Syr., Targ., etc., 
give an erroneous interpretation. mVe, 

o v 

iron, steel . Syr. j Aq the same. Com. 

■ 

Arab. tXJLi, sccuit , in partes conci- 

dit. ferrum durum, chalybs. 

e chalybe confectus, de gladio. 

For the manufactory of swords of the 
finest steel, not only Damascus but cer¬ 
tain towns on the east of the Caucasus 
have long been celebrated ; and that this 
compound metal is of high antiquity, is 
universally allowed. Its name, Chalybs, 
is derived from the Chalybcs, a people 
bordering on the Euxine sea. It is 
doubtless what the prophet Jeremiah 
means by iron from the 

North , and which he distinguishes from 

Vt“i 2 , common iron, chap. xv. 12. Now 
■ • 

there appears to be no part of the war- 
chariots entitled to the character of 
irons flashing with fire, but the falces or 
scythes, -which were “ fixed at right 
angles to the axle, and turned down¬ 
wards, or inserted parallel to the axle 
into the felly of the wheel, so as to re¬ 
volve, when the chariot was put in mo¬ 
tion, with thrice the velocity of the 
chariot itself; and sometimes also pro¬ 
jecting from the extremities of the axle.” 
Dr. William Smith’s Diet, of Greek and 
Roman Antiquities, art. Fair. The Up- 
para bpeTravT]<pApa were justly reckoned 
among the most terrific implements of 
ancient warfare, as they mowed down 
all that came in their way. The -is fire 
of these scythes was the coruscations pro¬ 
duced by their excessive brightness and 
the rapidity of their motion. Instead of 
tt«2, “ with fire,” seven MSS., origin- 
ally one more, and the Sonein. edition 

of the Prophets, read “ like fire.” 

_ • 

The suffix in may either form an 
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5 The chariots dash madly on the commons, 
They run furiously in the open places ; 
Their appearance is like that of torches, 
They flash" like lightnings. 

6 He remembers his nobles; 

They stumble in their march ; 


accusative to n5nn, or the genitive of an 
agent not mentioned — the hostile com¬ 
mander. The latter construction is pre¬ 
ferable, as it refers the day of his pre¬ 
paration to the period fixed upon by the 
general for commencing the attack. It 
would only be then that the scythes 
would be fixed in the chariots : it being 
not only useless but dangerous to have 
them attached at other times. By 

cypresses , are meant spears or 
lances, the staves of which were made of 
the branches of the cypress. The LXX., 
followed by the Syr. and Arab., have 

taken the word for horsemen . 

■ ^ 

rendering it ol iVjrrir, which Michaclis 
is inclined to prefer, and Newcome has 
actually adopted. There is, however, no 
just cause for stumbling at the boldness 
of the figure. Homer, describing the 
spear of Achilles, calls it an ash : 

’Ek 5’ Up a avpiyyos irarpdioy taTr&aar' 

Bpi&i; p4ya (TTi&apSv to phf ov Suvar* 
fiAAos ’Axaiiv 

ndS/VAfiv, fiAAa ptv olos 4irl<naTo irTjXai 

n^AufSa MEAIHN, *. r. A. 

Iliad, xix. 387—390. 

Hesiod also designates the lance iKdrri, 
a pine , Scut. Here. 188 ; and Virgil uses 
the fir for the spear of Camilla : 

- *• cujus apertum 

Adversi longA transverberat abiete pec¬ 
tus.” JEneid. xi. 667. 

a flbraf \ey., from the root 
Syr. tremuit , to move tremu¬ 
lously, wave, shake ; hence and 

riVsin, trembling, Zech. xii. 2 ; Ps. lx. 
6. The reference seems to he to the cus¬ 


tom of the spear-men to wave their lances 
before engaging in battle, for the pur¬ 
pose of evincing their eagerness for the 
contest. 

6. This verse Ewald explain^ of the 
preparations made by the Nincvites for 
the defence of the city; but the war- 
chariots could not be used within the 
walls : they could only be effective in the 
open field. ri:nh signifies not merely 
streets, as being without the houses of a 
city, but also the out fields or commons 
without the city itself. Comp. Job v. 10 ; 
Ps. cxliv. 13 ; Prov. viii. 26. In like 
manner f?*!nrn» as its parallel, denotes 
any wide or open spaces in the suburbs 
without the gates. Comp. 2 Chron. 
xxxii. 6 ; Ps. cxliv. 14. VVinMn signi- 
fies to act the part of a madman, to show 
one's self violent, rage, and the like. The 
reduplicate form ■pp^ptyd^ is obviously 
intended to give great force to the ex¬ 
pression ; on which account, to render 
it run up and doicn is too weak, I have 
furiously, which makes this hemi¬ 
stich better agree with the preceding. 
Nor is the reduplication of the third 
radical of yn-i, to run, in Piel, ussim, 
without a corresponding degree of energy. 
It expresses the rapid zig-zag course of 
the chariots, resembling the quick flash¬ 
ing of lightning. As is masculine, 

■ ■ 

the feminine suffix in must be 

T — 

taken for a neuter, or regarded as an in¬ 
stance of neglected gender, 

6. The king of Nineveh is here repre¬ 
sented as roused from a profound stupor; 
and, contriving the necessary means of 
defence, as first of all turning his atten¬ 
tion to his principal officers, whom he 
summons to their posts. Michoelis, 
Maurer, and others, think that by these 
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They hasten to her wall, 

And the defence is prepared. 

7 The flood-gates are opened, 

And the place is dissolved, 

Though firmly established. 

8 She is made bare; she is carried up, 
While her handmaids moan like doves, 
And smite upon their hearts. 


officers, the generals commanding in the 

provinces are intended ; but it is more 
likely the prophet means the military 

leaders within the city, since it is repre¬ 
sented in the preceding verses as already 
invested by the enemy; and they are 
spoken of as hastening to the wall, and 
not to the city, which the former inter¬ 
pretation would require. -ST is here used, 
not in the sense of simply recollecting, 
or calling to mind, but with the acces¬ 
sory idea of carrying out or giving effect 
to the recollection, in regard to the object 
of remembrance. It therefore implies, 
that the monarch ordered them to oc¬ 
cupy each his place in the defence of 
Nineveh. On receiving the orders, they 
make such haste, that they and their 
troops stumble while marching to the 
walls. Instead of in rmair, eight of 
De Rossi’s MSS., another originally, the 
Brixian, and another ancient edition, ex¬ 
hibit the local n, which is supported by 
the Taig., Syr., and Arab. By the “ 22 , 
protector, or protection , here mentioned, 
some understand the vinea, or the tes- 
tudo , military coverings used by the be¬ 
siegers of a eitv, under the shelter of 
which they might safely carry on their 
operations in undermining, or otherwise 
destroying the walls. As, however, the 
term is here applied to something em¬ 
ployed by those who acted on the defen¬ 
sive, it cannot be so interpreted. In all 
probability, some kind of breastwork, 
composed of the interwoven boughs and 
branches of trees, erected between the 
towers upon the walls, is intended. Ac¬ 
cording to Diodorus Siculus, Nineveh had 
fifteen hundred towers, each of which 


was two hundred feet high. ^20 sig¬ 
nifies to weave , intertwine, fence , and the 
like, and so to protect , shelter. LXX. «al 
eToifidoouai ras wpo(pv\aK&s av t ra>y. Syr. 

« O 0 o 

| A \ a V . fortifications . Targ. 
towers. 

7. Though it 19 not unusual in He¬ 

brew to represent invading armies or 
multitudes of people under the image of 
floods or waters, an interpretation adopted 
here by Rosenmuller, De 'Wette, and 
others, there does not appear to be suf¬ 
ficient ground to depart from the literal 
meaning. By rnir;:, rivers, or streams, 
are meant the canals dug from the Tigris, 
which intersected the city, and more es¬ 
pecially those which aflorded a supply 
of water for the defence of the palace. 
The gates or sluices of these canals were 
doubtless strongly constructed, to prevent 
a greater influx of water than what was 
required ; but having upon the present 
occasion been burst open by the besiegers, 
the waters.of the Tigris rushed in, and, 
completely inundating the royal resi¬ 
dence, dissolved and ruined it. The 
verb describes the physical effects 

of the inundation, not metaphorically 
those produced by the event upon the 
minds of the inhabitants. 

8. 2 art has occasioned a great diver¬ 
sity of interpretations. Gcsenius, dissat¬ 
isfied with all those derived from its be¬ 
ing the Hophnl of 22 :, to place , settle,fix, 
has recourse to a new root, 222 , which 

- 

he borrows from the Arab. v _ jJu4 g) ? fiuxit , 

^ -i* 

stillavit, aqua, fudit, effudit; and, 
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9 Though Nineveh hath been like a pool of water, 
From the most ancient time, 

Yet they are fleeing : 

“ Stop ! stop! ” but none looketh back. 

10 Plunder the silver, plunder the gold ; 

There is no end to the store ; 

There is abundance of all covetable vessels. 

11 Emptiness and emptiedness and void, 
Heart-melting and tottering of knees; 

There is intense pain in all loins, 

And all faces withdraw their color. 


then removing the ■word to the end of the 

preceding verse, reads thus, vx: Vi*r;n 

ni-r-, 1 , the palace is dissolved and made to 
■ 

fioic aieay. That the verb is to be con¬ 
nected with the preceding the gen¬ 
der at once shows; but there is no neces¬ 
sity of departing from the usual signifi¬ 
cation of 2 :;:, to place, fix, stand firmly ; 
in Iliph. to cause to stand , establish. 
However strongly the place might have 
been constructed, it would not be able to 
resist the fury of the water, i has here 
the force of though , and though. Comp. 

Mai. iii. 14. The nom- 

b - ■ ■ -1 « - 

» m • v 

inative to the feminines and r}-?yn 

is Nineveh understood. The first of these 
verbs some render, is carried into cap¬ 
tivity ; but this signification is confined 
to the Kal and Hiphil conjugations. It 
here describes the ignominy with which 
theNincvites were treated, when, stripped 
of everything, they were forced from their 
capital. Comp. Is. xlvii. 3. Nineveh is 
represented as a queen degraded from 
her dignity ; and led away captive by 
the enemy; her female slaves following 
and deploring her fate. That the queen 
of Nineveh herself, supposed to be here 
called Huzzab, is intended, in a position 
■which cannot be sustained, though adopt¬ 
ed by several interpreters, and recently 
bv Ewald. Persons are never introduced 

w 

by name into prophecy, except for some 
important purpose, as in the case of Cy¬ 
rus. For ar:, to pant, sigh , moan , comp. 


the Arab. 



graviter, continuo an - 


kelavit, vix interrupto spirilu; Syriac 
v 

clamavit, rugiit . 

9. The comparison of the population 
of Nineveh to a collection of water is 
here appropriate. K'n is an anti¬ 

quated mode of expressing the feminine 
pronominal affix — the absolute form of 
the pronoun being retained instead of the 
fragmental n being attached to the noun, 
K“n 'K'WWK'is ; lit. from her days, 

P » -f m ■ » ^ 

i. e. during the whole period of her ex¬ 
istence, or, from the most ancient time. 
The prophet compares the royal city to 
a reservoir of water, on account of the 
confluence of people from the surround¬ 
ing provinces. All who could make 
their escape, now took to flight, and no 
entreaties could induce them to remain. 

10. Nahum here apostrophizes the 
victorious enemy. They had now’ only 
to possess themselves of the immense 
riches w’hich had been abandoned by the 
inhabitants, or which they might plunder 
at pleasure. The repetition of the verb 
:jT 2 gives force to the diction, r.ziz?}, 
from yi'D, in Iliphil, to set up, prepare; 
anything laid up, prepared, and ready for 
use , as costly garments, ornaments, etc. 
Comp. Job xxvii. 16. LXX. rov nSayov 
airri\s. Vulg. divitiarum. Targ. 
treasures. ihs, followed by y c, is here 
a nominative absolute : as for the abund¬ 
ance, it consists of, etc. 

11 . The three synonym.es 
np/ 53 ^, all from roots signifying to 
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12 Where is the den of the lionesses ? 

And the feeding-place of the young Hons ? 

Where the lion and the lioness walked, 

The lion’s cub also, and none disturbed them. 

13 The lion tore for the supply of his cubs, 

And strangled for his lionesses ; 

lie filled his dens with prey, 

And his habitations with rapine. 

14 Behold! I am against thee, saith Jehovah of hosts; 
I will burn her chariots into smoke; 

The sword shall devour thy young lions, 

And I will cut off thy prey from the land: 

The voice of thy messengers shall be heard no more. 


empty, empty out, are exquisitely chosen, 
and from their increase in length, as well 
as from their similarity both in sound and 
meaning, give great force to the expres¬ 
sion of total desolation — the idea here 
intended to be conveyed. Gesenius con¬ 
siders them to be onomatopoetic, imitat¬ 
ing the sound of emptying out a bottle. 
Comp. Is. xxiv. 1, for the etymology of 
the verbs and pVz ; and for 

a similar use of words varied in form, 
but nearly alike in sound, Is. xxiv. 3, 4, 
xxix. 2 ; Ezek. xxxiii. 29 ; Zeph. i. 15. 
rAnVn,an intensive form, from 
to be in pain. For *vnt*E see on Joel 
ii. G. 

12-14. A beautiful allegory, setting 
forth the rapacious, irresistible, and lux¬ 
urious character of the king of Assyria, 
and the destruction of Nineveh, the seat 
of his empire, with all his armies, and 


their means of supply. In the last verse 
the literal is intermixed with the figura¬ 
tive. Comp, for the metaphor, Is. v. 29 ; 
Jer. ii. 15. wn, in ver. 12, has the force 
of that which ; ver. 13, a sufficiency, 
supply , etc. r,-u an< i -E“i: are em¬ 
ployed idiomatically in the two genders 
to express different kinds of prey. Comp. 
Is. iii. 1. For yrya the Targ. has 
KF'i'NS, withjire . The meaning is, that 
such should be the number of chariots 
consumed, that the smoke arising from 
the fire in which they were to be burnt, 
should be visible to all. Comp. Fs. 
xxxvii. 20. The MSS. and editions dif¬ 
fer in their punctuation of rr rsV^, but 
there can be little doubt that it is a de¬ 
fective reading, f° r 

Comp, ns S 3 , Ps. cxxxix. 5. The Syr. 
and LXX. have read “ thy 

works.’ 1 


CHAPTER III. 


The prophet, resuming his description of the siege of Nineveh, 1-3, traces It to her idolatry 
as its cause, 4, and repeats the divine denunciations which he had introduced chap. ii. 13, 
ver. 6-7. He then, to aggravate her misery, points her to the once formidable and cele¬ 
brated, bat now conquered and desolate Thebes, 8-10, declaring that such should likewise 
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be her fate, 11-13; calls opon her sarcastically to make every preparation for her defence, 
but assuring her that it would be of no avail, 14,15; nml concludes by contrasting with 
the number of merchants, princes, and generals, which she «nce possessed, tbc miserable, 
remediless state of ruin to which she was to be reduced, 1G-19. 


1 TVo to the city of blood ! 

She is wholly filled with deceit and violence; 

The prey is not removed. 

2 The sound of the whip, and the sound of the rattling of the 

wheels, 

The horses prancing, and the chariots bounding; 

3 The mounting of horsemen, the gleaming of swords, 

And the lightning of spears; 

The multitude of slain, 

And the mass of corpses; 

There is no end to the carcasses ; 

They stumble over their carcasses : 

4 Because of the multitude of the whoredoms of the harlot, 

The very graceful mistress of enchantments ; 


1. A portraiture of the atrocious char¬ 
acter of the Ninevites. p-s rnr form 

k ■ » ■ ■ ■■ •• 

i • 

an asyndeton. The non-removal of the 
prey Tefcrs to the fact, that the Assyrians 
had not restored the ten tribes. 

2,3. The description which the prophet 
here gives of the approach of the enemy, 
his attack on the city, and the slaughter 
of the besieged, is exquisitely graphic. 
Every translator must acknowledge with 
Jerome: “ Tam pulchra juxta Hebraieum 
et pictura similis ad pTcelium se prepar- 
antis exercitus descriptio est, ut omnis 
me us sermo sit vilior/' The passage is 
unrivalled by any other, either in sacred 
or profane literature. Comp, however 
Jcr. xlvii. 3. *ni occurs only here, but 
in Judges v. 22, we find vn**2N 
the charges of his mighty warriors, in 
connection with C?0, the war-horse. It 
would seem to have some affinity to the 

Arab. celeriter incessit, and 

expresses the coursing or prancing of the 
cavalary, when rapidly advancing to the 
attack. Their eagerness the LXX. ex¬ 


presses by rendering it BkLkovtos. Syr. 

, ebullivit , ajikelavit. D. Kimchi: 

■irr-Vrn rn2- c*.On ro—v*, the power¬ 
ful trampling or prancing of the horse 
and his course. The collectives require 
to be rendered in the plural. Vp is not 
to be understood as repeated belbre p-.o 
and the following substantive. Instead 

of r.V^r* or as it is read in some 

T ‘ *. ; • 

of the old editions, the Keri, many MSS., 
and the Sonein., Brix., and Complut. 
editions, read which is favored by 

the Tenderings of the LXX. and Vulg. 

4. The idolatrous practices of the Nine¬ 
vites, and the means which they em¬ 
ployed to seduce others to worship their 
gods, arc here represented as the princi¬ 
pal cause of their destruction. At the 
same time, the commerce, luxury, etc. 
which they earned to the greatest height, 
are not to be excluded ; for in mbking 
contracts and treaties with the more 
powerful of their neighbors, they not 
only employed these as inducements, but 
did not scruple to deliver into their 
power, nations nnd tribes that were un- 
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Who sold nations through her fornications, 

And tribes through her enchantments. 

5 Behold ! I am against thee, saith Jehovah of hosts: 
I will throw up thy skirts upon thy face, 

And show the nations thy nakedness, 

And the kingdoms thy shame. 

6 I will cast abominable things upon thee, 

And disgrace thee; 

And will make thee a gazing-stock. 

7 And every one that seetli thee shall flee from thee 
And shall say, Nineveh is destroyed ! 

Who will commiserate her ? 

Whence shall I seek comforters for thee ? 

8 Art thou better than No-Ammon, 

That dwelt in the rivers, 

That had water around her ; 


able to defend themselves. Comp. Joel 
iii. 3, 6-8 ; Amos i. 6. The metaphor of 
an unchaste female, and the seductive 
arts which she employs, is not unfre¬ 
quent in the prophets. 

5, 6. The language of commination 
here used, is suggested by the metaphor 
of an harlot, employed in the preceding 
verse. It would seem to refer to an an¬ 
cient mode of punishing strumpets, by 
stripping them of all their gaudy attire, 
and exposing them, covered with mud 
and filth, to the gaze of insulting spec¬ 
tators. The abhorrent character of the 
figure constitutes the very reason of its 
selection. Comp. Ezek. xvi. 37-41. 
The 3 in is the Caph veritatis. 

IjXX. € l s Trapdfitiyfia. 

7. carries out the idea implied 
in ver. 6. It is in the plural, but 
is followed by a singular verb, to agree 
with Vs. Comp, for the sentiment Is. 
li. 19. 

8 . to, No Amon, Egyp. 

tlxe lion > or V^rtion %f 

Amon, thus etymologically the LXX. 
ficpfoa, ’A w&v, though in Ezek. xxx. 15, 
they render At6<nro\is, i . e. the residence 


or possession of the Egyptian deity known 
by the name of Jupiter Ammon. The 
statement of Macrobius, that he was the 
representative of the sun, is confirmed 
by the name of Amon-Re, i. e. “ Amon, 
the Sun,” being given to him in Egyp¬ 
tian inscriptions. On Egyptian monu¬ 
ments this god is represented by the 
figure of a man sitting upon a chair, 
with a ram’B head, or by that of an 
entire ram. In Jer. xlvi. 25, we have 
km "pMS, Amon of No, where, as well 
as in the present passage in Nahum, our 
translators have regarded ybss as equiv¬ 
alent to y*Mn, a multitude. Bochart, 
Schroeder, and some others, have con¬ 
tended that AirfcnroAir, near Mendes, 
in Lower Egypt, is intended, but all 
the later commentators are in favor of 
Thebes. TheTargum preposterously ren¬ 
ders, tomsbbbs*, Alexandria the 

r : “ ** • : \ ** t V ~ 

Great , which Jerome, deferring to his 
Rabbi, has adopted in the Vulg. The 
city, which from its being the principal 
seat of his worship, was called by the 
Greeks At6<rno\is, is the celebrated Thebes, 
the ancient capital of Upper Egypt, sit¬ 
uated on both sides of the Nile, about 
two hundred and sixty miles south of 
Cairo. It was renowned for its hundred 
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Whose strength was in the sea; 

Her wall was on the sea ? 

9 Cush strengthened her, and Egypt, 

With countless hosts; 

Put and the Lybians were thine auxiliaries. 


gates, and was of such extent, that its 
remaining ruins still describe a circuit of 
twenty-seven miles: 

- ov 5’ 8<ra 07j0as 

hlyxrtrrlas, irAeurra 6<fyioiS tv ttrrffiara 
Ke?Tcu y 

At €Kar6fxwv\ol fun, StTjfcrfcnoi S’ av 
fKatTTTJV 

'Aj/epes 4£oixi/fV(ri <jvv Xthtoktiv /cal oi^eo - - 
<piv. Iliad, ix. 381. 

Of the magnificent ruins, the most re¬ 
markable are the temples of Luxor and 
Kamac, on the eastern side of the river. 
The architecture is of the most gigantic 
and superior description. Fragments of 
colossal obelisks and statues are found in 
every direction. The stupendous colon - 
ade at Luxor is in the highest degree 
imposing ; but the grand hall of the 
temple at Kamac is of surpassing inter¬ 
est. Wilkinson, in his Thebes, p. 174, 
describes it as “ one hundred and seventy 
feet by three hundred and twenty-nine, 
supported, by a central avenue of twelve 
massive columns, sixty-six feet high, 
(without the pedestal and abaeus,) and 
twelve in diameter, besides one hun¬ 
dred and twenty-two of smaller or rather 
less gigantic dimensions, forty-one feet 
nine inches in height, and twenty-seven 
feet six inches in circumference, distri¬ 
buted in seven lines on either side of the 
former.” The walls of the temples are 
covered with hieroglyphics, chiefly re¬ 
presenting the victories gained by the 
Egyptian kings over their enemies. One 
of the -walls exhibits the result of the ex¬ 
pedition of Shishak against Jerusalem, 
1 Kings xiv. 25, etc.; 2 Chron, xii. 2-9, 
in the leading away of the Jewish cap¬ 
tives. 

Of the conquest of this famous city, 
here referred to by Nahum, no mention 


is made in profane history, but it not 
improbably took place on the advance 
of the Assyrian army under Sargon, in 
the year b. c. 714, See on Is. xx. It was 
afterwards taken by Cambyses, n. c. 525, 
and its ruin completed by Ptolemy La¬ 
thy rus, b. c. 81. According to the re¬ 
presentation of our prophet, Nineveh, 
could not vie with it either in point of 
grandeur or of strength. They both 
possessed the advantage of mighty rivers 
for their defence — a circumstance to 
which he gives a special prominence, as 
it was that on which the inhabitants 
placed great dependence. By C“, sea , is 
meant the Nile; see on Is. xix. 5; by 
streams, the same as r-i-r::, Nah. 
ii. 7, viz. the canals by which the water 
of the river was carried round or through 
the principal parts of the city. Ewald 
proposes to connect with thus, 
C’s and renders from sea to sea , which 
he attempts lo justify by appealing to 
Micah vii. 12, but the eases are not pa¬ 
rallel. Vn stands clliptieally for nVn. 
The preposition k in expresses the 
material out of which the defence was 
made ; and the triple reference to the 
Nile as a sea, in this verse, indicates the 
great importance which attached to it as 
a means of protecting the city. 

9. Not only was Thebes strong by 

nature and art, and in the number of her 
native troops ; she also possessed immense 
military resources in her African auxil¬ 
iaries. For Cush , see on Is. xi. 

11. t:i3, Put , Egypt. 

the region immediately to the west of 
Lower Egypt, and conterminous with 
Lybia Proper, with the inhabitants of 
which, it is here mentioned. Gesenius de¬ 
rives the name from TUT 1 or 

36 
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10 Yet she became an exile, 

She went into captivity; 

Iler young children also were dashed in pieces, 

At the top of all the streets ; 

They cast lots for her honorable men, 

And all her great men were bound with chains. 

11 Thou also slialt be drunken, 

Thou shalt hide thyself, 

Thou also shalt seek a refuge from the enemy. 

12 All thy fortresses are like fig-trees with early figs ; 

If they shake them, they fall into the mouth of the eater. 

13 Behold ! thy people are as women in the midst of thee; 

The gates of thy land shall be thrown wide open to thine 

enemies ; 

Fire shall consume thy barriers, 

14 Draw water for the siege ; 

a bow, and thinks the people were so was captured, and its inhabitants sub¬ 
called from their being expert as archers, jected to all the crudities and indignities 
That they were descended from Ilam, usually inflicted by the victors, what was 
see Gen. x. 6. Josephus speaks of them there in Nineveh to claim exemption ? 
as Mauritanians, Antiqq. i. 6, 2 ; and Instead of to drink , be intoxicated, 
the river of the same name, which he dc- a mode of speech not uncommon in the 
6 cribes as flowing through their country, prophets, denoting participation in severe 
is called Fut by Pliny, v. 1, and Phtuth punishment, Newoome, without author- 
by Ptolemy, iv. 1. They are spoken of ity, reads ntre, to hire, and renders, thou 
as forming part of the Egyptian army, shalt become an hireling . In 1 Sam. ii. 
Jer. xlvi. 9, and as being in the Syrian 5, to which he refers, the latter, and not 
marine, Ezck. xxvii. 10. Winer’s Real the former verb, occurs. 

W. B. ii. p. 308. C"'2iV, Lybians , the 12, 13. Two figures strikingly expres- 

inhabitants of Africa to the south and sive of the extreme ease with which the 
west of the former country, stretching Assyrians should be subdued. For the 
as far as Numidia. Hitzig, on Is. lxvi. 19, former, see on Is. xxviii. 4 ; and comp, 
has endeavored in vain to establish the Rev. vi. 13 ; for the latter, Is. xix. 16 ; 
hypothesis that the people of Nubia are Jer. 1. 37. ty, with, in the phrase f'JSP 

meant. Comp. 2 Chron. xii. 3, xvi. 8. fnrsa cy denotes accompaniment, etc.; 

_ • ■ • 

fc'.istt# Egypt, is here taken for Lower the phrase itself is equivalent to 
Egypt, as distinguished from the Upper, Cr:V> ifs. Thus the LNX. 

of which Thebes was itself the capital. auKuT okowovs Comp, for this 

There is no reason, with some, to change rare use of the preposition, 1 Sam. xvii. 
the ^ nt0 “» though the 42. Michaelis translates thy 

LXX. and Syr. nave the third person, fugitives, hut as fugitives are always re- 
The prophet concludes his description by presented as perishing by the sword, and 
apostrophizing Thebes, a is the Beth never by fire, the signification barriers 
essentia. must be retained. 

10 , 11. If the celebrated metropolis 14. The prophet ironieally summons 
of Egypt, with all its means of defence, the Ninevites to make every effort in 
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Strengthen thy fortifications; 

Enter the mire, and tread the clay; 

Repair the brick-kiln. 

15 There shall the fire consume thee, 

The sword shall cut thee off; 

It shall consume thee like the licking locust; 

Be thou numerous as the licking locusts ; 

Be thou numerous as the swarming locusts. 

16 Thou hast increased thy merchants more than the stars of 

heaven; 

The licking locusts spread themselves out, 

And took their flight. 

17 Thy princes were as the swarming locusts, 

And thy satraps as the largest locusts ; 

That encamp in the hedges in the cold day ; 

The sun ariseth, then they flee, 

And the place where they are is unknown. 

18 Thy shepherds slumber, 0 king of Assyria! 

the way of preparing for a long and “Princes with diadems and crowns on 

vigorous defence of the metropolis itself their teads ” The Arab. y jjuO, moni - 
As water is one of the first necessaries, / 

it behooved them to see to it, that the e * counsellor, is less apt, as the 

cisterns, etc., were well filled. They comparison to the locusts shows. Six of 
were also to put the fortifications in a Be Rossi s MSS. and three ancient cdi- 
perfect state. tions omit the Dagesh in the Nun. The 

15-17. Dp, there , points emphatically parallel term C-iCEtt occurs only here, 
to the fortified city. The nominative to an< l in Jer. li. 27, in the singular “tED. 

is themasculine noun rj, people. It is obviously a foreign word, and is in 
i. V the inhabitants; that to -'iMi-n, a11 pn^aWAty compounded of what we 

the feminine -ry city, understood. In- still find in the Persic, -O', or 

stead, however, of nzann, six MSS., _ _ * _. . 

. . „ » '■;■■■, strength, power, and chief, captain, 

on gin ally four more, and one by correct- 

tion, read ■"’issriri. For the names of prince* It occurs in the Targum of 
the locusts which here occur, see on Joel Jonathan, Deut. xxviii. 12 , as the name 
L 4, and Amos vii. 1 . The reduplication 0 f a superior angel. For other deriva- 
•'3* 3k* locust of locusts, is designed to tions see Gesen. Thesaur. in voc. Dr. 
express the largest or most formidable of Lee prefers deriving it from the Chald. 
that kind of insect. For the plural form 513 , egregius, and te; dux . "Whatever 
■mis, see on Amos vii. 1. is a might be the power of these princes and 

fibra£ Afy., derived from to consecrate, generals, and whatever number of troops 
separate and devote to a high or noble they might have at their command, they 
office; hence n't3, prince, a, consecra- would on the approach of the enemy, 
tion, diadem. It denotes here the princes, betake themselves to flight, and leave 
crowned with diadems, who formed the Nineveh to her own defence. No trace 
glory of the Assyrian court. Thus Kim- of them would be found, 
chi: crPEKn V? nt3 tsi-iO, 18. The masculine Buffixes in this and 
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Thy nobles have lain down ; 

Thy people are dispersed upon the mountains, 

And there is none that collected them. 

19 There is no alleviation of thy ruin; 

Thy wound is grievous ; 

All that hear the report of thee 
Shall clap their hands at thee, 

For upon whom, did not thy wickedness unceasingly pass ? 


the following verse, refer to the king of 

Assyria. The c-yh, shepherds , were the 

satraps or viceroys appointed to govern 

the provinces under the king of Assyria; 

the w'ere the nobles, who as 

■ ♦ 

parallel with the D^y h, are to be regarded 
under the same image. See Jer. xxv. 34, 
where principals would have been better 
than principal in our common version. 

corresponding to they slumber, 
is a vox pregnans, implying, not only 
that they had lain down, but that they 
were taking rest or were asleep, sr.5 is 
cognate with yriB, to scatter, dispei'se, 

Arab. Lki, propagata et multiplicata 

sunt pccora, but is not to be substituted 


for it, as some propose. Comp, the Arab. 

pastum noctu incesserunt cameli 

aut oves sine pastore. The figure is car¬ 
ried on throughout the verse. 

19. nns ys, lit. nothing of infirmity, 
by litotes, for powerful, great is thy 
breach. The deliverance of the king 
of Nineveh was utterly hopeless. Noth¬ 
ing remained but for the prophet to an¬ 
nounce his end, and the joy which the 
surrounding slates would express at the 
irretrievable ruin of an empire, whose 
iron sway had been so extended, and 
whose cruel oppressions had been unin- 
tennitting. 



HABAKKUK 


PREFACE. 

Of the prophet Habakkuk, we possess no information but what is purely 
apocryphal. The position of Delitzseh, founded upon the subscription, chap, 
iii. 19, that he was of the tribe of Levi, and engaged in the temple service, 
is too precarious to warrant its adoption. The statement made in the inscrip¬ 
tion to Bel and the Dragon in the LXX., which has been preserved from the 
Tetrapla of Origen, in the Codex Chisianus, Vk irpo<pr}Tflas 'Afi0aitovfi vlov 'lrj- 
aov t?is A tut, may be nothing more than conjecture. Considerable 
difference of opinion obtains respecting the time at which he flourished — 
the Rabbins; Grotius, Kalinsky, Kofod, Jahn, and "Wahl, placing him in the 
first years of Manasseh; Friedrich, Dc Wctte, Bertholdt, Justi, and Wolf, in 
the period of the exile; while Usher, Newcoinc, Eichhorn, Ilorne, "Winer, 
Maurer, and Ewald, are of opinion that he prophesied in the reign of 
Jchoiachin, about G08—G04 before Christ This last hypothesis seems best 
supported, since the Chaldeans are spoken of chap. i. 5, G, as being upon 
the point of invading Judah, but not as having actually entered it. The 
position of Rosenmiiller, that chap. i. was composed under Jehoiakim, chap, 
ii. under Jchoiachin, and chap. iii. under Zedckiah, is altogether gratuit¬ 
ous. The whole forms one prophecy, and does not admit of being thus dis¬ 
sected. 

The book embraces the wickedness of the Jews which demanded the inflic¬ 
tion of punishment, the infliction of this punishment by the Chaldeans, the 
destruction of the latter in their turn, and an ode composed by the prophet 
in anticipation of the consequent deliverance of his people. Its position im¬ 
mediately after Xahum is most appropriate, setting forth the judgments of 
God inflicted by and upon the Chaldeans, just as the latter treated of those 
to be inflicted upon the Assyrians. The two prophets take up separately 
what Isaiah had expatiated upon at large. 

In point of general style, Habakkuk is universally allowed to occupy a 
very distinguished place among the Hebrew prophets, and is surpassed by 
none of them in dignity and sublimity. Whatever he may occasionally have 
in common with previous writers, he works up in his own peculiar manner, 
and is evidently no servile copyist or imitator. Ilis figures are well chosen, 
and fully carried out His expressions are bold and animated ; his descrip¬ 
tions graphic and pointed. The parallelisms are for the most part regular 
and complete. The lyric ode contained in chap. iii. is justly esteemed one 
of the most splendid and magnificent within the whole compass of Hebrew 
poetry. See the introduction to that chapter. 

The words i. 9 truzy, ii. 6, and T^IFP.* H*, are P ccu ^ ar t° this 

prophet. 



CHAPTER I. 


The prophet commences by briefly, yet emphatically and pathetically, setting forth the 
cause of the Chaldean invasion, which was to form the burden of his prophecy—the 
great wickedness which abounded in the Jewish nation at the time he flourished, 2-4. 
He then introduces Jehovah summoning attention to that invasion as the awful punish* 
ment of such wickedness, 5; describes, in a very graphic manner, the appearance, char¬ 
acter, and operations of the invaders. G-ll; and then, by a sudden transition, expostu¬ 
lates with God, on account of the severity of the judgment, which threatened the anni¬ 
hilation of the Jewish people, 12-17. 


1 The Sentence, which Habakkuk the prophet saw. 

2 How long shall I cry, O Jehovah ! And thou hearest not ? 
How long shall I cry to thee of violence, and thou savest not ? 

3 Why dost thou permit me to see wickedness, 

And beholdest misery ? 


1. For the signification, of sru, see on 

Is. xiii. 1; and for the form pnpan, com¬ 
pare Jer. v. 30, xxiii. 14. 

■ 

2. The evils complained of in this and 

the two following verses, are, by many 
interpreters, considered to be those con¬ 
sequent upon the invasion of Judea by 
the Chaldeans. Such a construction, 
however, breaks up the symmetry of 
the connection, as marked by ver. 5, and 
leaves out of view the wickedness of the 
Jews as the cause of the calamity, con¬ 
trary to the universal custom of the He¬ 
brew prophets. They were the intestine 
broils, litigations, and acts of oppression, 
which sprang up in the kingdom of Ju¬ 
dah, after the death of the pious reformer 
Josiah, and had been long the subject of 
complaint on the part of Habakkuk. 
That such was the 6tate of things at that 
time is evident from Jer. xxii. 2, 13. 
The argument in favor of the contrary 
hypothesis, derived from the recurrence 
of the words OTirt, etc., and the 

T 1 V T 

phrase tas iw etc., in the following 
part of the chapter, with undoubted appli¬ 
cation to the Chaldeans, is of no weight, 
since they arc rather to be regarded ns 


inodes of expression familiar to the 
prophet, than indicative of identity of 
subject. The influence of n:K“*iy, how 
long, upon the Preterite and Future ten¬ 
ses in this verse, so modifies them as to 
give them the force of a present time, 
though the one includes what had taken 
place down to such time, and the other, 
the possibility of its being still carried 
forward into the future. Because CTSrt* 
violence , occurs without a preposition, 
Hitzig thinks it was what was done to 
the prophet himself; but it is better, -with 
Kimehi, to suppose an ellipsis of -.cya, 
or, to supply Vy, on account of, because 
of with the Targum. Comp. Job xix. 
7 ; Jer. xx. 8. ysri and p£T are syno- 
nymes, but the latter is the more expres¬ 
sive of the two. 

3. Some, regarding and trtaP 

as strictly parallel, understand the suffix 
*3 to be omitted in the latter verb, and 

v 

render: lV7iy dost thou cause me to see 

wickedness , and make me look upon 

wrong ? but tran, though the Iliphil 

conjugation, is never used in a causative 

sense. Besides, and not 

- • ■/ ( 

is the proper synonyme, corresponding to 
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Destruction and violence are before me ; 
Contention and strife exalt themselves. 

4 On this account the law faileth, 

And true judgment goeth not forth; 

Because the wicked circumvent the righteous, 
Therefore perverted judgment goeth forth. 


Between the two clauses, the 
prophet introduces Jehovah, with whom 
he expostulates, as an inactive spectator 
of the evil, because his providence did 
not interfere for its removal, and it was 
allowed, unavenged, to take its course. 
The expostulation thus gains in force, 
and scope is afforded for the striking 
contrast, ver. 5, in which the Most High 
is represented as interposing for the pun¬ 
ishment of the wicked, k'st has 

1 1 T 

been variously explained. The LXX., 
taking y\-rK for *;“nr, render it 6 Kpn 
Xap&avei ; which the Syriac explains, 

1 1 A, \ Q j-1 the judge taketh 
* 

a bribe. Abenezra translates thus; 

Gran ynici 3-n ■'jrtc, and 

1 ‘ m , , ■« * 

there are men of strife and contention 
t cho lift up their head. The structure of 
the sentence, however, obliges us to re¬ 
gard as parallel to so that it 
stands in the same relation to y.-n;, that 

the substantive verb does to 3 m n. The 

■ 

nouns in both cases arc nominatives to 
the verbs, and is here to be taken 

► T 

intransitively in the sense of exalting or 
raising one’s self up. Comp. Ps. lxxxix. 
10 ; Kos. xiii. 1 ; Nah. i. 5. Thus Dahl, 
combining the two nouns, XJnd Hader , 
und Gezank erheben sich ; and Perschke, 
Es gibt Streit , und Zwist erhebet sich. 
The language is descriptive of the prev¬ 
alence of a litigious spirit, in consequence 
of which no one was permitted quietly to 
possess or enjoy his rights. What was 
not seized upon by main force, was ob¬ 
tained by perversion of law, 

4. ’P - V?, therefore, on this account , 
refers not to the state of things set forth 
in the verse immediately preceding, but 
to Jehovah’s forbearing to punish, spoken 


of ver. 2. Of the law', which ought to 
have been maintained in all its vital en¬ 
ergy, it is said arcr, it chilleth, groweth 
frigid , languishcth, faileth ; by which is 
meant, that it w r as not enforced, but left, 
as it were, to grow stiff and torpid, from 
want of use. The words, rssA 

"7 T »*•» . 

may either be rendered, judgment, 
i. e., what is strictly and properly such, 
righteous judgment never goeth forth ; 
or, judgment goeth not forth according to 
truth ; ns:b, signifying to perpetuity, for 
ever , and, with a negative, never , like 
tVil'V t<V> and truly , according to truth . 

Comp, the Arab. s * ncei ' us f delis 

fuit; and the Eth. iKVh: purusy 

mundus fuit. The latter signification of 
the w r ord is that adopted by the Syr. 




and 


judgment goeth not forth in purity; and 
is approved by Sheltinga, Hesselberg, 
Wolf, Rosenmuller, De Wette, Winer, 
Gesenius, Lee, and Ewald, chiefly on 
the ground of wrong or 

pei'vcrted judgment , occurring, as a con¬ 
trasted formula, at the close of the verse. 
By the going forth of judgment is meant 
the publication of legal decisions delivered 
by a judge. In the time of the prophet, 
justice was utterly corrupted, in conse¬ 
quence of which there w’as no security 
either for person or property. -itiiGM, 
from nr3, to surround , is here used in a 

- v f 1 

had sense, to express the ensnaring of a 
person by fraud and artifice; it depicts 
the windings of intrigue, and is best 
rendered by circumvent. Thus Dathe: 
cum impius pium circumvenit. 
distorted, perverse^ torong t from the root 
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5 Look among the nations, and behold ! 

Be ye greatly astonished ; 

For I will perform a work in your days, 

Which ye will not believe, though it should be told you. 

6 For, behold! I will raise up the Chaldeans, 

That bitter and impetuous nation ; 

Which traverseth the wide regions of the earth, 

To seize upon habitations belonging not to it. 


Comp, the Syr. ^ c>V . ververtit . 

Arab. , const rinx it, distoi’tos hdbuit 

pedes ; distortio lingua in lo- 

quendo. LXX. uplfia Sieorpafipevov. 

5. By a sudden apostrophe Jehovah 
calls upon the Jews, in anticipation of 
the punishment which their sins deserved, 
and which should assuredly be inflicted 
upon them, to direct their attention to 
the events that were taking place among 
the surrounding nations. Nabopolassar 
had already destroyed the mighty empire 
of Assyria and founded the Chaldeo- 
Babylonian rule; he had made himself 
so formidable, that Necho found it ne¬ 
cessary to march an army against him, 
in order to check his progress ; and 
though defeated at Megiddo, he had, 
in conjunction with his son Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar, gained a complete victory over 
the Egyptians at Carchemish. These 
events were calculated to alarm the Jews, 
whose country lay between the domin¬ 
ions of the two contending powers ; but, 
accustomed as they were to confide in 
Egypt, and in the sacred localities of 
their own capital, Is. xxxi. 1; Jer. vii. 4, 
and being in alliance with the Chaldeans, 
they were indisposed to listen to, and 
treated with the utmost incredulity, any 
predictions which described their over¬ 
throw by that people. Such overthrow 
God claims as his work, though he might 
employ men as his instruments in effect¬ 
ing it. nNn and are frequently 

combined as here for the Bake of effect. 
The phrase among the nations, is 

translated by the LXX., ol KaTcuponjrdl, 


ye despisers, in which they are followed 
by the Syr. and Arab.; and this render¬ 
ing is adopted by Paul in his quotation of 
the verse, Acts xiiL 41. On the other 
hand, the Targ. RTsissn "Th, Aquila, 
Symm., Theod., and Vulg. aspicite in 
gentibus, which is sustained by all the 
Heb. MSS. that have been collated, ex¬ 
cept five of Kennicott’s, which have C'i >* 

■ 

nations, without the preposition. To ac¬ 
count for the rendering of the LXX., 
some are of opinion that instead of 
they must have read c-ab, C'na'z, or 

■ ■ i k 

id; others, with Pococke, in his Porta 

m 

Mosis, chap, iii., suggest a supposititious 
root, N 32 , the corresponding Arabic 

Ub, signifying, iryustus fuit , superbe , 

• * 

insolenter se gessit; most unjustifiably 
insisting on the preference of some such 
reading to that of the Hebrew text. 
With respect to the quotation, Acts xiii. 
41, it was obviously mode by the apostle 
on account of the exact similarity of the 
case of the Jews in his day, both as re¬ 
gards the destruction of Jerusalem by 
the Romans, and the incredulity of the 
nation in reference to that event. “ Pau- 
lus fideliter aceommodat in usum suum 
Prophets verba, quia sicuti scmel mina- 
tus fuerat Dens per prophet am suam 
Habacuc, ita etiara semper fuit sui rim- 
ilis.” Calvin, in loc. The double form, 

inttP sntoPn, is used for intensity. 

“ • 

ntepn is the Hithpael for snttPpr. 
Comp. r.ptwP^ Is xxix. 9, and 

my note on that verse. Before Vy b eub- 

aud. ■' 2 H. 

• 

6. Now follows a lengthened and fear¬ 
ful description of the character and op- 
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7 It is terrible and dreadful; 

Its judgment and its dignity are from itseLC 

8 Swifter than leopards are its horses, 

And lighter than evening wolves ; 

Its horses spread proudly along; 

Yea, its horse that come from afar: 

They fly like an eagle hastening to devour. 

9 It cometh entirely for violence ; 

The aspect of their faces is like the east wind; 
It colleeteth the captives as sand. 


erations of the instrument which Jehovah 
would employ in executing his work. 

which has unquestionably 
the force of the future, must be referred 
to the special raising up of the Chaldeans 
to undertake the expedition against Ju¬ 
dea, and not to their organization as a 
political power, since they had already 
been upwards of twenty years in posses¬ 
sion of such power under Nabopolassar. 
On this account, some prefer rendering 
the phrase, Behold! I will excite . For 
an account of this people, see on Is. xxiii. 
23. In Tttjm is a paronomasia. 
By -b. bitter , the fierce and cruel dis¬ 
position of the Chaldeans is expressed; 
comp. Jer. 1. 42; by rash, hasty, 

the rapidity or impetuosity of their op¬ 
erations. In the latter part of the verse, 
their widely extended conquests under 
Nebuchadnezzar are clearly predicted. 

7. rsr, the LXX. render \rjupa, 


Symm. S6ypa, Vulg. onus , Syr. 



vision. Targ. mu, decree or sentence, all 
deriving it from s'r3, in the sense, of 
Nr:, to lift up, or utter anything 
with the voice , and regarding it as equiv¬ 
alent to N‘r>3, from the same root. The 

i - 

signification decree, though approved by 
Hesselberg, De Wette, Winer, and Ge- 
senius, is less appropriate than that of 
dignity , which is that of our common ver¬ 
sion, and is adopted by Hitzig, Maurer, 
and Ewald. Comp. Gen. xlix. 3 ; Job 
xiii. 11; Pe. lxii. 5. rsr nowhere occurs 

0 ■ t 

in reference to a judicial decree. What 



the prophet has in view appears to be 
the self-assumed political superiority of 
the Chaldeans in the Babylonian empire. 
A 9 they had raised themselves to this 
dignity, so they would permit none to 
share in their counsels and determina¬ 
tions, but would act in the most arbitrary 
manner. 

8. Frequent reference is made in Scrip¬ 
ture to the “ evening wolves,” on account 
of the sudden ravages which, in the 
keenness of their hunger, they commit 
on the flocks at that time of the day. 
See Gen. xlix. 27 ; Jer. v, 6 ; Zeph. iii. 
3 ; and comp. Virgil’s Georg, iii. 537, iv. 
431 ; and the JEneid, ii. 355, ix. 59. 
The LXX. render improperly, \vkovs t?)$ 
’A pa&ias. rE, from the root having 


here the signification of the Arab. 





superbivit, gloriatus fuit, describes the 
proud and spirited mien of the horses 
composing the Chaldean cavalry. Comp, 
the inimitable description of the Arabian 
war-horse, Job xxxix, 19-24. The mean¬ 
ing of the two last lines of the verse is, 
that the eagerness of the cavalry to 
plunder the Jews should be so great, that 
they would make no account of the fa¬ 
tigue occasioned by the length of their 
march. 

9, 10. is the less correct ortho- 

9 m 

graphy of which occurs several times 
in the course of the Hebrew Bible. The 
affix refers to •'*'}, ver. 6. So great was 
to be the invading army, that it would 
seem as if it were composed of the entire 
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10 It maketh a mockery of kings, 
And princes are a laughter to it; 
It smileth at every fortress ; 

It heapeth up earth and taketh it. 

11 Then it gaineth fresh spirit; 


nation. Considerable difficulty has been 
experienced in the interpretation of the 
words, nwnp Crr:3 By the 

LXX. the Acy. is rendered 

iv^cr-ffKoras \ by Symm, irpiaotyis ; by 

the Syr. |ol^» aspect ; by the Targ. 

Vapto, front , what is opposite to any¬ 
thing. The Vulg. omits the word al¬ 
together, obviously on the principle of 
its being sufficiently expressed by facies 
immediately following. With these Aben- 
ezra and Kimchi agree; and thus also 
generally, Munster, Vatablus, Pagninus, 
Castalio, Calvin and others. On the 
other hand, Gesenius derives the word 
from the supposititious root EK3, Arab. 

? to congregate, heap up, and renders 

it host, troop; but, as Lee observes, the 
host of their faces is anything but He¬ 
brew phraseology. Hosenmiiller, Lee, 
Maurer, Hitzig, and Ewald, derive it 
from the same root in the significations, 
impetus, desire, a striving after; Ger. stre - 
ben ; while our own, and some other mod¬ 
em translators, adopt the idea of absorp¬ 
tion, supping up. etc. from the signification, 
of sm, Considering the marked 

and independent coincidence of the an¬ 
cient versions above quoted, borne out, 

as they are, by the Arab. adparuit; 

quod de re quavis extrinsicus apparet; 
corpus rei , seu res individua existans et 
conspicva, I cannot but regard aspect or 
appearance as the term best adapted to 
convey the meaning of the prophet. 

in every other passage in which 
it occurs, ha9 the signification of east¬ 
ward , and it is taken in this acceptation 
by Abarbanel, Parkhurst, Dahl, Wolff, 
and Hitzig, who explain it either of the 
direction in which the Chaldeans would 


return home with their booty, or of their 
first coming down along the coast of the 
Mediterranean, and then turning direct 
east upon the Jews. Both constructions 
are forced. Gesenius renders forwards, 
and gives the whole sentence thus : the 
host of their faces is forwards . Here 
again I prefer the rendering of Symm. 
&v€pos uavaoiv ; the Targ. n*“p nn-r 
r;5S‘.“p, the Vulg. ventus wrens , which, 
or east wind, its equivalent, is the render¬ 
ing of many’ of the modems. It is true, 
that the east wind is elsewhere uniformly 
expressed by without the n ; but 

this letter seems clearly to be here used 
paragogically, just as it is in nza:, r,V'\ 
niiEX, the primitive forms of whieh are 
233 , V*V- In some instances, in- 

I ^ * • ■ »•* , -* 

deed, it is the n directive, indicating 
motion towards the quarter specified, 
but in others it has lost all such power. 
For the east wind, or samoom, see on 
Is. xxvii. 8. Nothing could more ap¬ 
propriately describe the terrific appear¬ 
ance of the destructive Chaldean army, 
than this phenomenon, which occasions 
awful devastation in the regions over 
which it passes. The collecting of the 
captives like sand , which the pTophet im¬ 
mediately adds, corroborates the opinion 
that the samoom is intended, as it is fre¬ 
quently accompanied with whirlwinds 
of sand, which is collected and carried 
with great rapidity across the desert. 
The 10th verse sets forth the haughty, 
fearless, and irresistible character of the 
Chaldeans. The last clause of the verse 
describes the throwing up of walls or bat¬ 
teries before fortified eities, from which 
to attack them. “Ey seldom signifies 
fine dust; it is more commonly used of 
earth generally, including clnv, mire, etc. 

11. ts, t 6 t e, usually, rendered then, 
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It passeth onward, and contracteth guilt, [saying,] 
Is this his power through his God ? 

12 Art not Thou from eternity, 

O Jehovah ! my God, my Holy One ? 

We shall not die : 

O Jehovah ! thou hast appointed it for judgment. 
O Rock ! thou hast ordained it for correction. 

13 Thou art of purer eyes than to regard evil; 

Thou caust not behold injustice. 

Why dost thou behold the plunderers ? 

Why art thou silent when the wicked destroyeth 
Him that is more righteous than he? 


14 And makest men as the fishes 

has here the force of thereupon , marking 
the transition from what had just been 
described to what immediately follows, 
and their intimate connection with each 
other, na-i is the accusative to aVn, 

- - T 

•which denoting to succeed , exchange , 
change , renew , etc., the phrase means, 
to assume, or gain a fresh accession of 
courage or military spirit. For this sig¬ 
nification of tin, comp. Josh. ii. 11, v. 1. 
Elated by the fortresses they had taken, 
and the victories they had won in heathen 
countries, the Chaldeans are represented 
as passing onwards into Judea; and 
treating with contempt the puny resist¬ 
ance made to them by the Jews, asking 
sarcastically, u Is this all your boasted 
power conceded to you by the God in 
whom you confide ? ** Comp. Is. x. 10, 
11 , xxxvi. ID, 20; Ps. lxxix. 10, cxv. 
2. The aggravated guilt which they 
contracted (cris) lay in their vilifying 
Jehovah, by speaking of him as incapa¬ 
ble of protecting his people. This simple 
construction of the verse at once frees it 
from the numerous difficulties with which 
it has been clogged by interpreters, and 
gives peculiar force to the interrogatory 
appeal in that which follows. The ellip¬ 
sis of - rsV is of frequent occurrence in 
Hebrew. The absence of the interroga¬ 
tive - is more seldom ; but comp. Gen. 
xxvii. 24, nT nPH for nr r.rw ; 2 Sam, 

V ' * V 1 | - 

vii. 19, pst, this is> for pk-Trt, is this ; 


of the sea, 

and xvi. 17, tjy*?“PS PT» “ This 

is thy kindness to thy friend," for, Is 
this t etc. 

12. The contemptuous manner in 
which the enemy had treated the Most 
High calls forth an impassioned appeal 
from the prophet, in which he vindicates 
the eternal existence and purity of Je¬ 
hovah. as that God who had formerly 
wrought deliverance for his people, and 
who was now employing the Chaldeans, 
not for their annihilation, but only for 
their punishment and correction. Since 
pry, Rock y is elsewhere used metaphori¬ 
cally of God, I have retained it in the 
translation. See on Is. xxvi. 4. It is 
here parallel to nrr,*. The Tikkun Soph- 
crim pdcpi tfV is unsupported by any au¬ 
thority. 

13. Habakkuk resumes the cxpostula- 
tory mode of address which he had em¬ 
ployed, verses 2, 3. The Donate, plun¬ 
derers , were the Chaldeans who had been 
the allies of the Jews, but now treated 
them with violence. Comp. Is. xxi. 2, 
and xxiv. 16. The LXX., Syr., and 
Arab., have nothing corresponding to 

but it is expressed in Aquil., Sym., 
Theod., the Targ., and Vulg. Wicked 
as the Jews were, they were righteous in 
comparison of the Babylonians. Comp, 
for the sentiment, Ezek. xvi. 51, 52. 

14. God is often said to do what he 
permits to be done by others, tettn is 
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As the reptiles which have no ruler ? 

15 It bringeth up all with its hook, 

It gatkereth them into its net, 

It colleeteth them into its drag; 

Therefore it rejoiceth and exultcth. 

16 Therefore it sacrifieeth to its net, 

And burneth incense to its drag; 

Because through them its portion is fat, 

And its food fattened meat. 

17 Is it for this it emptieth its net, 

And spareth not to slay the nations continually ? 


used of aquatic animals, such as crabs 
and other shell-fish, Ps. civ. 25, a sense 
which the parallelism and connection 
here require. 

15-17. riVs is allowed by all to be 
here the accusative, though it was, in 
the same position, the nominative, ver. 9. 
Converting the simile employed in the 
preceding verse into a metaphor, the 
prophet describes the rapacity of the 
Chaldeans, the indiscriminate and uni¬ 
versal havoc which they would effect, 
and their proud confidence in their own 
prowess. riVi'n, an unusual punctuation 

for The hook, the net, and the 

. ■ 1 * w 

1 -Bi r 

drag, are separately mentioned, to indi¬ 
cate that every means would be em¬ 
ployed in taking captives, and whatever 


else came in their way. To their arms, 
signified by these implements of fishers, 
they rendered divine honors, ascribing to 
them solely the success which they had 
ki war. Comp. Justin. 43. 3. ** Ab 

origine rerum pro diis immortalibus ve- 
teras coluere.” Lucian in Trag. 

&Kti/ady 3 vov(ti. By the emptying of 
the net, ver. 17, is meant the depositing 
of the captives, etc., in Babylon, in order 
to go forth to fresh conquest and plunder. 
It is strongly implied in the questions 
with which the chapter concludes, that 
God would not permit the Chaldeans to 
proceed in their selfish conquests without 
a cheek, but the answer is reserved for 
the sequel. 


CHAPTER II. 


This chapter contains an introductory statement respecting the woiting posture in which 
the prophet placed himself, in order to obtain a divine revelation in reference to the fate 
of his people and of the Chaldeans, their oppressors, 1; a command which he received to 
commit legibly to writing the revelation which was about to be made to him. 2; an assur¬ 
ance, that though the prophecy should not be fulfilled immediately, yet it would cer¬ 
tainly be at length accomplished, 3; and a contrasted description of the two different 
classes of the Jews to whom it was to be communicated, 4. The insolence of the Chal¬ 
deans, and their insatiable lust of conquest, are next set forth, 5; on which the proper 
. sentence, or prophetical denunciation, commences, in the form of a taunt on the 
part of the nations, in which they anticipate the downfall of that hostile power. 6-8; and 
the punishment of its rapacity, 9-11; of its cruelty and injustice, with a special view to 
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the universal spread of true religion, 12-14; of its wanton and sanguinary wars, 15-17, 
and of its absurd and fruitless idolatry, 18,19. The last verse of the chapter beautifully 
contrasts with the two preceding, by representing Jehovah as the only God, entitled to 
universal submission and homage. 


1 I will stand upon my watch-post, 

And station myself upon the fortress, 

And will look out to see what he will say to me, 
And what I shall reply in regard to my argument. 


1. j- 73 properly signifies observance, 
* ■ • 1 

guard, watch, from to watch, observe, 

preserve, etc., but here, as a concrete, 

the place, or post of observation. Comp. 

Is. xxi. 8, where it is similarly used, 

with t for its parallel. Thus the Syr. 
V 

■l-aAt'C'V m y place. From the use of 

in the corresponding hemistich, it 
is obvious that the post of a sentinel 
or watchman appointed to keep an eye 
upon what may transpire without a for¬ 
tified citv, is that from which the idea 

m " 

is here borrowed. It has been ques¬ 
tioned whether our prophet has any real 
locality in view, or whether the words 
are to be understood metaphorically. 
The former is advocated by llitzig, who 
after describing it as a high and steep 
point, such as a tower, and comparing 
2 Kings ix. 17, 2 Sam. xviii. 24, says 
“ Here, in a solitary position, far from 
the bustle and noise of men, with his 
eye directed towards heaven, and his col¬ 
lected spirit fixed upon God, he looks 
out for revelations.’' With the excep¬ 
tion, however, of Wolff, who preceded 
him, the hypothesis has met with no ap¬ 
probation. All that the passage seems 
to teach is, that Habakkuk, anxious 
to ascertain the Divine purpose relative 
to the enemies of his people, brought 
his mind into such a state of holy ex¬ 
pectancy as was favorable to the reception 
of supernatural communications. 
to look about , from which ns -,x, a spec- 
ulator, watchman, is derived, as likewise 
a watch-tower , is employed, as 


here in Fiel, to express the looking out 
for an answer to prayer, Ps. v. 4. The 
paragogic n of the Futures, marks the 
intensity of his desire. The formula 
3 *3“, which the Syr. and Targ. render 

■ Vn . "tv in the 

■ 

sense of speaking or conversing with a 
person, the LXX. give by XaKfaci iv 
4fio\, “ will speak in me.” That the 
preposition 3 is here purposely used, in 
preference to Vs, V, cs, or rs, to denote 

V ", • _ •* 

the internal mode of the Divine com¬ 
munication which the prophet received, 
has been maintained by some who com¬ 
pare -3—n■* “ the Spirit of 

Jehovah spake in me,” 2 Sam. xxiii. 2 ; 
Num. xii. 6, and particularly Zech. i. 9, 
13, 14, ii. 2, 7, iv. 1, 4, 5, v. 5, 10, vi. 
4, where the interpreting angel that ad¬ 
dressed him in vision is uniformly styled 
“2 -2-r TiciV^r, the Angel that spake in 
me, which the LXX. as uniformly ren¬ 
der 6 \a\wr iv tpoi. This view was an¬ 
ciently expressed by Jerome, who says, 
“ Sed et hoe notandum, ex eo quod dix- 
erat, ut videum quid loquntur in me, 
prophcticam visioncm ct cloquium Dei 
non extrinsicus ad Prophetas fieri, sed 
intrinsicus et intcriori homini respon- 
dcre.” The same construction is put 
upon the phrase by Delitzsch, in his 
able commentary on our prophet. But 
it seems after all more than doubtful 
whether any such construction can fairly 
be put upon the phrase in most of the 
passages in which it occurs. In 2 Sam. 
xxxiii. 2, it may be admitted, though 
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2 And Jehovah answered me and said : 

Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, 
That he who readcth it may run. 


through or by will equally well suit. 
The other declarations made Num. xii. 
6, show that it cannot there be so un¬ 
derstood, while what Moses states, taken 
in connection with 1 Samuel xxv. 39, 
and the passages in Zechariah, goes to 
prove that if any stress at all is to be 
laid upon the preposition, it must be 
regarded as conveying the idea of fa¬ 
miliar or intimate communication. In 

■'Pn:-ip, the suffix is not to be taken pas- 

■ 

sivelv, but actively; i. e. the ar¬ 

gument, complaint , reproof ’, or in what 
way soever the word may be rendered, 
was not any employed by others, but 
what the prophet himself hath employed 
in the preceding chapter. What he was 
desirous of obtaining, was an answer to 
the statement which he had there made 
respecting the Divine conduct in permit¬ 
ting the Chaldeans to multiply their con¬ 
quests without end. Maurer : “ causa 
querimonia? mete.” 

2. *,nn, the vision, or prophetic matter 
which was about to be communicated to 
the prophet. That the idea of digging , 
boring, or graving, is to be attached to 
“iS3»the position of the verb in such con¬ 
nection clearly forbids. Had the cha¬ 
racter of the writing been durability, 
such an idea might fitly have been ex¬ 
pressed by a w r ord signifying to grave or 
dig deep, into a hard substance, but as it 
is unquestionably legibility that is in¬ 
tended, we are compelled to understand 

the verb as relative to 2P3, and that 

* 

either as a new Imperative, or as an ad¬ 
verbial Infinitive qualifying it. In the 
latter case the clause should be rendered, 
Write the vision, and that clearly. Thus 
the LXX. ; T patyov Spacrtr, *al cravats. 
TheTarg. has kps?cd Ka*r»r, 

with which the Syr. so far agrees, ren- 

<fN 7 

dering the verb by . a. «=>. to explain. 
Comp.—3t:'n 3S3—pans*., write — 

A ■* «■ n * t ^ T ■ 


very plainly, Deut. xxvii. 8. The com¬ 
mand therefore, has respect to the size, 
and not to the depth of the writing. 

tables, having the article, Ewald 
thinks the prophet refers to the tables 
which were openly exhibited in the mar¬ 
ket-place, on which public announce¬ 
ments were graven in large and clear 
characters, in common use among the 
people. The article, however, may only 
designate the tables which were to be 
employed for the purpose. It may 
merely indicate these as definite in the 
mind of the speaker. This is often the 
ease in Hebrew, when it cannot be ren¬ 
dered by the definite article in other lan¬ 
guages. For the writing tablets of the 
ancients, see on Is. viii. 1. The LXX. 
have TTv^iov, boxwood. The reason why 
the prophecy should be easily legible, is 
stated to be, that whosoever read it might 
run and publish it to all within his reach. 
It was a joyful message to the Jews, in¬ 
volving as it did the destruction of their 
oppressor, and their own consequent de¬ 
liverance. Compare Dan. xii. 4, 
nyrirt r:2“im C'Sn, “Many shall min 
to and fro," viz. w'ith the explanation 
of the prophecy when unsealed, “ and 
knowledge shall be increased.” The two 
passages are remarkably parallel as to 
their general meaning, though the times 
and events to which they refer are to¬ 
tally different. Comp, also Rev. xxii. 
17, Kal A attovatv eiTrare* >, Epxou ! f 3“i» 
to run, is equivalent to K 2 3, to prophesy, 
Jer. xxiii. 21, obviously on the principle 
that those who were charged with a 
divine message were to use all despatch 
in making it known. The common in¬ 
terpretation, indeed, represents the mean¬ 
ing to consist in the writing being so 
large as to be easily read even by persons 
who were hasting past it. But in or¬ 
der to bear this construction, the words 
must read thus: ynn “3 B*!?’’. 
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3 For the vision is still for an appointed time, 
But it shall speak at the end, and not lie; 
Though it should delay, wait for it, 

For it will surely come, and not tarry. 


that the winner, or, he that runneth, may 
read it . Besides, such an addition would 
scarcely be requisite after nS3, and cer¬ 
tainly would not correspond to the force 
of vjzb , in order that, with which the 
hemistich commences. 

3. The particles *' 3 , and % in ns’i, 
are correlative. -,yi from ny*, to fix , 

«■ ** t ^ 

appoint, denotes, in such connection, a 
season or period of time definitely fixed 
in the purpose of God for the occurrence 
of the predicted events. It is frequently 
employed by Daniel in this acceptation, 
along with yp, the end, or termination 
of the state of the things comprehended in 
the prophecy. Comp. Dan. viii. 17, 19, 
xi. 27, 35 ; and somewhat similar phra¬ 
seology, chap. viii. 26, x. 14. The term 
obviously implies that the period was 
still future, which is also expressed by 
the use of -riy, still, yet. This adverb 
is too closely connected in sense with 
to admit of the rendering of Mi- 
chaelis : “There will still come a vision, 
which shall determine the time ;” which 
he refers to Jeremiah’s prophecy of the 
seventy years, ns* has been variously 

O 4T- 

translated. LXX. AvareAct; Syr. 

to come; Vulg. apparebit; Targ. Iprtt, 
prepared. As, like its cognates and 
n£2, the root n?.S, of which r.S* is the 
future in Hiphil, signifies to breathe, 
bloic, puff, Miehaelia, Bauer, Staudlin, 
De Wette, Ilesselberg, Maurer, Winer, 
Ilitzig, Ewald, and Hengstenberg, in his 
Psalms, vol. i. p. 255, contend, that it is 
here to be taken in the acceptation of 
panting, hasting, eagerly moving forward 
to an object, and that the meaning is, 
that the prophecy hastened to its accom¬ 
plishment. Such construction, however, 
requires us to attach to yj? the idea of 
the object or objects on which a pro¬ 
phecy terminates, the end or extreme 


point beyond which its import docs not 

extend. But the word nowhere occurs 

in this acceptation, but, as Delitzsch has 

shown, it always designates, in a pro- 

phetico-chronological sense, the time of 

the end, whatever may be the compass 

of events to which reference mav be had. 

¥ 

Besides, yy *5 and ly*!^ are so obviously 
parallel, that they do not admit of being 
differently construed. ypV here, is only 
an abbreviation of the phrase yjj—ryV, 
Dan. viii. 17, of which we have again a 

varied form in yP is-'kV, ver. 19. I 

■ 

therefore agree with Abarbanel, Jarehi, 
Kimchi, Yatablus, Calvin, Cocccius, Ro- 
senmuller, Wolff, and Delitzsch, in as¬ 
signing to nE" in this place the accepta- 

« ■ 11 ▼ 

tion of speaking, breathing out words, in 
which acceptation the verb is used Prov. 
xii. 17, xiv. 5, 25, xix. 5, 9. This inter¬ 
pretation derives support from the anti¬ 
thetical 3-7 3' sVi, in which the idea of 

■ ■ * ■ » 

* ■ 

speaking is obviously implied. The 
meaning of the verse will accordingly 
be, that though the destruction of the 
Chaldean power, about to be predicted, 
was not to take place immediately, yet 
it was definitely fixed in the Divine 
counsel, and would infallibly happen at 
the termination of the period appointed 
for the exercise of its oppression, and for 
the deliverance of the captive Hebrews; 
it was to be an object of confident ex¬ 
pectation, though his arrival might be 
somewhat protracted. For 

see on l9. xxix. 9. tci, is emphatic, 
denoting the certainty of the event, 
“in6*i signifies to stay long, and intimates 
that the predicted event would not be 
protracted to any great length. Instead 
of ins* nV, upwards of forty of Iven- 
nicott and De Rossi’s MSS., four ancient 
editions, the LXX., Aquil., Syr., Targ., 
and Vulg., read 



296 


HAB AKKTJK. 


Chap. II. 


4 Behold the proud ! his soul is not right within him; 
But the righteous shall live by his faith. 


4. Most interpreters apply the former 
hemistich of this verse to the Chaldeans, 
supposing the denunciation against them 
to begin here ; but its coherence with 
the preceding verse is too close to admit 
of this construction, while the latter 
hemistich, were such application admit¬ 
ted, would awkwardly interrupt the 
prophecy at its very commencement. 
On the other hand, the whole verse 
most naturally and appropriately applies 
to the Jewish people, and contains a des¬ 
cription of those who would proudly re¬ 
ject the prophetic vision, and of those 
who would give it a cordial reception: 
the two members forming a marked and 

striking antithesis. Ve*i of which nVss 
. , T . T - \ 
may either be the third feminine singular 

of Pual, or a noun formed from that 
part of the verb, occurs elsewhere only 
in Hiphil, Num. xiv. 44; but it is evi¬ 
dent, from the use of the derivative Ve V, 

9 mm 

as denoting a swelling, tumor , mount , 
hill, etc., and the comparison of the con¬ 
text of both passages, that it is employed 
metaphorically to express the idea of 
mental inflation , elation , pride, presump¬ 
tion, or the like. Such Hebrew usage sup¬ 
ports the relation of the verb to the Arab. 

Jj2X tumore labor avit, rather than to 

JUx, neglexit vel omisit rem, per so- 

cordiam non cur avit, for which Pococke 
contends at great length in his Porta 
Mosis ; though the rendering of the 
LXX. xnroaTtl\rtrai, and that of Aquila, 
v6pevov, may both be referred to 
the radical notion conveyed by this root. 
Its reference to Veh. to set , become dark 
as proposed by Abarbanel, and approved 
by Deutsch and "Wolff, cannot be sus¬ 
tained. Nor must it be overlooked, that 
though the following words, 
na “'“aESi are not to be regarded as epoxe- 
getical of the term in question, they 
nevertheless appear to have been sug¬ 
gested by it. nri 1 ' signifies not only to 
be straight or right t in opposition to being 


crooked , but also, even, level, plain, smooth, 
in opposition to what is rough , rugged , 
and diflicult. See 1 Kings vi. 35; Ezra 
viii. 21 ; Ps. v. 9 ; Prov. xxiii. 31, where 

r>nn*' means, gocth sweetly or 

■ i ... »■ — » # ** 

% ■ 

pleasantly down, or as Jerome gives it, 
ingreditur blande ; De Dieu, subit facil- 


lime. Com. the Arab. ^.w-S 5 facilisfuit 


res; facilitas, lenitas. Of the reading 
nEViy, found in one of Kennicott’s MSS., 
or teV?, as it is written in another, no 
account is to be made, though in his 
Dissert. Gen. § 72, that author prefers 
it to that which is attested by all the 


other codices. 


The Syr. 



wicked¬ 


ness, is founded upon a mistake of nVsy 
for r,b '. 5 . nVs? I consider to be an ab- 

T-, - i : \ 

stract noun, used elliptically for 
P.VE3P, a man of arrogance or presumption, 
andi so to be rendered adjectivcly, the 
proud, presumptuous, etc. For instances 
of similar ellipsis, comp. nVE n "as, I am 
prayer, for *':s, I am a man 

of prayer, Ps. cix. 4 ; ” ■ ~ t , arrogance , 
for *j * ™T •s's, man of arrogance, i. e. ar¬ 
rogant, Jer. J. 31, 32 ; Dan. ix. 23. 
rnN thou art delights, for r*'S 

nr*?* P*i*i)2P, thou art a man of delights, 

V - \ *T ( 

i. e. greatly beloved, as it is expressed in 
full, chap. x. 11, 19. See on Micah vi. 
9. The term is thus strictly antithetical 
to p-rs, the just, in the following hem¬ 
istich, precisely os the predicate rvw“— 
is irE:, his soul is not right within him, 
is to p-rr -’r: ;ks3, by his faith he shall 

live. With respect to this latter point of 
antithesis, it must be evident, that, as 
rrn, the latter predicate, signifies not 
merely to live, but to live well, be happy , 
the former must convey the idea of its 
opposite. This was clearly perceived by 
Luther, who often discovers a wonderful 
Bagacity in seizing upon the meaning of 
a passage, though in his translation he 
may not adhere to the strict significations 
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5 Moreover wine is treacherous; 

of single words. He renders the words 
thus : Siehe wer halsstarrig ist, der 
rcird keine Ruhc in seinem Herzen haben. 
4 ‘ Behold he who is stubborn shall have 
no tranquillity in his heart." So also 
Gcsenius : ** Lo, the lofty-minded, his 
soul is not tranquil within him." Mau¬ 
rer : “Non planus, com plan at us, com- 
positus, tranquillus, etc., est animus 
ejus." To this interpretation I adhere, 
as best meeting the exigency of the pas¬ 
sage. While those Jews who, elated 
by false views of security, refused to 
listen to the Divine message should 
have their security disturbed, and their 
minds agitated by the calamities with 
which they would be visited, such as 
lived righteously before God and men, 
should experience true happiness in the 
exercise of faith in that message, and 
others which God might communicate to 
them by his prophets. Thus a Lapide : 
“ Incredulus habet animam, id est vitam, 
non rectam, sed distortam, anxiam, mis- 
eram, et infelicem; justus autcm in fide et 
spc sua agit vitam rectam, puta lactam, 
quictam, sanctam ct felicem." 73 , in, or 
icithin him, is added to show that the verb 
nr* is not to be taken here as referring to 
anything of an objective character, such 
as the Divine estimation, agreeably to 

the meaning of the phrase *:*>■: nri^ 

■ 

rvin*, to be right in the sight of Jehovah, 
but must be understood as marking the 
subjective sphere of the predicate. For 
the fullest view* of the various construc¬ 
tions, both logical and philological, that 
have been put upon this verse, I refer the 
more curious reader to Delitzseh. From 
the discrepancy existing between the He¬ 
brew, and the version of the LXX., some 
have argued a corruption of the former, 
and have proposed emendations; but the 
difference has arisen either from a desire 
on the part of these translators to render 
the sense plainer, or from their mistaking 
one letter for another that is similar. 
They render, 4av {nro<TTfi\.r)Tai ouk tbboKci 
7 ] ipvx'fl fiou 4v aim?. 6 6 h BIkouos 4 k irt\<r- 


r fiov (r)crcTai. To such rendering, its 
quotation by Paul in Heb. x. 38, gives no 
sanction, since he not unfrequently quotes 
passages from that version containing ren¬ 
derings to which there never could have 
been anything corresponding in the He¬ 
brew text. In the present instance he 
takes a liberty with the version itself, 
placing the latter part of the verse first, 
and the former last, and omitting fiou 
after tt'uttis. Nor, it must further be ob¬ 
served, is it his intention either here, or 
in Rom. i. 17, and Gal. iii. 11, in em¬ 
ploying the words, 6 Binatos 4 k trlcTews 
tfiofrai, to maintain, that the doctrine 
of justification by faith in Christ is 
taught by Ilabakkuk ; he merely applies 
the principle laid down by the prophet 
respecting the instrumentality of faith in 
securing the safety and happiness of the 
pious portion of the Jewish people to the 
subject of which he is treating — the in¬ 
fluence of faith in the gospel scheme of 
salvation. As p*nx is the nominative 
absolute, : ,r: cannot be connected 

■ ■■■ rl 
1 * ■ 

with it, except in regard to the pronom¬ 
inal reference, but must be joined with 

r:*r.% as for the righteous, he shall live 
1 

by his faith. From the circumstance, 
however, that the two former words are, 
in most MSS. and editions, joined by the 
accents Merca and Tiphea, while the lat¬ 
ter, as a disjunctive, separates the second 
from the third, it might seem that the 
Rabbins construed the clause thus: but 
the just by his faith, shall live. And this 
construction would seem to confirm the 
hypothesis that in his quotation, Rom. i. 
17, Gal. iii. 11, the Apostle connects 4k 
irurrec»>r with <5 Sifcatoy, and not with £^<re- 
rai ; but as quoted by him, Heb. x. 38, 
the former division of the words alone 
6uits the connection, in which his object 
evidently is to show the necessity of faith 
as a means of perseverance under all the 
afflictions and persecutions of the Chris¬ 
tian life. See Owen on the passage. 

5. The two first lines of this verse 
partake of the nature of a proverb, being 

38 
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The haughty man stayeth not at home, 

Because he enlargeth his desire as Sheol ; 

He is even as death, and cannot be satisfied ; 
lie gathered for himself all the nations, 

And collecteth for himself all the people, 

6 Shall not all these utter an ode against him, 

A song of derisive taunt against him, and say: 
Wo to him that inereaseth that which is not his! 
How long ? 

And ladeth himself with many pledges 1 


expressed in a short and pithy manner, 
and admitting of general application. It 
is, however, obvious from the connection, 
with what follows, that they are intro¬ 
duced with special reference to the Chal¬ 
dean power, the nefarious conduct of 
which the prophet immediately proceeds 
to describe. The phrase van, 
is a deceiver , has its parallel, Prov. xxx. 
1, V' !, n yV, wine is amocker. •pn 1 ' occurs 
only here, and Prov. xxi. 24, where, from 
its connection with it, proud , as its syn- 
onyme, it clearly signifies elated , haughty , 
LXX. aAa^oij'. Chald. as used 

by the Rabbins, superbivit. See Buxt. 
in voc . Thus also in the Nazaraean Syr. 

Ethpa. superbivit. There is, there¬ 
fore, no necessity for recurring to the 
Arab., the attempted derivations from 
which are very precarious. The intro¬ 
ductory particles '2 qx* L are designed 

® * 

to connect the proper prophecy with 
what had just been developed of the 
vision, as that which formed the most 
important part of it. qs is expressive 
of addition, and -c of certainty. That 
the prophet has his eye upon the intem¬ 
perance to which the Babylonians were 
greatly addicted, there can be little doubt. 
Comp. Dan. v.; with Herod, i. 191; 
Xenoph. Cyrop. vii. 5, 15. “ Babylonii 

maxime in vinum et quae ebrietatem 
sequuntur effusi sunt.” Curtius, v. 1. 
How strikingly was the deceptive cha¬ 
racter of wine exemplified in the case of 
Belshazzar! nn:, primarily signifies to 
dwell t remain at rest , which signification 


better suits the present passage than the 
secondary one of being decorous , proper , 
etc., adopted by the Vulg , Ewald, and 
some others. Still it is a question, w hether 
the not remaining tranquil is to be viewed 
as a voluntary or as an involuntary act. 
The Targ., Rashi, Kimchi, Ben-Melec, 
De Wette, Justi, Maurer, and Dclitzsch, 
refer it to the forcible ejection for the 
Babylonians : Abenczra, Abarbancl, Ro- 
scnmuller, "Wolff, "Wahl, Gesenius, and 
Hitzig, to their restless disposition, by 
which they were continually impelled to 
go forth upon new expeditions of con¬ 
quest. The latter seems, from what 
follows, to be the preferable interpreta¬ 
tion. For h-R'is 2'mn, see on Is. 

. ~ ; • * : ■ 

v. 14, and comp. Prov. xxvii. 20, xxx 15. 
The insatiable desire of conquest, which 
specially showed itself in the reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar, is here forcibly pre¬ 
dicted. evan—Vn and must 

. - f - - V V 

be restricted to all the nations with which 
the Jews were familiar. 

6 . Comp. Is. xiv. 4, and see my notes 
on Vi'tt as there occurring. oc- 

t T f • ; 

curs only here, and Prov. i. G, in which 
verse also all the three synonymcs 
Vcw, nic-Vtt, and are found. It 

fl T > ; T • 

properly signifies derision , taunt, scorn , 
from “pV, to stammer , speak barbarously 
or unintelligibly ; hence to mock, deride ; 
and thus the substantive obtained the 
acceptation, taunt , taunting song . LXX. 
ffKOTtivhr \6yoy. In the later Hebrew 
the word is used to denote poetry in gen¬ 
eral* means oratio inflexa, per - 
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*? Shall not they rise up suddenly that have lent thee on usury ? 
And awake that shall shake thee violently ? 

And thou shalt become their prey. 

8 Because thou hast plundered many nations, 


plexa , a?i enigma, highly figurative and 
difficult language, requiring acuteness 
and ingenuity fully to understand it. 

Comp, the Arab, ^ stipcra- 

vit negotii dijficultatem. Delitzsch not 

unaptly instances the words V'UZiV, vcr. 

■ 

6, vcr. 7, and y.-jvp, vcr. 16, 

as eniginata of this description. The 
derisive ode or song commences imme¬ 
diately, and occupies the rest of the 
chapter. It consists of five stanzas, the 
three first of which are composed of 
three verses each, the fourth of four 
verses, and the last of two. Each stanza 
has its distinct and appropriate subject; 
and with the exception of the last, they 
all commence with "in, too, the denuncia¬ 
tive interjection ; and have each a verse 
at the close, beginning with ; thus 
forming an organic whole of singular force 
and beauty. is to be taken im¬ 

personally or collectively. U'tsns has 
been variously interpreted. Several of 
the Rabbins, the Syr., Vulg., and after 
them Luther, and other translators, take 
it to be compounded of ny , dense , and 
clay , which ten of Kennicotl’s MSS. 
read as two words, and most commenta¬ 
tors who follow them suppose riches or 
earthly goods to be meant: but it is more 
in accordance with the grammatical form 
of the word to regard it as a quadriliteral 
noun, from the root u^y, to exchange , 
give a pledge ; in Hiph., to lend on a 
pledge . The signification of the noun is 
thus correctly given by Lee : “ an ac¬ 
cumulation of pledges in the hand of an 
unfeeling usurer.” The form is that of 
V*Vt:p, as in VVpri from Vrn; 
or from ; n'niS from -jd ; 

• - i • . - - t ' 

from “S3. The reduplication ex¬ 
presses intensity or augmentation. Mau¬ 
rer, copia pignontm captorum, an inter¬ 
pretation already given by Nic. Fuller in 


his Miscell. Sac. lib. v. cap. viii. The 
Chaldean power is thus represented as a 
rapacious and cruel usurer, who had ac¬ 
cumulated the property of others, and 
from whom it would again be taken. 
Comp. Deut. xxiv. 10-13, for the use of 
tt^y, and the law against cruelty in 
usurers. The hypothesis of Delitzsch, 
that is, as an enigmatical term, 

to be understood both as a compound, 
and as a quadriliteral, is not in keeping 
with his usual good sense. 

7. its* suddenly , corresponds to 
•pts” - : y, hoic long f in the preceding 
verse, and not improbably refers to the 
unexpectedness of the attack made upon 
Babylon by the Mcdes and Persians. 
See on Is. xxi. 3, 4. ^3 properly sig¬ 

nifies to bite , and thus it is rendered in 
most versions. Some translate, oppress ; 
but, since it likewise signifies to lend on 
usury, there can be little doubt the 
prophet intended it to be understood in 
this acceptation, as a striking antithesis 
to 13 “t :zy at the close of the preceding 

verse. Comp, the Aram, rs3, A-SJ, 

• * 


momordit, usuras exegit. 


Arab 



the same. The same mode of speech 
was not unknown both to the Greeks 
and Romans. Aristoph. Nub. i. 12, 
BaKv6pevo5 imb t wv xpeutv. Luean. i. 
171, usura vorax. The meaning is, that 
as the Babylonians had cruelly amassed 
the property of others, so other nations, 
like devouring usurers, would unmerci¬ 
fully deprive them of all they had ac¬ 
quired. defective for 

as inJud. xvi. 20. trytyrK, the Phil. 

S ■ » * . — " 

T v * 

participle of y st, to shake , agitate. The 
reduplicate form conveys the idea of 
violent or excessive agitation. The allu¬ 
sion is to the violent seizure of a debtor 
by his creditor. See Matt, xviii. 28. 

8. The remainder of the nations con- 
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All the remainder of the people shall plunder thee; 

Because of the blood of men, and of the violence done to the 

earth, 

To the city and all that dwell in it. 

9 Wo to him that procureth wicked gain for his house, 

That he may establish his nest on high, 

To be preserved from the power of calamity. 

10 Thou hast devised what is a disgrace to thy house, 

Cutting off many people, and sinning against thyself. 

11 For the stone crieth out from the walk 


And the brick from the timber 

sisted of those who had escaped the de¬ 
vastation of the Chaldeans. The terms 
man, earth , and city, are to be understood 
generally, and are not to be restricted to 
the Jews, with their country and its me¬ 
tropolis. vns—oign is the genitive of 

1 V V 'I 

object. 

9. In the stanza, comprising this and 
the two following verses, the avarice 
and selfishness of the Chaldeans are de¬ 
nounced. The phrase ysa srsa is very 
common in Hebrew'. The verb denotes 
to cut, or break off, as the Orientals, 
especially the Chinese do, pieces of silver 
and other metals in their money trans¬ 
actions with each other. Hence it came 
to be applied, in a bad sense, to such as 
were greedily occupied with such transac¬ 
tions, and its derivative ysra, to signify 
wicked gain, lucre . To mark it, in the 
present instance, as specially atrocious, 

■ yn, wicked, is added. pra, house, stands 
here for the royal family; nest, for the 
arx regia, to express its inaccessible 
height, the allusion being taken from the 
nest of the eagle, which is built on high 
rocks, difficult of access. See Job xxxix. 
27, and comp. Numb. xxiv. 21; Jer. 
xlix. 16. 

10 . “ Thou hast devised disgrace to 
thy house/’ means thy schemes and 
projects shall issue in the infamy of thy 
family. Instead of ivisp, the infinitive 

of nap, the ancient versions have read 

v I ■ _ 

n iap_, the preterite of ysy>. The infini¬ 
tive may either follow in construction 


answereth it; 

preceding, or the following stair:. 
I have adopted the latter, and rendered 
it participially. It properly denotes the 
direct aim of the action predicted by the 
preceding finite verb. For the last clause, 
comp. Prov. viii. 36, xx. 2. 

11 . An exquisite instance of bold and 
daring personification, by which the ma¬ 
terials used in the construction of the 
royal palace, and other sumptuous build¬ 
ings, at Babylon, are introduced as re¬ 
sponsively complaining of the injustice 
which they had suffered, either in their 
having been taken from their original 
owners, or in their being made subser¬ 
vient to the scenes of wickedness that 
w'ere enacted in their presence. Comp. 
Luke xix. 40. The Targ. adds to the 
first line, prV because violence 

W 

has been done to it. occurs only 

here, but from the signification of the 

7 

cognate Syr. . connexuit, it has 

been supposed to mean the cross beam by 
which the walls of a building are held 
together. Thus Sym., Thcod., and the 
5th vers., avybeapos, LXX. ndi>&apos, 
scarabceus, but w’hieh some think w r as 
originally nay^-f)piov, W'hieh Vitruvius ex¬ 
plains as signifying a cross-beam. Arab. 

Joy)!, jyaPy&Jt the pin from 

the wood. According to the Mishnah, 
the w’ord signifies a half brick, which 
Parchon also gives as the meaning. He 
thus describes it: C'Sfcp *E trES 

tons ftnh ■'V-S "1^353 ■piw* 
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12 Wo to him that buildeth a town through bloodshed, 
And established a city through injustice. 

13 Behold ! is it not from Jehovah of hosts ? 

So that the people shall labor for the very fire ; 

Yea, the nations shall weary themselves for mere vanity. 

14 For the earth shall be filled 

With the knowledge of the glory of Jehovah, 

As the waters cover the sea. 

15 Wo to him that givetli drink to his neighbor, 

Pouring out thy wrath, and making him drunk; 1 
In order to look upon their nakedness. 


small bricks prepared in the 
kiln , like pottery , and used in building 
edifices. This interpretation is confirmed 
by the rendering of Aquila, pafa, what 
is baked, and by the abundant use of 
bricks by the Babylonians, which are still 
visible in the ruins of their city- Citing 
this passage in the Taanith, Rashi ex¬ 
plains it to be “half a brick which is 
usually laid between two layers of wood," 
I)elitzsch. That it was not the wood 
itself is evident from the following yrc, 
from or out of the wood , except we take 
the preposition as indicating the material 
of which the beam consisted. In this 
latter case, the words should be rendered. 
And the wooden beam ansiocreth it; but 
against such construction the parallel 
Tpic, out of the wall , is an insuperable 
objection. 

12 , 13. The subject of the third stanza, 
■which begins here, was naturally sug¬ 
gested by the concluding verse of the 
preceding. The riches which enabled 
the king of Babylon to rebuild and en¬ 
large the royal city, were procured in 
the bloody wars in which he had en¬ 
gaged ; and the works themselves weie 
carried up by people from different parts 
of the empire, and by captives from other 
nations. The preposition *j>s prefixed in 
rsw. points out the ultimate cause 
of the destruction of the Babylonian em¬ 
pire— the overruling providence of God, 
who, in order to give prominence to 
his resistless omnipotence, is designated 


rvis2x rsnrv’, Jehovah of hosts. Tor 
this epithet, see on Is. i. 9. *'~2 is not a 

poetic form for 2, but is intensive, '•?[, 
signifying sufficiency , abundance. The 
preposition here points out the final issue 
or result of the labor and fatigue con¬ 
nected with the erections in question, 
the conflagration and depopulation of 
the city of Babylon. The last two lines 
of verse 13 are found in Jer. li. 58; 
only and have exchanged places, 
stands for ies”, and the defective 

• • I | ■ 1 T 

form ;S 5 'i for sya-’i. For the dcstruc- 

I * ■ m » 

p f • ■ 

tion by fire, comp. Jer. li. 30, 58 ; for 
her desolation, ver. 43. Hitzig, from the 
mere circumstance of the use of the same 
terms Mieah vii. 10, applies the prophecy 
to Jchoiakim ! 

14. This verse is clearly predictive of 
the gospel dispensation, to the introduc¬ 
tion of which the destruction of the 
Babylonian power was indispensable, in-* 
asmuch as it involved the deliverance 
of the Jews from captivity, and their 
re-oecupation of their own land before 
the advent of the Messiah. See on Is. 
xi. 9, 11, the former of which verses 
contains a similar prediction of the same 
event, sea, is used for the bed of the 
sea. 

15. The commencement of the fourth 
stanza. Though the idea of the shame¬ 
less conduct of drunkards, here depicted, 
may have been borrowed from the profli¬ 
gate manners of the Babylonian court, 
yet the language is not to be taken lit- 
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16 Thou art filled with shame, not with glory ; 

Drink thou also, and show thyself uncircumcized ; 

The cup of Jehovah’s right hand shall come round to thee, 
And great ignominy shall be upon thy glory. 


erally, as if the prophet were describing 
such manners, but, as the sequel shows, 
is applied allegorically to the state of 
stupefaction, prostration, and exposure, to 
which the conquered nations were re¬ 
duced by the Chaldeans. See on Is. li. 
17, 20; and comp. Ps. lxxv. 8; Jer. 
xxv. 15-28, xlix. 12, li. 7; Ezek. xxiii. 
31, 32 ; Rev. xiv. 10, xvi. 9, xviii. 6. 
ansn is a collective, and thus is equiva¬ 
lent to W’yn in the plural, which is 
required to agree with the suffix in 
Eiwiyw. The latter noun is derived 

V fe • ■ 

from "i Arab. ^ ? to be naked, as its 

synonyme rnn? is from rny. In 
is a change from the third person to the 
6 econd, for the sake of effect. There not 
being anything in the ancient Greek 
versions corresponding to the q, is no 
ground for its rejection, since their au¬ 
thors frequently took liberties even when 
professedly most verbal. rxfn is not 
the construct of rxn or p>sn, bottle, 

t p* i» 

but of naq, heat, or wrath. Comp, 
■'mlna Is. lxiii. 6, and li. 17 ; 

Jer. xxv. 15; Rev. xvi. 19. Delitzsch 
attempts in vain to set aside the signifi¬ 
cation of pour , as inhering in the root 

; e*- c ° ! “ 

Targ. ri^r. is the infinitive 

“I — , I »■ T •* “ 

used instead of the participle. The 
language of the concluding clause of 
the verse is expressive of the deep¬ 
est humiliation on the one hand, and 
of the most haughty wantonness on the 
other. 

16. The preposition in -riasjtt is nega¬ 
tive, as in nitjM yn pans, Ps. lii. 5. 
The full force of the hemistich is, “Thou 
art Batiated, but it is with shame, not 
with glory.” Kimchi and others, com¬ 
paring rsVsnPTi oSs, Is. li, 17, and qq 


Vil, Zech. xii. 2, suppose that in 
be thou uncircumcised, there is a trans¬ 
position of the letters y and *i, and that 
the verb has originally been V?-)”, reel 
or stagger. And thus the LXX. (KapSia 
aa\tvfrriTt koI (relafrqTi) have interpreted 
it, and have been followed by the Arab., 
Syr., and Vulg. There is, however, such 

a manifest agreement with Qrrn/iyn, 

* ■ 

pudenda eorum , at the close of the pre¬ 
ceding verse, that the interpretation can¬ 
not be admitted. In the mouth of a He¬ 
brew no term could have expressed more 
ineffable contempt. Comp. 1 Sam. xvii. 
36. As the Chaldeans had treated the 
nations which they conquered in the 
most disgusting manner, so they, in their 
turn, should be similarly treated. To 
express the certainty of the event, the 
verbs are in the imperative. See on Is. 
vi. 10. ni&ri is the future in Niphal, 
and conveys the idea of the cup of suf¬ 
fering being transferred from one nation 
to another, each in its turn, being made 
to drink of it. Comp. Jer. xxv. 6 ; Lam. 
iv. 21. qnVp 'p, the Vulg. renders, vomi - 
tus ignominitc, as if compounded of •'j? 
for vomit, and ■pVp, shame. In 

nine MSS. it is read as two words, and 
this etymology is approved by most Jew¬ 
ish and Christian interpreters. It is, 
however, more in accordance with the 
genius of the Hebrew language, to regard 
it as a reduplicate form of vV^, em¬ 
ployed for the sake of intensity, after the 
form : only instead of wc 

have the softer ■pVjvp. Comp, the SyT. 



Thus the LXX. &rt- 
Targ. toVp* The 


glory of the Babylonians was to be com¬ 
pletely eclipsed by the deep disgrace in 
which they should be involved. 
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17 For the violence done to Lebanon shall cover thee, 

As the destruction of beasts terrifieth them ; 

Because of the blood of men, and the violence done to the 

earth, 

To the city, and all that dwell in't. 

IS What profiteth the graven image which its maker graveth — 
The molten image, and the teacher of falsehood ? 

In which the maker of his work trusteth — 

Making dumb idols. 

19 Woe to him that saith to the wood, Awake ! 


Wake up ! to the dumb stone 
It teach ! There it is, 

17. Cttrt and yns-wart are 

genitives of object. That Lebanon is not 
here to be understood literally, but figur¬ 
atively, of Jerusalem, seems fully estab¬ 
lished by the prophetic style in other 
passages, especially Jer. xxii. 23 ; Ezck. 
xvii. 3, 12 ; Zech. xi. 1. The aptness of 
the figure consists partly in the circum¬ 
stance, that cedars from that mountain 
were employed in the construction of 
the temple and other houses in Jerusalem, 

1 Kings vi. 9, 10, 18, vii. 2, ix. 10, 11; 

2 Chron. L 15 ; and partly in its stateli¬ 

ness and grandeur as the metropolis. 
Against this interpretation, the objections 
do not apply which Delitzsch makes to 
the opinion of those who maintain that 
by Lebanon the land of Palestine is 
meant, r32» to cover , is used emphati¬ 
cally to express the completeness of the 
destruction which should overtake the 
Chaldeans. Similar violence to that 
which they had exercised should be 
brought upon themselves. The i in 
T"h is a particle of comparison, retaining, 
indeed, its ordinary conjunctive power, 
but also introducing a clause designed to 
illustrate the preceding. Of this idiom, 
the following are instances: t 

U if; ft 

tr~ ■'3 25’iVr, Man is born 

■ ■ —■ j *,#. — w 
M 9 M w 

to trouble , and (as) birds of prey fly aloft , 

Jobv. 7. c5i3-‘ ^n- nmn yfcn yk—>3 

»• ».*« T r*. ■ , - T *« a 

VbsV F 07 th* ear tfteth words , and (as) 
the palate tasteth food . This construc¬ 
tion entirely obviates the difficulty which 


necessarily attaches to the attempts that 

have been made to interpret the r^~ 2 , 

■ 

beasts , of the inhabitants of Palestine. 
The prophet compares the confusion and 
destruction which should come upon the 
enemy of the Jews to those experienced 
by the wild beasts when brought into 
circumstances from which they cannot 
escape. rrn signifies to be broken , 
broken in pieces , destroyed , confounded , 
terrified. In the present form •jryrr, 

the Yod is substituted for the Dagesh in 
the regular form os ynr for 

Is. xxxiii. 1. The Nun appended 
is not paragogic, but the verbal suffix of 
the third feminine plural, agreeing with 
rn%r. 2 . There is no sufficient CTOund 

a. ; “ 

for changing into though the authors 
of some of the ancient versions may have 
thus read. For the last clause, see on 
verse 8. 

18, 19. These verses expose the folly 
of idolatry to which the Babylonians 
were wholly addicted. It might be sup¬ 
posed, from all the other stanzas having 
been introduced by a denunciatory *nn, 
ico, that a transposition has here taken 
place, and that the nineteenth ought to 
be read before the eighteenth ; and 
Green has thus placed them in his trans¬ 
lation ; but there is a manifest propriety 
in anticipating the inutility of idols, in 
close connection with -what the prophet 
had just announced respecting the down¬ 
fall of Babylon, before delivering his 
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Overlaid with gold and silver, 

But there is no breath at all within it. 
20 But Jehovah is in his holy temple ; 
Keep silence before him all the earth. 


denunciation against their worshippers 
themselves. ■'S, in both instances, is used 
os a relative pronoun, as in Gen. iii. 19. 
iv. 26; Is. lvii. 20. The idol is called 
“ a teacher of falsehood,” on account, of 
the lying oracles that were connected 
with its worship, For these verses, com¬ 
pare Is, xliv. 9-20; Jer. x. In the 
latter part of the nineteenth verse, the 
language is highly and pointedly ironi¬ 
cal. m*' it teach! is an em- 

photic form of putting a question which 
requires a negative reply, rni'' forms a 
paronomasia with in the preceding 

verse. nsn, there it is . Such is 

■ * ■ 

the force of the inteijection nan in this 


place — it not being followed as usual by 
the accusative, but for the sake of mak¬ 
ing the idol more prominent, by the 
nominative case. 

20. In striking contrast with the utter 
nihility of idols, Jehovah is here intro¬ 
duced, at the close of the prophecy, as 
the invisible Lord of all, occupying his 
celestial temple, whence he is ever ready 
to interpose his omnipotence for the de¬ 
liverance and protection of his people 
and the destruction of their enemies. 
Comp. Is. xxvi. 21. Such a God it 
becomes all to adore in solemn and pro¬ 
found silence. Ps, lxxvi. 8, 9 ; Zeph. 
i. 7 ; Zech. ii. 13. 


CHAPTER III. 

Though forming a distinct whole, this chapter is intimately connected with the two pre¬ 
ceding, the subjects contained in which it presupposes, and is evidently designed to afford 
consolation to the Jews during the national calamities there anticipated. It exhibits a 
regular ode beginning with a brief but simple and appropriate exordium; after which 
follows the main subject, which is treated in a manner perfectly free and unrestrained, as 
the different topics rose one after another in the powerfully excited mind of the prophet; 
and finishes with an epigrammatic resumption of the point first adverted to in the intro¬ 
duction, and the practical lesson which the piece w as intended to teach. 

With respect to the body of the ode, interpreters are greatly divided in opinion. The 
Fathers generally, and after them many Catholic commentators, and among Protestants, 
Cocceius, Bengel, Roos, and others, apply the whole chapter, with certain modifications, 
to New Testament times, and subject it to all the uncertainty of imaginary interpreta¬ 
tion. But the principal point of disagreement relates to the thcophania, or Divine inter¬ 
position, so sublimely set forth, ver. 3—15 According to the Targum, Abarbanel, Aben- 
ezra, Tamovius, Munster, Ciarius, Drusius, Schnurrer, Herder. Michaeiis, Green. Lowtli, 
Tingetadius, Eichhorn, Justi, Hcsselberg, Ackermann. and Ewnld, the prophet adverts to 
the wonderful displays of the power and majesty of God during the early history of the 
Hebrews. Maurer, Hitzig, and Delitzsch, on the other hand, contend that the future in¬ 
terposition of Jehovah for the destruction of the Chaldeans, is what he exclusively con¬ 
templates. The last-mentioned author has not only gone at great length, and with much 
minuteness, into the subject, but appears to have exhausted all his critical and exegetical 
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ingenuity in his attempt to establish his hypothesis. Taking for granted that sin', ver. 

3, cnnnot, by any possibility, be construed otherwise than to express the strict futurity 
of the advent predicated, he proceeds to show, from what he considers to be the or¬ 
ganic structure of the ode; from the connection of and TViFI* ver. 16; and from 

certaiu features of the picture itself, that what he calls the lyric-prophetical view is alone 
to be admitted. I must, however, confess, that after a careful examination of his argu¬ 
ments, 1 cau discover nothing in them that goes to overturn the historical position 
adopted by the numerous writers above mentioned. That nothing in the shape of a reg¬ 
ular aud specific recital of distinct facts is exhibited in the tableau, cannot fairly be 
urged against this interpretation, since such a recital would ill accord with the enthusi¬ 
asm and impetuosity which are so characteristic of the ode as a species of poetry. The 
abrupt and rapid transitions of the prophet did not admit of more than a slight, though 
sublimely figurative allusion, to one or two localities, which it was necessary to specify, 
in order to call up the general scene of events to the mind of the reader: all the rest is 
left to be supplied by his familiar acquaintance with the sacred national records. What 
he aims at is to produce a powerful impression by condensing, within the shortest pos¬ 
sible limits, a view of tbe magnaiia Dei , as exhibited in these records. And this he docs 
by giving utterance to the total impression which they produced upon his own mind, 
rather than by furnishing a detailed historical description. Regarding the composition 
in this light, the obscurity and apparent iucoherence which attach to certain parts of it 
are at once accounted for. 

As parallels to this ode, we may adduce Dcut. xxxiii. 2—5; Jud. v. 4, 5; Pa. Jxviii. 7, 
8, Ixxvii. 13—20, cxiv.; Is. Ixiii. 11—14. That the Holy Spirit availed himself, so to 
speak, of some of these passages in presenting the subject to the view of the prophet, 
there can, I think, be little doubt. The agreement in point of phraseology, especially as 
it respects Ps. Ixxvii. is most palpable. Some, indeed, have maintained the priority of 
our ode to the Psalm; but Delitzsch has proved, by an elaborate collation of passages 
and expressions, that this hypothesis is entirely without foundation, and that Habakkuk 
had tbe Psalm brought to his mind, just as he had the soug of Moses called up to his 
recollection. 

The following description of this sublime ode, by the master pen of Bishop Lowth, is 
not more beautiful than just: “The prophet, indeed, illustrates this subject throughout 
with equal magnificence; selecting from such an assemblage of miraculous incidents, 
the most noble and important, displaying them in the most splendid colors, and embel¬ 
lishing them with the sublimest imagery, figures, and diction, the dignity of which is so 
heightened and recommended by the superior elegance of the conclusion, thnt were it 
not for a few shades, which the hand of time has apparently cast over it in two or three 
passages, no composition of the kind, would, 1 believe, appear more elegant or more per¬ 
fect than this poem.” Lect. xxviii. Whether the hand of time has really cast auy shades 
over it will appear in the sequel. 

That it was designed for use in public worship, appears both from the inscription and 
the subscription, as well as from the musical term "Vd, SelaJi , occurring verses 3, 9,13. 

The chapter begins with the title and introduction, ver. 1, 2. Habakkuk then repre¬ 
sents Jehovah as appearing in glorious majesty on Sinai, 3, 4; describes the ravages of 
the plague in the desert, 6; the consternation into which the nations were thrown by the 
victorious approach of the Hebrews to Canaan, and their wars with the inhabitants, 
6—10; specially refers to the celestial phenomenon at Gibeon, 11; and then sets forth the 
auspicious results of the interposition of God on behalf of his people, 12—15. The pro¬ 
phet concludes by resuming the subject of the introduction, 1C; and strongly asserting 
his unshaken confidence in God in the midst of anticipated calamity, 17—19. 


1 A prater of Habakkuk, tbe prophet: with triumphal music. 


1 . usually rendered prayers, 

comprehends all kinds of devotional com¬ 
position, whether abounding in petitions, 

39 


supplications, etc., or not. Hence it is ap¬ 
plied to all the Psalms of David collect¬ 
ively, Ps. lxxii. 20; and is otherwise 
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2 O Jehovah ! I heard the report of thee, I was afraid; 

O Jehovah ! revive thy work in the midst of the years; 


only used in the inscriptions of Psalms 
xvii. Ixxxvi. xc. cii. cxlii. The term is 
derived from VV£, to separate, distin¬ 
guish ; cognate to nV: ; and so to form 
an opinion or judgment, to judge, give a 
verdict. In Hithpael the verb signifies 
to apply to a judge for a favorable decis¬ 
ion, to supplicate, pray, etc.; and is em¬ 
ployed at the commencement of the song 
of Hannah, 1 Sam. ii. 1. Though the 
only precatory sentences are those con¬ 
tained in ver. 2, yet there are several in¬ 
stances of direct address to God, which 
impart to the ode one of the characteris¬ 
tic feature of prayer. The Lamed pre¬ 
fixed in ppnnV is that of authorship. 

Vs. That this is a musical term 

■ 

seems beyond dispute, from similar terms 

occurring in the titles of the psalms, such 

as r^run - Vy, cVs r:*’*' Vy, etc. For 
" • ■* ' '* " 

the explanation of the noun, which only 
occurs here, and in the singular •p's®, in 
the title of Ps. vii., different methods 
have been proposed. Bauer, Herder, 
Perschke, De Wctte, Hosenmuller. Lee, 
Hitzig, and Maurer, have recourse to the 


Arabic .r. - anxius, tristis, mccstus 

• * 

fuit, and render Hyyi“Vy, after the man¬ 
ner of elegies, but there seems no reason 
deducible either from the present ode or 
from the Psalm, why they should be 
thus characterized, or why they should 
be sung to a plaintive tune, but the con¬ 
trary. Others, as Wahl, Justi, Gesenius, 


. 0 

derive the word from the Syriac 

. o > 

in Pael, <— cecinit, whence | A m 

carmen , cantus, to which it has justly 
been objected, that it is too vogue and 
indefinite to admit of adoption. The 
LXX, indeed, have tf/d\pos in the Psalm, 
and here ; but without any apparent 
reference to the specific meaning of the 
term. Other philologists more reason¬ 
ably content themselves with rii', an in¬ 


digenous Hebrew verb in common use, 
signifying to err, wander, reel, etc. This 
interpretation Aquila, Symm., and the 
fifth Greek version so far support, ren¬ 
dering <?7 t2 hyrorjpdruy, which Jerome 
adopts, on the principle that nyj signi¬ 
fies to sin through ignorance. To this 
derivation Hengstenbcrg has recently 
given his adhesion (Comm, on Psalms, 
vol. i. p. 144), but most preposterously 
affirms, that in our ode the sins cr crimes 
of the Chaldeans are intended. There 
is nothing either in the Psalm or in the 
song of Habakkuk to warrant the ap¬ 
propriation of any such signification of 
the term. The most probable explana¬ 
tion is that given by Delitzsch, who is 
of opinion that means a dithyram - 
bos, or cantio erratica, a species of rhyth¬ 
mical composition, which, from its enthu¬ 
siastic irregularity, is admirably adapted 
for songs of victory or triumph. It 
is obvious, however, from the estab* 
lished use of the preposition V? upon, 
after the manner of, or accompanied with, 
in the titles of the Psalms, that the plu¬ 
ral r- 3 k ;r, to which, in like manner, it 
■ » 

is here prefixed, must be understood as 
describing a corresponding kind of music 
with which the ode was to be accompa¬ 
nied. The translation of Theodotion, 
inrep twv tKOVffiaffptiiv, i.e. as Jerome in¬ 
terprets the words, pro voluntariis , has, 
in all probabilit)', some such reference. 

2 . The yieri, report of Jehovah, here 

1 »* 

referred to by the prophet, docs not 
mean what God had communicated to 
him, but a report respecting Jehovah, or 
the punishment which he had threatened 
to inflict upon the Jews for their sins. 
The genitive is that of object. That it 
cannot refer to what follows in the ode 
is certain, since the exhibition there giv¬ 
en of the Divine interposition for the 
overthrow of the enemies of his people 
was calculated to inspire the prophet 
with joy, and not with the fear of which 
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In the midst of the years make it known: 
In wrath remember mercy. 

3 God came from Teman ; 

The Holy One from mount Paran: Pause . 


he declares he was conscious. His prayer 
also, that while punishment was being 
inflicted, God would exercise pity, shows 
that the Jews, and not the Chaldeans, 
were to be the subjects of the infliction. 
It may, therefore, be regarded as certain, 
that what he has in view is the predic¬ 
tion chap. i. 6-11. The fear with which 
the prophet was seized, he particularly 
describes ver. 16. By ^VyE, thy loork , 
Abarbanel, KimchijSchnurrer, Justi, and 
some others, understand the Jews, on the 
ground that they are designated the Vy=, 
work of Jehovah’s hands, Is. xlv. 11; but 
the simple occurrence of the same word, 
irrespective of the specific claims of the 
connection, cannot justify such a con¬ 
struction of the meaning. In chap. i. o, 
the term is used of the Divine judgment 
upon the Jews, as it also is Is. v. 12, and 
of that upon their enemies, Ps. lxiv. 9. 
This latter sense, which involves the ex¬ 
ercise of the power and goodness of God 
on behalf of his people, alone suits the 
present context. Comp. Ps. xe. 16. 
What the prophet prays for is the re¬ 
newal of such interposition. This he 
expresses by the strong term r?n* quick¬ 
en, restore to life , which suggests the 
idea of a cessation of the avenging and 
delivering power of the Most High. It 
had been, in regard to its exertion, as if 
it had been dead, and required to be 
called forth afresh into action. Thus 
Jarchi: y-E: r:P."*r;» yi«s-rt *jVrE in-'n 



■s-n-r-i i rrrr.v -K-Vs in'*n Thy 
former t cork, when thou didst avenge us 
of our enemies, in the midst of the years 
of the calamity in which we live, revive 
it, i. e. rouse it up, cause it to return. 
Comp. Is. li. 9, 10. No stress is to be 
laid on the phrase t*:'i in the 

* • ▼ V * S 

midst of the years, from which Bengcl 
deduced so much fanciful support to his 


chronological calculations; maintaining 
that the middle point of the years of 
the world is meant. are unques¬ 

tionably the years, or period of affliction, 
which was to come upon the Jewish peo¬ 
ple. 3 is not to be taken in the 
strict acceptation of the middle point of 
any given period of time, but is, as fre¬ 
quently, only a more emphatic preposi¬ 
tive form, instead of 2, in. The meaning, 
therefore, simply is, During the period 
of suffering, or, in the course of our 
punishment by the Chaldeans, interpose 
for our deliverance. *$ymm. ivrbs ra>v 
tvtavTwv. To give pathos to the lan¬ 
guage, the phrase is repeated; and y ■'-nn 
is added, as synonymous with snTtfn, 
the suffix of which is to be understood, 
though not expressed. The verb y-r, to 
knoto, is here used in the sense of expe¬ 
riencing, knowing by experience. Cri^, 
the infinitive, is to be regarded as an ac¬ 
cusative. Comp. Ps. xxv. 6: pp;n- — 

r.tors cVi’yra *2 nir*. It is 

« •* f *■ • " V * l 

merely necessary to exhibit the version 
of this verse as now found in the text of 
the LXX. to show that it can only have 
originated in the amalgamation of dif¬ 
ferent readings, some of them probably 
■ marginal glosses, and that it would be 
most unwarrantable to attempt any cor¬ 
rection of the Hebrew text by it : Kvpic, 
tiaatrfiKoa tt)v aKo-fp/ aov , /cal tjv, 

Karavo7)aa ra epya aov /cal Iv 

fifaw 5 vo jwv yv(i><T&Ti<rp Zv t<£ tyyifciv 
t a eT7j tTriyvwo&TjiTp rb Traprivai rbv 
Kaipbv hvabfix^TiaT}, T<p Tapax&f/t'ai t rjv 
\pvxwv pov , iv opyTj i\eov r pvpa^ay. 

3. tri’Vs is not used by any of the 

P m i 

minor prophets except Ilabakkuk, and 
by him only here, and chap. i. It. It 
occurs four times in Daniel, and once in 
Isaiah, but never in Jeremiah or Ezekiel. 
There is no foundation whatever for the 
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Ilis splendor covered the heavens, 
And the earth was full of his praise. 


position assumed by Gesenius and some 
others, that this use of the singular be¬ 
longs to the later Hebrew, though it is 
allowed to belong to the poetic diction. 
It is employed forty times in the book of 
Job, one of the most ancient specimens 
of Hebrew composition extant, and twice 
by Moses, Deut. xxxii. Holy, 

wliich is here parallel to rfiVis , God, also 

occurs in this application to express the 
absolute purity of the Divine Being, Job 
vi. 10; Is. xl. 25; and in the plural, 


Prov. ix. 10, xxx. 3; Hos. xn. 
1. Delitzsch contends, that, as is 
uninfluenced by any preceding preterite, 
it cannot possibly be taken otherwise 
than as strictly future in signification, as 
it is in form. But this is not the only 
instance in which the future stands ab¬ 
solutely at the commencement of a sen¬ 
tence or paragraph, yet clearly indicating 
a past transaction. Thus Num. xxiii. 7, 
fcns—iw, '21-13'; Jud. ii. 1, 

; 2 Sam. iii. 33, l-r.fcsn 

■ ■ ■ ■ _ ■ 

nsrs V 23 ; Job iii. 3, - 13 s' 

" ; - *« 

'•snVset; Ps.lxxx.9,3>-t>P fnsttE 

■ * T • — • — 1 * i « * 1 V’,' 


The idiom, in these and similar cases, is 
sufficiently accounted for on the princi¬ 
ple that the speaker places himself, in 
imagination, anterior to the action ex¬ 
pressed by the verb, and thus, regarding 
it as still future, puts the verb in that^ 
tense. Having prayed that God would 
remember the mercy which he had 
shown to his people in ancient days, the 
prophet has his mind carried back to 
their affliction in Egypt, in their deliv¬ 
erance from which that mercy was sig¬ 
nally displayed; and assuming that as 
his point of observation, he proceeds at 
once to describe the Theophania as fu¬ 
ture in regard to such position. The 
past, thus implied, though not expressed, 
as completely modifies a future tense, as 
if a preterite, or any qualifying particle, 
had preceded it. “jTS-F, Teman, the 
LXX. retain as a proper name ; the 


Targ., Syr., Theod., Vulg., and many 
modem versions read, the .south. The 
word is doubtless to be taken as desig¬ 
nating the country to the south of Judea, 
and east of Idumea, in which latter 
country Mount Paron -in) was 

situated. Some, indeed, have endeavored 
to indentify this mountain with Sinai, on 

the gTound that Wad 'J 

Pheiran , which extends noith-west from 
Sinai, is the same os ■pss the 

t t " : 

desert of Par an, mentioned in Scripture. 
But although this desert might have 
stretched so far towards the south-west as 
to touch upon the AVady, and so give it 
the name, it is certain, from Paran being 
mentioned in connection with ICadesh 
and Bcersheba, that the wilderness of 
that name extended to the southern con¬ 
fines of Palestine, including the moun¬ 
tainous region to the west of the Ghor, 
or great valley stretching from the Dead 
Sea to the Elanitic gulf. In 1 Kings xi. 
18, it is spoken of as lying between Mi- 
dian and Egypt. From Sinai occurring 
along with Scir and Paran, Deut. xxxiii. 
2 , and with Seir and the country of 
Edom, Jud. v. 4, 5, it is probable that 
Habakkuk here alludes to the regions to 
the south of Palestine generally, as the 
theatre of the Divine manifestations to 
Israel, only, like Moses and Deborah, 
specifying the two points nearer to that 
country. In this view, his omission of 
Sinia, which they notice, is not of mate¬ 
rial moment. The glorious displays of 
the power and majesty of Jehovah which 
had been made in that quarter occupied 
his thoughts, and inspired him with feel¬ 
ings of the most exalted devotion. nVo, 
Selah. This word, which occurs thrice 
in this ode, and seventy-three times in 
the Psalms, has been variously inter¬ 
preted. That it is a musical sign is 
now almost universally admitted. It is 
found at the end of certain sections, or 
stropcs, and always at the close of a verse, 
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4 The brightness was like that of the sun, 

O 1 

Rays streamed from his hand, 

Yet the concealment of his glory was there. 


except Hab. iii. 3, 9 ; Ps. lv. 20, lvii. 4; 
where however, as always, it ends the 
hemistich. Sometimes it occurs at the 
end of a Psalm, as Ps. iii. ix. and xxiv. 
The current, and apparently the tradi¬ 
tionary interpretation, is that of the 
Targ. Aq. ad; Symm. some¬ 

times f Is t hv alwva ; Theod. sometimes 
e«s Tf'Xos ; the V. Greek version, 5ia7rav- 
t os ; but Symm. and Theod. most com¬ 
monly coincide with the LXX., who 
uniformly render, SictyoA^a. This last 
translation is decidedly entitled to the 
preference, in so far as it confines the idea 
to the music, though the exact meaning 
even of this Greek term has been matter 
of dispute. Suidas, however, seems to 
come nearest to the mark, when he gives 
as its meaning ptkovs Ivakkayfj, a change 
of the modulation, and with him Ilesy- 
chius agrees, explaining it by ptkovs 
SiakkayT). The hypothesis that rVq is 
merely an abbreviation, consisting of the 
initial letters of three Hebrew words, is 
altogether gratuitous, there not being the 
least shadow of evidence that the Jews, 
in ancient times, ever employed abbrevi¬ 
ations. Pfeiffer, in his work, Die Musik 
der Alten Ilebr. p. 17, proposes to ex¬ 
plain the term by the Arab 
membrum t or section ; Prof. Lee, by 


which he renders, Dei 
invocation and derives from 


he blessed; but neither of the deriva¬ 
tions will suit all the passages in which 
it occurs. Indeed, bless! or praise! 
would come in most incongruously in 
such connections as Ps. vii. 5, xxxix. 5, 
11 ; Iii. 3. Of the two Hebrew roots to 
which the word has been referred, VVo, 
to raise, elevate, and r.Vo , which, besides 
signifying to raise, has been supposed to 
be equivalent to r.Va, to rest, pause, the 


latter, on the whole, seems to deserve 


the preference. There nre several in¬ 
stances in which the letter has been 


softened into d, as in and 

ntrD and nua ; just as, in most cases, we 
■ • 


find it expressed in Arabic by This 

derivation, in which Gcsenius finally 
acquiesced, has been approved of by 
Delitzsch and Ilengstenbcrg. The term 
may be regarded as a substantive, signi¬ 
fying silejice or pause; designed, in all 
probability, to command a cessation of 
the song or chant, while the instruments 
either repeated what had just been 
played, or introduced an interlude be¬ 
tween the parts. At the end of a psalm 
it may have been intended to prevent a 
repetition on the part of the singers, 
while the instrumental music continued. 
Having, by a solemn pause, prepared the 
mind for the contemplation of the mani¬ 
fested glory of Jehovah, the prophet pro¬ 
ceeds to describe this glory in the most 
sublime and magnificent language. By 
ry r.T) splendor or brightness, as the Targ., 


Kimehi, and Hitzig interpret; nor does 
it here express the actual praises of the 
inhabitants of the earth produced by the 
effulgence of Deity, for the effect of this 
effulgence is described, ver. 6, to be fear 
and trembling ; but matter of praise, or 
the glory which was calculated to call 
forth universal adoration. 

4. By 5 * we are not heTC to under¬ 
stand light simply, but the sun ns the 
source of light. Comp, Job xxxi. 26, 
xxxvii. 21. The Kametz of the article 
in a renders the noun more definite. 

T 

r.T.p , which Heidenheim would con- 
ncet with ynsn and Hitzig with *p5r:n , 

1 7 t i v 1 

in the preceding verse, can have no other 
nominative than Wib, which, like other 
substantives in the Oriental languages, 
expressive of fire or light, is conceived 
to be of the feminine gender, or it may 
be regarded as neuter in signification. 
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5 Before him went the plague ; 

The burning pestilence followed him. 

6 He stood, and made the earth to tremble ; 
He looked, and caused the nations to shake ; 
The old mountains were shattered in pieces, 
The ancient hills sank down — 

His ancient ways. 


ond so taking the feminine of the verb. 
That by , horns, we are here to 

understand rays, is obvious from the 
connection, from the comparison of the 
rising sun scattering his rays upon the 
earth to the gazelle, Ps. xxii. 1, and 
from its being common with the Arabs 
to compare them to the horns of that 
animal. Thus the Arab. cornu 


animalis, latus superior pars soils, primi 
radiis solis. Kamoos and Djauhari. 
Hence, the verb signifies to emit 
rays, Exod. xxxiv. 29, 30, 35. Though 
in the dual, the noun, like others of that 
number which describe objects naturally 
existing in pairs, is here expressive of the 
plural. Comp. C'Van , Lev. xi. 


23; -Vi , 1 Sam. ii. 13 ; Vs, 

• ** ' \ ~ ; ■ t 

Ezek. xxi. 12 ; and see my note on Is. 
vi. 2; rysi, Zech. iii. 9. The 

i ■* ** ► • 9 

phrase from his hand , is equiva¬ 

lent to .from him ; and a verb of 

« ■ 9 ^ 

A 

flowing, streaming, or the like, must be 
supplied. ^V is the dative of possession, 
fi, there , refers to the scene of splendor 
just described, which, though so exces¬ 
sively bright, instead of exhibiting the 
Divine glory, only veiled or concealed it. 
Comp. Ps. civ. 2. The LXX., Syr., Aq., 
and Symm., have read rtoi , and he put. 


instead of ti •, and there, and are fol- 

b 9 

lowed by Hitzig and Maurer, but this 
rendering is less apt. tV, in such con¬ 
nection denotes majesty or glory rather 
than power. Comp. Ps. cxxxii. 8, 

lxxviii. 61. For r-"V many MSS. read 

¥ 

9 

Vts , the regular affix. Whether the 


substratum of the vivid representation 
here furnished of the glorious majesty of 
of Jehovah be the symbol of the Divine 


presence exhibited upon Mount Sinai, 
Exod. xxiv. 17, or the Shekinuh which 
accompanied the Hebrews through the 
desert, chap. xvi. 7, 10; Lev. ix. 23, xl. 
35, etc., cannot be determined. See on 
ver. 3. 

5. qtH , from Cjrn , to inflame, has 
two leading significations, that of light¬ 
ning, or fame, and that of hot, or burn¬ 
ing fever. The latter is required in the 

present case to correspond to -r- , plague 
1 • ■ 

in the preceding hemistich : a circum¬ 
stance which forbids the adoption of the 
precarious rendering, birds of prey, 
though supported by the Syr., Aq., 
Symm., Theod., the V. Gr<ek version, 
Micliaelis, Sehnurrer, Herder, Kofod, 
Dahl, Itosenm filler, and others ; as well 
as that of lightning, adopted by Kalinsky, 
Wahl, Bauer and others; and burning 
coals, as in our common version. Thus 

ICimehi: V.E2 yaym , 

Kirn , i]2n -fcttVi , r*,r.s? r-V^n 
rs-ntsn -yzr, rrrp- -V.n 
nini:, t. e. “ cjtm corresponds to -m , 
the same thing being expressed in differ¬ 
ent words. The word has the same sig¬ 
nification. Deut. xxxii. 24, and denotes 
the fever, which consists in a burning 
heat, and speedily causes death.” The 
Vulg. has, “Et egredietur diabolus ante 
pedes ejus ! ” V^.V 82 * or r ( Vn , means 
to track or follow any one. Here it is 
opposed to v:eV , before him. What 
the prophet has in view, would seem to 
be the plagues with which the enemies 
of the Hebrews were visited, of which 
we have an instance 1 Sam v. 9, 11. 

6. , forms an easy and ele¬ 
gant paronomasia, and, at the same time, 
exhibits one of the boldest, most abrupt, 
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7 I saw the tents of Cushan in trouble ; 

The tent-curtains of Midian trembled. 

8 Was it against the rivers it burned, 0 Jehovah ? 


and sublime turns to be found in sacred 
poetry. While Jehovah is marching 
forth for the deliverance of his people, 
he stops all of a sudden in his progress, 
the immediate effects of which are uni¬ 
versal consternation and terror. Nature, 
in her strongest and most ancient forma¬ 
tions, is broken in pieces before him. 
The inhabitants of the earth tremble at 
his look, “ija; may either be the Poel 
of tttc , to measure , or the Pilel of 

which, like the Arab. ^Lo, signifies to 

be agitated. The latter derivation best 
suits the connection. LXX. £<ra\€v& 7 } 
rj yn. Targ. sy^s 3?“Tg. Arab. 

Comp, the cog¬ 
nate 1 3?73. Thus Gesenius, Lee, Maurer, 
Ewald, Heidenheim, Hesselberg, Del- 
itzsch. The primary idea conveyed by 
-r: is that of bounding, springing up, 
as a person does when overtaken by sud¬ 
den fear. In r.xi-Qr" we have all the 

• mm 

force of intensive verbs, heightened in 
effect by the harsh sound of the redupli¬ 
cated Tzade. *pE signifies to break or 
dash in pieces , and also to scatter , dis¬ 
perse. For ny-nn and cV i y riyna , 

V 9 

eomp. Gen. xlix. 26; Deut. xxxiii. 15. 
i .V His ancient ways , I 

consider to be epexegetical of the preced¬ 
ing; and is to be taken in the 

■ "7 

same sense as c*;*n in the sentence 

_ ■ ■» ; 

Vs—t*r.n .Job xl 10, which 

describes the hippopotamus as “the first 

or principal of the ways of God,” t. e. his 

creative acts, his. works. The words may 

be resolved into ib -irtt eVSy nis-Vri, 

or into *<y ris*^n . The mountains 

* • -1 

which Jehovah had created of old, and 

which had resisted the revolutions of 
ages, were now shattered in pieces, and 
dissipated like dust before him. The 
irresistibility of his power, and the utter 
imbecility of the most formidable ene¬ 


mies of his people, are the ideas conveyed 
by the language of the prophet. 

7. rriri, “ under affliction,” is 
more expressive than V.S 2 , “ in afflic- 

V ^ • 

tion,” as it suggests the idea of a heavy 
load by which those spoken of were op¬ 
pressed. qssp, Cushan , is now generally 
admitted to be the same as uris, Cxish , 
as "*12» Lotan , Gen. xxxvi. 20, is only 
another form of , Lot ; but whether 
it be intended to designate the African 
or the Arabian Cush is disputed. Ge¬ 
senius, Maurer, Dclitzseh, and others, 
contend for the former ; but the connec¬ 
tion of the name with that of V'M , 

1 t ! • 

Midian, is deeidedly in favor of the latter. 
For a satisfactory ref utation of the position 
adopted by Gesenius, that Cush, and all 
the tribes connected with this name, are 
only to be sought in Africa, see Robinson's 
Calmet, art. Cush . That any reference 
to Cushan-rishathaim, Jud. iii. 10, is in¬ 
tended, does not appear. Midian appears 
to have stretched from the eastern shores 
of the Elanitic Gulf to Mount Sinai, 
and the frontiers of Moab. Edrisi speaks 
of a town called Madian, 

about five days’ journey from Ail all, or 
Akabah, and six from Tubuk. The 
“ tents” and “ curtains” describe the 
nomadic mode of life as still found 
among the Bcdawin of the Arabian des¬ 
erts. rny—l" , the coverings of the tents, 
so called from their tremulous motion 
when hanging down like curtains and 
affected by the wind. The word is here 
used merely as a synonyme of -*Vrs , 
tents ; and both are put by metonymy 
for the persons dwelling in them. 

8. The prophet rising in his graphic 
description of the ancient manifestations 
of Jehovah, now by a bold apostrophe 
inquires why the rivers were affected by 
them ? Was it on account of any cause 
in the rivers? The implied answer is. 
No; and the true cause is assigned at the 
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Was thine anijer against the rivers ? 

o o 

Was thy wrath against the sea ? 

That thou didst ride upon thy horses, 

In thy chariots of victory. 

9 Naked and bared was thy bow, 

“ Sevens of spears” was the word: Pause . 
Thou didst cleave the earth into rivers. 


close of the verse — the safe and victori¬ 
ous deliverance of the Israelites from. 
Egypt, and their introduction into Ca¬ 
naan. is in the vocative, and the 

subject of the verb nnn is hi the 

second hemistich, , the rivers . 

€ r 1 

mean the waters of the Red Sea, and the 
Jordan, which were dried up to allow 
them to pass over on foot. The former 
is not indeed a river, but may not in¬ 
aptly be included under the term, on 
account of the flowing of the tide, which 
is said to rise at Suez to about the height 
of seven feet. On the miraculous divis¬ 
ion of the sea, recorded Exod. xiv., it 
was made to go or flow back the whole 
night, ver. 21. For the application of 
-r .3 to the stream tide of the Mediter- 

i r 

ranean, See Jonah ii. 4. That the rivers 
of Cush should be intended is altogether 
out of the question. Specifically, how¬ 
ever, to mark out the Red Sea, it is after¬ 
wards expressly called in the third 
hemistich. Comp, as parallel with the 
present verse, Exod. xv.; Ps. Lxxvii. 13, 
cxiv. 3, 5. Jehovah is here, and in the 
following verses, represented as a mighty 
and victorious warrior, giving orders to 
his army, and, in triumphant progress, 
carrying all before him. Comp. Exod. 
xv. 3, xiv. 14. qj* , anger, and mny , 

I V 

wrath, are synonymes, only the latter is 
the stronger of the two, signifying unre¬ 
strained indignation ; from "is? , to pass 
over, or beyond a boundary . By “ horses’' 
and “ chariots,” there is no necessity for 
our understanding either, the angels, or 
thunder and lightning, as some would 
interpret. They are merely figurative 
expressions, designed to carry out the 
metaphor adopted from military opera¬ 


tions. In the phrase ns si 1 ; , 

supply bv , upon, before the former word, 
and repeat , chariots, before the 

latter. Comp, for instances of similar 

construction, V’ll , 2 Sam. xxii. 

• ■ 

33. i'y ■’Onw , Ps. lxxi.' 7 ; EteT u2“'“ , 
Ezek. xvi. 27.—ny id' has in such con- 
nection, the specific signification of vic¬ 
tory , though the idea of salvation or 
deliverance , as the result, is not to be 
lost sight of. 

9. The combination -i^yr n*ny, which 

i* T ■ V 

forms a paronomasia, determines the sig¬ 
nification of “njy, as here employed, to 
be that of being bare or. naked , and not 
that of rousing or exciting. Por though 
the Piel *vn'\y is used of the lifting up 
of a spear, there would be no propriety 
in thus applying it to a bow: whereas 
the substantive n^ns » nakedness, having 

T “ V W 

just been employed, nothing was more 
natural than to add iSsp » 1° be bared 
— being thus cognate in signification 
with rr.y , from which is derived, 

t T f \ V , 

and with -ny . n“ny is used adjectivelv, 
as in a L y , Ezek. xvi. 7. 

T • • • ■ • ^ * * 

-.Hyp is not the second, but the third per¬ 
son singular in Niphal, having for its 
nominative p'rf: , which is of the com¬ 
mon gender. Some of the modems have 
explained fvaj;, of the rainbow, than 
which nothing ean be conceived more 
incongruously out of place in a passage 
containing a sublime poetical description 
of warlike operations. The making bare 
the bow, refers to the removal of the cover 
in which it was carefully wrapped, to 
prevent its receiving injury, or of such a 
leathern case as the ywpvrbs, Kvpxrrbs 
corytus , of the Greeks and Romans. Of 
the following words, » 
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10 The mountains saw thee, they were in pain ; 
The inundation of water overflowed; 

The abyss uttered its voice, 

It raised its hands on high. 


upwards of one hundred different inter¬ 
pretations have been proposed. That 
which I have adopted appears to me best 
to suit the connection. It keeps up the 
spirit of the poem, and is fully justified 
on the simplest and most legitimate ety¬ 
mological grounds. That cannot 

signify oaths, is determined by the cir¬ 
cumstance that “ the oaths of the tribes," 
the rendering of our common version, 
affords no tolerable sense as here intro¬ 
duced, whether we regard the tribes as 
the persons swearing, or as those to 
whom oaths were sworn. The other sig¬ 
nification of , is seven, a heptade, 

or what is made up of seven. It is else¬ 
where literally applied only to this num¬ 
ber of weeks; but in connection with 
language so highly figurative as that of 
our prophet in the present chapter, no 
objection can reasonably be taken against 
its being used otherwise than as a desig¬ 
nation of time. It appears to have been 
appropriated by him, to express the per¬ 
fection, fulness, or abundance, of the 
number, instead of the usual numeral 
yz.'d or rsz j, when employed symboli¬ 
cally as a sacred and indefinite number. 

rtK signifies a tribe, but also, as t::s , 

■ * 

2 Sam. xviii. 14, a lance or spear; and 
that the latter signification is that in 
w T hieh Habakkuk here uses it may be 
inferred from his using it in this accep¬ 
tation in the 14th verse. Thus the Syr. 

] -xk has been variously rendered 

by word, promise, epicinium, commander, 
etc. I take it in the first of these signi¬ 
fications, as specifically designating the 
military order, or word of command. 
Compare P9. lxviii. 12 . -x‘k—“ ins , 
“ the Lord gave the word,” etc. Thus, 

-xs, like the Arab. signifies to 
order f command. The meaning of the 

40 


prophet will therefore be, that Jehovah 
prepared his bow for battle, and ordered 
numerous spears to be produced ; in other 
words, that he brought the most formid¬ 
able and effective instrumentality to bear 
against the enemies of his people. The 

nominative to is not v-s , as some 

i “ - ■ l ♦♦ ■« 

• ■ « 

would construe the words, but un- 

^ * 

derstood from the suffix in . 

r v ; »- 

Comp, fn* , Ps. Ixxviiu 

- ■ ■ ■ 

15. Before K*pn3 supply b or 2 ; to 
_ * ■ 

cleave into rivers. The effect of the Di¬ 
vine command is sublimely represented 
under the idea of that "which is frequently 
produced by earthquakes, w ? hen immense 
quantities of water gush out of the fis¬ 
sures, and flow like rivers through the 
country. The whole verse is distin¬ 
guished for its sublimity and beauty; 
and the sentiment conveyed in the two 
first lines w ? as regarded as so weighty that 
a -Vo , Selah , or pause, is added, to give 
time for its producing its proper effect be¬ 
fore supplementing the concluding line, 
10. The mountains being the most 
prominent objects on the surface of the 
globe, Habakkuk reiterates, in a somewhat 
different form, what he had expressed, 
ver. 6, in order to preserve the impression 
of the tremendous character of the trans¬ 
actions, to illustrate w’hich they had been 
figuratively introduced. In the former 
case is used of Jehovah ; in this, of 

■r r 

the mountains, which are, by a bold fig¬ 
ure, represented as inspired with life, and 
capable of taking sensible cognizance of 
the manifestations of Deity. To express 
the instantaneous character of the effect, 

, they quaked , is put in the future. 
The root or Vn properly signifies 
to twist, writhe, aa with pain, and is fre¬ 
quently used of a woman in travail. It 
is also employed in the sense of quaking 
or trembling, which idea is conveyed by 
it in this place. 
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11 San and moon stood back in their habitation 
At the light of thine arrows which flew, 

At the glittering brightness of thy lance. 

12 Indignant thou didst march through the earth : 

O O / 

Wrathful thou didst tread down the nations. 

13 Thou wentest forth for the deliverance of thy people, 


u Silvarum juga ccepta mover! 
Adventantc Deo.” Virgil. 

CnT , cl torrent of water , i. e. an ex- 
tremely heavy rain, in contradistinction 
from “in 2 , fl hail storni t Is. xxviii. 

T T *,» V 

2 . nil, elevation , is used adverbially. 

By , the elongated pronominal 

form of w , its hands is meant the 

* ▼ 

waves of the ocean, c'lrsr} ♦ the oeean t 
its antecedent, is of both genders. The 
whole of nature is here exhibited as 
thrown into consternation at the ap¬ 
proach of God. The mountains tremble ; 
the heavens pour down sweeping torrents 
of rain; the sea roars, and causes its bil¬ 
lows to “ run mountains high.” Comp. 
Ps. lxxvii. 17. 

11 . form an asyndeton, and 

are probably so put for the sake of effect. 
In many MSS., however, the ellipsis 
of the i is supplied. The paragogie n in 
, is that of direction or motion , and 

1 \ ' 

the idea which it conveys, as here used 

with the verb , is not that the sun 

■ » ' 

and moon remained stationary in a part 
of the firmament, which is represented 
as their dwelling or habitation, but that 
they stood back or withdrew into that 
locality. It was usual with the Arabian 
astronomers to assign houses or chambers 
to the eelestial orbs. Thus man- 

sio, domus, is the name of the signs of 
the Zodiac; and JJj, the 

circle of the palaces which the sun occu¬ 
pies. Job, likewise, speaks of —inn, 
the chambers of the south , antithetically 
with the northern constellations, ch. ix. 
9 ; as also of chap xxxviii. 32, 

the same as r'lVvQ , inns or lodgings , 

■» ~ 

2 Kings xxiii. 5. That specifie reference 


is made to what is recorded Josh. x. 12, 
is, after the Targ., very generally admit¬ 
ted ; but, though it were granted that 
the event there described may have sug¬ 
gested the language of the prophet, yet 
the point of view in which he presents 
the heavenly luminaries is altogether dif¬ 
ferent. In the history, the construction 
to be put upon their standing still or 
being arrested in their course, is obvi¬ 
ously their continuing to shine, in order 
to afford light to Joshua, while following 
up his victory over the enemy ; whereas, 
in the present connection, they are sub¬ 
limely introduced as retiring into their 
abode before the brighter refulgence of 
the arrows and lances employed in the 
conflict. So completely were they eclipsed 
by this refulgence, that it seemed as if 
they had set. Schnurrcr and Justi inter¬ 
pret the language of their remaining in 
their habitation, in the sense of not ris¬ 
ing, but the n of motion is directly 
opposed to such construction. The V in 
-fisV and is the dative of cause, as 
in *'2? sin' rfctV , '* at, or owing to 
this, my heart trembled,” Job xxxvii. 1. 
Supply before ipbrp , which is put 
in Piel for the purpose of marking the 
velocity of the motion of the arrows. 
The words Vis and which are else¬ 
where used of the light of the sun and 
the moon respectively, are here trans¬ 
ferred to the glitter of the weapons spec¬ 
ified. 

12. nyx , to march , is used of the sol- 
emn and majestic proceeding of Jehovah 
before the Hebrews, Judges v. 4; Ps. 
lxviii. 8. rip , to thresh or tread down t 
is applied metaphorically to the destruc¬ 
tion of enemies, Micah iv. 13. 

13. Having described, in language of 
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■For the deliverance of thine anointed ; 

Thou dnshedst in pieces the head of the house of the wicked, 
Laying bare the foundation to the very neck: Pause . 


the most sublime and terrible import, the 
manifestations of Jehovah in reference to 
his enemies, Habakkuk now proceeds to 
specify in express terms the end which 
they were designed to answer, viz., the 
deliverance and safety of his chosen peo¬ 
ple; and then depicts their fatal effects 
in the destruction of every hostile power. 
The second y-y m b is employed instead of 
the infinitive , and thus, governs 

the accusative "rn'-rtt - rs . These last 

t •» • *• 

words Aq. and the author of the fifth 
Greek version render cis auTppiov <rvv 
X/Jurroi <rov, and the Vulg. in salutem 
cum Christo tuo , which has led many in¬ 
terpreters, both ancient and modern, to 
refer , the anointed , to our Sa- 

- T 

viour. This construction of the passage is 
adopted even by Delitzseh, on the prin¬ 
ciple that as the term here designates the 
regal office of those who were of the 
Davidie dynasty, and Christ is repre¬ 
sented as the greatest king of that family, 
consequently The Anointed by way of 
eminence, he is to be regarded as included 
in the prophetic reference. By the law 
of parallelism, however, we are compel¬ 
led to identify TTrvris * thine anointed , 

► I H i . 

with , thy people , in the preceding 

hemistich. The noun is thus a collective, 

and is rendered in the plural by the 

LXX. roi>y xp l ^ T0 ^ s or, os in the 

Alex. MS., roi/r 4k\cktovs trou. The 

plural Tjvvris is actually found in two 

of Kennieott’s MSS., and apparently in 

two more: in one of De Rossi’s and two 

more originally. It is denied, indeed, by 

Delitzseh, that tvitt , anointed, is ever 

“ * ■ 

used of the people of Israel; and cer¬ 
tainly none of the passages which have 
usually been adduced in support of this 
application of the term, can be fairly vin¬ 
dicated to it, except, perhaps, Ps. xxviii, 
8 , where corresponds to or 

’*ps?V , according to the reading of six 
MSS., originally three more, and the 


rendering of the LXX., Syr., Vulg., 
Arab. Still, as the Hebrews were 
rpVtttt , a kingdom of priests , 

Exod. xix. 6, they may with as much 
propriety be said to have been anointed, 
as the patriarchs are, 1 Chron. xvi. 22; 
Ps. cv. 15. The term, as thus applied, 
expresses their destination. TheDagcsh 
forte is found in the initial n of in 
some editions, and is one of the few in¬ 
stances of its occurrence in this letter, 
contrary to rule. Comp. 1 Sam. i. 6, 

x. 24 ; 2 Kings vi. 32 ; l’rov. iii. 8, xiv. 

10; Song v. 2; Jer. xxxix. 12; Ezck. 

xvi. 4. Delitzseh accounts for it on the 

principle of the word being short, and 

occurring after a Milel. The prepositive 

yz in intimates, that the ruler here 

■ 1 « 

spoken of as the head, was not merely 
over the house, which the simple con¬ 
struct form would have expressed, but 
that he sprung from it. It is most prob¬ 
able that one or other of the Canaanitish 
kings is intended ; perhaps Jabin, whose 
city Razor is said to have been is* , the 
head of all the confederate kings, Josh. 

xi. 10; and was the most formidable of 

all the kings with whom the Hebrews 

had to contend. Judges iv. 3, 13. The 

general sense of the concluding hemistich 

is apparent; but considerable difficulty 

attaches to the interpretation of -sis, 

neck , as here connected with ,/oim- 

■ 

dation . This connection is so strongly 
marked by the force of the preposition 
ny , even to, that the former substantive 
cannot be separated from the latter, and 
referred to some supposable higher part 
of the figurative building. It must, from 
the structure of the language, describe 
the very lowest part of the foundation, 
or that on which the foundation itself 
rests; but how r either of these could be 
called the neck , it is impossible to con¬ 
ceive. There is, therefore, very great 
probability in the conjecture of Cappcl- 



316 


HABAKKUK 


Chap. III. 


14 Thou piercedst with Ins own spears the chief of his captains, 
That rushed on like a tempest to scatter me; 

Whose joy it was to devour the poor in secret. 

15 Thou wentest with thy horses through the sea, 

The boiling up of many waters. 


16 I heard, and my inward parts 

lus, which has been approved by Herder, 
Green, and some others, that instead of 
, neck , the text originally read x, 
rock, which makes all plain. Doth words 
are derived from the same root; and 
occurs with the t*, Neh. iii. 5. All 
the MSS. and versions support the pres¬ 
ent reading, is the infinitive abso¬ 

lute, which is often employed in the 
prosecution of a statement, instead of 
the finite form of the verb. The histor¬ 
ical facts which the prophet here poeti¬ 
cally describes, appear evidently to be 
those narrated Josh. xi.; Judges iv., in¬ 
volving the complete destruction of the 
Canaanitish nations, and more especially 
the discomfiture of Sisera, celebrated by 
Deborah in her splendid triumphal song, 
Judges v. 

14. After a solemn pause, marked by 
r.Vp. ♦ Selah, Habakkuk prosecutes his 
subject, which still embraces the discom¬ 
fiture of the enemies of Israel, veto , 
hia own spears , the same as , ver. 

9. Interpreters are divided in regard to 
the signification of , or, as it is in the 
Keri, and in the text of a great number 
of MSS., and of four of the early edi¬ 
tions, vTnS . The traditionary interpre¬ 
tation is that of villagers , or the inhabi¬ 
tants of the country; hence hordes t 
which Delitzsch adopts, and explains it 
of armies or soldiers. Thus the Vulg., 
capiti bellatorum ejus . Perschke, Ge- 
Benius, Ewald, and other modems, how¬ 
ever, derive the word from the Arab. 
segregavit, discrevit, inodum pree- 

scripsity statuit, etc., and explain it of 
judges, captains, etc., which appears to be 
the more appropriate meaning. Thus the 

LXX., SwdcTcu ; the Syr. • 


trembled, 

just aa the former in the Vatican codex 
render the cognate noun , Judges 

v. 7, 11, by hwaroX, and the Vulg. by 
fortes. The pronominal suffix refers to 

, the wicked, in the preceding verse. 
Before supply . In using the 

first personal suffix singular in the fol¬ 
lowing verb, the prophet so identifies 
himself with his people as to represent 
what was aimed at them as designed for 
him. Comp. ch. i. 12. The nominative 
to is V , T"iE , his captains. In 

T ♦. » " 1 1 ■ A 

the last hemistich, the object of compar¬ 
ison is the robber who lies in wait for the 
poor defenceless traveller, and exults 
when he sees him approach. Such wa9 
the exultation of the Canaanitish chiefs 
when the Israelites entered the country. 
Comp. Ps. x. 8—10. 

15. S'Dto must either be taken as an 

• V 

accusative absolute, as to thy horses; or 
it must have a a supplied before it. The 
latter I have adopted as the easier mode 
of resolving the form, nwh describes 
here the boiling up or foaming of the sea 
in a storm. The immediate connection, 
however, shows, that what the prophet 
has in view i9 not the Red Sea, but the 
hostile army of the Canaanitcs, which 
presented a furious and impenetrable as¬ 
pect to the Hebrews. Through this army 
Jehovah is represented as walking with 
his warriors, as if a general were coolly 
to march his cavalry through the thick¬ 
est of a proud and vaunting foe, which 
he knew would prove utterly powerless 
in the attack. Comp. Ps. ii. 4, where 
Jehovah is said to smile at the puny 
attempts of his enemies. 

16. Having finished the poetic rehear¬ 
sal of the mighty acts of Jehovah on 
behalf of his people in ancient times, 
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At the sound ray lips quivered; 

Rottenness entered my bones, 

I trembled in ray place : 

Yet I shall have rest in the day of distress, 
When the people that shall attack us come up. 
17 Though the fig-tree should not blossom, 


-which he had composed in order to inspire 
the pious with unshaken confidence in 

him as their covenant God, Habakkuk 
reverts to the fear which had seized him 
on hearing of the judgments that were 
inflicted upon his country by the Chal¬ 
deans. “jta 7 :*i is a varied 

- t 

■ v 

repetition of tis-p ' 7 'J'C's rfnrP , 

ver. 2. Instead of there entering into a 
description of his feelings, he broke out 
in an earnest prayer that God would 
exercise pity toward Israel, from which 
there was an easy transition to the an¬ 
cient Divine interpositions. He now 
describes those feelings in very forcible 
and affecting language. VHp , the voice, 
is to be referred to the Divine threatening 
recorded chap. i. 6. The quivering of 
the prophet’s lips is merely expressive 
of the effect of the fear with which he 
was seized, and has no reference to his 
delivery' of the threatening, -ppp , lit¬ 
erally under me, i. e. my under parts , 
limbs , or the like. Comp, the Arab. 

^ pars inferior . LXX. inr ok- 
• • 

aTwibtv pov tTapax&V V pov. The 

7 > 

Syr. , x my knees. Jarchi and 

Kimehi , in my place. rr:s -rs 

has been variously rendered, “ That I may 

rest“ That I must expect “ O that 

I might rest“ Yet I shall rest,” or 

“ have rest.’' The last construction is 

alone suitable, which the LXX. 

■ » ■ ■ 

have entirely omitted, is here a conjunc¬ 
tion, connecting the following clauses 
with those which are antecedent to it, 
but obviously intended to qualify what 
had been there expressed. It thus forms 
a particle of transition from one class of 
circumstances to another of a different 
character. See Noldius, sub voce. Deep¬ 


ly as the prophet was affected, and over¬ 
powering as were the feelings of appre¬ 
hension with which he anticipated the 
awful calamity that was coming upon 
his people, he did not abandon himself to 
despair, but, on the contrary, consoled 
his mind with the assurance, that God, 
in whom he trusted, would keep him in 
perfect peace in the day of trial. Noth¬ 
ing can be more uncritical than the 
emendation of into s , proposed 
by Houbigant, the verb rr.j or n* a hav¬ 
ing no such signification as that which 
he ascribes to it. The preposition V in 

ms CvV and rriVyV is to be taken as 
* ▼ # "• " 
signifying the time when the events were 

to happen; in trV it is the sign of the 
genitive ; so that piVs is equivalent 
to cr rriVs , the coming up of the people. 
The infinitive is the infinitive construct. 
By the people, the Chaldeans are meant. 
They are, as usual, said to come ttp, be¬ 
cause of the elevated position of Jerusa¬ 
lem, both in a local and a religio-political 
point of view. Comp. 2 Kings xxiv. 1. 
Before Sfa-nj** supply nrsThe verb 

« ■ ft 

nra, like its cognate *173 , signifies to cut, 
or break in upon an enemy, attack. 
Hence the substantive -r-na, a troop or 
band of warriors, chiefly used of such as 
engage in plundering expeditions. It is 
the very term employed in the account 
given us of the fulfilment of the proph¬ 
ecy, 2 Kings xxiv. 2 ; 14 And the Lord 
sent against him 2 'nuTN. 

the bands of the Chaldeans,” etc. 

17, 18. From a statement of the as¬ 
surance which he possessed of the mental 
tranquillity whieh he should enjoy dur¬ 
ing the anticipated calamity, Habakkuk 
rises to a triumphant assertion of the 
holy joy and exultation which would he 
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And there should be no produce on the vines ; 
Though the fruit of the olive should fail, 

And the fields should yield no food; 

Though the flocks should be cut off from the fold, 
And there should be no cattle in the stalls: 

18 Yet I will exult in Jehovah ; 

I will be joyful in the God of my salvation. 

19 Jehovah the Lord is my strength; 

lie will make my feet like those of gazelles, 


vouchsafed to him amidst all the desola¬ 
tion to which his country might be sub¬ 
jected. The desolation here so graphi¬ 
cally and forcibly described, is that which 
was to be effected by the Chaldeans, 
whose army would consume or destroy 
the best and most necessary productions 
of the land; not only seizing upon the 
cattle, and devouring the fruits of the 
earth, but so injuring the trees as to ren¬ 
der them incapable of yielding any pro¬ 
duce. The passage contains the most 
beautiful exhibition of the power of true 
religion to be found in the Bible. The 
language is that of a mind weaned from 
earthly enjoyments, and habituated to 
find the highest fruition of its desires in 
God. When every earthly stream is 
dried up, it has an infinite supply in his 
all-sufficient and exhaustless fulness. No 
affliction, however severe or trying, can 
cut the believer off from this blessed re¬ 
source. On the contrary, its tendency is 
to bring him into closer contact with it. 
nyvn is not the labor bestowed upon the 
olive-tree, but the fruit which the tree 
produces. Comp, the phrase i-b nte? , 
to make or produce fruit. The irregular 
construction of the singular masculine 
n'x-y with the feminine plural hinsHW 
is to be accounted for on the principle, 
that in the mind of the prophet both 
number and gender had merged in the 
totality and impressiveness of his subject. 
Comp. Is* xvi. 8. It is 

'■ # i " 

what is commonly called, constructio ad 

sensum. Some would refer r>.KTi to 

»« - 

■ 

an obsolete root fix , which they take 


to be cognate with qn -j , to burn; hut it 
seems preferable to regard it as a deriva¬ 
tive like r“r, both signifying a smooth 
or level fields such as was prepared for 
grain or vines : from , to break, and 

, to be level , as ground is which is 
broken up and levelled by the plough, the 

hoe, and the harrow. is here used in- 

"" 1 

transitively, and is equivalent to the Ni- 
phal 1T33. riVrK stands for , just 
as ri-htt for and nrris for 

or rtrapK* The root is , to shut up. 
confine. ntSVys and are syno- 

nymes in the elongated future—the rt 
directive expressing the strong bent of the 
mind towards the exercise. The words 
-yri 1 ' "nrsa are rendered in theVulg. 
in Deo Jesu mco ! The LXX. have ^ttI 

ry 0e<£ r<f trajTTjpi fiov. 

19 . The formula -jj-rs r*|r:“ , instead 
of nSrP ■'2’rfc , is of infrequent occur- 

» •. * 'I 1 _ 

rence. Comp. Ps. lxviii. 21,exl. 8. The 
language of this verse is found in Ps. 
xviii. 33 , 34 ; and in part, Deut. xxxii. 
13 ; Is. lviii. 14 . It expresses the con¬ 
fident hope that Jehovah would prove 
the support and defence of the prophet, 
and of all who made Him the object of 
their trust, and that he would grant them 
complete deliverance from their enemies, 
and restore them to the full and undis¬ 
turbed possession of their own land. 
nV»K» the gazelle , is so swift-footed, that 
grey-hounds are liable to be killed by 
over-exertion in the chase, , my 

high places , stands for "JiN , the 

heights of my country. Except for 
purposes of warfare, the elevated parts 
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And cause me to walk on my heights. 

To the precentor, with my stringe'd instruments. 


of a land are the last that are occupied. 
The present is the only instance in which 
a musical direction is placed at the end 
of a psalm or ode. rjsuis * , which oc¬ 
curs fifty-five times in the titles to the 
Psalms, is derived from the root nu:, to 
overcome . excel, take the lead, direct,super- 
intend, preside , etc. It is used in refer¬ 
ence to the prefects or overseers, whom 
Solomon appointed over the workmen, 2 
Chron. iL 2, 18 ; and specially of the 
masters or directors of the music em¬ 
ployed in the temple, 1 Chron. xv. 21; 
Nch. xii. 42. By the LXX. is 

almost always rendered els t b re \os ; Aq. 
t<£ vikottok!) ; Symm. dmviKtov ; Theod. 
ft’s t2> vlkqs ; Targ. . In 2 Chron. 

ii. 17, however, the LXX. render the 
noun by 4pyotUd>MTT}s, and ver. 1, and 
xxxiv. 13, by dinar arijs. The form is 
that of the participle in Piel, the \s tak¬ 
ing the Patach of the article — a circum¬ 
stance which shows that it cannot be, as 
some have supposed, an infinitive. 

(from i;.; , , to strike the strings, 

play on a stringed instrument, and then, 
generally, to perform cither vocal or in¬ 
strumental music , but chiefly the latter) 


signifies what is thus performed : music, 
melody, song, and also the stringed in¬ 
struments with which it was accompan¬ 
ied. The preposition ^ is that of accom- 

* 

paniment. Delitzsch infers from the use 
of the affix in , my music, that 

the prophet himself was to take an 
active part in the performance of it; and 
further, from this circumstance, that he 
was of the tribe of Levi, and engaged in 
carrying on the temple music. But these 
inferences eannot be sustained, since, if 
the reasoning were valid, it would equally 
prove that Ilezekiah must have belonged 
to that tribe, and been thus officially en¬ 
gaged : for he uses the very same form : 
*P^ 2 m ;.a , 44 stringed instruments,” Is. 
xxxviii. 20. On what ground either the 
prophet or the king claimed these instru¬ 
ments, it is impossible to determine. The 
conjecture of Schnurrer, that -pia*:.2 was 

originally *pa^a , and that the tormina- 

* ’ •: 

tion *p— i9 merely paragogic as in *p2i, 
is overturned by the fact, that this pnra- 
gogic form is never found except when 
the word in which it appears is in the 
construct state. 
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PREFACE. 

All that we know of Zephaniah is furnished by the title to his book, in 
which it is stated that he was the son of Cushi, grandson of Gedaliah, great 
grandson of Amariah, and great great grandson of Hczekiah. As in no other 
instance do we find the pedigree of a prophet carried so far back, it has not 
unfairly been inferred that he belonged to a family of considerable respecta¬ 
bility.* Whether, however, the Hezekiah there mentioned were the king of 
that name, or some other person of note so called, cannot be determined 
with certainty. The circumstance that the words, “ king of Judah,” are not 
added to the proper name, rather militates against the position that he was 
descended from that monarch, since this addition always occurs when pri¬ 
mary reference is made to any of the Jewish kings; and, what is specially to 
the present point, when such reference is made to Hczekiah. See Prov. xxv. 
1; Is. xxxviii. 9. The number of generations also forms an objection 
against the hypothesis, since it is scarcely possible to make room for them in 
the short space of time which elapsed between Hezekiah and Josiah. 

As our prophet is stated, chap. i. 1, to have received his prophecies in the 
days of Josiah, he must have flourished between the years b. c. 642, and n. c. 
611. This statement is corroborated by certain circumstances in the book 
itself. For instance, he predicts the fall of Nineveh, and the overthrow of 
the Assyrian empire; consequently he must have prophesied prior to the year 
b. c. 625, when these events took place; i. c., in the former half of the reign 
of Josiah. The mention, too, of the destruction of “ the remnant of Baal,” 
chap. i. 4, evidently implies, that the abolition of idolatry had been carried 
on to a considerable extent, but had not yet been completed. Now this ex¬ 
actly tallies with the state of things in Judah from the twelfth to the eigh¬ 
teenth year of Josiah; for though this monarch began, in the former of these 
years, to effect a reformation, it was not till the latter that it was prosecuted 
with more successful results. If, therefore, we suppose that Zephaniah de¬ 
livered his predictions between these two terms, wc shall not be wide of the 
mark. To the objection, that no mention is made of him or his labors in the 
historical books, which we might expect on the ground of the valuable ser¬ 
vice he must have rendered to the zealous monarch, it is suflicient to reply, 


* Ovk Acrifios tiv rb Karit cdpKa yevos. — Cyril t Prof, ad Zcph . 
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that the same objection would lie against the prophetical existence of Jere¬ 
miah at the same period, though we know that he then flourished at Jerusa¬ 
lem, under the very eye of his sovereign. The mention made of “ the king’s 
sous,” chap. i. 8 , cannot be urged in favor of a later date; for it is altogether 
uncertain whether we are not to understand by the phrase the princes of the 
royal house generally, or such of the royal children as should be alive at the 
time of the fulfilment of the prophecy. The connection and manner in 
which they are introduced favor the latter construction. 

The predictions contained in the book are chiefly directed against the Jews, 
on account of their idolatry, and other sins of which they were guilty. The 
awful judgments to be executed upon them and the neighboring nations by the 
Chaldeans are denounced with great force and effect. Hitzig, indeed, has re¬ 
cently revived the opinion advocated by Cramer and Eichhorn, that the inva¬ 
sion of these countries by the Scythians, about the year n. c. 630 , whose incur¬ 
sion into Western Asia is described by Herodotus, i. 102 , is what the prophet 
has in his eye ; but the Jews appear to have been so little affected by their pro¬ 
gress, that it by no means corresponds to that of the enemy described by 
Zephaniah, in the course of which not only Judea, but the adjacent countries 
were to be entirely laid waste. His predictions received their accomplish¬ 
ment during the successes of Nebuchadnezzar. Towards the close of the 
book the restoration and prosperity of the Jewish people are introduced. 

In respect to style, Zephaniah is not distinguished either for sublimity or 
elegance. His rhythm frequently sinks down into a kind of prose ; but many 
of the censures that have been passed upon his language are either without 
foundation, or much exaggerated. In point of purity it rivals that of any of 
the prophets. He has much in common with his contemporary Jeremiah, and 
some, after Isidore, have regarded him as his abbreviator. A careful com¬ 
parison of the two, however, proves the futility of this hypothesis. Occa¬ 
sionally he borrows the language of former prophets. Comp. chap. ii. 14 , 
with Is. xiii. 21 , xxxiv. 11 ; chap. ii. 15 , with Is. xlii. 8 . 

41 



CHAPTER I. 


The prophet begins by announcing the universality of the judgments which God was about 
to bring upon the land, 2, 3; specifies the different classes of transgressors whose conduct 
had merited the infliction of these judgments, 4—G; and calls attention to the speedy ap¬ 
proach, and the features of the period of punishment, which he intermingles with further 
descriptions of the character of the ungodly, 7—13. lie then dwells upon the awfully 
calamitous nature of the visitation, and points out the impossibility of escape, 14—IB. 


1 Tite word of Jebovah which was communicated to Zephaniah 
the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the 
son of Hizkiah, in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of 
Judah: 

2 I will utterly take away everything from the face of the land, 
Saith Jehovah.^ 

3 I will take away man and beast; 

I will take away the birds of heaven, and the fishes of the sea, 
And the cause of stumbling along with the wicked ; 

And I will cut off man from the face of the land, 

Saith Jehovah. 

4 I will also stretch forth my hand against Judah, 

1. See the Preface. 

2, 3. q,3S, which is variously em¬ 
ployed in Scripture in the sense of gath¬ 
ering , collecting , etc., is here used, as in 
Jud. xviii. 25 ; 1 Sam. xv. 6 ; Ps. xxvi. 

9 ; Ezck. xxxiv. 29, to denote the taking 
aioag by death, or other violent means; 
to destroy. Thus Jarchi, ■jv'Vs , 

its signification is destruction.” "What 
clearly shows this, is the use of the cog¬ 
nate verb qno, to scrape , or sweep off, in 
the form n'ss=qON, which the Rabbi 

1 • T I ■ ■ 1 9 

just mentioned erroneously takes to be 

the Hiphil of qot* . by elision for . 

_ ^ ” » 

The latter verb is never used in Hiphil; 

but the 6ame combination of the two 
verbs in the infinitive and finite forms 
occurs Jer. viiL 13, q fcs . Com- 

pare for similar usage viu*, Is. 

xxviii. 28; ssh , Jer. xlix. 9. The 
enumeration of particulars is designed to 
augment the fearful and universal char¬ 
acter of the punishment. does 


not appear to differ in this connection 
from Vnriqw, a stumbling block , cause of 
moral offence, what occasions, excites to, 

or promotes sin. SyT. U n a ; Symm. 

to trxav5a\a. There can be no doubt 
that the different objects and rites of idol¬ 
atrous worship are what the prophet has 
in view. Thus Jarchi, miT rvv'.zy cn. 
The repetition of shows the proph¬ 
ecy had special reference to human be¬ 
ings, as the guilty party. The particle 
before has the signification of 

■ » * T * 

with , together with, thus denoting accom¬ 
paniment. Comp. Jud. i. 16. The idols 
and their worshippers were to be involved 
in one common destruction. Newcome 
improperly renders ns as a sign of the 
genitive. 

4. To stretch forth the hand against 
any one, means not merely to threaten, 
but to exert one’s power to his injury, 
j-i^ri tiptori , this place, means Jcnisa- 
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And against all the inhabitants of Jerusalem; 

O # 

And will cut off from this place the remnant of Baal, 

The name of the idolatrous with that of the other priests; 
5 And those that worship the host of heaven oil the roofs, 
And those that worship and swear to Jehovah, 

And swear by their king; 


lem. By Vsan *nsa , the remnant , or 
rest of Baal , we are to understand the 
6tatues, images, etc, dedicated to the chief 
domestic and tutelary god of the Phoeni¬ 
cians, to whose worship the Hebrews were 
addicted as early as the time of the Judg¬ 
es (ii. 13), and among whom it afterwards 
spread more and more, especially in the 
ten tribes. Altars and high places were 
reared to this deity by Manasseh, even in 
the temple of Jehovah itself, 2 Kings 
xxi. 3, o, 7; 2 Chron. xxxiii. 3, 7. These 
Josiah destroyed in the reformation which 
he undertook in the twelfth year of his 
reign, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 4 ; but it appears 
from this passage of our prophet, com¬ 
pared with 2 Chron. xxxiv. 8, that idols 
continued to be worshipped, most prob¬ 
ably in places which were more remote 
from public observation, or which had 
been formed after the destruction of the 
others, and the cessation of the reforma¬ 
tion referred to. Marckius and Gesen- 
ius interpret the phrase Vyqr: , of 

the people of Baal , but this seems less 
probable. The phrase corresponds to 
r’lWstt in the preceding verse, and is 
in like manner immediately followed by 
the rs of accompaniment, pointing out 
the persons that encouraged idolatry. For 
■itra the LXX., who have t& ovipara , 
must have read , or they may have 
been misled by the cb following, cri, 
however, is found in two of Kennicott’s 
MSS., and in the margin of another. 
Upwards of twenty MSS., four ancient 
editions, and all the versions read cr 

it ■ 

instead of cb tn . For the 

idolatrous priests , see on ITos. x. 5. Both 
in the ancient and in the latter Hebrew, 
the term ■jrb is used of the priests of 
idols, as well as of those belonging to 


Jehovah. See Gen. xli. 45, 50; 1 Kings 
xiii. 2, 33; 2 Kings x. 19, xi. 18. It 
may to some appear doubtful whether the 
former be not here intended ; but as such 
are undeniably included in the Citss , 
it is more probable that in using the term 
Dorris, the prophet had in his eye those 
who w’ere professedly priests of the true 
God, but who, instead of cheeking, or 
endeavoring to eradicate idolatry, encour¬ 
aged it by their indifference, or the incon¬ 
sistency of their conduct in other respects. 
Comp. Jer. ii. 8, v. 31. The Targ. ren¬ 
ders ■rirr-na?3 , their wor - 

shippers with their priests. Neither were 
he left in the land by the Chaldeans. 
Their very names were to be forgotten. 

5. Having directed his prophecy against 
the priests, the prophet now denounces 
those of the people who indulged in idol¬ 
atrous practices. He first takes up those 
■who were the votaries of Sabi ism, or the 
worship of the heavenly bodies : a sys¬ 
tem which had, at an early period, be¬ 
come extensively prevalent, and contin¬ 
ued to exert its influence, not only over 
the nomades of Arabia, but over the 
philosophers and wise men of the East; 
but which, in whatever form or degree it 
obtained, had the lamentable effect of 
deifying the creature, and obscuring the 
existence, claims, and glory of the Crea¬ 
tor. That it w r as adopted, and its rites 
practised to a great extent by the Jew's, 
appears from 2 Kings xxiii. 5, 6 ; Jer. 
vii. 17, 18, xliv. 17—19, 25. The rHw» 
roofs or house-tops, in the East are flat, 
and are used for various purposes. The 
idolaters may have chosen them for se¬ 
crecy in the time of the prophet, or they 
may have selected them for the purpose 
of obtaining a fuller view of the plane- 
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6 And those that have turned back from Jehovah, 

And that neither seek Jehovah nor apply to him. 

7 Keep silence before the Lord Jehovah, 

For the day of Jehovah is near; 

For Jehovah hath prepared a sacrifice, 

He hath consecrated those whom he hath invited. 

8 And it shall come to pass on the day of Jehovah’s sacrifice, 
That I will punish the princes and the king’s sons, 

And all that wear foreign apparel. 


tary objects of their worship. Jer. xix. 
13, xxxii. 29. The planet to which they 
specially burnt incense on the roofs of 
their houses is supposed to have been the 
Moon, or it was more probably Venus, 
called r^Vn , “the Queen of 

heaven," Jer. vii. 17, 18, 19, 25. The 
prophet next instances a mongrel class 
of worshippers, such as professed attach¬ 
ment to Jehovah, as the national God, 
but, at the same time, were devoted to the 
service of Moloch, whom in Teality, they 
regarded and honored as their king. For 
the forms , 

‘1 V f ; — " • V : i - 

see on Amos v. 26, and Gesenius under 
the word “hn. Instead of immediately 
connecting these opposite objects of wor¬ 
ship with the participle D’RRPsjjsr, as 
he had done in the preceding clause, 
Zcphaniah stops short, as if uncertain 
how to describe the persons whom he had 
in view, and then proceeds to characterize 
them as combining, by acts of solemn 
profession, the worship of the true God 
with that of Moloch. Comp. 1 Kings 
xviii. 21. a 53 » to sioear by a deity, 

means to acknowledge him in a public, 
solemn, and binding manner; openly to 
pledge one's self to his service. 

6. This verse is more comprehensive 
in its import, being descriptive of all who 
were in anyway guilty of defection from 
Jehovah, and lived in total neglect of 
him and his ways. 

7. For Ew Ori, comp. Hab. il 20 ; 

Zech. ii. 13. In the symbolical lan¬ 
guage of prophecy, a sacrifice denotes 
the slaughter or destruction of an army 
or people. In the words © ,: jpR » 


he hath consecrated his called ones, how¬ 
ever, there is no allusion to guests invited 
to partake of a sacrificial feast, as there 
unquestionably is Ezek. xxxix. 17—20 ; 
Rev. xix. 17, 18. The D'N-p , called 

• I - 

■ 

ones, were the Chaldeans, who, as the 
Divine army, or the instruments of his 
retributive justice, were called into the 
field against the enemies of the Most 
High. In this sense Cyrus is said to 
have been called , Is. xli. 9, xlviii. 15. 
Comp, also Is. xiii. 3, and my note there, 
in which , to sanctify, consecrate , is 
explained of the selection of troops for 
war, and the religious rites engaged in 
when they set out upon the military ex¬ 
pedition. 

8. That by the phrase •'5 3, 

W 9 ■ _ 

the sons of the king, we are to understand 
the immediate children of Josiah, does 
not appear. He could not have had sons 
of an age sufficiently mature at the time 
the prophet uttered his prediction, to 
allow of their contracting guilt to such a 
degree as that which the connection nec¬ 
essarily requires ; for he could not him¬ 
self have been above seventeen years old. 
It may either mean the princes of the 
royal house generally, or the children of 
the king who should be on the throne at 
the time of the accomplishment of the 
prophecy. That the latter supposition is 
the more probable, appears from 2 Kings 
xxv. 7, where it is stated, that the king 
of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah 
before his eyes. By those that wore for¬ 
eign attire, the prophet means the rich 
and great generally, who, in violation of 
an express ordinance relative to national 
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9 I will also puDish all who leap over the threshold in that day, 
Who fill the house of their lord with violence and deceit. 

10 And it shall come to pass in that day, sailh Jehovah, 

That there shall be the sound of crying from the fish-gate, 
And of wailing from the second, 

And of great destruction from the hills. 

11 Howl, ye inhabitants of the Mortar! 

For all the people of Canaan are destroyed; 

All who are laden with money are cut off. 


costume, which was designed to preserve 
them distinct from other people, Numb, 
xv. 37—40, arrayed themselves in the 
more costly and gorgeous garb of idola¬ 
ters, and thus more easily mixed with 
them in the performance of their idola¬ 
trous rites. 

9. Because the priests of Dagon ab¬ 
stained from treading on the threshold of 
his temple, 1 Sam. v. 5, it has been by 
6ome inferred that Zephaniah alludes 
here to some such superstitious custom 
as practised by the Jews. Thus the Targ. 
■wAs Sd , all who 

walk in the laws of the Philistines. But 
this construction has little to support it 
beyond the simple occurrence of the word 
, threshold , in both passages; for 
in Samuel it is merely said, sV— 

"risra , 44 they tread or walk not over 
the threshold of Dagonwhereas the lan¬ 
guage of the prophet, A/pn f 

14 him that leapeth over the threshold,” is 
expressive of a more violent action ; and 
as the parallel hemistich shows, charac¬ 
terizes the eagerness with which the ser¬ 
vants of the great rushed out of their 
palaces in order to seize upon the property 
of others, and thereby increase the wealth 
of their masters. If we may apply the 
signification of the cognate word in Arab. 

principio, or sub fnem noctis iter 

fecit , we should interpret the term as 
denoting their Betting out on their pred¬ 
atory expeditions under cloud of night. 
Thus, as to the general sense, the Syr. 

^all who com¬ 


mit violence and plunder. Kimchi ex¬ 
plains the word of their forcibly entering 
the houses of the poor, and robbing them 
of their goods. 

10, 11. These verses describe the state 
of Jerusalem when besieged by Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar. Q'Jpn "iyr , the fish-gate, 
occurs 2 Chron. xxxiii. 14 ; Neh. iii. 3, 
xii. 39 ; but there is nothing in these 
passages by which we can determine its 
exact position. From the name it might 
be inferred, that it was situated either on 
the north or the north-east side of the 
city, that being the direction from which 
those would arrive who brought fish from 
Tiberias and the Jordan, and corresponded 
to what is now called the Damascus Gate, 
or to that of St. Stephen. It was from 
this side, being that which was most ac¬ 
cessible, that Jerusalem was attacked by 
the enemy. That n yz , the second , is 
not to be referred to -;y*a , gate, as its 
antecedent, but to , city, understood, 
appears from Neh. xi. 9, where we have 
in full nAtt *ryn , the second city, i. e. 
the second division of the city. Ewald 
renders the word by Neustadt, “New¬ 
town.” In all probability it was what 
was afterwards called Akra, or the lower 
city, which lay to the north of the an¬ 
cient city on Mount Zion, and was sep¬ 
arated from it by the Tyropccon, a valley 
which ran down between them to the 
present pool of Siloam. In our common 
version the word is improperly rendered 
college , 2 Kings xxii. 14, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 
22, after the interpretation of the Rab¬ 
bins. The riyaa , hills , here mentioned, 
were not those around the city, such as 
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12 And it shall come to pass at that time 
That I will search Jerusalem with lights, 

And punish the men who are hardened on their lees, 

Who say in their hearts, 

Jehovah will not do good, neither will he do evil. 

13 And their wealth shall become a spoil, 

And their houses a desolation; 

They may build houses, but they shall not inhabit them, 

And plant vineyards, but they shall not drink the wine of them. 

14 The great day of Jehovah is near; 


the Mount of Olives, the Mount of Evil 
Counsel, etc., but Zion, Moriah, Ophel, 
and other elevated localities within the 
walls, occupied by the temple, the royal 
palace, and the houses of the richer por¬ 
tion of the inhabitants. The prophet 
graphically represents the progress of the 
Chaldeans, from the gate at which they 
entered, into the second division of the 
city, until they had ultimately taken 
possession of the whole, and destroyed 
the principal buildings. This destruction 
is very appropriately expressed by the 
noun mr , from nn® , to break, break in 

V »■ m T 

pieces, 2 Kings xxv. 4, 8, 9. spptt is 
not a proper name, as the article prefixed 
shows, but an appellative, signifying mor¬ 
tar , from x ; ns , to bray, pound . See 
Prov. xxvii. 22. It appears to have been 
applied, from its resemblance to that ves¬ 
sel, to one or other of the valleys in or 
about Jerusalem. Theod. r£ (idfoei. 
Aq. els rbu ‘6\fiov. According to the 
Targum, ■pntpt , it was that 

w " ■ I • 1 v *:' 

through which the brook Kidron flows. 
Others think it was the Tyropocon, the 
locality of the bazaars, where the mer¬ 
chants carried on their business. From 
what follows in the verse, the latter is 
most probably the true interpretation. It 
is thought by some that the term was 
purposely chosen by the prophet, on ac¬ 
count of its resemblance in sound to 
unpra , a holy place, and that Jerusalem 

^ I • 

itself is meant; but this word is exclusive¬ 
ly appropriated to the tabernacle, or tem¬ 
ple, and other saered places, and never to 
the city, though it is called snj* ti *ra> , 


the Holy City, just as it is still known 
in the East by the names U-iUM, 

El-Kuds, and Beit - 

el-Mukeddes, of similar signification. By 

the people of Canaan, the 
prophet does not mean the inhabitants 
of Canaan generally, nor Phoenician mer¬ 
chants in particular, who carried on trade 
with those of Jerusalem, but ironically 
the Jerusalem merchants themselves, who 
not <3nly resembled the former in their 
modes of acquiring gain, but adopted 
their idolatrous manners and customs. 
See on Hos. xii. 8. 

12. The Divine judgments were to 
reach those who practised wickedness in 
the most hidden places, and in the most 
covert manner. This is metaphorically 
expressed by searching out with lights 
what is concealed in the dark. The 
metaphor following is taken from the 
firm crust which is formed on the surface 
of fermented liquors' when they have 
been long left in an undisturbed state. 
HEp , signifies, to contract , become con - 
crete, hard, etc., and strikingly expresses 
the hardened state of the rich who have 
settled down into infidelity and atheism. 
Comp. Jer. xlviii, 11. Their practical 
denial of a superintending ond govern¬ 
ing providence is expressed in so many 
words at the end of the verse. 

It is here implied that those of whom 
the prophet speaks would go on building 
and planting till the judgment of God 
overtook them, and deprived them of all 
their property. Comp. Matt. xxiv. 38, 39. 

14. nntt ifl not the participle in Piel, 
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It is near and hasteth greatly; 

The sound of the day of Jehovah: 

There the mighty man shrieketh bitterly. 

15 That day is a day of indignatic n, 

A day of trouble and distress, 

A day of desolation and ruin, 

A day of darkness and gloom, 

A day of clouds and obscurity; 

10 A day of the trumpet and the war-shout, 

Against the fortified cities, 

And against the lofly towers. 

17 And I will bring trouble upon men, 

So that they shall walk as the blind ; 

Because they have sinned against Jehovah, 

Their blood shall be poured out as dust, 

And their flesh shall be as dung. 

18 Xeither their silver nor their gold 
Shall be able to rescue them 

In the day of Jehovah’s indignation; 

But the whole land shall be consumed 
By the fire of his jealousy: 

For a consummation altogether sudden will he make 


■with the affirmative Mem rejected, but 
the infinitive of the same conjugation, 
used as an abbreviated form of rrw 

v* 

"its , bitter , is here used adver- 

■ « — ^ 

m 

biaUy. So irresistible should be the at¬ 
tack of the Chaldeans, that the Jewish 
warrior would be compelled to abandon 
himself to shrieks of hopeless grief. 

15, 16. A beautiful amplification, for 
the purpose of aggravating the character 
of the calamity. Passages somewhat 
similar occur in the prophets, but none 
equal to this. ms , as well as 

nsc, are instances of parono¬ 
masia. Comp. Job xv. 24, xxx. 3, 
xxxviii. 27. r‘is£n form a 

_ " w • — 

Hendiadys, and describe the high towers 
or turrets, at the angles of fortified walls. 
Gesenius assumes an obsolete root ■}:£ , 
to separate , divide into classes , as that 
from which ras , a turret , is derived ; but 

T » " 


there is no occasion to depart from its 
usual derivation from the Piel of n"3 , 

i ♦ 

to cause to turn. It thus signifies what 
is at the turning , corner , or angle of a 
building, and that whether at the top 
or the bottom. Tacitus, describing the 
walls of Jerusalem, says: “ Per artem 
obliquos et introrsum sinuatos, ut latera 
oppugnantium ad ictus, pQtescerent.” 
Hist. lib. v. cap. 11, $ 5. 

17. » or, as in some MSS. and 


editions, QI"lS , flesh. Arab. ^ <v l ; caro . 

Root anS , to eat. tjCW may, by zeugma, 
be made to govern QttsnS as well ns cm, 

4 

but it is preferable to supply the substan¬ 
tive verb after . For the latter 

1 

figure, comp. Job xx. 7. 

18. — C A , also — also t meaning 

both the one and the other. As here 
with a negative, neither — nor. “Fire” 
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Of all the inhabitants of the land. 

is often used figuratively to denote war, 16, xxvi. 11. ^ t* is to be taken in the 

because of its devastating effects* Is. x. sense of wholly, entirely, altogether • 


CHAPTER II. 


A solemn admonition is now given to the Jewish people to repent during the short space 
of time that would be allotted to them before the Chaldean invasion, 1, 2: followed by 
an exhortation to the pious to persevere in their devotednees to God, and the Interests 
oi righteousness. 3. The prophet then proceeds to foretell the destruction of those nations 
which had always been hostile to the Jews, as the Philistines, 4—7; the Moabites and 
Ammonites, 8—10; parenthetically, the idols of the nations, 11; the Ethiopians, 12; and 
the Assyrians, 13—15. 


1 Bend yourselves, and be ye bent, 

O nation not desired ! 

2 Before the birth of the decree ; 

The day passeth away as chaff; 

Before there come upon you the burning anger of Jehovah; 
Before there come upon you the day of anger of Jehovah. 


1. ip'ip} , the Hithpolel and 

Kal conjugations joined for the sake of 
intensity. Comp. Is. xxiv. 19. The 
words have been variously rendered. 
LXX. (rvvax&TlTs /cal (ruvSe^7jT€. Vulg. 
convenite et congregamini. De Wette, 
priifet &uch, ja priifet . Gesenius, collect 
yourselves and be ye collected; i. e. col¬ 
lect your thoughts, look into your own 
mind, prove yourselves; thus agreeing 
with De Wette, after the interpretation 
of Pagninus, Vatablus, Cocceius, and 
others. Ewald, erbleichet und bleichet. 
Most refer to awj? as the root, which sig¬ 
nifies in Poel to collect stubble, wood, etc.; 
but it is never U9ed with respect to human 
beings. I prefer deriving it from , 
to bend, be bent. Arab. H* incur- 

vavit arcus more ; incurvatus fuit senex. 
Heuce nip, a bow , from its being bent. 


Bend yourselves, and be ye bent , will then 
be the proper rendering. Comp, the use 
of hfl'jj» 1° b° w down. Is. lx. 14. The 
prophet calls the Jews to deep humility 
before God on account of their manifold 
Bins. Because pBB signifies to be pale, 
Gesenius renders the words nV 'isr 
t]B55 , O nation not ashamed! but TjOS 
never denotes to be pale from a feeling 
of shame, but as the effect of desire, the 
verb everywhere else expressing the idea 
of pining, longing, being intensely desir¬ 
ous of any object. The phrase sV, 
not desired, is here used by litotes for 
abominated, hated. 

2. The Divine decree or purpose of 
punishment announced in the preceding 
chapter, is here tropically represented as 
a pregnant female near the time of her 
delivery. The words ci 1 ' nBV yiiss , as 

* k - T I T 
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3 Seek ye Jehovah, all ye humble of the land* 

Who perform his judgments; 

Seek righteousness, seek humility, 

If perhaps ye may be hid 

In the day of the anger of Jehovah. 

4 For Gaza shall be forsaken, 

And Askelon a desolation ; 

As for Ashdod, they shall drive her out at noon-day, 
And Ekron shall be rooted up. 

5 Woe to the inhabitants of the line of the sea! 

The nation of Iverethites! 

The word of Jehovah is against you; 

O Canaan! the land of the Philistines, 


I will destroy thee, that there 

chaff the day passetk, do not refer to the 
coming of the period of calamity, but 
the rapid lapse of the time of repentance. 
The image of chaff is always used of 
that which flies quickly aw r ay, never of 
what comes to any one. They are in¬ 
troduced parenthetically. The sentence 
nirf’ ns ypn sis" - sV enua 

_ I — 1 •• x *■ •« * 

. ■ ■ ■ • • ■ » 

is wanting in six of Kcnnicott’s MSS., 
probably in two more, and originally in 
eight of De Rossi's. It is also omitted in 
the Arabic version. The declaration, with 
the trifling change of a single word, is 
properly repented for the sake of emphasis. 

3. The prophet here addresses himself 
to the afflicted and humble among his 
people, from whom some hope of a belter 
state of things might be expected. ‘V-.5*, 
rendered perhaps, is not intended to ex¬ 
press a doubt respecting the safety of the 
pious, but the extreme difficulty of escap¬ 
ing the threatened judgment. The poor 
of the land were left by Nebuzar-adan 
to be vine-dressers and husbandmen. 2 
Kings xxv. 12. 

4. The connective force of the particle 
, for, with which this verse com men- 

i ** 

ccs, lies in the universality of the calam¬ 
ity which was about to come, not upon 
the Jews only, but upon all the nations 
with which they had been brought into 
contact. There would be no country to 

42 


shall be no inhabitant. 

which they might flee for safety, for all 
were to be visited by the Chaldeans. For 
the cities of the Philistines here specified, 
see on the parallel prophecy, Amos i. 
6 — 8; and Is. xx. 1 . rins , the me- 

• " T t 

ridian or noon , being the hottest part of 
the day, is generally spent by the Orien¬ 
tals in sleep, and is the less likely time 
for any military operations to be carried 
on. 2 Sam. iv. 5; Jer, vi. 4, xv. 8. 
The paronomasias, rinr.ty T.~V and "pipy 
•pi’T' , are not to be overlooked. 

5. This and the two following verses 
contain an amplification of the predic¬ 
tion against the Philistines. Vsn , 

w . ^ *« i ■ " 

* mm 

LXX. tJ> axolvifftia ttjs baXaffaps, the line 
of the sea , i. e. the region or coast along 
the sea-shore, and so called from the 
custom of using a cord or line in meas¬ 
uring off or dividing a territory. Comp, 
with the same application, rpri , the 
coast of the sea , Jer. xlvii. 7 ; Ezck. xxv. 
16. By G■'ia, nation of Cretians , 
we are not to understand the actual in¬ 
habitants of Crete, but the Philistines, a 
nation descended from those who origi¬ 
nally emigrated from that island, and 
took possession of the south-west coast 

of Palestine. Q-ntiVs , the name of 

™ ■ 

the PhilistineSy properly signifies the 
emigrants , from 'oVs . Eth. Wirt, 
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6 And the line of the sea shall be pastures, 

With cisterns for shepherds, 

And folds for sheep. 

1 Yea, the line shall be for the remnant of the house of Judah. 
Thereupon shall they feed; 

In the houses of Askclon shall they lie down at even; 

For Jehovah their God shall visit them, 

And reverse their captivity. 

8 I have heard the reproach of Moab, 

And the rcvilings of the sons of Ammon, 

Who have reviled my people, 

And carried themselves haughtily against their border. 

9 Wherefore, as I live, saith Jehovah of hosts, 

The God of Israel: 

■Surely Moab shall be as Sodom, 

And the sons of Ammon as Gomorrah; 

A region of overrunning brambles and salt pits, 

And a perpetual desolation ; 

The remnant of my people shall plunder them, 

And the residue of my nation shall possess them. 

10 This shall happen to them for their pride, 

Because they reproached and carried themselves haughtily, 
Against the people of Jehovah of hosts. 

to rove, migrate . According to Stephen 7. Instead of being any longer annoyed 
of Byzantium, Gaza was originally by the Philistines, the Jews, restored to 
called Minoa , after Minos, king of their land, would occupy the territory as 
Crete, who, with his two brothers, Ara- described in the preceding verse, 
kus and Khadamanthus, undertook an 8—10. Comp, the parallel prophecies 
expedition to the coast, and gave the city against Moab, Is. xv. xvi.; Jcr. xlviii.; 
his own name. Comp. Deut. ii. 23 ; 1 Amos ii. 1—3; and Ammon. Jcr. xlix, 
Sam. xxx. 14 ; Jer. xlvii. 4 ; Ezek. xxv. 1—6 ; Amos i. 13—15. by means 

16 ; Amos ix. 7. is: a , Canaan, which to carry one's self haughtily againft any 
is not only employed to designate the one. There is no occasion to supply r^s 
whole country taken possession of by the or a^y other noun. The suffix in 
Hebrews, but more specially Phoenicia, has for its antecedent. The formu¬ 
la here to be understood as restricted to las vi, I living, or as I live , vor. 9, 

the country of the Philistines. and r 4 .n* “n , C’rt'ln* , as Jehovah, 

6. It is thought by some that there is as God liveth, are solemn modes of ex- 
an allusion to E^rns in the word r‘-o , pression, by which the Divine Existence 
which properly signifies wells or cisterns, is pledged for the certainty of the dec- 
from rna , to dig. Instead of continu- larations which they introduce. » 

ing to be a thickly populated and well a drawing, or extending out , from , 
cultivated country, the land of the Phil- cognate , to draw out, extend . As 
istines should be converted into a region connected with bramble , it denotes the 
fit only to be occupied by nomades. overspreading or overrunning of that 
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11 Jehovah is to be feared above all the gods of the earth, 
For he will cause them to waste away; 

And all the inhabitants of the maritime regions 
Shall worship him—each from his place. 

12 Also ye, O ye Cushites ! 

Shall be slain by my sword. 

13 And he will stretch forth his hand over the north, 

And destroy Assyria; 

He will also make Nineveh waste, 

An arid region like the desert. 

14 And flocks shall lie down in the midst of her; 

All the wild beasts of the nations; 

Both the pelican and the porcupine 
Shall take up their abode in her capitals; 

A voice shall sing in the windows, 


shrub. hVtt , a pit or excavation, 

such as are found in the vicinity of the 
Dead Sea, in which, when it overflows 
in spring, its water is collected, and pure 
salt obtained by evaporation. The idea 
conveyed by both metaphors is that of 
sterility and desolation. 

11. This verse connects so slightly 
with the preceding, and, as the former 
part is usually rendered, affords so little 
suitable a sense, that I eannot but regard 
the suffix in as possessing an an- 

ticipative pronominal reference to 'n'is 
ynsn , the gods of the earth , with re¬ 
spect to whom Jehovah was to show him¬ 
self worthy of exclusive veneration by 
effecting their destruction. In Hebrew 
poetry the pronoun or pronominal affix 
frequently occurs before the noun. See 
on Is. xxviii. 26. ’While announcing 
the destruction of the surrounding idol¬ 
atrous nations, the prophet was inspired 
to predict the gradual, but certain des¬ 
truction of idolatry universally through¬ 
out the earth. The period predicted 
should be one in which all peculiarity of 
local worship would cease, and Divine 
worship be acceptable wherever presented 
in sincerity and truth. Comp. Mai. i. 
11; John iv. 21—24 ; 1 Cor. i. 2. For 
the phrase qtvV 9 , comp. Ps. xevi. 


4. The tt prefixed in expresses 

simply the locality in which the persons 
spoken of resided. Compare fr'ztz , 
, Vtt-’w , rrT'tt , etc. nn , Arab. 

■ * - T « V'V V T T 



to make thin, lean , diminish , cause 


to waste away, and to destroy. LXX. 
^o\o&peu<rei. The knowledge and wor¬ 
ship of the true God were to be extended 
not only over the vast continental regions 
of the globe, but over those which border¬ 
ed on, or existed in the sea. In , 

' " ■■ V 

the isles, or maritime regions, there is, as 
usual, a special reference to the West; 
though in connection with Vz. all, the 
universality of such regions is intended. 
The passage is strictly Messianic, since 
the accomplishment of the prediction has 
been, and is being effected by means of 
the gospel. 

12. For Cush, see on Is. xi. 11, 
xviii. 1. The prophecy received its ful¬ 
filment when Nebuchadnezzar invaded 
and conquered Egypt, w-ith ■whose mili¬ 
tary operations and fate the Ethiopians 
were more or less mixed up. Jcr. xlvi. 
9; Ezek, xxx. 5, 9. There is, indeed, 
reason to think that Egypt herself is de¬ 
signed to be included in the term os here 
employed. 

13—15. From the remote South into 
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Desolation shall be in the thresholds, 

For the cedar-work is laid bare. 

15 This is the exulting city which dwelt securely. 

Which said in her heart, 

I am, and besides me there is none. 

Ilow she is become desolate! 

A resting-place for wild beasts! 

Every one that passeth by her shall hiss, 

He shall shake his hand. 

which the prophet had carried his hear- a collection of animals, just as q? , peo - 
ers, he turns suddenly back to the North, pie , does, Prov. xxx. 25, 26; but it is 
where there still existed a mighty em- rather to be regarded as synonymous with 
pire, which must of necessity be over- y-s , land, country; only restricting it 
thrown, before the Divine sword, i. e. the to the particular country in which Kin- 
arms of Babylon, could reach the eoun- e veh had been situated ; so that the 
tries against which he had denounced the phrase will be equivalent to y- n , 
judgments of GoJ. This empire was the Gen. i. 24. The LXX. render irdvra ra 
Assyrian, which was drawing towards its T r qs y ^ % Targ. jinn nr-n , all 

end, and was actually subverted when the beasts of the field. The\ in 

Nineveh was taken and destroyed by is merely para gogic. For rsp. and-ispi 
Cyaxares and Nabopolassar, b. c. 625. 

It is this catastrophe, with its disastrous 
consequences, which Zcphaniah so graph¬ 
ically describes in these verses. So eom- er *> an< l convert 2“ n, desolation , into 2 * ”, 
pletely was the celebrated metropolis of raven , but without sufficient ground. See 
the ancient world to be desolated, that Maurer, who, in opposition to Hitzig, 
not even the Noinades would seek a tem- takes both words in their usual accepta- 
porary shelter among her ruins. They tion. nns, the Piel of pny , is here 
should only be inhabited by the wild used impersonally, and is best rendered 
beasts of the desert. That by q't? we in the passive. “>iriES , chapiter , see on 

1 'i _ ' 

are to understand herds of savage ani- Amos ix. 1. By rsins is meant the 

^ ■ 

mals, and not flocks of sheep, goats, etc., wainscoting and fine carved cedar work 
is apparent from the mention made in the with which the walls, ceiling, etc., of the 
parallelism of ’inTr “^2 , every wild houses were ornamented. For the lan- 
beast of the nation Vi , nation , has by guage of pride and carnal security ex- 
some been thought to stand poetically for pressed in ver. 15, comp. Is. xlvii. 8. 


CHAPTER III. 

Having digressed to predict the fate of the surrounding nations. Zephaniah returns to his 
own countrymen, and specially directs his prophecy against Jerusalem, the leading per¬ 
sons in which had persevered in wickedness in spite of all the warnings which they had 


see on Is. xxxiv. 11. Some interpret Vp 
of the Arab the demon of the dcs- 
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received, 1—7. After addressing the pious members of the theocracy, and encouraging 
them to wait for the development of the Divine purposes, 8, he proceeds to predict the 
conversion of the Gentiles, 9, and of the Jews, 10; describes their character when con¬ 
verted, 11—13; congratulates them on their deliverance, and enjoyment of the presence 
of their heavenly King, 14—17; and concludes by adverting to the circumstances con¬ 
nected with their return to Palestine after their conversion, 18—20. 


1 Wo to the rebellious and polluted, 
The oppressing city ! 

2 She listened not to the voice, 

She received not instruction ; 

She trusted not in Jehovah, 

She drew not near to her God. 

3 Her princes in the midst of her 
Are roaring lions: 

Q / 

Her judges are evening wolves ; 
They gnaw no bones in the morning. 

4 Her prophets are vain-glorious, 

Hypo critical men; 

Her priests profane what is sacred ; 
They do violence to the law. 


1. It has been thought by some that 
in ntp'ijs, rebellious, as here applied to 
Jerusalem, there is a play upon the name 
of Moriah, on which the temple 

was built. If so, it was calculated to 
suggest to the minds of the Jews the 
gross inconsistency of their laying claim 
to any connection with that sacred place, 
while they obstinately refused to obey the 
law of God, The root is sntt , cognate 
with rnw , to prove refractory, rebel. 
The LXX. rendering the word by 4tt t- 
<?avhs, illustrious, have doubtless mis¬ 
taken it as coming from rwn , to see; os 
the Syr. likewise has done, rendering 

• . . noted, celebrated, , the 

Benon. participle of r:5*, to rage , be 
cruel, oppressive, etc. "What the prophet 
has in his eye is the rage and cruelty with 
which the idolatrous inhabitants perse¬ 
cuted Buch as adhered to the worship and 
service of Jehovah, as well as their op¬ 


pression of the widows, orphans, etc. 
See Jcr. xxii. 3. 

2—4. Not only did the inhabitants 
generally refuse to receive instruction 
from the Lord, and alienate their affec¬ 
tions from him and his service, but the 
rulers, both civil and ecclesiastical, 
evinced the grossest dereliction of duty, 
and the most flagrant inconsistency of 

LJ w 

character. , evening wolves, 

■ m 

i. e. wolves winch come forth from the 
forests or other lurking places in the even¬ 
ing, and, greedy with hunger, seize or 
devour during the night, whatever ani¬ 
mals they fall in with. Comp. llab. i. 
8, Avkoi voterfptvo\ , Oppiau. Cynogct. 3, 
266. The voracious and insatiable cu¬ 
pidity of the judges is further expressed 
by “pbV , nothing is cmunchcd 

in the morning; i. e. all is devoured in 
the night, and not so much as a bone 
left to be gnawed in the morning, r-a 
is here used impersonally. Thus, as to the 
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5 Jehovah, the righteous One, is in the midst of her, 

He doeth no injustice ; 

Every morning he bringeth his judgment to light, 

It is not lacking ; 

But the unjust know no shame. 

6 I have cut off the nations; 

Their corner-stones are laid waste; 

I have made their streets desolate, 

"Without any one passing through them. 

Their cities are destroyed ; they are without a man ; 
There is no inhabitant. 

7 I said : Only fear me ; 

Receive instruction; 

That her habitation might not be cut off, 

According to all that I had appointed concerning her: 
But they rose up early ; 

They corrupted all their doings. 


sense, the LXX. and Vulg. ovx inroAhrov- 
70 ; non relinquebant. The prophets, in¬ 
stead of evincing that gravity and humil¬ 
ity which became those who professed to 
deliver Divine messages, were B‘Ttn/ 52 , 
light and vain-glorious persons, trifling 
with the most serious subjects, and car¬ 
rying themselves haughtily towards oth¬ 
ers. The verb trns properly signifies to 
boil up like water. Comp. Gen. xlix. 4 ; 

Jud. ix. 4 ; Jer. xxiii. 32. Arab, <\ 

8iiperbivit. The priests were equally cor¬ 
rupt. They made no distinction between 
the holy and profane, and distorted the 
meaning of the law, when expounding 
it to the people. Comp. Ezek. xxii. 26, 
where similar language is used, and ex¬ 
plained. 

5. Jehovah had his residence in the 
temple, connected with the daily wor¬ 
ship, in which were those unfailing rev¬ 
elations of the rectitude of his character 
that brought to view a glorious pattern, 
which it was the duty of the Jews to 
imitate; but, hardened in wickedness, 
they were conscious of no feelings of 
shame. npxs ^£ 23 , in the morn¬ 
ing in the morning , i. e. according to 


a common Hebrew idiom, every morn¬ 
ing. 

6. Besides the plentiful instruction 
with which the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
had been furnished by the public institu¬ 
tions that existed among them, and from 
which they might conclude what pun¬ 
ishment they had to expect if they per¬ 
sisted in sin, they had examples from 
which to take warning in the desolate 
condition to which other nations had 
been reduced on account of their wicked¬ 
ness. Under the long and happy reign 
of Josiah, the Jews enjoyed rest and tran¬ 
quillity until the last year, while other 
neighboring nations were laid waste; for 
it was during his reign that the great 
incursion of the Scythians into western 
Asia took place, while Judea was spared. 

MichaeliB. rt3S is here to be taken in 

^ • 

its literal acceptation of corner-stone , but 
the ruin or desolation of the building 
resting upon it i9 implied. Jinx: is the 
Niphal of mx , to cut doicn t lay waste. 

7. -k-i-p and are both futures 

used as imperatives. In r: *vc and tv Vs 

1 T T V T 

is a change, by no means uncommon, of 
the seeond person to the third. In Vs 
there is an ellipsis of x, according to. 
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8 Nevertheless, wait for me, saith Jehovah, 

In the Jay when I rise for the prey; 

For my determination is to assemble the nations, 

To gather the kingdoms ; 

To pour out upon them my fury, 

All the heat of my anger; 

For by the fire of my jealousy 
The whole earth shall be consumed. 

9 For then I will turn to the nations a pure language, 
That they may all invoke the name of Jehovah ; 
That they may serve him with one accord. 


V? “pS is not to be here taken in the 
Bense of punishing, but of appointing for 
punishment. Comp. Jer. xv. 3. The ap¬ 
pointed and threatened judgments should 
be averted from Jerusalem, if the inhab¬ 
itants would only turn from their evil 
ways, and walk in the fear of the Lord. 
Such was the announcement which he 
graciously made to them by his servants 
the prophets; but, instead of reforming, 
they addicted themselves more sedulously 
and entirely to the practice of iniquity, 
t'srn , to rise early , is frequently used 
in the Hebrew Scriptures in a tropical 
sense, to indicate that a person does any¬ 
thing with preparedness or full purpose of 
mind. The primary idea conveyed by 
the verb seems to be that of placing the 
burdens on the shoulders of camels, etc., 
before setting out on a journey, which, 
in the East, is done very early in the 
morning. Root shoulder , Eth. 

iW*: bajulavit . AiVv^ J onus 
imposuit humeris. 

8. Most expositors interpret the words 
iiDiq , expect or wait for me y as if they 
were addressed to the profligate charac¬ 
ters described in the preceding verse, but 
this construction is admissible only on 
the principle of their being applied iron¬ 
ically, since the phrase is never used 
except in a good sense. Yet even this 
but ill suits the entire connection. I 
consider them to form an apostrophe to 
the pious among the Jews, calling upon 
them to look forward, amid all the calam¬ 


ities which were approaching, to the glo¬ 
rious period which these calamities were 
designed to usher in, and which the 

w 

prophet specially describes in the follow¬ 
ing verses. The LXX., and all the other 
Greek versions, as also the Syr., render 
■ty , by testimony or witness ; a significa¬ 
tion which only attaches to the letters 
when pointed *ry . The signification of 
prey is more appropriate here. Compare 
for this signification Gen. xlix. 27 ; Is. 
xxxiii. 23. "What is meant by rising up 
to the prey is explained in the following 
clause of the verse. Indeed, the very 
derivation of the word from r.”V , to pass 
on in a hostile manner, to rush upon t at¬ 
tack ; Arab. irruit in aliquem ; 

A-f 1 ■ inimici, hostes ; at once sug¬ 
gests the ideas of conflict and destruc¬ 
tion. 

9. From this verse to the end of the 
book the prophecy relates exclusively to 
Messianic times. The rtr, pu- 

1 •. i « 

rijied lip or language, means the profes¬ 
sion of pure religion, a language freed 
from the polluted names of idols, and of 
every abomination connected with their 
worship. As this was to be realized by 
the nations, the , as distinguished 

m 

from the Jews, it follows that the Bpread 
of Christianity, and the consequent sub¬ 
version of idolatry throughout the world, 
are here specifically predicted. This pre¬ 
diction, however, has hitherto been only 
partially fulfilled. By the gospel, indeed, 
idolatry has been dislodged from many 
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10 From beyond the rivers of Cush, 

My suppliants, the daughter of my dispersed, 
Shall bring my offering. 


parts of the globe, but its place has to a 
gieat extent been occupied by the pollu¬ 
tions of antichristian systems of worship, 
while vast regions are still the scenes of 
varied and most degrading idolatrous 
abominations. And, as to the unity so 
strikingly expressed by -tn.y. cr/s , one 
shoulder , whatever there may be of that 
real substantial unity which binds all 
true believers to Christ as their Head, 
and to one another as members of the 
same family, there is still a deplorable 
want of the visible manifestation of one¬ 
ness in obeying the laws of Christ, and 
obeying the ordinances of his house. 
These laws are spoken of as a burden, 
Matt. xi. 20; Acts xv. 28 ; Rev. ii. 24 ; 
and the metaphor here employed by the 
prophet is taken from two persons jointly 
carrying a burden between them, shoulder 
to shoulder. Compare the use of dpo&v- 
pafibv, Acts i. 14; ii. 1, 46 ; iv. 24; v. 12; 
xv. 25; Rom. xv. 6. What has pre¬ 
vented the outward visibility of the unity 
of believers has been, that some of them 
have added burdens of their own to that 
of the Redeemer, while others have sub¬ 
mitted to those imposed by men profess¬ 
ing to be acting by his authority, but who 
have had no Scripture warranty for their 
pretensions. Until there is a return to 
an unanimous adherence to the simplicity 
which is in Christ, there can be no such 
unity as that taught in this verse. Yet 
for such the Bible teaches us to look; 
and it behooves every Christian to do 
whatever lies in his power, in order to 
bring about so blessed a consummation. 
Comp. 2 Cor. vi. 14, yivta&e ere- 
po^uyovvTts 6 ,ttI(ttois \ and 1 Cor. i. 10, 
tJtc 5c Karifprurpivoi iv rtp aurtp vot Kal 
tv Tp airrj) 

10. Having foretold the conversion of 
the Gentiles, the prophet in this verse 
prediets that of the Jews; quite in ac¬ 
cordance with other passages of Scrip¬ 


ture, in which they are placed in juxta¬ 
position w r ith each other, , my 

suppliants , from nrs , to burn incense 

— T 

to a divinity ; pray t supplicate . Arab. 


r . bonos odores spiravit , Syr. 

fumavit odore suavi. Comp. Rev. v. 8, 
where the prayers of saints are called 
&vfiuipaTa, odors or incense, and Ps. exli. 
2, where David compares liis prayer to 
r.“! t 2 p , the Hebrew synonyme for incense. 
"Who the worshippers are, the prophet ex¬ 
plains in the following words: , 

the daughter of my dispersed, i. e. by a 
common Hebrew idiom, my dispersed 
people t the Jews; and the locality in 
which we are directed to look for them 
is "i23P t beyond the rivers of 

Cushy i. e. Ethiopia or Abyssinia itself, 
the rivers of which enclose it on the 
north. See on Is. xviii. 1, where the 
same phraseology occurs, but where the 
Ethiopians, and not the Jews, are the 
subjects of the prophecy. It is a well 
ascertained fact, though all the historical 
circumstances with which it is connected 
have not yet been brought to light, that 
there has long existed in the west of 
Abyssinia, a people called Falashas, or 

emigrants (from the Eth. 
to migrate; hence { a sojourn¬ 


er, stranger , the root from which , 

■ ^ s 

Philistine, is derived, and for the same 
reason), who maintain that they derived 
their origin from Palestine, and all of 
whom profess the Jewish religion. They 
are identified, as to physical traits, not 
with the African races living in Ethio¬ 
pia, but with the tribes of Arabia. They 
have their own government conceded to 
them by the Negus, or king of Ethiopia. 
When Bruce was there they had a Jew¬ 
ish king named Gideon, and his queen, 
Judith. Considering how gteatly the 
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11 In that day thou shalt not be ashamed 
On account of all thy doings, 

By which thou hast transgressed against me; 

For then I will remove from the midst of thee 
Thy proud exulters ; 

And thou shalt no more be haughty in my holy mountain. 

12 And I will leave in the midst of thee 
An humble and poor people. 

And they shall trust in the name of Jehovah. 

13 The residue of Israel shall not commit injustice ; 

They shall not speak lies; 

Neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth ; 
But they shall feed and lie down, 

And none shall make them afraid. 

14 Rejoice, O daughter of Zion ! 

Shout, O Israel! 

Be joyful and exult with all thy heart, 

O daughter of Jerusalem! 

15 Jehovah hath removed thy judgments ; 


Christianity of Abyssinia has been mixed 
up with Judaism, there is ever)’ reason 
to believe that most of the early converts 
in that country belonged to this very peo¬ 
ple. That the Falashas are part of the 
dispersed people whose conversion is here 
predicted, I can have no doubt. They 
are singled out as a separate portion of 
the scattered seed of Abraham, most 
probably on account of the peculiar cir¬ 
cumstances in which they have lived 
during the dispersion. Their bringing 
of Jehovah’s offering does not necessarily 
imply that they are, on their conversion, 
to come with gifts to Jerusalem ; all that 
is intended mav only be mirua rn:^ , 

w v ; i • 

the pure offering , which, under the new 
dispensation, was to be presented in ev¬ 
ery place. See Mai. i. 11; and comp, 
ver. 9. 

11—13. These verses contain a des¬ 
cription of restored and regenerated Is¬ 
rael. The not being ashamed of their 
sinful‘practices does not mean their not 
feeling a compunctious sense of their 
intrinsic odiousness and dements, but 
is expressive of the gTeat change that 

43 


should take place in the outward con¬ 
dition of the Jews. That condition into 
which they have been brought by their 
obstinate rebellion against Jehovah and 
his Messiah, is one of disgrace. When 
recovered out of it, all the marks of 
shame and infamy shall be removed. 
The Pharisaic spirit of pride, and the 
vain confidence in the temple and the 
temple worship, which proved the ruin 
of the nation, shall be taken awav. The 
converted residue shall be a people hum¬ 
ble and poor in spirit, Matt. v. 3, xi. 5, 
and of a truly righteous and upright 
character; and having fled for refuge to 
the hope set before them in the gospel, 
shall be safe under the protecting care of 
their heavenly Father. 

14. A call to the converted Israelites, 
restored to their own land, .and especially 
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to exult 
in their distinguished experience of the 
Divine loving-kindness. 

15. This and the following verses fur¬ 

nish the reasons why the Jews should 
indulge in exultation. , in Kal, to 

u 1 T 

turn; in Picl, to cause to turn out of the 
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He hath cleared away thine enemies; 

The King of Israel, Jehovah, is in the midst of thee, 
Thou shalt see calamity no more. 

16 In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear not 
O Zion ! let not thy hands be feeble ; 

17 Jehovah thy God is in the midst of thee, 

The Mighty One, that will save; 

He will rejoice over thee with gladness, 

He will be silent in his love 1 

He will exult over thee with a shout of joy. 

18 I will gather those that are grieved for the festivals, 
(They were of thee ;) 

Burdened with reproach for her sake. 

19 Behold! I will deal with all thine oppressors at that time, 


way , remove, destroy. Instead of 
thine enemy , thirty-two MSS., originally 
six more, and two by correction, read 
tpanfet thine enemies, which reading is 
also supported by two early editions, the 
Babyl. Talmud, and all the versions. For 
•'NiP, sixty-eight MSS., and among 
these some of the most accurate 
Spanish, read *’en ,, P . In the full en¬ 
joyment of the presence of their God, 
the converted Jews should have nothing 
to fear. 

17. A beautiful description of the de¬ 
light which Jehovah shall take in his 
recovered people, and of their consequent 
and continuous happiness. The phrase 
insnNa has occasioned some dif- 

ficulty to interpreters. Houbigant, after 
the LXX. and Syr., and following him 
Newcome, and recently Ewald, propose 
to readr^im , “ he will renew his love 
but this verb nowhere occurs in Hiphil, 
and the conjectural emendation is wholly 
unnecessary. 5)nn , to be dumb, keep 
silence, has the same signification in Ili- 
phil, to be silent, not to speak, and is here 
very appropriately employed to express 
the non-remembrance of iniquity. Justly 
as God might set the sins of his people 
before them, he, in the exercise of his 
love, makes no mention of them, having 
freely forgiven them for the sake of the 
atonement made by his only-begotten 


Son. Comp. Ps. xxxii. 2 ; Jer. xxxi. 
34 ; Ezek. xxxiii. 16. 

18. n.v,of which q* 3?,3 is theXiphal 
participle, has two significations, that of 
being pained or grieved , and that of be¬ 
ing separated, removed, etc. Both deri¬ 
vations may be supported by the Arab. 



•* 

avovit. 


doluit, and Conj. iv. procul a se 
The former, which is here most 


approved, fully meets the exigency of the 
passage, and may be said to imply the 
latter. The Jews, in a state which ren¬ 


dered it impossible for them to celebrate 
their sacred festivals at Jerusalem, are 


represented as filled w’ith grief when they 
reflected on the privileges of their ances¬ 
tors. festival, is here a noun of 

multitude. on her account, is intro- 

f •/ » 

dueed, for the sake of emphasis, between, 
the words , the lifting up, 

or utterance of reproach, which would 
otherwise have appeared in the construct 
state. By metonymy, the Jews, who are 
the objects of such reproach, are intended. 
Comp. Micah vi. 16. The feminine suf¬ 
fix in n*Vy refers to Jerusalem or Zion, 
understood: the change of person is, as 
frequently, for the sake of effect. The 
various reading , though supported 
by mor|than twelve MSS., theTarg. and 
Syr., is most probably an emendation. 

19. pk rfo* , means to deal with, in 

-• -m 9 
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And will save her that haltcth, 

And collect the expelled, 

And make them a praise and a name, 

In every country where they have been put to shame 
20 At that time I will bring you in, 

Even at the time when I collect you,; 

Yea, I will make you a name and a praise 
Amonor all the nations of the earth, 

O 

When I reverse your captivity in their sight, 


Saitli Jehovah. 

the way of retribution or punishment. 

Yulff. interficiam . Tar". T2? S2S 

C7, I Kill make an end of. The restora- 
■ 

tion of the Jews is uniformly represented 
as taking place in connection with the 
destruction of those nations that are hos¬ 
tile to the cause of God, and that shall, 
in a special manner, oppose the accom¬ 
plishment of his purpose respecting the 
final deliverance of that long depressed 
and scattered, yet beloved people. Comp. 
Is. lix. 17—21, bevi. 15, 16. rryVs, 
halting , and driven away, cast 

out, express the deplorable circumstances 
of the Jews during the dispersion; and 
the verbal forms indicate that such shall 
be their condition till the time of resto¬ 
ration. The illustrious character of that 
restoration, however, shall redound to the 
celebrity of the covenant people in all 
the countries where they have been the 
objects of reproach and ignominy, y-i s , 
land % is used collectively for pv^s, 
lands , and £**32 , the land of their 

shame , means the countries in which they 
have been the objects of contumely and 
disgrace. Ezck. xxxiv. 29. The occur¬ 


rence of the nrticle in , which is in 

■ 1 •; t t 

construction with orviz , is contrary to 
rule, but is otherwise not without exam¬ 
ples. See Josh. iii. 17; 1 Sam. ii. 13; 
2 Kings vii. 13. In such cases, however, 
the article is generally repeated before 
the following noun. See Josh. viii. 11 ; 
Jer. xxv. 26. Some would account for 
the irregularity by an understood repeti¬ 
tion of the noun, thus, V'S V'Kr; - Vr 3 

1 1 V V I V 1 t . 

trvi-3. 

i : t 

20. After c3supply crx-S3. 

___ " " » r . 

The n in r>'3i is exegetical. The period 
of the reintroduction of the Jews into 
their own land is here rendered distin¬ 
guish in gly prominent by repeated and 
pointed reference. So wonderful, how¬ 
ever, shall be the circumstances connected 
with the event, that they shall scarcely 
believe it when it happens, how greatly 
and how long soever they may have de¬ 
sired it. Jehovah, to remove all doubts, 
declares that he will bring it about before 
their eyes ; i. e. it shall certainly become 
the object of their delightful contempla¬ 
tion. 
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PREFACE. 

It is generally thought that the prophet Haggai was among the Hebrew 
exiles who returned with Zcrubbabel, and Joshua the high priest, from Baby¬ 
lon in the year ». c. 536, when Cyrus granted them their liberty, and ordered 
them to be furnished with what was necessary for the restoration of the 
temple at. Jerusalem. His book itself vouches for the fact that he proph¬ 
esied in the reign of Darius Hystaspis, who ascended the Persian throne 
B. c. 521. Having been interrupted in building the temple by an interdict, 
which the Samaritans obtained from Smerdis the usurper, the Jews became 
in some measure indifferent to the work; and when Darius came to the 
throne, an event which must have deprived the prohibition of all authority, 
instead of vigorously recommencing their labors, the more influential persons 
among them pretended that, as the prophecy of the seventy years applied 
to the temple as well as to the captivity in Babylon, and they were only yet 
in the sixty-eighth year, the proper time for rebuilding it had not arrived, 
and gave their whole attention to the erection of splendid mansions for 
themselves. 

t 

To rouse them from their selfish indifference to the claims of religion, 
Haggai and Zechariah were commissioned, in the second year of Darius, 
i. e. b. c. 520, to deliver to them rousing appeals from Jehovah. These 
appeals had the desired effect, and the work proceeded with vigor. 

The book is made up of five messages, which were all delivered, at suc¬ 
cessive periods, within the short space of three months. They are so exceed¬ 
ingly brief, that they are, not without reason, supposed to be only a summary 
or epitome of the original discourses. 

The style of Haggai is not distinguished by any peculiar excellence; yet 
he is not destitute of pathos and vehemence, when reproving his countrymen 
for their negligence, and exhorting them to the performance of duty. To 
these, the interrogatory form which he frequently adopts, in no small degree 
contributes. He is not without elevation when predicting the future. Cer¬ 
tain portions of the book are purely historical; and the rest, though exhibit¬ 
ing more or less of the parallelism of members which characterizes the 
usual prophetic style, are but faintly rhythmical. The phrases, rvr.*' qso 

, are frequently repeated, rrirp qn 3 occurs not less than 
thrice in a single verse, chap. ii. 4. 

ys3 nnka , ii. 3; 1ii* 6 J Dt.H 1 * VS* ii. 16, are peculiar, and 
indicate the Chaldee age. 



CHAPTER I. 


The prophet calls the attention of the principal civil and ecclesiastical authorities to the 
negligence of the people in not building the temple, 1—4; directs that of the people to 
this ns the cause of their want of outward prosperity, 5—11; and subjoins a notice respect¬ 
ing the success with which the delivery of his message was accompanied. 


1 lx the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, 
on the first day of the month, the word of the Lord was com¬ 
municated through Ilaggai the prophet to Zerubbabel, the son 
of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua, the son of 
Josedeeh, tiie high priest, saying: 


1. The Darius here mentioned is Da¬ 
rius the son of Hystaspis, of the family 
of the Achajmenid'eD, who, in consequence 
of an oracle, was raised to the throne of 
Persia, on the death of the usurper Smer* 
dis, jvc. 521, and reigned thirty-six years. 
That this must be the monarch intended 
is obvious from the facts, that Darius the 
Mcde, mentioned Dan. v. 31, ix. 1, lived 
before the return of the Jews from Baby¬ 
lon ; and that Darius Nothus and Darius 
Codomannus flourished, the former nine¬ 
ty-three years after the completion of the 
temple, and the latter at a much later 
period. Darius Hystaspis is represented by 
Herodotus as a mild and benevolent ruler, 
lie protected the Jews from the opposition 
of their enemies, and carried into effect 
the edict of Cyrus, Ezra vi. The name 
, Daryavesh , or, as it appears in 
the cuneiform inscriptions of Perscpolis, 
Danjawus. is derived hy Lassen (iib. d. 
Keilform. Inschriften, p. 158), from the 
root dark, to preserve , with the affirma¬ 
tive awu, the s being the sign of the nom¬ 
inative; and thus signifies conservator. 
Comp. Herodotus, vi, 98, where the sig¬ 
nification epffiTjs, coercer, is given to the 
name. The date in the prophecy is taken 
from the reign of this monarch, because 
at the time he swayed his sceptre over 
all the countries with which the Jews 
were brought into contact, from Lybia 


in Egypt, and the frontiers of Europe, to 
the Oxus and the Indus on the east. 
The months specified by Haggai and 
Zeehariah are those not of the Persian, 
but of the Hebrew year. See Zeeh. i. 7, 
vii. l f viii. 19. Zerubbabel, whose Chal¬ 
dee name was Sheshbazzar, Ezra i. 8, v. 
14 ; comp. v. 16, iii. 8,10, was the grand¬ 
son (^2 is used by Ilaggai in its more 
extended signification) of Shealtiel, of 
the royal house of David, 1 Chron. iii. 
9—19. Cyrus eommitled to his care the 
sacred vessels of the temple, and ap¬ 
pointed him governor of the colony 
which returned to Judea. The title of 
t frS , prefect or governor , by which he 
is designated, is applied to persons bear¬ 
ing rule in provinces or divisions of 
the Persian empire of less extent and 
importance than satrapies. Comp, the 
Pracrit. Pahhha, and the present Turk¬ 


ish Pasha, though the latter word, LiU, 

• * 

Pasha, is rather to be referred to 

Dash, head, commander, ruler . Joshua 
the high priest is repeatedly mentioned 
in the book of Zeehariah, as presiding 


over the Jewish affairs at the same time 
with Zerubbabel. That V"i:>“ inzn, 

T - 1 1 ' 

the high priest, is to be connected, not 
with the more proximate, but with the 
more remote noun, i. e. with y -j i n“ > 
Joshua, is elear, not only from the sim- 
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2 Thus saith Jehovah of hosts : 

Tliis people say, The time is not come, 

The time for the house of Jehovah to be built. 

3 Yea, the word of Jehovah was communicated through lias- 

J O O 

gai the prophet, saying: 

4 Is it time for you, O ye, 

To dwell in your wainscoted houses, 

And this house lie waste ? 

5 Now, therefore, thus saith Jehovah of hosts: 

Consider your ways. 

6 Ye have sown much, but brought in little; 

Ye have eaten, but not had enough; 

Ye have drunk, but not to the full; 


Ye have put on clothing, but 

ilar coherence of FhD, but from all other 
instances in which offices and genealogi¬ 
cal statements are blended. 

2. Simple as are the words xh ry xb 

"iM ry , the construction is somewhat 
*< r 

difficult, owing to the position of the 
infinitive sz. Either we must, with 
Hitzig, give to the former ry the points 
py=npy , now , as in Ps. lxxiv. 6 ; Ezek. 
xxiii. 43 ; or convert x'z into xz of the 
preterite, as one of De Rossi’s MSS. reads, 
and agreeably to the rendering of the 
LXJX., Syr., Vulg., Targ., and Arab.; 
or, what is preferable, regard xh as put 
absolutely for the purpose of more em¬ 
phatically expressing the sentiment that 
the time was not yet really come in 
which to erect the temple. As two of 
the seventy years’ captivity had yet to 
elapse, the colony which had arrived at 
Jerusalem encouraged themselves in their 
neglect of present duty, by assuming that 
the building of the temple was included 
in the calculation, and that, till the full 
time had expired, they were under no 
obligation to recommence the work. 

4. Repeating the word f y , time, which 
he had employed twice, verse 2, the 
prophet makes an appeal full of point 
and cogency to those whom he addresses. 
The use of cpx before czV adds to the 

■ — f 

force of the language. *j £0 signifies to 


none is warm; 

cover, cover over, wainscot, or overlay 
with boards, so that what is predicated of 
the houses is not to be confined to the 
ceiling, but must be extended to the 
walls which were thus covered, at once 
for comfort and ornament. How beau¬ 
tifully the feelings of David, 2 Sam. vii. 
2, contrast with those of the persons re¬ 
proved by Haggai. 

5. The i in -pyi is inferential, while 

'. v - t 

ppy is employed, not in its temporal 
acceptation, but argumentatively, as in 

Ps. ii. 10. rZ'Zn- - Vy qZzzV *ns"v, 

.. ™ ; ■* ■ • ' 

« * * * • 

lit. place your heart upon your ways, an 
idiomatic, but very expressive mode of 
speech. Comp. ver. 7, and ii. 18, twice, 
in the elliptical form szzzb 

6. xzn , b^ZX , ‘iF- and s'izV , are 

t w r w i t 

historical infinitives, which carry forward 
the force of the finite form in ory^-T at 

^ ■ i . . 

V * 

the commencement of the verse, and, at 
the same time, give a greater degree of 
prominence to the actions which they ex¬ 
press. Nothing prospered, and nothing 
could be expected to prosper, while the 
Jews were living in the flagrant neglect 
of their duty. They had brought prop¬ 
erty with them from Babylon, with 
which they had erected splendid houses 
for themselves, but God blasted their 
agricultural and other expectations ; and 
they had nothing in prospect but a sea- 
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And he that earneth wages, earneth them 
To put them into a purse with holes. 

7 Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: 

Consider your ways. 

8 Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, 

And build the house, and I will take pleasure in it, 

That I may be glorified, saith Jehovah. 

9 Ye looked for much, but, behold ! little ; 

And ye brought it home, and I blew upon it. 

Wherefore ? saith Jehovah of hosts. 

Because of my house which lieth waste, 

And ye run each to his own house. 

10 Therefore, it is on your account the heavens withhold the dew, 
And the earth withholdeth her produce. 

11 And I have called for drought, 


son of scarcity and want. The necessa¬ 
ries of life were already become so dear, 
that those who wrought for day’s wages 
parted with all that they earned, as if 
they had put it into a bag or purse with 
holes. , bored or perfwaled. 

7. A reiteration of the exhortation 
contained in vcr. 5. 

8. The reason why the Jews are called 

to provide wood only is thought by Jer¬ 
ome to be, that the walls of the temple 
remained standing; but this hypothesis 
is contradicted by repeated statements in 
the books of Ezra and Zechariah, os well 
as in Ilaggai ii. 18, in which express 
mention is made of laying its founda¬ 
tions. It rather seems to have been on 
account of the time which would be nec¬ 
essary to procure the article in question 
from Lebanon, since it required first to 
be hewn down, and afterwards trans¬ 
ported by sea to Joppa. By the 

mountain, Rosenm filler thinks Moriah is 
meant; Ilitzig, the mountainous country 
in the vicinity of Jerusalem; but it is 
more natural to interpret the term of 
Lebanon, whence the wood was actually 
fetched. It is true the Jews themselves 
did not go to that mountain for the tim¬ 
ber; it was conveyed by the Zidonians 
and Tyrians, Ezra iii. 7; but persons 


are often said to do what they perforin 
through the instrumentality of others. 
For izSNi , the textual reading, which 
should be pointed 122 si , the Keri has 
r ,"2 . The copula ? marks here the 

end to be obtained, or the result that 
would follow the performance of the 
enjoined duty. In such eases the future 
has the force of a potential mood. 

9. rj2 , the infinitive absolute, as in 
vcr. 6. Even the small crop which was 
reaped had no sooner been brought into 
the bams or granaries, than it was dis¬ 
sipated. Their running each to his own 
house is expressive of the eagerness with 
which the Jews pursued their own affairs, 
and sought for self-indulgence. 

and hr'2 stand here in striking contrast. 

10. is not to be referred to the 

heavens, and so rendered over you, but 
on your account, for your sake* Comp. 
q: nrV , Micah iii. 12. The mean- 

ing is, on account of your neglecting to 
build the temple. The proposition in 

, following kVs , signifies with re¬ 
spect to, but does not require to be trans¬ 
lated. 

11. In the use of 2“' i n, drought , there 
is an obviou9 reference to n , dry , 

■ * f 

waste, desolate, verses 4 and 9. They 
form a paronomasia. The lengthened 
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Upon the land, and upon the mountains, 

Upon the grain, and upon the new wine, 

Upon the oil, and upon what the ground bringeth forth, 

Upon man and upon beast, 

And upon all the labor of the hands. 

12 Then Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua, the son 
of Josedech the high priest, and all the residue of the people, 
hearkened to the voice of Jehovah their God, and to the words 
of Ilaggai the prophet, according as Jehovah their God had 
sent him; and the people feared Jehovah. 

13 Then spake Ilaggai, the messenger of Jehovah, in the mes¬ 
sage of Jehovah to the people: 

I am with you, saith Jehovah. 

14 And Jehovah stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel, the son 
of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua, the 
son of Josedech the high priest, and the spirit of all the rest of 
the people, and they came and did the work in the house of 

15 Jehovah of hosts, their God, on the twenty-fourth day of the 
sixth month, in the second year of Darius the king. 


amplification is employed in order to add 
to the force of the threatening. The 
LXX., supposing it to be incongruous to 
speak of bringing a drought upon man 
and beast, read 2iri instead of 2^'n, and 

■f >1 ' 

■ ♦ ■ 

rendered the word by pdxcupav , a sword, 
not adverting to the circumstance that 
the latter term was still less applicable 
to the other subjects here enumerated. 
"What the prophet threatens is a univer¬ 
sal drought, the effects of which would 
specially be experienced by living crea¬ 
tures. 

12. The prophet now describes the 
happy effect which was produced by the 
message which he had just delivered. 
All the people who had returned united 
with their rulers in rendering obedience 
to the Divine command. 


13. To encourage them to proceed in 
the path of obedience on which they had 
entered, Ilaggai delivers to them the 
brief, but most cheering promise, •'ss 
nSn*' cs: tr in , I am with you, saith 

T » ** • 1 * 

Jehovah. 

14. mi , to excite, or stir up the 
spirit of any one (comp. Ezra i. 1, 5), 
means to render him inclined effectively 
to undertake the performance of any act, 
or to pursue a certain line of conduct. 

15. From the date here assigned it 
appears, that most of the month elapsed 
before the work was fairly undertaken. 
Several of the early editions of the He¬ 
brew Bible, ns also the London Polyglot, 
improperly place this verse at the begin¬ 
ning of the next chapter. 


CHAPTER II. 


This chapter contains three different oracles of the prophet. The Bret, designed to encour¬ 
age the people and their leaders to proceed with the building of the temple, by considera¬ 
tions derived from the Divine presence, 1—4; from their national covenant continuing in 
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force, nnd that of the prophetic and gracious influences of the Holy Spirit, 5; from the 
advent of the person and kingdom of the Messiah, 6, 7; and from the universal proprie¬ 
torship of Jehovah, the glory of the Messiah, and the reconciliation which he should 
effect, 8, 9- The second oracle cautions them against intermission in their labors, by 
showing Hint if they did so, nothing they did could be acceptable to God, 11—14; nnd by 
referring them to the infelicitous state of their affairs before the late revival, 15—18; nnd 
promises them prosperity, 19. The third is addressed to Zerubbabel individually, to ani¬ 
mate and encourage him in conducting the work. 


1 lx the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, 
the word of Jehovah was communicated through Haggai the 

o oo 

2 prophet, saying: Speak now to Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, 
the governor of Judah, and to Joshua, the son of Josedech, the 
high priest, and to the rest of the people, saying: 

3 Who is there among you that remaineth. 

That saw this house in its former glory ? 

And how do ye see it now ? 

Is it not, compared with it, as nothing in your eyes ? 

4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel! saith Jehovah; 

And be strong, O Josliua! son of Josedech, the high priest; 
Be ye strong, also, all ye people of the land! 

Saith Jehovah of hosts, and work: 

For I am with you, saith Jehovah of hosts. 

5 The covenant which I made with you, 


1, 2. This oracle was delivered nearly 
a month after the rebuilding of the tem¬ 
ple had commenced, and was evidently 
designed to remove the despondency in 
whieh some of the people indulged, and 
to animate them to prosecute the work. 

3. It appears from Ezra iii. 13, that 
there w ere many present at the laying of 
the foundation of the second temple, who 
had seen the first. To such of them as 
were still alive, few as they must have 
been, Ilaggai appeals respecting the dis¬ 
parity between the two, in regard to the 
rough and unpromising appearance of the 
new structure, contrasted with the ele¬ 
gant and splendid aspect of that of Sol¬ 
omon, previous to its destruction by the 
Chaldeans, -sriin is not in apposition 

44 


wdth tra , but connects with the inter¬ 
rogative'^ . The phrase yss is 

peculiar, but not difficult of resolution, 

the word for temple being understood. 

4. The comparison instituted in the 
preceding verse, so far from being de¬ 
signed to discourage those to whom the 
appeal was made, was on the contrary 
intended to inspire them with confidence 
in their covenant God, whose prerogative 
it is to call things that are not as though 
they were. It is tacitly implied, that 
whatever might be the estimate they 
might make of the work, it was very 
different with respect to his. Comp. 
Zoch. viii. 6. And what is here only 
implied is expressly declared ver. 9. 

5. The government of has 
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When ye went forth out of Egypt, 

And my Spirit remain among you: 

Fear not. 

6 For thus saith Jehovah of hosts: 

Yet once, within a little, 

And I will shake the heavens, and the earth, 
And the sea, and the dry land, 


unnecessarily puzzled interpreters. Ewald 
thinks the sentence is incomplete, and 
“would supply , remember . Ilengs- 
tenGerg actually supplies the “word in a 
parenthesis. Maurer endeavors to make 
it out to be an accusative modi s. norma, 
and explains, secundum illud verbum: 
and connects it with the preceding verse, 
thus : I am with you, according to that 
word, etc.; and so our own translators, 
after Calvin. Itosenmullcr would supply 

V^y from the preceding verse. The par- 

» 

tide r s I consider to be prefixed to , 
in order to give it a greater degTce of 
prominence, and to be equivalent to 
that or the same covenant, etc.; while 

, together with •'fis-i, form 

T f - ° F 

the nominative to the participle ri“«5; 

• ♦ 

only, as separated from it by the inter¬ 
vening predicate "im -iria, the 

participle is put in the feminine singular, 
to agree with the nearer antece¬ 

dent. For this use of rs before the 

♦ 

nominative, though rare, see Neh. ix. 19. 
Tr^y—rs -id— sb *pyn, the pillar of 
cloud did not depart, etc.; ver. 34, 
!)X>S — 53‘sVc—rso , And our kings 

— have not kept, etc. : Dan. ix. 13, 
rsa rsin ny-in^Vs rs, All this 

H t i t - r v 1 t *,• 

evil hath come upon us. , word or 

matter, is here employed to denote the 
Sinaic Covenant, as the accompanying 
verb rns , to cut , or make a covenant 
obviously shows. Notwithstanding the 
flagrant violation of that covenant of 
which the Jews had been guilty, on ac¬ 
count of which they had been punished 
in Babylon, it still continued in all its 
force. They possessed it in its written 
form, and thus had the pledge which 
Jehovah had given them, that he was 


their covenant God, and would confer 
blessings upon the obedient. They also 
had his , the spirit of inspiration in 
the prophets who were raised up in the 
midst of them to declare his will, and 
call to the discharge of duty, Ezra, v. 1; 
and of efficient influence to induce them 
to listen to, and enable them to comply 
with such call, Zech. iv. 6 ; Ilag. i. 14. 

6. In this and the following verse the 


Jews are encouraged to proceed with the 
work by the assurance that Jehovah 
would, as the Governor among the na¬ 
tions, in a brief space, exert his Almighty 
power in effecting a gTeat revolution in 
the state of the kingdoms of this woild, 
preparatory to the establishment of the 
kingdom of the Messiah. This mighty 
change is first described in the usual fig¬ 
urative language of prophecy, as a con¬ 
vulsion of the physical universe, and then, 
literally as a convulsion of all nations. 
In the phrase t:y» rni$ iiy , it is only 
the numeral which occasions any 

difficulty. The combination ttyw ry, 

* 

yet a little, i. e. time, occurs more than 
once. See Ps. xxxvii. 10 ; Is. xxix. 17; 
Jer. li. 33. But that here presented be¬ 
ing peculiar to this passage, naturally 
suggests some peculiarity in the mean¬ 
ing. Most supply tys , time, after the 
LXX. ert ana£, quoted and reasoned 
upon, Heb. xii, 26, 27, and the Syr. 

V -V > 

'r- Comp, for rns 


tys , one time, once, Josh. vi. 3 ; 1 Sam. 
xxvi. 8 ; and for the ellipsis of cy2 , 
where rns stands by itself, as here, 
Exod. xxx. 10; Job. xl. 6 ; Ps. lxii. 12, 
lxxxix. 36. And certainly, as uy» , lit¬ 
tle, is designed to express brevity of time, 



Chap. II. 


H A G G A I. 


347 


7 Tea, I will shake all the nations, 

And the things desired by all the nations shall come; 


nothing can be more appropriate than 
such construction. Hengstenberg labors 
hard to bring the idea of brevity of 
time out of rns, but fails to produce 
any examples to confirm his hypothesis. 
What the prophet has in view appears to 
be the convulsions which were yet to 
take place in the Persian and Greek 
empires, some of which were soon to 
commence, but all of which were more 
proximately, or more remotely connected 
with the complete establishment of the 
Jews in their own land, and the splendor 
of their temple as erected by Herod. The 
previous convulsion, implied in the phrase 
yet once y does not appear to be the shak¬ 
ing, ete., which took place at the giv¬ 
ing of the law on Sinai, but the violent 
change which had lately taken place in 
the condition of the Babylonian empire, 
just as that yet to come is not to be ex¬ 
tended to the downfall of the Roman 
empire, the destruction of Antichrist, 
ete., but must be confined to events 
which were to happen before the com¬ 
ing of Christ. We have only to call to 
mind the wars of the Persians in Asia 
Minor, Greece, Egypt, and other parts; 
and those of Alexander and his succes¬ 
sors which followed, till the period when 
the establishment of the power of the 
Homans at length gave peace to the 
world, in order to read, in legible char¬ 
acters, the fulfilment of the present 
prophecy. Nor does the comment of 
the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
require any other application of it. His 
object is to show that the dispensation or 
kingdom of the Messiah is stable and 
immovable; and in order to illustrate 
his point, he introduces, by way of con¬ 
trast, the natural phenomena which took 
plaee on the promulgation of the Sinaic 
covenant, as described by Moses, and the 
political phenomena predicted by Haggai, 
all of which indicated the mutable char¬ 
acter of the elements upon which they 
were exerted. That the prophet intended 


to include the dissolution of the Jewish 
state in his prediction, docs not appear ; 
indeed, the reference to such an event 
must have increased the despondency of 
his people, instead of inspiring them with 
hope and courage, which formed his only 
object in addressing them. 

7. Having figuratively set forth the 
great political changes which were still 
to take place among the nations before 
the introduction of the kingdom of the 
Messiah, Haggai here repeats his predic¬ 
tion in literal terms, and then at once 
announces the arrival of the eagerly ex¬ 
pected blessings of that kingdom. The 
passage has long been regarded as one of 
the principal prophecies relative to the 
time of the Redeemer’s advent. That 
it was so applied by some of the early 
Jewish Rabbins, is undeniable. Thus in 
the chapter of the Talmudic treatise 
Sanhedrin, entitled pVn, the following 
interpretation is given as that of Rabbi 
Akiba, who flourished before the time of 
Jerome: Vx-C'V t r.b *;rs n-Vtt tsyw 
“ssn n-.rVtt nr-ss -nsVi "pin 

sn'i y-si c*tt:y , For a 

little I will give the kmgdom to Israel , 
after our desolation , and after the king - 
dom f behold I will shake heaven and 
earth , and Messiah shall come. The 
rendering of the Vulg. supports the same 
view: “ Et veniet Desideratus cunctis 
Gentibus.” Leo Juda : “ Et veniet 
qui desideratur ab omnibus gentibus." 
Dathe : “ Et deinde veniet gentibus om¬ 
nibus expetendus." On the other hand, 
Kimchi, Vatablus, Calvin, Ribera, Dru- 
sius, Ghtaker, Yitringa, and others, ren¬ 
der : 41 The Gentiles shall come with their 
delightful things,” i. e. their silver, gold, 
precious stones, etc. Some, violently, 
** Come to the desire,” ete., meaning 
thereby Jerusalem. Most of the mod¬ 
ems, rejecting this construction as alto¬ 
gether unwarranted, translate after the 
LXX. r& iKhfKTti iravTtov tUv 
“ the choice things," or “ the pleas- 
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And I will fill this house with glory, 
Saith Jehovah of hosts. 


ant things of all nations shall come.” 
Ewald: “ (lass die liebsten oiler Yblker 
kommen i. e. “ That the most lovely 
of all people may come." Ilengsten- 
berg, who renders, “the beauty of all 
the heathen,” is at great pains in en¬ 
deavoring to moke good his translation, 
which he interprets of what he says is 
always beautiful among them — all their 
costly good things. But he fails alike 
in his attempt to set aside the idea of 
desire as expressed by tvsjsr ♦ and in 

1 i • 

that to prove that the prophet here fore¬ 
tells the rich contributions which the 
heathen would bring into the ehurch. 
That the root rx:r , primarily and most 
commonly signifies to desire or covet, both 
in a good and a bad sense, must be evi¬ 
dent to every one who will take the 
trouble to consult the Hebrew concord¬ 
ance ; and that rnsn , which is derived 

■* 

from it, signifies desire , an object of de¬ 
sire, see the Lexicons of Gesenius and 
Lee. This acceptation must be vindi¬ 
cated to 1 Sam. ix. 20. 

“ ; ■.* » - - 

; to 2 Chron. xxi. 20, r^kr ; 

M T ■ « -f 

* - - ' * * ♦ 

and to Dan. xi. 37, jt^kr. 

• t - ; r “ 

The want of concord in rttcr 

, the verb expressing the 
predicate, being in the plural masculine, 
while r.TBn , the subject of the proposi¬ 
tion, is in the singular feminine, occa¬ 
sions no small difficulty, and presents an 
insupernble objection to the usual Mes¬ 
sianic interpretation. That should 
have been produced by zeugma with 
, is totally unsupported by anal¬ 
ogy, just as a plural of excellence in 
verbs is equally without example. The 
only practicable solution warranted by 
grammatical usage, consists in assuming 
rtttcr to be a collective noun, convey¬ 
ing a plural idea, the gender of which 
not having yet presented itself to the 
mind of the prophet when he enunciated 
the verb, he naturally expressed it in the 
masculine as the more worthy gender. 
The construction in such cases is ad sen- 


sum ; i. e. it i9 not formal, but logicnl. 
The proper translation, therefore, of 

Rrysn ^ 2 ? will be, And, or, 
And then the things desired bg all nations 
shall come . The Genitive being the Gen¬ 
itive of object, must be thus expressed. 
Now these objects of desire on the pnrt 
of all nations, cannot mean their riches, 
for no such riches were brought to Jeru¬ 
salem by all the nations — the gifts 
bestowed by some few of the heathen 
princes after the time of Alexander not 
in any degree exhausting the force of the 
language here employed. Neither could 
the prospect of contributions in more re¬ 
mote future time have operated in the 
way of encouragement upon the minds 
of those whom the prophet addressed, so 
as to induce them to proceed with their 
work. The objects in question,, there¬ 
fore, must have been of a higher order — 
ra ptWAvra hya&&, the good things to 
come , i. e. the blessings of the New Cov¬ 
enant. There was found to pervade the 
minds of the heathen, a deep and dark 
feeling of the necessity of supernatural 
light and influence. Bewildered in the 
mazes of error and superstition, they 
could find nothing satisfactory respecting 
the Divine Being, pardon, emancipation 
from the power of moral evil, and a fu¬ 
ture state of existence; and more or less 
earnestly desired to obtain information in 
regard to these important and necessary 
points. To adduce only one testimony 
from among many to be found in ancient 
pagan writers. Socrates, endejivoring to 
satisfy the mind of Alcibiades on the 
subject of acceptable worship, says: hvay- 
Kciiov oZv lari irspnitvtiv tair &v ns pidfrp 
u>s bet trpbs Kal Trpbs hv^pcirrrovs 5<a- 

Kcia&ai, Jt is therefore necessary to wait 
till some one may teach us hoio it behooves 
us to conduct ourselves , both towards the 
gods and men . To which Aleibindes re¬ 
sponds : 7t<Jtc oZv irap^arai A xpAros outos 
S> ’SwKpares ; Kal rfy A Tratbe{><rwv ; ^biara 
yap fjtot boHw tovtqv rhy ivlbparirov 
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S Mine is the silver, and mine is the gold, 

Saitli Jehovah of hosts. 

9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater than that of the 
former, 

Saith Jehovah of hosts. 


Tij 4<mv ; When shall that time arrive, 
O Socrates ? and who shall that Teacher 
be f for most eagerly do I wish to see such 
a man . — Plato, Alcibiades, ii. near the 
end. And, as the time of the Redeem¬ 
er* s advent drew near, there was a gen¬ 
eral expectation of a Teacher and Deliv¬ 
erer, not only in the Jewish nation, but 
throughout the world. To Christ, as the 
Light of the world, and to the spiritual 
blessings which flow through his media¬ 
tion, the prophecy strictly applies: and, 
with this reference, was admirably cal¬ 
culated to stimulate the Jews to persever¬ 
ance in building the temple, with which 
was inseparably connected the restoration 
of their ancient polity, during the exist¬ 
ence of which the Messiah was to appear. 
The “ glory’* with which the temple was 
to be filled, was not the rich and splen¬ 
did furniture, etc., but a resplendence, 
consisting in the manifestation of Jeho¬ 
vah himself. Comp. Zceh. ii. 5, with 
Ezek. xliii. 4, 5; Exod. xl. 34, 35; 1 
Kings viii. 11. 

8. The Jews needed to be under no 
concern about the means requisite for the 
erection of the temple. The earth is the 
Lord's and the fulness thereof, so that 
whatever amount of earthly riches was 
wanted, he would in his providence sup¬ 
ply. The declaration contained in this 
verse Ls introduced parenthetically, to re¬ 
lieve their minds from any momentary 
anxiety, arising out of the circumstances 
in which, as a poor and despised people, 
they were placed. 

9. The LXX. refer the terms y - ns™ , 
the latter , and y i-jnn , the former, not 
tor'n n*3r: , this house, but to Tins , 
the glory. And thus Iiitzig, Maurer, 
and Ewald ; but Ezra iii. 12, determines 
to the contrary’. The glory here pre¬ 
dicted was to be greater than, that of the 


former temple, not merely in degree, but 
in kind. That the second temple, even 
as renewed and beautified by Herod, at 
all equalled in magnificence that of Sol¬ 
omon, there is no reason to believe. This 
must appear on comparing the descrip¬ 
tion given of the former by Josephus, 
Antiq. Jud. lib. xv. cap. xi., with that 
furnished of the latter, 1 Kings vi. vii. 
13—50. In point of size, indeed, the 
temple of Ilerod exceeded the structure 
erected by the celebrated Jewish mon¬ 
arch ; but this was all. The statement 
made by Josephus, Bell. Jud. lib. vi. eap. 
iv. 8, that it was the most admirable of 
all the works he had seen or heard of, 
does not include Solomon's temple, but 
has respect to other erections in different 
parts of the world. But if the second 
house was inferior in point cf suinptu- 
ousness to the former, and wanted, as the 
Jews admit, the Urim and Thuinmim, 
the ark, the pot of manna, Aaron’s rod, 
and the visible glory, which was the 
symbol of the Divine presence, it follows 
that the greater glory by which it was to 
be distinguished, must denote something 
altogether different in kind, and which 
could only be supplied by Him, in whose 
person the glory of God appeared, 2 Cor. 
iv. 6, who is the “ Brightness of the Di¬ 
vine glory,” Heb. i. 2; whose glory was 
beheld as that of the only-begotten of the 
Father, John i. 14 ; who could say of 
himself, 44 that in this place is one greater 
than the temple,” Matt. xii. 6 ; and who 
sat in it daily teaching, Matt. xxvi. 55 . 
In support of this interpretation, and in¬ 
deed of the Messianic character of the 
entire propheey, ver. 7, 9, the declara¬ 
tion made in the concluding clause of the 
latter verse may with all propriety be 
adduced. When “ peace” is spoken of 
in an absolute sense, in the prophets, it 
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And in this place I will give peace, 

Saith Jehovah of hosts. 

10 On the twenty-fourth of the ninth month, in the second year 
of Darius, the word of Jehovah was communicated through 

11 Ilaggai the prophet, saying: Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: Ask 
now the priests as to the law, saying : If any one should carry 

12 sacred flesh in the skirt of his garment, and touch with his skirt 
bread, or pottage, or wine, or oil, or any eatable, shall it be 

13 holy ? And the priests answered and said, No. Then said 
Ilaggai: If any one who is unclean on account of a dead body, 
should touch any of these, shall it be unclean ? And the priests 

14 answered and said, It shall be unclean. Then Ilaggai continued, 
and said: 

Thus hath this people, and thus hath this nation been, 
Before me, saith Jehovah ; 

denotes the reconciliation between God tained in the preceding verses of the 
and sinful men, to be effected by the chapter. 

Messiah. Comp. Is. ix. 6, 7, liii. 5, lvii. 11—13. To convince his countrymen 

19 ; Micah v. 5 ; Zech. vi. 13; with of the impossibility of their conduct be- 
Luke ii. 14; Acts x. 36; Korn. v. 1; ing well-pleasing to God, and of their 
Eph. ii. 14, 17. This peace was to be obtaining his blessing, while in any one 
granted r.zri C'ptta , in this place , i. e. point they neglected to comply with his 
in Jerusalem. It was there the Messiah will, the prophet directs them to consult 
made peace through the blood of his the priests on two legal questions; the 
cross, Col. i. 20. It has with some been one, relative to the communication of 
matter of dispute, whether the temple ceremonial sanctity to any object, by its 
erected by Zerubbabel, and that built by having been brought in contact with 
Herod, are to be regarded as identical, what had been sanctified; and the oth- 
or whether the latter is not to be consid- er, respecting the communication of cer- 
ered as a third temple. Strictly and emonial impurity by one who was him- 
architecturally considered, that of Herod self impure. The former was denied; 
was entirely new, for he caused that of the latter affirmed. "Whatever the Jews 
Zerubbabel to be taken down to the very might otherwise rightly perform, would 
foundations; but in the popular and re- not compensate for their neglect in build- 
ligious language they w'ere identical; just ing the temple; on the contrary, their 
as Josephus speaks of those built by Sol- neglect in this matter would taint orviti- 
omon and Zerubbabel as one, Bell. Jud. ate all their other actions. Comp, in 
lib. vi. cap. iv. 8. Accordingly nothing illustration of these questions, Lev. vi. 
is more customary than for Jewish writers 27 ; Numb. vi. 6, xix. 13; in which lat- 
to speak of only the first and the second ter passages the abbreviated form tE: , a 
temple. In the present verse, Haggai is dead body , is expressed in full by ct2 
to be understood as Bpeaking in an archi- f-ra , or by 'TE 3 • 

tectural sense, inasmuch as the second 14. The application of the legal decis- 
temple was then being actually built. ions of the priests to the case of the Jews, 
10. This prophecy w’as delivered rather who had neglected the building of the 
more than two months after that con- temple. It describes them, not as they 
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And thus hath been every work of their hands, 

And what they have offered there hath been unclean. 
15 And now consider, I beseech you, 

From this day and backward, 

Before one stone was laid upon another 
In the temple of Jehovah. 

1G Since these days were, 

One came to a heap of twenty sheaves, 

And there were but ten; 

One came to the vat to draw fifty purahs, 

And there were but twenty. 

17 I smote you with blight, and mildew, and hail, 

In all the labors of your hands; 

Yet ve turned not to me, 

>' 9 

Saith Jehovah. 

18 Consider, I beseech you, 

From this day backward, 

From the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, 

From the day when the temple of Jehovah was founded, 
Consider! 

19 Is the seed still in the granary ? 


now were, engaged in the work, but as 
they had been, and is designed to put 
them upon their guard against falling 
back into the same state. The adverb 
Er , there, points graphically to the altar, 
which had been erected at Jerusalem, and 
which was, in all probability, within view 
of the audience which the prophet ad¬ 
dressed. Ezra iii. 3. 

15—17. The Jews are earnestly ex¬ 
horted to reflect upon the state of their 
affairs during the period in which they 
had intermitted the work. God had 
frowned upon them, and rendered them 

infelicitous. , a substantive, with 

- * 

the local n , used adverbially. Properly 
it signifies upward , being derived from 
nV?, to ascend; but used, as here, of 
time, it meauB back, backwards. In 
Ertvn , the word e^k^, days, is under¬ 
stood. ne is to be taken impersonally. 
At E*nt? a heap of twenty , sup¬ 
ply or e-mss , sheaves . nnsiB. 

■ • ^*7 » ► T' ^ 1 ' 

which is used for the wine-press itself, 


Is. lxiii. 3, is here employed to denote a 
liquid measure in which the wine was 
drawn out. LXX. ptTpyrfc. The quan¬ 
tity being unknown, I have retained the 
original word. For ver. 17, comp. 
Amos iv. 9, where wc have the words 
"3? nnas—xV , ye turned not unto me, 
instead of *Vs "sns—ys , used by Hag- 
gai, in which there is an ellipsis of the 
participle • For this use of rts, 

as a nominative, or as indicating the sub¬ 
ject of discourse, sec on ver. 5. In ver. 
18, the exhortation is once and again re¬ 
iterated for the sake of effect; and to 
render it still more definite, the exact date 
is added to the formula rin eV™ , this 

m 

day, which had been employed ver. 15. 
is here to be taken, as in that verse, 

^ • 

in reference to past time, and not, as the 
Vulg., Hilzig, etc., in reference to the 
future. 

19. To the question put at the begin¬ 
ning of the verse, a negative is to be 
given. The seed was no longer in the 



352 


HAGGAI. 


CUAP. II, 


And as yet the vine, and the fig-tree, 

And the pomegranate, and the olive have borne nothing; 

From this day will I bestow the blessing. 

20 And the word of Jehovah was communicated a second time 
to Ilaggai on the twenty-fourth day of the month, saying: 

21 Speak to Zerubbabel, the governor of Judah, saying: 

I will shake the heavens and the earth, 

22 I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, 

I will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the nations, 
And overthrow the chariots and those who ride in them; 

The horses, also, and their riders shall come down, 

Each by the sword of another. 

23 In that day, saith Jehovah of hosts, 

I will take thee, O Zerubbabel! the son of Shealtiel, 

My servant, saith Jehovah, 


granary. It had been sown in the course 
of the month, and there were no signs 
of its springing up any more than there 
were of the produce of the fruit-trees. 
Jehovah had formerly blasted their har¬ 
vest ; but now that the people were dili¬ 
gently engaged in building his temple, 
they might confidently calculate upon 
one of plenty. He gives them a positive 
promise to this efFect. The repetition of 

7T7H Cr*"*): , from this day , which had 

■ 

been twice used in the preceding verses, 
gives emphasis to the declaration. -,v , 
usually signifying until, is here employed 
in the sense of while, or as yet, as in 
Judges iii. 26; 2 Kings ix. 22; Job. i. 
18, where it corresponds to in verses 
16 and 17. 

20—23. These verses contain a special 
message to Zerubbabel, in which there 
is a repetition of the prediction, some¬ 
what amplified, respecting the revolutions 
that were about to take place, which had 
been delivered in verses 6 and 7. In 
ver. 22, the verb ■n'j, to go or come down, 
is equvialent to VE3 , to fall. That the 
promise made, ver. 23, cannot be viewed 
as having respect to Zerubbabel in his in¬ 
dividual capacity, has been thought to be 
quite obvious from the fact, that he lived 
upwards of an hundred years before the 
time of Alexander, who overturned the 


Persian throne, and subdued the rest of 
Asia; but the predicted convulsions did 
not commence with the conquests of that 
monarch. Many of them took place dur¬ 
ing the reign of Darius, whose arms were 
carried not only into Scythia, Asia Mi¬ 
nor/and Greece, but, according to Her¬ 
odotus, into India. It is, therefore, not 
at all improbable that Zerubbabel sur¬ 
vived several of these wars, and thus 
lived in the beginning of sin- c^r, , 
that day , or the period in the course of 
which the prophecy was to be fulfilled ; 
and as the Persians occasionally experi¬ 
enced serious reverses, as, for instance, in 
the Scythian expedition, it was natural 
for the Jews who were under the protec¬ 
tion of Darius, to have their minds un¬ 
settled by apprehensions respecting the 
ultimate state of their affairs. To inspire 
them with confidence, Jehovah here as¬ 
sures their governor of his regard and 
protection amid all the commotions that 
might take place in the surrounding na¬ 
tions. , to take, is merely employed 

for the purpose of introducing the action 
expressed by the following verb. For 

, I will place thee as a sig¬ 
net, comp. Song viii. 6 ; Jer. xxii. 24. 
CrHn, from to seal, or close by 

sealing , signifies a ring with the seal or 
signet in it, ■with which the impression 
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And will make thee as a signet; 

For in thee I take pleasure, 

Saith Jehovah of hosts. 

was made. Seals were commonly made garded by God. He was to be an object 
of silver, but sometimes of the most pre- of his incessant care and delight. The 
cious stones, and, consequently, held in latter idea is more definitely expressed 
high estimation by their owners. Being by the addition 'rnm “ns — nm si**- 
worn on one of the fingers of the right nifying not only to try objects, and then 
hand, they were likewise objects of con- to select what is valuable, but also to take 
stant inspection and care. In all these pleasure in what is thus selected, 
points of view Zerubbabel w r as to be re- 

45 



ZECHARIAH 


PREFACE. 

Zechariaii was of a sacerdotal family. His father Bercchiah was a son 
of Iddo, one of the priests who returned with Zerubbabel and Joshua from 
Babylon. Neh. xii. 4. When he is said to have been the son of Iddo, Ezra 
v. 1, vi. 14, the word -ja is used, according to a common Hebrew idiom, in the 
sense of grandson. He must have been born in Babylonia, and been young, 
rather than otherwise, at the time of his arrival in Judea. He was contem¬ 
porary with Haggai, and, like him, received his prophetic commission in the 
second year of Darius Hystaspis, n. c. 520, only the latter began his ministry 
two months earlier. Both prophets were employed in encouraging Zerubba¬ 
bel and Joshua to carry forward the building of the temple, which had been 
intermitted through the selfish and worldly spirit of the returned exiles — a 
spirit which they boldly and variously reproved. 

The most remarkable portion of the book is that containing the first six 
chapters. It consists of a series of visions which were vouchsafed to the 
prophet in the course of a single night, in which, by means of symbolical 
representations, the dispensations of Divine Providence relative to the na¬ 
tions that had oppressed the Jews, the entire removal of idolatry from the 
latter, the re-establishment of the city and temple of Jerusalem, and the 
certainty of the Messiah's advent, were strikingly and impressively revealed. 

The next portion contains the seventh and eighth chapters, and contains 
an answer to a question which the inhabitants of Bethel had proposed re¬ 
specting the observance of a certain fast, together with important ethical 
matter necessarily arising out of the subject. 

The remaining six chapters contain predictions respecting the expedition 
of Alexander the Great along the west coast of Palestine to Egypt; the 
Divine protection of the Jews both at that time, and in that of the Maccabees; 
the advent, sufferings, and reign of the Messiah; the destruction of Jerusa¬ 
lem by the Romans, and dissolution of the Jewish polity; the sufferings of 
the Jews during the dispersion; their conversion and restoration; and the 
sacred character of their worship, in which the Gentiles shall join, after the 
destruction of the wicked confederacy which will be opposed to their final 
establishment in Canaan. 

The authenticity of this last portion has been, and still is, strongly con¬ 
tested. Not only has it been denied to be the production of Zechariah, but 
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it Las been broken up into fragments, the independent authorship of which 
has been vindicated to as many anonymous authors. The first who ventured 
upon such a denial was Joseph Mode, whose opinion was adopted by Ham¬ 
mond, Kidder, Whiston, and Bridge, and more recently by Seeker and New- 
come in this country, and on the continent by Fliigge, Doderlein, J. D. 
Miehaelis, Seiler, Eichhorn, Bauer, Bertholdt, Forberg, Roscnmuller, Grain- 
berg, Hitzig, Credner, Maurer, Ewald, and Knobel. The authenticity, on 
the other hand, has been maintained by Carpzovius, Blaney, Jalm, Beckhaus, 
Koester, Ilengstenberg, and Burger. 

The principal objection is taken to the language and character of the 
materials, as being very different from those which are found to distinguish 
what is universally allowed to have been written by Zechariah. To this, 
however, it has been replied, that granting such to be the case, there may 
have elapsed a long period of time between the composition of the former 
and latter portions of the book, during which any observable change in the 
style of the prophet might have taken place. It is evident, from there being 
no reference whatever in the chapters in question to the completion of the 
temple and the restoration of the Jewish affairs after the captivity, that, if 
they had not been written previously, they must have been composed long 
after these events had become matter of history, and in circumstances alto¬ 
gether different from those which occupied the attention of the prophet at the 
commencement of his ministry. 

That these chapters were written long before, and, indeed, during the ex¬ 
istence of the two kingdoms of Judah and Israel, is a position maintained by 
most of those who dispute their authenticity; but it is based upon too feeble 
and precarious a foundation to recommend it to the adoption of any who will 
impartially examine into all the circumstances of the case. The mere men¬ 
tion of Judah and Ephraim, upon which so much stress is laid, can yield it no 
real support. Not the smallest hint is anywhere dropped which would lead 
us to infertile existence, at the time, of a separate political or religious estab¬ 
lishment in the northern part of Palestine; nor is there anything, but the 
contrary, to induce the conclusion that a king reigned in Judah in the days 
of the author. That Ephraim should be spoken of as existing after the cap¬ 
tivity, cannot be matter of surprise, when it is considered, that a very large, 
if not the larger, portion of the ten tribes availed themselves of the liberty 
granted by the Persians to the Jews in Babylon, and likewise returned to the 
land of their fathers. This view of the subject is confirmed by the applica¬ 
tion of the term “ Israel” to all the tribes, chap. xii. 1, just as it is used in the 
identical formula Mai. i. 1. Compare Mai. ii. 11, 12, iii. 6, The few refer¬ 
ences to a return relate to those Jews which were in a state of banishment 
or slavery under the Graeco-Syrian and Graeco-Egyptian kings. The histor¬ 
ical circumstances connected with the Egyptian expedition of Alexander are 
so strongly marked in the prophetic announcements, that they cannot without 
violence be identified with any previous events. The absence, too, of the 
slightest allusion to the Babylonish captivity, either in the way of threatening 
or warning, while the prophet minutely describes the character of the Jewish 
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rulers, and the condition of the Jewish people, in immediate connection with 
the sufferings of the Messiah, the destruction of Jerusalem, and the conse¬ 
quent fate of the people, goes convincingly to show that the captivity must 
have taken place, and that the whole of this portion of the book has respect 
to times future to those in which he flourished. So strongly, indeed, has this 
feature of the case presented itself to Eichhorn, and other sharp-sighted crit¬ 
ics, that, rejecting, as their neology compelled them to do, all ideas of actual 
prophecy, they scruple not to affirm that the disputed chapters must have 
been composed in the days of Alexander, Antiochus, Epiphanes, or Ilyrcanus 
I. It also deserves notice that no reference whatever is made to the exist¬ 
ence of royal government among the Jews, at the time the author wrote, or 
to any circumstances in the history of that people previous to the captivity. 

When, therefore, the difference both in regard to time and subject-matter 
are taken into consideration, it must be regarded as sufficient to account for 

' C 

any difference of style that may be detected. It is, however, after all, a 
question whether there really does exist such a difference in this respect, as 
that to which it has become so fashionable to appeal. Be it that the intro¬ 
ductory formulas which occur in the first eight chapters do not occur in the 
last six, the objection, if fully carried out, would go in like manner to dis¬ 
member the Book of Amos, and assign its composition at least to three differ¬ 
ent authors. The first two chapters of that prophet, it may be alleged, 
cannot have been written by the same person that wrote the three which fol¬ 
low, since in the former every prediction is ushered in by the marked formula, 
“ Thus saith Jehovah,” whereas in the latter no such formula occurs, but 
another equally marked: “ Hear ye this word.” And upon the same princi¬ 
ple, the seventh and eighth chapters must have come from the pen of a third 
writer, since the distinguishing formula there is, “Thus hath Jehovah showed 
me. 

The very peculiar character of the first six chapters of Zeehariah, is such 
as to exclude all comparison of any other portion with it, while the more 
adorned and poetical style of the concluding chapters, which is so admirably 
adapted to the subjects treated of, ought equally to be regarded as exempling 
them from the category of comparison. In these no dates were requisite, 
though they were in the former, in which they occupy their appropriate place 
in necessary connection with the events which transpired at the time. With 
respect to the titles, chap. ix. 1, and xii. 1, they are precisely such as might 
be expected to mark the strictly prophetic matter to which they are prefixed. 
The exactly parallel title, Malachi, i. 1, naturally suggests the idea, that they 
belong to a common period, especially as nothing analogous is found in any 
of the earlier prophets. 

On the whole, I cannot but regard the objections to the authenticity of the 
disputed chapters as the offspring either of a holy jealousy for the honor of 
the Evangelist Matthew, who attributes chapter xi. 12, 13, to Jeremiah, and 
not to Zeehariah,* or of a spirit of wanton and unbridled hypercriticism, 


* See Comment, on the passage. 
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which would unsettle everything, in order to satisfy the claims of certain 
favorite principles of interpretation that may happen to be in vogue. 

In point of style, our prophet varies, according to the nature of his subjects, 
and the manner in which they were presented to his mind. lie now expresses 
himself in simple conversational prose, now in poetry. At one time he 
abounds in the language of symbols; at another in that of direct prophetical 
announcement. His symbols are, for the most part, enigmatical, and require 
the explanations which accompany them. His prose resembles most that of 
Ezekiel; it is diffuse, uniform and repetitious. Ilis prophetic poetry possesses 
much of the elevation and dignity to be found in the earlier prophets, with 
whose writings lie appears to have been familiar; only his rhythm us is some¬ 
times harsh and unequal, while his parallelisms are destitute of that symmetry 
and finish, which form some of the principal beauties of Hebrew poetry. 



CHAPTER I. 


Ik the first six verses, which serve os a general introduction to the whole book, the prophet 
is charged to worn the Jews by the consequences which resulted from the impenitence 
of their forefathers, not to be backward in complying with the Divine will. We have 
then the first of the prophetic visions, with which Zeclmriah was favored, containing a 
symbolical representation of the tranquil condition of the world at the time, 7—11; fol¬ 
lowed by an expostulation respecting the desolate state of Judea, 12, 13, and gracious 
promises of its restoration, 14—17. The last four verses set forth, by appropriate symbols, 
in a second vision, for the encouragement of the Jews, the destruction of the hostile pow¬ 
ers by which they had been attacked, at different periods of their history. 


1 In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, the word 
of Jehovah was communicated to Zechariah (the son of Bere- 
chiah, the son of Iddo,) the prophet, saying: 

2 Jehovah hath been greatly displeased with your fathers. 

3 Say therefore unto them, 

Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: 

Return unto me, saith Jehovah of hosts, 

And I will return unto you, saith Jehovah of hosts. 


1. See preface, and on Haggai i. 1. 

2 The special object which the prophet 
has in view in this and the following 
verses, is to call those Jews who had re¬ 
turned from Babylon to Jerusalem, to 
repent of the selfish negligence which 
they evinced in regard to the building 
of the temple. Comp. Hag. i. 4, 5, 7. 
This repentance is urged upon them by 
the consideration of the severe punish¬ 
ment which had overtaken their fathers. 
The argument is of the kind called en- 
thymeme, in which the antecedent only 
is expressed, and the consequent proposi¬ 
tion is left to be supplied by the reader. 
“Jehovah hath been very angry with 
your fathers, and so he will be with you, 
except ye repent and reform your con¬ 
duct.” rjsp . The construction of 
a verb with a noun derived from it, is 
found in other languages, as ^x c(r &ai 
gaudere gaudium ; but its fre¬ 
quency in the Hebrew is such as to 
entitle it to be regarded as one of its 
idioms; and, generally, it expresses aug¬ 


mentation or intensity. Hence the LXX. 
render here, wpyia&7) — opybv ficyd\ijv ; 

1 111 
ver. 15, the intensity is still more strongly 
marked by the addition of Vi"* , great: 
— Cjsp 'ss tiv.n. 1 ) * The persons 

addressed in , your fathers, are 

the Jew’s to whom the prophet had been 
sent. There is no occasion, with Blay- 
ney, to suppose that the text is defective. 

3. The *i in 7 *“ >2 si is not merelv con- 
tinuative, but argumentative, and infer¬ 
ential. For the defective form c-Vk , 

V #, "t 

tw’enty-eight MSS., and three editions 
read cn‘Vs in full. The phrase 

, Jehovah of hosts , is of unusually 
frequent occurrence in the eight first 
chapters of this book, and in that of 
Ilngpai, written nhout the 6ame time. 
In the last six chapters, however, it oc¬ 
curs not fewer than nine times. See on 
Is. i. 9. Its use appears to have been 
designed to inspire the mind with un¬ 
shaken confidence in the supreme and 


.c v 

and the Syr. 
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4 Be not like your fathers, 

To whom the former prophets cried, saying, 

Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: 

Turn now from your evil ways, 

And from your evil practices; 

But they did not hearken, 

Neither did they give heed to me, saith Jehovah, 
o As for your fathers, where are they? 

And as for the prophets, do they live forever? 

6 But my words, and my decrees, 


Which I gave in charge to 

irresistible power of God. The *1 in 
2*-^* marks the apodosis, and has the 
force- of and then , or in that case. Comp. 
James iv. 8. 

4. The prophets here referred to are 
those who lived before the captivity, and 
the fathers are those who lived in their 
time, whose wicked practices had brought 
upon the nation that dire calamity. 
The appropriation of the phrase n‘N'23 

jsn , the former prophets , as a des¬ 
ignation of the books of Joshua, Judges, 
Samuel, and Kings, is of much later 
date. The returned Jews are here re¬ 
minded that the same announcement 
which was made to them had been made 
to their ancestors, and that they might 
have escaped all the evil by a timely 
repentance, to which Zechariah now ur¬ 
gently calls them. The former s in 
Cr-V-Vyia is marked in the margin as 
redundant, and is omitted in the text of 
more than twenty MSS. and some print¬ 
ed editions. The plural of bb viz , viz. 

^ the only form in which the 
word occurs. Comp. ver. 6. 

5. Jerome refers Q-s'asr: to the false 
prophets by whom the Jews who lived 
before the captivity had been deceived 

an interpretation which appears to 
have been suggested by Jer. xxxvii. 19 : 
“ TV here are now your prophets, which 
prophesied unto you, saying, The king 
of Babylon shall not come against you, 
nor against this land ? ’’ The most nat¬ 
ural construction of the veree, however, 


my servants the prophets, 

is that which connects it closely with 
what goes before, and identities “ the 
prophets" here spoken of with “ the for¬ 
mer prophets" there mentioned, just as 
the “fathers" in both verses correspond 
to each other. The question, Qn—rPN , 
where are they f is equivalent to 
they are not; i. e. in the land of the 
living. This the following question 
clearly shows. In Hebrew*, simple inter- 
rogatives frequently imply the contrary: 
so that the language of the prophet is 
equivalent to “ your fathers are no more, 
neither do the prophets live forever.” 
The latter declaration seems to involve 
the idea, “but my words never fail," as 
it follows in vcr. 6. This had been 
proved by the fulfilment of the Divine 
threatenings in the mournful experience 
of their fathers, and would again be 
proved in theirs, except they repented, 
which idea is amplified in the following 
verse. 

6. -fn , my decrees , i. e. my firm and 

determined purposes to punish your fath¬ 
ers, if they did not repent, which I com¬ 
municated to them by the prophets. The 
root is pph , to hack , cut , cut letters, etc., 
in stone or other hard substances. Ihus 
law's were originally written on tablets, 
and hung up for public inspection. The 
confession made in this verse is that 
whieh the captives were compelled to 
make hv the sufferings whieh they en- 

r 

dured in Babylon. How* far their rn* - F » 

• * 

conversion , extended w r e are not informed. 
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Did they not overtake your fathers? 

So that they turned and said, 

According as Jehovah of hosts proposed to do to us, 
According to our ways, and according to our practices, 

So hath he dealt with us. 

7 On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, which is 
the month of Shebat, in the second year of Darius, the word 
of Jehovah was communicated to Zcchariah (the son of Bcre- 
chiah, the son of Iddo), the prophet, saying: 

8 I saw by night, and behold a man riding upon a red horse, 


It is, howeveT, generally admitted that, 
as regards the gTeat body of the nation, 
it involved the entire abandonment of 
idolatry. That 3!vo is here to be strictly 
taken as signifying to turn, return from 
evil to good, and not according to its 
idiomatic usage before another verb, as 
simply expressing the repetition of the 
action described by such verb, is required 
by the exigency of the passage, -irsts 

a # 

and ^3 are correlates ; the 3 repeated, 
qualifies a subordinate, but important 
part of the proposition. 

7. From this part of the book to chap, 
vi. 8, we have a series of eight symboli¬ 
cal visions, the language of which is 
exceedingly simple, but, in many cases, 
the interpretation is mntter of no small 
difficulty. The general plan on which 
it is constructed, is, first to present to 
view the symbol or hieroglyphic, and 
then, on a question being put respecting 
its import, to furnish the interpretation. 
Though the visions are described as dis¬ 
tinct from each other, the one following 
the other in regular succession, yet they 
are so closely connected as to form one 
grand whole; and, as we learn from ver. 
8, were all presented to the mind of the 
prophet in the course of a single night. 
The period of these nocturnal revelations 
was between two and three months after 
the prophet first received his commission. 
Comp. ver. 1. 133? , Shebat , is the 

eleventh month of the Jewish yeir, ex¬ 
tending from the new moon in February 
to the new moon in March. Like other 


names of the months, the word is Chal- 
dee; Syr. ; Arab. Ul ±Rnd 

The etymology is not certain ; 

but the resemblance of the word to the 
Hebrew t33c , a shoot, rod, staff, sug¬ 
gests the idea of the month being so 
called because it was that in which the 
trees began to put forth their shoots or 
sprouts. As the following statement 
does not contain the identical words 
merely of the communications made to 
the prophet, but an account of the scenes 
with all their accompanying circumstan¬ 
ces, the formula nyzsb must be taken as 

' »« 

signifying, “ to the following effect," 
“ as follows,” or the like. 

VISION I. 

8. It has been doubted whether the 
article n in nV?n is to be regarded as 

* t * ■“ — 

definitely marking the particular night 
on which the visions were vouchsafed to 
the prophet, or whether it is not rather 
to be taken as expressing the adverbial 
determination of the noun — in the night, 
or, by night . The latter seems prefer¬ 
able. Comp. r.VVs , Job v. 14. The 
person here described as riding upon a 
red horse, is spoken of as a man, 

i. e. in the shape or appearance of a man; 
for that an angel, and not a human be¬ 
ing, is intended, is evident from verses 
11 and 12, in which he is expressly 

called “the angel of Jehovah." And that 
he was no ordinary angel, but the Divine 
Mediator, the Angel of the Covenant, 
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and he stood among the myrtles in the shade, and behind him 


and of the presence of Jehovah, will not 
be denied by any who have rendered 
themselves familiar with the attributes 
and circumstances in connection with 
which the Person so designated is pre¬ 
sented to view, both in our prophet and 
in other parts of the Old Testament. 
One of the most remarkable of these 
circumstances, is his being identified 
with Jehovah himself. This Gesenius, 
so far from denying, or attempting to 
explain away, expressly asserts both in 
his Thesaurus, and in the last edition of 
his Hebrew Lexicon, under the word 
. 44 Sometimes,” he writes, “the 

same divine appearance, which at one 
time is called r;*r;“ , is afterwards 

called simply nirP , as Gen. xvi. 7, ct 
seq. coll. v. 13 ; xxii. 11 ; coll. 12 ; xxi. 
11, coll 16; Exod. iii. 2, coll. 5; Jud. 
vi. 14, coll. 22; xiii. 18, coll. 22. This 
is to be so understood, that the Angel of 
God is here nothing else than the invisi¬ 
ble Deity itself, which thus unveils itself 
to mortal eyes; see J. H. Miehaelis de 
Angelo Dei, Hal. 1702. Tholuck, Com¬ 
ment. zum Ev. Johannis, p. 36. Hence 
Oriental translators, as Saadias, Abusai- 
des, and the Chaldee-Samaritan, whom¬ 
ever Jehovah himself is said to appear 
upon earth, always put for the name of 
God, the Angel of God'* See the very 
satisfactory observations of Dr. M'Caul 
on this subject, in his translation of Kim- 
chi on Zecbariah, pp. 9—27, in which 
he has shown that there is but one being 
who is called in Scripture ri”' 1 , 

the Angel of Jehovah ; that the proper 
name of this one Being is n^rr , Jeho¬ 
vah ; that this Being says of himself, dis¬ 
tinctly and unequivocally, that He is the 
God whom Jacob worshipped, the God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and that 
Eome of the Rabbins themselves have 
been compelled to admit the facts. See 
also Dr. J. Pye Smith’s Scripture Testi¬ 
mony to the Messiah, vol. i. pp. 445— 
463 ; and Stonard on Zechariah, pp. 15 
—19. In the Babylonian Talmud, San- 

46 


hedrin, fol. 93, eol, 1, the following brief 
exposition is given of the man here re¬ 
ferred to by the prophet: 44 This man is 
no other than the Holy One, blessed be 
He; for it is said, 4 The Lord is a man 
of war.’ ” The position of this Captain 
of the Lord’s host, is stated to be “ among 
the myrtles "which were in the shady val¬ 
ley.” Many conjectures have been ad¬ 
vanced respecting both the myrtles and 
the valley, but, in my opinion, they are 
all gratuitous, since it does not appear 
that these objects were designed to be 
symbolically understood, but are merely 
added as incidental circumstances, to 
give vivacity and force to the represen¬ 
tation. being always used, like 

and of depth in reference 

to water or mire, it is clear from the con¬ 
nection that such cannot be the significa¬ 
tion of , which is a derivative, not 

from Vs::, to sink, be deep, but from VV::, 
to be shaded , darkened; hence the shade 
or shady place , probably that of a moun¬ 
tain. Such derivation is indicated by 
the Dagcsh compensative in the Lamed, 
and is supported by the renderings of the 

LXX. and Syr. KaraoKiwv, . £ Vji- 

llitzig and Ewald, comparing the Arab. 
auL but umbraculum, tentorium, inter¬ 
pret the word as meaning tent or taber¬ 
nacle, and suppose heaven, as the dwell - 
ing-plaee of Jehovah, to be intended; 
but the exegesis is far-fetched and inept 
Equally unsatisfactory is the attempt of 
the latter of these writers to palm upon 
C‘0“n the signification of , moun - 
tains , by comparing the term with 1 :nn , 
height, Is. xlv. 2. Twv opcW of the 
LXX. must have originated in their hav¬ 
ing mistaken C'tnn for , or it may 
be an interpretation derived from chap, 
vi. 1. Behind the rider, who appears as 
their leader or eaptoin, follow three com¬ 
panies of horsemen, distinguished from 
each other by the color of the horses. It 
is not to be inferred, that, because D'CnS, 
horses, only are mentioned, wc arc to 
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9 were horses that were reel, bay and white. Then I said, What 
arc these, my lord ? And the angel who spake with me, said 


conceive of them as being presented to 
view without their riders. This is evi¬ 
dent from the reply given by the riders, 
ver. 11. G-D, like our English horse , is 
sometimes used in a military sense, to 
denote cavalry. Still, as the color of the 
horses forms an important feature in the 
representation, they must have been spe¬ 
cially prominent to the mental vision of 
the prophet. On a comparison of the 
present verse with chap. vi. 1—8, and 
Rev. vi. 2—8, it will appear that horses 
with their riders arc employed in the 
symbolical language of Scripture to de¬ 
note dispensations of divine providence. 
The peculiar nature of the dispensations 
is indicated by the color of the horses, 
and the armor and appearance of the 
riders. Red , the color first mentioned, 
being that of fire and blood, is the ap¬ 
propriate symbol of war and bloodshed. 
That of the second company of horses is 
expressed by bay, or brown , per¬ 

haps not differing from what is com¬ 
monly called chestnut . See Eochart, 
Hieroz. tom. i. lib. ii. cap. 7. AVhat 
induces the belief that this color is meant 
is, that c'js'Ww signify vines w r hich bear 
purple, or dark colored grapes. Comp. 

the Arab. rufus color; ^ 

valdc rubens seu rufus camelus. The 
LXX. tyapol ; Vulg. varii. The addi¬ 
tion, Kal TroiKi\ot t in the text of the 
LXX. is doubtless a gloSs. This color 
is symbolical of a middle state of things 
— a dispensation neither characterized 
by hloodshed, nor by victory and joyous 
prosperity, which the white color is uni¬ 
versally allowed to represent. From 
what is stated, ver. 11, it is obvious we 
cannot interpret the dispensations, thus 
emblematically set forth, of events still 
future at the time of the vision. The 
different cohorts speak of their commis¬ 
sion as already fulfilled. The colors 
must, therefore, denote the Medo-Per¬ 
sian war, in which the Babylonian em¬ 


pire wns subverted; the mixed or tran¬ 
sition state of affairs which followed ; and 
the complete establishment of the new 
dynasty in the room of the tyrannical 
power by which the Jews had been en¬ 
slaved. In consideration of the awful 
vengeance which had been inflicted upon 
that power, the color of the horse on 
which the commander rode is represented 
as being red, rather than bay or white — 
evidently with the design of affecting 
the minds of the Jews with a sense of 
the great deliverance which had been 
■wrought for them by their Divine Pro¬ 
tector. 

9. Marekius, Ch. B. Miehaelis, Rosen- 
miiller, Maurer, and Ewald, arc of opin¬ 
ion, that the angel here spoken of is 
identical with the man riding on the 
horse mentioned in. the preceding verse, 
but the contrary is properly maintained 
by Vitringa and Ilengstenbcrg, as a com¬ 
parison with ver. 10 is sufficient to show. 
Though the angel who made the com¬ 
munications to the prophet had not been 
formerly mentioned, he had presented 
himself to him, or stood beside him, 
ready to discharge the duties of his 
office. This angel is uniformly spoken 
of as '3 , the any el that 

spake with me. See verses 13, 14, chap, 
ii. 2, 7, iv. 1, 4, 8, v. 5, 10, vi. 4. The 
language is peculiar to our prophet; and 
from the office specially assigned to the 
angel, he is usually called the anqelus 
interpres , or the angelus collocutor. That 
stress is to be laid upon the use of the 
preposition a following the verb -a", to 
speak , as if it w’ere designed to mark the 
internal character of communications 
made by the angel to the prophet—a 
position maintained by Jerome, Ewald, 
Dclitzsch, and some others — cannot be 
satisfactorily made out. The utmost that 

«r 

can be conceded respecting the force of 
the preposition, in Buch connection, is its 
expressing the familiarity or intimacy of 
the intercourse between the Divine mes- 
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10 to me, I will show thee what these are. And the man that 
stood among the myrtles answered and said, These arc they 

11 whom Jehovah hath sent to walk to and fro through the earth. 

O 

And they answered the Angel of Jehovah that stood among the 
myrtles, and said, We have walked to and fro through the earth, 
and, behold! the whole earth sitteth still and is tranquil. 

12 Then the Angel of Jehovah answered and said: O Jehovah 
of hosts! how long wilt thou not compassionate Jerusalem, and 
the cities of Judah, with which thou hast been angry these 

13 seventy years ? And Jehovah answered the angel who spake 


sengcT and the prophet. When the angel 
says , I will show , or cause thee to 

sec these things, the reference is to a men¬ 
tal perception or understanding of tbeir 
meaning. 

10, 11. r::? , signifies to commence or 
proceed to speak, as well as to answer. 
Comp, the use of aTroKpivopai in the New 
Testament. Instead of the requisite in¬ 
formation being communicated by the 
interpreting angel, it is imparted by the 
Angel of Jehovah himself, and by those 
who acted under his command. Because 
the phraseology y-iso "ipr.rri is a l most 
identical with that employed to describe 
the roaming of Satan through the earth, 
Job. i. 7, ii. 2, it has been inferred that 
the horsemen represent celestial spirits 
sent forth for the execution of the di¬ 
vine purposes; but the ground is too 
precarious to admit of any such theory 
being built upon it, as a comparison with 
Rev. vi. 2—8, is sufficient to show. The 
simple occurrence of the same terms can¬ 
not of itself justify this interpretation. 
From the reply being given to the Angel 
of Jehovah, we may conclude, that he 
had signified to them that they should 
make their report for the information of 
the prophet. In consequence of their 
several operations, the obstacles had been 
removed out of the way which prevented 
the restoration of the Jews ; the wars in 
whieh the Persians had been engaged 
had eeased ; and, at the time the prophet 
had the vision, in the second year of Da¬ 
rius, universal peace obtained in all the 
regions with which the people of God 


had any connection. For the use of 
to denote a state of tranquillity after 
war, comp. Jud. v. 26. A similar com¬ 
bination of rntP with r»Vi occurs ch. 
vii. 7, and is intended to express the 
profound character of the peace which 
was then enjoyed. 

12. , to answer , is here, as in other 

instances, used in the simple acceptation 
of speaking, or continuing a discourse. 
The language is that of intercessory 
expostulation. While all the heathen 
nations around Judea enjoyed prosperity, 
that country was still much in the same 
state in which it had been during the 
captivity. Some of the captives had re¬ 
turned, but they were too few to produce 
anything like a marked change in its 
circumstances. Vitringa, Stonard, and 
some others, without sufficient reason, 
think that a different term of seventy 
years is here intended from that pre¬ 
dicted Jer. xxv. 11, xxix. 10. What in 
reality were the years of indignation upon 
the cities, but the years of the captivity 
of their inhabitants? r.: - j r.t t 

T T • ■ • •' 1 

■ ■ 

“ these seventy years,” express emphati¬ 
cally the period during which the cap¬ 
tivity had continued. Two of these 
years, dating from the destruction of 
Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, had yet 
nearly to run before the expiration of 
the predicted period, so that the language 
of the expostulation is most appropriate, 
when viewed as calculated to meet the 
feelings of the Jewish people. 

13. That it is the same being who is 

styled rrirp , the Angel of Jeho- 
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14 with me with good and comfortable words. And the angel who 
spake with me said to me. Cry, saying, 

Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: 

I am zealous for Jerusalem, 

And for Zion, with great zeal; 

15 And I am very greatly displeased 
With the nations that are at ease; 

Because I was a little displeased, 

And they helped forward the affliction. 

16 Wherefore, thus saith Jehovah: 

I have returned to Jerusalem in compassion : 

My house shall be built in her, saith Jehovah of hosts, 

Aud a line shall be stretched out over Jerusalem. 

17 Cry again, saying, 

Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: 

My cities shall yet overflow with prosperity; 

For Jehovah will yet comfort Zion, 

And will yet take pleasure in Jerusalem. 


vah, that is here designated by the in¬ 
communicable name rS~r , Jehovah, just 
as in the passages quoted by Gesenius, 
Ter. 8, seems past dispute. As the Di¬ 
vine Mediator, after having made inter¬ 
cession with the Father, who is addressed 
by the title rhr. m , Jehovah of 

hosts, he communicates to the interpret¬ 
ing angel the consolatory answer which 
was to be made to the prophet- 
C-ttr.a , are in apposition: lit. xoords, 
consolations, i. e. consolatory words. 
LXX. Arfyouy rapaKkifr utovs. Comp, 

la. lvii. 18 ; Hos. xi. 8. 

14. This and the three following verses 

contain the consolatory words just refer¬ 
red to, which the prophet is commanded 
by the interpreting angel to communicate 
to the Jews. construed with s , or 

with the accusative, signifies to envy, be 
jealous, indignant at any person or thing; 
with S as here, it is taken in a good sense, 
to be zealous for anything, actively to 
interest one’s self on behalf of any one. 
Comp. Numb. xxv. 11,13; 2 Sam. xxi. 
2 ; 1 Kings xix. 10. 

15. The adjective signifies not 


merely to be at rest , as the whole earth 
is described, ver. 11, but, in a bad sense 
to live at ease, be carnally secure. The 
enemies of the Jews had not simply 
executed the Divine indignation against 
that people, but they had done it wan¬ 
tonly. buch seems to be the force of 

’ ■ : ; v 

16. The building of the temple had 
been begun, but it still lay for the most 
part in ruins, and was not finished till 
the sixth vear of Darius. See Ezra vi. 

m 

15. , for which the Keri has, by 

emendation, the more usual form , 
occurs 1 Kings rii. 23 ; Jer. xxxi. 39. 

17. Few as were the inhabitants of 

Judea at tbe time of the vision, the land 
was speedily re-occupied ; and the popu¬ 
lation had greatly increased by the time 
of the Maccabees. Josephus informs us, 
that, overflowing with numbers, Jerusa¬ 
lem gradually crept beyond its walls 
till a fourth hill, called Bezetha, was 
covered with habitations, ps, Arab, 
yeli, effusus fuit, to overflow. 

That the overflowing, however, is to be 
interpreted of prosperity, and not of the 
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18 Then I lifted up my eyes and looked, and, behold ! four horns. 

19 And I said to the angel who spake with me, What arc these? 
And he answered me, These are the horns which have scat- 

20 tered Judah, Israel and Jerusalem. And Jehovah showed me 

21 four workmen. Then I said, What are these coming to do? 
And he spake, saying, These are the horns which have scattered 


inhabitants, appears from the w, indicat¬ 
ing the subject-matter, being prefixed 

tO 2^13. 

VISION II. 

18, 19. (Heb. ii. 1, 2.) This vision is 
so intimately connected with the preced¬ 
ing that the break in the Hebrew Bible 
here, occasioned by the commencement 
of a new chapter, is very unhappy. As 
usual in these visions, the hieroglyphic 
is first presented, ■jnp , a horn , is the 
symbol of a kingdom, or political pow¬ 
er, the figure being taken from bulls, 
and other homed animals having their 
strength in their horns. Thus the ten 
horns of the fourth beast in Daniel's 
vision, are symbolical of the ten king¬ 
doms into which the Roman empire was 
divided on the overthrow of the imperial 
throne, chap. vii. 20; and in the repre¬ 
sentation made of the same subject to 
John, the ten horns of the seven-headed 
beast are said to have upon them ten 
crowns, Rev. xiii. 1, xvii, 3. Comp. ver. 
12, where it is expressly stated, that “ the 
ten horns which thou sawest are ten 
kings,” i. e. kingdoms, the ruling power 
being put for the whole government. The 
powers referred to by Zcchariah were 
those w’hieh had been hostile to the 
Jews, and had scattered them abroad 
from their own land. Jerome, Kimchi, 
Abarbanel, Vatablus, and others, have 
been led by the occurrence of the num¬ 
ber /our, to interpret the horns of the 
Babylonian, Persian, Grecian, and Ro¬ 
man empires ; but to this exegesis it has 
justly been objected, that of these powers 
two were not yet in existence, and can¬ 
not be prophetically spoken of, because 
the hostility described was that which 
had already taken place. Neither is it 


true that the Jews were scattered by the 
Persian power as they had been by the 
Babylonian. What took place under 
Darius Oehus cannot be taken into the 
account here. The number is rather to 
be referred to the four quarters of the 
earth in their immediate relation to Pal¬ 
estine. Comp. chap. ii. 6, Thus Theo- 
doret, Clarius, Ribera, Sanchez, a Castro, 
Munster, Calvin, Newcome, Rosenmiil- 
ler, Hitzig, and Maurer. “Jerusalem” is 
added to render the description more 
emphatic, being the metropolis, the site 
of the temple, and the royal residence. 

20, 21. (Heb. ii. 3,4.) Here, again, the 
same Divine Person is called n’l-*'., who 
was formerly spoken of as rif:" . 

See on ver. 13. c‘'rin , workmen in 

♦ i i 

iron, brass, stone, or w T ood, from win , to 
cut , grave , fabricate. From the special 
employment assigned to these artificers, 
we may not inaptly compare 'nn 
r*n:K i workmen of destruction , which 

is rendered in our common version, “skil¬ 
ful to destroy,” Ezck. xxi. 3G. The at- 

w F 

tempt of Blaney to justify his rendering 
the word by ploughmen , first suggested by 
Michaelis, must be regarded as a failure. 
On the inquiry being made, what these 
artificers were coming to do, a reply is 
given, which further describes the tyr¬ 
anny exercised over the Hebrew people, 
and then states that they were the instru¬ 
ments commissioned to destroy the hostile 
powers. By again pressing the number 
four, interpreters have involved them¬ 
selves in inextricable difficulties. All 
that is meant to be conveyed, is the ad¬ 
equacy of the means employed to effect 
the punishment of the nations which 
had afflicted the people of God. That 
no appeal can be made, in illustration, 
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Jiulah, so that no man lifted up his head; but these are come 
to terrify them, to throw down the horns of the nations, which 
raised the horn against the land of Judah to scatter it. 


to the history of the four great monarch¬ 
ies, is proved by the fact that the work¬ 
men are represented as distinct from the 
horns, whereas these monarchies succes¬ 
sively destroyed each other. The rabbin¬ 
ical reference to the days of the Messiah 
is altogether aside from the point, as is 
likewise the reference which some have 
made to angels. There can be no doubt 
that the several human instrumentali¬ 
ties arc intended, which God called into 
operation to crush the powers in the 
different countries around Palestine, by 
which it had been invaded, and its in¬ 
habitants carried away captive. The 
conjecture of Blaney, who would read 
■vtnn instead of rmn, and, changing 
the punctuation of ers into cjis , ren- 
ders, “ to sharpen their coulter," has not 


been approved. Nor is anything of the 
kind necessary. Terror implies a sense 
of inferiority, weakness, and exposure to 
suffering, and is here appropriately rep¬ 
resented, as a precursor of that overthrow 
to which the enemies of the Jews were 
to be subjected. Comp. Jud. viii. 12 ; 1 
Sam. xiv. 15; Ezek. xxx. 9. r.t*' sig- 

1 T ° 

nilies to throw, cast , stretch, the particu¬ 
lar manner of which is to be determined 

w 

by the context. Here that of casting 
down, or effecting an overthrow, is the 
mode most naturally suggested. The 
signification to handle , exercise the hand , 
which some have proposed, is less opt, 
■n , hand, being derived from the verb, 
and not the verb from the noun. . 

1 .. y 

land , is here, as frequently, put for its 
inhabitants. 


CHAPTER II. 

In a third vision, a man with a measuring line is represented as going forth to take the di¬ 
mensions of Jerusalem with a view to its restoration to its former condition, ver 1—3; 
an act which is virtually declared to be unnecessary, by the prediction that such should 
be the increase of the population, and such their prosperity, that the city should extend, 
like unwalled towns, into the surrounding localities; and that, under the immediate pro¬ 
tection of Jehovah, walls would he altogether unnecessary, 4, 5. In the faith of this 
prophetic announcement, and with a view to their escape from the judgment which was 
still about to be inflicted upon Babylon, the Jews which remained in that city are sum¬ 
moned to return from their captivity, 6, 7; an assurance of Divine protection, and of the 
destruction of their enemies, is given them. 8, 9; and they arc cheered by the promises, 
that Jehovah would again make Jerusalem his residence, and elfect, in connection with 
the restoration of his people, the conversion of many nations to the true religion, 10,12. 
A solemn call to universal reverence concludes the scene. 


Then I lifted up my eyes, and looked, and, behold! a man 

vision hi. houses, but of the whole extent of the 

1—4. (Htb. ii. 5—7.) The measure- city. Jerusalem is not here considered 
meat here specified was not that of the as already rebuilt, as Stonard supposes. 
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2 with a measuring line iu his hand. And I said: Whither art 
thou going? And he said to me, To measure Jerusalem, to see 

3 how much is the breadth thereof, and how much is the length 
thereof. And, behold ! the angel who spake with me went forth, 

4 and another angel came forth to meet him. And he said to 
him, Kun, speak to this young man, saying, 

Jerusalem shall be inhabited into the open country, 

Because of the multitude of men and cattle in the midst of her. 

5 And I will be to her, saith Jehovah, 

A wall of fire around, 

# 

And will be the glory in the midst of her. 


The dimensions are those of the city be¬ 
fore its destruction by the Chaldeans, and 
were now being taken, in order to ascer¬ 
tain the extent of the work that was to 
be effected in its complete restoration. 
The symbolical action was calculated to 
encourage the Jews to proceed with the 
building of the temple which they had 
commenced. Who the measurer was lias 
been disputed. Jarchi, J. H. Michaelis, 
Rosenmiiller, are of opinion that the 
angelus interprea is intended. Ilengs- 
tenberg thinks that, in all probability, he 
is none other than the Angel of Jehovah 
himself. But for neither of these opin¬ 
ions is there sufficient foundation, any 
more than there is for the supposition of 
Blaynev, that he was Nehemiah. He 

m w 

appears to be merely an additional per¬ 
son introduced in the scenic representa¬ 
tion, for the purpose of calling forth, by 
the significant action which he was about 
to undertake, the important information 
contained in the following part of the 
chapter. nsS as twice used here, has 
reference to two different localities: in 
the former instance, in which it is em¬ 
ployed of the interpreting angel, the 
presence of the prophet is the terminus 
a quo ; in the latter, that of the Angel of 
Jehovah. In opposition to the hypoth¬ 
esis of the Rabbins, Vatablus, Ribera, k 
Lapide, Prusius, Blayney, Rosenmiiller, 
Hengstrnberg, and Knobel, who main¬ 
tain that Zcehariah himself is meant by 
Tsn -y:rr, this young man, and argue 
from it, that the prophet was of youth¬ 


ful age at the time he had the vision, I 
cannot but concur with Stonard, Hitzig, 
Maurer, and Ewald, in thinking, that 
the person intended is the man with the 
measuring line, spoken of vers. 1, 2. 
The verb yin, run, implies the necessity 
of despatch, which could only have been 
occasioned by the intended procedure of 
the measurer. lie is arrested in his prog¬ 
ress, and virtually told, that the former 
dimensions of the city would he totally 
inadequate to contain the number of its 
inhabitants, rVrT' 1 rir*E , lit. 

Jerusalem shall dwell , or inhabit open 
places , i. e, the inhabitants will not con¬ 
fine themselves within her walls, but will 
occupy the localities in the open country 
around. Thus Symm. artix'ioTtes ; Jar¬ 
chi and Jerome, riciR vsb, absque muro. 

Comp. 1 Sam. vi. 18, where -sb, 

the country village , is contrasted with 

I’y , a fortified city. See olso 

1 , * • 

Esth. ix. 10 ; Ezek. xxxviii. 11. 

5. (Ileb. vcr. 9.) Though “ the wall 
of fire/' and “ the glory,” arc doubtless 
both to be taken figuratively, the former 
denoting certain protection, and the lat¬ 
ter, illustrious displays of the Divine 
presence in affording oil needful supplies 
of grace, strength, and comfort, we are 
not hence to conclude with Stonord, that 
more is meant hy the citv than the literal 
Jerusalem, as the centre of the restored 
theocracy. The entire connection, and 
all the circumstances of the prophecy^ 
demand this limitation. 



368 


ZECIIARIAH. 


Chap. II. 


6 IIo ! lio ! flee from the north country, saith Jehovah, 
For as the winds of heaven 

Have I spread you abroad, saith Jehovah. 

7 lio! deliver thyself, 0 Zion ! 

That dwellest with the daughter of Babylon. 

8 For thus saith Jehovah of hosts: 


6, 7. (Ileb. 10, 11.) It is generally 
thought that the urgent calls here given 
to those Jews who still remained in 
Babylon, were designed to induce them 
to leave that devoted city before its ap¬ 
proaching siege and capture by Darius. 
In all probability many of them had 
acquired wealth, and might have been 
induced to remain in the enjoyment of 
their possessions. It was necessary that 
such should take the alarm, and, with 
the rest of their countrymen, avail them¬ 
selves without delay of the opportunity 
they now had of returning to their own 
land. The urgency of the call is ex¬ 
pressed by the repetitious form, “*r; ‘'irr, 
Ho! Ho ! which occurs, so far as I am 
aware, in no other part of Scripture. The 
verbs arise , y^r, hear, or the like, 

being readily suggested by the interjec¬ 
tion, will account for the use of the con¬ 
junctive Yau in . The land of the 
north is Babylon, and the regions adja¬ 
cent. See Jer. vi. 22, xvi. 15. Between 
the former and the latter clause of the 
verse there seems, at first sight, a palpa¬ 
ble discrepancy. How, it may be asked, 
could the scattering of the Jews like the 
four winds of heaven be a reason why 
those, in particular, who lived in the 
north quarter should return ? But this 
apparent incoherence has originated in 
the supposition that the prophet here 
asserts the dispersion of that people into 
the four quarters of the globe. Had this, 
however, been his meaning, he would 
have employed b after the verb, as in 
Ezek. xvii. 31. Nor can such construc¬ 
tion be supported by substituting the 
various reading a , viz . yanssa , instead 
of a ; for the words could then only 

f 

properly be rendered, “ I have scattered 
you by" and not “ in” or “ into the four 


winds.” This reading, though supported 
by fifteen MSS., originally by seven more, 
and perhaps by another, by thirteen print¬ 
ed editions, and by the Syr. and Vulg., is 
inferior in point of authority to that of the 
Textus Receptus. The meaning 6eems to 
be, that the scattering of the Hebrew 
people had been so violent and extensive, 
that it could only be fitly compared to 
the force and effect of the combined 
winds of heaven being brought to bear 
upon any object susceptible of dispersion. 
The scattering had been most severely 
felt by those resident at the time of the 
vision in Babylon, and other regions in 
that quarter ; on which account it is de¬ 
scribed with special reference to them. 

■'S is here used, not as a causative, but 
■ 

as a concessive participle, as in Gen. viii. 
21; Exod. xiii. 17. Nothing can be 
more forced, or unsuited to the connec¬ 
tion, than the interpretation, which as¬ 
sumes that *r» "n E is future in signifiea- 
tion, and that the words contain a pre¬ 
diction of a future spreading abroad of 
the Jews as missionaries among the 
heathen. What can be conceived more 
incongruous, than a return of the Jews 
from Babylon, induced by the motive of 
a still more extended dispersion among 
the nations of the earth, without the 
smallest hint of this as their destination ! 
By -p>s, Zion , are meant the inhabi¬ 
tants of Jerusalem, at thnt time still in 
Babylon. The words Vaa“Fa rnri‘i** 

m < « « f ■ * » 

> 1 ■ ■ 

are not in apposition, but in construction, 
and are equivalent to Ilabitatrix Babelis. 
For this idomatic use of see on Is. 
i. 8. Comp. c^stt-ra nari*!*', Jct. 
xlvi. 19. 

8. (Ileb. 12.) Some suppose the proph¬ 
et to be the person who here speaks of 
himself as having been sent; others, the 
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After the glory he hath sent me 
To the nations which spoiled you; 

Surely he that toucheth you 
Toucheth the pupil of his eye. 

9 For, behold ! I will shake my fist at them, 


angel mentioned ver. 4; but that the 
Messiah is intended, must be inferred 
from what is predicated of him, ver. 9, 
that he would shake his hand at the 
nations which had afflicted the Jews. 
Comp. Is. xlviii. 16, where the divine 
mission of the Second Peison of the 
Trinity is described in parallel language. 
Blayney, Newcome, Gesenius, Hitzig, 
Maurer, and Ewald, strangely concur in 
rendering *:nV^ ""|22 *rs, He hath 
sent me after glory, in the sense of, with 
a view to acquire it. In no other pas¬ 
sage, however, is -ins employed, except 
as an adverb or preposition of place or 
time; nor is it ever connected as a prep¬ 
osition with nVa. This verb is not even 

■— ■» 

here construed with it, but with the prep¬ 
osition Vs immediately following. It 
can only, therefore, be employed to 
denote the posteriority of the mission 
specified to the restoration of the glorious 
presence of the manifested Jehovah to 
his recovered people. Thus the LXX. 

ott'ktoi 5o£qos. Syr. 1 * A «-s. after 

the glory, which is falsely rendered in 
the London Polyglott, ad prosequendum 
honorem. Targ. ttsst -ijin 

V 2'V p rsn *sV , after the glory which he 
hath promised to bring to you . Vulg. 
post gloriam . Such exegesis is most 
naturally suggested by the use of -^22 , 
glory , ver. 5. After what had been there 
promised should have been accomplished, 
the Divine Legate had a commission to 
punish the nations in the immediate 
vicinity of the Holy Land, such as the 
Moabites, Idumeans, Ammonites, Philis¬ 
tines, and Syrians, by whom the Jews 
had been attacked and plundered on va¬ 
rious occasions, and especially on that of 
the Chaldean invasion. The Jews in 
Babylon needed, therefore, to be under 

47 


no apprehension from these enemies, and 
might return with confidence to their 
own land. The tender regard which 
Jehovah cherished for them, is expressed 
with exquisite beauty in the concluding 
clause of the verse. No member of the 
body is more susceptible of pain, or more 
vigilantly protected, than the eye, espec¬ 
ially the pupil, or aperture through which 
the rays of light pass to the retina. 
in the phrase *]*:? ^ 22 , the pupil of the 
eye, Gesenius now derives from 22 : , to 
bore, make hollow , and considers it to 

stand for rzna , o hole gate, like the 

1 T ^ * 

Arab. » but his former etymology 

• • 

is preferable, according to which it is to 
be derived from r:2 2 , Arab. LsLsi dixit 

^ ^ V V 

baba , Gr. iramri^iv, to say papa , spoken 
of a child. Hence the Arab. boo- 



boo (the origin of our English booby), pu- 
ellus, boy. The phrase thus corresponds 
to the other Hebrew mode of expressing 
the same thing, ■)*? , the little man 

of the eye , Deut. xxxii. 10 ; Prov. vii. 2. 



and used in Ara¬ 

bic ; and the Arabs say in language quite 
parallel to that of the prophet, | 





dearer to me than the pupil of mine eye. 

Both modes are more expressive than the 

Latin of Catullus ; multo quod carius illi 

est oculis , or, ni te plus octdis mcis ama- 

rem. The pronominal affix in \: ■ V , his 

eye, is to be referred to nN 2 2 fy-r , 

Jehovah of hosts, at the beginning of the 

verse, the nominative to , and not 

■ - T 

with Kimehi, Blayney, Stonard, and oth¬ 
ers, to the enemy himself. 

9. (Ileb. 13.) For the phrase 
comp. Is. xi. 15, xix. 16. It is indica- 
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And they shall be a spoil to their slaves: 

And ye shall know that Jehovah of hosts hath sent me. 

10 Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion ! 

For, behold! I come, 

And I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith Jehovah. 

11 And many nations shall join themselves to Jehovah in that day, 
And shall become my people ; 

And I will dwell in the midst of thee, 

And thou shalt know that Jehovah of hosts hath sent me unto 
thee. 

12 And Jehovah shall possess Judah his portion, 

In the holy land ; 

And shall again take pleasure in Jerusalem. 

13 Let all flesh be silent before Jehovah, 

For he is roused from his holy habitation. 


tive of the threatening attitude of Jeho¬ 
vah when about to inflict vengeance upon 
his enemies. By trmny, their slaves, 
are meant the Jews, whom the nations, 
either by capture or purchase, had 
brought into a state of slavery. Comp. 
Is. xiv. 2. y-n , here and in ver. 11, 

T W 

signifies, as frequently, to know by expe¬ 
rience ,, 

10, 11. (Heb. 14, 15.) The divine res¬ 
idence here predicted, must be interpreted 
of that which took place during the so¬ 
journ of the Son of God in the land of 
Judea. The almost entire identity of 
the language here employed, with that 
used chap ix. 9, where, in like manner, 
the daughter of Zion is called to hail the 
advent of her King, compels to this con¬ 
clusion. Comp. Ps. xl. 7; Is. xl. 9, 10. 
So evidently is this the only fair con¬ 
struction of the meaning, that Kimchi 
himself refers the passage ■V'FyV 

rpBttr:, to future events in the times of 
the Messiah. The phrases K?nn cyn , 
Cnn , that day , those days, fre- 

quently point out the period of his man¬ 
ifestation and reign. With this appear¬ 
ance and residence of the Messiah are 


connected, as their consequents, the ex¬ 
tensive conversion of the heathen nations 
and their being constituted a people de¬ 
voted to his service and glory. The rep¬ 
etition of the prediction relative to his 
residence in Zion, is designed to express 
the certainty of the event. 

12. (Heb. 16.) As mention had just 
been made of the adoption of the nations 
to be the people of the Messiah, the 
prophet, to preclude the idea, that the 
Jews were no more to enjoy that privilege, 
proceeds to describe a future period, dur¬ 
ing which they should again be the ob¬ 
jects of the Divine favor and delight. 
Restored to the Holy Land, they shall 
again be the possession of the Lord. 
Comp. Exod. xxxiv. 9 ; Deut. iv. 20, ix. 
26, 29, xxxii. 9. The ideaB suggested 
by their being the possession of Jehovah 
are those of their being the objects of his 
regard and care. Ps. xxviii. 9. 

13. (Heb. 17.) A call to universal 
reverence and submission in prospect of 
the wonderful interpositions of Jehovah 
on behalf of his church. Comp. Ps. 
lxxyi. 8, 9; Zeph. L 7* 
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CHAPTER III. 


I>- Ibis chapter a fourth vision is described, in which Joshua the high priest is represented 
as occupying his official position in the Divine presence at Jerusalem, hut opposed in his 
attempt to recommence the service of Jehovah, by Satan, who accused him of being dis¬ 
qualified for the discharge of his functions, ver. 1. The accusation is met by a reprimand, 
drawn from the Divine purpose to restore Jerusalem, and the narrow escape which the 
priesthood had had from total extinction, 2. The guilt attaching to the high priest, in his 
representative capacity, and its removal, is next figuratively set forth. 3—5. He has then 
a solemn charge delivered to him, followed by a conditional promise, 6, 7; after which 
we have a prediction of the Messiah, as a security that the punishment of the Jews would 
l>c entirely removed, their temple completely restored, and a period of prosperity intro¬ 
duced, 8—10. 


1 And lie showed me Joshua the high priest, standing before 
the Angel of Jehovah, and the Adversary standing on his right 
hand to oppose him. 


VISION IT. 

1. The nominative to is the 

. »• » ^ — 

interpreting angel, understood. Comp, 
ch. i. 9. As the phrase tcs , to 
t(and before , is sometimes used of appear¬ 
ing before a judge, Numb. xxxv. 12; 
Deut. xix. 17; 1 Kings iii. 16; it has 
been inferred that we have here the rep¬ 
resentation of a judicial transaction, an 
exegesis which is supposed to derive con¬ 
firmation from the circumstance of an 
accuser being mentioned in the following 
verse. But as the person here described 
is the high priest, and the phrase in ques¬ 
tion is that which is appropriated to ex¬ 
press the position of the priests when 
ministering to Jehovah, Deut. x. 8 ; 2 
Chron. xxix. 11; Ezck. xliv. 15; it is 
more natural to conclude that Joshua is 
here represented as having entered the new 
temple which was in the course of erec¬ 
tion, and taken his position in front of 
the altar before the holy of holies. The 
high priest not only entered the most 
sacred place once a year on the day of 
atonement, but was authorized to perform 
all the duteia of the ordinary priests; so 
that he may here be conceived of as about 
to offer sacrifice for the people, when he 
was opposed by Satan. That the altar 
of burnt offering was erected before the 


building of the temple was proceeded 
with, is clear, from Ezra iii. 2, 3, 6, 7. 
The rrrn , before whom Joshua 

stood, was no other than nim himself, as 
ver. 2 evidently shows. It has been 
matter of dispute, whether by yuirri we 
are here to understand the great enemy 
of God and man 6 avribiKos, 1 Pet. v. 8; 
& KaT-fjywp, Rev. xii. 18 ; or, whether a hu¬ 
man adversary or adversaries are intended. 
Those who advocate the latter position 
think that Sanballat, or some other ene¬ 
my of the Jews, is meant; but the em¬ 
phatic form of the term, investing it, as 
it does, with the nature of a proper name 
(Gesen. Heb. Gram. § 107, 2), decidedly 
favors the former interpretation. We 
find this name given to the chief of the 
evil spirits in the book of Job, the most 
ancient in the Bible. See chap. i. and 
ii. Some have compared Ps. cix. 6, but 
the parallel term yttin is against such 
construction in that passage. From the 
identity of the phraseology', however, 
which represents the adversary as taking 
his place at the right hand of the accused, 

it has been concluded, that it was cus¬ 
tomary in the Jewish courts for the accu¬ 
ser to assume this position. What the 
ground of opposition on the part of Satan 
was, we are not here informed; but if 


372 


Z E C II A R I A II. 


Chap. III. 


2 And Jehovah said to the Adversary, 

Jehovah rebuke thee, O Adversary! 

Even Jehovah that taketh delight in Jerusalem, rebuke thee ; 
Is not this a brand snatched from the tire ? 

3 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and he stood 

4 before the Angel. And he answered and spake to those that 
stood before him, saying, Remove the filthy garments from him. 
And he said to him, See! I have caused thine iniquity to pass 


the construction put by some eminent 
commentators upon Jude 9, which re¬ 
solves “ the body of Moses,” there men¬ 
tioned, into the Jewish church, and 
supposes the apostle to refer to the 
passage before us, be the true one (and 
of this I cannot entertain a doubt), it 
will follow, that the character of the 
Jewish people, as not having been legally 
purified from their idolatries, and the 
backwardness w r hich they evinced in re¬ 
building the temple, were urged as pleas 
against them. It is true, the opposition 
is said to have been made to Joshua; but 
it must be remembered that he appears 
here, not in his personal, but in his offi¬ 
cial character, as the representative of 
the whole body of the people. 

2. Almost all the commentators, even 
Maurer and Ilitzig, agree in the opinion, 

that the incommunicable name rr.r* . 

1 » * 

■ 

Jehovah, is here given to the angel spoken 

of in the preceding verse. See on ch. i. 8. 

So obvious did this appear to the Syriac 

translator, from the spirit of the context, 

v ,o o 

that he renders *i - ql j . • the 

Angel of the Lord , a rendering which 
Newcome would, very uncritically, have 
admitted into the text. The interpreta¬ 
tion of Rosenmiiller, “ vocatur legatus 
de nomine principis sui,” is a pure fiction, 
and directly opposed to Scripture usage. 
The verb lya signifies to chide, rebuke, 
so as to silence those who are the ohjects 
of the reproof, and restrain them from 
carrying their designs into effect. It is 
repeated for the sake of emphasis, to 
express the absolute certainty that the 
machinations of Satan Bhould prove utter¬ 


ly abortive. In the reference to the Divine 
choice of Jerusalem, there is a recogni¬ 
tion of the promise, ch. i. 17, ii. 12. The 
pointed interrogation has respect to Josh¬ 
ua, and forcibly, though tacitly, conveys 
the idea, that his deliverance, and that 
of the people whom be represented, from 
the destruction which threatened them 
in Babylon, was the result of sudden 
and efficient interposition on the part of 
Jehovah. It was not, therefore, for a 
moment to be supposed that he would 
now withdraw his favor from them, and 
abandon them to their enemies. He had 
rescued them, in order that they might 
be preserved. 

3, 4. Because the Romans used to 
clothe persons who were accused in a 
sordid dress, Drusius and others have 
imagined that the idea of a criminal is 
still kept up. That the filthy garments 
in which Joshua appeared were symbol¬ 
ical of the guilt and punishment of the 
Jews, seems beyond dispute; just as their 
removal, and his investment with splen¬ 
did attire, indicates a state of restoration 
to the full enjoyment of their religious 
privileges, nsis, fiUh, is used meta¬ 
phorically to denote the moral pollution 
contracted by sin. See Prov. xxx. 12; 
Is. iv. 4. He is represented as appearing 
in the Bqunlid garments in which he had 
returned from a state of captivity in 
Babylon, and as having restored to him 
the gorgeous dress of the high priest. 

, costly or splendid habiliments, 
such as were worn on special occasions, 
and put off as soon as the occasion was 
over. See on Is. iii. 22. Those who are 
here commanded to change the dress of 
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5 away from thee, and I will invest thee with costly habiliments. 
He then said, Let them place a pure mitre upon his head. And 
they placed the pure mitre upon his head, and invested him with 

6 the habiliments. Then the Angel of Jehovah stood up. And 
the Angel of Jehovah protested to Joshua, saying: 

7 Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: 

If thou wilt walk in my ways, 

And if thou wilt observe my charge, 


Then thou shalt both judge 

Joshua are not, as Ewald supposes, atten¬ 
dant priests, but attendant angels. The 
nominative to ir**, and virV is rfm"', 
and not n*zrn docs not 

' \ ■_ f r - “ v 

mean, as Gesenius interprets, to let in¬ 
iquity or sin pass by, but to remove its 
guilt or punishment, and thus effectively 
to remit or forgive. This guilt or pun¬ 
ishment is represented as having lain as 
a heavy load upon Joshua, and to have 
been removed V V io , from upon him. 
z-~t is not to be changed into *izVs , 

r ■ “ «♦ L "* 

■ _ _ “ 

as in the Targ. and Syr., but is to be re¬ 
garded as a not unusual elliptical form 

of the idiomatic rzVs rzVn . 

■ ■ . ■“ •’ •_ ■“ 

5. The punctuation “jasi is obviously 
incorrect, since it introduces the prophet 
as taking a part in the transactions ex¬ 
hibited in the vision, which is altogether 
foreign to the position he occupied. The 
word should be pointed i and has 

been so read by the Targ., Syr., and 
Vulg. translators. Cj*:s , tiara, or tur¬ 
ban , is used instead of rtzuyz , the term 

v v : * 

employed in the Pentateuch to denote 
this part of the high priest’s dress. LXX. 
Kttiapts. At the adjective fnr'y 

is to be supplied from the preceding, or 
the article maybe understood. -'t'S is 
more appropriately rendered “Etood up,” 
than, as in our common version, “ stood 
by.” The latter rendering presents the 
Angel of Jehovah to view as a simple 
spectator; the former in the solemn pos¬ 
ture of one who is about to deliver an 
important charge. And this, as the fol¬ 
lowing verses show, was precisely the 
character in which he appeared. 3Ie had 
been sitting upon his throne, but now 


my house, 

rises to announce the divine decree re¬ 
specting the responsible duties which 
devolved upon Joshua in his sacerdotal 
capacity. I do not agree with Dr. Ston- 
ard, who supposes that the Angel as¬ 
sumed the character and position of a 
witness. The participial - form of the 
verb is adopted for the purpose of vary¬ 
ing the style. 

o w 

6. 7. ri", as here used in Iliphil, sig¬ 
nifies, to make a solemn declaration . 
LXX. biffiapTuparo. Targ. and Syr. 

rrcs. Vulg. contestabatur. , 

...» ° ■ 

mg charge, means the laws, prescriptions, 
or rites, which I have given in charge, 
namely, the Mosaic Institute. Obedi¬ 
ence to this the high priest was bound to 
render himself, and upon him supremely 
devolved the obligation to see that it was 
obeyed by others, , from -'ey , 

to guard , keep, observe, is frequently used 
by Moses to denote the office, duty, or 
charge, to which the priests were to at¬ 
tend. See Lev. viii. 25 ; Numb. i. 53, 
iii. 28, 31, 32, 38. By the “house” of 
the Lord here, we are not to understand 
the temple, as some have imagined, but 
the people of Israel, viewed as composing 
his household or family. Comp. Numb, 
xii. 7 ; IIos. viii. 1, ix. 15. , to judge, 

is always employed in reference to per¬ 
sons; never with respect to things. 
There appears to be in the declaration 
here made, an anticipation of the part 
which the sacerdotal family of Joshua 
was to take in the government ot the 
Jewish state rvzVr'c is the Iliphil par¬ 
ticiple of rpr, . just ns is of 

, Jer. xxix. 8 ; and '5^ <>( r\y , 
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And keep my courts, 

And I will give thee guides among these who are standing by. 
Hear now, O Joshua! the high priest, 

Thou and thy companions that sit before thee; 


2 Chron. xxviii. 23. It must, therefore, 
signify those who cause to go or walk , 
leaders , conductors, guides. "Who these 
■were we are not informed, farther than, 
that they were standing in the pres¬ 
ence of the Angel, and were pointed at 
by him. Some have thought that the 
subordinate priests who attended upon 
Joshua are intended ; but such interpre¬ 
tation is altogether unsuitable to the dig¬ 
nified character which, as high priest, he 
sustained. As none but superior beings 
could be his leaders or conductors, it fol¬ 
lows that the angels must be meant. 
This view is confirmed by the circum¬ 
stance of their being represented as 

standing/’ namely, in the presence of 
Jehovah, ready to execute his behests, 
whereas the subordinate priests are 
spoken of in the following verse as 41 sit¬ 
ting” before Joshua. The import of the 
promise is, that he and his successors in 
office should enjoy the care, direction, 
and aid of celestial spirits in the manage¬ 
ment of the national affairs. Munster, 
Vatablus, Rosenmuller, Ewald, and Hit- 
zig, take I'rVnw to be the plural of the 
noun a walk, or walking place; 

but this affords no appropriate sense, ex¬ 
cept it be referred to the heavenly state 
— a construction put upon the clause by 
the Targum, Kimchi, and several Chris¬ 
tian interpreters, but which is little suited 
to the language of the connection, and is 
a mode of representation otherwise for¬ 
eign to Scripture. 

8. The companions of Joshua were the 
ordinary priests, who were associated 
with him for the purpose of carrying on 
the service of the temple. They are rep¬ 
resented as “ sitting before” him, not at 
the time the words are addressed to him, 
for they are spoken of in the third per¬ 
son, but usually, when consulting to¬ 
gether about religious matters. On such 


occasions he occupied a more elevated 
seat or throne as their president, while 
they sat on chairs or benches before him. 
By men of sign s or portent, 

are meant symbolical men , persons pre¬ 
figuring, or foreshadowing some person 
or persons still future. Comp. Is. viii. 
18, xx. 3: Ezek, xii. 6, xxiv. 27. That 
only one person is here referred to as 
typified by the Jewish priests, and that 
this one person is none other than the 
Messiah, the following clause of the verse 
ineontrovertibly shows. In their sacerdo¬ 
tal character, and in the presentation of 
sacrifices before Jehovah, they foreshad¬ 
owed the High Priest of our profession, 
Christ Jesus, and the one sacrifice which 
he offered for sins, when he presented 
himself as a propitiatory victim in the 
room of the guilty. For the derivation 
of , see on Joel ii. 30. Though 
nton , they are, refers immediately to the 
subordinate priests, we are not to suppose 
that Joshua is excluded, or that he was 
not a symbolical person as well as they. 
This use of the third person of the pro¬ 
noun instead of the second is not with¬ 
out example. See Zeph. ii. 12. The 
author of the Targum admits that by 

tittS , Branch, the Messiah is meant. 

■ 

His words are, srrrio "Hr? r*" , 

. - - i •* < ■ — - 

** My Servant, the Messiah who shall be 

revealed.” The same interpretation is 

found in other Jewish authorities, as hoth 

Kimchi and Rashi admit. Some few 

Christian interpreters, among whom Gro- 

tius and Blayncy, adopting the opinion of 

the two Rabbins just mentioned, suppose 

Zcrubbabel to be intended: but in mv 

• • 

opinion very preposterously, for that 
prince was already in existence, and in 
the full exercise of his official duties; 
whereas the person to whom Jehovali 
refers had not yet appeared. Even G es- 
enius, Ilitzig, and Maurer, make no scru- 
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(For they are typical persons) 

For, behold! I will introduce my servant THE BRANCH. 
9 For, behold! the stone which I have laid before Joshua, 
Upon the one stone shall be seven eyes: 

Behold! I will form the sculpture thereof, 


pie in applying the title to the Messiah. 
It is that given to him, Is. iv. 2; Jer. 
xxiii. 5, xxxiii. 15 ; and Zech. vi. 12 ; 
and is equivalent to Son. See on Is. iv. 
2, where it is shown that in the writings 
of the ancient Persians, 44 the branch” of 
any one means his son, or one of his pos¬ 
terity. The verb nics , from which the 
noun is derived, signifies to spring forth 
or up, as plants; but the LXX. have 
adopted the word avaro\^ f which ex¬ 
presses the sun-rise. Hence the Saviour 
is called avarcA^ Cipovs, “ the Day¬ 
spring from on high," Luke i. 78. Comp. 
Mai. iv. 2, where np -s z’cr: nrm , “the 
Sun of righteousness shall arise,” is ren¬ 
dered by the LXX. A^arcAe? JjA«or Sinai- 
oovvtjs. The Vulg. adducam servum 
meum orientem . For •'Try , my servant, 
as a designation of the Messiah, comp. 
Is. xlii. 1—7, xlix. 1—9, 1. 5—10, lii. 
13—liii.: and see my Comm, on the first 
of these passages. 

9. Most interpreters regard this verse 
as a continuation of the subject treated 
of at the close of the preceding, and ex¬ 
plain the "rs , stone , of the Messiah in 

i ■ _ 

accordance with such passages as Ps. 
cxviii. 22; Is. xxviii. 16. This view is 
largely insisted upon by Stonard; but 
what, in my judgment, renders it alto¬ 
gether untenable, is the circumstance that 
the stone is spoken of as having been laid 
before , or in the presence of Joshua — 
language which can with no propriety be 
employed with refeence to the Messiah. 
Neither can the reference be to izNr; 

" ■ 9 -• 

_ i ' 

V-rn , the plummet , spoken of ch. iv. 
10, that being represented as in the hand 
of Zerubbabel, and not placed or laid be¬ 
fore his associate in the government. I 
cannot, therefore, imagine any other stone 
to be here intended than the foundation 
stone of the temple, which had been laid 


by Zerubbabel in the presence of Joshua 
and his brethren the priests, who celebra¬ 
ted the joyful event in songs of praise to 
Jehovah. Ezra iii. 8—13. When it is 
said, that upon this “ one stone” were 
“ seven eyes,” w^e are not to conclude 
that they were exhibited upon it. The 
meaning is, that they were directed 
towards it, or intent and fixed upon 
it, as an object of special attention and 

care. While with us an eve is the 

* 

hieroglyphic of Divine Providence, the 
Hebrews, to express the perfection of 
knowledge and wisdom in which all its 
affairs are conducted, employed the hie- 
roglyphic of 44 seven eyes,” — seven, in 
the Oriental style, denoting fulness or 
perfection. Such symbolic representa¬ 
tions were common among the Persians. 
Comp. Rev. i. 4, v. 6. Jehovah here de¬ 
clares, that the erection of the temple, 
the commencement of which had been 
made, in the course of his providence, 
by the laying of the foundation, should 
be an object of his special care and re¬ 
gard. For Vy ‘pv . the eye being upon 
any person or thing, as denoting the 
exercise of kind and vigilant care, see 
Ps. xxxii. 8. The attempt of Yitringa 
and Blayney to explain c^y , of foun¬ 
tains, and so apply the passage to liv¬ 
ing waters flowing from Christ as the 
antitype of the rock smitten in the wil¬ 
derness is a complete failure. The sin¬ 
gular , signifies, indeed, fountain Q9 
well as eye, but it is a settled principle 
of Hebrew grammar than when foun¬ 
tains are intended, the plural feminine 
is uniformly employed, just as the dual 
c-:-y is as uniformly and exclusively 
used to express eyes. See for the princi¬ 
ple, Gescn. Lchrgeb. pp. 539, 540. That 
the dual is employed to express things 
that exist in pairs, even when more 
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Sailh Jehovah of hosts ; 

And I will remove the punishment of that land in one day. 
10 In that day, saith Jehovah of hosts, 

Ye shall each invite his neighbor, 

Under the vine, and under the lig tree. 


than two is intended, Bee on Is. vi. 
2. prirtS PFEJ3 ■’3571, Behold! I will 

i • " *■ " ; ■ ; • 

form the sculpture thereof ; lit. " I will 
open the opening thereof." What kind 
of architectural ornaments are hereby in¬ 
tended, it is impossible to say ; but that 
they were cut out or engraven in the 
foundation-stone, the exigency of the 
place requires, except we regard the stone 
as here used by synecdoche for the whole 
temple, in which ease reference will be 
had to the finishing off of the structure, 
the foundation of which had been laid 
in the presence of Joshua. LXX. opvaaut 

&62rpov. Syr. ]fll, 

•• * 

“Behold, I open the gates of it." tnw 
is here used in Kal, but with a causative 
signification : to remove , cause to depart. 
V? is to be understood, not of iniquity, 
but of the punishment of iniquity — 


the troubles and sufferings to which the 

D 

Jews were subjected on account of it. 
Thus the iniquity of Sodom, Gen. xix. 
15, was the punishment to be inflicted 
upon it; and that of Babylon, Jer. li. 6, 
the same. The land of Judea had borne 
its punishment during the captivity, but 
wos now to be occupied and cultivated. 
To sufferings the Jews were still exposed 
on the part of their enemies, who caused 
an interruption of the building of the 
temple, and prevented the comfortable 
settlement of the people in their own 
land. For their encouragement Jehovah 
promises to put an end to their distress, 
ins , in one day; i. e. soon, in the 

* V 

shortest space of time. s-rir. is 

specifically the land of Palestine. 

10. A promise of the tranquillity and 
social enjoyment that ■were to be experi¬ 
enced by the restored Hebrews. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Undeh the symbol of a golden candlestick is represented the pure and flourishing state of 
the Jewish church as restored after the captivity, 1—3. The signification of this symbol 
the prophet Js left to find out, 4, 5; only a clue is given him in the message which he was 
commissioned to deliver relative to the completion of the temple, in spite of the formid¬ 
able difficulties which interposed, and to the Messiah who was to come after the temple 
was in a finished state, 6, 7- He was ftirther instructed to announce the certainty of the 
former event, on the ground that Zerubbabel, who superintended the work, was under 
the special care of Divine Providence, which should so arrange the course of human 
affairs as to render them subservient to the undertaking, 8—10 Under the additional 
symbol of two olive trees, which supplied the candlestick with the necessary oil, arc rep¬ 
resented Joshua and Zerubbabel, the two principal official persons in the new state, 11—14. 


1 A^d the angel who spake with me awoke me again, like one 

vision V. this verse, that the communicating angel 

1. "We are not to conclude from the had removed to a distance from the 
use of the verb sio at the beginning of prophet, and now returned to him. 


Cuap. IV. 
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2 who is waked out of his sleep. And he said to me, What dost 
thou see ? And I said, I see, and behold ! a candlestick wholly 
of gold, and its bowl upon the top of it, and its seven lamps 


When employed by itself, s?® certainly 
signifies to return; but, according to a 
common Hebrew idiom, when used be¬ 
fore another verb, it merely indicates the 
repetition of the action expressed by such 
verb. See Gen. xxvi. 18, xxx. 31; 2 
Kings i. 11, 13. Connecting the verb in 
this manner with , reference will 

be had, not to any absence of the angel, 
but to his renewed excitement of the 
prophet to give his attention to another 
vision which was to be presented to bis 
view. He had become so absorbed in the 
contemplation of the preceding vision, 
that he required to be roused, as in the 
case of a person in profound sleep. 

2. Instead of the second a 

vast number of the MSS. read correctly 
, as the word is found also in some 

* T 

of the earliest editions. Many MSS. 
and several printed editions exhibit 
without Mappick in the n, and thus 
bring the word into accordance with the 


feminine form, as occurring in the fol¬ 
lowing verse. It has been thus read by 
the LXX. and Syr.; still it seems prefer¬ 
able to regard it as a masculine noun, and 
read , with the pronominal affix. It 
signifies an oil-cup, bowl, or basin, and 
was placed at the top of the candlestick 
for the purpose of supplying with oil the 
small tubes or pipes leading to the sev¬ 
eral lamps. Considerable difficulty has 
been found in endeavoring to account for 

the double numeral form nsari , 

.... « . 

seven and seven . Some think the num¬ 
ber is to be multiplied by itself, and ren¬ 
dered forty-nine; hut this is not only 
abhorrent from the representation other¬ 
wise given of the candlestick, but is un¬ 
warranted by Hebrew usage. Others, 
as Stonard, take the words in a distribu¬ 
tive sense, and make the number to be 
fourteen, understanding by seven and 
seven, twice seven. To this hypothesis, 
however, the copulative Vau forms an 



insuperable objection, since it conveys 
the idea not of distribution merely, but 
also that of diversity or variety. The 
instance adduced from 1 Kings viii. 65, 
is not exactly parallel, as the noun is 
there repeated, which is not the case in 
Zechariah; nor, so far as I can find, do 
xvc meet with any instance parallel to 
nipxw ryirih rya-fi .. Our translators 
remove the one seven, and place it before 
“ lampsbut such construction is alto¬ 
gether unwarranted, and, indeed, they 
appear to have placed only a qualified 
reliance upon it, for they render in the 
margin, seven several pipes. There is 
every reason to suspect that the former 
is an interpolation which has found 
its way into some ancient MSS. and been 
copied into all the rest. This suspicion 
is confirmed by two circumstances. The 
word occurs only once both in the LXX. 
and the Vulg. The former renders : ual 

fTTTa ^TTapUITTpities TO?S \v-%VOIS TOli €7 rai'u) 

a vtt)s ; the latter, et septeni inf usoria 
lucernis , qua erant super caput ejus. The 
other circumstance is, that, as in con¬ 
formity to the number of lamps belong¬ 
ing to the candelabrum in the tabernacle, 
Exod. xxv. 37, from which the symbol 
was evidently borrowed, it is expressly 
slated, that there w r ere only r^.-a rys®, 
seven lamps attached to that presented to 
view in the vision, we cannot conceive of 
there being to each two pipes or conduc¬ 
tors for the oil. The , reeds or 

tubes of Moses, Exod. xxv. 32, 33, 35, 
xxxvii. 18, and the ripSTE , pipes or 
tubes of Zechariah, both signify the same 
objects, viz., those used for conveying the 
oil into the lamps. The latter word is 
derived from p:;" to pour or flow. Vulg. 
infosoria. That the candlestick was sym¬ 
bolical of the Jewish church cannot be 
doubted. Comp. Rev. i. 20 ; xi. 4, where 
the same symbol is used in reference to 
Christian churches. The idea which it 
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3 upon it, and seven pipes to the lamps which are nj>on the top 
of it. And two olive trees beside it, one on the right side of 

4 the bowl, and one on the left side of it. And I addressed my- 

5 self farther to the angel who spake with me, saying, What are 
these, my lord ? And the angel who spake with me answered 

6 and said to me, Dost thou not know what these are ? And I 
said, No, my lord. And he answered and spake to me, saying, 
This is the word of Jehovah to Zerubbabel, saying: 

Not by might, nor by power, 

But by my Spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts. 

* Who art thou, 0 great mountain ? 


Before Zerubbabel thou shalt 

conveys is that such churches are placed 
in the world for the sake of its illumina¬ 
tion. Thus it was with the Jewish church 
in the midst of the surrounding darkness 
of Paganism ; and thus it hath been with 
Christian churches in every age of their 
history. 

3. Of what the two olive-trees were 
emblematical, we learn from ver. 14. 

4, 5. “ , like aroKplvopai in the New 

Testament, signifies to proceed or begin to 
speak , as well as to answer. It is obvi¬ 
ously thus used at the beginning of ver. 
4. Comp. chap. i. 10. While the angel 
had it in commission to explain what was 
meant by these trees, he was to reserve 
the explanation till after he had made 
certain communications relative to the 
building of the temple, and the advent 
of Messiah. 

6. From the purport of the message 
which the prophet was to deliver to Ze¬ 
rubbabel, it may be inferred that he was 
laboring under despondency, produced by 
the consideration of the powerful opposi¬ 
tion with which he had to contend, the 
greatness of the undertaking in which he 
had embarked, and the inadequacy of 
the human means which he had at his 
disposal. Between Vp and ns there is 
no clearly defined difference of meaning. 
They are both used equally of physical 
and of mental and moral power ; and are 
here employed as synonyraes, to exprcsB 
the idea that human might, of whatever 


become a plain: 

description, was of no account with the 
Almighty; that he can effect his pur¬ 
poses by few as well as by many, by those 
whom the world accounts foolish as well 
as by those of superior intellect; and that 
it is by the exercise of his own spiritual 
agency exciting to action, and sustaining 
and giving efficiency to it, that its per¬ 
formance is secured. There seems to be 
here a reference to what we read, Hag- 
gai, ii. 5 : “ My Spirit remaineth among 
you: fear ye not.” The truth, however, 
is of universal application, and is clearly 
taught in the New Testament in refer¬ 
ence to the conversion of sinners, 1 Cor. 
iii. 6 ; 2 Cor. x. 4; Eph. i. 19 : Col. i. 12. 

7. However lowly the feelings enter¬ 
tained by Zerubbabel, he is here taught 
by the sublime and noble figure of the 
depression of a large mountain into a 
level plain, that none of the formidable 
impediments which he apprehended, 
should, in the smallest degree, obstruct 
his progress , who, sometimes refers 
to things, yet eo as to include the idea of 
the human agency connected w ith them. 
Before supply r*r or rT?. 

The interpretation of Stonard, who ap¬ 
plies the mountain to the Christian 
church, is altogether forced and inept. 
By rrt<“r. " 2 N is meant, not any stone 
uniting the two sides of a building at the 
top, but the lapis angular is , or founda¬ 
tion stone, on which at the angle both 
rest, and which, being necessarily much 
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And he shall bring forth the Chief Stone, 

With shouts of Grace ! Grace to it! 

8 And the word of Jehovah was communicated to me saying, 

9 The hands of Zerubbabel have founded this house, 

And his hands shall finish it: 

And ye shall know that Jehovah of hosts hath sent me to you. 
10 For who hath despised the day of small things ? 


larger and more ponderous, as well as 
more serviceable than any other, was 
fully entitled to the distinctive character 
of the chief or principal stone . The 
foundations of the literal temple having 
already been laid by Zerubbabel, it must 
be obvious, that the language is merely 
borrowed from that event, and that his 
attention is directed to Him of whom 
David had prophesied as nas esn , 
the chief or principal comer stone , Ps. 
cxviii. 26, and who ls called in the New 
Testament, KeijiaA^ yutvlas, and At&os 
tucpoywvtcuos. Symm. renders: t6v A U&ov 
T bv 6*pov', Thcod. rbv Kubov rhv irpurrov l 
Aq. rhv \L$ov rhv irpaiTcvwyra ; all con¬ 
veying the idea of the primary or prin¬ 
cipal stone of the building. The LXX. 
mistaking nrx-n for rvrn , render, rhv 
A L&ov rfjs K\r)povofuas- ‘ The nominative 

to is not Zerubbabel, but Jehovah. 

■ 

This was perceived by the Targumist, 
who puts the same Messianic interpreta¬ 
tion ii]K>n the passage, paraphrasing it 

thus: S'O'j T72S- TTTVriS P" 

*• ■ . ^ •*» ^ ^ ^ *“ . ■ 

NP^rV■: ““2 uHVr'i yis’Jpbic, And he 

l 1 9 r i ■ • ■ I p • i 

9 ■ , ■ 

shall reveal his Messiah , who was named 
of old t and he shall rule over all king¬ 
doms . The introduction of this stone 
was to bo accompanied with acclamations 
of “ Grace, Grace to it." PiNrn , shouts 

V • 

or acclamations , from ntia , to make a 
noise, shout aloud , cry as a crowd ; hence 
the noun came to signify the shouting 
of a multitude. The repetition of *jn , 
favor or grace, is for the sake of inten¬ 
sity ; and the ascriptions of this favor to 
the stone (rV) implies that it was pos¬ 
sessed of this quality, and was to be the 
medium or means of its conveyance to 
others. This prediction wa9 clearly ful¬ 


filled in our Redeemer. “ Grace" or 
favor f “ was poured through his lips." 
Ps. xlv. 8. At his birth the p■<sr>, 
acclamations of the heavenly choir, were, 
** Glory to God in the highest, on earth 
peace, goodwill toward men.” Luke ii. 
14. As he approached Jerusalem, the 
multitudes were loud in their acclaims 
of “ Hosanna to the Son of David. 
Blesssed be he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord ! Hosanna in the highest" 
Nor is the phrase, •« The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ,” of unfrequent occur¬ 
rence in the New Testament. The usual 
application of the words to the comple¬ 
tion of the work of gTace in the soul of 
a believer, or to the addition of the last 
convert to the church, is quite incongru¬ 
ous. Whatever grace is possessed by the 
people of God is altogether derived, and 
is not to be ascribed to themselves, but to 
him to whom alone they are indebted for 
its communication. It may farther be 
observed, that perhaps the repetition in 
the phrase -,n , Grace , Grace , may 

have been intended to express the infinite 
value of the Comer Stone. In Prov. 
xvii. 8, we read that “ a gift is *jn * ( 3S , 
a precious stone in the eyes of him that 
hath itand one of the qualities of a 
stone laid for a foundation in Zion is, 
that it is pip' , precious. Is. xxviii. 16. 

9, 10. s-O' is the Preterite of Piel. 

; • 

signifies to cut f cut off % bring to an 
end % finish , in w’hich last acceptation it 
is here used. The verse contains a posi¬ 
tive assurance that the temple should be 
completed by Zerubbabel. u The day of 
small things" means the short period 
which had elapsed 6ince the Jews bad 
begun to rebuild the temple, and the 
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For those seven eyes of Jehovah 

Which run to and fro through the whole earth rejoiced, 

When they saw the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel. 

11 Then I proceeded and said to him, What are these two olive- 
trees on the right side of the candlestick, and on the left of it ? 

12 And I proceeded a second time, and said to him, What are the 
two branches of the olive-trees, which, by means of the two 

13 tubes of gold, empty the golden liquid out of themselves ? And 

14 he spake to me, saying, Knowest thou not what these are ? And 


commencement, which had been incon¬ 
siderable and inauspicious. The efforts 
bore no proportion to the magnitude of 
the undertaking, and eould only provoke 
the scorn and contempt of unbelievers. 
72 is derived from 7 T 2 , as 26 is from 
226 ; only with the signification of 7^3 
and “7 2 , to despise . i 72 otherwise sig¬ 
nifies to plunder, spoil. “With the human 
estimate of the enterprise, forcibly ex¬ 
pressed in the interrogative form, that of 
Jehovah is strikingly contrasted. His 
eyes rejoiced when they saw the work 
marked out by Zerubbabel with the plum¬ 
met, This instrument was called Ins 

♦ ♦ 

the stone of separation , because 

it consisted of the alloy of lead or tin, 
which was separated by smelting from 
the silver ore with which it was com¬ 
bined. The Vau prefixed in iis-n is to 
be rendered when, as in Judges 

_ * J ■ 

xix. 1, The nominative toqmi arns'vn 

7 * i t ; 

is , with which rvim » 

*•»•»■* T l •• •• 

as expletive, is in apposition. This, which 
appears to me to be the only tenable con¬ 
struction, is that given in the margin by 
our Translators. It relieves the passage 
from the burden of fanciful conjectures 
which had been advanced in regard to 
the meaning, and brings out the simple 
but encouraging truth, that, how much 
soever men might despise the commence¬ 
ment of the work in which Zerubbabel 
and his compatriots were engaged, it was 
the object of peculiar regard and delight 
to Divine Providence, which was ac¬ 
quainted with all human designs, and 
from its universal activity could not only 
defeat the machinations of enemies, but 


command the agency of those who should 
help forward the cause of truth and right¬ 
eousness. Comp. chap. iii. 9 ; 2 Chron. 
xvi. 9 ; Prov. xv. 3. 

11, 12. It is not a little remarkable 
that the prophet had to put the question 
three times respecting the two olive-trees, 
before he received any reply; first, ver. 
4; a second time ver. 11; and a third 
time ver. 12. The question is vnried 
each time, and becomes at last minute 
and particular. The reason seems to be, 
that it could scarcely be conceived pos¬ 
sible for him not to understand their 
symbolical reference to the two most re¬ 
markable persons with whom he was con¬ 
versant, Joshua and Zerubbabel. rbz'o , 

« 

a branch. LXX. kAoSos, so called from 
its resemblance to an ear of grain. 
a tube or canal, through which oil or any 
other liquid is poured. The etymology 
of this quadriliteral is uncertain. LXX. 
pv^cuTTipes. With the tubes the two 
branches ■were exhibited as connected, to 
indicate the source whence the candle¬ 
stick was supplied with oil. By 2“Tn . 
the gold , is meant the oil, which is so 
called because its purity and brightness 
resembled those of gold. 

14. nnx*rr—’2 2 , two sons of oil, 

f i l - |i ■ *■ M 

« i f 

i. e. two anointed ones, Joshua and Ze¬ 
rubbabel, who are so called, because, 
when installed into office, they had oil 
poured upon their heads as a symbol of 
the gifts and influences of the Holy 
Spirit, which alone could fit them rightly 
to discharge their important functions. 
Their services to the new state were of 
such value that they might well be rep- 
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I said, No, my lord. Then ho said, These arc the two anointed 
ones, that stand before the Lord of the whole earth. 


resented as furnishing it instrumentally 
'with what was necessary for enabling it 
to answer the purposes of its establish¬ 
ment is elliptical for — 


*: EVy f-tyn , who stand before . The 
phrase expresses the posture of servants 
waiting to receive orders from their mas¬ 
ters. 


CHAPTER Y. 


The two visions exhibited in this diopter ore of a very different character from any of the 
foregoing, and were designed to furnish striking and instructive warnings to such of the 
Jews as might refuse to render obedience to the law of God, and might not have been 
thoroughly weaned from idolatry. In verses 1—4, is the description of a flying roll, pre¬ 
sented to the view of the prophet, on which were inscribed the threatenings of the Divine 
law, which still remained in all their force, and were ever ready to be executed upon 
transgressors. In verses 5—11, the means arc emblematically set forth which Jehovah 
had employed for the entire removal of idolatry from the Iloly Land, and its abandon¬ 
ment to miDgle with its native elements in Babylou — the land of graven images. 


1 And I again raised my eyes, and looked, and, bcliold ! a fly- 

2 ing roll. And lie said to me, What seest thou ? And I said, I 
see a flying roll, the length of which is twenty cubits, and the 


VISION’ TT. 

1 . For the adverbial use of sira see 

on chap. iv. 1. , a volume or roll, 

from the root VVi, to roll. The ancients 

M « 

wrote upon the inner bark of trees, which 
was rolled up for the sake of convenience, 
and for the better preservation of the 
writing. They also used rolls of papyrus 
and of the dressed skins of animals. Aq. 
and Theod. render the word by bnpbtpa, 
a skin or parchment; Symm. by KC<paA\s, 
the term by which the LXX. have ren¬ 
dered it, Ps. xl. 8. Mistaking for 

V;*:, they have here translated it bptira- 
vov t a scythe or sickle . 

2 . The roll here described was of large 
dimensions, more than ten yards in 
length, by upwards of five in breadth. 
To compose such a roll several skins had 


to be sewed together, as we find to be 
the case with the Jewish Megillahs, or 
rolls containing the Pentateuch and 
other portions of the Old Testament, 
read in the synagogue at the present 
day. One of these synagogue rolls, pre¬ 
served in the British Museum, contains 
the Pentateuch, written on forty brown 
African skins. In the Rabbinical divi¬ 
sion of the books of the Old Testament, 
the title of the five Megilloth is given 
to those of the Song of Solomon, Ruth, 
Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, and Esther; 
but in Ps. xl. 8, the term 'r.bz'ic. is applied 
by way of eminence to the roll or book 
of the law. The large size of the roll 
Bcems to have been intended to indicate 
the number of the cutscs w hich it con¬ 
tained. The circumstance, that the di- 
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3 breadth of it ten cubits. And he said to me, This is the curse 
which goeth forth over the face of the whole land ; for every 
one that stealeth shall be cleared away on this side, according to 
it, and every one that sweareth shall be cleared away on that 

4 side, according to it. I bring it forth, saith Jehovah of hosts, 
and it shall enter the house of him that stealeth, and the house 
of him that sweareth falsely by my name, and it shall continue 
in the midst of his house, and destroy it, and its wood, and its 
stones. 


mensions of the roll correspond to those 
of the porch of the temple, 1 Kings vi. 
3, seems rather to be accidental than in¬ 
tended to convey any specific instruction. 
The participle rry yfiying, expresses the 
velocity with which the judgments de¬ 
nounced in the volume would come upon 
the wicked. 

3. nVsn , this is, or signifies, rep¬ 
resents the curse, a phrase altogether 
parallel with that used by our Lord 
when instituting the sacred supper: 
toDto tffTt <rwpa fxov ; in Ileb. TXT 
, this is, i. e. represents my body. 
“Vs , curse , is to be taken as a collective, 

f T 

comprehending all the curses denounced 
against transgressors of the Divine law. 
After supply rflrn ■'jfiVic, 

“from the presence of Jehovah.” Be¬ 
cause , on this side and on that , 

•I i . 

■ ■ 

is used when the writing of the law on 
both sides of the tables is spoken of, 
Exod. xxxii. 15, Abenezra, Kimchi, Ro¬ 
sen mfiller, Hengstenberg, and some other 
interpreters, have argued in favor of the 
position, that the roll, like that of Ezek. 
ii. 9, 10, w r as also written in this man¬ 
ner ; but the immediate construction of 
the pronoun with in both instances 
6 hows that it cannot be maintained. 


Reference is had to the place where the 
transgressor may be. From that place, 
whether on the right hand or on the left, 
he should be swept away by the Divine 
judgment. Nowhere Bhould he find pro¬ 
tection. The curse went forth over the 
whole land. It has been properly re¬ 
marked, that an individual example of 
transgression is selected from each of the 


two tables of the law: 23 Hr , he who 
stealeth , standing for those who break the 
rule of duty in regard to their neighbor; 
and ys'rar , he who sweareth, for those 
w ho are guilty of a violation of such du¬ 
ties as have immediate reference to God. 
rp 3 is not to be taken here in the sense 

■t ■ 

of treating as innocent , but with the sig¬ 
nification of emptying , clearing, sweeping 
clean away. Comp. Is. iii. 26 ; Jcr. xxx. 
11 . It is in the Niphal conjugation, the 
form of which is the same as that of Piel. 
The ancient translators are at fault here, 
having mistaken r£3 for tp_: . Thus 
the LXX. ; Symm. 5'iktju 

5 &><rp. Nor can the rendering of Ston- 
ard, “pLadeth not guilty,” be sustained. 


rr.KD » like, or according to it, if fully 
expressed, would be 2;r2 -rass , accord - 
ing as it is written , referring to the curse 
or threatening inscribed upon the roll. 
Thus Jerome, sicut ibi scriptum est. 

4 . The pronominal affix in nTSSrn 

A 1 • ■■ 

refers to nVsn in the preceding verse. 
np*vV 3?2C3 is an aggravation of j.*2^3 ♦ 
The punctuation of is irregular for 


, the third feminine of the preterite 
of TnV, which one of De llossi’s MSS. 
exhibits. *)r.V not merely signifies to turn 
aside and spend the night in any place, 
but also to remain permanently . See Ps. 
xlix. 13. *piV 2 =!ir.rV 2 . A like curse 

^ . >' 1 1 

w r as pronounced by the Delphic oracle 
against perjury: 


- Kpaiirvbs 5 e /u fTf PX fTai » 

fieJfce 7 Taaav, 

HvfifjAptyas koI oYkov 

drama. Uerodol • vi. 86. 
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5 Then the angel who spake with me came forth, and said to 
me, Raise thine eyes, now, and look what this is that comcth 

6 forth. And I said, What is it ? And he said, This is the cphah 
that comcth forth. lie said, moreover, This is their appearance 

7 in all the land. And, behold ! a round piece of lead, and there 

8 was a woman sitting in the midst of the ephah. And he said, 


VISION YTI. 


5. , came fortk, i. e. came again 
into view to explain the new vision. 

6. The ephah was one of the larger 
Jewish com measures, containing about 
an English bushel, or seven gallons and 
a half. The LXX. give it simply by rb 
fitrpir. Symm. leaves it untranslated, 
ol<pU which presents it pretty much in 

its Egyptian form, which was nifTlI* 


Comp, the Arab. 




Some have 


supposed that it is not to be specifically 
understood of the measure so called, on 
the ground that such a measure could 
not have contained the woman mentioned 
ver. 7 ; but the assumption is altogether 
gratuitous, since there is no necessity for 
maintaining that the female represented 
was actually in appearance of the ordi¬ 
nary 7 size. There is equally little foun¬ 
dation for the interpretation of the Tar- 
gum, that the use of false measures was 
intended by this item of the vision. 
C:*r , their eye, has been variously re- 

i '■ 

gaided by different translators and expos¬ 
itors. The LXX., Arab., and Syr., have 
read c:*.? , their iniquity, which many 
think much more suited to the connec¬ 


tion, but this reading is supported by 
only one of De Rossi’s MSS. It is clear 

m 

from what Jerome says on the Bubject, 
that the text was the same in his day as 
we have it at present. The latter read¬ 
ing is adopted by Houbigant, Newcome, 
and others of the same school. That 


V<. signifies appearance, or that which 
presents itself to the eye, is fully estab¬ 
lished by reference to Lev. xiii. 55; 
Numb. xi. 7; Ezek. i. 4, 7, x. 9; and 
this signification is appropriately appli¬ 
cable in the present passage. Hengsten- 


berg, taking the word in its primary 
acceptation, considers the meaning to be 
that their eye was universally set on evil; 
it was the effort of the whole people to 
fill up the measure of their sins, and 
thereby bring upon themselves a full 
measure of divine punishment. When 
it is said that the ephah (for this is the 
nominative to the latter rtir, this ts), 
was their appearance, the language is 
metonymical; the container being used 
for the thing contained, i, e. , 

U t ; ■ T 

wickedness, or idolatry, as further ex¬ 
plained, ver. 8. 

7. The *i22 contracted for ns-'3 , what 

• • i . • 

is round or globular, from , to go 
round , was the heaviest weight in use 
among the Hebrews, being equal to 
3000 shekels, or, according to Jahn, 125 
pounds, English troy weight. Luther 
renders it here by centner , or hundred¬ 
weight ; hut it is obviously to be taken, 
not in its strict estimate as a measure, 
but in its etymological import, as sig¬ 
nifying a flat, roundish lump or cake of 
lead, yet not without some respect to its 
heaviness, in consideration of the end it 
was designed to serve — the security of 
the woman in the vessel over which it 
was placed. To express the idea of 

weight it is called » a stone, in the 

■ « m m 

following verse. is the feminine 

participle in Niphal. rtri , docs not re¬ 
fer to the talent or weight going before, 
but to rvie* immediately following, and 
is equivalent to there was. The woman 
was placed in the ephah in order to be 
conveyed to Babylon. 

8 . By in this place is meant 

idolatry, which was the most flagrant 
kind of wickedness with respect to God, 
and the fruitful parent of every other 
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This is wickedness. And he threw her down in the midst of 
the ephah, and threw' the w eight of lead on the mouth of it. 

9 Then I raised my eyes and looked, and, behold ! two women 
came forth, and the wind was in their wings, for they had wings 
like the w ings of a stork; and they bore away the epliah be- 

10 tween earth and heaven. Then I said to the angel who spake 

11 w ith me, Whither are these conveying the ephah ? And he 
said to me, To build for it a house in the land of Shinar; for it 
shall be set up, and placed there on its own base. 


species of iniquity. To mark it more 
emphatically, the article is prefixed. 
, as used both times, conveys 

the idea of a forcible action. In the 
preceding verse the woman is represented 
as already sitting in the midst of the 
ephah; the action here described may 
either be carried back to a period pre¬ 
ceding the vision, or it may be intended 
to indicate what was further done, in 
order to cause her to occupy a lower 
l>osition in the vessel, so as to allow of 
the leaden cover being thrown over her. 
The latter is the more probable inter¬ 
pretation. Jarchi is of opinion that the 
feminine suffix in n*= , her mouth, refers 

v • 

to the woman; but it can alone with 
propriety be referred to the ephah. 

9. The two females here mentioned 
are regarded by Maurer and Hengsten- 
berg as merely belonging, by way of col¬ 
oring, to the symbol as such, two persons 
being required to carry so large a measure 
as the ephah. I should rather, however, 
infer that the Assyrian and Babylonian 
powers are intended, by which, as instru¬ 
ments, God removed idolatry in the per¬ 
sons of the apostate Hebrews out of the 
holy land. By their having the wind in 
their wings is conveyed the idea of the 
celerity of their motion. v“Cn , the 
stork, so called from the affection which 
both the parent bird and her young show 
to each other. Aq., who frequently gives 
the etymology of Hebrew words, renders 
it 'E puliost in which he is followed by 


Theod. and Symm. This Greek term is 
derived from tp&s, love . The large wings 
of the stork greatly accelerate its flight, 
when aided by the wind. In r. :rn* is 
an elision of the letter s, the third radi¬ 
cal, for rrxrm , which is found in a 
great number of MSS. and some of the 
earliest printed editions. 

10 . Instead of the defective orthogra¬ 
phy r'l-ViK, many MSS. and some edi¬ 
tions read in full, r’lS'ViK. 

11. “Tir V'S i the land of Shinar, is 

* m ■ ■ _ 

rendered in the LXX. yfi BaQuKujvos, and 
in the Targ. , which is the 

proper interpretation. is to he con¬ 

strued with r *2 , and rn*:r with te*s, 

■ “ r i . ^ *■- 

including the idea of the woman, or of 
idolatry, of which she was the symbol. 
To the latter also the affix in rr:?c 
belongs. 

In this striking hieroglyphic we are 
taught how idolatry, with all its accom¬ 
panying atrocities, was removed from the 
land of the Hebrews, which it had des¬ 
ecrated, to a country devoted to it. and 
where it was to commingle with its 
native elements, never to be re-imported 
into Canaan. How exactly has the pre¬ 
diction been fulfilled ! From the time 
of the captivity to the present, a period 
of more than two thousand years, the 
Hebrew people have never once lapsed 
into idolatry! The whole vision was 
intended to convince them of the great¬ 
ness of the evil. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

IIavtnq warned the Jews against indulging in the evil practices which had occasioned their 
removal to Babylon, Jehovah now, in another vision, exhibits to their view the warlike 
and unsettled state of political affairs in the immediate future, during the reigns of Darius, 
and liis successors, 1—8. Most commentators seem to have concurred in the opinion ex¬ 
pressed by Mun6ter: “ Hsec visio est vnldc obscura. v The symbols are in themselves simple, 
consisting of four chariots drawn by horses of diflbrent colors, which issue from between 
two mountains of copper, and proceed in different directions with resj>ect to the land of 
Palestine. That they betoken eertain dispensations of Divine Providence, in reference 
to the nations by which the Jews were immediately surrounded, and by whose fate they 
were more or less affected, appears to be the most consistent position that can be assumed 
in interpreting them, especially as such is the application of similar symbols elsewhere in 
the prophetic records. The colors of the horses denote, as usual, the character of these 
dispensations, as either calamitous, prosperous, or mixed Comp. chap. i. 8; Rev. vi. 

This vision, which is the last, is followed by a splendid prophecy ol' the Messiah in his 
co-ordinate offices of Priest and King, to typify which the symbolical action of making 
two crowns and placing them upon the head of Joshua, is ordained by Divine authority, 
9-15. 


1 And I raised my eyes again, and looked, and, behold! four 
chariots came forth from between two mountains, and the moun- 

2 tains were mountains of copper. In the first chariot were red 

3 horses ; and in the second chariot black horses ; and in the third 
chariot white horses; and in the fourth chariot were piebald 


1 . For the idiom resi stisn , 6ee on 

v V ▼ *•. T T 

ch. iv. 1. Considering that the events 
referred to are those of war, it is most 
natural to infer that war-chariots are 
here intended. 13 y mountains of copper 
are meant solid, strong and durable 
mountains, such as those in which cop¬ 
per and other metals are ordinarily found. 
Comp. Jer. i. 18. Of what these moun¬ 
tains were designed to be the symbols, 
or whether they are introduced merely 
as an ornamental part of the vision, have 
been matters of dispute. I am strongly 
inclined to regard them as emblems of 
the Medes and Persians, and thus cor¬ 
responding to the two horns of the ram 
which are employed by Daniel to denote 
the same people. See chap. viii. 3, 4. 
From between these, or from the power¬ 
ful empire which they formed, the instru¬ 
ments of Divine Providence were to pro¬ 
ceed to execute his purposes in punishing 

40 


the nations. That mountains are em¬ 
ployed in the figurative language of 
prophecy to signify kingdoms or govern¬ 
ments, see Is. ii. 2, xli. 15 ; Jer. Ii. 25; 
Dan. ii. 35. 

2, 3. The red horses are symbolical of 
war and bloodshed; the blade, of general 
calamity and distress; the white , of vic¬ 
tory and prosperity; and the piebald 
grays, of a dispensation, mixed in its 
character, partly prosperous, and partly 
adverse. The last word, c*sice«, would 

■ M * 

seem most naturally to be ref'errible to 
the root yiCN , to be strong, active , etc.; 
and this mode of solution would at once 
be satisfactory were there no qualifying 
circumstances in the immediate context 
to require another interpretation. But 
as all the other terms here employed in 
describing the horses arc expressive of 
colors, wc should expect something of the 
same character to be intended by the 
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4 gray horses. I then proceeded and said to the angel who spake 

5 with me, What are these, my lord ? And the angel answered 
and said to me, These are the four spirits of heaven, coining 

6 forth from presenting themselves before the Lord of the whole 
earth. That and the black horses in it are going forth into the 
north country; and the white go forth to the west of them ; and 


word in question. I, therefore, prefer 
adopting a derivation from the Arab. 
, leviter splenduit , and regard it 

as qualifying C'nna , immediately pre¬ 
ceding. Thus, the Targ. *p:ici3p , ash- 
colored gray ; so that the most appropri¬ 
ate rendering of the two terms will be 
spotted , or piebald grays. 

5. Though the phrase 

is that employed chap. ii. 10, 
(Heb.) to denote the four quarters of the 
horizon, yet, that it cannot have this 
meaning in the present instance, is evi¬ 
dent from its being added that the nnsp 
are such as had taken their station, or 
presented themselves before the Lord, in 
order to receive their commissions for the 
execution of his will. In our common 
version, therefore, the words are properly 
rendered as to the meaning, spirits of 
the heavens; or, as we now commonly 
say, celestial spirits, thereby meaning 
angels. These are represented, as in 
Job i. 6; ii. 1, as employed by God to 
carry into effect his high behests, which 
they receive in his immediate presence, 
and then proceed to the different quarters 
of the globe in which the special opera¬ 
tions of Divine Providence are to be car¬ 
ried forward. 

6 . By y-ifi, the north country , 

we are to understand, as usual, the land 
of Babylon. Comp. Jer. iii. 18, vi. 22, 
x. 22, xlvi. 10; Zech. ii. 10. Though 
that empire had been subdued by Cyrus, 
yet the Babylonians revolted in the be¬ 
ginning of the fifth year of Darius, on 
which that monarch besieged them with 
all his forces; and, after mueh devasta¬ 
tion, completely depopulated it, and re¬ 
duced it to solitude. To set forth sym¬ 
bolically this fearful event, black-colored 


fjdjOj 


horses are represented as conveying into 
the country the executioner of the Divine 
indignation upon that devoted people. 
It is remarkable that the red-colored 
horses, which had been introduced into 
the vision, ver. 2, are entirely passed 
over. The reason may, perhaps, be, that, 
disastrous as was the final destruction of 
Babylon, it was unaccompanied with 
anything like the quantity of bloodshed 
which characterized the battles of con¬ 
flicting armies in the open field, though 
at the commencement there was every 
appearance of much blood being shed. 
Notwithstanding, therefore, the chariot 
with the red horses appeared along with 
the others, it seems to be intimated, by 
no further notice having been taken of 
it, that it was not employed. The white 
horses, denoting victory and prosperity, 
point out the successes of Darius in dif¬ 
ferent parts of Greece, which, though 
checked by the battle of Marathon, con¬ 
tributed to the strengthening of his power 
in that quarter. The phrase, tr-ins-Vs, 
literally means behind them , but geo¬ 
graphically, to the west of them. That 
it is to be so taken here, the use of Vs, 
to, corresponding with the use of the 
same preposition after the verb, both be¬ 
fore and after in the verse, sufficiently 
shows. The dappled horses were sym¬ 
bolical of the varied condition of the 
Persian affairs, which followed the bat¬ 
tle of Marathon, especially the changes 
which took place on the death of Darius, 
and the expedition of Xerxes for the re¬ 
duction of Egypt. This last circumstance 
is particularly pointed at in the reference, 
h y-s , the country of the South. 
That by , Teman , we are not here 
to understand the city or region so called 
on the east of Idumea, but a land to the 
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7 the piebald go forth to the south country. And the grays went 
forth, and asked to go to walk to and fro through the land; and 
he said, Go, walk to and fro through the land ; and they walked 
to and fro through the land. 

8 Then he summoned me and said to me, See, those that went 
to the north country have appeased my anger in the north 
country. 

9 And the word of Jehovah was communicated to me, saying: 

10 Take from the captivity, from Heldai, from Tobijah, and from 


south of Palestine, is obvious from the 
article being prefixed, and from a com¬ 
parison of the use of the term in such 
passages as the following, Job ix. 9; Is. 
xliii. 6. It is synonymous with ytt*’, 
on the right hand, which geographically 
means the South, and here specifically 
signifies Egypt, to express which Daniel 

uses the word a.ia , chap. xi. 40. 

* * 

7. ysn , the land here referred to, but 

1 r r * 

not described by any qualifying epithet, 
must be understood of the country of 
Palestine, the peculiar features of the 
dispensation of Providence with respect 
to which are marked by two eircuinstan¬ 
ces : the gray color of the horses, which 
indicated the mixed state of the Jewish 
affairs till the time of Artaxerxcs Mne- 
mon ; and the form of the verb TjVn , to 
go or walk, which is in Hithpael, and 
signifies to go about, or to walk up and 
down . They were not to be molested by 
the hostile incursion of foreign armies, 
but neither were they to be free from 
annoyances. Accordingly, we find them 
involved in troubles by Sonballat, and 
other chiefs of the Samaritans; and, as 
the Persian army marched through Pal¬ 
estine to attack the Egyptians in the 
reign of Darius Nothus, the inhabitants 
must have been exposed to numerous 
inconveniences, which the)’ could not but 
feel the more severely, owing to their 
having only just begun to take possession 
of their patrimonial inheritances. On 
the other hand, the appointment of Ne- 
hemiah to be governor of Judea, and 
other favors conferred by the Persian 
monarch, were calculated to mitigate 


their distress, and inspire them with the 
hope of a complete and happy restora¬ 
tion to the enjoyment of their ancient 
privileges. These dappled horses supply 
the place of the red, specified ver. 2, but 
are omitted in the explanation, ver. 6, so 
that the number of chariots is still four. 

8. The nominative to pypi must 
either be Jehovah, or the Angel of Jeho¬ 
vah, understood as the pronominal affix 
in , **my anger,” shows. That 
among other significations nil has that 
of anger, see Jud. viii. 3; Eeclc-s. x. 4 ; 
Is. xxxiiL 11. The phrase, hni r.*:n , 
to cause anger to rest , is equivalent to 
nwr. r.'rn , Ezek. v. 13, xvi. 42, xxiv. 

-f «. — ... 

13; and means to satisfy, pacify. The 
final judgment having been inflicted 
upon Babylon, the Divine displeasure 
should no more be manifested in that 
direction. 

The tendency of the whole vision was 
to assure the Jews of the care nnd pro¬ 
tection of their covenant God, and thus 
lead them to exercise confidence in him, 
while prosecuting the restoration of the 
temple and their former institutions. 

9—11. Here commences a separate 
prophecy, calculated, like the preceding 
vision, to stimulate the Jews in their 
work. That what was commanded was 
actually performed by the prophet, and 
that it was not done in vision, seems the 
only tenable construction thut can be 
put upon it. The infinitive rip'*' * Qt 
the beginning of the 9th verse, is to be 
taken in connection with the finite form 
of the same verb at that of the 11th, 
both having ar.n pjes for their object. 
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Jcdaiah, who are come from Babylon, and enter thou on that 

11 day, yea, enter the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah; yea, 
take silver and gold, and make crowns, and place them upon the 
head of Joshua, the son of Josedech, the high priest; and speak 

12 to him, saying, Thus speaketh Jehovah of hosts, saying: 


The preposition which is prefixed to 
the following nouns is not to be taken 
pnrtitively, as if some of the captivity, 
and one of each of the families, the heads 
of which are supposed to be here speci¬ 
fied, were meant, but is used in its pri¬ 
mary and most common signification. 
The persons named appear to have form¬ 
ed a deputation from the r.Vna, captives 
still remaining in Babylon, who had sent 
them with contributions in gold and sil¬ 
ver to help forward the building of the 
temple at Jerusalem. These deputies 
had deposited their gifts in the house of 
Josiah, to which the prophet is com¬ 
manded to repair and take what was 
necessary for making the two crowns 
which were to be placed on the head of 
the high priest. It is not improbahle 
that Josiah was public treasurer at the 
time. The language of Zechariah is 
here more heavy and verbose than usual, 
which has occasioned some difficulty to 
interpreters. Instead of Vz37S nti3 -fs. 

1 ■,* i * t ■; •• 

two of Kennicott’s MSS., the LXX., 
Syr., and Targ., read to in the singular, 
and restrict the declaration to Josiah, 
mentioned immediately before; hut there 
can bo little doubt that this various read¬ 
ing is merely an emendation of some 
copyist, who took Josiah, and not the 
three persons spoken of at the beginning 
of the verse, to be the subject of the pred¬ 
icate. To remove the amhiguity, our 
translators have properly connected the 
words immediately with the names of 
the persons to whom they belong. Heng- 
stenberg contends that only one crown 
is intended, and that the plural form 
Hrisr» is to be referred to several small 
erowns or diadems of which it consisted. 
"With many other interpreters, he ad¬ 
duces in support of the opinion the 5 ta- 
Z-j]para noWa, many crowns, which are 


described qs being upon the head of the 
Saviour, liev. xix. 12 ; but the reference 
there is purely to tire crown of a con¬ 
queror, composed of many diadems, 
which Christ is represented as wearing, 
as a symbol of the numerous victories 
he had won over the enemies of Iris 
church. It appears, however, essential 
to the thing signified, namely, the priest¬ 
ly and regal offices, that they should 
have been distinct crowns, in which ease 
either the one may have been placed upon 
the head of Joshua after the other, or 
they may have been joined together so 
as to form a double crown, and so placed 
upon his head at once. "What favors the 
latter view of the subject is the circum¬ 
stance, that the plural r'-t zv is construed 

* k 

with , the singular of the substan¬ 

tive verb, ver. 14. Maurer not inaptly 
illustrates this by a reference to the triple 
crown or the tiara of the popes, by which 
they arrogate to themselves a higher de¬ 
gree of dignity than that of Iliin whose 
servants they profess to be. 

12. The symbolical action performed 
upon Joshua as representative of the 
Messiah is here followed by an explan¬ 
atory prophecy, in which his person, 
offices, and work are distinctly set forth. 
For the signification of IIhanch, see 
on Is. iv. 2. That the Messiah is meant 
must be evident to all who will impar¬ 
tially compare Is. iv. 2 ; Jcr. xxiii. 5, 
xxxiii. 15 ; Zeeh. iii. 8. Thus the Targ. 
expounds: rps t?rpa;i£ soz;. nh 

a . — g »» * i ■ ; i t 

. “Behold the Man, Messiah is 

i ■ « ■ 

his name; who is to be revealed.” The 
same view is taken by Moses Hadnrsan : 

W 

* k-f-« -I o fek k* to, la P V 1 l. V ' * 

■' * " 1 * ^ 4 | ^ W ^ 

r.w3- *,*rnr> 2 T ‘.tz-j mss , “The 
Redeemer whom I will raise up from 
von shall have no father, ns it is said ; 

a 

Behold the man, whose name is Zcmach, 
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Behold the man whose name is THE BRANCH, 
For he shall grow up out of his place, 

And he shall build the temple of Jehovah. 

13 Even he shall build the temple of Jehovah, 

And he shall bear the glory; 


and he shall grow up from his place.” 
The Rabbins Jarchi, Abenezra, and Kim- 
chi, and after them, Bauer and Ewald, 
suppose Zerubbabel to be intended. The 
last-mentioned writer, after the example 
of Eiehhom and Theiner, conjectures 
that, instead of y-'Sn' cxna , on the 
head of Joshua , the text has originally 

read, y-fV 231 T , on the 

-* , _ »» # • . ■ 

*. - \ m 

head of Zerubbabel , and on the head of 
Joshua. But who does not perceive that 
this conjecture is to be traced to the mure 
love of hypothesis. Maurer scruples not 
to regard it as doing violence to the pas¬ 
sage. The application of the words to 
Zerubbabel is decidedly rejected by Abar- 
banel, notwithstanding his bigoted hos¬ 
tility to the Messianic interpretations. 
The words of the text can apply to no 
one who was not a priest; for it is ex¬ 
pressly declared that such was to be the 
official character of him who is the sub¬ 
ject of discourse. And that neither 
Joshua nor anv of his descendants could 
be meant, is evident from the fact, that 
they could not exercise the regal power, 
none of them being entitled to occupy 
the throne. Simon Maccabaius, to whom 
Michadis applies the prophecy, never 
filled the kingly office; he was merely 
commander of the army, and civil gov¬ 
ernor, subject to the kings of Syiia. In¬ 
stead of building the temple, as is here 
predicted of the Branch, he erected a 
splendid palace for himself on the moun¬ 
tain on which the temple stood. Nor 
did the work of repairing it, after it had 
been pillaged by Antiochus Epiphanes, 
devolve upon him, but upon his brother 
Judas. Besides, the declaration that the 
Branch should be invested with the honor 
or glory connected with the building of 
the temple, would be at variance with 
the uniform ascription of the glory of 


all great undertakings to Jehovah and 
not to man, wherever in Scripture such 
works are represented as carried on under 
the special direction of the Most High. 
In the phrase, mex** vpnmz- , i f and he 
shall sprout forth from his placc y while 
there is a direct reference to the name 
PP5X, here given to the Messiah, there 
seems to be no very indistinct allusion to 
the miraculous conception, vpnp , his 
placc y the place which was peculiar to 
him. The interpretation, that “ under 
him there shall be growth,” which is 
adopted by Cyril, Jerome, Luther, C’alo- 
vius, Hitzig, Maurer, and Ewald, apply¬ 
ing it to the church, the body of believe rs, 
or the affairs of Messiah’s kingdom, is to 
be rejected on the ground of its not being 
warranted by Scripture usage. By 
rrin“ , the temple of Jehovah , which the 
Messiah was to build, the material tem¬ 
ple then in the course of erection cannot 
be understood, for that was to be carried 
on and completed by Zerubbabel, chap, 
iv. 9. But, as we have just seen, Zcrub- 
babel and the Branch are not identical. 
We are, therefore, compelled to interpret 
the phrase in application to the New 
Testament church, which is frequently 
spoken of as a temple, 1 C’or. iii. 17 ; 2 
Cor. vi. 16 ; Eph ii. 22 ; 2 Tliess. ii. 4 ; 
and respecting which the Messiah him¬ 
self declares, “ Upon this rock will I build 
my church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it.” Matt. xvi. 18. 

13. The repetition V^T-rN r:r* ssirri 
r.irr is not, as has been conjectured, to 
be ascribed to an error of some tran¬ 
scriber, and on the authority of the 
LXX., Arab., and Syr., to be expunged 
ns superfluous, but is singularly in its 
place, as giving a high degree of em¬ 
phasis to the statement made respecting 
the personal work of the Messiah. The 
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Anri lie shall sit and rule upon his throne, 

And shall be a priest upon his throne, 

And the counsel of peace shall be between them both. 

14 And the crowns shall be for Ilelem and for Tobijah, and for 
Jedaiah, and for Hen the son of Zephaniah, for a memorial in 


erection of the spiritual temple was to be 
effected exclusively through his media¬ 
tion. "With the declaration, that he 
should “ bear the glory," compare Ps. 
xxi. 5, cii. 16; Is. III. 13; Heb. ii. 9. 
The declaration has reference to the 
crowns, the insignia of glory and ma¬ 
jesty, which were to be placed on the 
head of Joshua. In the following clauses 
of the verse the union of the regal and 
sacerdotal offices in the person of the 
Messiah is distinctly set forth, thus ex¬ 
hibiting the peculiar feature of the Mel- 
chizedckian priesthood, Gen. xiv. 18 ; 
Ps. cx. 4 ; Heb. v. 6, 10, vi. 20. vii. 
While our Lord continues to officiate in 
the heavenly temple as the Great High 
Priest of his people, ever living to make 
intercession for them, he exercises his 
mediatorial rule over the world and the 
church — that over the former being 
rendered subservient to the administra¬ 
tion of that which he exercises over the 
latter. Vitringa, Reuss, Dr. McCaul, 
and others, refer the pronominal affix in 
, “Aw throne,’' to Jehovah, or the 
Deity absolutely considered, but, in my 
opinion, without sufficient ground. The 
natural construction requires the person 
who is prominently before the reader to 
be the object of reference. The render¬ 
ing of Newcome, Hitzig, and Ewald, 
" and a priest shall be upon his throne," 
is forced and unwarranted ; the Vqu 
clearly connecting the substantive verb 
with the preceding verbs nr 1 ) and , 
the nominative to which is sin, the 
Branch, or Messiah. The nominatives 

to cr *:“7 , “them both,” are neither Je- 

• • .# ■ 

hovah an<J the Messiah, as maintained 
both by ancient and by many modem 
interpreters, among others, Coceeius, De 
Dieu. Vitringa, Bengel, Reuss, Dr. Me 
Caul, and Dr. J. Pye Smith; nor Jews 


and Gentiles, as Dr. Stonord strangely 
interprets; but the , priesthood , and 

the , regal dignity , which had just 

been mentioned as unitedly exercised by 
the Branch. Thus Jerome, Marckius, 
D nisi us, Lowth, Dathe, Rosenmuller, 
Hengstenberg, and others. The reason 
assigned by Dathe forms an insurmount¬ 
able objection to the first opinion : “ Quo- 
niam enim Deus in toto hoc loco loqui¬ 
tur, affixum terti® person® in cr*:a 

® pi i 

w s 

non potest ad Jovam referre.” The same 
objection lies against the reference of the 
affix in !)se= to Jehovah. By r::? 
c V-T * *Ae counsel or purpose of peace , is 

to be understood the glorious scheme of 
reconciliation between God and man, 
effected by the joint exercise of the sacer¬ 
dotal and regal offices of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Comp. Is. ix. 6; Micah v. 5 ; 
Eph. ii. 14—17; Col. i. 20, 21; Heb. 
xiii. 20. 

14. Ilelem is, in all probability, the 
same as IIeldia y ver. 10, and Hen another 
name of Josiah , there also mentioned. 
There seems no ground for rendering 
, favor, and interpreting it of the hos¬ 
pitality shown to the deputies by Josiah; 
the construction adopted by Hengsten¬ 
berg, Maurer and Ewald. The words 
cVnV r*np rnt:?“ , the crowns shall 

•' •• ■ “ - * » ■ T 

be to Ilelem , etc., do not mean that they 
were to belong to the persons specified, 
but that they were to be for a memorial 
to them of the symbolical act that had 
just taken place, and were for this pur¬ 
pose to bo deposited in the temple, where 
it is possible they remained till the Mes¬ 
siah, as high priest and king of his peo¬ 
ple, had taken possession of his mediato¬ 
rial throne, when temple, and crowns, 
and the whole Jewish polity, were taken 
or destroyed by the Romans. 



Chap. VII. 


Z E C II A It I A II. 


391 


15 the temple of Jehovah. And those who are far off shall come 
and build in the temple of Jehovah ; and ye shall know that 
Jehovah of hosts hath sent me to you. And it shall come to 
pass, if ye Mill diligently obey the voice of Jehovah your 
God * * * * 

15. This verse contains & striking unfinished, their rejection in consequence 
prophecy of the calling of the Gentiles, of unbelief is forcibly implied. It is a 
together with a solemn warning to the striking instance of hiroaiun-qou 
Jews, in which, the sentence being left 


CHAPTER VII, 

This and the following chapter are occupied with replies to questions which had been pro¬ 
posed for solution, relative to certain fasts which the Jews had observed, but which they 
supposed might no longer be binding after the restoration of their prosperity, 1—3. From 
this circumstance Zechariah is commanded to take occasion to reprove them for their 
selfish observance of the days appointed for fasting, 4—7; to enforce attention to the 
weightier matters of the law. 8—10; and to warn them, by plncing before them the rebel¬ 
lious conduct of their fathers, and the punishment with which it hud beeu visited, 11— 14. 


1 And it came to pass in the fourth year of Darius the king, 
that the word of Jehovah was communicated to Zechariah on 

2 the fourth day of the ninth month, which is Chislev; when 
Bethel sent Sherezer, Iiegem-melech and liis men, to conciliate 


1. The occurrence here described took 
place two years later than those described 
in the preceding chapters. iVos , Chis¬ 
lev, the name of the ninth month of the 
Hebrews, which corresponds to part of 
November and part of December. Some 
think it is of Persic origin, but the idea 
of torpor, rigidity, stiffness , which is con¬ 
veyed bv the Heb. Vcs , is sufficient to 

- ' t 1 

justify its being referred to this root; 
such being the character assumed by na¬ 
ture in the course of this month. The 
3 prefixed may be regarded as the Beth 
essentia. 

2. The words Vs—rv'a have 

•» •• ■“ . , — 

occasioned considerable perplexity to in¬ 
terpreters. Some of the earlier Jews 


took Bethel to be the nome of a person. 
Lightibot supposes that it means the con¬ 
gregation of the Jews who had remained 
in Babylon. To the same effect Mich- 
aclis, “The congregation of God at Sha- 
rezer,” though he acknowledges he had 
no idea of the geographical position of 
the city &o called. Hengstenberg and 
Maurer think the people of the Jews are 
intended. The Vulg., Grotius, Dal he, 
Ncwcomc, De Wcttc, and Amheim, sup¬ 
ply Vs before the word, and render, “ to 
the houBe of God.” The LXX., Syr., 
Targ., DrusiuR, Blnyney, Ilitzig, and 
Ewald, regard it as the name of the city 
so called, in the tribe of Benjamin ; only 
the ancient versions just specified repre- 
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3 the regard of Jehovah, speaking to the priests which were in 
the house of Jehovah of hosts, and to the prophets, saying: 
Shall I weep in the fifth month, separating myself as I have done 
these many years ? 

4 Then the word of Jehovah of hosts was communicated to me, 
saying: Speak to all the people of the land, and to the priests, 

5 saying, When ye fasted and mourned in the fifth and in the 
seventh month, even those seventy years, was it at all to me that 

6 ye fasted ? And when ye ate, and when ye drank, was it not 


sent it as the place to which the deputa¬ 
tion was sent. Against the interpreta¬ 
tion which explains it of the temple, 
there lies the insuperable objection, that 
that sacred edifice is uniformly called 
rsirp , the house of Jehovah, — never 

Vs—^*2 , the house of God ; and that it 
■ ■ »■ ^ 

should have been so designated after the 
recovery of the Jews from idolatry is 
altogether incredible, considering the in¬ 
famy attached to the city so named. I 
entirely concur in the last opinion, which 
refers it to the city of Bethel, which is 
used by metonymy for its inhabitants. 
The word occupies its proper place as the 
nominative to the verb, which cannot 
here be taken impersonally, as such con¬ 
struction would exclude all reference to 
those who sent the deputation, a cir¬ 
cumstance not to be reconciled with the 
express specification of the names of the 
persons who composed it. , lit. 

to stroke the face , to ingratiate onself with 
another , conciliate his regard. 

3. The city having been introduced in 
the preceding verse as sending the depu¬ 
tation, speaks here in the first person sin¬ 
gular. Comp. 1 Sam. x. 10; 2 Sam. 
xx. 19 ; Zceh. viii. 21. The question 
related to the continuance of the fast in 
the fifth month, which had been insti¬ 
tuted to commemorate the destruction of 
Jerusalem by the Chaldeans. As the 
eity was now being restored, it was pre¬ 
sumed there would no longeT be any 
necessity for keeping up the humiliating 
memorial. r:22sn is not simply. Shall 
I fast f but, Shall I continue to fast t 
The following words indicate, that it 


was felt to be a tedious and irksome per¬ 
formance of duty. The persons speaking 
were thoroughly weary of it. nnn , the 
infinitive in Niphal of nrs , to separate, 
consecrate , vow ; in Niphal, to abstain 
from food, and the ordinary employments 
of life. 

5, 6. Though the question had been 
proposed by the lending men of a single 
city only, yet the burden was generally 
felt, on which account the prophet is 
directed to address the Divine reply to 
all the inhabitants of the land, the priests 
not excepted, who appear to have been 
desirous of getting rid of the fast as well 
as others. Their fasts had not been per¬ 
formed from a purely religious motive, 
but were rclf-righteous and hypocritical. 
While they observed them, they neg¬ 
lected the weightier matters of the law. 
At nSuD is an ellipsis of the finite form 
of the same verb. In -as Clin 

< t ■ % . “ 

there is a double idiom, which fenders it 
peculiarly emphatic. Not only is the 
finite form used after the infinitive of the 
same verb; but the nominative of the 
personal pronoun is employed after the 
usual verbal suffix. Comp. Gen. xxvii. 
34. -os ca * , s2“i2 . The fast in the 

. t - • *■-: -r 

seventh month was in commemoration 
of the murder of Gedaliah, and those 
who were with him at Mispoh. See 
2 Kings xxv. 25, 26; Jer. xli. 1—3. 
Neither in fasting nor in feasting had 
the Jews any regard to Jehovah, but did 
all from self-interested motives. l*he 
feasting referred to is that which took 
place on the festival days, which were 
always days of rejoicing. 
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7 ye that ate, and ye that drank ? Are not these the words which 
Jehovah proclaimed by the former prophets, when Jerusalem 
was inhabited and at peace, and her cities around her, when 
both the south and the plain were inhabited ? 

S And the word of Jehovah was communicated to Zechariah, 
saying, 

9 Thus spake Jehovah of hosts, saying: 

Execute true judgment, 

And show kindness and mercy one to another; 

10 Oppress not the widow and the orphan, 

The stranger and the poor; 

And think not in your heart of the injury 
Which one hath done to another. 

11 But they refused to attend, 

And turned their back rebelliously; 

They made their ears heavy, 

That they might not hear. 

12 They made their heart an adamant, 

That they might not hear the law, 

Nor the words which Jehovah sent by his Spirit 
Through the former prophets; 

And there was great wrath from Jehovah of hosts. 

13 And it came to pass, 

When he called and they would not hear, 

So they called, and I would not hear, 

Saith Jehovah of hosts, 

7. The former prophets had taught the 
■worthlessness of attention -to meats and 
drinks while God was forgotten, and the 
weightier matters of his law neglected. 

If the Jews had listened to, and com¬ 
plied with, the messages of the prophets, 
none of the evils which had come upon 
them would have been inflicted. For 
“the former prophets,” see on chap, 
i. 4. By the “ south and the plain,” are 
meant the southern and western ports of 
Judah. 

9. —ex is here to be taken in the 

“ r 

strictly past ten6e, as the beginning of 
the 11 th verse clearly Bhows. 

10. Though ii*s intervenes between 
and *»*HK they are to be regarded 

as in construction. Comp. Is. xix. 8 ; 

50 


nos. xiv. 3. No one was to harbor any 
feelings of resentment against another 
for any injury he might have done him. 

11. t.rs ira , to give the shoulder , is 
equivalent to turning the back upon any 
one. The cause of such action is traced 
to a refractory, rebellious, and intractable 
disposition. The e prefixed in yvs:yis 
is privative. 

12. -reri signifies both a thorn and a 
diamond , from the Arab. ^ ^... . to pierce , 

Here the idea of hardness is that con¬ 
veyed by its use. InE‘N*n:n *\n“na 

the double agency by which the Divine 
will was communicated is recognized — 
that of the inspiring Spirit, and that of 
the instruments inspired. 
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14 But tossed them among all the nations which they knew not, 
And the land was desolate after them; 

No one passed through or returned, 

For they had made the land of delight desolate. 


14. is an anomalous form, 

after the Aramaean manner, according 
to which Zere is placed where there 
would otherwise be a movable Shcva. 
Regularly, it would be Ciycs. It is 
of the Piel conjugation. V-s, 

^ • V * 'i* "•* 


the land of delight , Canaan. Comp. Jer. 
iii, 19. Maurer proposes to take 

impersonally. Others more properly con¬ 
sider the Jews to be the nominative, who 
by their crimes, had brought judgments 
upon the land. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

Tnis chapter is a continuation of the subject introduced and treated of in the preceding. 
Having shown the awful consequences of disregarding the Divine will, which hnd been 
clearly announced by the prophets, God promises the renewal of his favor towards those 
who had returned from the captivity, ltestored to purity, 3, Jerusalem should enjoy 
security and prosperity to a degree far exceeding the conceptions of those whom the 
prophet addressed, 4—6. Those who were still in heathen countries should be brought 
back, and share in the general prosperity, 7—17 The chapter closes with a direct answer 
to the question relating to the fasts, and a prediction of the great number of proselytes 
that should be made to the true religion by the display of the Divine goodness towards 
the Jews, 18—23. 


1 And the word of Jehovah was communicated to me, saying: 

2 Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: 

I have been zealous for Zion with great zeal, 

Yea, with great indignation have I been zealous for her. 

3 Thus saith Jehovah, I am returned to Zion, 

And will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem; 

And Jerusalem shall be called, The city of truth, 

And the mountain of Jehovah of hosts, The holy mountain. 

4 Thus saith Jehovah of hosts : 


1. Before njsaV the word , to me, 

r i ^ 

is found in thirty-three Heb. MSS.; it 
has been in ten more originally, and is 
now in three by correction ; it is the 
reading of the Soncin., Brixian, and 
Complulensian editions, and is supported 
by the Syr. and Targ. 


2. Comp. i. 14, 15. 

3. Comp. Is. i. 26, and the remarks 
there made on the idiomatic use of uns , 
to call . 

4. 5. These verses beautifully depict 
the security and happiness of the inhab¬ 
itants of Jerusalem. Longevity and a 
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Aged men and aged women shall yet be sitting in the streets 
of Jerusalem, 

Each man with his staff in his hand for very age; 

5 And the streets of the city shall be tilled 
'With boys and girls, playing in the streets of it. 

6 Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: 

Though it should be wonderful 

o 

In the eyes of the remnant of this people in those days, 

Should it also be wonderful in my eyes ? 

Saith Jehovah of hosts. 

7 Thus saith Jehovah of hosts : 

Behold, I will deliver my people 
From the land of the rising, 

And from the land of the setting of the sun, 

O f 

8 And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of 

Jerusalem, 

And they shall become my people, 

And I will become their God, 

In truth and in righteousness. 

9 Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: 


numerous offspring were specially prom¬ 
ised under the old dispensation, but uni¬ 
formly in connection with obedience to 
the law. Deut. iv. 40, v. 16, 33, vi. 2, 
xxxiii. 6, 24; Is. lxv. 20. The idea 
conveyed by in such connection 

is exquisite. "What can be more grati¬ 
fying to the uncomipted simplicity of 
human feelings, than to witness a num¬ 
ber of young children enjoying their 
innocent gambols r For a contrary state 
of things, see Jer. vi. 11, Lx. 21. 

6. sVs , though like its cognate nVs , 
is not used in Kal, yet, from its significa¬ 
tions in Niphal, Picl, Hiphal, and Hith- 
pael, it cannot be doubted that it must 
have conveyed the idea of separation , dis¬ 
tinction, difficulty i hence in Niphal, it 
signifies to be distinguished, to stand out 
prominently , from common events, to be 
impossible to human power, to be mirac¬ 
ulous. rhsViS . the participial noun, is 
often used for miraculous occurrences. 

, in those days , i. e. at the 
time when I fulfil my promise. To jus¬ 
tify the rendering of our common version, 


M in these days,” the Hebrew should have 
been n'tyr; . See ver. 9. 

? 14 T • f *• 

7. The east and west are here put os 
parts for the whole. The meaning is, I 
will deliver my people from every region 
whither they have been scattered. "Were 
there any reason to believe that the 
prophecy has respect to a restoration of 
the Jews yet future, there would be a 
singular propriety in the use of 

, the setting of the sun, the Jews 
being now, for the most part, found in 
countries to the west of Jerusalem ; but 
there is every reason to conclude that it 
has an exclusive reference to what was 
to take place soon after it wqs delivered. 
Vast numbers were carried away captive 
after the time of Alexander. Not fewer 
than 100,000 were carried by Ptolemy 
to Egypt, and were settled in Alexan¬ 
dria and Cyrcnc. 

The words rwsa belong to 

both the members of the sentence, and 
express the reality and sincerity of the 
relation on both sides. 

9. rrptnr' , let your hands be 

™ ... 1 1 1 - -i v 
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Let your hands be strong, 

Ye that hear in these days 

These words from the mouth of the prophets, 

Which were spoken on the day when the foundation was laid 
Of the house of Jehovah of hosts, 

The temple, in order to its being built 

10 For before those days 
There was no hire for man, 

Xeither was there any hire for beast; 

And to him that went out or came in 
There was no peace, because of the enemy: 

Yea, I sent all men each against another. 

11 But now I will not be as in the former days 
To the residue of this people, 

Saith Jehovah of hosts. 

12 For the seed shall be prosperous, 

The vine shall yield her fruit, 

And the earth shall yield her produce, 

And the heavens shall yield their dew, 

And I will cause the residue of this people 
To possess all these things. 

13 And it shall come to pass, 

As ye have been a curse among the nations, 

O house of Judah, and house of Israel, 

strong , a figurative mode of expression, In the last clause of the veree reference 
denoting, courage , resolution , effort. Jud. is had to the intestine broils and con ten* 
vii.ll; 2 Sam. xvi. 21. The prophets tions which prevailed, 
here referred to were Haggai and Zech- 11, 12. stands forcibly in con- 

ariah. See Ezra v. 1, 2. The words trast with at the beginning of the 
which the people heard -were those of preceding verse. The providence of God 
consolation and encouragement. Haggai brought about a complete change in the 
ii. 18, 19. After itjs subaud. sna* . circumstances of the Jews who had re- 

v« « 1 

■ " 

10. Such was the danger to which the turned. As they obeyed his voice and 
Jews were exposed before the actual prosecuted his work, he gave them out- 
commencement of building the temple, ward tranquillity, and prospered their 
that all intercourse between the city and agricultural pursuits. After y^T , 

the country was interrupted. The Sa- the seed of prosperity, i. e. healthy, pros- 
maritans pressed sore upon them, and perous seed, such as would not fail, sup- 
annoyed them in every possible way. ply n*rr , there shall be. Their fields 
See Ezra iv. 1—5. By is not meant should not be trodden down by the ene- 
afiliction, tribuiatio , as the Eng., my, nor suffer from drought, mildew, 

LXX., and Vulg.; but the enemy , or as locusts, and other calamities, 
we have it, rv^r:’' ■ns , the ene- 13. By the Jews being a curse and a 

mies of Judah and Beryamin. Ezra iv. 1. blessing, is not meant that they were the 
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So I will deliver you, and ye shall be a blessing: 

Fear not, let your hands be strong. 

14 For thus saith Jehovah of hosts: 

As I purposed to afflict you, 

AVhen your fathers provoked me to wrath, 

Saith Jehovah of hosts, and I repented not; 

15 So again I have purposed, in these days, 

To do good to Jerusalem and the house of Judah : 

Fear ye not. 

16 These are the things which ye shall do: 

Speak truth one to another; 

Execute true and sound judgment in your gates. 

17 And think not in your hearts of the injury 
Which one hath done to another; 

And love not the false oath; 

For all these are things that I hate, 

Saith Jehovah. 

18 And the word of Jehovah of hosts was communicated to me, 

19 saying, Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: The fast of the fourth 
month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, 
and the fast of the tenth, shall become joy and gladness to the 


instruments of communicating either evil 
or good to the nations, but that they 
themselves experienced either the one 
or the other. They were subjects of the 
curse and the blessing. “ The house of 
Israel,” or the ten tribes, as distinguished 
from “the house of Judah,” shared in 
the happy fulfilment of the prophecy. 
It follows, that they also returned to 
Palestine, rVs~ , in the very days 

to which it refers. All attempts to dis¬ 
cover them at more recent periods have 
proved utterly fruitless; and the idea 
that they must still exist somewhere in 
the world, and are still to be restored in 
their tribal state, has arisen from a mis¬ 
construction of those prophecies which 
refer to the return from Babylon. 

14, 15. An amplification of what had 
been stated in the preceding verse. 

16, 17. These verses contain a virtual 
and instructive reply to the question rel¬ 
ative to the celebration of the fast, chap, 
vii. 3. It was not in such merely exter¬ 


nal, ritual, or ceremonial observances that 

Jehovah delighted, but in the love and 

practice of moral rectitude. The “ gate” 

was, and still is, the forum in the East. 

tlVi means sounds wholesome 

* ' : 

judgment. "“w'S, in ver. 17, is wanting 
in three MSS., originally in two more, 
and now by correction in one; in the 
LXX. Syr. and Arab. 

19. Now follows a formal reply to 
the question just referred to. The fast 
of the fourth month was on account of 
the taking of Jerusalem, Jcr. xxxix. 2, 
lii. 5—7 ; that of the tenth was in com¬ 
memoration of the commencement of 
the siege, Jer. lii. 4. For the other two 
fasts, see on chap. vii. 3 ond 5. The 
Jews are distinctly informed that these 
fasts should be turned into festivals of 
joy. The t in p^srn is adversative, 

i V * 

having the force of — but in order that 
ye may enjoy the predicted and promised 
blessing, see that ye be sincere before me, 
and live in harmony among yourselves. 
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house of Judah, even cheerful festivals; but love ye truth and 

20 peace. Thussaith Jehovah of hosts: 

21 There shall yet come people, 

And the inhabitants of many cities, 

And the inhabitants of one shall go to another, saying, 

Let us go speedily to conciliate the regard of Jehovah, 

And to seek Jehovah of hosts: 

I will go, even I also. 

22 Yea, many people and mighty nations shall come 
To seek Jehovah of hosts in Jerusalem, 

And to conciliate the regard of Jehovah. 

23 Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: 

In those days ten men, 

Out of all the nations, 

Shall take hold, shall even take hold 


20. The prophecy concludes with the 
announcement that, in consequence of 
the distinguished favor shown to the 
Jewish people after their restoration to 
their own land, multitudes of Gentiles 
should be induced to embrace the worship 
of Jehovah. Just before the appearance 
of Christ, the heathen began powerfully 
to feel the emptiness of their false relig¬ 
ions, and the unsatisfaetoriness of their 
systems of philosophy, and many of them, 
who were 1 rought into contact with the 
people of God, found in their religion, 
with all its imperfections, a satisfaction 
which they had sought in vain from any 
other quarter. It is evident, from various 
parts of the Acts of the Apostles, that 
proselytes were numerous in their day. 
Between and , supply r:‘rr . 
Two MSS., the LXJX. and Arab, read 

C'Sn , many, after cwy , which in all 
• ^ ^ 

probability existed originally in the text. 

21. The second riqs is equivalent to 
rnns. Comp. Exod. xvii. 12, xviii. 4. 

23. ntij* is redundant. Ten is put as 
a round number, or a definite for an in¬ 
definite, but indicating many rather than 
few. Comp. Gen. xxxi. 7 ; Mic. v. 5. 
Crian , of all the languages 

■ i 

of the nations , means, of ail the nations 

speaking different languages. Comp. 


rissSVm » all the nations and 

- - . • T 

the languages , Is. Ixvi. 18. See also ’ 
Gen. x. 5, 20; Dan. iii. 7; Rev. v. 9, 
vii, 9, xiii. 7. To take hold of the skirt , 
is not intended to convey the idea of 
entreaty, or the gesture of application 
for assistance, but is significant of a feel¬ 
ing of inferiority, and a desire to enjoy 
the happy privileges possessed by another. 
The Gentile nations would be anxious to 
participate in the blessings of the theoc¬ 
racy. The repetition of the verb 
is emphatic, S'N , a man, a Jew , 

is merely a periphrasis for a Jew. Comp. 
avty 'lovBaios, Acts x. 28. The prophecy 
is generally regarded as having respect 
to something yet future, and is often in¬ 
terpreted of the instrumentality of the 
Jews when converted in effecting the 
conversion of the world. I can find no 
such reference in the passage. “ Jerusa¬ 
lem” cannot be understood otherwise 
than literally, just as the term “ Jew” 
is to be so understood ; but, according to 
our Lord's doctrine respecting the New 
Dispensation, that city is no longer the 
place where men are exclusively to wor¬ 
ship the Father, John iv. 21—23. In¬ 
cense and a pure offering are now pre¬ 
sented to his name in every place where 
his people assemble in the name of Jesus 
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Of the skirt of a Jew, saying, 

We will go with you ; 

For we have heard that God is with you. 


and with a view* to his glory, Mai. i. 10, 
11. It was otherwise before the advent 
of Christ. Jerusalem was the place 
■which Jehovah had chosen to put his 
name there, and thither all his true wor¬ 
shippers were expected to come to the 
great festivals, in whatever country they 
might reside. Thus, the treasurer of 
Candace went all the way from Abys¬ 
sinia, Acts viii. 27; and thus numbers 
from all parts of the Roman empire as¬ 
sembled in th.it city at the first Pentecost 
after our Saviour’s resurrection. As the 
Hellenistic Jews and the Gentile prose¬ 
lytes travelled along in companies, they 


could not but excite the curiosity of the 
pagans through whose countries and 
cities they passed; and celebrated as 
the metropolis of Judea had become for 
the favors conferred upon it by some of 
the greatest monarchs of the times im¬ 
mediately gone by, and for the prosperity 
and warlike prowess of the Jewish peo¬ 
ple, it w’as impossible that it should not 
attract the attention of the surrounding 
nations to the character and claims of the 
God who was there adored, and who 
accorded such blessings to his worship¬ 
pers. 


CHAPTER IX. 

For tbe arguments in opposition to. and those in favor of, the authenticity of that portion 
of the book of Zccbariah which begins with this chapter, and comprises it and the re¬ 
maining chapters, see the Preface. 

Having in prophetic vision exhibited some of the more remarkable events connected with 
the continued rule of the Persians, Zccbariah now proceeds to predict those which were 
to take place under that of the Greeks, during the military expeditions of Alexander nnd 
his successors, in so far as they had a bearing upon tbe afTuirs of the Jews, lie describes 
the couquest of Syria after the battle of Issus, 1; and the progress of the army of Alex¬ 
ander along the coast of the Mediterranean, involving the capture of the principal cities 
of the Phoenicians and Philistines, but leaving tbe Jews unmolested, through tbe protect¬ 
ing care of Jehovah, 2—8. lie then contrasts with the character nnd military achieve¬ 
ments of that conqueror the qualities which should distinguish the Messiah and his king¬ 
dom. whom he expressly predicts, 9.10 After which he resumes the thread of his his¬ 
torical discourse, and describes the wars of tbe Maccabees with Anliocbus Fpiphanes, 
and the victory and prosperity with which they were followed, il—17. 


1 The sentence of the word of Jehovah, 
Against the land of Hadraeh, 


1. For tlie signification of , set 
on Is. xiii. 1. The combination ntk 
r*r-, occurs only here, chap, xii, 


1, and Mai. i. 1. As na* occurs in the 
sense of oracle, and signifies what 
is taken up and uttered by the voice, the 
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And Damascus shall be its resting place, 

When towards Jehovah shall be the eye of man, 
And of all the tribes of Israel. 


phrase might be rendered, The announce¬ 
ment of the oracle of Jehovah; but it is 
better for the sake of uniformity to re- 
tain the term sentence, which I have 
adopted in my translation of Isaiah. 
"With respect to Iladrach, it is 

uncertain whether it was intended to 
denote a country, a city, or a king. The 
last is the most probable, on the ground 
that it is not likely that the name either 
of a country’ or its metropolis, in a region 
near Damascus, would have entirely dis¬ 
appeared from the pages of history’. But 
no such name has been found in any 
Arabic work either of history or geogra¬ 
phy. Joseph Abassus, indeed, a native 
of that countrv, informed Michaelis that 
there was a place so called at the dis¬ 
tance of some miles from Damascus; that 
it was now of small consequence, but 
had onec been a city of great celebrity; 
but there is every reason to believe that 
if he did not intend to impose upon his 
learned interrogator, the place he had in 

view was “y-ps» in Arabic 

... j * 

called by Eusebius ’ASpaa, and by Pto¬ 
lemy v A5 pa. It lay about thirty miles 
from Damascus. The same remark ap¬ 
plies to the statement of Rabbi Jose, 
mentioned by Kimchi in his Comm, on 
this verse, that he was from Damascus, 
and that there was a place there, of which 
the name was Iladrach. The Rabbins 
consider the term to be a compound appel¬ 
lative of the Messiah, who was to be -in, 
sharp or severe towards the Gentiles, but 
tender towards Israel! Ilengsten- 
berg, who treats on the subject at large 
in his Christology, vol. ii. pp. 69—77, 
Keith’s Translation, denies that it is a 
proper name at all, and regards it as a 
symbolical appellation of the Persian em¬ 
pire, which he thinks Zechariah would 
not designate by its proper name for fear 
of offending the government under which 
he lived. His reasoning in support of 


his hypothesis is very unsatisfactory, and 
his construction of i yir, 2 V , Jer. li. 1, is 

-11 »■ 9 

perfectly ridiculous. I am compelled to 
acquiesce in the opinion, that a king of 
this name is meant, as the most probable 
of those that have been advanced, es¬ 
pecially as the phrase, “the land of a 
king," is not without example in Scrip¬ 
ture; see Nch. ix. 22; and very much 
suspect that the word n , Iladrach , 
is after all only a corruption of iip,, the 
common name of the kings of Syria, 
though such corruption must have taken 
place at a very early period, for it was 
found in the copy from which the version 
of the LXX. was made. The affix in 
hrn:tt is -im in the preceding hemi¬ 
stich. Damascus was to be the place in 
which the Divine word or sentence was 
to rest or settle; in other words, where 
the threatened punishment would perma¬ 
nently be inflicted. That ancient city 
was taken by Alexander the Great after 
the battle at Issus, and formed part of 
the kingdom of the Seleucidac, from 
whom it passed into the hands of the 
Romans. The native rule, which thus 
ceased on the Greek conquest, was never 
afterwards recovered. Several commen¬ 
tators, following the ancient versions, 
render the words, c-s ) y T 

Vs-T -1 *t;£r Vb* , for the eye of Jeho - 

«• 1 ■ ■ .... • * 

■ ■ • 

vah is upon men and all the tribes of 
Israel , and explain them with reference 
to the universal judgments which the 
providence of God had brought or would 
bring upon the people in and around 
Palestine. But it is more natural to 
regard *;*y in construction with , 

The reference will then be to the effect 
produced upon the minds of others as 
well as of the Israelites, bv the success 
and progress of the army of Alexander. 
Apprehensive of danger, they should be 
compelled to look to Jehovah alone for 
deliverance. "When Alexander threat- 
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2 Hamath also which is contiguous to it; 

Tyre and Zidon, though she be very wise. 

3 Yea, though Tyre hath built a fortress for herself, 
And heaped up silver as dust, 

And fine gold as the mud of the streets; 

4 Behold, Jehovah will dispossess her, 

And strike her wealth iuto the sea, 

And she herself shall be burned with fire. 

5 Askelon shall see it and be afraid ; 

Gaza also, and shall be in great pain ; 


ened to punish the Jews on account of 
the refusal of Jaddua the high priest to 
swear fealty to him, they were thrown 
into the greatest consternation, and of¬ 
fered many sacrifices and prayers to God 
for deliverance. is here used as a 
particle of time. 

2. Hamath was the capital of a king¬ 
dom of the same name, which lay be¬ 
tween Zobah and Ilehob, and to the 
north of Damascus. It was called by 
the Greeks Epiphania, but is now known 
by its ancient name, which it has all 
along retained among the natives. That 
the kingdom was conterminous to that 
of which Damascus was the metropolis 
is here expressed by rra—VaiF s the fem¬ 
inine affix referring to y-is , land, in the 

_ * Mm 

preceding verse. The whole of Syria 
was subjugated by the Greeks, or sub¬ 
mitted to Alexander. Tyre and Zidon , 
which lay directly in the way of that 
monarch, as he marched along the coast 
of the Mediterranean towards Egypt, are 
next mentioned. See on Is. xxiii. The 
latter city voluntarily surrendered, and 
had Abdolonymus appointed as viceroy. 
Though originally the chief of all the 
Phoenician cities, and the mother of 
many colonies, yet at the time here 
referred to, 6he had become far inferior 
to Tyre, and quite sunk in comparison 
with her; on which account the predi¬ 
cate “X73 rr^-P., she is very wise, though, 
in point of position, it might seem to be¬ 
long to •pHS , Zidon , is nevertheless to 
be referred to - 'i , Tyre , as the more im¬ 
portant of the two cities. The Tyrians, 

51 


who had long been celebrated for their 
worldly wisdom, Ezck. xxviii. 3, 4, 5, 
12, 17, gave a specimen of it on the 
approach of the Grecian monarch. On 
his intimating that he wished to offer 
sacrifice in the temple of Hercules, they 
replied that the ancient and true temple 
of that god was at Old Tyre on the con¬ 
tinent, and sent him a crown of gold in 
testimony of their respect for so great a 
conqueror: hoping by these means to 
induce him to pass on without visiting 
their island. 

3. This verse is graphically descriptive 
of the insular and strongly fortified posi¬ 
tion of New Tv re, at the distance of 

■ 9 

seven hundred paces from the shore, and 
of the immense stores of wealth which 
it contained as the great emporium of 
Phoenician commerce. Ezck. xxvii. 

4. Instead of -a-s , many MSS., and 

some of them the bret of the Spanish, 
read rrin* , which I have adopted as the 
true lection. Here is set forth the con¬ 
quest of Tyre by Alexander, who con¬ 
structed a causeway with the rubbish of 
Old Tyre from the shore to the island, 
and after a siege of seven months took 
the city by storm, put eight thousand of 
the inhabitants, who had not taken flight 
to Carthage, to the sword, sold thirteen 
thousand into slavery, crucified two 
thousand, and after plundering the city, 
burnt it to ashes. Jahn’s Ilcb. Com¬ 
monwealth, sect. 70. 

5. It may easily be imagined what 
terror the news of the fall of Tyre must 
have struck into the inhabitants of the 
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And Ekron, because her expectation hath made her ashamed ; 
The king shall perish from Gaza, 

And Askelon shall not be inhabited. 

6 A foreigner shall sit as ruler in Ashdod, 

And I will cut off the pride of the Philistines. 

7 I will remove his blood from his mouth, 

And his abominations from between his teeth ; 

And he, even he, shall be left for our God, 

And shall be as a prince in Judah, 

And Ekron shall be as a Jebusite. 


cities further along the coast southward, 
who knew the destination and route of 
the victorious army. The prophet ac¬ 
cordingly precedes the march of the 
conqueror from Phoenicia into Philistia. 
The principal cities of the Philistines 
arc here enumerated. Gath only is 
omitted, owing, probably, to its being 
farther inland, and thus lying somewhat 
out of the route of the army. For Ash- 
kclon, see on Amos i. 8. For Gaza and 
Ekron, on Amos i. G. Ekron, lying 
farthest north of these cities, is repre¬ 
sented as exercising confidence in Tyre. 
While that city withstood the attack, she 
might expect Alexander to be arrested 
in his course, and hope that he would 
give up his plan of invading Egypt. 
But when it fell, her hopes were gone. 
History is silent respecting the fate of 
these cities on occasion of the present 
expedition, but of Gaza it is recorded, 
■ that it resisted, and was captured after 
a siege of two months. Not fewer than 
ten thousand of the inhabitants were put 
to death, and the rest were sold into sla¬ 
very. Bctis, the commander or governor 
of the citv, was bound to a chariot with 

w 

thongs thrust through the soles of his 
feet, and in this manner dragged around 
the city. It is not improbable, that it is 
specially to this circumstance that the 
words rtfyc ibyz "»2n , the king shall 

i - - I V V *“ v 9 ** 

perish from Gaza, refer. The title of 
king is frequently used in Scripture in a 
subordinate sense, to denote any ehief 
ruler or governor. See Gen. xiv. 2. 

6. For Ashdod, see on Amos i. 8. The 


word “instt , which occurs only here and 

■ 

Deut. xxiii. 2, has been considered of 
uncertain etymology. Lee thinks it may 
probably be a compound of yc , from, 
CV , a people , and “it , a foreigner; but 
this conjecture, however ingenious, is not 
warranted by Hebrew usage. In Deut. 
the LXX. render it by Ik v6pvt\s, one 
born of a whore , but &Woycvt7s, a differ¬ 
ent race or people, best suits both pas¬ 
sages. See Blayney. According to the 
form, it must be regarded as the Hiphil 
participle of nTtt , a root not occurring 
in the Hebrew Scriptures, but signifying 
in more modem Hebrew, to mix. Comp. 

the Arab. ^ Joo, corruptus fuit. Ilcng- 

stenberg renders, rabble. By ^10 , the 
pride of the Philistines, we are to under¬ 
stand the splendor of their cities, espec¬ 
ially of their temples. 

7. This verse contains a prediction of 
the future conversion of the Philistines 
to the knowledge and service of the true 
God. The pronominal affix refers to 
, the foreign prince, as does , 
he, further on in the verse. Their aban¬ 
donment of idolatry, and their embrac¬ 
ing the true religion, is represented by 
their no longer drinking blood, and eat¬ 
ing things sacrificed to idols, both of 
which were common among the pagans, 
but prohibited by the Mosaic law, Numb, 
xxv. 2; Lev. vii. 26, xvii. 10, 12; and by 
the apostles, Acts xv. 29. It is implied 
that what the ruler did, would be done 
by the citizens subject to his power. He 
was to belong to God, os one who had 
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8 And I will encamp about my house because of the army, 
Both when it passeth through, and when it rcturnctli; 
And no oppressor shall pass through them any more. 

For now do I look with mine eyes. 

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion ! 

Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem ! 

Behold thy King will come to thee; 

Righteous, and having salvation, 


joined himself to him by an act of self¬ 
dedication. Comp. Is. xliv. 5, lvi. 3. 
On his becoming a Jewish proselyte, he 
should be regarded as sustaining the dig¬ 
nity of one of the princes of Judah ; no 
distinction should exist between them. 
The same idea is expressed in the paral¬ 
lel clause. The Jebusites were the orig¬ 
inal inhabitants of Jerusalem, who, on 
their subjugation by David, were incor¬ 
porated among the Jews, and enjoyed 
their privileges. 2 Sam. xxiv. 16, etc. 

8. For rzx , the Keri has the proper 
orthography , <i host % or army. Je¬ 
hovah here promises to afford protection 
to the Jews (called, as in IIos. viii. 1, 
TVl”* , the house of Jehovah). They 
were not to be injured by the army of 
Alexander, either on its march to or from 
Egypt, a promise which was fulfilled to 
the letter; for while that monarch pun¬ 
ished the Samaritans, he showed great 
favor to the Jews. Nor was any foreign 
oppressor to invade their land, as the 
Assyrians and Chaldeans had done, dur¬ 
ing the period which was to intervene 
before the advent of the Messiah, pre¬ 
dicted in the verse immediately follow¬ 
ing. They were, indeed, subject to much 
suffering, both from the Egyptian and the 
Syrian kings, especially from Antiochus 
Epiphancs, but their nationality was not 
destroyed, and the evils to which they 
were exposed only paved the way for the 
Maccabean victories, and the establish¬ 
ment of the Asmonean dynasty. For 
this preservation they were indebted to 
the providence of God which watched 
over them for good. This is emphatically 
expressed in the last clause of the verse. 


9. From the gTeat Grecian conqueror, 
and the temporal protection which Je¬ 
hovah would accord to his people, the 
prophet abruptly, and in the most sub¬ 
lime and animated strain, ealls the atten¬ 
tion of the Jews to a Royal Personage 
of a very different character, the Mes¬ 
siah, meek and righteous, the Prince 
and pattern of peace, and the Author of 
spiritual salvation to all his subjects. 
His advent was to be accompanied by 
such glorious results, that it was to be 
hailed with the most joyful anticipation. 
That the subject of the prophecy is the 
Messiah, is not only established by the 
inspired authority of the Evangelist Mat¬ 
thew, chap, xxi. 4, but has the suffrages 
of all the early Jewish authorities. It 
was not till the twelfth century that it 
was otherwise interpreted. Thus the 
Book of Zohar; rvtis Vs -rrs 
-xn V” . “ On this account 

it is said of Messiah, Lowly and riding 
upon an assa statement which is re¬ 
peated in the same work. The same 
construction is put upon the passage by 
Joshua Ben Levi, Saadias Gaon, and 
others. The testimonies will be found 
in Wetstein on Matt. xxi. 4, who says in 
reference to them: “ Magno consensu 
Judaei dictum Zachariae de Messia inter- 
pretantur.” And Solomon Jarehi ha9 
the ingenuousness to acknowledge, 
rrx-wr. bv kVx ■np^sV -rrx , that “it 
is impossible to interpret it of any other 
than the Messiah." Of Ilim os the king 
of Zion it is predicted that he should be 
righteous , a quality frequently 
ascribed to him in the Old Testament. 
See Is. xlv. 21, liii, 11; Jer. xxiii. 5, 
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Lowly, and riding upon an ass, 
Even upon a colt the foal of an ass. 


xxxiii. 15 ; Mai. iv. 2. With respect to 
rr- 2 , or, os it is pointed in some copies, 
57 ',:, of which Kimchi approves, on the 
ground of its being the preterite con¬ 
verted into the future by the n conversivc, 
most modem commentators construe it 
as strictly passive in signification, and 
the more orthodox interpret it with ref¬ 
erence to Christ’s deliverance from the 
grave, after his sufferings upon the cross, 
rendering the passage, ° righteous and 
saved.” But to such construction it 
must be objected, first, that the passive 
signification does not suit the connection. 
If the people had been the nominative 
to the verb, this signification would have 
been admissible; but it is the king who 
is here described, and to speak of him as 
saved or delivered without any reference 
to previous danger or suffering, would be 
most inappropriate. There is, therefore, 
a real exiyentia loci: the context imper¬ 
atively requires the verb to be understood 
in an active sense. Secondly, though the 
usual signification of Niphal is passive, 
yet there are numerous instances in which 
verbs of that conjugation have a reflexive 
signification, which represent the agent 
as showing himself possessed of the qual¬ 
ity of the action, or in which the signifi¬ 
cation is purely active, especially verbs, 
which are not used in Kal. Thus 
to shoio one’s self glorious; , to show 

one’s self obstinate, to murmur , complain ; 
N 2 : , to prophecy; • to desire great¬ 
ly ; -ip 3 . to approach ; , to swear ; 

yers , to obey, show one’s self obedient; 

•y-j: , to lean , etc. And thus in the 
present case , showing himself a 
Saviour, having salvation, saving, a Sa¬ 
viour. Thirdly, that the verb is so to be 
interpreted here the combination of the 
term with p-^y, righteous, clearly shows; 
for it occupies the same position in rela¬ 
tion to that adjective, which the active 
participle nr*, riding, does to “rr, lowly , 
in the following clause of the verse. As 


in the latter case the Messiah’s riding 
upon an ass was a proof or manifestation 
of his humility, so, in the former, his 
actually having salvation for others was 
a manifestation of his possessing that 
righteousness which was indispensable 
for the justification of the guiltv. See 
1 Cor. i. 30; 2 Cor. v. 21 ; Phil’, iii. 8, 
9 ; 1 John LL 2. As the one feature con¬ 
trasted with the haughty character of 
the Grecian conqueror, so the other con¬ 
trasted with the cruelties that were in¬ 
flicted by him on the dties which he 
captured. The Son of Man came not 
to destroy men’s lives, but to save them. 
Fourthly, all the ancient versions render 
the verb actively. LXX. awfav, Targ. 

« o > 

jvnS , Syr. Looi-S* T ulg. Sal rotor. 
That ,, :y , is here to be taken in the sense 

* T 

of meek, lowly , and not in that of poor, 
or afflicted , the connection sufficiently 
shows. Thus the LXX. vpavs. In proof 
of tbe mild and gentle character of the 
Messiah's reign, he is represented as rid¬ 
ing upon an ass, which, though not in 
the East the degraded and despised ani¬ 
mal which it is with us, being used by 
princes and other persons of rank, is 
nevertheless comparatively so as it re¬ 
gards the horse, and specially contrasts 
with the war-horse in the following verse. 
It was proverbially the symbol of peace, 
so that what the prophet here describes 
was at once calculated to inspire the 
mind with the conviction that the King 
of w hom be spake was none other than 
the Prince of Peace, predicted Is. ix. 6. 
The i in —y ” an( l upon a colt,” i9 
exegetical of the preceding. Comp. Gen. 
xlix. 11. r*;rs, she-asses, does not, 
as Michaelis would have it, convev the 

w m 

idea of the pedigree of the colt, as one 
of excellent breed, whose mothers could 
be traced back through several genera¬ 
tions, but is merely an idiomatic form, 
the plural being used for the singular. 
Comp, ,, nn , mountains, of Ara- 
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10 And I will cut off the chariots from Ephraim, 
And the horse from Jerusalem ; 

The battle-bow also shall be cut off; 

And he shall speak peace to the nations; 

And his rule shall be from sea to sea, 

And from the river to the ends of the earth. 

11 As for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant, 
I will send forth thy prisoners out of the pit 


rat , i. e one of the mountains, etc., Gen. 
viii. 4. -tj-Va , cities of Gilead , t. e. 

T ; • f ^ 

one of them, Jud. xii. 7. For the ful¬ 
filment of the prophecy, see Matt. xxi. 
4, and the Commentators on that pas¬ 
sage. 

10. This verse contains a distinct an¬ 
nouncement of the nature and extent of 
the Messiah’s reign. Instead of leading 
forth the Jews to battle and conquest, as 
their Rabbins have long taught them to 
believe, he was in his providence com¬ 
pletely to disarm them, and render them 
incapable of engaging in hostile conflict. 
How literally this was accomplished their 
history subsequent to the destruction of 
Jerusalem by the Romans convincingly 
shows. The reign of the Messiah was 
not to be that of a worldly conqueror, 
like Alexander, nor was it to be confined, 
as to its boundaries, within the narrow 
limits of Palestine; but it w as to be that 
under which the inestimable blessing of 
peace was preeminently to be enjoyed; 
it was to embrace the Gentiles, who had 
been excluded from the commonwea'th 
of Israel; and, in point of extent, was 
to cover a vastly greater portion of terri¬ 
tory than ever was possessed by the war¬ 
rior of Macedon, On the circumstance 
that Ephraim is here mentioned, no valid 
argument can be built in favor of the 
hypothesis that this prophecy must have 
been delivered before the captivity of the 
ten tribes, since it is evidently the design 
of the prophet merely to describe the 
whole land of Canaan, the northern part 
of which still went by the ancient name, 
in contradistinction from Judah , which 
is here designated from Jerusalem, the 


capital. t*i Vr “C" , to speak peace , 
means to announce the message of the 
reconciliation effected by the Messiah. 
From the express inclusion of thec*ii, 
nations, among those who w-ere to enjoy 
the benefits of the spiritual reign of the 
King of Zion, it is manifest that what¬ 
ever may have been the originally re¬ 
stricted sense of ny c s >a 

* i i * t - i 

y“S“"C£N , as descriptive of the utmost 
bounds of the Hebrew' kingdom, the 
words must here be taken in the widest 
possible extent of meaning, just as in Ps. 
lxxii. 8, where it is declared in the con¬ 
nection, that all nations should serve the 
Messiah. 

11. Having been led by his predic¬ 
tions respecting the expedition of Alex¬ 
ander in the direction of Egypt, to 
exhibit in boldest contrast the character 
and reign of the Prince of Peace, Zecha- 
riah returns to the subject which he had 
in hand — the slate of the Jewish people 
in the times succeeding the captivity in 
Babylon, ca, also , connects what fol¬ 
lows with verses 6—8. The feminine 
pronoun ns refers to ivs—. or 
cVrsn—, vcr. 9. The covenant here 
called rrn m "0 ♦ thu covenant, means the 
covenant made with the Hebrews at 
Sinai, and ratified by the sprinkling of 
the Wood of the victims slain upon the 
occasion. By that net the nation was 
consecrated as a peculiar people to Jeho¬ 
vah, and taken under his special protec¬ 
tion. The covenant is called theirs, 
hecause it had their government ami 
happiness for its object. In virtue of the 
blood then shed, it is hero declared that 
their covenant God would release such 
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In which there is no water. 

12 Return ye to the strong-hold, ye prisoners of hope, 
Even to-day I declare I will render to thee double; 

13 For I have bent Judah for myself, 

I have filled the bow with Ephraim, 

And raised up thy sons, O Zion ! 

Against thy sons, O Greece ! 

And made thee as the sword of a hero. 


of them as were si ill captives in foreign 
lands. By is meant, not pris¬ 

oners whom the Jews had taken, but 
such of their own nation as were in the 
condition just described. After the death 
of Alexander manv thousands of Jews 

m 

were in a state of exile in Egypt, and 
many thousands more in that of actual 
slavery in Greece and other parts of the 
East. Their condition is described as 
that of prisoners confined in dungeons, 
which were commonly cisterns without 
water. See Jer. xxxviii. 6 ; Gen. xxxvii, 
24. In consequence of the mud which 
remained in them, they were exceedingly 
noxious to health, and those consigned 
to them were considered as subjects of 
the deepest misery. v is not here 

the proper preterite, as some interpreters 
construe it, but the prophetic future, 
which is thrown into the form of the 
preterite to express the certainty of the 
event. 

12. With the Divine promise of release 
is connected the duty of the captives to 
embrace the opportunity afforded them 
of returning to their own land, where 
they should enjoy the protection and 
favor of the Most High. ^i -22 occurs 
only in this place. It is derived from 
n22 , to cut off , to prevent the approach 
of an enemy, to erect an inaccessible 
fortification; hence the signification of 
the noun, strong-hold, or fortress LX X. 
bxupw^ia. It forcibly contrasts with -■p, 
the pit y in the preceding verse, and for 
this reason is not to be interpreted of 
Jerusalem considered as again fortified, 
but is used figuratively to express the 
security and prosperity which those 


should enjoy who returned from captiv¬ 
ity. Though captives, their condition 
was not hopeless. They were not to 
abandon themselves to despair, but to 
exercise confidence in the promise of 
God that he would assuredly deliver 
them, nor w’ere they to wait for the 
arrival of any distant period when they 
might return as a body; even then 
(tVT. E-iJ they might individually avail 
themselves of the invitation, and share 
in the blessings. The abundance of 
these blessings is expressed by the term 

r:r )2 , double, which is elsewhere simi- 
p# 1 • 1 

larly employed to convey the idea of full 
or ample compensation, Is. lxi. 7. There 
is no foundation for the opinion of Mich- 
aelis, adopted by Blayney, who takes 
>2 to be a noun having the significa- 
tion of , something precious, and not 
the participle of Hiphil. 

13. The declaration here made, that 
Jehovah would lead forth the Hebrews 
to military operations, and crown these 
operations with success, cannot be recon¬ 
ciled with the statement made vcr. 10, 
on any other principle but that which 
refers them to two totally different peri¬ 
ods of time. The one, as explained 
above, is predictive of the condition to 
which the nation was to be reduced after 
the advent of Messiah, instead of having 
become, under his reign, os they vainly 
expected, the conquerors of the w'orld; 
the other sets forth the successful wars 
in which they would engage with the 
Grecian rulers of Syria under the com¬ 
mand of the Maccabees. The prophecy 
is parallel with that of Daniel, ehnp. xi. 
32. For the fulfilment see 1 Mace. i. 
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14 And Jehovah shall appear on their behalf, 

And his arrows shall £jo forth as lightning:: 

! O O O J 

Yea, the Lord Jehovah shall blow the trumpet, 

And march in the storms of the south. 

15 Jehovah of hosts shall protect them, 

And they shall devour, and tread down the sling stones; 

They shall drink, they shall be noisy, as those who drink wine; 
They shall be full as the bowl, 

As the corners of the altar. 

16 And Jehovah their God shall save his people, 
lie shall save them as sheep in that day; 

For they shall be as the stones of a crown, 


Carrying themselves highly ov 

62, ii. 41—43, iii. 33, etc. By a bold 
and expressive figure, the Hebrews are 
represented as the bows and arrows of 
Jehovah, the military implements which 
he would employ in resisting and over¬ 
coming the Grecians under Antiochus 
Epiphanes. By yi—as, the sons of 
Greece , we are to understand, not the 
Greeks resident in Ionia or Greece, but 
t^ose composing the army of the mon¬ 
arch just mentioned. Grotius remarks, 
that at the time here referred to, the 
Jews were accustomed to call the kings 
both of Syria and Egypt, y.~— rjriq, 

kings of Greece , because they were of 
Grecian extraction. 

14. Here commences a number of 
special promises of Divine interposition 
and protection. Considering what the 
Jews had experienced from hostile ar¬ 
mies, it was necessary to disarm their 
fears by such assurances, that God was 
on their side. He is represented as ap¬ 
pearing in the thunderstorm, with the 
lightnings of which his arrows are com¬ 
pared, and with the noise of its thunders, 
the sound of his trumpet, summoning to 
the attack. For “ the storms of the 
south,” see on Is. xxi. 1. 

15. After , they shall eat, supply 
-t: , flesh, i. e. of their enemies; and 
after ? r i supply c ^ , their blood . This 
highly figurative language is frequently 
employed in Scripture to express the de- 


cr his land. 

struction of enemies in battle, y *“'^3 , 

like winc t is elliptical for -r r ~y £3 » 

like those who drink wine. Betore , 

i 9 

thirty-two MSS., originally lour more, 
three by correction, eight printed edi¬ 
tions, and the liabbins Nathan, Kimehi, 
and Aburbanel, supply the conjunctive 
n. By sVp , sling-stones, the ene¬ 
mies arc meant, as clearly appears from 
the contrasted form of expression, 

■ 

-t: , stones of a crowti, descriptive of the 
Jews, in the following verse. The phrase 
conveys the idea of feebleness Qnd con¬ 
tempt. The stones used for slinging are 
otherwise of no use or value. Carrying 
forward the idea of blood, reference is 
made to the bowl , which was 

used to receive that of the sacrifices, and 

to r n 'T , the comers of the altar, on the 

» » 

horns of which it was sprinkled. Abun¬ 
dant as was the blood thus shed and 
sprinkled should be that of the enemies 
of the Hebrews. 

16. For '“XV yt'js , as sheep, his peo¬ 
ple , comp, 'tkv . The words are 

neither in construction, nor in apposition, 
but are to he separated, so as to connect 
with y*rrr:, understood as repeated 
from the beginning of the verse. By 
•' 7 ;—, crown stones, arc meant the 

■ ■ ■ ■ w m i * 

precious stones or gems which were set 
in crowns, and were of great value. The 
elevation of these, and consequently of 
the crown which contained them, was 
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17 For how great is his goodness ! and how great his beauty ! 
Corn shall cause the young men to thrive, 

And new wine the maids. 


strongly indicative of victory. For C03 
in the acceptation of being high, comp. 


the Arab. 


(JOJ 


, elcvavit rem; in the 


viii. Conj. elatus fait ; elevatus 

t hr onus. 

17. The affix in. testa and is 

i -v 

most naturally to be associated with that 
in irxns at the close of the preceding 
verse, and referred to Jehovah. The 
meaning is, the goodness and beauty 
which he bestows. Compare Jer. xxxi. 
12 ; Ps. xxv. 7. » though occur¬ 

ring in the latter half, is common to both 
parts of the sentence. Piel has here the 


causative power of Hiphil. The root is 
, to sprout, germinate , grow up. The 
prophet refers to the plenty which there 
should be in the land after the destruc¬ 
tion of the enemy. The drinking of 
must by young females is peculiar to this 
passage; but its being here expressly 
sanctioned by Divine authority, furn¬ 
ishes an unanswerable argument against 
those who would interdict all use of the 

fruit of the vine. r’vrTi, new wine or 

* * 

must, so called from ij’V , to take posses¬ 
sion of, because when taken to excess, it 
gains the mastery over the person who 
indulges in it. 


CHAPTER X. 


This chapter continues the subject with which the preceding concluded. The Hebrews are 
exhorted to apply to Jehovah for the constant supply of temporal blessings, 1, and arc 
warned against an imitation of the conduct of their forefathers, who had recourse to 
false oracles, on account of which they and their rulers had been carried into captivity, 
2, 3 Promises are then made of government by rulers of their own nation, and the vic¬ 
torious operations of their armies, 4, 5; the complete rc-establishment of the theocracy, 
6. 7; the restoration of such of the nation as still remained in foreign countries, espec¬ 
ially in the East, and in Egypt, 8—11; and the chapter concludes with an assurance of the 
security and bappinesB which they should enjoy under the divine protection, 12. 


1 Ask ye from Jehovah rain in the time of the latter rain : 
Jehovah maketh the lightnings. 

And giveth them the heavy rain, 

To every one grass in the field. 

2 Surely the household gods spake vanity, 

1. This verse stands in the closest tiful rain . Comp. Job xxxvii. 6, where 
connection with the preceding, , the same words occur, only their order 

lightnings, the precursors of rain. , is inverted. 

Er; , lit. rain of heavy rain , i. e. plen- 2. CEnrin , the teraphim , or house- 
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And the diviners saw a lie; 

They told false dreams, 

They gave vapor for comfort; 

Therefore they wandered as sheep; 

They were afflicted because there was no shepherd. 

3 My anger burned against the shepherds, 

And I punished the lie-goats; 

Nevertheless Jehovah of hosts hath visited his flock, the house 
of Judah, 

And made them as his splendid horse in war. 

4 From hi in shall be the corner-stone, 

From him the peg, 

From him the battle-bow, 


hold gods, are opposed to Jehovah in the 
preceding verse. The term occurs only 
in the plural, and is of uncertain deri¬ 
vation. Gesenius refers it to the Arab. 




j>, to live in comfort , and considers 


it as signifying the indicators or givers of 
pleasure or happiness; Lee to the Eth. 


i’CV * religuus, superfuit, and thinks 


relics are meant. They appear to have 
had the form of the human body, and 
to have been consulted as oracles. See 
on Hos. iii. 4. The preterites and futures, 
which are intermixed, are all to be taken 
in the strictly past time, reference being 
had to the evils which had prevailed 
among the Jews, on account of which 
they had been carried away to Babylon, 
and against any further indulgence in 
which they are here warned. They were 
exposed afresh to the influence of idola¬ 
trous practices by their intercourse with 
the Sjto- Grecian and Egyptian troops, 
which repeatedly traversed the land. 
Antiochus Epiphancs actually set up a 
heathen idol in the temple at Jerusalem, 
and ordered temples and altars to be 
erected in the different cities throughout 
the country. 

3. The verb is here used both in a 
good and a bad sense; followed by the 
preposition , it signifies to visit for 
evil, to punish ; governing the accusative, 
to visit with good. The n in Vy is prop- 

52 


erly the i conversive, so that VipSS is to 
be rendered in the preterite, to agree with 
nin. By " he-goats” are meant the 
chiefs or leaders of the nation, all 

the versions render, as if it had been 
ilsy , in the preterite, which the con¬ 
nection requires. The 4 ‘ shepherds” and 
“he-goats” are used synonymously of the 
civil rulers. In the middle of this verse 
is a sudden transition from the calami¬ 
tous condition to which the Jews had 
been reduced as a punishment for their 
sins, to that of prosperity and military 
prowess to which they were raised in the 
time of the Maccabees. In the preceding 
chapter they had been set forth under the 
images of the bows and arrows; here 
they are represented under that of the 
battle-horse. The hoTsc selected by the 
commander of an army on which to ride 
at its head, was stately and richly capar¬ 
isoned. The z in tr.c 2 is the Caph ver- 
itatis. 

4. thrice repeated, possesses much 
emphasis. The nominative is in 

the preceding veTse. The Hebrews were 
not now to be subject to governors of 
foreign extraction or appointment, but 
were to be independent, enjoying the ben¬ 
efits of a native rule. By nsE , corner - 
stone, is meant the prince or governor, 
on whom the political edifice may be 
sold metaphorically to rest. The word is 
derived from n:E , to turn, and primarily 
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From him shall go forth each and every ruler. 

5 And as heroes shall they trample the enemy 
In the mud of the streets in battle ; 

They shall fight, for Jehovah is with them, 

And put to shame the riders on horses. 

6 I will strengthen the house of Judah, 

And deliver the house of Joseph, 

And will settle them, because I have pitied them ; 

And they shall be as if I had not cast them off; 

For I Jehovah am their God, and will answer them. 

*1 And Ephraim shall be as a hero, 

And their heart shall rejoice, as those who drink wine • 
Their sons shall see it and be jjlad : 

_ O j 

Their heart shall exult in Jehovah. 

8 I will whistle for them and gather them, 


signifies a turning-point, angle or comer 
of a building. With us a nail would be 
an insignificant image, but ir' , the Ori¬ 
ental nail, is a large peg in the inside of 
a room, wrought into the wall when the 
house is built, and on which is hung all 
kinds of household stuff, together with 
the different implements of war. See on 
Is. xxii. 23. One of these, the bore, is 
mentioned immediately after, and stands 
for the whole, ri’ia is used here simply 
in the sense of ruler. Compare the Eth. 

i kin ?' 

5. Supply f enemies , as the ob¬ 

ject to n-c*p, trampling, and compare 
Is. xiv. 25, lxiii. 6. Q-~sa “zr ~ refer 
to the numerous cavalry which composed 
the chief strength of the Syto-G recian 
army (see l Macc. iii. 39), but which 
were put to the route by a mere handful 
of Jews. 

6. “The house of Joseph” stands for 
the ten tribes, in contradistinction to 
those of Judah and Benjamin, to which 
is given the name of “Judah” as the 
more important of the two. It is clear 
from the reference thus made, that part, 
if not most of all the tribes, returned and 
took possession of their patrimonial lands 
after the captivity. n’*p i zr i r is a mixed 
form, supposed by Kirnchi, A barb an el, 


and some others, to have been artificiallv 

m 

compounded of crrrn , the Iliphil 
of » to return, and n'Pzr-r;, the 
Hiphil of , to sit or dicell, in order 

9 - 

to express in one word both verbs as used 
by Jeremiah, prp Vs d*^- 

{itinV , chap, xxxii. 37; but 

it is far more probable that the word 
is a corruption of , introduced 

through inadvertence by some transcri¬ 
ber. Such is, indeed, the reading of 
many MSS. and of four printed editions, 
and is supported by the LXX. Karoixe». 
The reading Q-pb-rr , has the support 
of the Syr., Vulg., and Targ., but is less 
suitable to the connection. 

7. As the state of things here described 
was brought about by the heroic conduct 
of Ephraim, it is obvious the return from 
the captivity cannot be intended, for the 
Hebrews were altogether passive on that 
occasion. The reason why special men¬ 
tion is here made of the ten tribes may 
be their longer rejection by the Lord, 
and the exiled state in which many of 
them still were in the days of the prophet. 
C*“SS , as a collective noun, is the nom¬ 
inative to vm . For Srs see on 

T ; * • * - 

chap. ix. 15. 

8. An express promise of the restora¬ 
tion, settlement, and increase of the ten 
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For I have redeemed them, 

And they shall increase, as they did increase. 

9 Though I have scattered them among the nations, 

Yet they shall remember me in the distant regions, 

And shall live with their children and return. 

10 I will bring them back from the land of Egypt, 

And gather them from Assyria ; 

And I will bring them to the land of Bashan and Lebanon, 
And room shall not be found for them. 

11 And he shall pass over the sea, 

He shall cleave and smite the waves of the sea, 

And all the deeps of the river shall dry up; 

The pride of Assyria shall be brought down, 

And the sceptre of Egypt shall depart. 


tribes, many of whom were still at that 

9 V 

time in a state of exile. They were to 
be brought back to Palestine, and placed 
in a condition in which they should be 
able to act valiantly in defence of their 
country. The verb signifies to whis¬ 
tle, or give a shrill sound, as those who 
keep bees do, who, by means of a whis¬ 
tle, or pipe, call them out from and back 
to their hives. See on Is. v. 2G. Jose¬ 
phus informs us, that two hundred years 
after the time here referred to, Galilee 
was peopled to an amazing extent, stud¬ 
ded with cities, towns, and villages; and 
adds, that the villages were not what 
w r ere usually called by that name, but 
contained, some of them, fifteen thou¬ 
sand inhabitants. Jewish Wars, book 
iii. ch. iii. $ 2. 

9. The first two Yaus are employed 
antithetically, the former having the sig¬ 
nification of though or indeed; the lat¬ 
ter, that of but or get. y-T cannot here 
mean saved, as Hengstenberg contends, 
but must be rendered scattered , which 
tlie verb primarily signifies, and the con¬ 
nection here requires. The last clause of 
the verse indicates the settled enjoyment 
of chartered privileges as before the dis¬ 
persion, when the Hebrews should return 
to their own land. 

10. We have no historical account of 
any specific removal of any belonging to 


the ten tribes into Egypt, but it cannot 
be doubted that, as in the case of the 
Jews in the time of Jeremiah, many of 
them betook themselves to that country 
for refuge on the invasion of Tiglath- 
pileser; and when Ptolemy attempted 
to seize the whole of Syria, and carried 
away 100,000 captives, whom he settled 
in Alexandria and Cyrene, vast numbers 
of them must have consisted of the 
descendants of those Israelites who had 
returned from the Eastern captivity. 
Those who had remained in the East 
were also to return. Comxi. Is. xi. 11. 

has here the signification of there 
being sufficient or enough , as in Kal, 
Numb. xi. 22; Jud, xxi. 14. tHp'E , 


room , or place , is understood. So great 
should be the number of inhabitants, 
that the territory, however ample and 
fertile, would not be able to furnish them 
w ith the necessary supplies. 

11. There is here an allusion to the 
original deliverance of the Hebrew peo¬ 
ple at the Red Sea. Comp. Is. xi. 15. 
The Divine interposition in behalf of 


those who were still in Egypt is not ex¬ 
pressly compared with whot then^ took 
place, but such comparison is implied, 
-ns has been variously rendered. Ihe 


OP 


LXX. ora /p, Vulg. freto, Syr. b^ol. 


angustia, Calvin, afflictio, Ilengstenbcrg, 
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12 And I will strengthen them through Jehovah, 
And they shall walk up and down in his name, 
Saith Jehovah. 


the distress , Blayney, Tyre , Hitzig, Zara, 
by which lie understands the Nile. The 
difficulty is at once removed by taking 
as a verb, with the Aramaie signifi¬ 
cation of sni: , ji , cut, cleave, divide . 

vS 

Comp, the Arab. resecuit, ampu - 

tavit . In which case three verbs, having 
Jehovah understood as their nominative, 
will follow in regular order: q* 2 - 1 z y i 

w 1 — ' 1 <_ 

rzm nis. And he shall 

- — ■» “ T • : T T 

pass over the sea; he shall cleave and 
smite the waves of the sea . The last 
words are literally, he shall smite the sea 
into waves ; or, as to the sea, he will 
smite its waves . Comp. Exod. xiv. 1G, 
21; Is. xi. 15, 1G. That by “ the river,*’ 


the Nile, and not the Euphrates, is 
meant, the use of the Egyptian word 
tk; places beyond dispute. See on Is. 
xix. 6. With respect to irrs, Ashur, 
it may justly be queried whether the 
Syro- Greek kingdom be not intended — 
that kingdom occupying not only the 
territory which belonged to ancient As¬ 
syria, but extending still further towards 
the east. The pride of that power, as 
well as the Egypto-Greek sceptre, was 
to be swept away. 

12. The phrase, nra ^ Vrrir:, to walk 

i 

in the nattie of a deity, is a Hebrew mode 
of speech, descriptive of a course of action 
pursued in accordance with his character 
and will. Comp. Mieah iv. 5. 


CHAPTER XI. 


It is obvious, from the nature of the predictions contained in this and the following chap¬ 
ters, that they must have been delivered at a time subsequent to the erection of the tem¬ 
ple. As they are exclusively occupied with denunciations of evil against (lie Jews, with 
the exception of interjected prophecies of the Messiah, and one relative to the final deliv¬ 
erance of the covenant people, they must have dispirited rather than encouraged those 
who were engaged in building the sacred edifice. It may be said, indeed, that there were 
many carnal and secure persons among the Jews, wbo required to be warned, and that 
the following denunciations were designed for their benefit; but, as the predictions do 
not relate to the times in which those persons lived, it is not conceivable how they could 
have so appropriated them as to derive effectual advantage from them- Besides, they 
contain no instances of direct address, or personal application of the truths delivered, 
such as we find In the other prophets when addressing themselves to their contemporaries! 
for their immediate benefit. It may, therefore, be concluded, that they were communi¬ 
cated by Zechariah on some occasion or occasions of which we have no knowledge. 

The scenes here depicted lay in the more distant future. In the present chapter the prophet 
furnishes a bold figurative description of the destruction of the temple by the Romans, 
and the utter consternation into which the priests and rulers of the people should thereby 
be thrown, 1—3. He then describes certain symbolical actions performed by him in vision, 
by which lie personated the Messiah who had been promised as the Hhepherd of his peo¬ 
ple, setting forth his commission to teach and rule them, 4; their deplorable condition in 
consequence of the rapacious disposition of their leaders, 5; and the judgments that 
should overtake them in consequence of their wickedness, 6. Under the emblems of 
two slaves the relation of the whole nation to God, as their protector, and the relation of 
the different tribes among themselves are exhibited, and the cessation of these relations 
is pointed out by the act of breaking the staves, 7—14. The three last verses set forth the 
character of Ilerod, and the judgment of God upon him for his wickedness. 
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1 Open - , O Lebanon ! thy gates, 

That the fire may devour thy cedars. 

2 Howl, ye cypresses ! for the cedars have fallen, 

Because the magnificent are destroyed : 

Howl, ye oaks of Baslian! for the fortified forest hath come 
down. 

3 There is the sound of the howling of the shepherds, 

Because their magnificence is destroyed; 

There is the sound of the roaring of young lions, 

Because the pride of Jordan is destroyed. 


1. Some interpret this verse literally 
of the locality so called; others under¬ 
stand it figuratively, but npply it either 
to Jerusalem, or to the whole land of 
Palestine. The construction which most 
commends itself is that which applies it 
to the temple restrictively. Such is the 
ancient rabbinical interpretation. To the 
same effect is the remarkable declaration 
of Rabbi Johanan Ben Zakkai; “ O 
sanctuary, sanctuary! why dost thou 
trouble thyself? I know of thee that 
thine end is to l>e left desolate, for Zech- 
ariah, the son of Iddo has prophesied 
against thee long ago. Open thy doors, 
O Lebanon, that the fire may devour thy 
cedars.” Talmud, Bab. Yoma. fol. 30, 
col. 2. This interpretation seems to be 
referred to by Josephus, in his Jewish 
\Y ars, bk. vi. eh. v. j 3. The temple 
might with all propriety be figuratively 
called Lebanon, not only because the 
cedars with which it was built were 
brought from that mountain, hut be¬ 
cause as Lebanon was the most stately 
and magnificent of all in the vicinity 
of Palestine, so the temple was the most 
glorious of all objects in or about Jeru¬ 
salem. Its gates were kept carefully shut 
against all who had no right to thread 
its courts. Now it was to become a prey 
to the 1 lames. The prediction received 
its literal fulfilment in spite of the utmost 
solicitude of the Roman general to pre¬ 
serve the edifice. In vain did he attempt 
to save it from the flames, so that in a 
short time it was entirely consumed. 

2. , the cypress, was greatly in¬ 


ferior to the cedar , but was employed 
for the floor and ceilings of the temple. 
“The oaks of Bashan” were also used 
for purposes of building. These terms, 
however, are likewise to be interpreted 
figuratively of the priests and rulers of 
the temple, its superior and inferior offi¬ 
cers, together with the judges of the 
people. -pus is used both of animate 
and inanimate objects. It is here em¬ 
ployed to denote those who were elevated 
in dignity and magnificent in apparel. 
Comp, "sun . By 

the fortified or inaccessible forest , is meant 
Jerusalem, the houses of which were nu¬ 
merous and close together as the trees of 
the forest, and round which the Jews 
had thrown up a wall of great strength. 
Comp. Micah iii. 12. For , many 

MSS., and two carlv editions, read rS2 . 

* , t 

which is only another form to express the 
same thing. 

3. The Jewish rulers are called “shep¬ 
herds,” with reference to their office, and 
“ young lions,” in regard to their fierce 

and rapacious disposition. The r~“X, 

■ • 

was the magnificence of the temple of 
which they boasted. Comp Mark xiii. 
1 ; Luke xxi. 5. 7*1 ^r: VS;> , the pride 

of Jordan , i. e. the thickets which orna¬ 
ment its hanks, and furnish excellent 
lairs for lions, bus the same figurative 
reference, and is selected to correspond to 
the young lions immediately preceding. 
Comp. Jer. xii. 5, xlix. 19. The leaders 
of the Jews arc represented as indulging 
in loud wailings of despair, on account of 

the destruction of their temple and polity. 
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4 Thus saith Jehovah my God, 

Feed the sheep of slaughter ; 

5 Whose possessors kill them, and arc not held guilty ; 
And each of those who sell them saith, 

Blessed be Jehovah, I am enriched; 

And none of whose shepherds sparcth them. 


4, 5. The prophet now proceeds to 
point out the eause of the destruction 
which he had figuratively described, and 
that of the people which was connected 
with it — the obstinate refusal of their 
rulers to receive the doctrine of the Mes¬ 
siah. By rjnrtr, iks, the sheep of 
slaughter , are meant the people devoted 
to destruction. Comp, Ps. 

xliv. 23. At the fall of Jerusalem not 
fewer than 1,100,000 Jews perished, 
and near a million and a half altogether 
in the course of the war. It lias been 
questioned, who is the person directed 
in this verse to assume the office of a 
shepherd, and who declares, ver. 7, that 
he performed the duties of that office? 
Erisehmulh, Marckius, Michaelis, and 
others, are of opinion that it is the Mes¬ 
siah, and, unquestionably, if ultimate 
reference be had to him, this is the true 
interpretation; but it is equally clear 
that the prophet is to be regarded as 
having received the commission, and 
performed, in vision, what was enjoined 
upon him. What proves this, is the 
putting into the hands of the same per¬ 
son the instruments of a foolish shep¬ 
herd, ver. 15, an action which can with 
no propriety lie referred to the Messiah. 
On this principle, most of the difficulties 
connected with the exegesis of the inter¬ 
vening verses vanish. Zcehariah had all 
the transactions presented to liis view in 
prophetic vision, but what he descrihcs 
was actually done, not in his own per¬ 
sonal history, or in any outward occur¬ 
rences between him and the Jews of his 
time, but in the personal history and 
office of the Messiah whom he person¬ 
ated. He did not really feed or teach 
those who were to be slain, but the 


Messiah and his apostles did; and had 
the Jews believed their message, the 
awful calamity would have been averted. 
The hypothesis of a prophetic vision was 
first advanced by Maimonidcs, and is 
ably supported by Hengslenberg, in his 
Christology, and by Dr. McCaul, in his 
translation of Kiinehi on our prophet. 
That by the buyers and sellers of the 
Jewish people, we are not to understand 
the Romans, but their own unprincipled 
teachers and rulers, the facts of the case 
show. The corresponding term cr’y*', 
their shepherds , is merely expletive of 
what the same persons were officially. 
The avarice of the Pharisees was exces¬ 
sive, yet they had the barefaced hypoc¬ 
risy to thank God for their ill gotten 
wealth, and because they were not pun¬ 
ished, they imagined they might perse¬ 
vere with impunity. The construction 

of the plural nouus and 

« ■ ■ 

with the singulars -jijo and 

V-p-rr , cannot, with any propriety, be 
■ 

accounted for on the principle advanced 
by Hengstenberg, that Jehovah himself 
was the principal actor, and that the 
wicked rulers were merely his instru¬ 
ments. It is only a more emphatic mode 
of construction, by which each of the 
individuals specified in the plural is rep¬ 
resented as performing the action, see 
Gen. xxvii. 29 ; Exod. xxxi. 14 ; Prov. 
iii. 18. The masculine affix refers 
to the people, strictly so taken ; the fem¬ 
inine , to them considered under the 

r ■ ■ 

■ 

idea of the sheep that were to be fed, 
being of the common gender. There 
is, therefore, no ground for correcting the 
text by changing into ■}-*:? i, the 

reading of fifteen MSS. and some printed 
editions. 
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6 For I will no more spare the inhabitants of the land, saitli 

Jehovah, 

But behold! I will deliver the men, 

Each into the hand of his neighbor, and into the hand of his 
king; 

And they shall destroy the land, 

And I will not deliver them out of their hand. 

7 And I fed the sheep of slaughter, truly miserable sheep! 


6. The particle '3 t for, connects what 
follows with the command, \er. 4. The 
Jews were no longer to have Divine pity 
extended to them, but were to be aban¬ 
doned to all the evils of civil discord, and 
to the oppressions of a foreign rule. That 
the king here referred to was the Roman 
emperor, is obvious from the acknowl¬ 
edgment of the Jews themselves : 44 We 
have no king but Caesar.” John xix. Id. 
The verb rr'S , to beat, or dash in pieces, 
is most appropriately chosen to express 
the destructive measures adopted by the 
Romans, by which the Jewish polity was 
broken up. The nominative is the troops 
of the foreign ruler that had just been 
spoken of. 

7. The prophet declares, in the name 

of the Messiah, that he executed the 
task committed to him. This was ful¬ 
filled during the personal ministry of 
our Lord. “iV have been 

variously rendered. LXX. tls tt)v 

>■*>■,0 0 v 

Xavaavlriv Svr. 

, 0 O ,0 ** 

| vV * the little ones on account 

of the collection of the sheep. Vulg. 
propter hoc 6 paupere egregis. Leo Juda, 
adeoque pauper es gregis. Tremellius and 
Junius, vos inquam, 6 pauperes gregis . 
Schmid, J. H. Miehaelis, Tsewcome, Hit- 
zig, and others, propter vos, o miseri gre¬ 
gis. Maurer, pavi igitur miserrimus ovi- 

um. Amheim, fitrroabr bie efenbed* 
ten ber £cerbc. Ewaid, nnrfftd) bic 

unqhtcfncbdten Sdjafe. The only 
real difficulty lies in the word -, 3 V . The 

^ r" 1 

LXX. have read it, and the following 
word, as one, thus, ^iv:zb , and made 


Canaanite of it. This rendering is 
adopted by Blayney, only he attaches to 
the term the idea of merchant, which it 
sometimes has ( among those i oho traf¬ 
ficked with the flock), and explains it of 
the buyers and sellers of the flock, de¬ 
scribed ver. 5. The interpretation is so 
far specious, and is approved by Jahn, 
but cannot be philologically sustained. 
Some take ^"zb for the infinitive in Hi- 

' >■ T 

phal of ^ 3 , which furnishes no tolerable 
sense; others, for the dative of the sec¬ 
ond personal feminine pronoun, suppos¬ 
ing the Scgol to have been changed into 
a Tzere, but this is liable to the same 
objection. Most regard it as the particle 
, and construe it either with its cau- 
sal, or its adversative signification ; but 
neither do any oi the interpretations thus 
brought out satisfactorily meet the exi¬ 
gencies of the case I cannot help think¬ 
ing that the V is here redundant, as it is 
in many instances, and that we must 
construe ir , as in ver. 11, where it 

I «' 

occurs without the b • The term is 
properly a participial noun, derived from 
■pp, in the sense of the Arab. 

esse, and implies reality, certainty, or the 
like, but admits of being variously ren¬ 
dered, according to the context in which 
it is found. See Lee’s Ileb. Lex. in voc. 
And thus it is understood by Kimehi, 
Jarchi, Cnstalio, De Dieu, Drusius, Storr, 
Dathe, Amheim, DeWctte, and Ewaid. 
Even were the b retained, the same result 
would be brought out, the rendering in 
this case being, with respect to truth, i. c. 
truly; just as in ft'szb » with respect to 
perpetuity, i. e. forever. The words 
■jssri ** 2 ? are the superlative of con- 
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And I took to myself two crooks; the one I called Grace, and 

8 the other I called Bands, and I fed the sheep. And I cut off 
the three shepherds within one month; and my soul loathed 

9 them, and their soul also rejected me. So that I said: 

I will not feed you; 

That which is dying, let it die; 

And that which is being cut off, let it be cut off; 

And as for the rest, let them eat each the flesh of another. 


struction, as in *l*“i , the most 

» '♦ T 

wicked of nations , Ezck. vii. 24 ; 

■ 

, the choicest of his cypresses, 
Jer. xxxvii. 7; or, what is quite parallel 
with the present case, * t sxn ■'■yss ► ren¬ 
dered in our common version, the least 
of the flock , The article is as usual to 
be referred to the former of the two 
nouns, and both might be rendered, the 
most miserable of sheep, or the most mis¬ 
erable sheep. Such was the state to 
which the Jewish people were reduced 
in the days of our Lord. They were 

c<TKV\[ievoi Kal ffytfievoi, dice} irpifiara fi$) 

*X oyTa iroifttva. Matt, ix, 36. They 
were worried and harassed in every 
possible way, irpd$aTa hno\<i>\6ra, Matt, 
x. 6. The two staves were symbolical 
of the different modes of treatment which 
the Hebrews had experienced under the 
guidance and protection of the provi¬ 
dence of God. One of them was called 
era, Grace, or Favor, to indicate the 
kindness of Jehovah to them in restrain¬ 
ing the surrounding nations from over¬ 
powering them, and carrying them again 
into captivity. See ver. 10. To the 
other was given the name of D'Vnn, 

l 

which Drusius, Marckius, the Dutch 
translators, and others, render Binders , 
but better, Bands , expressing the ties 
which unite parties together. The LXX., 
Aq., Symm., ax°^ vtcr P a I "Vul g. funiculi; 
Maurer, conjuncti , feederati . Reference 
is had to the" fraternal confederacy into 
which the Jews and Israelites had en¬ 
tered with each other after the return 
from Babylon. See ver. 14. The last 
clause of the verse is a repetition of the 
first, for the sake of emphasis. 


8. M ho “ tho three shepherds’* here 
definitely pointed out were, cannot be 
determined with certainty. All kinds 
of interpretations have been given, from 
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, suggested to 
Jerome, by his Hebrew Rabbi, to the 
Roman emperors Galbus, Otho, and Vi- 
tellius, in Calmct. The only construc¬ 
tion which is at all entitled to any notice, 
is that which regards the language as 
descriptive of the three orders of rulers 
in the Jewish state — the priests, the 
teachers of the law, and the civil magis¬ 
trates. These were the persons of influ¬ 
ence by whom the affairs of the notion 
were conducted, and to whose wicked¬ 
ness, which reached its culminating 
point when they crucified the Lord of 
Glory, the destruction of the state is to 
be ascribed, ins , one month, doubt- 

^ 9 ■ i 4 

less refers to the last period of the siege 
of Jerusalem, when everything was 
thrown into confusion, and oil authority 
came to an end. nnr , to hide , conceal; 

~ i 

in Hiphil, as here, hipari(eiy, to cause to 
disappear , to cause to cease with respect 
to office, to remove from it. The last 
two lines of the verse point out the 
mutual dissatisfaction and disgust with 
which the wicked rulers and the Messiah 
regarded each other. , occurs only 

here, and Prov. xx. 21. Comp, the 
cognate root , to reject , and the 

Arab. impulsus valadus , propul- 

sio vehemens ; n^^dixit, III. exe - 

cratus fuit . 

9. The entire abandonment of the 
Hebrew people is here most affectingly 
set forth. For the threefold destruction 
here predicted, comp. Jer. xv. 1, 2, 
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10 .1 then took my crook Grace, and cut it asunder in order to 

11 break my covenant which I had made with all the nations. And 
it was broken in that day, and the miserable sheep that gave 
heed to me, knew of a truth that it was the word of Jehovah. 

12 And I said to them, If it be good in your eyes, give my reward ; 

13 and if not, forbear. So they weighed my reward, thirty pieces 


of silver. And Jehovah said 

xxxiv. 17; Ezek. vi. 12. And for the 
fulfilment, see Josephus. 

10. By this symbolical action, the 
removal of the restraint which Jehovah 
had exercised over the nations, whereby 
the destruction of the Jewish people had 
been prevented, is strikingly represented. 
The exercise of restraint with respect to 
hostile forces is elsewhere spoken of under 
the idea of a covenant. See Job v. 23 ; 
Ezck. xxxiv. 25; IIos. ii. 18. When 
this restraint was removed, the Romans 
invaded Judea, and destroyed the city 
and polity of the ancient people of God. 
That by fi:; , people or nations , we are 

to understand foreign nations, and not 
the Hebrew tribes, is now agTecd among 
the best interpreters. 

11. The anticipated accomplishment 
of the prediction, and the conviction 
wrought in the minds of the pious por¬ 
tion of the Jewish people, that the pre¬ 
diction was indeed divine. For the force 
of see on ver. 7. The LXX. again 
join the two words, and render, ol Xava- 

avoioi. 

12. 13. On the question of the appli¬ 
cation of these verses to the eircumstun- 
ees narrated Matt, xxvii. 7—10, a very 
decided difference of opinion has ob¬ 
tained. This difference has been occa¬ 
sioned. partly by the fact of certain dis¬ 
crepancies existing between the accounts 
which they furnish of the transactions, 
and partly hv the more important con¬ 
sideration that the Evangelist expressly 
ascribes the words which he quotes to 
Jeremiah, and not to Zechariah. With 
respect to the former of these points, it 
may, to a considerable extent, be obvi¬ 
ated by the general observation, that the 

53 


to me, Cast it to the potter, the 

discrepances are not greater than we meet 
with in several other quotations made 
from the Old Testament by the writers 
of the New, and are by no means such 
as to affect the end which either the 
prophet or the Evangelist had in view. 
In producing the citation, the latter had 
his eye more intent upon the historical 
circumstances which he had just detailed, 
than upon the strict grammatical con¬ 
struction and verbalily of the language 
employed in the prophecy, lie fixes 
upon the principal points, the despicable 
price at which the Messiah had been 
sold, and the appropriation of the money 
as a compensation to the potter for the 
possession of his field ; and having faith¬ 
fully exhibited these to the view of his 
readers, he is less solicitous about the 
wording of the prophet. The very 
changes which he introduces into the 
phraseology are 6uch as his position in 
the character of an historian required. 
Thus, instead of •n-p 1 ' -ris , 

at which I was estimated by them , Mat¬ 
thew has \}V tTtfiTjffavTo aTrb viwv 'l(Tpa7)\, 
at which he was estimated by the sons of 
Israel. Instead of r.czr; E-iVi nnpS'', 

1 'i -• ■■ v ill T 

t ■ m ' ■ » ■ 

And I took the thirty pieces of silver , we 
find, ttai t\aflov ra rpidKoirra &pyvpta, and 
they took the thirty pieces of silver. In¬ 
stead of Hrx , and I threw it, 

the Gospel has, /ral ttiwKav aura, and they 
gave them. The freedom with which the 
Evangelist renders pjVfj by blbw/it is the 
more noticeable, since he employs the 
participle fifyas in reference to the same 
subject in the fifth verse, where, at the 
same time, he renders nr“2 by iv 

W mi I" ™ 

W k 

rtp vay. The conjecture of some that 

“HV , potter, is a corruption of -isis, 
■ ■ 
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splendid price at which I was estimated by them ! And J took 


treasurer , is worse than gratuitous, as the 
latter word nowhere occurs in Hebrew in 
reference to such an office, and as the pot¬ 
ter was the most suitable person to whom 
to cast the despicable sum, occupying as he 
did a workshop in the valley of Hinnom, 
Jer. xviii. 1, 3, xix. 2, which was held 
in abomination by the Jews. That the 
Evangelist should have ascribed the pre¬ 
diction to Jeremiah has proved a source 
of great perplexity to critics. No person 
who has read the passage in Zechariah 
can peruse that in Matthew without 
at once being reminded of it And so 
exactly do they tally in every important 
point, that no doubt of their relationship 
can for a moment be entertained- On 
the other hand, no such passage is to be 
found in any part of the prophecies of 
Jeremiah. The solution of the difficulty 
proposed by Hengstenbcrg, that it was 
the object of our prophet to bring forward 
to view the predictions contained in Jer. 
xviii. xix., in order to point out the de¬ 
struction of Jerusalem by the Homans, 
and that on this ground the Evangelist 
might, with all propriety, ascribe the 
authorship to Jeremiah, is very unsatis¬ 
factory; and we are shut up to one or 
other of the following conclusions : First, 
that the one name was substituted for the 
otheT by a lapsus memorup. Secondly, 
that the portion of the book of Zechariah, 
in which the words are found, though now 
bearing his name, was actually written 
by Jeremiah, and by some means or other, 
to us unknown, has been appended to 
the real prophecies of Zechariah. Third¬ 
ly, that the citation is made from an 
apocryphal book of the prophet Jere¬ 
miah. Or lastly, that there is a corrup¬ 
tion of the name in the Greek text of 
Matthew. The first of these positions 
will not be admitted by any who believe 
in the plenary inspiration of the Apos¬ 
tles; a doctrine fully established on 
Scripture authority, and which, if de¬ 
nied, would completely annihilate our 
confidence in their testimony. If their 


memory might fail, or they might be 
mistaken in one instance, such might be 
the case in hundreds. For a refutation 
of the second hypothesis, see the Preface, 
in which it is shown that there is no 
solid foundation for the opinion, that the 
last six chapters of Zechariah were not 
written by that prophet AYith respect 
to the third supposition, it cannot be 
denied that there was an apocryphal 
book of Jeremiah, containing an analo¬ 
gous passage. Jerome found it among 
the Nazarenes, and a portion of it still 
exists in a Sahidic Lectionary, in the Co¬ 
dex Huntingtonianus 5, in the Bodleian 
Library, Oxford, and in the Coptic lan¬ 
guage in the MS. 51 fol. in the library 
of St. Germain in Paris. The words 
are as follows: “Jeremiah spake again 
to Pashur, Ye and your fathers have 
resisted the truth, and your sons, which 
shall come after you, will commit more 
grievous suns than ye. For they will 
give the price of him that is valued, and 
do injury to him that maketh the sick 
whole, and forgiving iniquity. And 
they will take thirty pieces of silver, the 
price which the children of Israel have 
given. They have given them for the 
potter’s field, as the Lord commanded. 
And thus it shall be spoken : The sen¬ 
tence of eternal punishment shall fall 
upon them, and upon their children, be¬ 
cause they have shed innocent blood." 
But who does not perceive in this frag¬ 
ment the clumsy attempt of one of the 
early Christians to support the cause of 
truth by what was deemed a harmless 
fraud? Jerome at once rejected it as 
spurious, and expresses his belief that 
Matthew made his citation from Zecha¬ 
riah. It only remains that we assume 

m 

a corruption in the Greek text of the 
Evangelist. That a variety of reading 
exists has long been matter of notorietv. 

d * 

Augustine mentions, that in his time 
some MSS. omitted the name of ’I fpeulov. 
It is also omitted in the MS. 33, 157 ; in 
the Syriac, which is the most ancient of 
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the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them into the house of Je¬ 
hovah, to the potter. 

14 Then I cut asunder my second crook Bands, in order to break 
the brotherhood between Judah and Israel. 

15 And Jehovah said to me, Take to thee yet the instruments 
of a foolish shepherd; 

16 For, behold, I will raise up a shepherd in the land; 

Those which are perishing he will not visit, 

That which strayeth he will not seek, 

That which is wounded he will not heal, 

That which standeth he will not nourish; 


all the versions; in the Polyglott Persic, 
and in a Persic MS. in my possession, 
bearing date a. d. 1057; in the modern 
Greek ; in the Verona and Yercelli Latin 
MSS. and in a Latin MS. of Luc. Brug. 
The Greek MS. 22, reads Zaxo plov, as 
also do the Philoxenian Syriac in the 
margin, and an Arabic MS. quoted by 
Ben gel. Origen and Eusebius were in 
favor of this reading. I think it very 
probable that Matthew did not insert 
either name, but simply wrote in his 
Hebrew Gospel, K“D:r: “P2 ,by the proph¬ 
et , just as in chap. i. 22, ii. 5, 15, xiii. 35, 
xxi. 4, xxvii. 35; and that his Greek 
translator, mistaking -r in td for n, 
read which he considered to be a 
contraction for and so rendered 

it 5ia 'lepep'iov tov irpotp^Tov. This rend¬ 
ing having found its way into the first 
Greek MS., will account for its all but 
universal propagation. Another conjec¬ 
ture supposes ’Ipiou to have been written 
by some early copyist instead of Z piov. 
I only add, that there ean be no doubt 
the passage in question existed in the 
book of Zechariah in the Jewish canon 
in the days of the Evangelist, since it is 
found to occupy that place in the text 
of the LXX. which was formed three 
hundred years previously. 

14. For the meaning of C'Vz’n Bands, 

■ 

see on ver. 7. The circumstances here 
predicted were those of the utter breaking 
up of the social condition of the Hebrews. 
This dissolution was in no small degree 


brought about by the internal dissensions 
which prevailed among themselves, the 
rage of the different parties against eaeh 
other, and the barbarities that they prac¬ 
tised, which none could have indulged 
in but such as had their hearts steeled 
against every feeling of brotherhood or 
humanity. M Yct by these men,” says 
Josephus, “ the ancient prediction seemed 
rapidly drawing to its fulfilment: That 
when civil war should break out in the 
city, and the temple be profaned by the 
hands of native Jews, the city should be 
taken, and the temple burned with fire.” 

15. ■?->*, again, refers back to what is 
recorded ver. 7. The e*Vd , here as a 

v i 1 

collective in the singular Ad , were the 
articles usually belonging to shepherds, 
viz. a crook, a bag or wallet containing 
food, a pipe or reed, a knife, etc. In¬ 
stead of ‘Vd , one of De Ilossi’s MSS., 
the Halle Bible of 1720, the Vatican 
copy of the LXX., the Syr., Vulg., and 
Arab., read *Vd , the punctuation of the 
plural, 'b' N , foolish , by implication 
wicked, as wickedness is often represented 
in Scripture as folly. 

16. is employed here, like simi¬ 

lar verbs in Hiphil, to denote not any 
direct moral excitement to action, but 
the operation of concurring circumstan¬ 
ces, under the Divine government, in 
consequence of which certain events are 
brought about by responsible hnman 
agency. , those that are per¬ 

ishing , the Niphal participle of tj-d # 
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But he will cat the flesh of the fat, 

And will break off their hoofs. 

17 Woe to the worthless shepherd, that lcaveth the flock; 
The sword shall be upon his arm, 

And upon his right eye ; 

Ilis arm shall be utterly palsied, 

And his right eye utterly darkened. 


which in Hiphal and Niphal signifies to 
cut ojf or be destroyed, nya is not to be 
taken in the sense of young , as it is 
interpreted by Kimchi and Hitzig, 6ince 
it is never so used, except with reference 
to human beings, but signifies expulsion , 
that which has been cast out , by impli¬ 
cation, strayed , wandered. Comp, the 

Arabic ^l*j» repulsus, in fugam versus . 
, that which standetk still, dd3 

V T * «■ 

properly signifies to set or place , in Ni¬ 
phal, to stand, stand firm, be strong, firm, 
sound; and thus the LXX. here 
pov, but this interpretation is quite at 
variance with the exigency of the place, 
which requires the idea of weakness 
rather than strength to be expressed. 
And this the verb naturally suggests, 
reference being had to the standing, or 
standing still of sheep that are obliged, 
through weakness or faintness, to lag 

behind. Comp, the Arabic ._. ^ 

* 

posuit , fixit , and then dolore affccit, las- 
sus fiiit , laboravit. Such it devolves 
upon the shepherd to provide with nec¬ 
essary nourishment, or, as it is here ex¬ 
pressed, VsVr , to sustain, furnish with 
provisions. Root VnD, to measure grain. 
The words pnE 1 ' in'D-D are ex pres- 

I 1 • I «■ ll I * * 

eive of the greatest cruelty, being de¬ 
scriptive of an act which must not 
only occasion the most acute pain, but 
disable the animals, and prevent their 


going about in quest of pasture. "Who 
the ruleT here depicted is, cannot with 
certainty be determined. If taken as 
pointing to an individual king, there is 
none to whom it will more aptly apply 
than to Herod, who was totally regard¬ 
less of the real interest of the Jews, and 
whose reign was marked by the perpe¬ 
tration of the most shameful and barba¬ 
rous cruelties. What goes to confirm 
this view is the circumstance of his being 
said to be raised up “ in the land.” 

17. This denunciation seems to be di¬ 
rected against the wicked rulers of the 
Jews who might be in office between the 
time of the prophet, and that of the dis¬ 
solution of the Jewish state, rathcT than 
against the person referred to in the pre¬ 
ceding verse. The ■* in is not the 
pronominal affix, but the poetic para- 
gogic, as in the following “dt^, and 
other participles. See Gen. xlix. 11 ; 
Deut. xxxiii. 16; Ps. cxiv. 8, cxxiii. 1. 
V'Vsp “>•";» the worthless or goodfor - 

• / t: ♦ 

nothing shepherd. Comp. Job xiii. 4. 
The root must unquestionably have been 
VVs. Comp. V*Vd from ; n*nD 
from ddd . The character described is 

■" V 

that of negligence, arising from the total 
absence of a sense of official claims, and 
of personal responsibility. The rest of 
the verse from Din onward, is to be 

W ft i ■ r 

m w 

taken optatively. The doom imprecated 
is truly awful — an utter deprivation of 
power and intelligence. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

This chapter contains a series of predictions, which relate to the future restoration of the 
scattered people of the Jews, the destruction of whoso national polity, and their conse¬ 
quent wretchedness, had heen so graphically set forth in that which precedes it. On their 
return to their own land, Jerusalem shall prove formidable to the nations that oppose 
them, 2—1, having a regular government, by which, in reliance upon Jehovah, the inhab¬ 
itants shall be protected, 5, 6- To prevent the inhabitants of the metropolis from glory¬ 
ing over their brethren in the country, the latter shall he first delivered from their iuva 
ders, 7; but Jerusalem being the principal point of attack, special promises of deliverance 
are made to it, 8, 9. When the Jews shall have heen collected, and delivered from the 
opposing powers, there will be a remarkable effusion of the influences of the Holy Spirit, 
in consequeuce of which a season of great and universal mourning, on account of the 
crucifixion of the Messiah, will be observed, each family bewailing separately the guilt 
entailed upon it by the nefarious deed. 10—14. 

As might be expected to be the case with unfulfilled prophecy, a considerable degree of 
obscurity necessarily attaches to certain portions of this and the two following chapters; 
but the ieading features of the Diviue dealings with the Jews in times yet future, are 
marked with a sufficient degree of distinctness to enable us to form a general idea of the 
circumstances in which they will be placed. 


1 The Sentence of the word of Jehovah concerning Israel; 

Saith Jehovah, who streteheth forth the heavens, 

Who laveth the foundations of the earth. 

^ 9 

And formeth the spirit of man within him: 

2 Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of intoxication 


To all the people around; 

1. That K’tjs does not necessarily 
involve a sentence of judgment, see on 
Is. xiii. 1 ; and for the entire phrase, 
rrrr x'zfc , see on chap. ix. 1. That 

T ; - ; 1 ' ' 

it cannot be so token here is manifest 
from the connection. Hengstenberg, in 
order to establish the contrary hypothe¬ 
sis, is obliged to have recourse to the des¬ 
perate resort of interpreting Israel of the 
enemies of God ! The term is obviously 
employed in its original acceptation, as 
designating the whole Hebrew people. 
With no other reference could it have 
been introduced. To remove all the 
doubts which unbelief might suggest 
respecting the possibility of the deliver¬ 
ance here predicted, a sublime descrip¬ 
tion is given of the omnipotent Crentor 
by whom it would be effected, than 


which no introduction could have been 
more appropriate. For ers - rv.n 
compare riarfyj tuv Tr^ufj-druv, Ileb. xii. 
9, and Numb. xvi. 22, xxvii. 1G; and 
for the several predicates, Is. xlii. 5. 

2. TjC , tome render a shaking 
threshold , in imitation of the LXX. is 
irp6idvpa <ra\(vofi(i'a, and interpret the 
declaration here made of the concussion 
which Jerusalem should receive from the 
attack of the enemv ; but it is more nat- 

w w 

ural to regard the phrase as only another 
form for c*s, Is. li. 17, 22, by 

t ■’ i - 

which is meant a cup filled with intoxi¬ 
cating liquors, causing those who drink 
it to reel and stagger to their injury. 
Root , to shake, reel, stagger . The 
attempt of Hengstenberg to deny that 
qo is ever used to denote a cup, is a com- 
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And also with Judah it shall be thus, 

In the siege of Jerusalem. 

3 And it shall be in that day, I will make Jerusalem 
A burdensome stone to all people, 

All that lift it shall be cut in pieces: 

Yet all the nations of the earth shall be gathered against it. 

4 In that day, saith Jehovah, 

I will smite every horse with consternation, 

And his rider with madness; 

But upon the house of Judah I will keep my eyes open, 
While I will smite every horse of the people with blindness. 

5 And the chiefs of Judah shall say in their heart, 

* 7 

My strength is the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 

Through Jehovah of hosts their God. 


plete failure, as must be obvious to any 
one who will take the trouble to consult 
the Concordance. The second part of 
the verse has occasioned no small per¬ 
plexity to interpreters. The chief diffi¬ 
culty is created by the position of the 
preposition V? in the phrase Cin 
— S'J . The Targ., Jerome, Kim- 

chi, Drusius, Rosenmuller, llitzig, Mau¬ 
rer, and Ewald, suppose the meaning 
to be, that the inhabitants of Judah 
would be compelled to join the enemies 
in the attack upon Jerusalem, and with 
them share in the punishment : making 

the nominative to rrrr . But 

^ 1 J *• ■* . i 

this interpretation ill suits the context, 
in the whole of which Judah is repre¬ 
sented as triumphant, and not as placed 
in the degrading position of auxiliaries 
in a war against its own capital. I con¬ 
sider the preposition to he here used for 
the purpose of conveying the idea of 
addition or accompaniment, so that, con¬ 
necting Judah with Jerusalem, it repre¬ 
sents the former, as well as the latter, as 
a cup of intoxication to the invaders. 
See for this use of V? , Gen. xxxii. 12 ; 
Exod. xxxv. 22; Job xxxviii. 32. In 
support of this interpretation, see espec¬ 
ially ver. 6. The same result will be 
brought out, if we take V? in the accep¬ 
tation in reference to , with respect to; 


thus: “ And with respect to Judah it 
shall also be in the siege i. e. Judah 
shall also be a cup, etc. 

3. Another metaphor employed like 
the preceding to represent the victory 
which the Jews shall obtain over their 
enemies, whose attack will only issue in 
tlieir own injury. Jerome mentions it 
as a custom, which still obtained in his 
time, in Palestine, for young men to try 
their strength by lifting enormous stones 
so high from the ground, as to place 
them upon tlieir heads. It may be from 
such an exercise that the metaphor is 
borrowed, xi-'v describes the cuts or 

t 

gashes made by the sharp edges or cor¬ 
ners of the stones thus employed. Though 
exposed to the punishment here predicat¬ 
ed, the nations shall confidently advance 
to the attack. The confederacy against 
the Jews will be universal in its charac¬ 
ter. 

4. While Jehovah will specially inter¬ 
pose for the discomfiture of the enemy 
by rendering their cavalry incapable of 
performing any effective service, he will 
exercise the greatest watchfulness over 
his people. 

6. is a substantive, but occurs 

» ; * 

only this once. The LXX. have read 
, ond render The suc¬ 

cessful resistance offered to the enemy by 
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6 In that day I will make the chiefs of Judah 
Like a lire pot among sticks of wood, 

And like a torch of fire in a sheaf, 

And they shall consume all the people around, 

On the right hand and on the left; 

For Jerusalem shall occupy her place in Jerusalem. 

7 And Jehovah shall deliver the tents of Judah first, 

In order that the splendor of the house of David, 

And the splendor of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 

Mav not be magnified above Judah. 

* 

8 In that day Jehovah shall protect the inhabitants of Jerusalem: 
So that lie that stumbleth among them in that day shall be as 

David, 

And the house of David shall be as God, 

As the Anfifcl of Jehovah before them. 

O 


the inhabitants of the metropolis, will 
inspire those of the country with the 
assurance, that, through the Divine aid, 
they shall obtain deliverance, '■b , which 
is the Dative of advantage, stands col¬ 
lectively for 53 V . Two MSS. and the 
Targ. read but no doubt from 

correction. In two other MSS. ->V> is 

t 

omitted. 

6. Jerusalem, in the first instance, 

stands for the inhabitants. After the 

Jews shall have completely routed their 

enemies, they shall dwell in peace in 

their own land, and in the city of their 

ancient solemnities. Iloubigant proposes 

to change rVrs’V'., as occurring the sec- 

ond time, into c'lbrn , but, like most of 

1 

■ 

his other conjectures, the change is not 
based upon any authority. One MS., 
the Arab, and the Greek MS. Pachom, 
omit the word altogether. 

7. The inhabitants of the country 
being more exposed to the evils of the 
war than those in the fortified city, shall 
be the first to experience the Divine 
help. Standing in antithesis with the 
capital, their comparative helplessness 
is clearly implied; and the reason for 
the preference being given to them is 
assigned to be the prevention of that 
spirit of pride and self-exaltation, in 


which the inhabitants of a royal metrop¬ 
olis are too prone to indulge. The read¬ 
ing nitsis , “as at the first.” which is 

° 1 • T f 

found in two MSS., and is the original 
reading of three more, and is favored by 
the LXX., Arab., Syr., and Vulg., is not 
entitled to consideration. 

8. A gracious promise of Divine assis¬ 
tance, supported, with admirable effect, 
by a beautiful climax. From the circum¬ 
stance, that the LXX. have in several 

instances rendered t'rr'Vs , by angels , 

® ■ ■ 

some interpreters have supposed that the 
term is to be so understood lure. The 
more enlightened modems, however, dis¬ 
card this signification altogether. Sec 
Gesenius, Thesaurus Ling. Ilob. p. 95, 
and Lee’s Heb. Lex. p. 32. What 
clearly shows that no such idea can 
attach to the word in this place is the 
corrective phrase, r'l”? » «« 

Angel of Jehovah, immediately follow¬ 
ing. The house of David was to be as 
God, yet not as God in the abstract, of 
which no proper conception can be form¬ 
ed, but as God manifested to men in his 
glorious forthcomings under the ancient 
dispensation, in the Divine Person of the 
Son, who went before the children of 
Isruel qb their Almighty leader ond Pro¬ 
tector, and to whom ore vindicated the 
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9 And it shall be in that day, 

I will seek to destroy all the nations 
That come against Jerusalem. 

10 And I will pour out upon the house of David, 

And upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 

A spirit of grace and of gracious supplications, 

And they shall look unto me whom they have pierced, 


sum total of the Divine attributes. See 
Exod. xxxii. 34 ; "where the words 

• i ■_ “ 

T|VT. f orm the type of rSn*. tjsVtt 
Cn^fEV, here adopted by Zechariah, 
Compare also Exod. xxxiii. 15, xxiii. 
21; Is. lxiii. 9 ; Mai. iii. 1 ; and my 
Comment, on Zech. i. 11. 

9. TKrrV I will seek to de~ 

stroy , is spoken inore humano } but con¬ 
veys no idea of weakness in the speaker. 
** Summo studio ero attentus. Calvin. 

10. We have here a clear and definite 
prophecy of the future conversion of the 
Jews, in consequence of a special and 
extraordinary outpouring of the influ¬ 
ences of the Holy Spirit. Nothing that 
has hitherto taken place in the history 
of that people can be regarded as in any 
degree answering to the description here 
furnished, not even the numerous con¬ 
versions that accompanied the Apostolic 
preaching on the day of Pentecost, and 
subsequently as narrated in the Acts. 
By nni, spirit , is not meant a gracious 
and prayerful disposition produced in 
the minds of the Jews, but the Divine 
influence itself by which that disposition 
will be created. It is called “ spirit” 
by metonomy of cause for effect, in and 
E': ns fin are from the same root, i:n , to 

• T 

regard with favor, exercise mercy , etc. 
The verb 1322 , here used in Iliphil, is 
intensive in signification: to look to, or 
regard with fixed attention, to contem¬ 
plate with deep interest , and with believ¬ 
ing expectation. Such is the nature of 
that act of the mind which is exerted 
by every converted sinner, when the Sa¬ 
viour is spiritually discerned. In the 
case of the Jews there will be a special 
recognition of him as the Messiah whom 


their ancestors crucified, and whose deed 
they have appropriated by their personal 
unbelief and opposition to the truth of 
the Gospel, but whom they will then 
regard as all their salvation and all their 
desire. The textual reading 'Vji, in the 
phrase I3'2n, “they shall look to 
Me,” has been the subject of much con¬ 
troversy. It is found in most MSS., 
and among these the best, and is sup¬ 
ported by the LXX., Aq., Symm., 
Thcod., Syr., Targ., Vulg., and Arab. 
It is the more difficult reading, and one 
which has always proved revolting to the 
mind of a Jew, as there is no other ante¬ 
cedent to whom it can be referred than 
, Jehovah, verses 1 and 4. In 
order to avoid this reference, Kimchi 

gives to the following words, rs 

% " 

mp-i , the interpretation, because they 
pierced , leaving it undetermined who 
was pierced. But this construction is 
altogether inadmissible, as it deprives 
the verb of its accusative case, which is 
expressed in every other instance in 
which it occurs. It has accordingly been 
condemned by Abenezra, Abnrbanel, 
Alschcch, and other Rabbins The ren¬ 
dering given to rpn by the LXX. Karoip- 
XypavTo, they insulted, has been eagerly 
seized upon by some, especially by Thci- 
ner, Rosenmuller, Eichhorn, Gesenius, 
De Wette, Winer, and by none more 
than Maurer, who is at great pains to 
prove that, like and 222 , the verb 
is to be taken in the metaphorical 
sense of blaspheming or cursing. Against 
such interpretation it is justly objected 
that this verb, which occurs in ten other 
passages, is never used except in the lit¬ 
eral acceptation of piercing the body. It 
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And they shall lament for him, 

As one lamenteth for an only son, 
And be in bitterness for him, 

As one is in bitterness for a first-born. 


is thus used in chap. xiii. 3, of this very 
book. The same objection lies against 
the metaphorical sense of grieving or 
provoking, which even Calvin adopted, 
though he admits that the prophecy was 
literally fulfilled in Christ. 

That the passage has a Messianic ref¬ 
erence has been admitted both by the 
ancient and the more modem Jews. In 
the Gemara of Jerusalem, w'rittcn some¬ 
time in the third century, we read : yri 

y-n -r Vs . 

Two opinions are expressed: one states 
that they mourned on account of Messiah, 
and another that they mourned on account 
of corrupt nature. A similar passage 
occurs in the Gemara of Babylon, Tract 
Succoth, fol. 52, col. 1, in w’hieh the 
words of Zechariah are cited, after the 
declaration respecting the mourning: 
rs*,*' “z Vy ->1^“ tocVsn 

i-r:S • May he he in peace who refers 
it to Messiah the son of Joseph , who shall 
be slain. See also the commentaries of 
Abarbanel and Abcnczra, who give the 
same interpretation, as also does the Tal- 
kut Chasdash, fol. 24 : "D 

kz“ ‘-ns wjw-i^ ‘z rvsTi nr.-» 

"2 r. m r« -tv-t . For after 

they have pierced Jonah, who is Messiah 
the son of Joseph , then David will come, 
Messiah the son of David. Ilengsten- 
terg’s Christol. vol. iii. p. 222. The 
fiction of two Messiahs, one the son of 
Joseph, who should suffer and die, and 
another the son of David, who should 
prove victorious and reign forever, was 
invented purely with a view to reconcile 
those passages which describe the Mes¬ 
siah now as suffering, and now as reign¬ 
ing in glory, and thus to evade the Chris¬ 
tian application of them to our Saviour. 

It only remains to inquire how the 
Jews, who did not acquiesce in the 

54 


interpretation adopted by Kimchi, have 
endeavored to get rid of the pronominal 
reference in . To this the reply is : 

By changing the reading into r'Vs , 
which, however, they did not at first 
venture to insert into the text, but merely 
gave it as the Keri, or corrected reading 
in the margin. This Keri, however, is 
only found in sixteen of Kennicott’s and 
De Rossi’s MSS.; but at length a more 
daring step was taken by receiving it 
into the text itself, in which it is found 
in thirty-four of Kennicott’s MSS., orig¬ 
inally in three more, perhaps in five 
others, and now by correction in six; in 
six of De Rossi’s own, in two more 
originally, now in five others, and in 
twenty collated by him in other libra¬ 
ries, Of this insertion a serious com¬ 
plaint is made by Raymundus Martini, 
in his Pugio Fidei, p. 411, Leipsic, 1687, 
fol. And so ashamed have Lipmann, 
Abarbanel, and other Rabbins been of it, 
that they pass it entirely by in their con¬ 
troversies with the Christians, or candidly 
acknowledge that it is not to be regarded 
as forming any part of the sacred text. 
It is much to be regretted, that while it 
has been rejected by the best Jewish and 
Christian critics, the most free-thinking 
of the German school not excepted, it 
should have been adopted by Neweome 
and Boothroyd, who accordingly trans¬ 
late : “They shall look unto Him whom 
they have pierced." It is true, they 
may seem to have the sanction of the 
Evangelist John, who quotes the passage 
thus : ‘'O^oirrat tls bv l^KevTr)<rav, xix. 
37, and employs the words, *a) dlnvts 
avr6v l^(Ktirrt)<Ta.v, Rev. i. 7 ; but it must 
be obvious that he gives the prophecy 
historically, as having been literally ful¬ 
filled in Jesus of Nazareth, without de¬ 
signing to exhibit the exact wording of 
the prophet. See on Zech. xi. 12, 13. 
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11 In that day there shall be great lamentation in Jerusalem, 

As the lamentation of Hadad-rimmon in the valley of Megiddon, 

12 And the land shall lament, every family apart; 

The family of the house of David apart, and their wives apart; 
The family of the house of Nathan apart, and their wives apart; 

13 The family of the house of Levi apart, and their wives apart; 
The family of Shimei apart, and their wives apart; 


14 All the families that are lett, 
Every family apart, and their 

It might be supposed that 'Vs being the 
true reading, , and not vV? , would 
be required in the following sentence; 
but the use of the expletive phrase pk 
• vis. necessarily led to the change of 
construction, nwn is the infinitive of 

'■ T 

Hiphil, which carries forward the de¬ 
scription instead of the finite form. It 
is here used intransitively; the root is 
pptt . The verb -E5 signifies primarily 
to beat; then, as a sign of intense grief, 
to smite or beat the breast. There being 
usually gTeat wailing and lamentation 
connected with such significant action in 
the East, it is also used to denote the 
noise made by mourners. The instances 
selected for illustration are of the most 
tender and touching kind. 

11. To represent the greatness and 
universality of the lamentation which 
he describes, the prophet compares it 
to the greatest ever known among the 
Jews, viz. that which took place on the 
death of the excellent king Josiah, the 
result of the wound which he received 
at Hadad-rimmon. 2 Kings xxiii. 29 ; 
2 Chron. xxxv. 23—25. See also the 
Lamentations of Jeremiah, composed on 
the occasion. Hadad-rimmon was the 
name of a place in the great plain of 
Esdraelon, near Megiddo, and was prob¬ 
ably so called after the Syrian idol of 


wives apart. 

that name. In the time of Jerome it 
was called Maximianopolis. 

12—14. In these verses the universal 
character of the mourning is described, 
while, at the same time, its particular 
and individual features are likewise set 
forth. To show that all will be the sub¬ 
jects of it, the prophet begins with the 
descendants of David, and then proceeds 
to those of the priests, on account of the 
influence which their example would 
have on the rest of the people. Instead 
of Shimei, the LXX. have sup¬ 

posing that a tribal division was in¬ 
tended ; and some have thought that 
ysisri , Shammua , one of the sons of 
David, 2 Sam. v. 14, is meant; but it is 
more natural to regard the individual as 
one of the sons of Levi, who is classed 
along with that patriarch, just as Na¬ 
than, one of the sons of David, is with 

him, ver. 12. For , Shimei , see 

• ■ 

Numb. iii. 18, 21, in which latter verse 
prBttE , the family of the Shi- 
meites , occurs just as in Zechariah. It 
is implied in the last verse, that some 
families shall have become extinct at the 
period referred to. The men and women 
mourning apart has reference to the Jew¬ 
ish custom, according to which not only 
did the females dwell in separate apart¬ 
ments from the males, but also worship¬ 
ped separately. 
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This chapter contains a continuation of the prophecy respecting the future conversion of 
the Jews, ver. 1; predictions relating to the entire abolition of idolatry and false doctrine, 
2—6; a resumption of the subject of the Messiah’s sufferings, 7; and an account of the 
destruction of the grenter part of the Jews during the Komau war, the preservation of 
the rest, and their ultimate restoration, 8, 9. 


1 In that day there shall be a fountain opened 

To the house of David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
For guilt and lor uncleanness. 

2 And it shall be in that day, saith Jehovah of hosts, 

I will cut off the names of the idols from the earth; 

And they shall not be remembered any more. 

And I will also cause the prophets and the unclean spirit 
To pass away from the earth. 


1. This veTse is intimately connected 
with the subject of the concluding verses 
of the preceding chapter. It^is designed 
to relieve the anxious and troubled minds 
of the penitents there described. , 

a well, or fountain , from to dig; 

not, perhaps, without reference to chap, 
xii. 10. rs*jn , guilt, from star. , to 
miss a mark or way, to sin; hence the 
substantive comes to signify the guilt 
contracted by sinning, the punishment 
to which it exposes the transgressor, and 
a sin offering, for the purpose of making 
expiation. That it is here to be taken 
in the sense of guilt, is shown by the 
accompanying term nna , uncleanness , 
or the impurity contracted by sin. That 
moral, and not ceremonial guilt and pol¬ 
lution are intended, the circumstances 
of the ease evince; and the Jews are 
taught, that their deliverance from these 
is not to be effected by the Levitical 
sacrifices and purifications, but by the 
cleansing influence flowing from the 
death of the Messiah. See Heb. ix. 
13, 14 ; 1 John i. 7. The verse exhibits 
the two grand doctrines of the gospel: 
justification and sanctification. The 


fountain here spoken of was opened when 
the Redeemer presented his sacrifice on 
the cross; but the Jews, with compara¬ 
tively few exceptions, after the apos¬ 
tolic age, have shut it against them¬ 
selves by their impenitence and unbelief. 
When, however, these shall be removed 
by the outpouring of Divine influence, 
promised, chap. xii. 10, they shall find 
it , opened, full, and overflowing 

with all spiritual blessings. 

2. As no idolatry has existed among 
the Jews since their return from Babylon, 
and it is in the highest degree improbable 
that they will ever fall into it again, 
VSn should not be rendered, as in our 
common version, the land, but the earth ; 
so that this and the following verses de¬ 
scribe the total extinction of that horrible 
evil, and all the other systems of supersti¬ 
tion and false religion which now impose 
upon the human family, together with 
those who teach and defend them. By 
nej«T£n hip , the spirit of impurity, is 

meant a person pretending to inspiration, 
and in league with Satan, the god of this 
world, to whom, in contradistinction to 

the spirit of holiness, the 
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3 So that should any one still prophesy, 

Ilis father and his mother — his parents 
Shall say to him, Thou shalt not live; 

For thou speakest falsehood in the name of Jehovah; 

And his father and his mother — his parents 
Shall thrust him through when he prophesieth. 

4 And it shall be in that day, 

That the prophets shall be ashamed, 

Every one of his vision, when he prophesieth ; 

And they shall not wear a hairy garment to deceive. 

5 But each shall say, I am not a prophet, 

I am a tiller of the ground; 

For I have been in a state of slavery from my youth. 

6 Then shall it be said to him, 

What are these wounds in thy hands? 

And he will say, 

Those with which I have been wounded in the house of my 
friends, 


designation may well be applied. Com¬ 
pare Trvtvfia iruditivos, Acts xvi. 16; t2> 
it vcvpa tt)s irAarqSi 1 John, iv. 6 ; and 
especially, Hal 4 k toD CTSpaTos tov \f/eu5o- 
Trpo<pi)Tou irvtvfiara rpla UKa^apTa, Rev. 
xvi. 13. 

3. There is in this verse a recognition 
of the law against those who seduced 
others to idolatry, Deut. xiii. 6—11. 

w 

C'lVi, parents. iV, signifies both to 
^ 

beget, and to bear children. The evil 
here denounced will not be connived at 
even by the nearest relatives. The ten- 
derest parental feelings shall give place 
to the infliction of merited punishment. 

4, 5. The shame with which false 
teachers shall be covered is here set 
forth. The hairy mantle, the garb of 
the ancient prophets, and that of certain 
orders of monks still, which is assumed 
in order to inspire the multitude with 
an impression of the superior sanctity 
of those by whom they are worn, shall 
be thrown aside, as dangerous to appear 
in. The false prophets wished to pass 
off as those who had really been invested 
with a Divine commission. The form 
of the infinitive irfcoan, is according 


to the analogy of verbs in "rsV . To the 
singular “iwsi , at the beginning of ver. 
5, each of the prophets previously men¬ 
tioned is the nominative. , lit. 

one sold me as a slave , but taken in con¬ 
nection with the following, , 

from my youth, it signifies to be held in 
a state of slavery, to be a slave. The 
speaker declares that he had always been 
in a condition of life with which the 
exercise of the prophetic office was alto¬ 
gether incompatible, ens , which some 
translators have preposterously retained 
as the proper name, Adam, is here used 
impersonally, precisely as the German 
man, and is best rendered into English by 
the passive of the accompanying verb. 

6. This verse is commonly applied to 
the sufferings of Christ, but without any 
further ground than its mere proximity 
to that w'hich follows, in w'hich he and 
his sufferings are clearly predicted. In 
no tolerable sense could the Jews be 
called his C'lrtiiq , lovers , or friends ; 
on the contrary, they hated both him 
and his Father. The w r ords connect with 
the preceding thus: The false prophet, 
though he might rid himself of his idol- 
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7 Awake, O sword ! against my shepherd, 
And against the man who is united to me, 
Saith Jehovah of hosts: 


atrous vestments, would not be able to 
efface the marks that had been mode 
on his hands in honor of the idol which 
he served, yet as it was customary to 
cut and maim the body, especially the 
hand, in token of grief for departed rel¬ 
atives, he might hope to escape detection 
by attributing his scars to the latter 
cause. 

7. Various opinions have been formed 
respecting the person here referred to. 
Calvin thought he was Zechariah him¬ 
self, as representative of all the prophets, 
and that the prophecy referred only in¬ 
directly to Christ. Grotius, Eiehhorn, 
Bauer, and Jahn, apply it to Judas Mac¬ 
cabeus; Maurer to Jehoiakim ; Ewald to 
Pekah; Ilitzig to the pretended prophets 
spoken of in the preceding verses! The 
only satisfactory solution of the question 
is that which regards the words as di¬ 
rectly and exclusively prophetic of the 
person and sufferings of the Messiah. 
This solution is induced not only by our 
Saviour’s express appropriation of them 
to himself. Matt. xxvi. 31, but also by 
the manifest identity of the subject 
treated with that exhibited chap. xi. 4, 
7, 10—14. The same subject there 
handled is resumed, and treated, just as 
it is there, in connection with the down¬ 
fall of the Jewish state. The prophecy 
contained in this and the following verses 
has no coherence with what immediately 
precedes, and was evidently delivered 
upon a different occasion. A new sec¬ 
tion raav, therefore, be considered as 

m w 

commencing here, though it only extends 
to chap. xiv. 5. The language employed 
is altogether peculiar. Not only is the 
Messiah designated the Shepherd of 
Jehovah, to indicate the relation in 
which he stood to the Father in the 
economy of redemption, but he is de¬ 
scribed as “2* , the man of his 

* mm 

union; i. e . conjoined or closely united 
to him. The term translated man, is 


not that usually employed in Hebrew, 
which in such construction would merely 
be idiomatic, hut a strong, or 

- l 

mighty man, one who is such by way of 
eminence. is used elsewhere only 

in the Pentateuch, namely, in Lev. v. 
21, xviii. 20, xix. 11, 15, 17, xxiv. 19, 
xxv. 14, 15, 17 ; in all which passages 
it is employed to denote persons who 
were united together under common, 
laws, for the enjoyment of common 
rights and privileges. It is derived 
from rxv , cognate with , to bind , 

f » V — T 

bi?id together , unite in society; Arab. 


, communis fuit, communem fecit 

rem: hence the derivates cy » a people, 
i. e. those united for their common inter- 
terest; rite 5 » ccnyunction , communion , 
association; Qy , the conjunction with, 
indicating accompaniment , society. The 
renderings of the versions vaiy. LXX. 
6.v8pa TroA.iTTjy poo. Aq. &vSpa (rvpOv\6v 
gov. Symm. &v8pa too \aov uov. 

« 0 V 

Theod. &v8pa irA.7jow poo. Syr. j 



the man my friend . Targ. 
“-'>3 -fin , the 

■ < -'t •' i * * «' . I 

ruler his companion, his associate to ho is 
like him. Yulg. virum cohiercntem mihi. 
Leo Juda, virum cocequalem mihi. Ileng- 
stenberg, a man, my nearest relation . 
Burger, mon confident . De AVette, 

ben meutetf ©(eirfiett, the 

man my equal. Amheim, bCHt ^CUtHC/ 

belt tef) inir JUCjetfetft, the man whom 
I have associated with myself. The two 
lost are the more remarkable, coming, as 


they do, the one from a nationalist, and 
the other from a Jew. The idea expres¬ 
sed by the latter I conceive to be pre¬ 
cisely what was intended by the Holy 
Spirit, by whom the words were indited. 
But of whom can this association be 
predicated, except of Ilim whose human 
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Smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered, 
But I will turn back my hand upon the little ones. 

8 And it shall be that in all the land, 

Saith Jehovah, 

Two parts therein shall be cut off and expire, 

But the third part shall be left in it. 

9 And I will cause the third part to go through the fire, 


nature was assumed into the most inti¬ 
mate and perfect union with the Divine 
— Immanuel, who was one with the 
Father, and who could say, “ He that 
hath seen me, hath seen the Father! 
The union or association is that of the 
two natures, and not that of the Divine 
nature or substance. This the use of the 

word -aa , man, clearly proves. To the 
■ ■ 

objection, that the words cannot be ap¬ 
plied to our Saviour, since he was not 
cut off by a sioorcl , it has been sufficiently 
replied, that ann , a word, is here used 
figuratively for any means of taking 
away human life, just as in Exod. v. 21; 
2 Sam. xii. 9, compared with 2 Sam. xi. 
24. That the wicked Jews are intended, 
see Ps. xvii. 13, where the wicked are 
called the sword of Jehovah. They are 
regarded as in a state of sleep or inac¬ 
tivity, and are summoned to perpetrate 
the awful deed. According to an idiom 
common in the Hebrew prophets, the 
imperative is used instead of the future, 
in order to express with greater force the 
certainty of the event. See my note on 
Is. vi. 10. For a parallel instance of the 
personification of the sword, see Jer. 
xlvii. 6, 7. As n-'n is feminine, and rrn 

V V 'I - 

masculine, Hitzig would refer the latter 
to the human agent handling the sword, 
but the irregularity in point of gender is 
sufficiently accounted for by the remote¬ 
ness of the antecedent, , smite , is 
quoted, Matt. xxvi. 31, as if it were 
I will smite , the first person singular of 
the future in Hiphil. There is no diver¬ 
sity of reading in the Hebrew MSS., but 
the Aid. and Pachom. MSS. of the 
LXX. read irord^ov, instead of irard^ar, 
which the Evangelist Matthew and Mark 


have copied. The difference is unimpor¬ 
tant, yet there seems to be more propriety 
in the reading , with reference to the 
sword addressed in the preceding clause, 
than in connecting this verb, whatever 
may be supposed to have been its form, 
with what follows in the verse. Com¬ 
paring the present verse with chap. xi. 
4, 7, and especiall) 1- with what is pre¬ 
dicted in the two following verses of the 
present chapter, in which the same sub¬ 
ject is continued, it is evident the 
sheep, or Jlock, cannot be restricted to the 
disciples of Christ. The circumstances, 
however, in reference to which our Sa¬ 
viour appropriated the prophecy, afforded 
a striking type of the dispersion of the 
Jewish people, which is that intended by 
Zechariah. The disciples as Jews formed 
part of the Hock which the good shep¬ 
herd was commissioned to feed, but they, 
together with the Jewish Christians, con¬ 
verted by their ministry, who formed the 
first church at Jerusalem, were the 
C'lyk, little ones, on whom the Lord 

promises to turn back his hand, in 
order to protect them in the time of 
calamity. That the phrase hz » 

to turn, or turn back the hand, upon any 
one, is used in a good as well as in a bad 
sense, see on Is. i. 25. 

8, 9. In these verses are predicted the 
destruction of two-thirds of the inhabi¬ 
tants of Judea by the Roman arms, and 
by the famine and pestilence, the usual 
concomitants of war in the East, and 
the preservation of the remaining third 
part, which, after having been submitted 
to very trying and afflictive processes, 
should come forth out of the furnace a 
regenerated and spiritual people. The 
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And will refine them as silver is refined, 

And will try them as gold is tried ; 

It shall invoke my name, and I will answer it, 
I will say, It is my people; 

And it shall say, Jehovah is my God. 


former was fulfilled not only during what 
is eominonly called the Jewish war, but 
also, to a fearful extent, under more than 
one of the succeeding emperors ; the 
processes pointed at in the latter have 
been more or less carried forward ever 


since, but are, it is to be hoped, soon to 
terminate in the conversion of the Jews 
to God. Then shall they enter into a 
new relation to him, according to the 
terms of the better covenant, Jer. xxxi. 
33 ; Heb. viii. 10, 11. 


CHAPTER XIY. 


In the first two verses of this chnpter the destruction of Jerusalem by the Ttomans and the 
calamities consequent upon that event are set forth; after which the destruction of the 
forces composing the hostile army is predicted, 3. A promise of special interposition in 
behalf of the people of God is then given, by which effectual provision is made for their 
escape, 4, 5. The prophet next describes a period of great calamity, which is to give place 
to one of unmixed and perennial happiness, 6, 7; when the means of spiritual life and 
enjoyment shall be universal and continual, 8; and the true God the exclusive object of 
obedience and worship, 9; and while every barrier to the free intercourse of Christians 
throughout the world shall he removed, special honor will be conceded to Jerusalem as 
the metropolis of converted Israel, 10, 11. The dreadful judgments to be inflicted on 
their final enemies, and the complete discomfiture of these enemies, are depicted, 12—15: 
after which follow predictions respecting an annual visit which all the nations shall pny 
to Jerusalem, 1G; the punishment of those which neglect to perform it, 17—19; and the 
universally holy character which shall distinguish her inhabitants, their occupations and 
services, 20, 21. 


1 Beiiold the day of Jehovah cometh, 

And thy spoil shall be divided iti the midst of thee. 

2 For I will collect all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, 


1 . For the phraseology rhr.*V to CV , 
comp. Is. xxii. 5. The criticism of Ileng- 
stenberg, who denies that it is equivalent 
to rv.rs“ cv N2 , is without any founda¬ 
tion. By the day of Jehovah is meant 
the period of the infliction of judgment. 
See, in reference to the same event which 
is here predicted, Joel ii, 31, iii. 14; Mai. 
iv. 1, 5. By the spoil of Jerusalem is 


meant all that her inhabitants had accu¬ 
mulated, and which would be fit spoil 
for the enemy, especially the treasures of 
the temple. Notwithstanding all that 
was consumed by fire, the plunder ob¬ 
tained by the Romans was so great, that 
gold fell in Syria to half its former value. 

2. All the nations here mean soldiers 
from all the different nations forming 
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And the city shall be taken, 

And the houses plundered, and the women ravished; 

And half the city shall go forth into captivity, 

But the rest of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 

3 And Jehovah shall go forth, 

And fight with those nations, 

As in the day when he fought 
In the day of battle. 

4 And his feet shall stand in that day 

On the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the cast; 
And the mount of Olives shall be split in its midst, 

Toward the east and toward the west, 

Into a very great valley; 

Half of the mountain shall recede towards the north, 

And half of it towards the south. 

5 And ye shall fiee to the valley of my mountains, 

For the valley of the mountains shall reach to Azal; 

Yea, ye shall flee as ye fled from the earthquake, 

In the days of Uzziah, king of Judah ; 


the Roman empire, which composed the 
army of Titus. The verse contains a 
fearful description of the capture of 
Jerusalem under the command of that 
general. After its destruction, the more 
distinguished, handsome, and able-bodied 
Jews were sold into slavery, or con¬ 
demned to work in the mines; but the 
poorer and more contemptible sort were 
permitted to remain among the ruins. 
As usual, where occurs in the 

T ; ' T • 

text the Keri has » for the sake 

T ■ ■“ i ■ 

of euphemism. The latter word has 
found its way into a great many MSS. 

3. The Roman power was doomed in 
its turn to destruction. Formidable as 
it might appear, Jehovah would in his 
providence overthrow it, as he had done 
the enemies of his people in former ages. 
Comp. Exod. xiv. 14, xv. 3, etc. 

4, 5. These verses convey, in language 
of the most beautiful poetical imagery, 
the assurance of the effectual means ot 
escape that should be provided for the 
truly pious. We accordingly loam from 
Eusebius, that on the breaking out of 
the Jewish war, the Christian church at 


Jerusalem, in obedience to the warning 
of our Saviour, Matt. xxiv. 16, fled to 
Pella, a city beyond Jordan, where they 
lived in safety. As the mount of Olives 
lay in their way, it is represented as 
cleaving into two halves, in order to 
make a passage for them. Comp. chap, 
iv. 7. ■>-n is not to be considered as the 

— f 

less usual form of the masculine plural, 
but as a proper plural with the pronom¬ 
inal affix. Jehovah calls them his, be¬ 
cause he had formed them, by cleaving 
Olivet into two. The valley lay between 
them. Vss was the proper name of a 
place, close to one of the gates on the 
cast side of Jerusalem, to which the cleft 

v 

cr valley was to extend westward, so as 
at once to admit those who should flee 
from the enemy. Most commentators 
think of some locality to the east of the 
mount of Olives, but far less aptly. The 
word properly signifies to join or be 
joined to, be at the aide , near. Its prox¬ 
imity to the city must have originated 
the name. For ntnc; «,, ye shall fiee , we 
find the reading nrron, shall be stopped 
up, in four of Be Rossi’s MSS. and in 
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For Jehovah my God shall come, 

And all the holy ones with thee. 

6 And it shall be in that day 
That there shall not be the light of the precious orbs, 
But condensed darkness. 

1 But there shall be one day, 


the margin of Bomberg’s Hebrew Bible; 
but, though supported by the LXX., 
Arab., Targ., Symm., and the other 
Greek interpreters, it is utterly to be re¬ 
jected, as unsuited to the connection. 
The very opposite of what would thus be 
expressed, is required. Yet it is adopted 
by Blayney and Boothroyd ! We have 
nothin.g in Scripture relative to the earth¬ 
quake here referred to except as a date, 
Amos i. 1. Instead of niay , with thee, 

u « • 

nearly forty MSS. and all the versions 

read i- 2 ? , with him ; and instead of 

% 

C*ri“p . the holy ones, one MS., the Syr., 
Arab., and Targ., read V'jnp , his holy 
ones. To refer , with the Rabbins, 
Drusius, and Blayney, to Jerusalem, is 
quite inadmissible, since such construc¬ 
tion affords no tolerable sense. The 
change of person was occasioned by a 
sudden transition in the mind of the 
prophet to the Ix)rd, whom he nddresses 
as present. For the application of this 
part of the prophecy, compare the par¬ 
allel prediction of our Lord himself, Matt, 
xxiv. 30, 31, where those whom Zecha- 
riah designates , holy ones , are 

called Toi/y ayycKovs airrov. That a fu¬ 
ture personal and pre-millennial advent 
of the Redeemer is here taught, I cannot 
find. 

6. Now follows the prediction of a 
period of unmitigated calamity, which 
may be regarded as comprehending the 
long centuries of oppression, cruelty, 
mockery, and seom, to which the Jews 
have l>een subjected ever since the de¬ 
struction of Jerusalem. It has also, for 
the most part, been a period during which 
the gross darkness of superstition and 
delusion has reigned over the land of 
their fathers. ■pNSp* rri^p^ have been 

55 


variously rendered and interpreted. 
LXX. \ff6xos Kal 7rct7oy. Vulg . friyus ct 

gelu. Syr. iWsf 111 , cold 

and ice. Thus also Maurer, and several 
other moderns. But whatever connec¬ 
tion there may be between the absence 
of light and the production of cold and 
ice in the depth of winter, the contrast 
is not so natural as that between light 

and darkness. Besides, cannot 

T : 

with any show of truth be rendered cold . 
It is an adjective plural from the root 
, to be precious , valuable , costly. The 
idea of cold rests upon no better author¬ 
ity than a mere Rabbinical conjecture 
embodied in the Keri of Prov. xvii. 27, 
which exhibits rnn -p/ , instead of -pi 
, the proper and only term suitable 
in such connection. That rS~p' may 
fitly be understood as designating the 
celestial luminaries, whence we obtain 
what, in common parlance, we call “ the 
precious light of heaven, 1 ' will appear on 
comparing Job xxxi. 26, where the moon 
is described as ^Vri “p* , iccilking pre¬ 
ciously or sjylendidly across the heavens. 
With Prof. Lee, (Ileb. Lex. p. 533,) I 
read rvp* 1 “is in construction, placing 
the accent on the latter of the two words, 
instead of retaining it over the former, 
■psrp properly signifies congelation , con¬ 
densation , excessive density , from NEp, 
to draw together , contract y become thick, 
dense, and the like. Blayney renders, 
thick fog. The textual reading y.MEp 1 ; , 
they shall withdraw themselves , is inferior 
to that of the Keri , which i9 

’ > a i 1 • \ 

found in the text of one hundred and 
thirty-four of Kennicott's MSS., and in 
twenty-two more originally, in nine of 
De Rossi’s Spanish MSS., which are 
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(it is known to Jehovah), 

When it shall not be day and night; 

For at the time of the evening there shall be light. 
8 And it shall be in that day 
That living waters shall proceed from Jerusalem, 
Half of them to the Eastern sea, 

And half of them to the Western sea; 

In summer and in winter 6hall it be. 


reckoned the best in the Soncin., Brix- 
ian, and Compluten9ian editions, and in 
Machzors of the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries. None of the ancient versions 
employ a verb. 

7. Another period is here predicted, 
but one entirely different from the pre¬ 
ceding— a day altogether unique, 
ins , one peculiar day , the only one of 
its kind. See Gesenius in -ins , No. 5. 

v v 

Its peculiarity is to consist in the absence 
of the alternations of day and night. 
It is to be all day — a period of entire 
freedom from war, oppression and other 
outward evils which induce affliction 
and wretchedness, interrupt the peace of 
the church, and prevent the spread of 
truth and righteousness. Nu| yap ovk 
ecrrai Ikci, Rev. xxii. 25. 2-r—r* , the 

7 V v 7 

time of the evening , does not refer to the 
close of the happy period just described, 
but to that of the preceding period of 
afflictive darkness. At the very time 
when a dark and gloomy day is expected 
to give way to a night of still greater 
darkness and obscurity, light shall sud¬ 
denly break forth, the light of the one 
long day, which is to be interrupted by 
no night. That this period is that of the 
Millennium, or the thousand years, the 
circumstances of which are described 
Rev. xx. 3—7, I cannot entertain a 
doubt. The time of its commencement 
has been variously but fruitlessly calcu¬ 
lated. The knowledge of it the Father 
hath reserved in his own power. “ It is 
known to Jehovah,” and, by implication, 
to him alone. 

8. C‘ 3 n Ctt, living , i. e. running , 
perennial, refreshing, and salubrious wa¬ 


ter, in opposition to that which is stag¬ 
nant and noxious. n* , the 

Eastei'n sea, i. e. the Asphaltitic Lake; 
and TPRisn Q* , the Western sea, i. e, 
the Mediterranean ; so called because 
when a person resident at Jerusalem 
faces the East, which is the primary 
point of the horizon with the Orientals, 
the Dead Sea is before him, (•: i 7 ZTp), 
and the Mediterranean (■J'pris) behind 
him. The more important portions of 
the globe lying to the east and west of 
Jerusalem, there is an obvious propriety 
in the selection of these two directions. 
The declaration that these waters are to 
flow , is expressive of con¬ 

stancy, They shall neither be dried up 
by the heat of summer, nor congealed 
by the frost of winter. The LXX. have 
iv bcpei Kal 4v eapi, “ in summer and in 
spring ,” which is to be accounted for on 
the ground that what was winter in more 
northerly regions, was spring in Egypt, 
in which country that version was made. 
In the figurative language of Scripture, 
water is not only used as an emblem of 
purification, but also for the purpose of 
representing the means of spiritual life, 
refreshment, and fertility —the doctrines 
and ordinances of the gospel. The de¬ 
scendants of Abraham, restored to their 
own land, and become his children in the 
faith, will go forth, full of zeal and spir¬ 
itual activity, as missionaries to other no¬ 
tions, to promote revivals in the churches 
of Christ by rehearsing what gTeat things 
God hath done for them, and to carry on 
the work of conversion among those na¬ 
tions and tribes that shall not then have 
been turned to the Lord. 
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9 And Jehovah shall become king over all the earth ; 
In that day Jehovah alone shall be, 

And his name alone. 

10 And all the earth shall be changed 

As it were into the plain from Gcba to Rimmon, 
South of Jerusalem; 

And she shall be exalted, 

And be inhabited in her place, 

From the gate of Benjamin 
To the place of the former gate, 

To the gate of the corners; 

And from the tower of Ilananecl 
To the king’s wine-vats. 


9. In consequence of the universal 
spread of the Gospel, the multiplicity of 
heathen gods will be swept away from 
the face of the earth, the unity of Jeho¬ 
vah universally acknowledged, and the 
glorious harmony of those attributes 
which constitute his one Divine charac¬ 
ter , his name) clearly discovered, 
and heartily adored. According to the 
ordinary mode of translating the words 
rr.N ins rHn*' rrrr , there shall 

i ; * V ■* *. ? • 

be one Lord and his name one, they may 
seem clogged with little or no difficulty, 
as the true God is thus set forth in oppo¬ 
sition to the “ gods many and lords 

manv” of the heathen; but we have 
* 9 

only to introduce the incommunicable 
name Jehovah into the translation when 
the greatest incongruity at once appears. 
If we then render, there shall \>c one Je - 
hovah , the conclusion is inevitable, that 
previous to the predicted period, there 
must have existed more Jehovahs than 
one. Or, if we render, Jehovah shall be 
one , we make the passage teach either 
that Jehovah was not one before, or, that 
he will no longer be three, or triune — 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, in the 
undivided unity of the Godhead. All 
ambiguity, however, will at once be re¬ 
moved, if ins be taken adverbially, and 
rendered only , alone , or the like. And 
thus I conceive it must be rendered in 
the primary article of the inspired creed 


of the Hebrews: nns nin- 

TV • 





» 


Jehovah is our God , Jehovah alone. 
The doctrine, therefore, taught in the 
present verse is simply that Jehovah shall 
be the only existing object of religious 
Avorship and obedience, and no charac¬ 
teristics but his be any longer recognized 
as divine. 

10, 11. These verses intimate that 


every obstruction sholl be removed which 
prevents the free and full flow of the 
living waters throughout the world. 
“What is high shall be levelled, and what 
is low shall be elevated. This idea was 
suggested by the natural impossibility of 
water flowing in a westerly direction from 
Jerusalem to the Mediterranean, owing 
to the hilly country’ which intervenes. 
In 2 b*' we have a rather unusual sig¬ 
nification of 220 , to be turned , i. e. 

* T 

changed. The verb *Tj*:n is ordinarily 
used to express what is here intended. 
3>g s , Geba , wa9 a Levitical city in the 
tribe of Benjamin, near to Gibcab, on 
the northern border of the kingdom of 
Judah, yvan , Rimmon , was a town in 
the tribe of Simeon, in the south of Pal¬ 
estine, and to be distinguished from the 
rock Rimmon, to the north-east of Mich- 
mash. rt2nJ?n , the Arabah. is the level 

- v -V * 1 

or plain of the Jordan, extending from 
the lake of Tiberias to the Elanitic gulf, 
though in the present day this name is 
only applied to thot part of it which lies 
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11 And they shall dwell in her, 

And there shall be no more curse, 

And Jerusalem shall dwell in safety. 

12 And this shall be the plague 

With which Jehovah will plague all the people 
That shall fight against Jerusalem ; 

Their flesh shall consume away 
While they stand upon their feet, 

And their eyes shall consume away in their sockets, 

And their tongue shall consume away in their mouth. 

13 And it shall be in that day 

That there shall be great confusion from Jehovah among them, 
So that each shall seize the hand of another, 

And his hand shall be raised against the hand of another; 

14 And Judah also shall fight in Jerusalem, 

And the wealth of all the nations around shall be collected, 
Gold, and silver, and garments, in great abundance. 

15 And the plague of the horses, 

The mules, the camels, and the asses, 

And all the cattle which shall be in those camps, 

Shall be evjen as this plague. 

16 And it shall be 

to the south of the Dead Sea. The nom¬ 
inative to -rasn and rrasr , is not y-isn, 

i': t t-.t' i v t t 

but cViam, immediately preceding. For 
the orthography of nttKn , comp. Hos. x. 

14, and other passages in which the n is 
inserted as a mater lectionis. Great un¬ 
certainty exists relative to the exact posi¬ 
tion of some of the places here mentioned. 

Cnh is used as in Mai. iii. 24, in the ac- 

mm ■« " 

■ 1 

ceptation, curse , LXX. ayfoepa. Comp. 

Tray ttaravdibepa ouk tarai er<, Rev. xxii. 3. 

There will be no more any civil or na¬ 
tional punishments inflicted on account 
of sin, these having been rendered unnec¬ 
essary by the universal prevalence of 
righteousness and truth. 

12—15. The hostile powers whose pun¬ 
ishment is here denounced are those which 
shall form the great final confederacy. 

Com. Is. lix. 18 ; Ezek. xxxviii., xxxix.; 

Rev. xix. The representation of the 
punishment is the most horrible that can 
be imagined — a living skeleton, rapidly 


wasting away! From what is stated 
ver. 14, it appears that the Jews {m}- -1 , 
Judah), shall not only defend themselves 
at Jerusalem, but make a successful 
attack upon the enemy, a erVs » when 
used in reference to place, signifies to 
fight at or in such place, LXX. nap- 
ard^cTtu iv 'IcpovoaX^fj.- TfaSJia— 

Jud. v. 19. The collection of 
the wealth of the surrounding nations, 
refers to the gathering of the rich spoil 
of the contingents furnished by them to 
compose the hostile army. The entire 
encampments of the enemy, including 
the cavalry and beasts of burden, were 
all to share in the awful catastrophe. 
Whether God will employ the plague 
and other destructive diseases for the 
annihilation of the enemies of his peo¬ 
ple, time must show. The genitive in 
n*)” 1 '. rittsnw , is that of cause, a conster¬ 
nation sent or produced by Jehovah . 

16—18. roria nari , lit. from the 

»t »* » * 
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That the whole residue of all the nations 
That shall come up against Jerusalem, 
Shall go up from year to year 
To worship the king, Jehovah of hosts, 
And to celebrate the feast of tabernacles. 
17 And it shall be that those who go not up 
Of the families of the earth to Jerusalem, 


sufficiency of a year in a year , i. e. 
when time has fully satisfied the claims 
of one year and enters upon another. It 
is only an idiomatic mode of expressing 
from year to year t or annually. What 
is here predicted is expressly restricted to 
the particular nations which shall have 
engaged in the last great attack upon 
the Jews. And, though the language 
of the following verse may appear to be 
more general, yet the circumstances of 
the contest require the restriction to be 
carried forward beyond the limits of the 
present. Still, however, even with this 
restriction, the prophecy cannot, without 
manifest absurdity, be interpreted of the 
totality of the inhabitants of the nations 
in question. Let steam vessels and rail¬ 
roads be multiplied to any imaginable 
extent, the idea of the possibility of con¬ 
veying such immense numbers to Pales¬ 
tine cannot be entertained. Or, suppos¬ 
ing them to have been conveyed thither, 
few of them would after all have an 
opportunity of worshipping at Jerusalem 
during the short period allotted for the 
Feast of Tabernacles. Not only would 
the country be too small to contain their 
encampments, and to furnish them with 
necessary provisions, but the pressure, 
noise, and bustle of the crowds would be 
such as to destroy everything in the 
shape of devotional propriety and enjoy¬ 
ment. I cannot, therefore, but take the 
meaning to be, that the nations in ques¬ 
tion will go up to Jerusalem in the per¬ 
sons of their representatives, just as in 
former times the Jews resident in foreign 
countries had those who went to the 
annual festivals in their name, or on 
their behalf. Why the Egyptians should 
be specially introduced, ver. 18, it is diffi¬ 


cult to determine, except it be, that as 
their country is watered by the Nile, and 
is not dependent for fertility upon rain 
falling in the country 7 itself, they might 
be considered as exempt from the threat¬ 
ened plague of drought. But, if the 
rains fail in Ethiopia, it will in effect be 
the same as if they fail in Egypt itself. 
After the words nV* , the repe¬ 
tition of , the rain, from the end 

■ ■ 

of the preceding verse, is understood. 

It is worthy of notice, that the Feast 
of Tabernacles or Booths is the only one 
of all the Jewish festivals which is rep¬ 
resented in this prophecy as being ob¬ 
served at the period therein specified. 
No mention is made of the great day of 
Atonement, the Passover, the Pentecost, 
etc. These have all been superseded by 
their fulfilment as types in the substan¬ 
tial blessings of the Christian economy. 
Their re-establishment would be a denial 
of the reality or efficacy of their anti¬ 
types. It may, however, be asked, Why 
should the Feast of Tabernacles form an 
exception ? To this it may be replied, 
first, that such a festival may be observed 
without any compromise of the principles 
of the New Dispensation. Secondly, it 
may be considered as peculiarly adapted 
to the retrospections of the converted 
Jews, who will have to commemorate 
the sojourn of their fathers, not merely 
for forty years in the wilderness, but 
their sojourn for two thousand years in 
the countries of the dispersion. And 
thirdly, it may serve as a striking me¬ 
mento to them, that, though they have 
been restored to the rest of Canaan, they 
are still only strangers and pilgrims upon 
the earth, and that there yet remaineth 
a rest for the people of God. In this 
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To worship the King, Jehovah of hosts, 

Upon them there shall be no rain. 

18 And if the family of Egypt should not go up, nor come, 
Upon them also there shall be none; 

There shall be upon them the plague, 

With which Jehovah shall plague the nations, 

That will not go up 

To celebrate the feast of tabernacles. 

19 This shall be the punishment of Egypt, 

And the punishment of all the nations 
That will not go up 

To celebrate the feast of tabernacles. 

20 In that day there shall be upon the bells of the horses, 
Holiness to Jehovah ; 

And the pots in the house of Jehovah 
Shall be as the bowls before the altar. 


point of view, believing Gentiles, who 
may go up to the festival, can find no 
difficulty in celebrating it with them to 
their mutual edification. That the sac¬ 
rifices which were offered at that feast, 
or any other animal sacrifices, will then 
be renewed, is a position, to mnintain 
which would be to counteract the express 
design, and contradict the express decla¬ 
rations of the dispensation of grace. 

It may be said, that Ezekiel gives a 
full description of the re-establishment 
of the sacrificial system and of the whole 
of the temple worship. Nothing can be 
more certain. But w’hen was this re¬ 
establishment to take place? Any one 
who will only cursorily examine the 
commencement of the fortieth chapter 
of that prophet will at once perceive, 
that, though it follows immediately after 
chapters relating to the destruction of 
Gog and Magog, it was nevertheless de¬ 
livered to the prophet not fewer than 
thirteen years afterwards, and may, 
therefore, naturally be expected to refer 
to a subject altogether different. That 
subject I conceive to be the restoration 
of the temple and the temple worship 

after the return from Babylon — a sub- 

» 

ject which cannot but have lain near 
the heart of the exiles, and worthy to be 


made the theme of prophecy, but which 
is nowheie else referred to in the book 
of Ezekiel. Difficulty there may be in 
making the measurements there given 
agree with those specified by Jo>cphus 
as the dimensions of the second temple; 
but far greater difficulties attach to every 
attempt to refer them to a temple still 
future, or to view them as wholly cm- 
blemntical. 

19. The connection shows that rstn 
is not here to be taken in the sense of 
sin, but of the punishment of sin. Comp. 
Lam. iii. 38, iv. G. 

20. The were small metallic 

w * 

plates, suspended from the necks or 
heads of horses and camels, for the sake 
of ornament, and making a tinkling 
noise by striking against each other like 
cymbals, lloot VVs , to turjle , tinkle. 
As the inscription 'Z ~ p, Holiness 

to Jehovah, was the sacred symbol cn- 
graven upon the golden crown of the 
Jewish High Priest, the design of the 
prophecy is evidently to teac h, that when 
the Jews shall be restored to their own 
land, there shall be no greater degree of 
holiness attaching to what was formerly 
accounted most sacred, than w’hat will 
attach to the ornamental trappings of 
the horses. Devotion of person and 
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21 Yea every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah 
Shall be holiness to Jehovah of hosts; 

Ami all who slaughter shall come, 

And take of them and boil in them, 

And there shall no more be a Canaanite 
In the house of Jehovah of hosts in that day. 


property to the service of God will be 
the only holiness then recognized. Cere¬ 
monial sanctity shall no longer exist. 
The same thing is expressed in the sec¬ 
ond clause of the verse. The vessels in 
which the tiesh was cooked, and which 
were accounted the meanest about the 
temple, shall, as to the degree of holiness, 
be upon a par with those which had 
been destined for the most sacred pur¬ 
pose, namely, the reception of the blood 
of the sacrificial victims. All distinction, 
shall be done away. 

ft 

21. The same idea is here more fully 
carried out. Not only the common uten¬ 
sils used by the priests, but those em¬ 
ployed for cooking in private houses, 
both at Jerusalem and throughout the 
country, shall all be regarded as equally 
holy. From its being expressly stated, 
that the flesh of the animals to be slaugh¬ 


tered is to be boiled in the pots, and no 
mention is made of the sprinkling of the 
blood, it must be inferred that killing for 
food, and not for sacrifice, is what the 
prophet has in view. Considering what 
stumbling-blocks a mercenary and covet¬ 
ous priesthood has ever proved to the 
world, and to what a fearful extent the 
ministry in holy things has been made a 
matter of merchandise, there is great force 
in the declaration with which the prophet 
closes: “There shall no more be a Ca~ 
naanite in the house of Jehovah!” By 
, Canaaniie , is meant a merchant: 
the Phoenicians, who inhabited the north¬ 
ern part of Canaan, having been the 
most celebrated merchants of antiquity. 
See for this acceptation of the term, Job 
xl. 30 ; Prov. xxxi. 24 ; Is. xxiii. 8. It 
is here used metaphorically. 



MALACHI 


Mala cm ('rsVc, Messenger), is the last of all the Hebrew prophets, bat 
we are left in profound ignorance respecting his personal history, and can 
only judge of the circumstances of his times from what is contained in his 
book* According to the tradition of the synagogue, he lived after the proph¬ 
ets Haggai and Zechariah, and was contemporary with Xehemiah. This 
statement is fully borne out by the affinity of the book written by the prophet, 
with that written by the patriot Both presuppose the temple to have been 
already built The same condition of the Jews is described. They both 
condemn foreign marriages, and enforce the due payment of tytlies. which 
had been neglected. They likewise correct abuses which had crept in with 
respect to the sacrifices, and reprove their countrymen for their want of 
sympathy with the poor. 

In all probability, Malachi occupied the same place with respect to Nehe- 
miah, which Haggai and Zechariah did with respect to Zerubbabel. That 
the former was assisted in the discharge of his duties by prophets, may be 
inferred from the charge brought against him by Sanballat, Xeh. vi. 7. He 
may therefore be conceived of as having flourished somewhere about the 
year b* c. 420. His book is composed of a series of spirited castigations, in 
which the persons accused are introduced as repelling the charges, but thereby 
only affording occasion for a fuller exposure, and a more severe reproof of 
their conduct Both priests and people are unsparingly reprimanded, and 
while they are threatened with divine judgments, encouragement is held out 
to such as walked in the fear of the Lord. His predictions respecting John 
the Baptist, the Messiah, and the destruction of the Jewish polity, are clear 
and unequivocal. 

Considering the late age in which he lived, the language of Malachi is 
pure; his style possesses much in common with the old prophets, but is dis¬ 
tinguished more by its animation, than by its rhythm us or grandeur. 



CHAPTER I. 


Witu a view to work a conviction of ingratitude in the minds of his. countrymen, the 
prophet begins by setting forth the peculiar favor which Jehovah had shown to them as 
a people in contradistinction to the Edomites, 1—5. lie then reproaches the priests for 
their unworthy conduct in presenting the refuse of the animals in sacrifice, 6—8; charges 
them with a mercenary spirit, and threatens to reject them, and supply their place with 
true worshippers from among the most distant heathen. 9—11; aud concludes with a re¬ 
newed reprimand, and the denunciation of a curse upon those who practised deception 
with respect to the offerings, 12—14. 


1 Tiie Sentence of Jehovah’s oracle to Israel by Malachi. 

2 I have loved you, saith Jehovah, 

Yet ye sav. Wherein hast thou loved us? 

« * 7 

Was not Esau brother to Jacob? saith Jehovah, 

Yet I loved Jacob, 


1 . For the formula rfi” 1 * s’rw , 

f ; * — 

see on Zech. ix. 1. That , Mai- 

• 1 ; “ 

achi t is the proper name of the prophet, 
and not a mere official appellative, as the 
LXX., Vitringa, and others, interpret, 
may safely be inferred from the analogy 
of the title with others prefixed to the 
prophetical writings. As for the form 
of the name, Vitringa, Hiller, Michaelis, 
and Gesenius, take it to be compounded 
of and ”* , of which they consider 
* to be a contraction, and accordingly 
explain the name as meaning The Mes¬ 
senger of Jehovah. To this, however, it 
has been objected, that no examples of 
an abbreviation of the Divine name to 
this extent are to be found; and, there¬ 
fore, it has been deemed more natural to 
regard the •> as the pronominal affix of 
the first person singular, and to render, 
My Messenger. This latter solution has 
been adopted by Hengstenberg, who 
labors in vain to establish a connection 
between the name of the prophet, and 
the same word as occurring in its official 
signification, chap. iii. 1. The form ap¬ 
pears to be really nothing more than an 
instance of what Ewald calls 11 the last 
and newest mode of deriving adjectives 

56 


from nouns," and denoting origin or 
source. Compare , '-.kv , , 

■»nie, i-.lra, , etc. Vsir", Israel. 

• m • S ^ «* f m m • ' 

is here used to denote the whole of the 
twelve tribes, which had returned to their 
native land, Jer. 1. 4, 5, 19, 20. 

2 , 3. The sovereign benevolence of 
Jehovah, and the ingratitude of the 
Hebrews in the time of the prophet, are 
strikingly contrasted. To the petulant 
question, ** "Wherein hast thou loved 
us?” which is only the first of a series 
which are put in the course of the book, 
the answer is direct and conclusive— in 
showing greater kindness to their pio- 
genitor Jacob, than he had done to his 
brother Esau. The temporal advantages 
of Palestine were vastly superior to those 
of Idumea, whieh was comparatively a 
sterile and desert country ; and the Jews 
had, besides, experienced distinguished 
favor in having been restored to their 
land, and had prosperity conferred upon 
them, wlule the Edomites, "who had suf¬ 
fered from the invasion of their country 
by the Chaldeans, five years after the 
capture of Jerusalem, had not been re¬ 
stored. It is to the desolations occa¬ 
sioned by this invasion that reference is 
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3 Bat I hated Esau, 

And made his mountains a desolation, 

And his heritage abodes of the desert. 

4 Because Edom saith, We are impoverished, 

But we will rebuild the desolate places; 

Thus saith Jehovah of hosts, 

They may build, but I will overthrow; 

And men shall call them, The border of wickedness, 

And, The people against whom Jehovah is indignant forever. 

5 And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, 

Let Jehovah be magnified, from the border of Israel. 

6 A son honoreth his father, 

And a servant his master : 

If then I be a father, where is my honor ? 

And if I be a master, where is my fear ? 

Saith Jehovah of hosts to you, Oye priests, 

That despise my name ; yet ye say, 

Wherein have we despised thy name ? 


made ver. 3. to®, to hate, is here used 

M T ' 

in a comparative sense, qualifying the 
preceding verb ans , to love. As the 
opposite of love is hatred, when there 
is only an inferior degree of the former 
exhibited, the object of it is regarded as 
being hated rather than loved. See for 
this idiom, Gen. xxix. 30, 31; Deut. 
xxi. 15, 16 ; Prov. xiii. 24; Matt. vi. 
24; Luke xiv. 26, compared with Matt, 
x. 37. r'^an is considered by some to 
be the feminine of c-fip , and is rendered 
serpents, jackals, or the like; but it is 
preferable to adopt the derivation from 

the Arabic, Lo, substitit, habitavit. 
Hence 5 ^La3\ hahitatio , mansio. By 

the “habitations of the desert,” are 
meant deserted, ruined dwellings, such 
as are still found in great abundance in 
Idumea. The phrase is parallel to rxts® 
in the preceding hemistich, and corre¬ 
sponds to the ivpnri , waste places, or 
ruins, ver. 4. 

4, 5. Every attempt on the part of the 
Idumeans to recover themselves, and en¬ 
joy permanent prosperity, should prove 


abortive, and their continually depressed 
condition should afford additional proof 
to the Israelites of the kindness of God 
towards his own people. » bound¬ 

ary, is here used in the sense of territory , 
or the space marked out by the surround¬ 
ing boundaries. Comp. Gen. x. 19; 
Numb. xxi. 24. Vsiip bv'a , 

»* -f • . *“ 

according to Itosenmiiller, Hitzig, Mau¬ 
rer, and Ewald, means beyond the He¬ 
brew territory, — construing the words 
with z' , but it seems more natural to 

m 

connect them with s-tsxn ers. Ye 

B ■ 

who dwell upon the land of Israel shall 
say from the locality you occupy, and to 
which, through Divine goodness, ye have 
been restored, Jehovah be magnified. 
The b prefixed to , adds nothing to 
the force of the preceding preposition. 
See Gesen. in bV'Q . 

~ w ■ 

6. Upon the fact of the respect usually 
shown by inferiors to their superiors, Je¬ 
hovah had a right to expect that honor 
and reverence which corresponded to the 
high position which he occupied as Au¬ 
thor and Moral Governor of the universe. 
These having, however, been withheld, 
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7 In offering polluted bread upon my altar; 

But ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee ? 

In your saying, The table of Jehovah is contemptible. 

S When ye otter the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil ? 

And when ye otter the lame and the sick, is it not evil? 

Present it now to thy governor; 

Will he be satisfied with thee, 

Or accept thy person ? saith Jehovah of hosts. 

9 Now, then, conciliate the regard of Jehovah, that he may pity us: 
This hath been by your means; 

Will he accept your persons? saith Jehovah of hosts. 

10 Who is there even among you that would shut the doors? 
Yea, ye will not kindle the fire on my altar for nought. 

I have no pleasure in you, saith Jehovah of hosts, 

Neither will I accept an offering at your hand. 

11 But from the rising of the sun to its setting, 

31 v name shall be great among the nations; 

* O O 7 

And in every place, incense shall be offered to my name, 

And a pure offering; 


chiefly owing to the irreligious and pro¬ 
fane conduct of the priests, the charge is 
principally laid against them. 

7. That cnV , bread, or food, is here to 

be taken as the Arab. ^ t. caro » in the 

sense of animal flesh , is obvious, from its 
being presented on the t\zyc t altar of 
sacrifice , to which also the , table , 

must be referred, and not to the table 
of shew-bread. Contempt of sacred 
things involves contempt of Him to 
whom they appertain. 

8. Another aryumentum ad hominem. 
The priests had the effrontery to present 
to Jehovah what they ■would not have 
dared to offer to their civil governor. 
To offer animals with any blemish, was 
expressly prohibited in the law. Lev. 
xxii. 22, 24 ; Deut. xv. 21. 

9. How much soever the words 
s::rr- Vs“*:E to—Csn » may a t first 
sight appear to contain a serious exhorta¬ 
tion to the priests to repent of their 
wicked conduct, and to pray for the Di¬ 
vine favor to themselves and the people, 
yet the connection requires them to be 


understood ironically. No prayers or 
supplications of theirs could avail any¬ 
thing while they presented such unlaw¬ 
ful sacrifices. This is expressly declared 
in the form of a pointed interrogation at 
the dose of the verse. era ST'r 

. T T . 

is a more emphatic form, instead of 
c=*;e tt'r-n. 

10, 11. The rendering of the LXX., 
adopted by Newcome, “ Surely the doors 
shall be closed against you,” cannot be 
admitted. The authority for the change 
of *12 , who, into •'s , surely , is of no 

<a * 

weight; and the verb is never con¬ 
strued with a , in order to express the 

m 

idea of exclusion. Such was the avari¬ 
cious disposition of the priests, that they 
would not perform even the most trivial 
services without payment. IIow could 
such expect to be acceptable to God? 
These verses contain an explicit predic¬ 
tion of the rejection of the Jewish wor¬ 
ship, and of the reception of the Gen¬ 
tiles to perform spiritual worship in the 
Church of the Lord. His name, which 
the priests had treated with contempt, 
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For my name shall be great among the nations, 

Saith Jehovah of hosts. 

12 Bat ye have profaned it by your saying, 

The table of Jehovah is polluted, 

And its fruit, even his food, is contemptible. 

13 Ye have also said, What a weariness! 

And have contemned it, saith Jehovah of hosts; 

And ye have brought the torn, and the lame, and the sick, 

Yea, ye have brought the offering; 

Should I accept it at your hand ? saith Jehovah. 

14 But cursed be the deceiver, who hath a male in his flock, 

And voweth, and sacrificeth to Jehovah that which is corrupt; 
For I am a great king, saith Jehovah of hosts, 

And my name shall be feared among the nations. 

ver. 6, should receive universal homage proposed in the Tikkune Sopherim. The 
among the nations that had been addicted \ in ns-rrr—rsn is omitted in ninety- 
to idolatry, and who woe now the ob- three MSS., in eevai printed editions, 
jects of abomination on the part of the and in all the versons except the Syriac. 
Jews. The sacrificial terms are transfer- Though it is not said that the , 

red from their original application to meat offering, consisted of inferior in- 
ceremonial objects and acts, to such as gredienta, yet it is other implied, or the 
are spiritual, agreeably to the nature of idea is intended to be conveyed, that the 
the new economy. Comp. John iv. presentation of the other ren- 

20—24; Heb Tin. 10, Id, 16; 1 Pet. ii. dered this, however pure in itself, nnac- 
5. ATI that TTitzig can discover in these ceptahle to God. Hitrig and Maurer 
verses is, that God was worshipped by all regard rJirt to be a contraction of the 
nations, under the different names of feminine prrsdc; but 1 should rather 
Jehovah, Ormuzd, Zens, etc.! ! ! think it ought to be pointed rr»rc * as 

12—14. A renewal of the charge in Lev. inrii- 25, where it occurs, in ap- 
against the prissts, nearly in the same plication to the same subject, in the mas- 
words. is an abbreviated form online gender. Many MSS. and some 

for —sc ■;n rrc . Comp. , Exod. iv. 2; of the early editions read nvvV instead 
Is. iii- 15. it, after snnEr, of , which has no doubt been sub- 

m * m m * ^ 

refers to V-rct in the preceding vase, and stituted for it by «rme superstitious Jew- 
is not to be changed into "rise, me, as ish scribe. 


CHAPTER II. 

The prophet continues to urge the charge against the priests, warning them that if they 
did not reform, they should be deprived of all enjoyment, and rendered the objects of 
ah«mp and contempt, 1—4. The original institution, and the mcrrtl nature and obliga¬ 
tions of the priestly office, are brought forward, with which to contrast the base- 
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ness of their couduct iu violating.its responsibilities; and the section closes with another 
threatening of punishment, 5—9. In n new section the prophet takes up the subject of 
divorce, and marriage with foreign women, and severely reproves the priests for the evil 
example which they had set iu this respect, 10—16. They are finally charged with teaching 
immoral doctrine, 17. 


1 And now, unto you is this charge, O ye priests! 

2 If ye will not hearken, nor lay it to heart, 

To give glory to my name, saith Jehovah of hosts; 

I will send the curse among you, and will curse your blessing, 
Yea, I will curse them singly, 

Because ye lay it not to heart. 

3 Behold ! I will rebuke the seed to your hurt, 

And I will scatter dung upon your faces, 

The dung of your festivals; 

And ye shall be taken away with it. 

4 And yc shall know that I have sent you to this charge, 
Because my covenant was with Levi, saith Jehovah of hosts. 

5 My covenant of life and peace was with him, 

And I gave them to him, 

For the fear which he showed for me, 

And the awe in which he stood of my name. 


2. rntpar is emphatic, and doubtless 
has reference to Deut. xxvii. 15, etc. 
The feminine suffix in rrrvpe* is to be 

i , r 

taken distributivelv, with reference to 

* 9 

the , blessings , immediately pre- 

■ 

ceding. 

3. The V in is that of the Dati- 

. T 

r us inconimodi, “ to your detriment or 

disadvantage." i —t , seed , is not to be 

■ 

changed into , and rendered skoul- 

w 

der , as Houbigant and Newcome do, 
merely on the authority of the LXX. 
There is great force in the reference to 
the dung of the festivals, as the maw, 
which contained it, belonged to the 
priests, Deut. xviii. 3. in vVs has 

■« t 

the signification of toith, together with % 
as in Lam. iii. 41. Such usage, howeveT, 
is rare, sr: is to be taken imperson¬ 
ally. 

4. yr , to knmo, has here the signi¬ 
fication, to know by experience , to feel 


the consequences of transgression. From 
the words which follow, we must infer 
that knowledge issuing in reformation of 
conduct is meant. On no other condi¬ 
tion could the Levitical covenant con¬ 
tinue in force. 

5. In this and the following verses the 
prophet forcibly contrasts with the base 
and unworthy conduct of the priests, the 
noble character of their progenitor, with 
whom officially Jehovah had entered into 
covenant. The reference, however, is 
not to Levi personally, but to IMnnehas, 
Numb. xxv. 12, 13, ■where we have an 
account of this covenant, there colled 

my covenant of peace , and 

rsnD ri'12, the covenant of an 

v # \ l » ; 

everlasting priesthood. Both ideas arc 

expressed in the present verse, and the 

meaning is, that the covenant was secured 

in perpetuity. Before t* s Hn 

the word rpna is understood from the 

• * 
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6 The law of truth was in his mouth; 

Xo iniquity was found in his lips; 

He walked with me in peace and uprightness, 

And turned many from iniquity. 

1 For the lips of the priest should preserve knowledge, 

And men should seek the law at his mouth, 

For he is the messenger of Jehovah of hosts. 

8 But, as for you, ye have departed from the way, 

Ye have made many to stumble in the law; 

Ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith Jehovah of hosts, 

9 Therefore have I also rendered you contemptible and base to all 

the people; 

Forasmuch as ye have not observed my ways, 

And have acted partially in the law. 

10 Have we not all one Father? 

preceding. fear or reverence, is expounders of the law to the people; it 

here the accusative absolute, rn; is the was only on special and extraordinary 

Niphal of ppr , to be terrified, dismayed, occasions that the prophets gave their 

This verb is here purposely employed to decision. Each of them was, therefore, 

express the extraordinary degree of pro- to be regarded as “s ntz , a messenger, or 

found and holy awe with which Phine- interpreter of the Divine will. 

has was inspired when zealously vindi- 8. The character of the priests whom 

eating the honor of Jehovah. Malachi was sent to reprove was the 

6, 7. A comprehensive and beautiful very reverse of that exhibited by Phi- 

description of the character and spiritual nehas. Not only did they violate the 

duties of Phinehas, which ought to have law themselves, but, as is universally the 

been realized in the persons and minis- case, induced others by their bad exam- 

trations of all his successors in office, and pie to violate it likewise. They thus 

which suggests topics of the most serious forfeited all right to the sacerdotal im- 

self-examination to all who engage in munities of the Levitical covenant. 

the work of the Christian ministry. The 9. *:s“D 4? is strikingly antithetical 

" • . 

liigheT and more important functions of to qfs at the beginning of ver. 8. The 
the sacerdotal office are here recognized, priests axe here threatened with a retri- 
to the exclusion of such as were merely bution corresponding to their base and 
ceremonial. These the priests in the contemptible character, an additional and 
days of Malachi had neglected, while aggravating feature of which is added, 
they discharged the latter in a perfunc- viz partiality in the decisions which they 
tory and niggardly manner. That gave on points of law. Instead of err , 

is not here to be rendered doctrine, but is the people, twenty-three MSS., and a few 
to be taken in its appropriated sense of printed editions, the LXX., Targ., Arab., 
late, appears from the use of the term in and Hcxapl. Syr., read n-rrr * ^ I* 0 ' 
the two following verses. rV*s is in the pies or nations, but much less appropri- 
accusative case, with which kite 3 , as in atelv. 

other instances of passive verbs,’does not 10. The prophet now proceeds to ad- 
agree in number. See Gesen. Gram. § minister reproof to the people, and espec- 
140, 1 b. The priests were the ordinary ially to the priests, for their flagrant 
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Hath not one God created us ? 

Wherefore do we act unfaithfully one to another, 

Profaning the covenant of our fathers ? 

11 Judah hath acted unfaithfully ; 

And an abominable thing hath been done in Israel and in Jem 
salem; 

For Judah hath profaned that which was holy to Jehovah, 
That which he loved, 

And hath married the daughter of a strange god. 

12 Jehovah will cut off the man that doeth this, 

Him that watcheth, and him that answereth, 

From the tents of Jacob, 

And him that presenteth an offering to Jehovah of hosts. 


■violation of the law, which prohibited in¬ 
termarriages with foreigners. See Exod. 
xxxiv. 16 ; Deut. vii. 3. For the his¬ 
torical account of this violation, see Ezra 
ix. 1, 2 ; Neh. xiii. 23—31. That by 
2 S , one Father, we are to under- 

i v ■* 

stand Jehovah, and not Abraham, or 
Jacob, as some have supposed, is deter¬ 
mined by the force of the parallelism, 
in which we have the corresponding and 
elucidatory phrase *rns Vs, one God . 
As the Jews put away their wives, that 
they might marry others, they are here 
distinctly taught that both moles and 
females stood in the same relation to God 
as their common Father and Creator. 
He had an equal propriety in them, and 
when the men acted the part for which 
they are here reproved, they acted un¬ 
justly by their Maker. But, in addition 
to this, they broke the covenant made 
with their fathers, which interdicted such 
practices. ns, brother, is not here to be 
pressed, as if reference were had to the 
father of the female who had been re¬ 
pudiated vriK2 ■s’K is the usual idiom, 
one against another . Comp. 1 Thess. iv. 
6. The questions so pointedly put at the 
commencement of this verse are highly 
condemnatory of that degradation which 
is experienced by Oriental females. Not 
only do most of the Mohammedans deny 
them the privilege of immortality, but 
the Jews universally to this day give 


thanks every morning — the man, that 
God has not made him a woman ; and 
the woman, that God has made her 
, according to his pleasure, 

11. ’ The nominative to rnan is yis , 

v ; r i v V 

understood in By r"b, 

f * » « ft ■» I 

the holiness of Jehovah , is meant the 
people of the Hebrews, who were sep¬ 
arated to be a people devoted to his ser¬ 
vice. Coinp. , the holy seed , 

■ ■ 

Ezra Lx. 2 ; and rnrrV Vs"‘ o" is- 

t — i* l • • V I 

rad is holiness, i. e. holy to Jehovah , 
Jer. ii. 3. For zns "i“ ; x comp. Fs. xlvii. 

■i , •« •; ■ 

6. “The daughter of a strange god” 
means an idolatress, a female addicted to 
the worship of a false deity. 

12. -i:«i -y has been variously ren- 

Mm m ■ ■ 

dered. The LXX. mistaking -y ior -ry , 
have *a) rairtivw^ri. Vulg. magis - 
trum ct discipulunx. Targ. "2 -2S » 



both his son and his son's 


son. 


Thus also Abarbanel, Sachs, Ewald, and 
others. The phrase is obviously, from 

its very form, like “2:^ » 

proverbial, and has its parallel in the Ara¬ 
bic LgJ 

There is not in the city a caller , nor is 


there a responder. Life of Timur, quoted 
by Gescnius in his Thcsaur. p. lOOi. 

Turkish, ^ 
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13 And this ye have done a second time. 

Covering the altar of Jehovah with tears, 

With weeping and groaning, 

So that there is no longer any regard paid to the offering 
Nor is it favorably received at your hand, 

14 Yet ye say, Wherefore? 

Because Jehovah was witness 
Between thee and the wife of thy youth; 

To whom thou hast acted unfaithfully, 

Though she was thv companion and covenanted wife. 

15 Yet did he not make one? 

Though he had the residue of the spirit; 

And why the one? 

That he might seek a godly seed; 

Therefore take heed to your spirit, 

That none act unfaithfully to the wife of his youth. 


both the watcher , and the an - 

sioerer. The meaning is, that none should 
be left alive; all should be cut off. Ge- 
senius thinks that the reference is prob¬ 
ably to the Levites who kept watch in 
the temple by night, and who called and 
responded to each other at certain inter¬ 
vals; but the mention that is made of 
“the tents of Jacob” immediately after, 
shows that the words are not to be thus 
restricted, -y is the participle of -ny, 
to wake , be awake . 

13. r^s® is to be taken strictly in the 
sense of a second* time . Measures had 
been adopted to cure the evil in the time 
of Ezra, chap. ix. x.; but the Jews had 
relapsed into the same sin of marrying 
foreign wives in that of Nehemiah, and 
it is this latter which the prophet here 
reproves. Neh. xiiL 23—31. The lan¬ 
guage implies an aggravation of the 
offence. The crying and weeping were 
those of the Jewish wives who had been 
repudiated by their husbands. 

14. The legitimate marriages had been 
contracted with special appeal to Jehovah 
as witness of the transaction. The phrase 
^“•yiya r®s , the wife of thy youth, has 

• m • 

reference to the early marriages among 


the Hebrew's. In Poland, at the pres¬ 
ent day, they marry at the age of thir¬ 
teen and fourteen, and the females still 
younger. 

15, 16. Michaelis, Hitzig, Maurer, and 
Hengstenberg, concur in the opinion ex¬ 
pressed in the Targum, and adopted by 
most of the Rabbins, that by nj—, one, 

" 1 V 

and nriNn , the one , Abraham is intend- 
ed; and maintain, that what is here 
stated, was designed to repel an objection 
raised by the priests, viz., that Abraham 
took an Egyptian female in addition to 
Sarah. The prophet, according to them, 
admits the fact, but denies the conse¬ 
quence, by show'ing that Abraham still 
retained the Spirit of God, because his 
object in contracting this alliance w F as to 
obtain the seed which God had promised 
him, and not to gratify carnal passion, 
to which the evil here condemned was to 
be traced. Ewald refers -ms , one, to 

v V 

God, considering the term to be used 
here in the same sense as in ver. 10, but 
fails in giving a satisfactory explanation 
of the passage. Nor does the other in¬ 
terpretation at all do justice to its claims; 
so that we are shut up to the conclusion, 
that by nriNn , the one, we are to under- 

J i V t 

stand nns *V ®2 , the one flesh, or conju- 
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16 For I hate divorce, saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, 

And for a man to cover over his garment with violence, 
Saith Jehovah of hosts; 

Therefore take heed to your spirit, 

That ye act not unfaithfully. 

17 Ye have wearied Jehovah with your words, 

Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied him? 

In your saying, Every one that doeth evil 

Is good in the sight of Jehovah, and he delighteth in them; 
Or, Where is the God of justice ? 


gal body into which the first couple were 
formed, Gen. it Instead of forming only 
two into one, the Creator might have 
given to Adam many wives. There was 
no lack of spiritual existence from which 
to furnish them with intelligent souls. 
When he gave to Eve such an existence, 
he did not exhaust the immense fountain 
of being. There remained all with which 
the human race hath been furnished 
throughout its generations. What, then, 
the prophet asks, was the design of the 
restriction ? to this he replies, the secur¬ 
ing of a pious offspring. Divorces and 
polygamy have ever been unfavorable to 
the education of children. It is only by 
the harmonious and loving attention be¬ 
stowed by parents upon their children, 
that they can be expected to be brought 
up in the fear of God. The reply bore 
hard upon the priests who had married 
idolatrous wives. In such a connection 
there was everything to counteract and 
destroy the interests of piety. 


16. kj't should be pointed s:t? , with 

the personal pronoun "on understood. 
By snaV , garment , it is now generally 
admitted we are to understand the wife , 
who had the most glaring injustice done 
to her by giving her a divorce, or by 
taking one or more in addition to her. 
Thus the Arab. texit t ijiduit; 

vestimentum , “ coi\jux turn mu- 

lier viri, turn vir mulieris, quod sibi invi- 
eem pro tegumento sunt/' Freytag. Ac¬ 
cordingly we read in the Koran, Sur. 

183, respecting the wives : 

the V 

your garmentt and you are theirs. In 
the ecclesiastical language of the East, 
matrimony was called rb ^vTjrbv «ol 5 ou- 
AiKbp ifidnou. 

17. The old objection taken against 
the providence of God from the afflic¬ 
tions of the righteous, and the prosperity 
of the wicked. 


CHAPTER III. 

This chapter commences with a lucid prophecy of John the Baptist, as the forerunner of 
the Mest-iah, and of the Messiah himself, who was, as he had long been, the object of de¬ 
lightful expectation to the Jews, 1. The aspect of his advent in regard to the wicked, 
and especially to the nngodly priesthood, is next introduced, together with the severe 
judgments that were to be brought upon the nation, 2—C. The people are then reproved 
for having withheld the legal tithes and offerings, and are promised a profusion of bless¬ 
ings in case of repentance, 7—12. To the infidel objection that there is no utility in relig- 

57 
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ion, seeing the wicked prosper, while the godly are oppressed, the prophet replies by 
pointing to the day of retribution, when nil should be treated according to their charac¬ 
ter, which would then be fully disclosed, 13—18. 

V 



Behold ! I will send my messenger, 

And he shall prepare the way before me, 
And suddenly there shall come to his ter 
The Lord whom ye seek, 



1. That by , my messenger, we 

are to understand John the Baptist, is 
plaeed beyond dispute by the appro¬ 
priation of the words of the prophecy 
to him, Mark i. 1. Comp. Is. xl. 3. 
Hengstenberg strangely gives in to the 
notion of Eichhom and Theiner, that 
the collective body of the prophets is 
intended, though he thinks that the idea 
of the messenger ehiefly concentrates in 
John. Not one of his five reasons is at 
all satisfactory. The office of this mes¬ 
senger is described as preparing the ^ey 
for the Messiah, The language is bor¬ 
rowed from the custom of sending pio¬ 
neers before an Eastern mofiareh, to cut 
through rocks, and forests, and remove 
every impediment that might obstruct 
his course. n 25 , which in Kal is never 

-f T 

transitive, signifies in Piel to clear , clear 
away , put in order , prepare . This John 
did by preaching repentance, and an¬ 
nouncing the near approach of the king¬ 
dom of God. Comp. chap. iv. 5. In 
this prophecy of the Messiah are three 
palpable and incontrovertible proofs of 
his divinity. First, he is identified with 
Jehovah : “ he shall prepare the way be¬ 
fore me” — 44 saith Jehovah.” Second¬ 
ly, He is represented as the Proprietor 
of the temple. Thirdly, He is charac¬ 
terized as > The Sovereign, a 

title nowhere given in this form to any 
except Jehovah. In its anarthrous state 
the noun y-iK is applicable to any 
owner, possessor, or ruler, and it is ap¬ 
plied in the construct state to Jehovah as 
ynNn“V 2 l'l" 1 ?, 4 the Possessor of the 


whole earth , Josh. iii. 11, 13 ; but when 
it takes the article, as here, it is used 
Kerr’ and exclusively of the Di¬ 

vine Being. SeoExod. xxiii. 17, xxxiv. 
23. Is. i. 24, iii. 1, x. 16, 33, xix. 4; 
See Dr. J. Pye Smith’s Messiah, vol. i, 
pp. 442—444. Abenezra thus explains 
the term, and identifies the Sovereign 
Lord with the Angel spoken of immedi¬ 
ately after : Kin no2n Kin ynsn 

V'.E2 cyun “O tn“on, The Lord is both 
the Divine Majesty , and the Angel of the 
Covenant, for the sentence is doubled . It 
is likewise admitted in Mashmiah Je- 
shua, fol. 76, Vv ynsn u-eV ns?EK 
)VEKn, The Lord may be explained of 
the King Messiah; and Kimehi not only, 
with Abenezra, identifies the Lord and 
the Angel, but applies both to the Mes¬ 
siah : Kim rrfcicn Kin ynsn 

iv-On “kVw , The Lord is the King 
Messiah , he is also the Angel of the Cov¬ 
enant; though, in order to elude the 
Christian application of the passage, he 
suggests another interpretation, accord¬ 
ing to which Elijah is meant. It has 
been questioned, whether the phrase 
mnsn the Messenger of the Cov¬ 

enant, is to be viewed retrospectively or 
prospectively; in other words, whether 
it be the Old or the New Covenant to 
which reference is made. Considering 
the fact, that in such parallel forms as 
mn2n Km b, the tables of the covenant , 
mnan y^K , the ark of the covenant , 
I*nn2n nCD , the book of the covenant. 
jynsTl Ch, the blood of the covenant , 
etc., the aneient dispensation which Je- 
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Even the Messenger of the covenant, in whom ye delight, 
Behold ! he shall come, saith Jehovabof hosts. 

2 But who may endure the day of his coming ? 

And who may stand when he appeareth ? 

For he is like the fire of the refiner, 

And like the soap of the fullers; 

3 And he shall sit, refining and purifying the silver; 

He shall purify the sons of Levi, 

And refine them like gold and like silver, 

That they may present to Jehovah an offering in righteousness. 

4 Then shall the offcrimr of Judah and Jerusalem 


Be pleasing to Jehovah, 

hovah granted to the Hebrews at Sinai 
is intended, it would seem natural to in¬ 
fer that •nsVw is to be understood 

■ . - * ; - 

in the same way. This view of the sub¬ 
ject would seem to be corroborated by 
the circumstances, that a tjsVtt , Angel 
or Messenger, who is said to possess the 
Divine name, t. e. whatever is distinctive 
of Deity, is frequently spoken of under 

that economy; that He is represented 
as leading the Israelites out of Egypt, 

giving them the law, and superintend¬ 
ing the whole of the theocracy. All the 
theophanies or manifestations of the in¬ 
visible Deity were made in his Person, 
lie was the proper nuneius sent to reveal 

the will of the Father. Moses was only 

a depairw, , or servant employed by 

■ 

him, while he was God manifested in 

glory. I can put no other consistent 

construction upon such passages as the 

following: Gen. xlviii. 15, 16; Exod. 

iii. 2—15, xxiii. 20, 21; Is. lxiii. 9; 
Zech. i. iL iii. vi.; Acts vii. 38 ; lleb. 

xi. 26, xii. 26, In strict consistency 
with the representations of Scripture, 
therefore, the Messiah may be called the 
Messenger of that ancient economy of 
which he was the Founder and Head. 
Most interpreters, however, understand 
the New Covenant, or the dispensation 
of grace, with special reference to Heb. 
ix. 15, where our Saviour is called 5ia- 
S'flKTjs KaivTjs /ie<7iT7jr, the Mediator of the 
Xcw Covenant; among others, Grotius, 


Kosenmiiller, and Gesenius. The Jews 
may be said to have sought and delighted 
in the Messiah, because he was the object 
of national expectation and desire, though 
the great body of them formed no higher 
conception of him than that of an earthly 
monarch, under whose reign they should 
enjoy a profusion of temporal blessings. 
When it is declared that he should come 
" suddenly ” to his temple, it is not im¬ 
plied that he was to come in or near the 
times of the prophet, but merely that 
his coming would be sudden and unex¬ 
pected in the circumstances under which 
it took place. 

2—4. Employing a strong metallurgic 
metaphor, the prophet shows that the 
Covenant Messenger would be very dif¬ 
ferent from that which the carnal Jews 
expected. Instead of flattering their 
prejudices, and gratifying their wishes, 
he would, by his pure and heart-search¬ 
ing doctrines, subject their principles and 
conduct to the severest test. Those of 
the priests should be specially tried. The 
object he was to hove in view in this 
trial, was their purification, that they 
might serve him in righteousness. Malt, 
iii. 12; John xv. 3. And such was the 
result with respect to many of them. 
** A great company of the priests were 
obedient to the faith,” Acts vi. 7- The 
influence of their conversion upon the 
people must have been very great, though 
we have no information respecting it in 
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As in the days of old, 

And as in the former ^rears. 

5 But I will draw nigh to you for judgment, 

And will be a swift witness 

Against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, 

And against those who swear to a falsehood, 

And against those who wrest the wages of the hireling, 

The widow and the orphan, 

Who turn aside the stranger as to his right, 

And fear not me, saith Jehovah of hosts. 

6 Because I am Jehovah, I change not; 

Therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 

7 Even from the days of your fathers 

Ye have departed from my statutes, and have not kept them; 
Return to me, and I will return to you, 

Saith Jehovah of hosts. 

But ye say, Wherewith shall we return ? 

8 Will a man defraud God ? 

Yet ye have defrauded me. 

But ye say, Wherein have we defrauded thee? 

In the tithes and the oblations. 

9 Ye are cursed with the curse; 

For ye — the whole nation — have defrauded me. 

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, 


the Acts. The religious services of the 
churches composed of Jewish converts in 
Jerusalem and throughout Judea, are 
represented as peculiarly well-pleasing to 
God. For the meaning of nr»3» , offer¬ 
ing , as here tised, cornp. chap. i. 10, 11. 

5. Malachi here returns to his own 
times, and threatens his ungodly con¬ 
temporaries with divine judgment, speed¬ 
ily to be executed upon them. Magic 
greatly prevailed among the Jews after 
the captivity, as did also the other crimes 
here specified. How much they obtained 
in the time of our Lord, we learn from 
the Evangelists and Josephus. The 
prophet traces them all back to their 
true source — absence of the fear of God. 
After cyacaan. the phrase ■'rra is 
found in nineteen MSS., in Borne printed 
editions, and in the I.XX ., Syr., HexapL, 
and Arab. 


6. As the incommunicable name 

™ n t 

Jehovah, implies a futurity of reference 
with respect to the communication of 
blessings (see on Hos. xii. 5), the Divine 
immutability secured the preservation of 
the Jewish people from destruction, not¬ 
withstanding their flagrant wickedness, 
till he had accomplished all his purposes 
of mercy. 

7. The V in is prosthetic, with 

• ; 

somewhat of its temporal signification. 
There was still mercy in store for the 
Jews, if they only would repent. 

8. 53)? , which occurs only in our 
prophet, and in Prov. xxii. 23, signifies 
to cover , do anything covertly , defraud. 

Comp, the Arab. retrakit t 

occultus. 

9. Comp. chap. ii. 2. 

10. , usque ad defectum 
* • m 
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That there may be meat in my house, 

And try me now with this, saitli Jehovah of hosts, 
Whether I will not open for you the windows of heaven, 
And pour out a blessing for you, 

Till there shall be a superabundance. 

11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sake, 

And he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; 
Neither shall your vine in the field be unfruitful, 

Saith Jehovah of hosts. 

12 And all the nations shall pronounce you happy, 

For ye shall be a delightful land, 

Saith Jehovah of hosts. 

13 Your words against me have been hard, saith Jehovah; 
But ye say, What have we spoken against thee ? 

14 Ye have said: 

It is vain to serve God; 

And what profit is it that we keep his ordinance, 

And that we walk mournfully before Jehovah of hosts? 

15 For now we pronounce the proud happy; 

They also that work wickedness are built up; 

They even tempt God, yet they are delivered. 

16 Then they that feared Jehovah 
Conversed one with another; 

And Jehovah hearkened, and heard, 


sufficient ice, i. e. not as Gesenius explains 
it, till my abundance be exhausted, 
■which being impossible, the phrase is 
equivalent to, forever, without end; but 
■where sufficiency can have no more 
place, more than sufficient, superabund¬ 
antly. To this effect Jerome, "Winer, 
De Wette, Hitzig, and Maurer. 

11. By the Vsn, devourer , noxious 
" #■ 

animals and insects are meant, especially 
the locusts. Vsr properly signifies to 
cause abortion , render childless , and met¬ 
aphorically, to make barren or unfruit¬ 
ful , when spoken of trees. 

13—15. pTn signifies to bind fast , 
make firm , and, in a bad sense, to be 
hard , obstinate , or the like. Such was 
the language of the Jews against Jeho¬ 
vah. Comp. Jude 15, ircp\ tt&vtujv tuv 
(tkKtjpuh/ (»v 4\d\T}(Tav Mar' aurov. Some 


awful specimens of their hard speeches 
ore here exhibited, in which the usual 
objection against the rectitude of Provi¬ 
dence is dressed up in some of its more 

taking forms. Comp. Job xxi. 14, 15 ; 
Ps. Ixxiii. 1—'14. is here v used like 

r.D3 in the bad sense of tempting, or 
braving the Most High by presumptuous 
speeches and conduct. The walking 
mournfully has reference to their going 
about in sackcloth and ashes, pretending 
to sorrow on account of their sins, -np , 
to be dirty , to go about in filthy gar¬ 
ments, like persons who mourn; such 
being universally the custom in the East. 

16. tN , then , specially marks the time 
in which the impious conversations were 
being held. Here :n3T5 beautifully con¬ 
trasts with the same term in the thir¬ 
teenth verse. The verb is in Niphal, to 
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And a book of remembrance was written before him, 

For those that feared Jehovah, 

And thought upon his name. 

17 And they shall be a peculiar treasure to me, saith Jehovah of 

hosts, 

In the day which I have appointed; 

And I will be kind to them 

As a father is kind to his son who serveth him. 

18 Then shall ye again perceive the difference 
Between the righteous and the wicked, 

Between him that serveth God, 


And him that serveth him not 

express the reciprocal or conversational 
character of the language. As the un¬ 
godly did not confine their hard speeches 
to the mere utterance of them to such 
individuals as they might happen to 
meet, but made their infidel objections 
the subject of mutual discussion, so the 
pious are here represented as holding 
mutual converse respecting the interests 
of truth and godliness. It does not ap¬ 
pear that Niphal ever has the frequenta¬ 
tive signification, expressed in our com¬ 
mon version. The writing of a book of 
remembrance is . a metaphor borrowed 
from the custom at the Persian court of 
entering in a record the names of any 
who have rendered service to the king, 
with an account of the nature of such 
service. See Esther vi. 1, 2. 

17. nVab is to be construed with 
, and nfcyifl connected by means of 
Tis with c’v . The phrase cv r'vv * 
to make a day , which occurs chap. iv. 3 ; 
Ps. cxviii. 24, means to Jix, ordain, ap¬ 
point, such a period for the execution of 
a special purpose, nws, signifies pri¬ 
vate, special, or peculiar property . ViO , 
like the kindred root , has the pri¬ 
mary signification of shutting up, dosing, 


and then, secondarily, that of getting, or 
acquiring , what is shut up, in order to 
its being carefully preserved. Hence the 
idea of what is peculiarly valuable or 
precious. The term is applied to the 
people of Israel, Exod. xix. 5; Dent, 
vii. 6, xiv. 2, xxvi. 18. It is used of the 
choice treasure of kings, etc., Eccles. ii. 
8. It is expressive of the high estima¬ 
tion in which God holds liis people, and, 
in this connection, of their perfect safety 
in the day of judgment. 

18. is used idiomatically in con¬ 
nection with ntin to express the repeti¬ 
tion of the action, the idea of which is 
conveyed by the latter verb. Notwith¬ 
standing the charge brought by the 
wicked against the providence of God, 
as if he treated all alike, the righteous 
had already had opportunities of perceiv¬ 
ing from observation and experience, that 
the position was false, viewed in applica¬ 
tion to the entire state and circumstan¬ 
ces of the different characters ; but they 
should have another and most convinc¬ 
ing proof in the salvation of all who 
loved and feared the Lord, and in the 
overthrow and destruction of his ene¬ 
mies. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Most editions of the Hebrew Bible, and most of the MSS., exhibit this concluding portion 
of the book as a continuation of the third chapter. Not a tew MSS., however, leave a 
blank space before it, and several editions moke a separate chapter of it. As this division 
obtains in all the versions, it is more convenient to retain it. 

The chapter continues the threotenings against the Jewish unbelievers, 1; exhibits alumi¬ 
nous prophecy of the Messiah, and the prosperity of his people, 2, 3; and concludes with 
a solemn call to the Jews, to observe the institutes of the old economy, till the forerunner 
of the Messiah should appear, when the Jewish polity should be destroyed, and a new and 
better dispensation established, 4—6. 


1 Foil, behold! the day eometh, it shall burn as an oven, 

And all the proud, and every one that doeth wickedly, shall be 

stubble, 

And the day that eometh shall burn them up, 

Saith Jehovah of hosts; 

That it may not leave them either root or branch. 

2 But unto you that fear my name, 

The Sun of righteousness shall arise, 


1. Instead of rtftn nr9, nearly 

i ; « •* " 

eighty MSS., the most ancient and sev¬ 
eral other editions, the Babylon, Talmud, 
the LXX., Syr., and Targ., read 

in the plural. The phrase in'j 
t]:y* , root or branch, is proverbial, and 
signifies any, the least remnant. The 
persons referred to were to be consigned 
to utter destruction. The Targhum has 
nn “Si “3 , son or son's son. 

2. The term 's'co , Sun, is metaphor¬ 
ically applied to God, Ps. lxxxiv. 11, on 
account of that luminary being the most 
glorious and beneficent object which 
meets the human eye. It is with good 
reason supposed to be thus used of the 
Messiah in the declaration, 2 Sam, 
xxiii. 4 : 

“pia 

V t » { i ly « r 

** And as the morning light he shall 
arise — a Sun." 


In the present verse there can be no 

doubt with respect to the application. 

Our Lord is elsewhere called , Light, 

which in Hebrew poetry is used of the 

sun, as the source of light. See Is. ix. 

1, xlix. 6 ; John i. 9, viii. 12. "What 

the sun is to the natural world, that the 

» 

Messiah is to the moral. The invaluable 
spiritual blessings which he dispenses are 
all comprehended under the two heads 
here specified — righteousness and moral 
health. Comp. Is. lvii, 19. Both of 
these are indispensably requisite to the 
happiness of our guilty and depraved 
race, and from no other quarter can they 
be obtained, than from Him, “who of 
God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and re¬ 
demption." 1 Cor. i. 30. By “ wings” 
we are to understand the beams of the 
sun, on account of the velocity and ex¬ 
pansion with which they spread over the 
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And there shall be healing in his wings; 

And ye shall go forth and leap as calves of the stall. 

3 And ye shall tread down the wicked ; 

Surely they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet, 

In the day which I have appointed, saith Jehovah of hosts. 

4 Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, 

Which I gave him in charge in Horeb for all Israel, 

The statutes and the judgments. 

5 Behold ! I will send to you Elijah the prophet, 


earth. Comp. Ps. cxxxix. 9. Those for 
whose immediate benefit the Sun of 
righteousness was to arise, were such as 
“feared the name" of Jehovah — like 
Simeon, who was Sfoatoj kcu tvKafys, 
righteous and devout , waiting for the 
consolation of Israel. Luke ii. 25. kx 1 ', 

T T 

to go forth , is here used in the sense of 
escaping from the judgment to be in¬ 
flicted Upon the unbelieving part of the 
Jewish nation. This the Jewish Chris¬ 
tians did when they left Jerusalem, and 
proceeded to Pella, where they were pre¬ 
served in safety. riss, signifies to spread, 
take a wide range , and is used of the 
proud prancing of horses, and as here of 
the leaping and sporting of calves. The 
simile is designed to convey the ideas of 
freedom from outward restraint, and the 
enjoyment of self-conscious hilarity. 

3. This verse expresses the depressed 
condition to which the Jews were to be 
reduced after the destruction of their 
polity, contrasted with the prosperous 
condition of those who embraced Chris¬ 
tianity, and who were no longer subject 
to oppression on the part of their unbe¬ 
lieving brethren. 

4. As the law and the prophets were 
to remain in force till the appearance of 
John the Baptist, no prophet intervening 
after Malachi to make any further com¬ 
munications of the Divine will, it was 
necessary to pay the closest attention to 
the enactments and observances of the 
Mosaic institute. That there were no 
more inspired messengers under the Old 
Economy may be inferred, not only from 


the nature of the injunction here given, 
especially as taken in connection with 
the promise of a new messenger in the 
following verse, but also from Ecclesias- 
ticus xlix. 10, where, after mentioning 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel, the author closes 
with ran/ 5^5 (Ha irpotyTfTwv, the twelve 
prophets , as the last in the category. 

5. The coherence of this verse with 
the first clause of chap. hi. is too palpa- 
able to be overlooked. Accordingly, the 
Jews in the time of Jerome interpreted 
the messenger of Jehovah there predic¬ 
ted, of Elijah the Tishbite, as they ex¬ 
plain the present verse to this day, be¬ 
lieving, that as the ancient prophet as¬ 
cended into heaven both ns to body and 
soul, he is destined to reappear in the 
same upon earth before the advent of 
Messiah the Son of David. That Elijah 
here presented to view is to be understood 
ideally and not historically, and that the 
individual personally intended is John 
the Baptist, are positions the certainty 
of which is rendered indubitable by the 
repeated declarations of our Lord. "When 
John denied that he was Elias, John i. 
21, he is to be understood as making the 
denial in reference to the personal sense 
of the term as employed in the question 
that had been proposed to him. The 
historical theory is entirely set aside by 
the express testimony of the angel, Luke 
i. 17, according to which all that is meant 
by Malachi is, that the forerunner of the 
Messiah was to come “ in the spirit and 
power of Elias.” Like that prophet, he 
wa9 to be endowed with extraordinary 
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Before the great and terrible day of Jehovah come : 

6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, 


power and energy, to fit him for the great 
work of reformation which his ministry 
was designed to effect Adverting to the 
erroneous Jewish notion, which even then 
obtained, relative to the appearance of 
Elijah in person, our Lord says of John, 
“ If ye will receive it, a&T&s 4<ttw ’H Alas 
6 plWwy i, he is Elias who was 

to come,” Matt. xi. 17. And when the 
disciples asked him, “Why do the Scribes 
then say that Elias must first come ? he 
replied, Elias shall, indeed, first come 
and restore all things. But I say unto 
you that 'HKtas fjd-q JjK&e, Elias is already 
come, and they knew him not, but have 
done unto him whatsoever they listed." 
Matt xvii. 10—13. Upon the circum¬ 
stance that our Lord uses the future 
tense, ipxrrax, shall come, some Chris¬ 
tian interpreters have attempted to estab¬ 
lish the hypothesis, that the prophecy is 
still to be fulfilled before his seedhd ad¬ 
vent ; but he is obviously speaking in 
the style of language employed by the 
prophet, to whom the event was future, 
and in adaptation to the opinion of the 
Scribes, though he immediately corrects 
what was erroneous in their notion, de¬ 
claring that the event was no longer 
future, but had actually taken place in 
the person and ministry of John. It is 
truly surprising that any should persist 
in giving to the prophecy an aspect still 
future, in the very face of an exposition 
at once positive and infallible. That 
John the Baptist was N'U: , a prophet, 
Christ admits, though he at the same 
time declares, that he was ** more than 
a prophet." Matt. xi. 9. The “ great 
and terrible day of Jehovah ” was the 
dreadful period of his judgment, effecting 
the destruction of Jerusalem by the Ho¬ 
mans. Comp. Joel ii. 31. 

6. The design of the ministry of John 
is described as consisting in the produc¬ 
tion of universal peace and concord. 
Family feuds had increased to an enor- 
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mou9 extent by the time of John the 
Baptist, the removal of which by genu¬ 
ine repentance and reformation of con¬ 
duct might be taken as a specimen of the 
awoKardaraais, or restoration of things 
to a better state throughout Judea. 
Some have proposed to take the preposi¬ 
tion Vy, to, as equivalent to cy , with, a 
signification which it sometimes has, and 
so to explain the passage as simply pre¬ 
dicting the universality of the conver¬ 
sion spoken of; but such an interpreta¬ 
tion would introduce an intolerable tau¬ 
tology into the language of the prophet, 
and be at variance with the construction 
put upon it by the angel, Luke i. 17, in 
which only one member of the sentence 
is quoted. With respect to the extent of 
the effects produced by John’s ministry, 
there can be no doubt it was very great. 
Not only did immense multitudes come 
to his baptism, confessing their sins, but 
the great body of the common people 
appear to have been prepared by him 
for the labors of our blessed Lord him¬ 
self, and thus the foundation was laid 
for the recovery of tens of thousands 
from Judaism to the faith of the gospel, 
previous to the destruction of Jerusalem. 
See Acts xxi. 20. 

The prophecy, and with it the entire 
Old Testament, closes 'with the awful 
alternative—the denunciation of the 
Divine curse, to be realized in the ex¬ 
termination of the impenitent Jews from 

their own land. fin signifies utter de - 

■ ■ 

struct ion, from enh , to shut or stop up, 
exelude from common use, place under 
a ban, devote to destruction. It is one 
of the most fearful words in use among 
the Jews, and was specially applied to 
the extermination of the Canaanites, 
whose cities were razed to the founda¬ 
tions, and their inhabitants utterly de¬ 
stroyed. Under this ban, the land of 
Palestine has lain ever since the capture 
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And the heart of the children to the fathers, 
Lest I come and smite the land with a curse. 


of Jerusalem; and the Bufferings to 
which, in consequence, the Jews have 
been subjected are truly appalling; but 


incomparably more dreadful is the New 
Testament fc-»h — ANA0EMA, MAPAN 
A0A ! 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 
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